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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

Fyodor Dostoevsky, 1821-1881 


Fyodor Mikhaiix>vich Dostoevsky was born 
on October 30, 1821, in an apartment attached 
to the Hospital of the Poor in Moscow, where 
his father was an attending physician. Follow- 
ing the death of his mother in 1837, he moved 
to St. Petersburg and was accepted into the 
School of Military Engineers. A classmate re- 
ported that he “always held himself aloof, 
never took part in his comrades* amusements, 
and usually sat in a corner with a book.'* His 
morbid self-consciousness was further aggra- 
vated by his father, who had retired to a dis^ 
orderly life on his estate and refused to pro- 
vide his sou with a regular allowance. On one 
occasion, Dostoevsky sent his father a letter 
reviling him for his neglect; before the elder 
Dostoevsky was able to reply he was murdered 
by his serfs. It is a family tradition that the 
first of the epileptic seizures, from which Fyo- 
dor was to suffer throughout his life, occurred 
at this time. 

Following his examinations at the Engineer- 
ing School, Dostoevsky was made a second 
lieutenant. In 1844, however, without “money 
to buy civilian clothes,” he resigned his com- 
mission to devote himself to literature. With 
tlie appearance of his first novel, Poor Folk, in 
1846, he came to be regarded as the most prom- 
ising of the younger novelists. Through the 
critic, Belinsky, he met “a lot of important 
people” and received a “comprehensive lesson 
on how to live in the literary world.” His suc- 
cess, however, was short-lived. The few novels 
following Poor Folk were badly reviewed, and 
Dostoevsky began to avoid Belinsky's salon, 
where he was subjected to systematic ridicule, 
particularly from Turgenev who, on previous 
occasions, had been “more than friendly.” 

He continued to associate, however, with 
another group of advanced young men who, 
led by Petrashevski, met to study the French 
socialists and to discuss social and political re- 
forms in Russia. In the wave of reaction tliat 
followed 1848, the members of the “Petrashev- 
ski circle” were arrested, and, after a severe in- 


vestigation culminating in a mock execution, 
Dostoevsky was sent to the penal colony at 
Omsk. In prison, he reported, he lived like a 
“person buried underground.” He had not 
“one single being within reach with whom I 
could exchange a cordial word. 1 endured 
cold, hunger, sickness. I suffered from the hard 
labors and the hatred of my companions, who 
bore me a grudge for being a well-born per- 
son.” The ordeal aggravated Dostoevsky's 
epilepsy, but “the escape into myself . . . did 
bear its fruits.” In 1854 he was ordered to 
Semipalitinsk to complete his punishment, as 
a soldier. Five years later, through the offices 
of friends, his sentence was lifted. 

Upon his return to St. Petersburg, Dostoev- 
sky published The House of the Dead and The 
Insulted and the Injured. At the same time, 
together with his brother, Mikhail, he founded 
a successful journal called The Times. In 1863, 
however, it was suppressed by the government 
as the result of a misunderstanding. The Dos- 
toevskys were allowed to revive their publica- 
tion under another name. The Epoch, but the 
new review failed to gain public attention. In 
1864 Mikhail died, and, after a year or more 
of struggle, Dostoevsky discontinued the jour- 
nal. He found himself burdened with debts 
and with the obligation of supporting his 
brother's family. 

The failure of The Epoch coincided with 
an intense personal crisis for Dostoevsky which 
left its mark on all his later work. While in 
Siberia, he had married Maria Dmitrievna 
Isaev, the widow of an intelligent though dis- 
solute schoolmaster. The marriage brought 
neither of them happiness; and, shortly after 
his return to St. Petersburg, Dostoevsky be- 
came intimate with Polina Suslova, a young 
woman of a sensual and aggressive nature, who 
appears to have seriously affected his work and 
to have provoked his neurotic passion for gam- 
bling. During an absence from Russia with 
Polina. Dostoevskis wife was taken ill, and 
her death, three months before that of his 
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brother, moved him to write the confession 
known as Letters from the Underworld or 
Notes from Underground (i86<i). 

During the following years, Dostoevsky suf- 
fered constantly from epilepsy, poverty, and 
the anxiety that accompanied his gambling. 
Because of his financial obligations, he signed 
ruinous contracts with publishers which forced 
him to write at abnormal speed sucli works as 
Crime and Punishment (1866) and The Gam- 
bler (1867). While at work on the latter novel, 
he engaged a secretary, Anna Grigorievna 
Snitkin, whom he married the same year. His 
success as a novelist enabled him to satisfy some 
of his crediton, but "this so enraged the 
others” that he was forced to leave St. Peters- 
burg to escape indictment. Despite his com- 
plaint that he would “always be a foreigner in 
a foreign land," and the fear that he was “los- 
ing the capacity to write at all,” the four years 
he lived abroad were among the most pro- 
ductive of his life. At Geneva and Vevey, he 
wrote The Idiot (i868-6g); at Dresden, The 
Eternal Husband (1870), and The Possessed 
(1871). 

While in exile, Dostoevsky conceived the 
idea of editing "something in the shape of a 
paper" so that he "could for once say the last 


word" on his convictions. He carried out his 
plan in 1876 with the publication of An Au- 
thor *5 Diary, in which he extended the doc- 
trine of national and democratic Christianity 
he had initiated in The Times, As a result of 
this activity, he became influential as a journal- 
ist and spent his last years in comparatively 
favorable circumstances. In 1877, he suspended 
his publication to compose a vast cycle called 
The Life of a Great Sinner, which was to deal 
with the existence of God. "the problem that 
has consciously and unconsciously tormented 
me all my life." The Brothers Karamazov, the 
sole part of the work that he completed, was 
published in 1880. 

In that year, his contemporary fame reached 
its peak with an invitation from The Society 
of the Friends of Russian Literature to speak 
at the unveiling ol the Pushkin monument in 
Moscow. At the moment he finished speaking, 
he reported, even Turgenev, whose "western" 
ideas had long been the source of personal 
antagonism, "rushed up to cover me with 
kisses . . . protesting over and over again that 
I had done great things." 

Dostoevsky died on January 28 of the fol- 
lowing year. His funeral was the occasion of a 
public demonstration. 
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BOOK I 

The History of a Family 


Chapter /. Fyodor Pavlovitch Karamazov 

A lkxeyFyodorovitch Karamazov was the 
third son of Fyodor Pavlovitch Karama- 
-^/ov, a landowner well known in our dis- 
trict in his own day, and still remembered a- 
mong us owing to his gloomy and tragic death, 
which happened thirteen years ago, and which 
I shall describe in its proper place. For the 
present I will only say that this “landowner”— 
lor so u .^-il lo call him, although he hardly 
spent a day of his life on his own estate— was a 
stiange type, yet one pretty frequently to be 
met with, a type abject and vicious and at the 
same time senseless. But he was one of those 
senseless persons who are very well capable of 
looking after their worldly affairs, and, appar- 
ently, alter nothing else. Fyodor Pavlovitch, for 
instance, began w'ith next to nothing; his estate 
w’as of the smallest; he ran to dine at other 
men’s tables, and fastened rm them as a toady, 
yet at his death it appeared that he had a hun- 
dred thousand roubles in hard cash. At the same 
time, he was all his life one of the most sense- 
less, fantastical fellows in the whole district. I 
repeat, it was not stupidity— the majority of 
these fantastical fellows are shrewd and intelli- 
gent enough— but just senselessness, and a pecu- 
liar national form of it. 

He was married twice, and had three sons, 
the eldest, Dmitri, by his first wife, and two, 
Ivan and Alexey, by his second. Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch’s first wife, Adelaida Ivanovna, belonged 
to a fairly rich and distinguished noble family, 
also landowners in our district, the Miiisovs. 
How it came to pass that an heiress, who was 
also a beauty, anti moreover one of those vigor- 
ous intelligent girls, so common in this genera- 
tion, but sometimes also to be found in the last, 
could have married such a worthless, puny 
weakling, as we all called him, 1 won’t attempt 
to explain. 1 knew a young lady of the last 
“romantic” generation who after some years of 


an enigmatic passion for a gentleman, whom 
she might quite easily have married at any mo- 
ment, invented insuperable obstacles to their 
union, and ended by throw^ing herself one 
stormy night into a rather deep and rapid river 
from a high bank, almost a precipice, and so 
perished, entirely to satisfy her own caprice, 
and to be like Shakespeare’s Ophelia. Indeed, 
if this precipice, a chosen and favourite spot of 
hers, had been less picturesque, if there had 
been a prosaic flat bank in its place, most likely 
the suicide would never have taken place. This 
is a fact, and probably there have been not a 
few similar instances in the last two or three 
generations. Adelaida Ivanovna Miiisov’s ac- 
tion w'as similarly, no doubt, an echo of other 
people’s ideas, and was due to the irritation 
caused by lack of mental freedom. She wanted, 
perhaps, to show her feminine independence, 
to override class distinctions and the despotism 
of her family. And a pliable imagination per- 
suaded her, we must suppose, for a brief mo- 
ment, that Fyodor Pavlovitch. in spite of his 
parasitic position, w'as one of the bold and iron- 
ical spirits of that progressive epoch, though he 
was, in fact, an ill-natured buffoon and nothing 
more. What gave the marriage piquancy was 
that it was preceded by an elopement, and this 
greatly captivated Adelaida Ivanovna’s fancy. 
Fyodor Pavlovitch's position at the time made 
him specially eager for any such enterprise, for 
he was passionately anxious to make a career 
in one way or another. To attach himself to a 
good family and obtain a dowry was an alluring 
prospect. As for mutual love it did not exist 
apparently, cither in the bride or in him, in 
spite of Adelaida Ivanovna’s beauty. This was. 
perhaps, a unique case of the kind in the life of 
Fyodor Pavlovitch, who w^as always of a volup- 
tuous temper, and ready to run after any petti- 
coat on the slightejrf encouragement. She seems 
to have been the only woman who made no par- 
ticular appeal to his senses. 
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Immediately after the elopement Adelaida 
Ivanovna discerned in a flash that she had no 
feeling for her husband but contempt. The 
marriage accordingly showed itself in its true 
colours with extraordinary rapidity. Although 
the family accepted the event pretty quickly 
and apportioned the runaway bride her dowry, 
the husband and wife began to lead a most dis- 
orderly life, and there were everlasting scenes 
between them. It was said that the young wife 
showed incomparably more generosity and dig- 
nity than Fyodor Pavlovitch, who, as is now 
known, got hold of all her money up to twenty- 
five thousand roubles as soon as she received it, 
so that those thousands w'cre lost to her for ever. 
The little village and the rather fine town 
house which formed part of her dowry he did 
his utmost for a long time to transfer to his 
name, by means of some deed of conveyance. 
He would prcibably have succeeded, merely 
from her moral fatigue and desire to get rid of 
him, and from the contempt and loathing he 
aroused by his persistent and shameless im- 
portunity. But, fortunately, Adelaida Ivanov- 
na’s family intervened and cirtumveiued his 
greediness. It is known for a fact that frcciuent 
fights took place betw’ccn the husband and 
wife, but rumour had it that Fyod(»r Pavlovitch 
did not beat his wife but was beaten by her, 
for she was a hot-tempered, bold, dark-browed, 
impatient woman, possessed of remarkable 
physical strength. Finally, she left the house and 
ran aw’ay from Fyodor Pavlovitch witlva desti- 
tute divinity student, leaving Mitya, a child of 
three years old, in her husband’s hands. Im- 
mediately Fyodor Pavlovitch intr<Kluccd a reg- 
ular harem into the house, and abandoned 
himself to orgies of drunkenness. In the inter- 
vals he used to drive all over the province, com- 
plaining tearfully to each and all oi Adelaida 
Ivanovna’s having left him, going into details 
too disgraceful for a husband to mention in re- 
gard to his ow'n married life. What seemed to 
gratify him and Hatter his self-love most was to 
play the ridiculous part of the injured husband, 
and to parade his w'oes with embellishments. 

“One would think that you’d got a promo- 
tion, Fyodor Pavlovitch, you seem so pleased in 
spite of your sorrow,” scoffers said to h iiii. Many 
even added that he was glad of a new comic 
part in which to play the buffoon, and that it 
was simply to make it funnier that he pretended 
to be unaware of his ludicrous position. But, 
who knows, it may have been simplicity. At last 
he succeeded in getting on the track of his run- 
away wife. The poor woman turned out to be in 


Petersburg, w'here she had gone with her divin- 
ity student, and where she liad thrown herself 
into a life of complete emancipation. Fyodor 
Pavlovitch at once began bustling about, mak- 
ing preparations togo to Petersburg, with what 
object he could not himself havesaid. He would 
perhaps have really gone; but having deter- 
mined to do so he felt at once entitled to fortify 
himself for the journey by another bout of 
reckless drinking. And just at that time his 
wife’s family received the news of her death in 
Petersburg. She had died ejuite suddenly in a 
garret, according to one story, of typhus, or as 
another version had it, of starvation. Fyodor 
Pavlovitch was drunk when he heard of his 
wile’s death, and the story is that he ran out in- 
to the street and began shouting with joy, rais- 
ing his hands to Heaven: “Lord, now lettest 
Thou Thy servant depart in peace,” but others 
say he w’ept without restraint like a little child, 
so much so that people wx're sorry for him, in 
spite of the repulsion he inspired. It is quite 
possible that both versions were true, that he 
rejoiced at his release, and at the same time 
wrept for her who released him. As a general 
rule, people, even the wicked, are much more 
naive and simple-hearted than we suj)pose. 
And we ourselves arc, too. 

Chapter 2. He Gets Rid of his Eldest Son 
You can easily imagine what a father such a 
man could be and how he would bring up his 
childrcm. His behaviour as a father was exactly 
what might be expected. He completely aban- 
doned the child of his marriage with Adelaida 
Ivanovna, not from malice, nor because of his 
matrimonial grievances, but simply because he 
forgot him. While he w'as wearying everyone 
with his tears and complaints, and turning his 
house into a sink of debauchery, a faithful serv- 
ant of the family, Grigc^ry, took the three-year- 
old Mitya into his care. If he hadn’t looked 
after him there would have been no one even 
tc^ change the baby’s little shirt. 

It iiappened moreover that the child’s rela- 
tions on his mother’s side lorgot him too at 
first. His grandfather was no longer living, his 
widow, Mitya’s grandmother, had moved to 
Moscow, and was seriously ill, while his daugh- 
ters were miirried, so that Mitya remained lor 
almost a whole year in old Grigory’s charge and 
lived with him in the servant’s cottage. But if 
his father had remembered him (he could not, 
indeed, have been altogether unaware of his 
existence) he would have sent him back to the 
cottage, as the child would only have been in 
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the way of his debaucheries. But a cousin of 
Mitya's mother, Pyotr Alexandrovitch Miiisov, 
happened to return from Paris, lie lived for 
many years aftenvards abroad, but was at that 
time <|uite a young- man, and distinguished 
among the Miusovs as a man of enlightened 
ideas and of Kuropean culture, who had been 
in the capitals and abroad. Towards the end 
ol his life he became a Liberal of the type com- 
mon in the forties and fifties. In the course of 
his career he had come into contact with many 
of the most Liberal men of his epoch, both in 
Russia and abroad. He had known Proudhon 
and Bakunin personally, and in his declining 
years was very fond of describing the tliree days 
of the Paris Revolution of February, 1848, hint- 
ing that he himself had almost taken part in 
the fighiing on the barricades. Lhis was one of 
the most grateful recollections of his youth. 
He had an independent property of about a 
thousand souls, to reckon in the old style. His 
splendid estate lay on the outskirts of our little 
town and bordered on the lands of our famous 
monastuiy, \mi 1 i which Pyotr Alexandrovitch 
began an endless lawsuit, almost as soon as he 
came into the estate, concerning the rights of 
fishing in the river or wood cutting in tlie for- 
est, J don’t know exactly which. He regarded it 
as his duty as a citizen and a man of culture to 
open an attack upon the '‘clericals." Hearing 
all about Adelaida Ivanovna, whom he, of 
course, remembered, and in w'hoin he had at 
one time been interestc'd, and learning of the 
existence of Mitya, he inteivc’ncd. in spile 01 
all hisyouthlul indignation and contempt for 
Fyodor Pavlovitch. Fie made the latter's ac- 
cpiaintance for the first time, and told him di- 
rectly that he wished to undertake the child’s 
education. He u.scd long afterwards to tell as 
a cliarac teristic touch, that when he began to 
speak of Mitya, Fyodor Pavlovitch looked for 
scmie time as though he did not understand 
what child he was talking about, and evcMi as 
though he was surprised to hear that he had a 
little son in the hou.se. Fhc story may have 
been exaggerated, yet it must have been some- 
thing like the truth. 

Fyodor Pavlovitch was all his life fond of act- 
ing, of .suddenly playing an unexpected part, 
sometimes without any motive fordoing so, and 
even to his own direct disadvantage, as, for in- 
stance, in the present case. '1 his habit, however, 
is characteristic of a very great number of peo- 
ple, some of them very clever ones, not like 
Fyodor Pavlovitch. Pyotr Alexandrovitch car- 
ried the business through vigorously, and was 


appointed, with Fyodor Pavlovitch, joint 
guardian of the child, who had a small prop- 
erty, a hou.se and land, left him by his mother. 
Mitya did, in fact, pass into this cousin’s keep- 
ing. F>ut as the latter had no family of his own. 
and after .securing the revenues of his estates 
W'as in haste to return at emee to Paris, he left 
the boy in charge of one of his cousins, a lady 
living in Moscow. It came to pass that, settling 
permanently in Paris he, too, forgot the child^ 
especially when the Revolution of February 
broke out, making an impression on his mind 
that he remembered all the rest of his life. The 
Moscow lady died, and Mitya passed into the 
care of one of her married daughters. I believe 
he changed his home a fourth time later on. I 
won’t enlarge upon that now, as 1 shall have 
much to tell later of Fyodor Pavlovitch’s first- 
born, and must confine myself now to the most 
essential factsabout him, without which 1 could 
not begin my story. 

In the first place, this Mitya, or rather Dmitri 
Fyodorovitch, w as the only one of Fyodor Pav- 
lovitch’s three sons who grew up in the belief 
that he had property, and that he would be 
independent on coming of age. He spent an 
irregular boyhood and youth. He did not finish 
his studies at the gymnasium, he got into a mili- 
tary school, then went to the Caucasus, was 
promoted, fought a duel, and was degraded to 
the ranks, earned promotion again, led a wild 
life, and spent a good deal of money. He did 
not begin to receive any income from Fyodor 
Pavlovitch until he came of age, and until then 
got intt> debt. He saw and knew’ his father, 
Fyodor Pavlovitch, for the first time oncoming 
of age, when he visited our neighbourhood on 
purpose to .settle with him about his property. 
He seems not to have liked his father. He did 
not slay long with him, and made haste to get 
away, havingonly succeeded inobtaining a sum 
of money, and entering into an agreement for 
future j)ayments from the estate, of the revenues 
and value of which he w'as unable (a fact 
worthy of note), upon this occasion, to get a 
statement from his lather. Fyodor Pavlovitch 
remarked for the first lime then (this, too, 
should be noted) that Mitya had a vague and 
exaggerated idea of his property. Fyodor Pav- 
lovitch was very well satisfied with this, as it 
fell in with his own designs. He gathered only 
that the young man was frivolous, unruly, of 
violent passions, impatient, and dissipated, and 
that if he could only obtain ready money he 
would be satisfied, although only, of course, for 
a short time. So Fyodor Pavlovitch began to 
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take advantage of this fact» sending him from 
time to time small doles, instalments. In the 
end, when four years later, Mitya, losing pa- 
tience, came a second time to our little town to 
settle up once for all with his father, it turned 
out to his amazement that he had nothing, that 
it w'as difficult to get an account even, that he 
had received the whole value of his property in 
sums of money from Fyodor Pavlovitch, and 
was perhaps even in debt to him, that by vari- 
ous agreements into which he had, of his own 
desire, entered at various previous dates, he had 
no right to expect anything more, and so on, 
and so on. The young man was overwhelmed, 
suspected deceit and cheating, and was al- 
most beside himself. And, indeed, this circum- 
stance led to the catastrophe, the account of 
which forms the subject of my first introductory 
story, or rather the external sideof it. But before 
1 pass to that story J must say a little of Fyodor 
Pavlovitch*s other two sons, and of their origin. 

Chapter 5 . The Second Marriage 
and the Second Family 
Very shortly after getting his four-year-old 
Mitya off his hands Fyodor Pavlovitch married 
a second time. His second marriage lasted eight 
years. He took this secondwife, Sofya Ivanovna, 
also a very young girl, from another province, 
where he had gone upon some small piece of 
business in company with a Jew. 'Fhough Fyo- 
dor Pavlovitch was a drunkard and a vicious 
debauchee he never neglected inverting his 
capital, and managed his business affairs very 
successfully, though, no doubt, not over-scrup- 
ulously. Sofya Ivanovna was the daughter of 
an obscure deacon, and was left from childhood 
an orphan without relations. She grew up in 
the house of a general’s widow, a w'calthy old 
lady of good position, who was at once her 
benefactress and tormentor. I do not know the 
details, but 1 have only heard that the orphan 
girl, a meek and gentle creature, wa.s once cut 
down from a halter in w'hich she was hanging 
from a nail in the loft, so terrible were her suf- 
ferings from the caprice and everlasting nag- 
ging of this old woman, who was apparently 
not bad-hearted but had become an insuffer- 
able tyrant through idleness. 

Fyodor Pavlovitch made her an offer; in- 
quiries were made about him and he was re- 
fused. But again, as in his first marriage, he pro- 
posed an elopement to the orphan girl. I'here 
is very little doubt that she would not on any 
account have married him if she had known a 
little more about him in time. But she lived 


in another province; besides, what could a little 
girl of sixteen know about it, except that she 
would be better at the bottom of the river than 
remaining wdth her benefactress. So the poor 
child exchanged a benefactress for a benefac- 
tor. Fyodor Pavlovitch did not get a penny 
this time, for the general’s widow was furious. 
She gave them nothing and cursed them both. 
But he had not reckoned on a dowry; what 
allured him was the remarkable beauty of the 
innocent girl, above all her innocent appear- 
ance, which had a peculiar attraction for a 
vicious profligate, who had hitherto admired 
only the coarser types of feminine beauty. 

“Those innocent eyes slit my soul up like a 
razor,” he used to say afterwards, with his loath- 
some snigger. In a man so depraved this might, 
of course, mean no more than sensual attrac- 
tion. As he had received no dowry with his wife, 
and had. so to speak, taken her “from the 
halter,” he did not stand on ceremony with 
her. Making her feel that she had “wronged” 
him. he took advantage of her phenomenal 
meekness and subniissivenessto trampleon the 
elementary dec encies of marriage. He gathered 
loose women into his house, and carried on 
orgies of debauchery in his wife’s presence. To 
show what a pass things had tome to, I may 
mention that Grigory, the gUnmiy, stupid, ob- 
stinate, argumentative servant, who had always 
hated his first mistress, Adelaida I vanovna, took 
the side of his new^ mistress, lie championed 
her cause, abusing Fyoilor Pavlovitch in a man- 
ner little befitting a servant, and on one occa- 
sion broke up the revels and drove all the dis- 
orderly women out of the house. In tlic end 
this unhappy young woman, kept in terror 
from her childhood, fell into that kind of nerv- 
ous disease which is most frecpicntly found in 
peasant women who are said to be “po.ssessed 
by devils.” At times after terrible fits of hyster- 
ics she even lost her reason. Yet she bore Fyodor 
Pavlovitch two sons, Ivan and Alexey, the eld- 
est in the first year of marriage and the second 
three years later. When she died, little Alexey 
was in his fourth year, and, strange as it seems, 
1 know that he reinemberipd his mother all his 
life, like a dreaiii, of coufrsc. At her death al- 
most exactly the same thkig happened to the 
two little boys as to thcirfelder brother, Mitya. 
They were completely forgotten and abandon- 
ed by their father. They were looked after by 
the same Grigory and lived in his cottage, where 
they were found by the tyrannical old lady who 
had brought up their mother. She was still 
alive, and had not, all those eight years, for- 
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gotten the insult done her. All that time she 
was obtaining exact information as to her So- 
fya’s manner of life, and hearing of her illness 
and hideous surroundings she declared aloud 
two or three times to her retainers: 

*’It serves her right. God has punished her 
for her ingratitude.” 

Exactly three months after Sofya Ivanovna’s 
death the general’s widow suddenly appeared 
in our town, and went straight to Fyodor Pavlo- 
vi toll’s house. She spent only half an hour in 
the town but she did a great deal. It was eve- 
ning. Fyodor Pavlovitch, whom she had not 
seen for those eight years, came in to her drunk. 
The story is that instantly upon seeing him, 
without any sort of explanation, she gave him 
two good, resounding slaps on the face, seized 
him by a tuft of hair, and shook him three times 
up and down. Then, without a word, she went 
straight to the cottage to the two boys. Seeing, 
at the first glance, that they were unwashed and 
in dirty linen, she promptly gave Grigory, too, 
a box on the car, and announcing that she 
would carr) olf both the children she wrapped 
them just as they were in a rug, put them in 
the carriage, and drove off to her own town. 
Grigory accepted the blow like a devoted slave, 
without a word, and when he escorted the old 
lady to her carriage he made her a low bow and 
pronounced impressively that, ”God would re- 
pay her for the orphans.” ”Youarea blockhead 
all the same,” the old lady shouted to him as 
she drove away. 

Fyodor Pavlovitch, thinking it over, decided 
that it was a good thing, and did not refuse 
the general’s widow his formal consent to any 
proposition in regard to his children’s edu- 
cation. As for the slaps she had given him, he 
drove all over the town telling the story. 

It happened that the old lady died soon aft- 
er this, but she left the boys in her will a thou- 
sand roubles each ’’for their instruction, and 
so that all be spent on them exclusively, with 
the condition that it be so portioned out as to 
last till they are twenty-one, for it is more than 
adequate provision for such children. If other 
people think fit to throw away their money, 
let them.” I have not read the will myself hut 
1 heard there was something queer of the sort, 
very whimsically expressed. The principal heir, 
Yefim Petrovitch Polenov, the Marshal of No- 
bility of the province, turned out, however, to 
be an honest man. Writing to Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch, and discerning at once that he could 
extract nothing from him for his children’s 
education (though the latter never directly re- 
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fused but only procrastinated as he always did 
in such cases, and was, indeed, at times effu- 
sively sen timental), Yefim Petrovitch took a per- 
sonal interest in the orphans. He became espe- 
cially fond of the younger, Alexey, who lived 
for a long while as one of his family. I beg the 
reader to note this from the beginning. And 
to Yefim Petrovitch, a man of a generosity and 
humanity rarely to be met with, the young peo- 
ple were more indebted for their education, 
and bringing up than to anyone. He kept the 
two thousand roubles left to them by the gen- 
eral’s widow intact, so that by the time they 
came of age their portions had been dou- 
bled by the accumulation of interest. He ed- 
ucated them both at his own expense, and cer- 
tainly spent far more than a thousand roubles 
upon each of them. I won’t enter into a de- 
tailed account of their boyhood and youth, 
but will only mention a few of the most impor- 
tant events. Of the elder, Ivan, I will only say 
that he grew into a somewhat morose and re- 
served. though far from timid boy. At ten years 
old he had realised that they were living not 
in their own home but on other people’s char- 
ity, and that their father was a man of whom 
it was disgraceful to speak. This boy began very 
early, almost in his infancy (so they say at 
least), to show a brilliant and unusual aptitude 
for learning. I don’t know precisely why, but 
he left the family of Yefim Petrovitch when he 
was hardly thirteen, entering a Moscow gym- 
nasium, and boarding with an experienced and 
celebrated teacher, an old friend of Yefim Pe- 
trovitch. Ivan used to declare afterwards that 
this was all due to the ’’ardour for good works” 
of Yefim Petrovitch, who was captivated by 
the idea that the boy’s genius should be trained 
by a teaclierof genius. But neither Yefim Petro- 
vitch nor this teacher was living when the 
young man finished at the gymnasium and en- 
tered the university. As Yefim Petrovitch had 
made no provision for the payment of the ty- 
rannical old lady’s legacy, which had grown 
from one thousand to two, it was delayed, ow- 
ing to formalities inevitable in Russia, and the 
young man was in great straits for the first two 
years at the university, as he was forced to keep 
himself all the time he was studying. It must 
be noted tliat he did not even attempt to com- 
municate with his father, perhaps from pride, 
from contempt for him, or perhaps from his 
cool common sense, which told him that from 
such a fatlier he wduld get no real assistance. 
However that may have been, the young man 
was by no means despondent and succeeded 
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in getting work, at first giving sixpenny lessons 
and afterwards getting paragraphs on street 
incidents into the newspapers under the signa> 
ture of “Eye-Witness/* These paragraphs, it 
was said, were so interesting and pi(]uant that 
they were soon taken. This alone showed the 
young man’s practical and intellectual supe- 
riority over the masses of needy and unfortu- 
nate students of both sexes who hang about 
the offices of the newspapers and journals, un- 
able to think of anything better than everlast- 
ing entreaties for copying and translations 
from the French. Having once got into touch 
with the editors Ivan Fyodorovitch always 
kept up his connection with them, and in his 
latter years at the university he published bril- 
liant reviews of books upon various special sub- 
jects. so that he became well known in literary 
circles. But only in his last year he suddenly 
succeeded in attracting the attention of a far 
wider circle of readers, so that a great many 
people noticed and remembered him. It was 
rather a curious incident. When he had just 
left the university and was preparing to go 
abroad upon his two thousand roubles, Ivan 
Fyodorovitch published in one of the more im- 
portant journals a strange article, which at- 
tracted general notice, on a subject of which 
he might have been supposed to know noth- 
ing, as he was a student of natural science. The 
article dealt with a subject which was being de- 
bated everywhere at the time— the position of 
the ecclesiastical courts. After discussing several 
opinions on the subject he went on to*cxplain 
his own view. What was most striking about 
the article was its tone, and its unexpected con- 
clusion. Many of the Church party regarded 
him unquestioningly as on their side. And yet 
not only the seculari.stsbut even atheists joined 
them in their applause. Finally some sagacious 
persons opined that the article was nothing 
but an impudent satirical burlesque. 1 men- 
tion this incident particularly because this arti- 
cle penetrated into the famous monastery in 
our neighbourhood, where the inmates, being 
particularly interested in the question of the ec- 
clesiastical courts, were completely bewildered 
by it. Learning the author’s name, they were 
interested in his being a nativeof the town and 
the son of “that Fyodor Pavlovitch.’’ And just 
then it was that the author himself made his 
appearance among us. 

Why Ivan Fyodorovitch had come amongst 
us I remember asking myself at the time with 
a certain uneasiness. This fateful visit, which 
was the first step leading to so many conse- 


quences, I never fully explained to myself. It 
seemed strange on the face of it that a young 
man so learned, so proud, and apparently so 
cautious, should suddenly visit such an infa- 
mous house and a father who had ignored him 
all his life, hardly knew him, never diought of 
him, and would not under any circumstances 
have given him money, though he was always 
afraid that his sons Ivan and Alexey would 
also come to ask him for it. And here the young 
man was staying in the house of such a father, 
had been living with him for two months, and 
they were on the best possible terms. This last 
fact was a special cause of wonder to many 
others as well as to me. Pyotr Alexandrovitch 
Miiisov, of w’hoin we have spoken already, the 
cousin of Fyodor Pavlovitch’s first wife, liap- 
pened to be in the neighbourhood again on a 
visit to his estate. He had come from Paris, 
which was his permanent home. I remember 
that he was more surprised than anyone when 
he made the acquaintance of the young man, 
who interested him extremely, and with whom 
he scunctimes argued and not without an inner 
pang compared himself in acciuircmcnts. 

“He is proud,’’ he used to say, “he will never 
be in want of pence; he has got money enough 
to go abroad noi\\ What does he want here? 
Everyone can see that he hasn ’t come for money, 
for his father would never give him any. He 
has no taste for drink and dissipation, and yet 
his father can’t do without him. They get on 
.so well together I’’ 

That was the truth; the young man had an 
unmistakable influence over his father, who 
positively appeared to be behaving more de- 
cently and even seemed at times ready to obey 
his son, though often extremely and even spite- 
fully perverse. 

It was only later that we learned that Ivan 
had come partly at the request of, and in the 
interests of, his elder brother, Dmitri, whom 
he saw for the first time on this very visit, though 
he had before leaving Moscow been in corre- 
spondence with him about an important mat- 
ter of more concern to Dmitri than himself. 
What that business was the reader will learn 
fully in due time. Yet even when I did know of 
this special circUiiistance 1 still felt Ivan Fyo- 
dorovitch to be an enigmatic figure, and 
thought his visit rather mysterious. 

I may add that Ivan appeared at the time 
in the light of a mediator between his father 
and his elder brother Dmitri, who was in open 
quarrel with his father and even planning to 
bring an action against him. 
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The family, I repeat, was now united for the 
first time, and some of its members met for the 
first time in their lives. The younj^er brother, 
Alexey, had been a year already among us, 
having been the first of the three to arrive. It 
is of that brother Alexey I find it most difficult 
to speak in this introduction. Yet J must give 
some preliminary account of him, if only to 
explain one queer fact, which is that 1 have 
to introduce my hero to the reader wearing 
the cassock of a novice. Yes, he had been for 
the last year in our monastery, and seemed 
willing to be cloistered there for the rest of 
his life. 

Chapter 4, The Third Son, Alyosha 
He was only twenty, his brother Ivan was in 
his twenty-fourth year at the time, while their 
elder brother Dmitri was twenty-seven. First of 
all, 1 must explain that this young man, Alyo- 
sha, was not a fanatic, and, in my opinion at 
least, was not even a mystic. I may as well give 
my full opinion from the beginning. He w'as 
simply an early lover of humanity, and that he 
adopted II. e monastic life w’as simply because 
at that time it struck him, so to say, as the ideal 
escape lor his soul struggling from the dark- 
ness of w^orldly wickedness to the light of love. 
And the reason this life struck him in this way 
was that he found in it at that time, as he 
thought, an extraordiitary being, our celebrated 
elder, Zossima. to whom he became attached 
with all the warm first love ol his ardent heart. 
But I do not dispute that he was very strange 
even at that time, and had been so indeed 
from his cradle. 1 have mentioned already, 
by the way, that though he lost his mother in 
his fourth year he remembered her all his li fe- 
ller lace, her caresses, ‘‘as though she stood liv- 
ing before me." Such memories may persLst, 
as everyone knows, from an even earlier age, 
even from tw’o years old, but scarcely stand- 
ing out through a whole lifetime like spots 
of light out of darkness, like a coiner torn 
out of a huge picture, which has all faded and 
disappeared except that fragment. 'I'hat is how 
it was with him. 1 le remembered one still sum- 
mer evening, an open winciow', the slanting 
rays of the setting sun (that he recalled « lost 
vividly ot all); in a corner of the room the holy 
image, before it a lighted lamp, and on her 
knees before the image his mother, sobbing hys- 
terically with cries and moans, snatching him 
up in both arms, squcc/ing him close till it 
hurt, and praying for him to the Mother of 
God, holding him out in both arms to the im- 
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age as though to put him under the Mother's 
protection ... and suddenly a nurse runs in and 
snatches him from her in terror. That was the 
picturel And Alyosha remembered hismother's 
face at that minute. He used to say that it was 
frenzied but beautiful as he remembered. But 
he rarely cared to speak of this memory to any- 
one. In his childhood and youth he w'as by no 
means expansive, and talked little indeed, but 
not from shyness or a sullen unsociability; quite 
the contrary, from something different, from a 
sort of inner preoccupation entirely personal 
and unconcerned with other people, but so im- 
portant to him that he seemed, as it were, to 
forget others on account of it. But he w'as fond 
of people: he seemed throughout his life to put 
implicit trust in people: yet no one ever looked 
on him as a simpleton or naive person. There 
ivas something about him which made one feel 
at once (and it was so all his life afterwards) 
that he did not care to be a judge of others— 
that he- would never take it upon himself to 
criticise and would never condemn anyone for 
anything. He seemed, indeed, to accept every- 
thing without the least condemnation though 
often grieving bitterly: and this was so much 
so that no one could surprise or frighten him 
even in his earliest youth. Coming at t\venty 
to his father's house, wdiich was a very sink of 
filthy debauchery, he, chaste and pure as he 
was, simply withdrew in silence when to look 
on was unbearable, but without the slightest 
sign of contempt or condemnation. His father, 
who had once been in a dependent position, and 
so was .sensitive and ready to take oftence, met 
him at iiist with distrust and sullenness. "He 
docs not say much," he used to say, ‘‘and thinks 
the more.” But soon, within a fortnight in- 
deed, he took to embracing him and kissing 
him terribly often, with drunken tears, with 
sottish sentimentality, yet he evidently felt a 
real and deep affection for him, such as he had 
never been capable ot feeling for anyone be- 
fore. 

Everyone, indeed, loved this young man 
wherever he went, and it was so from his earli- 
est childhood. AVhen he entered the household 
of his patron and benefactor, Yefim Petrovitch 
Polcnov, he gained the hearts of all the family, 
so that they looked on him quite as their own 
child. Yet he entered the house atsucha tender 
age til at he could not have acted from design 
nor artfulness in w'inning affection. So that the 
gift of making himself loved directly and un- 
consciously was inherent in him, in his vciy' na- 
ture, so to speak. It was the same at school. 
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though he seemed to be just one of those chil- 
dren who are distrusted, sometimes ridiculed, 
and even disliked by their schoolfellows. He 
was dreamy, for instance, and rather solitary. 
From his earliest childhood he was fond of 
creeping into a comer to read, and yet he was a 
general favourite all the while he wasat school. 
He was rarely playful or merry, but anyone 
could see at the first glance that this was not 
from any sullenness. On the contrary he was 
bright and good-tempered. He never tried to 
show off among his schoolfellows. Perhaps be- 
cause of this, he was never afraid of anyone, 
yet the boys immediately understood that he 
was not proud of his fearlessness and seemed to 
be unaware that he was bohl and courageous. 
He never resented an insult. It would happen 
that an hour after the offence he would address 
the offender or answer some question with as 
trustful and candid an expression as though 
nothing had happened between them. And it 
was not that he seemed to have forgotten or in- 
tentionally foigiven the affront, but simply that 
he did not regard it as an affront, and this com- 
pletely conquered and captivated the boys. 
He had one characteristic which made all his 
schoolfellows from the bottom class to the top 
want to mock at him, not from malice but be- 
cause it amused them. This characteristic was 
a wild fanatical modesty and chastity. He could 
not bear to hear certain words and certain con- 
versations about women. There are “certain” 
words and conversations unhappily impossible 
to eradicate in schools. Boys pure in mind and 
heart, almost children,. are fond of talking in 
school among themselves, and even aloud, of 
things, pictures, and images of which even sol- 
diers would sometimes hesitate to speak. More 
than that, much that soldiers have no knowl- 
edge or conception of is familiar to quite young 
children of our intellectual and higher classes. 
There is no moral depravity, no real corrupt 
inner cynicism in it, but there is the appearance 
of it, and it is often looked upon among them 
as something refined, subtle, daring, and wor- 
thy of imitation. Seeing that Alyosha Karama- 
zov put his fingers in his ears when they talked 
of “that,” they used sometimes to crowd round 
him, pull his hands away, and shout nastiness 
into both ears, while he struggled, slipped to 
the floor, tried to hide himself without utter- 
ing one word of abuse, enduring their insults 
in silence. But at last they left him alone and 
gave up taunting him with being a “regular 
girl,” and what's more they looked upon it 
with compassion as a weakness. He was al- 


ways one of the best in the class but was never 
first. 

At the time of Yefim Petrovitch's death Alyo- 
sha had two more years to complete at the pro- 
vincial gymnasium. The inconsolable widow 
went almost immediately after his death for a 
long visit to Italy with her whole family, which 
consisted only of women and girls. Alyosha 
went to live in the house of two distant rela- 
tions of Yefim Petrovitch, ladies whom he had 
never seen before. On what termshe lived with 
them he did not know himself.lt was very char- 
acteristic of him, indeed, that he never cared 
at whose expense he was living. In that respect 
he was a striking contrast to his elder brother 
Ivan, who struggled with poverty for his first 
two years in the university, maintained him- 
self by his own efforts, and had from childhood 
been bitterly conscious of living at the expense 
of his benefactor. But this strange trait in Al- 
yosha’s character must not, I think, be criticised 
too severely, for at the slightest acquaintance 
with him anyone would have perceived that 
Alyosha was one of those youths, almost of the 
type of religious enthusiast, who, if they were 
suddenly to come into possession of a large for- 
tune, would not hesitate to give it away for the 
asking, either for good works or perhaps to a 
clever rogue. In general he seemed scarcely to 
know the value of money, not, of course, in a 
literal sense. When he was given pocket-money, 
which he never asked for, he was either terri- 
bly carelessof it so that itwasgonciiiamoment, 
or he kept it for weeks together, not knowing 
what to do with it. 

In later years Pyotr Alexandrovitch Miiisov, 
a man very sensitive on the score of money and 
bourgeois honesty, pronounced the following 
judgment, after getting to know Alyosha; 

“Here is perhaps the one man in the world 
whom you might leave alone without a penny, 
in the centre of an unknown town of a million 
inhabitants, and he would not come to harm, 
he would not die of cold and hunger, for he 
would be fed and sheltered at once; and if he 
were not, he would find a 'shelter for himself, 
and it would cost him no effort or humiliation. 
And to shelter him would; be no burden, but, 
on the contrary, would probably be looked on 
as a pleasure.” ' 

He did not finish his stlidies at the gymna- 
sium. A year before the etid of the course he 
suddenly announced to the ladies that he was 
going to see his father about a plan which had 
occurred to him. They were sorry and unwill- 
ing to let him go. The journey was not an ex- 
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pensive one, and the ladies would not let him 
pawn his watch, a parting present from his 
benefactor's family. They provided him liber- 
ally with money and even fitted him out with 
new clothes and linen. But he returned half 
the money they gave him, saying that he in- 
tended to go third class. On his arrival in the 
town he made no answer to his father's first in- 
quiry why he had come before completing his 
studies, and seemed, so they say, unusually 
thoughtful. It soon became apparent that he 
was looking for his mother’s tomb. He practi- 
cally acknowledged at the time that that was 
the only object of his visit. But it can hardly 
have been the whole reason of it. It is more 
probable that he himself did not understand 
and could not explain what had suddenly aris- 
en in his soul, and drawn him irresistibly into 
a new, unknown, but inevitable path. Fyodor 
Pavlov itch could not show him where his sec- 
ond wife was buried, for he had never visited 
her grave since he had thrown earth upon her 
coffin, and in the course of years had entirely 
forgotten where she was buried. 

Fyodor I avluvitch, by the way, had for some 
time previously not been living in our town. 
'Ihrcc or four years after his wife's death he 
had gone to the south of Russia and finally 
turncil up in Odessa, where he spent several 
years. He made the acquaintance at first, in 
ins own words, “of a lot of low Jews, Jewesses, 
and Icwkins,’' and ended by being received by 
“Jews high and low alike.” It may be presumed 
that at this period he developed a peculiar fac- 
ulty for making and hoarding money. He final- 
ly returned to our town only three years before 
Alyosha's arrival. His former acquaintances 
found him looking terribly aged, although he 
was by no means an old man. He behaved not 
exactly with more dignity but with more ef- 
frontery. The former buflFoon showed an inso- 
lent propensity for making buffoons of others. 
His depravity with women was not .simply what 
it used to be, but even more revolting. In a 
short time he opened a great number of new 
taverns in the ciistrict. It was evident that he 
had perhaps a hundred thousand roubles or 
not much less. Many of the inhabitants of the 
town and district were .soon in his debt, and, of 
course, had given good security. Of late, too, he 
looked somehow bloated and seemed more ir- 
responsible, more uneven, had sunk into a sort 
of incoherence, used to begin one thing and go 
on with another, as though he were letting him- 
self go altogether. He was more and more fre- 
quently drunk. And, if it had not been for the 
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same servant Grigory, who by that time had 
aged considerably too, and used to look after 
him sometimes almost like a tutor, Fyodor Pav- 
lovitch might have got into terrible scrapes. 
Alyosha’s arrival seemed to affect even his mor- 
al side, as though .something had awakened in 
this prematurely old man which had long been 
dead in his soul. 

"Do you know,” he used often to say, look- 
ing at Alyosha, "that you are I ike her, ’the crazy 
woman* ''—that was what he used to call his 
dead wife, Alyosha’s mother. Grigory it was 
who pointed out the “crazy woman’s” grave to 
Alyosha. He took him to our town cemetery 
and showed him in a remote corner a cast-iron 
tombstone, cheap but decently kept, on which 
were inscribed the name and age of the de- 
ceased and the date of her death, and below 
a four-lined verse, such as are commonly used 
on old-fashioned middle-class tombs. To Alyo- 
sha’s amazement this tomb turned out to be 
Grigory’s doing. He had put it up on the poor 
"crazy woman’s” grave at his own expense, af- 
ter Fyodor Pavlovitch, whom he had often pes- 
tered about the grave, had gone to Odessa, 
abandoning the grave and all his memories. 
Alyosha showed no particular emotion at the 
sight of his mother’s grave. He only listened to 
Grigory’s minute and solemn account of the 
erection of the tomb; he stood with bowed 
head and walked away without utteringa word. 
It was perhaps a year before he visited the cem- 
etery again. But this little episode was not with- 
out an influence upon Fyodor Pavlovitch— and 
a vei7 original one. He suddenly took a thou- 
sand roubles to our monastery to pay lor re- 
quiems for the soul of his wife; but not for the 
second, Alyosha's mother, the "crazy woman," 
but for the first, Adelaida Ivanovna, who used 
to thrash him. In the evening of the same day 
he got drunk and abused the monks to Alyosha. 
He himself was far from being religious; he 
had probably never put a penny candle before 
the image of a saint. Strange impulses of sud- 
den feeling and sudden diought are common 
in such types. 

I have mentioned already that he looked 
bloated. His countenance at this time bore 
traces of something that testified unmistakably 
to the life he had led. Besides the long fleshy 
bags under his little, always insolent, suspi- 
cious, and ironical eyes; besides the multitude of 
deep ivrinkles in his little fat face, the Adam’s 
apple hung below Jiis .sharp chin like a great, 
fle.shy goitre, which gave him a peculiar, repul- 
sive, sensual appearance; add to that a long ra- 
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pacious mouth with full lips, between which 
could be seen little stumps of black decayed 
teeth. He slobbered every time he began to 
speak. He was fond indeed of making fun of 
his own face, though, I believe, he was well 
satisfied with it. He used particularly to point 
to his nose, which was not very large, but very 
delicate and conspicuously aquiline. “A regu- 
lar Roman nose,” he used to say, “with iny 
goitre Tve quite the countenance of an an- 
cient Roman patrician of the decadent period.” 
He seemed proud of it. 

Not long after visiting his mother's grave 
Alyosha suddenly announced that he w'anted 
to enter the monastery, and that the monks 
were willing to receive him as a novice. He ex- 
plained that this was his strong desire, and 
that he was solemnly asking his consent as his 
father. The old man knew that the elder Zossi- 
ma, who w^as living in the monastery hermit- 
age, had made a special impression upon his 
“gentle boy.” 

“That is the most honest monk among them, 
of course.” he obser\cd, after listening in 
thoughtful silence to Alyosha, and seeming 
scarcely surprised at his request. “H’m! ... So 
that's where you want to be, my gentle boy?” 

He was half drunk, and suddenly he grinned 
his slow half-drunken grin, which was not with- 
out a certain cunning and tipsy slyness. “If’m! 

. . . I had a presentiment that you would end in 
something like this. Would you l)elievc it? You 
w'erc making straight for it. Well, to be sure 
you have your own tw'o thousand. That's a 
dowry for you. And I’ll never desert you, my 
angel. And I'll j)ay what's wanted foryou there, 
if they ask for it. But, of course, if they don't 
ask, why should we worry them? What do you 
say? You know, you spend money like a canary, 
two grains a week. H’m! ... Do you know that 
near one monastery there's a place outside the 
town where every baby knows there are none 
but 'the monks’ wives' living, as they are called. 
Thirty women, I believe. I have l)ecn there my- 
self. You know, it’s interesting in iisow n way, of 
course. asa variety. 'I he worst of it is it's awful- 
ly Russian. 'There are no French wfjinen there. 
Of course, they could get then fast ettough, 
they have plenty of money. If they get to hear 
of it they’ll come along. Well, there’s nothing 
of that sort here, no 'monks' wives,’ and two 
hundred monks. They’re honest. 'I'hey keep 
the fasts. I admit it. . . . H'm. ... So you want 
to be a monk? And do you know I'm sorry to 
lose you, Alyosha; would you believe it, I've 
really grown fond of you? Well, it's a gcK)d op- 


portunity. You'll pray for us sinners; we have 
sinned too much here. I’ve always been think- 
ing who would pray forme, and whether there's 
anyone in the world to do it. My dear boy. I’m 
awfully stupid about that. You wouldn’t be- 
lieve it. Awfully. You see, however stupid I am 
about it, I keep thinking, I keep thinking— from 
time to time, of course, not all the while. It's 
impossible, I think, for the devils to forget to 
drag me down to hell with their hooks when I 
die. Then I wonder— hooks? Where would they 
get them? What of? Iron hooks? Where do they 
forge them? Have they a foundry there of some 
sort? The monks in the monastery probably be- 
lieve that there’s a ceiling in hell, for instance. 
Now I'm ready to believe in hell, but without 
a ceiling. It makes it more refined, more en- 
lightened, mr)re Lutheran that is. And, after 
all, what does it matter whether it has a ceiling 
or hasn’t? But, do you know, there's a damnable 
question involvccl in it? If there’s no ceiling 
there can be no hooks, and it there are no hooks 
it all breaks down, w'hich is unlikely again, for 
then there would be none to drag me ciown to 
hell, and if they don't drag me down what jus- 
tice is there in the world? II faudrait les in- 
v€7iier' those hooks, on purpose for me alone, 
for, if you only knew, Alyosha, what a black- 
guard 1 am.” 

‘‘But there arc no liooks there,” said Alyosha, 
looking gently and seriously at his father. 

"Yes, yes, only tlic slnulows of hooks. 1 know, 
I know\ That's how a Frenchman de.scribed 
hell: '/'«/ vti i ombre d*un cocker qtii axjet 1' om- 
bre d’une browse frollait Vomhre d'une car- 
roAse/‘^ How do you know there are no hooks, 
darling? When you’ve lived with the monks 
you’ll sing a diflcrcnt tune. But go and get at 
the truth there, and then come and tell me. 
Anyway it’s easier going tcj the other world if 
one knows what there is there. Besides, it will 
be more s(*cmJy lor you with the monks than 
here with me, with a drunken old man and 
young harlots . . . though you’re like an angel, 
nothing touches you. And I dare say nothing 
will touch you there. 'That’s why I let you go, 
because I hope for that. You’ve got all your 
wits about you. You will burn and you will 
burn out; you will be healed and come back 
again. And I will wait for )ou. I feel that 
you're the only creature ifi the world who has 
not condemned me. My dear boy, I feel it, you 
know. I can’t help feeling it.” 

* It would be necessary to invent them. 

“ Tve seen the shadow of a coachman rubbing 
the shadow of a coach with the shadow of a brush. 
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And he even began blubbering. He was sen- 
timental. He was wicked and sentimental. 

Chapter 5. Elders 

Some of my readers may imagine iha t my young 
man was a sickly, ecstatic, poorly developed 
creature, a pale, consuinjuivc dreamer. On the 
contrary, Alyosha was at this time a well-grown, 
red-cheeked, clear-eyed lad of nineteen, radi- 
ant with health. He was very handsome, too, 
graceful, moderately tall, with hair ol a dark 
brown, with a regular, rather long, oval-shaped 
face, and wide-set dark grey, shining eyes; he 
was very thoughtful, and apparently very se- 
rene. I shall he told, perhaps, that red cheeks 
arc not incompatible with lanaticism and mys- 
ticism: but I fancy that Alyosha was more of a 
realist than anyone. Oh! no doubt, in the mon- 
astery he fully believed in miracles, but, to my 
thinking, miracles are never a stumbling-block 
to the realist. It is not miracles that dispose 
realists to belief. The genuine realist, if he is 
an unbeliever, will always find strength and 
ability to disbelieve in the miraculous, and if 
he is c 'iiii .Ktcd with a miracle as an irrefu- 
table fact he would rather disbelieve his own 
senses than admit the fat t. Even ii he admits it, 
he admits it as a fact of nature till then unrec- 
ognised by him. Faith does not, in the realist, 
spring Iroin the miracle but the miracle from 
faith. If the realist ome believes, then he is 
bound by his very realism to admit the miracu- 
lous also. The Apostle Thomas said that he 
W'ould not believe till he saw, but when he did 
see he said, “My Lord and my GodI” Was it 
the miracle forced him to believe? Most likely 
not, but he believed solely because he desired 
to believe and possibly he lully believed in his 
sec ret heart even w'hen he said, “1 do not be- 
lieve till 1 see.” 

1 shall be told, perhaps, that Alyosha was 
stupid, undeveloped, had not finishc'cl his stud- 
ies, and so on. 1 hat he did not finish his stud- 
ies is tiue, hut to say that he was stupid or dull 
would be a great injustice. I'll simply repeat 
what I have said above. He entered upon this 
path only bee ause, at that time, it alone struck 
his imagination and presented itself to him as 
olfering an ideal means of escape lor liis m>uI 
from darkness to light. Add to that that he was 
to some extent a youth ol our last epoch— that 
is, honest in nature, desiring the truth, stacking 
for it and believing in it, and seeking to .seri'C 
it at once with all the strength ol his soul, seek- 
ing for immediate action, and ready to sacri- 
fice everything, life itself, for it. Though these 


young men unhappily fail to understand that 
the sacrifice of life is, in many cases, the easiest 
of all sacrifices, and that to sacrifice, for in- 
stance. five or six years of tlieir seething youth 
to hard and tedious study, if only to multiply 
tenfold their powers of serving the truth and 
the cause they have set before them as their goal 
—such a sacrifice is utterly beyond the strength 
of many of them. The path Alyosha chose was 
a path going in the opposite direction, but he 
chose it with the same thirst for swift achieve; 
merit. As soon as he reflected seriously he was 
convinced of the existence of God and immor- 
tality. and at once he instinctively said to him- 
self: “1 w-ant to live for immortality, and I will 
accept no compromise.” In the same way, if he 
had decided that God and immortality did not 
exist, he would at once have become an atheist 
and a socialist. For socialism is not merely 
the labour cjucstion, it is before all things the 
atheistic question, the cjuestion of the form 
takc‘n by atheism to-day, the question of the 
tower of Babel built without God, not to mount 
to heaven from earth but to set up heaven on 
earth. Alyosha would have found it strange and 
impossible to go on living as before. It is writ- 
ten: “Give all that thou hast to the poor and 
follow Me, if thou wouldst be perfect.” 

Alyosha said to himself: “I can't give two 
roubles instead of ‘all,' and only go to mass in- 
stead of ‘following Him.' ” Perhaps his mem- 
ories of childhood brought back our monastery, 
to which his mother may have taken him to 
mass. Pci haps the slanting sunlight and the 
holy image to which his poor “crazy” mother 
had held him up still acted upon his imagina- 
tion. Brooding on these things he may have 
come to us perhaps only to sec whether here he 
could sacrifice all or only “two roubles,” and 
in the monastery he met this elder. 1 must di- 
gress to explain what an “elder” is in Russian 
monasteries, and I am sorry that I do not feel 
very competent to do so. I will try, however, to 
give a superficial account of it in a tew^ words. 
Authorities on the subject assert that the insti- 
tution of “ciders” is of recent date, not more 
than a hundred years old in our monasteries, 
though in the orthodox Fast, especially in Sinai 
and Athos, it lias existed over a thousand years. 
It is maintained that it existed in ancient times 
in Russia also, but through the calamities wdiich 
overtook Russia— the I'artars, civil war, the in- 
terruption of relations w'ith the East after the 
destruction of Constantinople— this institution 
fell into oblivion. /It was revived among us 
tow^ards the end of last century by one of the 
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great **ascetics/* as they called him» Palssy Ve» 
litchkovsky, and his disciples. But to this day 
it exists in few monasteries only, and has some- 
times been almost persecuted as an innovation 
in Russia. It flourished especially in the cele- 
brated Kozelski Optin Monastery. When and 
how it was introduced into our monastery I 
cannot say. There had already been three such 
elders and Zossima was the last of them. But he 
was almost dying of weakness and disease, and 
they had no one to take his place. The ques- 
tion for our monastery was an important one, 
for it had not been distinguished by anything 
in particular till then: they had neither relics 
of saints, nor wonder-working ikons, nor glori- 
ous traditions, nor historical exploits. It had 
flourished and been glorious all over Russia 
through its elders, to see and hear whom pil- 
grims had flocked for thousands of miles from 
all parts. 

What was such an elder? An elder was one 
who took your soul, your will, into his soul and 
his will. When you choose an elder, you re- 
nounce your own will and yield it to him in 
complete submission, complete self-abnegation. 
This novitiate, this terrible school of abnega- 
tion, is undertaken voluntarily, in the hope of 
self-conquest, of self-mastery, in order, after a 
life of obedience, to attain perfect freedom, 
that is, from self; to escape the lot of those who 
have lived their whole life without finding their 
true selves in themselves. This institution of 
elders is not founded on theory, but was es- 
tablished in the East from the practice of a 
thousand years. The obligations due to an eld- 
er are not the ordinary “obedience’* which has 
always existed in our Russian monasteries. The 
obligation involves confession to the elder by 
all who have submitted themselves to him, 
and to the indissoluble bond between him and 
them. 

The story is told, for instance, that in the 
early days of Christianity one such novice, fail- 
ing to fulfil some command laid upon him by 
his elder, left his monastery in Syria and went 
to Egypt. There, after great exploits, he was 
found worthy at last to suffer torture and a 
martyr’s death for the faith. When the Church, 
regarding him as a saint, was burying him, sud- 
denly, at the deacon’s exhortation, “Depart all 
ye unbaptised,’’ the coffin containing the mar- 
tyr’s body left its place and was cast forth from 
the church, and this took place three times. 
And only at last they learnt that this holy man 
had broken his vow of obedience and left his 
elder, and, therefore, could not be forgiven 


without the elder's absolution in spite of his 
great deeds. Only after this could the funeral 
take place. This, of course, is only an old leg- 
end. But here is a recent instance. 

A monk was suddenly commanded by his 
elder to quit Athos, which he loved as a sacred 
place and a haven of refuge, and to go first to 
Jerusalem to do homage to the Holy Places 
and then to go to the north to Siberia: “There 
is the place for thee and not here.’’ The monk, 
overwhelmed with sorrow, went to the (Ecu- 
menical Patriarch at Constantinople and be- 
sought him to release him from his obedience. 
But the Patriarch replied that not only was he 
unable to release him, but there was not and 
could not be on earth a power which could re- 
lease him except the elder who had himself 
laid that duty upon him. In this way the elders 
are endowed in certain cases with unbounded 
and inexplicable authority. That is why in 
many of our monasteries the institution was at 
first resisted almost to persecution. Meantime 
the elders immediately began to be highly es- 
teemed among the people. Masses of the igno- 
rant people as well as men of distinction flocked, 
for instance, to the elders of our monastery to 
confess their doubts, their sins, and their suffer- 
ings, and ask for counsel and admonition. See- 
ing this, the opponents of the elders declared 
that the sacrament of confession was being ar- 
bitrarily and frivolously degraded, though the 
continual opening of the heart to the elcler by 
the monk or the layman had nothing of the 
character of the sacrament. In the end, how'- 
ever, the institution of elders has been letained 
and is becoming established in Russian monas- 
teries. It is true, perhaps, that this instrument 
which had stood the test of a thousand years 
for the moral regeneration of a man from slav- 
ery to freedom and to moral perfectibility may 
be a two-edged weapon and it may lead some 
not to humility and complete self-control but 
to the most Satanic pride, that is, to bondage 
and not to freedom. 

The elder Zossima was sixty-five. He came of 
a family of landowners, had been in the army 
in early youth, and served in the Caucasus as 
an officer. He had, no doubt, impressed Alyo- 
sha by some peculiar quality of his soul. Alyo- 
sha lived in the cell of the elder, who was very 
fond of him and let hiijri wait upon him. It 
must be noted that Alyolha was bound by no 
obligation and could go where he pleased and 
be absent for whole days. Though he wore the 
monastic dress it was voluntarily, not to be 
different from others. No doubt he liked to do 
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so. Possibly his youthful imagination wasdeep- 
ly stirred by the power and fame of his elder. 

It was said that so many people had for years 
past come to confess their sins to Father Zossi- 
ma and to entreat him for words of advice and 
healing, that he had acquired the keenest in- 
tuition and could tell from an unknown face 
what a new-comer wanted, and what was the 
suffering on his conscience. He sometimes as- 
tounded and almost alarmed his visitors by his 
knowledge of their secrets before they had 
spoken a word. 

Alyosha noticed that many, almost all, went in 
to the elder for the first time with apprehension 
and uneasiness, but came out with bright and 
happy faces. Alyosha was particularly struck 
by the fact that Father Zossima was not at all 
stern. On the contrary, he was always almost 
gay. The monks used to say that he was more 
drawn to those who were more sinful, and die 
greater the sinner the more he loved him. 
There were, no doubt, up to the end of his life, 
among the monks some who hated and envied 
him. but they were few in number and they 
were silent, (hough among them were some of 
great dignity in the monastery, one, for in- 
stance, of the older monks distinguished for 
his strict keeping of fasts and vows of silence. 
But the majority were on Father Zossima's side 
and very many of them loved him with all their 
hearts, warmly and sincerely. Some were al- 
most fanatically devoted to him, and declared, 
though not quite aloud, that he was a saint, 
that there could be no doubt of it, and, seeing 
that his end was near, they anticipated mir- 
acles and great glory to the monastery in the 
immediate future from his relics. Alyosha had 
unquestioning faith in the miraculous power 
of the elder, just as he had unquestioning faith 
in the story ox the coffin that (lew out of the 
church. He saw many who came with sick chil- 
dren or relatives and besought the elder to lay 
hands on them and to pray over them, return 
shortly after— some the next day— and, falling 
in tears at the elder's feet, thank him for heal- 
ing their sick. 

Whether they had really been healed or were 
simply better in the natural course of the dis- 
ease was a question which did not exist f • >»* Al- 
yosha, for he fully believed in the spiritual 
power of his teacher and rejoiced in his fame, 
in his glory, as though it were his own triumph. 
His heart throbbed, and he beamed, as it were, 
all over when the elder came out to the gates of 
the hermitage into the waiting crowd of pil- 
grims of the humbler class vfho had flocked 
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from all parts of Russia on purpose to see the 
elder and obtain his blessing. They fell down 
before him, wept, kissed his feet, kissed the 
earth on which he stood, and wailed, while the 
women held up their children to him and 
brought him the sick "possessed with devils." 
The elder spoke to them, read a brief prayer 
over them, blessed them, and dismissed them. 
Of late he had become so weak through attacks 
of illness that he was sometimes unable to leave 
his cell, and the pilgrims waited for him to 
come out for several days. Alyosha did not 
wonder why they loved him so, why they fell 
down before him and wept with emotion mere- 
ly at seeing his face. OhI he understood tliat 
for the humble soul of the Russian peasant, 
worn out by grief and toil, and still more by 
the everlasting injustice and everlasting sin, his 
own and the world’s, it was the greatest need 
and comfort to find someone or something 
holy to fall down before and worship. 

"Among us there is sin, injustice, and temp- 
tation, but yet, somewhere on earth there is 
someone holy and exalted. He has the truth; 
he knows the truth; so it is not dead upon 
the earth; so it will come one day to us, too, 
and rule over all the earth according to the 
promise." 

Alyosha knew that this was just how the peo- 
ple felt and even reasoned. lie understood it, 
but that the elder Zossima was this saint and 
custodian of God’s truth— of that he had no 
more doubt than the weeping peasants and the 
sick women who held out their children to the 
elder. The conviction that after his death the 
elder w^ould bring extraordinary glory to the 
monastery was even stronger in Alyosha than 
in anyone there, and, of late, a kind of deep 
flame of inner ecstasy burnt more and more 
strongly in his heart. He was not at all troubled 
at this elder's standing as a solitary example 
before him. 

"No matter. He is holy. He carries in his 
heart the secret of renewal for all: that power 
which will, at last, establish truth on the earth, 
and all men will be holy and love one another, 
and there will be no more rich nor poor, no 
exalted nor humbled, but all will beasthediil- 
dren of God, and the true Kingdom of Qirist 
will come." That was the dream in Alyosha's 
heart. 

The arrival of his two brothers, whom he had 
not known till then, seemed to make a great 
impression on Alyosha. He more quickly made 
friends witli his hdlf-brother Dmitri (though 
he arrived later) tlian with his own brother 
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Ivan. He was extremely interested in his broth- 
er Ivan, but when the latter had been two 
months in the town, though they had met fair- 
ly often, they were still not intimate. Alyosha 
was naturally silent, and he seemed to be ex- 
pecting something, ashamed about something, 
while his brother Ivan, tliough Alyosha noticed 
at first that he looked long and curiously at 
him, seemed soon to have left off thinking of 
him. Alyosha noticed it with some embarrass- 
ment. He ascribed his brother’s indifference at 
first to the disparity of their age and education. 
But he also wondered whether the absence of 
curiosity and sympathy in Ivan might be due 
to some other cause entirely unknown to him. 
He kept fancying that Ivan was absorbed in 
something— something inward and important 
—that he was striving towards some goal, per- 
haps very hard to attain, and that that was why 
he had no thought for him. Alyosha wondered, 
loo, whether there was not some contempt on 
the part of the learned atheist for him— a fool- 
ish novice. He knew for certain that his broth- 
er was an atheist. He could not take offence at 
this contempt, if it existed: yet, with an uneasy 
embarrassment which he did not himself un- 
derstand. he waited for his brother to come 
nearer to him. Dmitri used to speak of Ivan 
with the deepest respect and with a peculiar 
earnestness. From him Alyosha learnt all the 
details of the important affair which had of 
late formed such a close and remarkable bond 
between the two elder brothers. Dmitri's en- 
thusiastic references to Ivan were -the more 
striking in Alyosha*s eyes since Dmitri was, 
compared with Ivan, almost uneducated, and 
the two brothers were such a contrast in per- 
sonality and character that it would be difficult 
to find two men more unlike. 

It was at this time that the meeting, or, rath- 
er gathering of the members of this inharmoni- 
ous family took place in the cell of the elder 
who had such an extraordinary influence on 
Alyosha. The pretext for this gathering was a 
false one. It was at this time that the discord 
between Dmitri and his father seemed at its 
acutest stage and their relations had become 
insufferably strained. Fyodor Pavlovitch seems 
to have been the first to suggest, apparently in 
joke, that they should all meet in Father Zossi- 
ma’s cell, and that, without appealing to his 
direct intervention, they might more decently 
come to an understanding under the conciliat- 
ing influence of the elder's presence. Dmitri, 
who had never seen the elder, naturally .sup- 
posed that his father was trying to intimidate 


him, but, as he secretly blamed himself for his 
outbursts of temper with his father on several 
recent occasions, he accepted the challenge. It 
must be noted that he was not, like Ivan, stay- 
ing with his father, but livingapart at the other 
end of the town. It happened that Pyotr Alex- 
androvitch Miiisov, who was staying in the dis- 
trict at the time, caught eagerly at the idea. A 
Liberal of the forties and fifties, a freethinker 
and atheist, he may have been led on by bore- 
dom or the hope of frivolous diversion. He was 
suddenly seized with the desire to see the mon- 
astery and the holy man. As his lawsuit with 
the monastery still dragged on, he made it the 
pretext for seeing the Superior, in order to at- 
tempt to settle it amicably. A visitor coming 
with such laudable intentions might be re- 
ceived with more attention and consideration 
than if he came from simple curiosity. Influ- 
ences from within the monastery were brought 
to bear on the elder, who of late had scarcely 
left his cell, and had been forced by illness 
to deny even his ordinary visitors. In the end 
he consented to see them, and the day was 
fixed. 

“Who has made me a judge over them?” was 
all he said, smilingly, to Alyosha. 

Alyosha was much perturbed when he heard 
of the proposed visit. Of all the wrangling, 
quarrelsome party, Dmitri was the only one 
w’ho could regard the interview seriously. All 
the others would comcTrom frivolous motives, 
perhaps insulting to the elder. Alyosha was 
w^ell aware of that. Ivan and Miiisov would 
come from curiosity, perhaps of the coarsest 
kind, while his father might be contemplating 
some piece of buffoonery. Though he said 
nothing, Alyosha thoroughly understood his 
father. The boy, I repeat, was far from being 
so simple as everyone thought him. He await- 
ed the day with a heavy heart. No doubt he 
was always pondering in his mind how the fam- 
ily discord could be ended. But his chief anxi- 
ety concerned the elder. He trembled for him, 
for his glory, and dreaded any affront to him, 
especially the refined, courteous irony of Miii- 
sov and the supercilious half-utterances of the 
highly educated Ivan. He even wanted to ven- 
ture on warning the elder, telling him some- 
thing about them, but, on second thoughts, 
said nothing. He only sent word the day be- 
fore, through a friend, U) his brother Dmitri, 
that he loved him and expected him to keep 
his promise. Dmitri wondered, for he could 
not remember what he had promised, but he 
answered by letter that he would do his utmost 
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not to let himself be provoked “by vileness/* 
but that, although he had a deep respect for 
the elder and for his brother Ivan, he was con- 
vinced that the meeting was either a trap for 
him or an unworthy farce. 


^5 

“Nevertheless I would rather bite out my 
tongue than be lacking in respect tothesainted 
man whom you reverence so highly,*' he wrote 
in conclusion. Alyosha was not greatly cheered 
by the letter. 


BOOK II 

An Unfortunate Gathering 


Chapter i. They Arrive at the Monastery 

It was a warm, bright day at die end of August. 
The interview with the elder had been fixed 
for half-past eleven, immediately after late mass. 
Our visitors did not take part in the service, 
but arrived just as it was over. First an elegant 
open carriage, drawn by two valuable horses, 
drove up with Miiisov and a distant relative of 
his, a young man of twenty, called Pyotr Fo- 
iiiitrh This young man was prepar- 

ing to enter the university, Miiisov, with whom 
he was staying for the time, was trying to per- 
suade him to go abroad to the university of Zu- 
rich or Jena. The young man was still unde- 
cided. He was thoughtful and absent-minded. 
He was nice-looking, strongly built, and rather 
tall. I’here was a strange fixity in his gaze at 
times. Like all very absent-minded people he 
would sometimes stare at a person without see- 
ing him. He was silent and rather aw'kward, 
but sometimes, when he was alone with any- 
one, he became talkative and effusive, and 
would laugh at anything or nothing. But his 
animation vanished as quickly as it appeared. 
He was always well and even elaborately 
dressed; he had already some independent 
fortune and expectations of much more. He 
was a friend of Alyosha’s. 

In an ancient, jolting, but roomy, hired car- 
riage, with a pair of old pinkish-grey horses, a 
long w'ay behind Miiisov’s carriage, came Fyo- 
dor Pavlovitch, with his son Ivan. Dmitri was 
late, though he had been informed of the time 
the evening before. The visitors left thei? car- 
riage at the hotel, outside the precincts, and 
went to the gates of the monastery on foot. Ex- 
cept Fyodor Pavlovitch, none of the party had 
ever seen the monastery, and Miiisov had prob- 
ably not even been to church for thirty years. 
He looked about him with curiosity, together 
with assumed ease. But, except the church and 


the domestic buildings, though these too were 
ordinary enough, he found nothing of interest 
in the interior of the monastery. The last of 
the w'orshippers were coming out of the church, 
bareheaded and crossing themselves. Among 
the humbler people were a few of higher rank 
—two or three ladies and a very old general. 
They were all staying at the hotel. Our visitors 
were at once surrounded by beggars, but none 
of them gave them anything, except young Kal- 
ganov, w'ho took a ten-copeck piece out of his 
purse, and. nervous and embarrassed— God 
knows why I— hurriedly gave it to an old wom- 
an, saying: “Divide it equally." None of his 
companions made any remark upon it, so that 
he had no reason to be embarrassed; but, per- 
ceiving this, he was even more overcome. 

It was strange that their arrival did not seem 
expected, and that they were not received with 
special honour, though one of them had re- 
cently made a donation of a thousand roubles, 
while anoiher was a very wealthy and highly 
cultured landowner, upon whom all in the 
monasteiy were in a sense dependent, as a de- 
cision of the lawsuit might at any moment put 
their fishing rights in his hands. Yet no official 
personage met tliem. 

Miiisov looked absent-mindedly at the tomb- 
stones round the church, and was on the point 
of saying that the dead buried here must have 
paid a pretty penny for the right of lying in 
tliis “holy place,” but refrained. His liberal 
irony was rapidly changing almost into anger. 

“Who the devil is there to ask in tliis im- 
becile place? We must find out, for time is pass- 
ing," he observed suddenly, as though speak- 
ing to himself. 

All at once there came up a bald-headed, eld- 
erly man with ingratiating little eyes, wearing 
a full, summer overcoat. Lifting his hat, he in- 
troduced himself with a honeyed lisp as Maxi- 
mov, a landowner of Tula. He at once entered 




The Brothers Karamazov 


i6 

into our visitors’ difficulty. 

'Tather Zossima lives in the hermitage^ a- 
part, four hundred paces from the monastery, 
the other side of the copse.” 

”1 know it*s the other side of the copse,” ob- 
served Fyodor Pavlovltch, “but we don't re- 
member the way. It is a long time since we’ve 
been here.” 

“This way, by this gate, and straight across 
the copse . . . the copse. Come with me, won’t 
you? ril show you. 1 have to go. ... 1 am going 
myself. This way, this way.” 

They came out of the gate and turned towards 
the copse. Maximov, a man of sixty, ran rather 
than walked, turning sideways to stare at them 
all, with an incredible degree of nervous cu- 
riosity. His eyes looked starting out of his head. 

"You see, we have come to the elder upon 
business of our own,” observed Miiisov severe- 
ly. “That personage has granted us an audi- 
ence, so to speak, and so, though we tliank you 
for showing us the way, we cannot ask you to 
accompany us.” 

“I’ve been there. I’ve been already: un cheva- 
lier parfait/* and Maximov snapped his fingers 
in the air. 

“Who is a chevalier?** asked Miiisov. 

“The elder, the splendid elder, the elderl 
The honour and glory of the monastery, Zossi- 
ma, Such an elderl” 

But his incoherent talk was cut short by a 
very pale, wan-lookingmonk of medium height, 
wearing a monk’s cap, who overtook them. Fyo- 
dor Pavlovitch and Miiisov stopped; 

The monk, with an extremely courteous, pro- 
found bow, announced: 

“The Father Superior invites all of you gen- 
tlemen to dine with him after your visit to the 
hennitage. At one o’clock, not later. And you 
also,” he added, addressing Maximov. 

“That I certainly will, without fail,” cried 
Fyodor Pavlovitch, hugely delighted at the in- 
vitation. “And, believe me, we’ve all given our 
word to behave properly here. ... And you, 
Pyotr Alexandrovitch, will you go, too?” 

“Yes, of course. What have I come for but to 
study all the customs here? The only obstacle 
to me is your company. . . .” 

“Yes, Dmitri Fyodorovitch is non-existent as 
yet.” 

“It would be a capital thing if he didn’t turn 
up. Do you suppose I like all this business, and 
in your company, too? So we will come to din- 
ner. Thank the Father Superior,” he said to 
the monk. 

”No, it is my duty now to conduct you to 


the elder,” answered the monk. 

“If so I’ll go straight to the Father Superior 
—to the Father Superior,” babbled Maximov. 

“The Father Superior is engaged just now. 
But as you please ” the monk hesitated. 

“Impertinent old manl” Miiisov observed 
aloud, while Maximov ran back to the monas- 
tery. 

“He’s like von Sohn,” Fyodor Pavlovitch 
said suddenly. 

“Is that all you can think of? . . . In what way 
is he like von Sohn? Have you ever seen von 
Sohn?” 

“I’ve seen his portrait. It’s not the features, 
but something indefinable. He’s a second von 
Sohn. I can always tell from the physiognomy.” 

“Ah. I dare say you are a connoisseur in that. 
But, look here, Fyodor Pavlovitch, you said 
just now that we had given our word to behave 
properly. Remember it. I advise you to con- 
trol yourself. But, if you begin to play the lool 
1 don’t intend to be associated with you here. 
. . . You see what a man he is”— he turned to 
the monk— “I’m afraid to go among decent peo- 
ple with him.” A fine smile, not without a cer- 
tain slyness, came on to the pale, bloodless lips 
of the monk, but he made no reply, and was 
evidently silent from a sense of his own dig- 
nity. Miiisov frowned more than ever. 

“Oh. devil take them all! An outer show 
elaborated through centuries, and nothing but 
charlatanism and nonsense underneath,” flash- 
ed through Miiisov’s mind. 

“Here’s the hermitage. We’ve arrived.” cried 
Fyodor Pavlovitch. “The gates are shut.” 

And he repeatedly made the sign of the cross 
to the saints painted above and on the sides of 
the gates. 

“When you go to Rome you must do as the 
Romans do. Here in this hermitage there are 
twenty-five saints being saved. They look at one 
another, and eat cabbages. And notone woman 
goes in at this gate. That’s what is remarkable. 
And that really is so. But I did hear that the 
elder receives ladies,” heremarked suddenly to 
the monk. 

“Women of the people are here too now. ly- 
ing in the portico there Waiting. But for ladies 
of higher rank two rooi&s have been built ad- 
joining the portico, but outside the precincts— 
you can see the windows— and the elder goes 
out to them by an inn^r passage when he is 
well enough. They are always outside the pre- 
cincts. There is a Harkov lady, Madame Hoh- 
lakov, waiting there now with her sick daugh- 
ter. Probably he has promised to come out to 
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her, though of late he has been so weak that he 
has hardly shown himself even to the people.” 

*‘So then there are loopholes, after all, to 
creep out of the hermitage to the ladies. Don't 
suppose, holy father, that 1 mean any harm. 
But do you know that at Athos not only the 
visits of women are not allowed, but no crea- 
ture of the female sex— no hens, nor turkey- 
hens, nor cows.” 

"Fyodor Pavlovitch, I warn you I shall go 
back and leave you here. They'll turn you out 
when I'm gone.” 

"But I'm not interfering with you, Pyotr 
Alexandrovitch. Look,” he cried suddenly, step- 
ping within the precincts, "what a vale of roses 
they live ini” 

Though there were no roses now, there were 
numbers of rare and beautiful autumn flowers 
growing wherever there was space for them, 
and evidently tended by a skilful hand; there 
were flower-beds round the church, and be- 
tween the tombs; and the one-storied wooden 
house where the elder lived was also surround- 
ed with flowers. 

"And wav it like this in the time of the last 
elder, Varsonofy? He didn't care lor such ele- 
gance. They say he used to jump up and thrash 
even ladies witli a stick,” obser\'ed Fyodor Pav- 
lovitch, as he went up the steps. 

"The elder Varsonofy did sometimes seem 
rather strange, but a great deal that’s told is 
foolishness. never thrashed anyone,” an- 
swered the monk. "Now, gentlemen, if you will 
wait a minute I will announce you.” 

"Fyodor Pavlovitch, for the last time, your 
compact, do you hear? Behave properly or I 
will pay you outi” Miiisov had time to mutter 
again. 

"I can't think why you are so agitated,” Fyo- 
dor Pavlovitch observed sarcastically. "Are you 
uneasy about your sins? They say he can tell 
by one's eyes what one has come about. And 
what a lot you think of their op inion 1 you, a 
Parisian, and so advanced. I'm surprised at 
you.” 

But Miiisov had no time to reply to this sar- 
casm. They were asked to come in. He walked 
in, somewhat irritated. 

"Now, I know myself, I am annoyed, I ill 
lose my temper and begin to quarrel— and low- 
er myself and my ideas,” he reflected. 

Chapter 2, The Old Buffoon 
They entered the room almost at the same mo- 
ment that the elder came in from his bedroom. 
There were already in the cell, awaiting the 


elder, two monks of the hermitage, one the 
Father Librarian, and the otlier Father Paissy, 
a very learned man, so they said, in delicate 
health, though not old. There was also a tall 
young man, who looked about two and twenty, 
standing in the corner throughout the inter- 
view. He had a broad, fresh face, and clever, 
observant, narrow brown eyes, and was wear- 
ing ordinary dress. He was a divinity student, 
living under the protection of the monastery. 
His expression was one of unquestioning, but* 
self-respecting, reverence. Being in a subordi- 
nate and dependent position, and so not on an 
equality with the guests, he did not greet them 
with a bow. 

Father Zossima was accompanied by a nov- 
ice, and by Alyosha. The two monks rose and 
greeted him with a very deep bow. touching 
die ground with their fingers; then kissed his 
hand. Blessing them, the elder replied with as 
deep a reverence to them, and asked their bless- 
ing. The whole ceremony was performed very 
seriously and with an appearance of feeling, 
not like an everyday rite. But Miiisov fancied 
that it was all done with intentional impressive- 
ness. He stood in front of the other visitors. 
He ought— he had reflected upon it the eve- 
ning before— from simple politeness, since it 
was the custom here, to have gone up to receive 
the elder’s blessing, even if he did not kiss his 
hand. But when he saw all diis bowing and 
kissing on the part of the monks he instantly 
changed his mind. With dignified gravity he 
made a rather deep, conventional bow, and 
moved away to a chair. Fyodor Pavlovitch did 
the same, mimicking Miiisov like an ape. Ivan 
bowed with great dignity and courtesy, but hi 
too kept his hands at his sides, while KalganoA 
was so confused that he did not bow at all. Thi 
elder let fall the hand raised to bless them, and 
bowing to them again, asked them all to sit 
down. The blood rushed to Alyosha’s cheeks. 
He was ashamed. His forebodings were coming 
true. 

Father Zossima sat down on a very old-fash- 
ioned mahogany sofa, covered with leather, 
and made his visitors sit down in a row along 
the opposite wall on four mahogany chairs, 
covered with shabby black leather. The monks 
sat, one at the door and the other at the win- 
dow. The divinity student, the novice, and 
Alyosha remained standing. I'hc cell was not 
very large and had a faded look. It contained 
nothing but the mq;it necessary furniture, of 
coarse and poor quality. There w^ere two pots 
of flowers in the window, and a number of 
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holy pictures in the corner. Before one huge 
ancient ikon of the Virgin a lamp was burning. 
Near it were two other holy pictures in shining 
settings, and, next them, carved cherubim, 
china eggs, a Catholic cross of ivory, with a 
Mater Dolorosa embracing it, and several for- 
eign engravings from the great Italian artists 
of past centuries. Next to these costly and ar- 
tistic engravings were several of the roughest 
Russian printsof saints and martyrs, such as are 
sold for a few farthings at all the fairs. On the 
other walls were portraits of Russian bishops, 
past and present. 

Miiisov took a cursory glance at all these 
“conventional” surroundings and bent an in- 
tent look upon the elder. He had a high opin- 
ion of his own insight, a weakness excusable in 
him as he was fifty, an age at which a clever man 
of the world of established position can hardly 
help taking himseU rather seriously. At the first 
moment he did not like Zossima. 'riicre was, 
indeed, something in the elder’s face which 
many people besides Miiisov might not have 
liked. He was a short, bent, little man, with 
very weak legs, and though he was only sixty- 
five, he looked at least ten years older. II is face 
was very thin and covered with a network of 
fine wrinkles, particularly numerous about his 
eyes, which were small, light-coloured, cjuick, 
and shining like two bright points. He had a 
sprinkling of grey hair about his temples. His 
pointed beard was small and scanty, and his 
lips, which smiled frequently, were as thin as 
two threads. His nose was not long, Rut sharp, 
like a bird’s beak. 

“To all appearances a malicious soul, full of 
petty pride,” thought Miiisov. He felt alto- 
gether dissatisfied with his position. 

A cheap little clock on the wall struck twelve 
hurriedly, and served to begin the conversation. 

“Precisely to our time,” cried Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch, “but no sign of my son, Dmitri. I apolo- 
gise for him, sacred elder!” (Alyosha shuddered 
all over at “sacred elder.”) “I am always punc- 
tual myself, minute for minute, remembering 
that punctuality is the courtesy of kings. . . 

“But you are not a king, anvway,” Miiisov 
muttered, losing his self-restraint at once. 

“Yes; that’s true. I'm not a king, and, would 
you believe it, Pyotr Alexandrovitch, 1 was 
aware of that myself. But, there! I always say the 
wrong thing. Your reverence,” he cried, with 
sudden pathos, “you behold before you a buf- 
foon in earnest! 1 introduce myself as such. It’s 
an old habit, alas! And if I sometimes talk non- 
sense out of place it’s with an object, with the 


object of amusing people and making myself 
agreeable. One must be agreeable, mustn’t one? 
I was seven years ago in a little town where I 
had business, and I made friends with some 
merchants there. Wc went to the captain of 
police because we had to see him about some- 
thing, and to ask him to dine with us. He was 
a tall, fat, fair, sulky man, the most dangerous 
type in such cases. It’s their liver. 1 went. straight 
up to him. and with the case of a man of the 
wwld, you know. ‘Mr. Ispravnik,’ said I, ‘be 
oiirNapravnik.’ ‘Whatde^ you mean byNaprav- 
nik?* said he. I saw', at the first ha II -second, that 
it had missed fire. He stood there so glum. ‘I 
w'anted to make a joke,’ said I, 'for the general 
diversion, as Mr. Napravnik is our w'cll-know'n 
Russian orchestra conductor and wdiatw'c need 
for the harmony of our undertaking is someone 
of that sort.’ And 1 explained my comparison 
very reasonably, didn’t I? ‘F.xcnse me,’ said he, 
‘I am an Ispravnik. and I do not allow* puns to 
be made on my calling.’ He turned and w’alked 
aw*ay. 1 followed him, shouting. ‘Yes, yes, you 
arc an Is[)ravnik, not a Napravnik.’ ‘No,’ he 
said, ‘since you called me a Napravnik I am 
one.’ And w'ould you believe it. it ruined our 
business! And I’m ahvays like that, always like 
that. Ahvays injuring myself with mv polite- 
ness. Once, many years ago, 1 said to an in- 
fluential person: ‘^'our w'ife is a ticklish ladv,' 
in an honourable sense, of the moral qualities, 
so to speak. But he asked me. ‘Why, have you 
tickled her?’I though I’d be polite.so I couldn’t 
help saying, ‘Yes,’ and he gave me a fine tickling 
on the spot. Only that happened long ago, so 
I’m not ashamed to tell the story. I’m alw'ays 
injuring myself like that.” 

“You’re doing it now',” muttered Miiisov, 
with disgust. 

Father Zossima scrutinised them both in si- 
lence. 

“Am I? Would you believe it, 1 was aw'are of 
that, too, Pyotr Alexandrovitch, and let me tell 
you, indeed, I foresaw I should as soon as I be- 
gan to speak. And do you know 1 foresaw, too, 
that you’d be the first to remark on it. 'Fhe 
minute 1 sec my joke isn’t coming off, your rev- 
erence, both my cheeks feel as though they were 
drawn dow'n to the lower jaw and there is al- 
most a spasm in them. That’s been so since I 
w'as young, when I had to make jokes for my 
living in noblemen’s families. I am an inveter- 
ate buffoon, and have been from birth up, your 
reverence, it’s as though it were a craze in me. 
I dare say it’s a devil within me. But only a lit- 
tle one. A more serious one would have chosen 
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another lodging. But not your soul, Pyotr 
Alexandrovitch; you're not a lodging worth 
having either. But I do believe— I believe in 
God, though I have had doubts of late. But 
now I sit and await words of wisdom. Tm like 
the philosopher, Diderot, yrnir revcrciK e. Did 
you ever hear, most Holy Father, how Diderot 
went to see the Metropolitan Platon, in the 
time of the Empress Catherine? He went in and 
said straight out, ‘There is no God.* To w'hich 
the great bishop lifted up his finger and an- 
swered, ‘The fool has said in his heart there is 
no God.’ And he fell down at his fecton thespot. 
‘I believe,* he cried, ‘and will be christened.* 
And so he was. Princess Dashkov was his god- 
mother, and Potyomkin his godfather.” 

“Fyodor Pavlovitch, this is unbearable! You 
know you're telling lies and that that stupid 
anecdote isn’t true. Why are you playing the 
fool?” cried Miiisov in a shaking voice. 

“I suspected all my life that it wasn’t true,” 
Fyodor Pavlovitch cried with conviction. “But 
I’ll tell you the whole truth, gentlemen. Great 
elder! Forgive me, the last thingabout Diderot’s 
christeiurigi made up just now. I never thought 
of it before. I made it up to add piquancy. I 
play the fool, Pyotr Alexandrovitch, to make 
myself agreeable. 'Though I really don't know 
myself, sometimes, what 1 do it for. And as for 
Diderot, I heard as far as ‘the fool hath said in 
his heart* tw'enty times from the gentry about 
here when I was young. I heard your aunt, 
Pyotr Alexandrovitch, tell the story. They all 
believe to thisday that the infidel Diderot came 
to dispute about God with the Metropolitan 
Platon ** 

Miiisov got up, forgetting himself in his im- 
patience. He was furious, and conscious of be- 
ing ridiculous. 

What was taking place in the cell was really 
incredible. For forty or fifty years past, from 
the times of former elders, no visitors had en- 
tered that cell without feelings of the prolound- 
est veneration. Almost everyone admitted to 
the cell felt that a great favour was being shown 
him. Many remained kneeling during the whole 
visit. Of those visitors, many had been men of 
high rank and learning, some even freethink- 
ers, attracted by curiosity, but all withou- ex- 
ception had shown the profoundest reverence 
and delicacy, for here there was no question of 
money, but only, on the one side love and kind- 
ness, and on the other penitence and eager de- 
sire to decide some spiritual problem or crisis. 
So that such buffoonery amazed and bewil- 
dered the spectators, or at least some of them. 


The monks, with unchanged countenances, 
waited, with earnest attention, to hear what 
the elder would say, but seemed onthepointof 
standing up, like Miiisov. Alyosha stood, with 
hanging head, on the verge of tears. What 
seemed to him strangest of all was that his 
brother Ivan, on whom alone he had rested his 
hopes, and who alone had such influence on 
his father that he could have stopped him, sat 
now quite unmoved, with downcast eyes, ap- 
parently waiting with interest to see how it^ 
would end, as though he had nothing to do 
with it. Alyosha did not dare to look at Raki- 
tin, the divinity student, whom he knew al- 
most intimately. He alone in the monastery 
knew Rakitin’s thoughts. 

“Forgive me,” began Miiisov, addressing Fa- 
ther Zossima, “for perhaps I seem to be taking 
part in this shameful foolery. I made a mis- 
take in believing that even a man like Fyodor 
Pavlovitch would understand what was due on 
a visit lo so honoured a personage. I did not 
suppose I should have to apologise simply for 
having come with him. . . .** 

Pyotr Alexandrovitch could say no more, 
and was about to leave the room, overwhelmed 
with confusion. 

“Don't distress yourself, I beg.** The elder 
got on to his feeble legs, and taking Pyotr Alex- 
androvitch by both hands, made him sit down 
again. “I beg you not to disturb yourself. 1 par- 
ticularly beg you to be my guest.” And with a 
bow he went back and sat down again on his 
little sofa. 

“Great elder, speak! Do I annoy you by my 
vivacity?” Fyodor Pavlovitch cried suddenly, 
clutching the arms of his chair in both hands, 
as though ready to leap upfromitif theanswer 
were unfavourable. 

“I earnestly beg you, too. not to disturb your- 
self, and not to be uneasy,” the elder said im- 
pressively. “Do not trouble. Make yourself 
quite at home. And, above all, do not be so 
ashamed of yourself, for that is at the root of it 
all.” 

“Quite at home? To be my natural self? Oh, 
that is much too much, but 1 accept it with 
grateful joy. Do you know, blessed father, you’d 
better not invite me to be my natural self. 
Don’t risk it. ... 1 will not go so far as that 
myself. I warn you for your owm sake. Well, 
the rest is still plunged in the mists of un- 
certainty, though there are people who’d 
be pleased to describe me for you. I mean 
that for you, Pyotj' Alexandrovitch. But as 
for you, holy being, let me tell you, I am 
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brimming over with ecstasy/* 

He got up. and throwing up his hands, de- 
claimed, ''Blessed be the womb that bare thee, 
and the paps that gave thee suck— the paps 
especially. When you said just now, ‘Don't be 
so ashamed of yourself, for that is at the root of 
it all,* you pierced right through me by that re- 
mark, and read me to the core. Indeed, 1 al- 
ways feel when 1 meet people that 1 am lower 
than all, and that they all take me for a buffoon. 
So I say, ‘Let me really play the buffoon. 1 am 
not afraid of your opinion, for you are every 
one of you worse than I am.* That is why I am 
a buffoon. It is from shame, great elder, from 
shame; it'ssimply over-sensitiveness that makes 
me rowdy. If I had only been sure that every- 
one would accept me as the kindest and wisest 
of men, oh. Lord, what a good man I should 
have been then I Teacher!** he fell suddenly on 
his knees, “what must I do to gain eternal life?'* 
It was difficult even now to decide whether 
he was joking or really moved. 

Father Zossima, lifting his eyes, looked at 
him, and said with a smile: 

“You have known for a long time what you 
must do. You have sense enough: don’t give 
way to drunkenness and incontinence of speech; 
don’t give way to sensual lust; and, above all, 
to the love of money. And close your taverns. 
If you can't close all, at least two or three. And, 
above all— don't lie.** 

“You mean about Diderot?** 

“No, not about Diderot. Above all, don't lie 
to yourself. The mjin who lies to hfmself and 
listens to his own lie .comes to such a pass that 
he cannot distinguish the truth within him, or 
around him, and so loses all respect for himself 
and for others. And having no respect he ceases 
to love, and in order to occupy and distract 
himself without love he gives way to passions 
and coarse pleasures, and sinks to bestiality in 
his vices, all from continual lying to other men 
and to himself. The man who lies to himself 
can be more easily offended than anyone. You 
know it is sometimes very pleasant to take of- 
fence, isn’t it? A man may know that nobody 
has insulted him, but that he has invented the 
insult for himself, has lied and exaggerated to 
make it picturesque, has caught at a word and 
made a mountain out of a molehill- he knows 


Fyodor Pavlovitch skipped up. and imprint- 
ed a rapid kiss on the elder's thin hand. “It is, 
it is pleasant to take offence. You said that so 
well, as I never heard it before. Yes, I have been 
all my life taking offence, to please myself, tak- 
ing offence on aesthetic grounds, for it is not so 
much pleasant as distinguished sometimes to 
be insulted— that you had forgotten , great elder, 
it is distinguished! I shall make a note of that. 
But I have been lying, lying positively my 
whole life long, every day and hour of it. Of a 
truth, 1 am a lie, and the father of lies. Though 
I believe I am not the father of lies. I am get- 
ting mixed in my texts. Say, the son of lies, and 
that will be enough. Only . . . my angel ... I 
may sometimes talk about Diderot! Diderot 
will do no harm, though sometimes a word will 
do harm. Great elder, by the way, I was for- 
getting, though I had been meaning for the 
last two years to come here on purpose to ask 
and to find out something. Only do tell Pyotr 
Alexandrovitch not to interrupt me. Here is 
my question: Is it true, great Father, that the 
story is told somewhere in the Lives of the 
Saints of a holy saint martyred for his faith 
who, when his head was cut off at last, stood up, 
picked up his head, and, ‘courteously kissing 
it,* walked a long way, carrying it in his hands. 
Is that true or not, honoured Father?** 

“No, it is untrue," said the elder. 

“There is nothing of the kind in all the lives 
of the saints. What samt do you say the story 
is told of?" asked the Father librarian. 

“1 do not know what saint. I do not know, 
and can’t tell. I was deceived. I was told the 
story. I had heard it, and do you know who told 
it? Pyotr Alexandrovitch Miusov here, who was 
so angry just now about Diderot. He it was who 
told the story." 

“I have never told it you, I never speak to 
you at all." 

“It is true you did not tell me. but you told 
it when I was present. It was three years ago. 
I mentioned it because by that ridiculous story 
you shook my faith, Pyotr Alexandrovitch. 
You knew nothing of it. but I went home with 
my faith shaken, and I h|ive been getting more 
and more shaken ever sidee. Yes, Pyotr Alexan- 
drovitch, you w'ere the -cause of a great fall. 
That was not a Diderotl** 


that himself, yet he will be the first to take of- 
fence, and will revel in his resentment till he tl 
feels great pleasure in it, and so pass to g enuine n 
vindictiveness. But get up, sit 
All this, too, is deceitful posturing-j^gf^^ ^ 

“Blessed man! Give me your hjmdSb kiss/* il 

ff; /^7?3 


Fyodor Pavlovitch got excited and pathetic, 
though it was perfectly' clear to everyone by 
now that he was playing a part again. Yet 
l^^sov was stung by his words. 

^^^What nonsense, and it is all nonsense," he 
ili^Aued. “I may really have told it, some time 

itt 
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or other . . • but not to you. I was told it myself. 
1 heard it in Paris from a Frenchman. He told 
me it was read at our mass from the Lives of 
the Saints ... he was a very learned man who 
had made a special study of Russian statistics 

and had lived a long time in Russia 1 have 

not read the Lives of the Saints myself> and 1 
am not going to read them ... all sorts of things 
are said at dinner— we were dining then.” 

”Yes, you were dining then, and so 1 lost my 
faithl” said Fyodor Pavlovitch, mimicking him. 

”What do I care for your faith?” Miiisov was 
on the point of shouting, but he suddenly 
checked himself, and said with contempt, ”You 
dehle everything you toudi.” 

The elder suddenly rose from his seat. “Ex- 
cuse me, gentlemen, for leaving you a few 
minutes,” he said, addressing all his guests. ”1 
have visitors awaiting me who arrived before 
you. But don't you tell lies ail the same,” he 
added, turning to Fyodor Pavlovitch with a 
good-humoured face. He went out of the cell. 
Alyosha and the novice Hew to escort him down 
the steps. Alyosha was breatliless: lie was glad 
to get ^..rva) , bur he was glad, too, that the elder 
was good-humoured and not offended. Father 
Zossima was going towards the portico to bless 
the people waiting for him there. But Fyodor 
Pavlovitch persisted in stopping him at the 
door of the cell. 

“Blessedman!” he cried, with feeling. “Allow 
me to kiss your hand once more. Yes, with you 
1 could still talk, I could still get on. Do you 
think I always lie and play the fool like this? 
Believe me, 1 have been acting like this all the 
time on purpose to try you. 1 have been testing 
you all the time to see whether 1 could get on 
with you. Is there room for my humility beside 
your pride? 1 am ready to give you a testimonial 
that one can get on with you! But now, I'll be 
quiet; I will keep quiet all the time. I’ll sit in 
a chair and hold my tongue. Now it is for you 
to speak, Pyotr Alexandrovitch. You are the 
principal person left now— for ten minutes.” 

Chapter 5. Peasant Women 
Who Have Faith 

Near the wooden portico below, built on to 
theouterwall of the precinct, there was a c’owd 
of about twenty peasant ivoinen. They had 
been told that the elder was at last coming out, 
and they had gathered together in anticipa- 
tion. Two ladies, Madame Hohlakov and her 
daughter, had also come out into the portico 
to wait for the elder, but in a separate part of 
it set aside for women of rank. 


Madame Hohlakov was a wealthy lady, still 
young and attractive, and always dressed with 
taste. She was rather pale, and had lively black 
eyes. She was not more than thirty-three, and 
had been five years a w'idow. Her daughter, a 
girl of fourteen, was partially paralysed. The 
poor child had not been able to walk for the 
last six months, and was wheeled about in a 
long reclining chair. She had a charming little 
face, rather thin from illness, but full of gaiety. 
There was a gleam of mischief in her big darjt 
eyes with their long lashes. Her mother had been 
intending to take her abroad ever since the 
spring, but they had been detained all the sum- 
mer by business connected with their estate. 
They had been staying a week in our town, 
where they had come more for purposes of 
business than devotion, but had visited Fath- 
er Zossima once already, three days before. 
Though they knew that the elder scarcely saw 
anyone, they had now suddenly turned up 
again, and urgently entreated “the happiness 
of looking once again on the great healer.” 

The mother was sitting on a chair by the side 
of her daughter’s invalid carriage, and two 
paces from her stood an old monk, not one of 
our monastery, but a visitor from an obscure 
religious house in the far north. He too sought 
the elder’s blessing. 

But Father Zossima, on entering the portico, 
went first straight to the peasants who were 
crowded at the foot of the three steps that led 
up into the portico. Father Zossima stood on 
the top step, put on his stole, and began bless- 
ing the women who thronged about him. One 
crazy w< tman was led up to him. As soon as she 
caught sight of the elder she began shrieking 
and writliing as though in the pains of child- 
birth. Laying the stole on her forehead, he read 
a short prayer over her, and she was at once 
soothed and quieted. 

1 do not know how it may be now, but in my 
childhood I often happened to see and hear 
these “possessed” women in the villages and 
monasteries. They used to be brought to mass; 
they would squeal and bark like a dog so that 
they were heard all over the cliurch. But wJien 
tlie sacrament was carried in and they were led 
up to it, at once the “possession” ceased, and 
the sick women were always soothed for a time. 
I was greatly impressed and ama/ed at this as 
a child; but then I heard from country neigh- 
bours and from my town teachers that the 
whole illness was simulated to avoid work, and 
that it could always Ibe cured by suitable sever- 
ity; various anecdotes were told to confirm this. 
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But later on 1 learnt with astonishment from 
medical specialists that there is no pretence 
about it, that it is a terrible illness to which 
women are subject, especially prevalent among 
us in Russia, and that it is due to the hard lot 
of the peasant women. It is a disease, I w'astold, 
arisingfrom exhausting toil too soon after hard, 
abnormal and unassisted labour in childbirth, 
and from the hopeless misery, from beatings, 
and so on, which some women were not able 
to endure like others. The strange and instant 
healing of the frantic and struggling w’oman as 
soon as she was led up to the holy sacrament, 
which had been explained to me as due to 
malingering and the trickery of the ‘‘clericals,” 
arose probably in the most natural manner. 
Both tile women who supported her and the 
invalid herself fully believed as a truth beyond 
question that the evil spirit in possession of her 
could not hold out if the sick woman were 
brought to the sacrament and made to bow down 
before it. And so, with a nervous and psychically 
deranged woman, a sort of convulsion of the 
whole organism always took place, and was 
bound to take place, at the moment of bowing 
down to the sacrament, aroused by the expecta- 
tion of the miracle of healing and the implicit 
belief that it would come to pass; and it did 
come to pass, though only for a moment. It was 
exactly the .same now as soon as the elder 
touched the sick woman with the stole. 

Many of the women in the crowd were moved 
to tears of ecstasy by '.'.e effect of the moment: 
some strove to kiss the hem of his garment, 
others cried out in sing-song voices. 

He blessed them all and talked with some of 
them. The “possessed” woman he knew already. 
She came from a village only six versts from 
the monastery, and had been brought to him 
before. 

“But here is one from afar.” He pointed to 
a w^oman by no means old but very thin and 
wasted, w^ith a face not merely sunburnt but 
almcjst blackened by expcjsure. She was kneel- 
ing and gazing with a fixed stare at the elder; 
there was something almost frenzied in her 
eyes. 

“From afar off, Father, from afar off! From 
ttvo hundred miles from here. From afar off, 
P'ather, from afar cjffi” the woman began in a 
sing-song voice as though she w'ere chanting a 
dirge, swaying her head from side to side with 
her cheek resting in her hand. 

There is silent and long-suffering sorrow to 
be met with among the peasantry. It withdraws 
into itself and is still. But there is a grief that 


breaks out, and from that minute it bursts in- 
to tears and finds vent in wailing. This is par- 
ticularly common with women. But it is no 
lighter a grief than the silent. Lamentations 
comfort only by lacerating the heart still more. 
Such grief does not desire consolation. It feeds 
on the sense of its hopelessness. Lamentations 
spring only from the constant craving to re- 
open the wound. 

“You are of the tradesman class?” said p-ath- 
er Zossima, looking curiously at her. 

“Townfolk we are, Father, townfolk. Yet we 
are peasants though we live in the town. 1 have 
come to see you, O Fatherl We heard of you. 
Father, we heard of you. I have buried my little 
son, and I have come on a pilgrimage. I have 
been in three monasteries, but they told me, 
‘Go, Nastasya, go to them*— that is to you. I 
have come; I was yesterday at the service, and 
to-day I have come to you.” 

“What are you weeping for?’* 

“It’s my little son I’m grieving for. Father. 
He was three years old— three years all but three 
months. For my little boy. Father, I’m in an- 
guish, for my little boy. He was the last one 
left. We had four, my Nikita and I, and now 
we’ve no children, our dear ones have all gone. 
I buried the first three without grieving over- 
much, and now I have buried the last 1 can't 
forget him. He seems always standing before 
me. He never leaves me. He has withered my 
heart. I look at his little clothes, his little shirt, 
his little boots, and I wail. I lay out all that is 
left of him. all his little things. I look at them 
and wail. I say to Nikita, my husband, ‘Let me 
go on a pilgrimage, master.’ fic is a driver. 
We’re not poor people. Father, not poor; he 
drives our t)wn horse. It’s all our own, the horse 
and the carriage. And what good is it all to us 
now? My Nikita has begun drinking while 1 
am away. He’s sure to. It used to be so before. 
As soon as I turn my back he gives way to it. 
But now I don’t think about him. It’s three 
months since I left home. I’ve forgotten him. 
I’ve forgotten everything. I don’t want to re- 
member. And what would our life be now to- 
gether? I’ve done with him. I’ve done. I’ve done 
with them all. I don’t care to look upon my 
house and my goods. I don’t care to see any- 
thing at all!” 

“Listen, mother,” said the elder. “Once in 
olden times a holy saint saw in the Temple a 
mother like you weeping for her little one, her 
only one, whom God had taken. ‘Knowest thou 
not,’ said the saint to her, ‘how bold these little 
ones arc before the throne of God? Verily there 
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are none bolder than they in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. “Thou didst give us life, O Lord,” 
they say, “and scarcely had we looked upon it 
when Thou didst take it back again.” And so 
boldly they ask and ask again that C>od gives 
them at once the rank of angels. Therefore/ 
said the saint, ‘thou, too, O mother, lejoicc and 
weep not, for thy little son is with the Lord 
in the fellowship of the angels.' Lh it's what 
the saint said to the weeping mother of old. He 
was a great saint and he could not have spoken 
falsely. 'Lherefore you too, mother, know that 
your little one is surely before the throne of 
God, is rejoicing and happy, and praying to 
God for you, and therefore weep, but lejoicc.” 

The woman listened to him, looking down 
with her cheek in her hand. She sighed deeply. 

“My Nikita tried to comfort me with the 
same words as you. ‘Foolish one,’ he said, ‘why 
weep? Our son is no doubt singing with the 
angels before God.' He says that to me. but he 
weeps himself. 1 see that he tries like me. ‘I 
know, Nikita,' said I. ‘Where (ould he be if 
not with the Lord God? Only, here with us 
now he lu t -is he used to sit beside us before.' 
And if only 1 could look upon him one little 
time, if only 1 could j)ecp at him one little time, 
W'ithout going up to him, without speaking, if I 
could be hidden in a corner and only see him 
for one little minute, hear him playing in the 
yard, calling in his little voice, ‘Mammy, ivhere 
arcyou?* If only I couldhear him pattcringwith 
his little feet about the room just once, only 
emee: for so often, so often 1 remember how he 
used to run to me and shout and laugh, if only 
I could hear his little Icet 1 should know him! 
But he's gone. Father, he's gone, and I shall 
never hear him again. I lore's his little sash, but 
him I shall never see or hear now.” 

She drew' out of her bosom her boy's little 
embroidered sash, and as soon as she looked at 
it she began shaking with sobs, hiding her eyes 
with her lingers through which the tears llowed 
in a sudden stream. 

“It is Rachel i)f old,” said the elder, “w'ecp- 
ing for her children, and will not be comforted 
because they are not. Sue his the lot .set on earth 
for you mothers. Be not comforted. Consola- 
tion is not w'hat you need. Weej) and be not 
consoled, but weep. Only every time that you 
weep be sure to remember that your little son 
is one of the angels of Ciod, that he looks down 
from there at you and sees you, and rejoices at 
your tears, and pointsatthemto the Lord God; 
and a long while yet will you kc*ep that great 
mother’s grief. But it will turn in the end into 


quiet joy, and your bitter tears will be only 
tears of tender sorrow that purifies the heart 
and delivers it from sin. And I shall pray for 
tlic pcracc of your child’s soul. What was his 
name?” 

“Alexey, Father.” 

“A sweet name. After Alexey, the man of 
God?” 

“Yes, Father.” 

“What a saint he was! I will remember him, 
mother, and yourgrief in my prayers, and 1 will 
pray for your husband’s health. It is a sin for 
you to leave him. Your little one w'ill see from 
heaven that you have forsaken his father, and 
will weep over you. Why do you trouble his 
happiness? He is living, for the soul lives for 
ever, and though he is not in the house he is 
near you, unseen. How^can he go in to the house 
w'hcn you say that the house is hateful to yc3u? 
To whom is he to go if he find you not together, 
his father and mother? He comes to you in 
dreams now, and you grieve. But then he w’ill 
send you gentle dreams. Go to your husband, 
mother; go this very day.” 

“1 w^ill go, Father, at your tvord. I will go. 
You’ve gone straight to my heart. My Nikita, 
my Nikita, you are waiting for me,” the woman 
began in a sing-song voice; but the elder had 
already turned away to a very old woman, 
drcssecl like a dweller in the town, not like a 
pilgrim. Her eyes shemed that she had come 
with an object, and in order to say something. 
.She said she was the widow of a non-commis- 
sioned officer, and lived close by in the town. 
Her son V^iscnka was in the commissariat serv- 
ice, and had gone to Irkutsk in Siberia. He had 
written twice from there, but now a year had 
passed sir.ce he had written. She did inquire 
about him, but she did not know the proper 
place 10 inquire. 

“Only the other day Stepanida Ilyinishna— 
she’s a rich merchant's wife— said to me, ‘You 
go, Prohorovna, and put your son’s name down 
for prayer in the church, and pray for the peace 
of his soul as though he were dead. His soul 
will be troubled/ she said, ‘and he will write 
you a letter.' And Stepanida Ilyinishna told me 
it was a certain thing which had been many 
times tried, f^nly I am in doubt. . . . Oh, you 
light of oursi is it true or false, and would it be 
right?” 

“Don't think of it. It's shameful to ask the 
question. How is it possible to pray for the 
peace of a living soul? And his own mother too! 
It's a great sin. akit^'to sorcery. Only for your 
ignorance it is forgiven you. Better pray to the 
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Queen of Heaven, our swift defence and help, 
for his good health, and that she may forgive 
you for your error. And another thing I will tell 
you, Prohorovna. Either he will soon come back 
to you, your son, or he will be sure to send a 
letter. Go, and henceforward be in peace. Your 
son is alive, I tell you.” 

"Dear Father, God reward you, our benefac- 
tor, who prays for all of us and for our sinsl” 

But the elder had already noticed in the 
crowd two glowing eyes fixed upon him. An ex- 
hausted, consumptive-looking, though young 
peasant woman was gazing at him in silence. 
Her eyes besought him, but she seemed afraid 
to approach. 

"What is it, my child?” 

"Absolve my soul, Father,” she articulated 
softly, and slowly sank on her knees and bowed 
down at his feet. "I have sinned. Father. 1 am 
afraid of my sin.” 

The elder sat down on the lower step. The 
woman crept closer to him, still on her knees. 

"I am a widow these three years,” she began 
in a half-whisper, with a sort of shudder. "I 
had a hard life with my husband. He was an 
old man. He used to beat me cruelly. He lay 
ill; I thought looking at him, if he were to get 
well, if he were to get up again, what then? 
And then the thought came to me ” 

"Stay!” said the elder, and he put his ear 
close to her lips. 

The woman went on in a low whisper, so 
that it was almost impossible to catch anything. 
She had soon done. 

"Three years ago?” asked the elder. 

"Three years. At first I didn’t think about it, 
but now Tve begun to he ill, and the thought 
never leaves me.” 

"Have you come from far?” 

"Over three hundred miles away." 

"Have you told it in confession?” 

"I have confessed it. Tw'ice I have confessed 
it.” 

"Have you been admitted to Communion?” 

"Yes. 1 am afraid. I am afraid to die.” 

"Fear nothing and never be afraid; and don’t 
fret. If only your penitence fail not, God will 
forgive all. There is no sin, and there can be 
no sin on all the earth, which the Lord will not 
forgive to the truly repentant! Man cannot 
commit a sin so great as to exhaust the infinite 
love of God. Can there be a sin which could 
exceed the love of God? Think only of repent- 
ance, continual repentance, but dismiss fear 
altogether. Believe that God loves you as you 
cannot conceive; that He loves you with your 


sin, in your sin. It has been said of old that 
over one repentant sinner there is more joy in 
heaven than over ten righteous men. Go, and 
fear not. Be not bitter against men. Be not an- 
gry if you are wronged. Forgive the dead man 
in your heart what wrong he did you. Be rec- 
onciled with him in truth. If you are penitent, 
you love. And if you love you are of God. All 
things are atoned for, all things are saved by 
love. If I, a sinner, even as you are, am tender 
with you and have pity on you, how much 
more w'ill God. Love is such a priceless treas- 
ure that you can redeem the whole wwld by 
it, and expiate not only your own sins but the 
sins of others.” 

He signed her three times with the cross, 
took from his own neck a little ikon and put it 
upon her. She bowed down to the earth with- 
out speaking. 

He got up and looked cheerfully at a healthy 
peasant woman with a tiny baby in her arms. 

"From Vyshegorye, dear Father.” 

"Five miles you have dragged yourself with 
the baby. What do you want?” 

"I’ve come to look at you. I have been to you 
heforc—or have you forgotten? You’ve no great 
memory if you’ve forgotten me. They told us 
you were ill. Thinks 1, I’ll go and see him for 
myself. Now I see you, and you’re not ill! You’ll 
live another twenty years. God bless you! There 
are plenty to pray fi)r you; how should you be 
ill?” 

"I thank you for all, daughter.” 

"By the way, I have a thing to ask, not a 
great one. Here are sixty copecks. Give them, 
dear Father, to someone poorer than me. 1 
thought as I came along, better give through 
him. He’ll know whom to give to.” 

"Thanks, my dear, thanks! You are a good 
woman. I love you. I will do so certainly. Is 
that your little girl?” 

"My little girl, Father, Lizaveta.” 

"May the Lord bless you both, you and your 
babe Lizaveta! You have gladdened my heart, 
mother. Farewell, dear children, farewell, dear 
ones.” 

He blessed them all and bowed low to them. 

Chapter 4 . A Lady of Little Faith 
A VISITOR looking on tfce scene of his conver- 
sation with the peasants and his blessing 
them shed silent tears and wiped them away 
with her handkerchief. She was a sentimental 
society lady of genuinely good disposition in 
many respects. When the elder went up to her 
at last she met him enthusiastically. 
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what I have been feeling, looking on 
at this touching scenel . . She could notgoon 
for emotion. *'Oh, I understand the people's 
love for you. 1 love the people myself. I want 
to love them. And who could help loving 
them, our splendid Russian people, so simple 
in their greatnessl" 

"How is your daughter’s health? You wanted 
to talk to me again?" 

"Oh, I have been urgently begging for it, 
I have prayed for it! 1 was ready to fall on my 
knees and kneel for three days at your win- 
dows until you let me in. We have come, great 
healer, to express our ardent gratitude. You 
have healed my Lise, healed her completely, 
merely by praying over her last I'hursclay and 
laying your hands upon her. We have hastened 
here to kiss those hands, to pour out our feel- 
ings and our homage." 

"What do you mean by healed? But she is 
still lying down in her chair.” 

"But her night fevers have entirely ceased 
ever since Thursday," said the lady with nerv- 
ous haste. "And that’s not all. Her legs are 
stronger. This morning she got up well; she 
had slept all night. Look at her rosy cheeks, 
her bright eyes! She used to be always crying, 
but now she laughs and is gay and happy. 
This morning she insisted on my letting her 
stand up, and she stood up for a whole min- 
ute without any support. She wagers that in a 
fortnight she’li be dancing a quadrille. I’ve 
called in Doctor Herzenstube. He shrugged 
his shoulders and said, ‘I am amazed; I can 
make nothing of it.' And would you have us 
not come here to disturb you, not fly here to 
thank you? Lise, thank him— thank himi” 

Lise’s pretty little laughing face became 
suddenly serious. She rose in her chair as far 
as she could and, looking at the elder, clasped 
her hands before him, but could not restrain 
herself and broke into laughter. 

"It's at him," she said, pointing to Alyosha, 
with childish vexation at herself for not being 
able to repress her mirth. 

If anyone had looked at Alyosha .standing 
a step behind the elder, he would have caught 
a quick flush crimsoning his cheeks in an in- 
stant. His eyes shone and he looked dowi' 

"She has a message for you, Alexey Fyodoro- 
vitch. How are you?" the mother went on, 
holding out her exquisitely gloved hand to 
Alyosha. 

The elder turned round and all at once 
looked attentively a? Alyosha. The latter went 
nearer to Lise and, smiling in a strangely awk- 


ward way, held out his hand to her too. Lise 
assumed an important air. 

"Katerina Ivanovna has sent you this 
through me." She handed him a little note. 
"She particularly begs you to go and see her 
as soon as possible; that you will not fail her, 
but will be sure to come." 

"She asks me to go and see her? Me? What 
for?" Alyosha muttered in great astonishment. 
His face at once looked anxious. 

"Oh, it's all to do with Dmitri Fyodorovitch 
and— what has happened lately," the mother 
explained hurriedly. "Katerina Ivanovna has 
made up her mind, but she must see you 
about it. . . . Why, of course, I can’t say. But 
she wants to see you at once. And you will go 
to her, of course. It is a Christian duty." 

"I have only seen her once," Alyosha pro- 
tested with the same perplexity. 

"Oh, she is such a lofty, incomparable crea- 
ture! If only for her suffering Think what 

she has gone through, what she is enduring 
now! Think what awaits her! It's all terrible, 
terrible!" 

"Very well, I will come," Alyosha decided, 
after rapidly scanning the brief, enigmatic 
note, which consisted of an urgent entreaty 
that he would come, without any sort of ex- 
planation. 

"Oh, how sweet and generous that would 
be of you!" cried Lise with sudden animation. 
"1 told mamma you’d be sure not to go. 1 said 
you were saving your soul. How splendid you 
are! I’ve always thought you were splendid. 
How glad 1 am to tell you so!" 

"Lisci " said her mother impressively, though 
she smiled after she had said it. 

"You have quite forgotten us, Alexey Fyo- 
dorovitch,’’ she said; "you never come to see 
us. Yet Lise has told me twice that she is never 
happy except with you." 

Alyosha raised his downcast eyes and again 
flushed, and again smiled without knowing 
why. But the elder w'as no longer watching 
him. He had begun talking to a monk who, as 
mentioned before, had been awaiting his en- 
trance by Lise's chair. He was evidently a 
monk of the humblest, that is of the peasant, 
class, of a narrow outlook, but a true believer, 
and, in his own way. a stubborn one. He an- 
nounced that he had come from the far north, 
from Obdorsk, from Saint Sylvester, and w^as 
a member of a poor monastery, consisting of 
only ten monks. T^e elder gave him his bless- 
ing and invited him to come to his cell when- 
ever he liked. 
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“How can you presume to do such deeds?” 
the monk asked suddenly, pointing solemnly 
and significantly at Lise. He was referring to 
her “healing.” 

“It’s too early, of course, to speak of that. 
Relief is not complete cure, and may proceed 
from different causes. But if there has been 
any healing, it is by no power but God’s will. 
It’s all from God. Visit me. Father,” he added 
to the monk. “It’s not often I can see visitors. 
I am ill, and I know that my days are num- 
bered.” 

“Oh, no, nol God will not take you from us. 
You will live a long, long time yet.” cried the 
lady. “And in what way are you ill? You look 
so well, so gay and happy.” 

“I am extraordinarily better to-day. But I 
know that it’s only for a moment. 1 understand 
my disease now thoroughly. If I seem so happy 
to you. you could never say anything that 
would please me so much. For men are made 
for happiness, and anyone who is completely 
happy has a right to say to himself, ‘I am do- 
ing God’s will on earth.’ All the righteous, all 
the saints, all the holy martyrs were happy.” 

“Oh, how you speak! What bold and lofty 
words!” cried the lady. “You seem to pierce 
with your words. And yet—happiness, happi- 
ness— where is it? Who can say ot himself that 
he is happy? Oh, since you have been so good 
as to let us see you once more to-day, let me 
tell you what 1 could not utter last time, what 
I dared not say. all 1 am suffering and have 
been for so long! I am suflering! Forgive me! 

I am suffering!” 

And in a rush of fervent feeling she clasped 
her hands before him. 

“From what specially?” 

“I suffer . . . from lack of faith.” 

“Lack of faith in God?” 

“Oh, no, no! I dare not even think of that. 
But the future life— it is such an enigma! And 
no one, no one can solve it. Listen! You are a 
healer, you are deeply versed in the human 
soul, and of course I dare not expect you to be- 
lieve me entirely, but I assure you on my word 
of honour that I am not speaking lightly now. 
The thought of the life beyond the grave dis- 
tracts me to anguish, to terror. And I don’t 
know to whom to appeal, and have not dared 
to all my life. And now I am so bold as to ask 
you. Oh, God! W’hat will you think of me 
now?” 

She clasped her hands. 

“Don’t distress yourself about my opinion 
of you,” said the elder. “I quite believe in tlie 


sincerity of your suffering.” 

“Oh, how thankful I am to you! You see, I 
shut my eyes and ask myself if everyone has 
faith, where did it come from? And then they 
do say that it all comes from terror at the men- 
acing phenomena of nature, and that none of 
it’s real. And I say to myself, ‘What if I’ve been 
believing all my life, and when I come to die 
there’s nothing but the burdocks growing on 
my grave?’ as I read in some author. It’s awful! 
How— how can I get back my faith? But I only 
believed when I was a little child, mechanical- 
ly, without thinking of anything. How, how is 
one to prove it? I have come now to lay my soul 
before you and to ask you about it. If 1 let this 
chance slip, no one all my life will answer me. 
How can 1 prove it? How can I convince my- 
self? Oh, how unhappy I am! I stand and look 
about me and see that scarcely anyone else 
cares; no one troubles his head about it, and 
I’m the only one who can’t stand it. It’s deadly 
—deadly!” 

“No doubt. But there’s no provingit, though 
you can be convinced of it.” 

“How?” 

“By the experience of active love. Strive to 
love your neighbour actively and indefatiga- 
bly. In as far as you advance in love you will 
grow surer of the reality of God and of the im- 
mortality of your soul. If you attain to per- 
fect self-forgetfulness in the love of your neigh- 
bour, then you will believe without doubt, and 
no doubt (an possibly enter your soul.Thishas 
been tried. This is certain.” 

“In active love? There's another question— 
and such a question! You see, I so love human- 
ity that— would you believe it?— 1 often dream 
of forsaking all that I have, leaving Lise, and 
becoming a sister of mercy. 1 close my eyes and 
think and dream, and at that moment I feel 
full of strength to overcome all obstacles. No 
wounds, no festering sores could at that mo- 
ment frighten me. 1 would bind them up and 
wash them with my own hands. 1 would nurse 
the afflicted. I would be ready to kiss such 
w'ounds.” 

“It is much, and well that your mind is full 
of such dreams and not others. Some time, un- 
awares, you may do a good deed in reality.” 

“Yes. But could I endure such a life for 
long?” the lady went on fervently, almost 
frantically. “7‘hat’s the chief question— that’s 
my most agonising question. I .shut my eyes 
and ask myself, ‘Would you persevere long on 
that path? And if tlie patient whose wounds 
you are washing did not meet you with grati- 
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tude, but worried you with his whims, without after a fashion in the end.” 


valuing or remarking your charitable services, 
began abusing you and rudely commanding 
you, and complaining to the superior authori- 
ties of you (which often happens when people 
are in great suffering)— what then? Would you 
persevere in your love, or not?’ And do you 
know, I came with horror to the conclusion 
that, if anything could dissipate my love to hu- 
manity, it would be ingratitude. In short, I am 
a hired servant, 1 expect my payment at once 
—that is, praise, and the repayment of love 
with love. Otherwise I am incapable of lov- 
ing anyone.*’ 

She was in a very paroxysm of self-castiga- 
tion, and, concluding, she looked with defiant 
resolution at the elder. 

“It's just the same story as a doctor once told 
me,** observed the elder. “He was a man get- 
ting on in years, and undoubtedly clever. He 
spoke as frankly as you, though in jest, in bit- 
ter jest. ‘I love humanity,’ he said, ‘hut I won- 
der at myself. The more 1 love humanity in 
general, t^'.^ less I love man in particular. In 
my dreams,’ lie said, ‘I have often come to 
making enthusiastic schemes for the service of 
humanity, and perhaps I niiglit actually have 
faced crucifixion if it had been suddenly neces- 
sary; and yet 1 am incapable of living in the 
same room with anyone for two days togethci, 
as I know by experience. As soon as anyone is 
near me, his pi,rsonaIity disturbs my self com- 
placency and restricts my freedom. In twenty- 
four hours I begin to hate the best of men: one 
because he’s too long over his dinner; another 
because he has a cold and keeps on blowing 
his nose. I become hostile to people the mo- 
ment they come close to me. But it has always 
happened that the more 1 detest men individ- 
ually the more ardent becomes my love for hu- 
manity.* ” 

“But what*s to be done? What can one do in 
such a rase? Must one despair?’’ 

“No. It is enough that you arc distressed at 
it. Do what you can, and it will be reckoned 
unto you. Much is done already in you since 
you can so deeply and sincerely know yourself. 
If you have been talking to me so sincerely, 
simply to gain approbation for yourirank * ss, 
as you did from me just now, then, of course, 
you will not attain to anything in the achieve- 
ment of real love; it will all get no further 
than dreams, and your whole life will slip 
away like a phantom. In tliat case you 
will naturally cease to think of the future 
life too, and will of yourself grow calmer 


“You have crushed me! Only now, as you 
speak, I understand that I was really only seek- 
ing your approbation for my sincerity when I 
told you I could not endure ingratitude. You 
have revealed me to myself. You have seen 
through me and explained me to myself!” 

“Arc you speaking the truth? Well, now, af- 
ter such a confession, I believe that you are 
sincere and good at heart. If you do not attain 
happiness, always remember that you are on 
tlie right road, and try not to leave it. Above 
all. avoid falsehood, every kind of falsehood, 
especially falseness to yourself. Watch over 
your own dcccitfulness and look into it every 
hour, every minute. Avoid being scornful, both 
to others and to yourself. What seems to you 
bad within you will grow purer from the very 
fact of your observing it in yourself. Avoid 
fear, too, though fear is only the consccpience 
of every sort of falsehood. Never be frightened 
at your own faint-hearted ness in attaining love. 
Don’t be frightened overmuch even at your 
evil actions. I am sorry I can say nothing more 
consoling to you, for love in action is a harsh 
and dreadful thing compared with love in 
dreams. l,ove in dreams is greedy for immedi- 
ate action, rapidly performed and in the sight 
of all. Men will even give their lives if only the 
ordeal docs not last long but is soon over, with 
all looking on and applauding as though on 
the stage. But active love is labour and forti- 
tude, and for some people too, perhaps, a com- 
plete science. But I predict that just when you 
see with horror that in spite of all your efforts 
you are getting farther from your goal instead 
of nearei rt) it— at that very moment I predict 
that you will reach it and behold dearly the 
miraculous power of the Lord w’ho has been 
all the time loving and mysteriously guiding 
you. Forgive me for not being able to stay 
longer with you. They are waiting for me. 
Good-bye.” 

llie lady was weeping. 

“Lise, Lise! Bless her— bless her!” she cried, 
starting up suddenly. 

“She does not deserve to be loved. I have 
seen her naughtiness all along,” the elder said 
jestingly. “Why have you been laughing at 
Alexey?” 

Lise had in fact been occupied in mocking 
at him all the time. She had noticed before 
that Alyosha was shy and tried not to look at 
her,anci she found tj^is extremely amusing. She 
waited intently to catch his eye. Alyosha, un- 
able to endure her persistent stare, was irre- 
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sistibly and suddenly drawn to glance at her, 
and at once she smiled triumphantly in his 
face. Alyosha was even more disconcerted and 
vexed. At last he turned away from her alto- 
gether and hid behind the elder's back. After a 
few minutes, drawn by the same irresistible 
force, he turned again to see whether he was 
being looked at or not, and found Lise almost 
hanging out of her chair to peep sideways at 
him, eagerly waiting for him to look. Catching 
his eye, she laughed so that the elder could not 
help saying, “Why do you make fun of him 
like that, naughty girl?" 

Lise suddenly and quite unexpectedly 
blushed. Her eyes flashed and her face became 
quite serious. She began speaking quickly and 
nervously in a warm and resentful voice: 

“Why has he forgotten everything, then? He 
used to carry me about when I was little. We 
used to play together. He used to come to teach 
me to read, do you know. Two years ago, when 
he went away, he said that he would never for- 
get me, that we were friends for ever, for ever, 
for everl And now he's afraid of me all at once. 
Am I going to eat him? Why doesn't he want 
to come near me? Why doesn't he talk? Why 
won't he come and see us? It's not that you 
won't let him. We know tfiat he goes every- 
where. It's not good manners for me to invite 
him. He ought to have thought of it first, if he 
hasn't forgotten me. No. now he's saving his 
soul! Why have you put that long gown on 
him? If he runs he'll fall." 

And suddenly she hid her face in her hand 
and went off into iixesistible, prolonged, nerv- 
ous, inaudible laughter. The elder listened to 
her with a smile, and blessed her tenderly. As 
she kissed his hand she suddenly pressed it to 
her eyes and began crying. 

“Don't be angry with me. I’m silly and good 
for nothing . . . and perhaps Alyosha’s right, 
quite right, in not wanting to come and see 
such a ridiculous girl.’’ 

“I will certainly send him,*’ said the elder. 

Chapter 5. So Be It! So Be It! 

The elder's absence from his cell had lasted for 
about twenty-five minutes. It^vas more than 
half-past twelve, but Dmitri, on whose account 
they had all met there, had still not appeared. 
But he seemed almost to be forgotten, and 
when the elder entered the cell again, he found 
his guests engaged in eager conversation. Ivan 
and the two monks took the leading share in 
it. Miiisov, too, was trying to take a part, and 
apparently very eagerly, in the conversation. 


But he was unsuccessful in this also. He was 
evidently in the background, and his remarks 
were treated with neglect, which increased his 
irritability. He had had intellectual encounters 
with Ivan before and he could not endure a 
certain carelessness Ivan showed him. 

“Hitherto at least I have stood in the front 
ranks of all that is progressive in Europe, and 
here the new generation positively ignores us,” 
he thought. 

Fyodor Pavlovitch, who had given his word 
to sit still and be quiet, had actually been quiet 
for some time, but he watched his neighbour 
Miiisov with an ironical little smile, obviously 
enjoying his discomfiture. He had been wait- 
ing for some time to pay off old scores, and 
now he could not let the opportunity slip. 
Bending over his shoulder he began teasing 
him again in a whisper. 

“Why didn't you go away just now, after the 
‘courteously kissing’? Why did you consent to 
remain in such unseemly company? It was be- 
cause you felt insulted and aggrieved, and you 
remained to vindicate yourself by showing off 
your intelligence. Now you won't go till you've 
displayed your intellect to them.’’ 

“You again? ... On the contrary, I'm just 
going.'' 

“You’ll be the last, the last of all to go!” Fyo- 
dor Pavlovitch delivered him another thrust, 
almost at the moment of Father Zossima's re- 
turn. 

The discussion died down for a moment, 
but the elder, seating himself in his former 
place, looked at them all as though cordially 
inviting them to go on. Alyosha, w'lio knew 
every expression of his face, saw that he was 
fearfully exhausted and making a great effort. 
Of late he had been liable to fainting fits from 
exhaustion. His face had the pallor that was 
common before such attacks, and his lips were 
white. But he evidently did not want to break 
up the party. He seemed to have some special 
object of his own in keeping them. What ob- 
ject? Alyosha watched him intently. 

“We are discussing this gentleman’s mo.st in- ‘ 
teresting article,’’ said Father Iosif, the librar- 
ian, addressing the elders and indicating Ivan. 
“He brings foiward much that is new, but I 
think the argument cut! both ways. It is an 
article written in answet to a book by an ec- 
clesiastical authority on fhe question of the ec- 
clesiastical court, and the scope of its jurisdic- 
tion.” 

“I’m sorry I have not read your article, but 
I've heard of it,” said the elder, looking keenly 
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and intently at Ivan. 

*'He takes up a most interesting position/' 
continued the Father Librarian. ‘*A$ far as 
Church jurisdiction is concerned he is appar- 
ently quite opposed to the separation of 
Church from State." 

"That's interesting. But in what sense?” Fa- 
ther Zossima asked Ivan. 

The latter, at last, answered him, not con- 
descendingly, as Alyosha had feared, but with 
modesty and reserve, with evident goodwill 
and apparently without the slightest arriere- 
pensee. 

”I start from the position that this confusion 
of elements, that is, of the essential principles 
of Church and State, will, of course, go on for 
ever, in spite of the fact that it is impossible 
for them to mingle, and that the confusion of 
these elements cannot lead to any consistent 
or even normal results, for there is falsity at 
the very foundation of it. Compromise be- 
tween the Church and State in such questions 
as, for instance, jurisdiction, is, to my think- 
ing, impossible in any real sense. My clerical 
opponent maintains that the Church holds a 
precise and defined position in the State. I 
maintain, on the contrary, that the Church 
ought to include the whole Slate, and not sim- 
ply to occupy a corner in it, and, if this is, for 
some reason, impossible at present, then it 
ought, in reality, to be set up as the direct and 
chief aim of the future development of Chris- 
tian society 1” 

"Perfectly true,” Father Pai'ssy, the silent 
and learnecl monk, assented with fervour and 
decision. 

"The purest U 1 tramon tanism ! ” cried Miusov 
impatiently, crossing and rccrossing his legs. 

"Oh, well, we have no mountains,” cried Fa- 
ther Iosif, and turning to the elder he con- 
tinued: "Observe the answer he makes to the 
following 'fundamental and essential' propo- 
sitions of his opponent, who is, you must note, 
an ecclesiastic. First, that 'no social organisa- 
tion can or ought tt) arrogate to itself power to 
dispose of the civic and political rights of its 
members.’ Secondly, that 'criminal and civil 
jurisdiction ought not to belong to the Church, 
and is inconsistent with its nature, both .’s a 
divine institution and as an organisation of 
men for religious objects,’ and, finally, in the 
third place, ‘the Church is a kingdom not of 
this world.' ” 

"A most unworthy play upon words for an 
ecclesiastic!” Father Pai'ssy could not refrain 
from breaking in again. "I have read the book 


which you have answered,” he added, address- 
ing Ivan, "and was astounded at the words ‘the 
Church is a kingdom not of this world.' If it is 
not of this world, then it cannot exist on earth 
at all. In the Gospel, the words ‘not of this 
world’ are not used in that sense. To play with 
such words is indefensible. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ came to set up the Church upon earth. 
The Kingdom of Heaven, of course, is not of 
this world, but in Heaven; but it is only en- 
tered through the Church which has been 
founded and established upon earth. And so a 
frivolous play upon words in such a connec- 
tion is unpardonable and improper. The 
Church is, in truth, a kingdom and ordained 
to rule, and in the end must undoubtedly be- 
come the kingdom ruling over all the earth. 
For that we have the divine promise.” 

He ceased speaking suddenly, as though 
checking himself. After listening attentively 
and respectfully Ivan went on, addressing the 
elder with perfect composure and as before 
with ready cordiality: 

"The whole point of my article lies in the 
fact that during the first three centuries Chris- 
tianity only existed on earth in the Church and 
was nothing but the Church. When the pagan 
Roman Empire desired to become Christian, 
it inevitablyhappenedthat.bybecomingChris- 
tian, it included the Church but remained a 
pagan State in very many of its departments. 
In reality this was bound tohappen. But Rome 
as a State retained too much of the pagan 
civilisation and culture, as, for example, in the 
very objects and fundamental principles of the 
State. The Christian Church entering into the 
State coidd, of course, surrender no part of its 
fundamental principles— the rock on which it 
stands— and could pursue no other aims than 
those which have been ordained and revealed 
by God Himself, and among them that of draw- 
ing the whole world, and therefore the ancient 
pagan State itself, into the Church. In that way 
(that is, with a view to the future) it is not the 
Church that should seek a definite position in 
the State, like 'every social organisation,’ or as 
‘an organisation of men hir religious purposes’ 
(as my opponent calls the Church), but. on 
the contrary, every earthly State should be, in 
the end, completely transformed into the 
Church and should become nothing else but a 
Church, rejecting every purpose incongruous 
with the aims of the Church. All this will not 
degrade it in any way or take from its honour 
and glory as a great State, nor from the glory 
of its rulers, but only turns it from a false, still 
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pagan, and mistaken path to the true and right- 
ful path, which alone leads to the eteinal goal. 
This is why the author of the book On the 
Foundations of Church Jurisdiction would 
have judged correctly if, in seeking and laying 
down those foundations, he had looked upon 
them as a temporary compromise inevitable 
in our sinful and imperfect days. But as soon 
as the author ventures to declare that the foun- 
dations which he predicates now, part of which 
Fatlier Iosif just enumerated, are the perma- 
nent, essential, and eternal foundations, he is 
going directly against the Church and its sa- 
cred and eternal vocation. That is the gist of 
my article.** 

“That is, in brief,** Father Paissy began 
again, laying stress on each word, “according 
to certain theories only too clearly formulated 
in the nineteenth century, the Church ought 
to be transformed into the State, as though 
this would be an advance from a lower to a 
higher form, so as to disappear into it. making 
way for science, tor the spirit of the age. and 
civilisation. And if the Church resists and is 
unwilling, some corner will be set apart tor 
her in the State, and even that under control— 
and this will be so everywhere in all modern 
European countries. But Russian hopes and 
conceptions demand not that the Church 
should pass as from a lower into a higher type 
into the State, but, on the contrary; that the 
State should end by being \vorthy to become 
only the Church and nothing else. ^So be it! So 
be it!’* 

“Well, I confess you*ve reassured me some- 
w’hat,** Miiisov said smiling, again crossing his 
legs. “.So far as I understand, then, the realisa- 
tion of such an ideal is infinitely remote, at 
the second coming of Christ. Fhat’s as you 
please. It’s a beautiful Utopian dream of the 
abolition of war, diplomacy, banks, and so on 
—something after the fashion of socialism, in- 
deed. But I imagined that it was all meant 
seriously, and that the Church might be now 
going to try criminals, and sentence them to 
beating, prison, and even death.’* 

“But if there were none but the ecclesiastical 
court, the Church would not even now sen- 
tence a criminal to prison or to death. Crime 
and the w'ay of regarding it would inevitably 
change, not all at once of course, but fairly 
soon,*’ Ivan replied calmly, without flinching. 

“Are you serious?” Miiisov glanced keenly 
at him. 

“If everything became the Church, the 
Church would exclude all the criminal and dis- 


obedient. and would not cut off their heads,** 
Ivan went on. “I ask you, what would become 
of the excluded? He would be cut off then not 
only from men. as now, but from Christ. By 
his cTime he would have transgressed not only 
against men but against the Church of Christ. 
This is so even now', of course, strictly speak- 
ing, but it is not clearly enunciated, and very, 
verv often the criminal of to-day compromises 
with his conscience: *I steal,’ he says, 'but I 
don’t go against the Church. I’m not an enemy 
of Christ.* That’s wdiat the criminal of to-day 
is continually saying to himself, but when the 
Church takes the place of the State it will be 
difTicult for him, in opposition to the Churfh 
all over the world, to say: ‘All men arc mis- 
taken. all in error, all mankind are the false 
Church. I, a thief and murderer, am the only 
true Christian Church.’ It will be very difficult 
to say this to himself; it requires a rare com- 
binatioii of unusual circumstances. Now, on 
the other side, take the Church’s own view of 
crime: is it not bound to renounce the present 
almost pagan attitude, and to change from a 
mechanical cutting off of its tainted member 
for the preservation of society, as at present, 
into completely and honestly adopting the 
idea of the rc^generaiion of the man, of his re- 
foiination and salvation?” 

“What do you mean? I fail to understand 
again.” Miiisov interrupted. “Some sort of 
dream again. Something shay^eless and even 
incomprehensible. What is excommunication? 
What sort of exclusion? I suspect you are sim- 
ply amusing yourself, Ivan Fyodorov itch.” 

“Yes, but you know, in reality it is so now,” 
said the cider suclcleply. and all turned to him 
at once. “If it were not for the Church ol Christ 
there would be nr>thingto restrain the criminal 
from evil-doing, no real chastisement lor it 
afterwards; none, that is, but the mechanical 
punishment spoken of just now, which in the 
majority of cases only embitters the heart; and 
not the real punishment, the ordy effectual one, 
the only cietenent and softening one, which 
lies in the recognition of sin by consc ience.” 

“H«)w is that, may one inquire?” asked Miii- 
sov, with lively curiosity. 

“Why,” began the elcicr, “all these sentences 
to exile with hard labour, and formerly with 
flogging also, reform no one, and what’s more, 
deter hardly a single criminal, and the number 
of crimes does not diminish but is continually 
on the increase. You must admit that. Conse- 
quently the security of society is not preserved, 
for, although the obnoxious member is median- 
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ically cut ofF and sent far away out of sight, 
another criminal always comes to take his 
place at once, and often two of them. If any- 
thing does preserve society, even in our time, 
and does regenerate and transform the crimi- 
nal, it is only the law of Christ speaking in his 
conscience. It is only by recognising his wrong- 
doing as a son of a Christian society- that is, of 
the ("hurch— that he recognises his sin against 
society— that is, against the Church. So that 
it is only against the ChurcJi, and not against 
the State, that the criminal of to-day can recog- 
nise that he has sinned. If society, as a Church, 
had jurisdiction, then it would know when to 
bring back from exclusion and to reunite to 
itself. Now the Church having no real juris- 
diction, but only the power of moral condem- 
nation, withdraws of her own accord from 
punishing the criminal actively. She does not 
excommunicate him but simply persists in 
motherly exhortation of him. What is more, 
the Church even tries to preserve all Christian 
communion with the criminal. She admits him 
to chin h . .ices, to the holy sacrament, gives 
him alms, and treats him more as a captive than 
as a convict. And what would become of the 
criminal, O Lord, if even the (Christian society 
—that is, the Church— were to reject him even 
as the civil law rejects him and cuts him off? 
What would become of him if the Church 
punished him with her excommiinication as 
the direct consequence of the secular law? 
'I’here could be no more terrible despair, at 
least for a Russian criminal, for Russian crim- 
inals still have faith. Though, who knows, per- 
haps then a fearful thing would happen, per- 
haps thedespairing heart of the criminal would 
lose its faith and then what would become of 
him? But the Church, like a tender, loving 
mother, holds aloof from active punishment 
herself, as the sinner is too severely punished 
already by the civil law. and there must be at 
least someone to havepity on him. The Church 
holds aloof, above all, because its judgment is 
the only one that contains the truth, and there- 
fore cannot practically and morally be united 
to any other judgment even as a temporary 
compromise. She can enter into no compact 
about that. The foreign criminal, they say, 
rarely repents, for the very doctrines of to-day 
confirm him in the idea that his crime is not a 
crime, but only a reaction against an unjustly 
oppressive force. Society cuts him off complete- 
ly by a force that triumphs over him mechani- 
cally and (so at least they say of themselves in 
Europe) accompanies this exclusion with ha- 


tred, forgetfulness, and the most profound in- 
difference as to the ultimate fate of the erring 
brother. In this way, it all takes place without 
the compassionate intervention of the Church, 
for in many cases there are no churches there 
at all, for though ecclesiastics and splendid 
church buildings remain, the churches them- 
selves have long ago striven to pass from Church 
into State and to disappear in it completely. 
So it seems at least in Lutheran countries. As 
for Rome, it was proclaimed a State instead of’ 
a Church a thousand years ago. And .so the 
criminal is no longer consciousof being a mem- 
ber of the Church and sinks into despair. If 
he returns to society, often it is with such ha- 
tred tliat society itself instinctively cuts him 
off. You can judge foryoursclf how' it must end. 
In many cases it would seem to be the same 
with us, but the difference is that besides the 
established law courts we have the Church too, 
which always keeps up relations with the crim- 
inal as a dear and still precious son. And be- 
sides that, there is still preserved, though only 
in thought, the judgment of the Church, which 
though no longer existing in practice is still 
living as a dream for the future, and is, no 
doubt, instinctively recogni.scd by the crimi- 
nal in his soul. What was said here just now is 
true too. that is. that if the jurisdiction of the 
Church were introduced in practice in its full 
force, that is. if the whole of the society were 
changed into the Church, not only the judg- 
ment of the Church would have influence on 
the reformation of the criminal such as it 
never has now. but possibly also the crimes 
themsehc'! would be increclibly diminished. 
And then can be no doubt that the Church 
would look upon the criminal and the crime 
of the future in many cases quite differently 
and would succeed in restoring the excluded, 
in restraining those who plan evil, and in re- 
generating the fallen. It is true,'' said Father 
Zossima, with a smile, “the Christian society 
now is not ready and is only resting on .some 
seven righteous men, but as they are never lack- 
ing, it will continue still unshaken in expecta- 
tion of its complete transformation from a 
society almost heathen in character into a sin- 
gle universal and all-powerful Church. So be 
it, so be it! Even though at the end of the ages, 
for it is ordained to come to passi And there 
is no need to be troubled about times and sea- 
.sons, for the .secret of the times and seasons is 
in the wisdom of God, in His foresight, and 
His love. And what in human reckoning seems 
still afar off, may by the Divine ordinance be 
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dose at hand* on the eve of its appearance. 
And so be it* so be iti'' 

“So be it* so be it!“ Father Pai’ssy repeated 
austerely and reverently. 

“Strange, extremely strange!” Miiisov pro- 
nounced* not so much with heat as with latent 
indignation. 

“What strikes you as so strange?” Father 
Iosif inquired cautiously. 

“Why, it*s beyond anything!” cried Miusov* 
suddenly breakingout; “the State is eliminated 
and the Church is raised to the position of the 
State. It’s not simply Ultramontanism, it’s 
arch-UltramontaiiismI It’s beyond the dreams 
of Pope Gregory the Seventh!” 

“You are completely misunderstanding it,” 
said Father Paissy sternly. “Understand* the 
Church is not to be transformed into the State. 
That is Rome and its dream. That is the third 
temptation of the devil. On the contrary, the 
State is transformed into the Church, will 
ascend and become a Church over the whole 
world— which is the complete opposite of Ul- 
tramontanism and Rome, and your interpreta- 
tion, and is only the glorious destiny ordained 
for the Orthodox Church. This star will arise 
in the east!” 

Miusov was significantly silent. His whole 
figure expressed extraordinary personal dig- 
nity. A supercilious and condescending smile 
played on his lips. Alyosha watched it all with 
a throbbing heart. The whole conversation 
stirred him profoundly. He glanced casually 
at Rakitin* who was standing immovable in his 
place by the door listening and watching in- 
tently though with downcast eyes. But from 
the colour in his checks Alyosha guessed that 
Rakitin was probably no less excited, and he 
knew what caused his excitement. 

“Allow me to tell you one little anecdote* 
gentlemen,” Miusov said impressively, with a 
peculiarly majestic air. “Some years ago, soon 
after the coup d* etat of December,! happened 
to be calling in Paris on an extremely influen- 
tial personage in the Government, and I met 
a very interesting man in his house. This in- 
dividual was not precisely a detective but was 
a sort of superintendent of a whole regiment 
of political detectives— a rather powerful posi- 
tion in its own way. I was prompted by curios- 
ity to seize the opportunity of conversation 
with him. And as he had not come as a visitor 
but as a subordinate official bringing a special 
report* and as he saw the reception given n?e 
by his chief, he deigned to speak with some 
openness* to a certain extent only* of course. 


He was rather courteous than open* as French- 
men know how to be courteous* especially to 
a foreigner. But I thoroughly understood him. 
The subject was the socialist revolutionaries 
who were at that time persecuted. I will quote 
only one most curious remark dropped by this 
person. ‘We are not particularly afraid*’ said 
he. ‘of all these socialists, anarchists* infidels* 
and revolutionists; we keep watch on them 
and know all their goings on. But there are a 
few peculiar men among them who believe in 
God and are Christians, but at the .same time 
are socialists. These are the people we are most 
afraid of. They are dreadful people! The so- 
cialist who is a Christian is more to be dreaded 
than a socialist who is an atheist.’ The words 
struck me at the time, and now they have sud- 
denly come back to me here, gentlemen.” 

“You apply them to us, and look upon us as 
socialists?” Father Paissy asked directly* with- 
out beating about the bush. 

But before Pyotr Alexandrovitch could think 
what to answer, the door opened, and the guest 
so long expected, Dnntri Fyodorovitch* came 
in. They had* in f.ici, given up expecting him* 
and his sudden appearance caused some sur- 
prise for a moment. 

Chapter 6. Why Is Such a Man Alive? 
Dmiitu Fyodorovitch, a young man of eight 
and twenty* of medium height and agreeable 
countenance, looked older than his years. He 
was muscular, and showed signs of consider- 
able physical strength. Yet there was some- 
thing not healthy in his face. It was rather 
thin, his checks were hollow, and there was an 
unhealthy sallowness in their colour. Hisrather 
large* prominent, dark eyes had an expression 
of firm detennination, and yet there was a 
vague look in them, too. Even when he was ex- 
cited and talking irritably* his eyes somehow 
did not follow his mood, but betrayed some- 
thing else, sometimes quite incongruous with 
what was passing. “It’s hard to tell what he’s 
thinking,” those who talked to him sometimes 
declared. People who sitw something pensive 
and sullen in his eyes were startled by his sud- 
den laugh, which bore witness to mirthful and 
light-hearted thoughts the very time when 
his eyes were so gloomy. A certain strained look 
in his face was ea.sy to understand at this mo« 
ment. Everyone knew* or had heard of* the 
extremely restless and dissipated life which he 
had been leading of late* as well as of the vio- 
lent anger to which he had been roused in his 
quarrels with his father. There were several 
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stories current in the town about it. It is true 
that he was irascible by nature. an unstable 
and unbalanced mind/’ as our justice of the 
peace, Katchalnikov. happily described him. 

He was stylishly and irreproachably dressed 
in a carefully buttoned frock-coat. He wore 
black gloves and carried a top hat. Having 
only lately left the army, he still had mous- 
taches and no beard. His dark brown hair was 
cropped short, and combed forward on his 
temples. He had the long, determined stride 
of a military man. He stood still for a moment 
on the threshold, and glancing at the whole 
party went straight up to the elder, guessing 
him to be their host. He made him a low bow, 
and asked his blessing. Father Zossima, rising 
in his chair, blessed him. Dmitri kissed his hand 
respectfully, and with intense feeling, almost 
anger, he said: 

‘*Bc so generous as to forgive me for having 
kept you waiting so long, but Smerdyakov, the 
valet sent me by my father, in reply to my in- 
quiries, told me twice over that the appoint- 
ment Wus h j one. Now 1 suddenly learn ” 

“Don’t disturb yourself,” interposed the eld- 
er. “No matter. You are a little late. It’s of no 
consequence, . . /* 

“I’m extremely obliged to you, and expected 
no less from your goodness.” 

Saying this, Dmitri bowed once more. Then, 
turning suddenly towards his father, made 
him, too, a similarly low' and rc.spcctful bow. 
He had evidently considered it beforehand, 
and made this bow in all seriousness, thinking 
it his duty to show his respect and good in- 
tentions. 

Although Fyodor Pavlovitch was taken un- 
awares, he was equal to the occasion. In re- 
sponse to Dmivri’s bow he jumped up from his 
chair and made his son a bow as low in return. 
His face was suddenly solemn and impressive, 
which gave him a positively malignant look. 
Dmitri bowed generally to all present, and 
without a word walked to the window w'ith his 
long, resolute stride, sat dow'ii on the only 
empty chair, near Father Pai’ssy, and, bending 
forward, prepared to listen to tlie conversation 
he had interrupted. 

Dmitri’s entrance had taken no more man 
two minutes, and the conversation was re- 
sumed. But this time Miiisov thought it un- 
necessary to reply to Father Paissy's persistent 
and almost irritable question. 

“Allow me to withdraw from this discus- 
sion,” he observed with a certain well-bred 
nonchalance. “It’s a subtle question, too. Here 


Ivan Fyodorovitch is smiling at us. He must 
have something interesting to say about that 
also. Ask him.” 

“Nothing special, except one little remark," 
Ivan replied at once. “European Liberals in 
general, and even our liberal dilettanti, often 
mix up the final results of socialism with those 
of Christianity. This wild notion is, of course, 
a characteristic feature. But it’s not only Liber- 
als and dilettanti who mix up socialism and 
Christianity, but, in many case.s, it appears, the 
police— the foreign police, of course— do the 
same. Your Paris anecdote is rather to the 
point, Pyotr Alexandrovitch." 

“I a.sk your permission to drop this subject 
altogether,” Miiisov repeated. “I will tell you 
instead, gentlemen, another interesting and 
rather characteristic anecdote of Ivan Fyodoro- 
vitch himself. Only five days ago, in a gather- 
ing here, principally of ladies, he solemnly de- 
clared ir argument that there was nothing in 
the whole world to make men love their neigh- 
bours. That there was no law of nature that 
man should love mankind, and that, if there 
had been any love on earth hitherto, it was not 
owing to a natural law, but simply because 
men have believed in immortality. Ivan Fyo- 
dorovitch added in parenthesis that the whole 
natural law lies in that faith, and that if you 
were to destroy in mankind the belief in im- 
mortality, not only love but every living force 
maintaining the life of the world w'ould at 
once be dried up. Moreover, nothing then 
would be immoral, everything would be law- 
ful, even cannibalism. That’s not all. He ended 
by asserting that for every individual, like our- 
selves, whc» does not believe in God or immor- 
tality, the moral law of nature must immedi- 
ately be changed into the exact contrary of the 
former religious law, and that egoism, even to 
crime, must become not only lawful but even 
recognised as the inevitable, the most ration- 
al, even honourable outcome of his position. 
From this paradox, gentlemen, you can judge 
of the rest of our eccentric and paradoxical 
friend Ivan Fyodorov itch’s theories.” 

“Excuse me.” Dmitri cried suddenly; “if I’ve 
heard aright, crime must not only be permitted 
but even recognised as the inevitable and the 
most rational outcome of his position for every 
infidel! Is that so or not?” 

“Quite so,” said Father Pa'issy. 

“I’ll remember it.” 

Having uttered tliesc words Dmitri ceased 
speaking as suddenly as he had begun. Every- 
one looked at him with curiosity. 
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“Is that really your conviction as to the con- 
sequences of the disappearance of the faith in 
immortality?” the elder asked Ivan suddenly. 

“Yes. That ivas my contention. There is no 
virtue if there is no immortality.” 

“You are blessed in believing that, or else 
most unhappy.” 

“Why unhappy?” Ivan asked smiling. 

“Because, in all probability you don’t believe 
yourself in the immortality ot your soul, norin 
what you have written yourself in your article 
on Churdi jurisdiction.” 

“Perhaps you arc right! . . . But I wasn't al- 
together joking,” Ivan suddenly and strangely 
confessed, flushing quickly. 

“You were not altogether joking. Vhat's 
true. The question is still fretting your heart, 
and not answered. But the martyr likes some- 
times to divert himself with his despair, as it 
were driven to it by despair itself. Meanw'hile, 
in your despair, you. too. divert yourself with 
magazine articles, and discussions in society, 
though you don't believe your own arguments, 
and with an aching heart mock at them in- 
wardly. . . . That question you ha\e not an- 
swered, and it is your great grief, lor it clam- 
ours for an answer.” 

“But can it be answered by me? Answered in 
the affirmative?” Ivan went on asking strange- 
ly, still looking at the elder with the same in- 
explicable smile. 

“If it can't be decided in the affirmative, it 
rvill never be decided in the negative. You 
know that that is the peculiarity of your heart, 
and all its suffering is due to it. But thank the 
Creator who has given you a lofty heart capa- 
ble of such suffering; of thinking and seeking 
higher things, for our dwelling is in the heav- 
ens. God grant that your heart will attain the 
answ'cr on earth, and may God bless your 
path.” 

The elder raised his hand and would have 
made the sign of the crossover Ivan from where 
he stood. But the latter rose from lii.s scat, went 
up to him, received his blessing, and kissing 
his hand went back to his place in silence. His 
face looked firm and earnest. This action and 
all the preceding conversation, which was so 
surprising from Ivan, impressed everyone by 
its strangeness and a certain solemnity, so that 
all were silent for a moment, and there was a 
look almost of apprehension in Alyosha's face. 
But Miiisov suddenly shrugged his shoulders. 
And at the same moment Fyodor Pavlovitch 
jumped up from his seat. 

“Most pious and holy elder,” he cried point- 


the dearest of my flesh! He is my most dutiful 
Karl Moor, so to speak, while this son who has 
just come in, Dmitri, against whom I am seek- 
ing justice from you, is the undutiful Franz 
Moor— they are both out of Schiller’s Robbers, 
and so I am the reigning Count von Moor! 
Judge and save us! We need not only your 
prayers but your proi>hccies!” 

“Speak without buffoonery, and don't be- 
gin by insulting the members of your family,” 
answered the elder, in a faint, exhausted voice. 
He was obviously getting more and more fa- 
tigued, and his strength was failing. 

“An unseemly farce which I foresaw when 
I came here!” cried Dmitri indignantly. He 
too leapt up. “Forgive it, reverend Father,” 
he added, addressing the elder. “1 am not a 
cultivated man, and 1 don’t even know how to 
address you proj)erly, but you have been de- 
ceived and you have bc'en U)o good-natured 
in letting us meet here. All my lather wants is 
a S( andal. Why he wants it only he can tell. He 
always has some motive. But 1 believe 1 know 
why ” 

“ Ihey all blame me, all of them!” cried 
I'yodor Pavlovitch in his turn. “Pyotr yVlexan- 
droviich here blames me too. You have been 
blaming me, Pyotr Alexandrovitch, you have!” 
he turned suddenly to Miiisov, although the 
latter was not dreaming of interrupting him. 
“They all act use me of having hidden the chil- 
dren’s money in my boots, and cheated them, 
but isn’t there a court of law? riicre they will 
reckon out lor you, Dmitri Fyodorov itch, from 
your notes, your letters, and your agreements, 
how much money you had. how much you have 
spent, and how much you have left. Why docs 
Pyotr Alexandrovitch refuse topass judgment? 
Dmitri is not a stranger to him. Because they 
are all against me, while Dmitri Fyoclorovitch 
is in debt to me, and not a little, but some thou- 
sands of which 1 have documentary prool. The 
whole town is echoing with his debaucheries. 
And where he was stationed before, he several 
timers spent a thousand or twcj for the seduc- 
tion of some respectable girl; we know all 
abcjut that, Dmitri Fyodorovitcli, in its most 
secret details. I’ll prove it. . . . Would you be- 
lieve ii.hcdy Father, he has captivated the heart 
of the most honourabicof young ladies of good 
family and fortune, daughter C3f a gallant colo- 
nel, formerly his superior officer, who had re- 
ceived many honours and had the Anna Order 
on his breast. He compromised the girl by his 
promise of marriage, now she is an orphan and 
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here; she is betrothed to him, yet before her 
very eyes he is dancing attendance on a cer- 
tain enchantress. And although this enchan- 
tress has lived in, so to speak, civil marriage 
with a respectable man, yet she is of an inde- 
pendent character, an unapproachable fortress 
for everybody, just like a legal wife— for she is 
virtuous, yes, holy Fathers, she is virtuous. 
Dmitri Fyodorovitch w^ants to open this for- 
tress with a golden key, and that’s why he is in- 
solent to me now, trying to get money from 
me, though he has wasted thousands on this 
enchantress already. He’s continually borrow- 
ing money for the purpose. From whom do you 
think? Shall I say, Mitya?” 

”Be silent!” cried Dmitri, “wait till I’m gone. 
Don’t dare in my presence to asperse the good 
name of an honourable girl! 'Fhat you should 
utter a word about her is an outrage, and I 
wem’t permit it!” 

He was breathless. 

“Mitya! Mitya!” cried Fyodor Pavlovitch 
hysterically, squeezing out a tear. “And is your 
father’s ide sMig nothing tcj you? If 1 curse you, 
what then?” 

“Shameless hypocrite! ’’exclaimed Dmitri fu- 
riously. 

“He says that to his father! his father! What 
would he be with others? Gentlemen, onlv 
fancy; there’s a poor but honourable man liv- 
ing here, burdened w'ith a numerous family, a 
captain w'ho got into trouble and was dis- 
charged from the army, but not ])ublicly. not 
by court-martial, with no slur on Jiis honour. 
And three weeks ago, Dmitri seized him by the 
beard in a tavern, dragged him out into the 
street and beat him publicly, and all because 
he is an agent in a little business of mine.” 

“It’s all a lie! Outwardly it’s the truth, but 
inwardly a lie!” Dmitri was trembling with 
rage. “Father, I don’t justify my action. Yes, I 
confess it publicly, 1 behaved like a brute to 
that captain, and I regret it now, and I’m dis- 
gusted with myself for my brutal rage, but this 
captain, this agent of yours, went to that lady 
whom you call an enchantress, and suggested 
to her from you, that she should take I.O.IJ.S 
of mine which were in your possession md 
should sue me for the money so as to get me 
into prison by means of them, if I persisted in 
claiming an account from you of my property. 
Now you reproach me for having a weakness 
for that lady when you yourself incited her to 
captivate me! She told me so to my face. . . . 
She told me the story and laughed at you. . . . 
You wanted to put me in prison because you 


are jealous of me with her, because you'd be- 
gun to force your attentions upon her; and I 
know all about that, too; she laughed at you 
for that as well— you hear— she laughed at you 
as she described it. So here you have this man, 
this father who reproaches his profligate son! 
Gentlemen, forgive my anger, but 1 foresaw 
that this crafty old man would only bring you 
together to create a scandal. I had come to for- 
give him if he held out his hand; to forgive 
him, and ask forgiveness! But as he has just this 
minute insulted not only me, but an honour- 
able young lady, for whom I feel such rever- 
ence that I dare not take her name in vain, I 
have made up my mind to show up his game, 
though he is my father. . . ." 

He could not go on. His eyes were glittering 
and he breathed with difficulty. But everyone 
in the cell w'as stirred. All except Father Zossi- 
ma got up from their seats uneasily. The monks 
looked justere but waited for guidance from 
the elder. He sat still, pale, not from excite- 
ment but from the weakness of disease. An 
imploring smile lighted up his face; from time 
to time he raised his hand, as though to check 
the storm, and, of course, a gesture from him 
would have been enough to end the scene; but 
he seemed to be waiting for something and 
watched them intently as though trying to 
make out something which w’as not perfectly 
clear to him. At last Miiisov felt completely 
humiliated and disgraced. 

“We arc all to blame for this scandalous 
scene,” he said hotly. “But I did not foresee it 
when I ( rime, though I knew with whom I had 
to deal. I ’iis must be stopped at once! Believe 
me, your reverence, 1 had no precise knowl- 
edge of the details that have just come to light, 
I was unwilling to believe them, and I learn 
for ihe first time. ... A father is jealous of his 
son’s rclationswitha w^omanofloosc behaviour 
and intrigues with the creature to get his son 
into prison! This is the company in w’hich I 
have been forced to be present! I was deceived. 
I declare to you all that 1 was as much deceived 
as anyone.” 

“Dmitri Fyodorovitch,” yelled Fyodor Pav- 
lovitch suddenly, in an unnatural voice, “if 
you were not my son 1 would challenge you this 
instant to a duel . . . with pistols, at three 
pates . . . across a handkerchief,” he ended, 
stamping with both feet. 

With old liars whohave been acting all their 
lives there arc mqrfients when they enter so 
completely into their part that they tremble or 
shed tears of emotion in earnest, although at 
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that very moment, or a second later, they are 
able to whisper to themselves. “You know you 
are lying, you shameless old sinnerl You're act- 
ing now, in spite of your ‘holy* wrath.'* 

Dmitri frowned painfully, and looked with 
unutterable contempt at his fatlicr. 

“1 thought ... 1 thought,’* he said, in a soft 
and, as it were, controlled voice, “that I was 
coming to my native place with the angel of 
my heart, my betrothed, to cherish his old age, 
and 1 find nothing but a depraved profligate, 
a despicable clown!** 

“A duel!** yelled theold wretch again, breath- 
less and spluttering at each syllable. “And you, 
Pyotr Alexandrovitch Miiisov, let me tell you 
that there has never been in all your family a 
loftier, and more honest— you hear— more hon- 
est woman than this ‘creature,* as you have 
dared to call her! And you, Dmitri Fyodoro- 
vitch, have abandoned your betrothed for that 
‘creature,* so you must yourself have thought 
that your betrothed couldn't hold a candle to 
her. That's the woman called a ‘creature’!** 

“Shameful!** broke from Father Iosif. 

“Shameful and disgraceful! ’* Kalganov, flush- 
ing crimson, cried in a boyish voice, trembling 
with emotion. He had been silent till that mo- 
ment. 

“Why is such a man alive?** Dmitri, beside 
himself with rage, growled in a hollow voice, 
hunching up his shoulders till he looked al- 
most deformed. “Tell me, can he be allowed 
to go on defiling tlie earth?** He looked round 
at everyone and pointed at the old man. He 
spoke evenly and deliberately. 

“Listen, listen, monks, to the parricide!** 
cried Fyodor Pavlovitch, rushing up to Father 
Iosif. "That's the answer to your 'shameful!* 
What is shameful? That ‘creature,’ that 'wom- 
an of loose behaviour* is perhaps holier than 
you are yourselves, you monks who are seeking 
salvation! She fell perhaps in heryouth, ruined 
by her environment! But she loved much, and 
Christ himself forgave the woman ‘who loved 
much.* ** 

“It was not for such love Christ forgave 
her/* broke impatiently from the gentle Father 
Iosif. 

“Yes, it was for such, monks, it was! You save 
your souls here, eating cabbage, and think you 
are the righteous. You eat a gudgeon a day, 
and you think you bribe God with gudgeon.'* 

“This is unendurable!** was heard on all 
sides in the cell. 

But this unseemly scene was cut short in a 
most unexpected way. Father Zossimarose sud 


denly from his seat. Almost distracted with anx- 
iety for the elder and everyone else, Alyosha 
succeeded, however, in supporting him by the 
arm. Father Zossima moved towards Dmitri 
and reachinghimsank on his knees before him. 
Alyosha thought that he had fallen from weak- 
ness, but this was not so. The cider distinctly 
and deliberately bowed down at Dmitri's feet 
till his forehead touched the floor. Alyosha 
was so astounded that he failed to assist him 
when he got up again. There was a faint smile 
on his lips. 

“Good-bye! Forgive me, all of you!** he said, 
bowing on all sides to his guests. 

Dmitri stood for a few moments in amaze- 
ment. Bowingdown to him— what did it mean? 
Suddenly he cried aloud, “Oh God!** hid his 
face in his hands, and rushed out of the room. 
All the guests flocked out after him, in their 
confusion not saying good-bye, or bowing to 
their host. Only the monks went up to him 
again for a blessing. 

“What did it mean, falling at his feet like 
that? Was it symbolic or what?** said Fyodor 
Pavlovitch, suddenly quieted and trying to re- 
open conversation without venturing to ad- 
dress anybody in particular. They were all 
passing out of the precincts of the hermitage 
at the moment. 

“I can't answer for a madhouse and for mad- 
men,** Miiisov answered at once ill-humoured- 
ly, “but I will spare myself your company, 
Fyodor Pavlovitch, and, trust me, for ever. 
Where’s that monk?*’ 

“I’hat monk,** that is, the monk who had in- 
vited tliem to dine with the Superior, did not 
keep them waiting. He met them as soon as 
they came down the steps from the elder’s cell, 
as though he had been waiting for them all 
the time. 

“Reverend Father, kindly do me a favour. 
Convey my deepest respect to the Father Supe- 
rior, apologise for me, personally, Miiisov, to 
his reverence, telling him that I deeply regret 
that owing to unforeseen circumstances I am 
unable to have the hoUour of being present 
at his table, greatly as I ^lould desire to do so,*’ 
Miiisov said irritably to the monk. 

“And that unforcs^n circumstance, of 
course, is myself,** Fyodor Pavlovitch cut in 
immediately. “Do you ^ear. Father; this gen- 
tleman doesn’t want to remain in my company 
or else he’d come at once. And you shall go, 
Pyotr Alexandrovitch, pray go to the Father 
Superior and good appetite to you. I will de- 
cline, and not you. Flome, home, 1*11 eat at 
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home, I don’t feel equal to it here, Pyotr Alex- 
androvitch, my amiable relative/* 

"I am not your relative and never have been, 
you contemptible man!” 

*1 said it on purpose to madden you, be- 
cause you always disclaim the relationship, 
though you really are a relation in spite of 
your shuffling. 1*11 prove it by the church cal- 
endar. As for you, Ivan, stay if you like. 1*11 
send the horses for you later. Propriety re- 
quires you to go to the Father Superior, Pyotr 
Alexandrovitch, to apologise for the disturb- 
ance we’ve been making. . . .** 

“Is it true that you are going home? Aren’t 
you lying?** 

“Pyotr Alexandrovitch! How could I dare 
after what’s happened! Forgive me, gentlemen, 
I was carried away! And upset besides! And, 
indeed, I am ashamed. Gentlemen, one man 
has the heart of Alexander of Macedon and 
another the heart of the little dog Fido. Mine 
is that of the little dog Fido. I am ashamed! 
After such an escapade how can I go to dinner, 
to gobble up the monastery’s sauces? 1 am 
ashamed, I can’t. You must excuse me!” 

“The devil only knows, what if he deceives 
us?” thought Miiisov, still hesitating, and watch- 
ing the retreatingbuffoon with distrustful eyes. 
I'he latter turned round, and noticing that 
Miiisov was watching him, waved him a kiss. 

“Well, are you coming to the Superior?” 
Miiisov asked Ivan abruptly. 

“Why not? I was especially invited yester- 
day.” 

“Unfortunately 1 feel myself compelled to 
go to this conf(3undcd dinner,” said Miiisov 
with the same irritability, regardless of the fact 
that the monk was listening. “Wc ought, at 
least, to apologise for the disturbance, and ex- 
plain that it was not our doing. What do you 
think?” 

“Yes, we must explain that it wasn’t our do- 
ing. Besides, father won’t be there,” observed 
Ivan. 

“Well, I should hope not! Confound this 
dinner!” 

They all walked on, however. The monk lis- 
tened in silence. On the road through the % • -nse 
he made one observation however— that the 
Father Superior had been waiting a long time, 
and that they were more tlian half an hour 
late. He received no answer. Miiisov looked 
with hatred at Ivan. 

“Here he is, going to the dinner as though 
nothing had happened,” he thought. “A bra- 
zen face, and the conscience of a Karamazov!” 


37 

Chapter 7. A Young Man Bent 
on a Career 

Alyosha helped Father Zossima to his bed- 
room and seated him on his bed. It was a little 
room furnished with the bare necessities. There 
was a narrow iron bedstead, with a strip of felt 
for a mattress. In the corner, under the ikons, 
was a reading-desk with a cross and the Gospel 
lying on it. The elder sank exhausted on the 
bed. His eyes glittered and he breathed hard. 
He looked intently at Alyosha, as though con- 
sidering something. 

“Go, my dear boy, go. Porfiry is enough for 
me. Make haste, you are needed there, go and 
wait at the Father Superior’s table.” 

“Let me stay here,” Alyosha entreated. 

“You arc more needed there. There is no 
peace there. You will wait, and be of service. 
If evil spirits rise up, repeat a prayer. And 
rememli>jr, my son”— the elder liked to call him 
that— “this is not the place for you in the fu- 
ture. When it is God’s will to call me, leave 
the monastery. Go away for good.” 

Alyosha started. 

“What is it? This is not your place for the 
time. I bless you for great service in the world. 
Yours will be a long pilgrimage. And you will 
have to take a wife, too. You will have to bear 
all before you come back. There w'ill be much 
to do. But 1 don’t doubt of you, and so I send 
you forth. Christ is with you. Do not abandon 
Him and He will not abandon you. You will 
see great sorrow, and in that sorrow you will 
be happy. This is my last message to you: in 
sorrow seek happiness. Work, work unceasing- 
ly. Remember my words, for although I shall 
talk with you again, not only ray days but my 
hours are numbered.” 

Alyosha’s face again betrayed strong emo- 
tion. The corners of his mouth quivered. 

“What is it again?” Father Zossima asked, 
smiling gently. “The worldly may follow the 
dead with tears, but here we rejoice over the 
father who is departing. We rejoice and pray 
for him. Leave me, I must pray. Go, and make 
haste. Be near your brothers. And not near one 
only, but neai both.” 

Father Zossima raised his hand to bless him. 
Alyosha could make no protest, though he had 
a great longing to remain. He longed, more- 
over, to ask the significance of his bowing to 
Dmitri, the question was on tlie tip of his 
tongue, but he darefi not ask it. He knew that 
the elder would have explained it unasked if 
he had thought fit. But evidently it was not his 
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will. That action had made a terrible impres- Rakitin evidently had something he was ea- 


sion on Alyosha; he believed blindly in its 
mysterious significance. Mysterious, and per- 
haps awful. 

As he hastened out of the hennitage pre- 
cincts to reach the monastery in time to serve 
at the Father Superior's dinner, he felt a sud- 
den pang at his heart, and stopped short. He 
seemed to hear again Father Zossima’s words, 
foretelling his approaching end. What he had 
foretold soexactly must infallibly come to pass. 
Alyosha believed that implicitly. lJut how could 
he be left without him? How could he live 
without seeing and hearing him? Where should 
he go? He had told him not to weep, and to 
leave the monastery. Good God! It was long 
since Alyosha had known such anguish. He 
hurried through the copse that divided the 
monastery from the hermitage, and unable to 
bear the burden of his thoughts, he gazed at 
the ancient pines beside the path. He had not 
far to go— about five hundred paces. He ex- 
pected to meet no one at that hour, but at the 
first turn of the path he noticed Rakitin. He 
was waiting for someone. 

“Are you waiting for me?** asked Alyosha, 
overtaking him. 

“Yes,** grinned Rakitin. “You are hurrying 
to the Father Superior, I know; he has a ban- 
quet. There's not been such a banquet since 
the Superior entertained the Bishop and Gen- 
eral Pahatov, do you remember? I shan't be 
there, but you go and hand the sau<;cs. Tell me 
one thing, Alexey, what does that vision mean? 
That's what 1 want to ask you.’* 

“What vision?” 

“That bowing to your brother, Dmitri. And 
didn't he tap the ground with his forehead, 
Uk>1'* 

“You speak of Father Zossima?** 

“Yes, of Father Zossima.” 

“Tapped the ground?” 

“Ah, an irreverent expression! Well, what 
of it? Anyway, what docs that vision 
mean?” 

“I don’t know what it means, Misha.” 

“1 knew he wouldn’t explain it to you! 
There’s nothing wondei ful about it, of course, 
only the usual holy mummery. But there was 
an object in the performance. All the pious 
people in the town will talk about itand spread 
the story through the province, wondering 
what it meant. To rny thinking the old man 
really has a keen nose; he sniffecl a crime. Your 
house stinks of it.” 

“What crime?” 


ger to speak of. 

“It'll be in your family, this crime. Between 
your brothers and your rich old father. So 
Father Zossima flopped down to be ready for 
what may turn up. If something happens later 
on, it’ll be: *Ah, the holy man foresaw it, 
prophesied it!’ though it's a poor sort of proph- 
ecy, flopping like tliat. ‘Ah, but it was sym- 
bolic,’ they’ll say, ‘an allegory,’ and the devil 
knows what all! It’ll be remembered to his 
glory: ‘He predicted the crime and marked the 
criminal!’ That’s always the way with these 
crazy fanatics; they cross themselves at the 
tavern and throw stones at the temple. Like 
your elder, he takes a slick to a just man and 
falls at the feet of a murderer.” 

“What crime? What murderer? Whatdo you 
mean?” 

Alyosha stopped dead. Rakitin stopped, too. 

“What murderer? As though you didn’t 
know! I'll bet you've thought of it before. 
That's interesting, too. by the way. Listen, 
Alyosha, you always speak the truth, though 
you're always between two stools. Have you 
thought of it or not? Answ^er.” 

“I have,” answered Alyosha in a low voice. 
Even Rakitin was taken aback. 

“What? Have you really?” he cried. 

“I . . . I’ve not exactly thought it,” muttered 
Alyosha, “but directly you began speaking so 
strangely, I faruied I had thought of it myself.” 

“You see? (And how well you expressed it!) 
Looking at your father and your brother Mitya 
to-day you tluiught of a crime. I’hcn I’m not 
mistaken?” 

“But wait, wait a minute,” Alyosha broke in 
uneasily, “What has led you tosec all this? Why 
does it interest you? 'Fhat's the first question.” 

“Two questions, disconnected, but natural. 
I'll deal with them separately. What led me to 
see it? 1 shouldn’t have seen it, if I hadn’t sud- 
denly understood your brother Dmitri, seen 
right into the very heart of him all at once. I 
caught the whole man from one trait. These 
very honest but ]rassionate people have a line 
which mustn't be crossed. If it were, he’d run 
at your father with a knife. But your father's 
a drunken and abandoned old sinner, who can 
never draw the line— if they both let themselves 
go, they'll both come to grief.” 

“No, Misha, no. If that's all, you’ve reas- 
sured me. It won’t come to that.” 

“But whyareyou trembling? Letme tell you; 
he may be honest, our Mitya (he is stupid, but 
honest), but he’s— a sensualist. That's the very 



An Unfortunate Gathering 

definition and inner essence of hirn. It*s your Alyosha, with a strained smile. “Finish what 


father has handed him on his low sensuality. 
Do you know, I simply wonder at you, Alyo- 
sha, how you can have keptyour purity. You're 
a Karamazov too, you know! In your family 
sensuality iscarried to a disease. But now, these 
three sensualists are watchinj^ one another, 
w'ith their knives in their belts. Ihe three of 
them arc knocking their heads together, and 
you may be the fourth." 

"You arc mistaken about that woman. Dmitri 
—despises her," said Alyosha, with a sort of 
shudder. 

"Grushenka? No, brother, he doesn’t despise 
her. Since he has openly abandoned his be- 
trothed for her, he doesn’t despise her. There’s 
something here, my dear boy. that you don’t 
understand yet. A man will fall in love with 
some beauty, with a woman’s body, or even 
with a part of a woman’s body (a sensualist 
can understand that), and he’ll abandon his 
own children for her, sell his father and mother, 
and his <^ountry, Russia, too. If he's honest, 
he’ll steal; il he’s humane, he’ll murder; it he’s 
faithful, he’ll deceive. Pushkin, the poet of 
women's leet, sung ot their Icct in his ^crse. 
Others don’t sing their praises, but they can’t 
look at their feet without a thriil—and it’s not 
only their feet. Contempt’s no help here, broMi- 
er, even if he did dcspi.se Grushenka. He does, 
but he tan’t i ar himself away." 

"I understand that,” Alyosha jerked out sud- 
denly. 

"Really? Well.l dare say you do understand, 
since you blurt it out at the first word,” said 
Rakitin, malignantly. "That escaped you un- 
awares, and the confession’s the more precious. 
So it’s a familiar subject; you’ve thought about 
it already, about sensuality, I mean! Oh. you 
virgin soul! You’re a (juietonc. Alyosha, you’re 
a saint, I knotv, but the devil only knows what 
you’ve thought about, and what you know al- 
ready! You arc pure, but you’ve been d(»wn in- 
to the depths. . . . I’ve been watching you a 
long time. You’re a Karama/ov yourself; you're 
a thorough Karamazov— no doubt birth and 
selection have something to answer for. You’re 
a sensualist from your father.a cra/ysaiin ' om 
your mother. Why do you tremble? Is it true, 
then? Do you know, Grushenka has been beg- 
ging me to bring you along. 'I'll pull off his 
cas.sock,’ she says. You can't think how she 
keeps begging me to bring you. 1 wondered 
why she took such an interest in you. Do you 
know, she's an extraordinary woman, too!” 

“Thank her and say I’m not coming.” said 


you were saying, Misha. I’ll tell you my idea 
after.” 

"There’s nothing to finish. It’s all clear. It’s 
the same old tune, brother. If even you are a 
sensualist at heart, what of your brother, Ivan? 
lie’s a Karamazov, too. What is at the root of 
all you Karamazovs is that you’re all sensual, 
grasping and crazy! Your brother Ivan writes 
theological articles in joke, for some idiotic, 
unknown motive of his own. though he’s an 
atheist, and he admits it’s a fraud himself— 
that’s your brother Ivan. He's trying to get 
Mitya’s betrothed for himscll, and I fancy he’ll 
succeed, too. And w’hat’s more, it’s with Mitya’s 
consent. For Mitya will surrender his betrothed 
to him to be rid of her, and escape to Gru- 
shenka. And he’s ready to do that in spite of all 
his nobility and disintcTCstedness. Observe 
that. Those arc the most fatal people! Who 
the devil can make you out? He recognises his 
vileness and goes on with it! Let me tell ^ou, 
too, the old man, your father, is standing in 
Mitya’s way now. He has suddenly gone crazy 
over Grushenka. His mouth waters at the sight 
of her. It’s simply on her account he made that 
scene in the ( ell just now, simply because Miu- 
sov called her an ‘abandoned creature.’ He’s 
worse than a tom-(at in love. At first she was 
only employed by him in connection with his 
taverns and in some other shady business, but 
now he has suddenly realised all she is and has 
gone wild about her. He keeps pestering her 
with his offers, not honourable ones, of course. 
And li^c^’lI come into collision, the precious 
father and son, on that path! But Grushenka 
favours neither of them,. she’s still playing with 
them and teasing them both, considering 
which she can get most out of. For though she 
could filch a lot of money from the ])apa he 
wouldn’t marry her. ancl maybe he’ll turn 
stingy ill the end, and keep his purse shut. 
That’s where Mitya’s value comes in; he has 
no money, but he’s ready to marry her. Yes, 
ready to marry her! to abandon his betrothed, 
a rare beauty, Katerina I\anovna, who’s rich, 
and the daughter of a colonel, and to marry 
Cinishenka, who has been the mistress of a dis- 
solute old merchant, Samsonov, a coarse, un- 
educated, provincial mayor. Some murderous 
con diet may well come to pass from all this, 
and that’s what your brother Ivan is waiting 
for. It would suit Jiim down to the ground. 
He’ll carry off Katerina Ivanovna, for whom 
he is languishing, and pocket her dowry of 
sixty thousand. That’s very alluring to start 
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with, for a man of no consequence and a beg- 
gar. And, take note, he won't be wronging 
Mitya, but doing him the greatest service. For 
I know as a fact that Mitya only last week, 
when he was with some gipsy girls drunk in a 
tavern, cried out aloud that he was unworthy 
of his betrothed, Katya, but that his brother 
Ivan, he was the man who deserved her. And 
Katerina Ivanovna will not in the end refuse 
such a fascinating man as Ivan. She's hesitat- 
ing between the two of them already. And 
how has that Ivan won you all, so that you all 
worship him? He is laughing at you, and en- 
joying himself at your expense.” 

“How do you know? How can you speak so 
confidently?'* Alyosha asked sharply, frown- 
ing. 

"Why do you ask, and are frightened at my 
answer? It shoivs that you know I’m speaking 
the truth." 

“You don't like Ivan. Ivan wouldn't be 
tempted by money.” 

“Really? And the beauty of Katerina Ivan- 
ovna? It's not only the money, though a for- 
tune of sixty thousand is an attraction." 

"Ivan is above that. He wouldn't make up 
to anyone for thousands. It is not money, it's 
not comfort Ivan is seeking. Perhaps it's suf- 
fering he is seeking." 

“What wild dream now? Oh, you— aristo- 
crats!” 

"Ah, Misha, he has a stormy spirit. His mind 
is in bondage. He is haunted by a great, un- 
solved doubt. He is one of those who don't 
want millions, but an answer to their ques- 
tions.” 

"That's plagiarism, Alyosha. You're quot- 
ing your elder’s phrases. Ah, Ivan has set you 
a problem!” cried Rakitin, with undisguised 
malice. His face changed, and his lips twitched. 
“And the problem's a stupid one. It is no good 
guessing it. Rack your brains— you'll under- 
stand it. His article is absurd and ridiculous. 
And did you hear his stupid theory just now: 
if there's no immortality of the soul, tlien 
there’s no virtue, and everything is lawful. 
(And by the way, do you remember how your 
brother Mitya cried out: 1 will remember!') 
An attractive theory for scoundrels!— (I'm be- 
ing abusive, that's stupid.) Not for scoundrels, 
but for pedantic poseurs, ’haunted by pro- 
found, unsolved doubts.' He's showing off, and 
what it all comes to is, 'on the one hand we 
cannot but admit' and 'on the other it must 
be confessed!' His whole theory is a fraud! 
Humanity will find in itself the power to live 


for virtue even without believing in immor- 
tality. It will find it in love for freedom, for 
equality, for fraternity.” 

Rakitin could hardly restrain himself in his 
heat, but, suddenly, as though remembering 
something, he stopped short. 

“Well, that’s enough," he said, with a still 
more crooked smile. "Why are you laughing? 
Do you think I'm a vulgar fool?” 

“No. I never dreamed of thinking you a 
vulgar fot>l. You are clever but . . . never mind, 
I was silly to smile. I understand your getting 
hot about it, Misha. I guess from your warmth 
that you are not indifferent to Katerina Ivan- 
ovna yourself; I’ve suspected that for a long 
lime, brother, that’s why you don’t like my 
brother Ivan. Are you jealous of him?” 

“And jealous of her money, too? Won’t you 
add that?” 

"I’ll say nothing about money. I am not go- 
ing to insult you.” 

"I believe it, since you say so, but confound 
you, and your brother Ivan with you. Don’t 
you understand that one might very well dis- 
like him, apart from Katerina Ivanovna. And 
why the devil should I like him? He conde- 
scends to abuse me, you know. Why haven't 1 
a right to abuse him?” 

“1 never heard of his saying anything about 
you, g(X)d or bad. He doesn’t speak of you at 
all.” 

"But 1 heard that the day before yesterday 
at Katerina Ivanovna’s he was abusing me for 
all he was worth— you see what an interest lie 
takes in your humble servant. And which is 
the jealous one after that, brother. I can’t say. 
He was so good as to express tlic opinion that, 
if I don't go in for the career of an archiman- 
drite in the immediate future and don’t be- 
come a monk, 1 shall be sure to go to Peters- 
burg and get on to some solid magazine as a 
reviewer, that I shall write for the next ten 
years, and in the end become the owner of the 
magazine, and bring it out on the liberal and 
atheistic side, with a socialistic tinge, with a 
tiny gloss of socialism.: but keeping a sharp 
lookout all the time, tliat is, keeping in with 
both sides and hoodwinking the fools. Accord- 
ing to your brother's aqcount. the tinge of so- 
cialism won't hinder me from laying by the 
proceeds and investing .them under the guid- 
ance of some Jew, till a| the end of my career 
1 build a great house in Petersburg and move 
my publishing oflices to it, and let out the up- 
per stories to lodgers. He has even chosen the 
place for it, near the new stone bridge across 
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the Neva, which they say is to be built in 
Petersburg." 

"Ah, Misha, that's just what will really hap- 
pen, every word of it," cried Alyosha, unable 
to restrain a good-humoured smile. 

"You are pleased to be sarcastic, too, Alexey 
Fyodorovitch." 

"No, no. I'm joking, forgive me. I've some- 
thing quite different in my mind. But, excuse 
me, who can have told you all this? You can't 
have been at Katerina Ivanovna's yourself 
when he was talking about you?" 

"I wasn't there, but Dmitri Fyodorovitch 
was; and I heard him tell it with my own ears; 
if you want to know, he didn't tell me, but I 
overheard him, unintentionally, of course, for 
I was sitting in Grushenka’s bedroom and I 
couldn't go away because Dmitri Fyodorovitch 
was in the next room.” 

"Oh yes, I’d forgotten she was a relation of 
yours.” 

"A relation 1 That Grushcnka a relation of 
mine!” cried Rakitin, turning crimson. "Are 
you mad? ifuu’re out of your mind!’* 

"Why, isn’t she a relation of yours? I heard 
so. 

"Where can you have heard it? You Karama- 
zovs brag of being an ancient, noble family, 
though your father used to run about playing 
the buffoon at other men's tables, and was 
only admitted to the kitchen as a favour. I 
may be only a priest’s son, and dirt in the eyes 
of noblemen like you, but don’t insult me so 
lightly and wantonly. I have a sense of honour, 
too, Alexey Fyodorovitch, I couldn't be a re- 
lation of Grushenka, a common harlot. I beg 
you to understand that!” 

Rakitin was intensely irritated. 

"Forgive me, for goodness’ sake, I had no 
idea . . . besides . . . how (an you call her a 
harlot? Is she . . . that sort of woman?” Alyosha 
flushed suddenly. "I tell you again, I heard 
that she was a relation of yours. You often go 
to see her, and you told me yourself you’re not 
her lover. I never dreamed that you of all peo- 
ple had such contempt for her! Does she really 
deserve it?” 

"1 may have reasons of my own for vi *ing 
her. That's not your business. But as for rela- 
tionship, your brother, or even your father, is 
more likely to make her yours than mine. Well, 
here we are. You'd better go to the kitchen. 
Hullo! what’s wrong, what is it? Are wc late? 
They can't have finished dinner so soon! Have 
the Karamazovs been making trouble again? 
No doubt they have. Here's your father and 


your brother Ivan after him. They've broken 
out from the Father Superior's. And look. Fa- 
ther Isidor’s shouting out something after them 
from the steps. And your father's shouting and 
waving his arms. I expect he's swearing. Bah, 
and there goes Miiisov driving away in his car- 
riage. You see, he's going. And there's old 
Maximov running!~there must have been a 
row. There can't have been any dinner. Surely 
they've not been beating the Father Superiorl 
Or have they, perhaps, been beaten? It would 
serve them right!" 

There was reason for Rakitin’s exclama- 
tions. There had been a scandalous, an un- 
precedented scene. It had all come from the 
impulse of a moment. 

Chapter 8- The Scandalous Scene 
Ml USOV, as a man of breeding and delicacy, 
could not but feel some inward qualms, when 
he real ned the Father Superior's with Ivan; 
he felt ashamed of having l<7St his temper. He 
felt that he ought to have disdained that des- 
picable wretch, Fyodor Pavlovitch, too much 
to have been upset by him in Father Zossima's 
cell, and so to have forgotten himself. "The 
monks were not to blame, in any case,” he re- 
flected, on the steps. "And if they're decent 
people here (and the Father Superior, I un- 
derstand, is a nobleman) why not be friendly 
and courteous with them? I won't argue. I'll 
fall in with everything, I’ll win them by polite- 
ness, and . . . and . . . show them that I've 
nothing to do with that A'.sop, that buffoon, 
that Piv.rrot, and have merely been taken in 
over tin** affair, just as they have.” 

He determined to drop his litigation with 
the monastery, and relinquish his claims to die 
'tvood-cutiing and fishery rights at once. He 
was the more ready to do this because the 
rights liad become much less valuable, and he 
had indeed the vaguest idea where the wockI 
and river in question were. 

These excellent intentions were strength- 
ened when he entered the Father Superior's 
dining-room, though, strictly speaking, it was 
not a dining room, for the Father Superior 
had only two rooms altogether; they were, 
however, much larger and more comfortable 
than Father Zossima's. But there was no great 
luxury about the furnishing of diese rooms ei- 
ther. The furniture was of mahogany, covered 
with leather, in the old-fashioned style of 1820; 
die floor was not e/en stained, but everything 
was shining with cleanliness, and there were 
many clioice flowers in the windows; the most 
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sumptuous thing in the room at the moment 
was, of course, the beautifully decorated table. 
The cloth was clean, the service shone; there 
were three kinds of well-baked bread, two bot- 
tles of wine, two of excellent mead, and a large 
glass jug of kvas—both the latter made in the 
monastery, and famous in the neighbourhood. 
There was no vodka. Rakitin related after- 
wards that there were five dishes: fish-soup 
made of sterlets, served with little fish patties: 
then boiled fish served in a special way: then 
salmon cutlets, ice pudding and compote, and 
finally, blanc-mangc. Rakitin found out about 
all these good things, for he could not resist 
peeping into the kitchen, where he already 
had a footing. He had a footing everywhere, 
and got information about everything. He was 
of an uneasy and envious temper. He was well 
aware of his c^wn considerable abilities, and 
nervously exaggerated them in his self-conceit. 
He knew he would play a prominent part of 
some sort, but Alyosha, who was attached to 
him. was distressecl to see that his friend Raki- 
tin was dishonourable, and quite unconscious 
of being so himself, considering, on the con- 
trary, that because he would not steal money 
left on the table he was a man of the highest 
integrity. Neither Alyosha nor anyone else 
could have influenced him in that. 

Rakitin, of course, was a person of. too little 
consequence to be invited to the dinner, to 
which Father Iosif, Father Pai'ssy, and one 
other monk were the only inmates gf the mon- 
astery invited. They were already waiting when 
Miusov.Kalganov.and Ivan arrived. I’he other 
guest, Maximov, stood a little aside, waiting 
also. The Father Superior stepped into the 
middle of the room to receive his guests. He 
was a tall, thin, but still vigorems old man, 
with black hair streaked with grey, and a long, 
grave, ascetic face. He bowed to his guests in 
silence. But this time they approac lied to re- 
ceive his blessing. Miiisov even tried to kiss 
his hand, but tlie Father Superior drew it back 
in time to avoid the salute. But Ivan and Kal- 
yanov went through the ceremony in the most 
simple-hearted and complete manner, kissing 
his hand as peasants do. 

“We must apologise most humbly, your rev- 
erence," began Miiisov, simpering affably, and 
speaking in a dignified and respectful tone. 
“Pardon us for having come alone without tlie 
gentleman you invited, Fyodor Pavlovitch. He 
felt obliged to decline the honour of your hos- 
pitality, and not without reason. In the rev- 
erend Father Zossima's cell he was carried 


away by the unhappy dissension with his son, 
and let fall words which were quite out of 
keeping ... in fact, quite unseemly . . . as"— 
he glanced at the monks— “your reverence is, 
no doubt, already aware. And therefore, recog- 
nising that he had been to blame, he felt sin- 
cere regret and shame, and begged me, and his 
son Ivan Fyodorovitch, to convey to you his 
apologies and regrets. In brief, he hopes and 
desires to make amends later. He asks your 
blessing, and begs you to forget what has taken 
place." 

As he uttered the last word of his tirade, 
Miiisov completely recovered his .self-compla- 
cency, and all traces of his former irritation 
disappeared. He fully and sincerely loved hu- 
manity again. 

The Father Superior listened to him with 
dignity, and, with a slight bend of the head, re- 
plied: 

“I sincerely deplore his absence. Perhaps at 
our table he might have learnt to like us, and 
we him. Pray be seated, gentlemen." 

He stood before the holy image, and began 
to say grace, ahnid. All bent their heads rever- 
ently, and Maximov claspeil his hands before 
him, with peculiar fervour. 

It w’as at this moment that Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch played his last prank. It must be noted 
that he really had meant togohonie.andreally 
had felt the impossibility of going to dine 
with the Father Superior as though nothing 
had happened, after his disgraceful behaviour 
in the elder's cell. Not that he was so very much 
ashamed of himself— quite the contrary per- 
haps. But still he felt it would be unseemly to 
go to dinner. Yet his creaking carriage had 
hardly been brought to the steps of the hotel, 
and he had hardly got into it, when he sud- 
denly stopped short. He remembered his own 
words at the elder’s: “I always feel when I 
meet people that 1 am lower than all, and that 
they all take me Ic^r a buffoon; so 1 say let me 
play the buffoon, fcjr you are, every one of 
you, stupider and lower than I." He longed 
to revenge himself on everyone for his own un- 
seemliness. He .suddenly recalled how he had 
once in the past been asked, “Why do you 
hate so and so, so much?" And he had an- 
.swc:rcd them, with his shameless impudence, 
“I’ll tell you. He has done me no harm. But 1 
played him a dirty trick, and ever since I have 
hated him." 

Remembering that now, he smiled quietly 
and malignantly, hesitating for a moment. His 
eyes gleamed, and his lips positively quivered. 
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“Well, since I have begun, I may as well go 
on," he decided. His precloniinant sensation 
at that moment might be expressed in the fol- 
low'ing words, “Well, there is no rehabilitating 
myself now. So Jet me shame them lor all 1 am 
worth. I will show them I don’t care what they 
think— that’s alll" 

lie told the coachman to wait, while with 
rapid steps he returned to the monastery and 
straight to the Father Superior’s. He had no 
clear idea what he would do. hut he knew that 
he could not control himself, and that a touch 
might drive him to the utmost limits ob- 
scenity, but only to obscenity, to nothing trim- 
inal, nothing for wiiich he could be legally 
punished. In the last resort, he (ould always 
restrain himself, and had mar^clIcd indeed at 
himself, on that score, sometimes. He appeared 
in the Father Superior's dining-room, at the 
moment when the prayer was over, and all 
w^ere moving to the table. Standing in the door- 
way, he scanned the company, and laughing 
his probrntfed, impudent, malicious chuckle, 
looked them all boldly in the face. “They 
thought I had gone, and here 1 am again,’’ he 
cried to the w'hoJe room. 

For cjiie moment everyone stared at him 
without a word; and at once c\eryonc felt that 
somethingrevolting,grotes(jue, positively scan- 
dalous, was about to happen. Miiisov passed 
immediately irom the most benevolent frame 
of mind to the most savage. All the feelings 
that had subsided and died down in his heart 
revived instantly. 

“Ncr! this I cannot endure!’’ he cried. “I ab- 
solutely cannot! and ... I certainly cannot!" 

I'he blood rushed to his head. He positively 
stammered; but he was beyond thinking of 
style, and he seized his hat. 

"What is it he cannot?’’ cried Fyerdor Pavlo- 
vitch, "that he absolutely cannot and certainly 
cannot? Your reverence, am I to come in or 
not? Will you receive me as your guest?” 

"You arc welcome with all my heart," an- 
swered the Superior. "Gentlemen!’’ he added, 
"I venture to beg you most earnestly to lay 
aside your dis.sensions, and to be united in love 
and family harmony— with prayer to the ..ord 
at our humble table." 

"No, no, it is impossible!" cried Miiisov, be- 
side himself. 

"Well, if it is impossible for Pyotr Alexan- 
drov! tch, it is impossible for me. and 1 won’t 
stop. That is why I came. I wdll keep with 
Pyotr Alexandrovitch everywhere now. If you 
will go away, Pyotr Alexandrovitch, 1 will go 


aw'ay too, if you remain, I will remain. You 
.stung him by what you said about family har- 
mony, Father Superior, he does not admit he 
is my rclatimi. That’s right, isn’t it, von Sohn? 
Here’s von Sohn. How are you, von Sohn?" 

"Do you mean me?" muttered Maximov, 
puz/lcd. 

"Of course I mean you," cried Fycxlor Pavlo- 
vitch. "Who else? The Father Superior could 
not be vcjn Sohn." 

"But I am not von Sohn either. I am Maxi- 
mov." 

"No, you arc von Sohn. Your reverence, do 
you know who von Sohn was? It was a famous 
murder case. He was killed in a house of har- 
lotry— I believe that is what such places are 
called among )ou-he was killed and robbed, 
and in spite of his venerable age, he was nailed 
up in a box and sent from Petersburg to Mos- 
cow^ in the luggage van, and while they w'ere 
nailing him up, the harlots sang songs and 
played the harp, that is to say, the piano. So 
this is that very von Sohn. He has risen from 
the dead, hasn't he, von Sohn?" 

"What is happening? What’s this?" voices 
were heard in the group of monks. 

"Let us go,” cried Miiisov, addressing Kal- 
ganov. 

■‘No, excuse me," Fyodor Pavlovitch broke 
in shrilly, taking anotlier step into the room. 
“Allow me to finish. I'here in the cell you 
blamed me for behaving disrespectfully just 
because I spoke of eating gudgeon, Pyotr 
Alexandrovitch. Miiisov, iny relation, prefers 
to have t>his de nohlcsic que de sinevrite in his 
w'ords, but I prefer in mine /)/m5 de sincerite 
que de noblesse, and— damn the noblessel 
That’s right, isn’t it, von Sohn? Allow me. Fa- 
ther Superior, though lama buffoon and play 
the buffoon, yet I am the soul of lu^nour, and I 
want to speak my mind. Yes, I am the soul of 
honour, while in Pyotr Alexandrovitch there 
is woun.led vanity and nothing else. I came 
here perhaps to have a look and speak my 
mind. My son. Alexey, is here, being saved. I 
am his father: 1 care for his welfare, and it is 
my duty to (.ire. While I’ve been playing the 
fool, 1 have been listening and having a look 
on the sly; and now I want to give you the last 
act of the pcrhmnaiice. You know how things 
are with us? As a thing falls, so it lies. As a 
thing once has fallen, so it must lie for ever. 
Not a bit of it! I want to get up again. Holy 
Father, I am indignant with you. Confession is 
a great sacrament, before which 1 am ready to 
bow down reverently; but there in the cell. 
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they all kneel down and confess aloud. Can it 
be right to confess aloud? It was ordained by 
the holy Fathers to confess in secret; then only 
your confession will be a mystery, and so it 
was of old. But how can I explain to him be- 
fore everyone that I did this and that . . . well, 
you understand what— sometimes it would not 
be proper to talk about it— so it is really a 
scandal 1 No, Fathers, one might be carried a- 
long with you to the Flagellants. I dare say . . . 
at the first opportunity 1 shall write to the Sy- 
nod, and I shall take my son, Alexey, home.” 

We must note here that Fyodor Pavlovitch 
knew where to look for the weak spot. There 
had been at one time malicious ruinourswhich 
had even reached the Archbishop (not only re- 
garding our monastery, but in others where 
the institution of elders existed) that too miidi 
respect was paid to the elders, even to the 
detriment of the authority of the Superior, 
that the elders abused the sacrament of con- 
fession and so on and so on— absurd charges 
which had died away of themselves every- 
where. But the spirit of folly, which had caught 
up Fyodor Pavlovitch, and was bearing him 
on the current of his own nerves into lower 
and lower depths of ignominy, prompted him 
with this old slander. Fyodor Pavlovitch did 
not understand a word of it, and he could not 
even put it sensibly, for on this occasion no 
one had been kneeling and confessing aloud 
in the elder's cell, so that he could not have 
seen anything of the kind. He was only speak- 
ing from confused memory of old slanders. 
But as soon as he had uttered his foolish tirade, • 
he felt he had been talking absurd nonsense, 
and at once longed to prove to' his audience, 
and above all to himself, that he had not been 
talking nonsense. And, though he knew per- 
fectly well that with each word he would be 
adding more and more absurdity, he could not 
restrain himself, and plunged forward blindly. 

“How disgracefull” cried Pyotr Alexandro- 
vitch. 

“Pardon me!” said the Father Superior. “It 
was said of old, ‘Many have begun to speak 
against me and have uttered evil sayings about 
me. And hearing it I have said to myself; it is 
the correction of the Lord and He has sent it 
to heal my vain soul.’ And so we humbly thank 
you, honoured guest!” and he made Fyodor 
Pavlovitch a low bow. 

“Tut— tut— tut— sane timon iousness and stock 
phrases! Old phrases and old gestures. The old 
lies and formal prostrations. We know all a- 
bout them. A kiss on the lips and a dagger in 


the heart, as in Schiller’s Robbers. 1 don’t like 
falsehood. Fathers, 1 want the truth. But the 
truth is not to be found in eating gudgeon and 
that 1 proclaim aloud! Father monks, why do 
you fast? Why do you expect reward in heaven 
for that? Why, for reward like that I will come 
and fast too! No, saintly monk, you try being 
virtuous in the world, do good to society, with- 
out shutting yourself up in a monastery at 
other people’s expense, and without expecting 
a reward up aloft for it— you’ll find that a bit 
harder. I can talk sense, too. Father Superior. 
What have they got here?” He went up to the 
table. “Old port wine, mead brewed by the 
Eliseyev Brothers. Fie. fie, fathers! That is 
something beyond gudgeon. I.ook at tlic bot- 
tles the fathers have brought out, he he he! 
And who has provided it all? The Russian 
peasant, the labourer, brings here the farthing 
earned by his horny hand, wringing it from 
his family and the tax-gatherer! You bleed the 
people, you know, holy Fathers.” 

“This is too disgraceful!” said Father Iosif. 

Father Paissy keptobstinately silent. Miiisov 
rushed from the room, and Kalganov after 
him. 

“Well, Father, I will follow Pyotr Alexan- 
drovilch! I am not coming to see you again. 
You may beg me on your knees, I shan’t come. 
I sent you a thousand roubles, so you have 
begun to keep your eye on me. He he he! No, 
•I’ll say no more. I am taking my revenge for 
my youth, for all the humiliation I endured.” 
He thumped the table with his fist in a par- 
oxysm of simulated feeling. “This monastery 
has played a great part in my life! It has cost 
me many bitter tears. You used to set my wife, 
the crazy one, against me. You cursed me with 
bell and book, you spread stories about me all 
over the place. Enough, fathers! This is the 
age of Liberalism, the age of steamers and rail- 
ways. Neither a thousand, nor a hundred rou- 
bles, no, nor a hundred farthings will you get 
out of me!” 

It must be noted again that our monastery 
never had played any great part in his life, and 
he never had shed a bitter tear owing to it. 
But he was so carried away by his simulated 
emotion, that he was for one moment almost 
believing it himself. He was so touched he was 
almost weeping. But at that very instant, he 
felt that it was time to draw back. 

The Father Superior bowed his head at his 
malicious lie, and again spoke impressively: 

“It is written again, ‘Bear circumspectly and 
gladly dishonour that cometh upon thee by 
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no act of thine own, be not confounded and 
hate not him who hath dishonoured thee.' And 
so will wc." 

"Tut, tut, tut! Bethinking thyself and the 
rest of the rigmarole. Bethink yourselves. Fa- 
thers, I will go. But I will take my son, Alexey, 
away from here for ever, on my parental au- 
thority. Ivan Fyodorovitch, my most dutiful 
son, permit me to order you to follow me. Von 
Sohn, what have you to stay for? Come and see 
me now in the town. It is fun there. It is only 
one short verst; instead of lenten oil, I will 
give you sucking-pig and kasha. We will have 
dinner with some brandy and liqueur to it. 
. . . I've cloudberry wine. Hey, von Sohn, don't 
lose your chance." He went out, shouting and 
gesticulating. 

It was at that moment Kakitin saw him and 
pointed him out to Alyosha. 

"Alexey!" his father shouted, from far off, 
catihing sight of him. "You come home to me 
to-day, for good, and bring your pillow and 
mattress, and leave no trace behind." 

Alyosha stood rooted to the spot, watching 
the scene in silence. Meanwhile, Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch had got into uic carriage, and Ivan was 
about to follow him in grim silence without 
even turning to say good-bye to Alyosha. But 
at this point another almost incredible scene 
of grotesque buffoonery gave the finishing 
touch to the episode. Maximov suddenly ap- 
peared by the side of the carriage. He ran up, 
panting, afraid of beinij too late. Rakitin and 
Alyosha saw him running. He was in such a 
hurry that in his impatience he put his foot 
on the step on which Ivan’s left foot was still 
resting, and clutching the carriage he kept try- 
ing to jump in. "I am going with you!" he kept 
shouting, laughing a thin mirthful laugh with 
a look of reckless glee in his face. " Fake me, 
too." 

“There!" cried Fyodor Pavlovitch, delight- 
ed. "Did I not say he was von Sohn. It is von 
Sohn himself, risen from the dead. Why, how 


did you tear yourself away? What did you von- 
sohn there? And how could you get away from 
the dinner? You must be a brazen-faced fel- 
low! I am that myself, but I am surprised at 
you, brother! Jump in, jump in! Let him pass, 
Ivan. It will be fun. He can lie somewhere at 
our feet. Will you lie at our feet, von Sohn? 
Or perch on the box with the coachman. Skip 
on to the box, von Sohn!" 

But Ivan, who had by now taken his seat, 
without a word gave Maximova violent punch 
in the breast and sent him flying. It was quite 
by chance he did not fall. 

"Drive on!" Ivan shouted angrily to the 
coachman. 

"Why, what are you doing, what are you 
about? Why did you do that?" Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch protested. 

But the carriage had already driven away. 
Ivan made no reply. 

“Well, you are a fellow," Fyodor Pavlovitch 
said again. 

After a pause of two minutes, looking ask- 
ance at his son, "Why, it was you got up all 
this monastery business. You urged it, you ap- 
proved of it. Why are you angry now?" 

"You've talked rot enough. You might rest 
a bit now," Ivan snapped sullenly. 

Fyodor Pavlovitch was silent again for two 
minutes. 

"A drop of brandy would be nice now," he 
observed sententiously, but Ivan made no re- 
sponse. 

“You shall have some, too, when we get 
home." 

Ivan w^as still silent. 

F)odor Pavlovitch waited another two min- 
utes. 

"But I shall take Alyosha away from the 
monastery, though you will dislike it so much, 
most honoured Karl von Moor." 

Ivan shrugged his shoulders contemptuous- 
ly, and turning away stared at the road. And 
they did not speak again all the way home. 
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BOOK III 

The Sensualists 


Chapter /. In the Servants* Quarters 

The Karamazovs* house was far from being in 
the centre of the towm, but it was not quite 
outside it. It was a plcasant-looking old house 
of two stories, painted grey, with a red iron 
roof. It was roomy and snug, and might still 
last many years. There were all sorts of unex- 
pected little cupboards and closets and stair- 
cases. There were rats in it, but Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch did not altogether dislike them. “One 
doesn't feel so solitary when one’s left alotie in 
the evening,’* he used to say. It was his habit 
to send the servants away to the lodge for the 
night and to lock himself up alone. The lodge 
was a roomy and solid building in the yard. 
Fyodor Pavlovitch used to have the cooking 
done there, ah hough there was a kitchen in 
the house; he did not like the smell of cooking, 
and, winter and summer alike, the dishes were 
carried in across the courtyard. I’lu* house was 
built for a large family; there was room for 
five times as many, w'ith their servants. But at 
the time of our story there was no one living 
in the house but Fyodor Pavlovitch and his 
son Ivan. And in the lodge there were only 
three servants: old Grigory, and his old wife 
Marfa, and a young man called Smerdyakov. 
Of these three we must say a few w'ords. Of old 
Grigory W'C have said something already. He 
was firm and determined and w'ent blindly 
and obstinately for his object, if once he had 
been brought by any reasons (and they were 
often very illogical ones) to believe that it was 
immutably right. He w^as honest and incor- 
ruptible. His wife. Marfa Ignatyevna, had 
obeyed her husband’s will implicitly all her 
life, yet she had pestered him terribly after 
the emancipation of the serfs. She w\'is set 
on leaving P'yodor Pavlovitch and opening 
a little shop in Moscow with their small 
savings. But Grigory decided then, once for 
all, that “the woman’s talking nonsense, 
for every woman is dishonest,’’ and that they 
ought not to leave their old master, what- 
ever he might be, for “that was now their 
duty.’’ 


“Do you understand what duty is?” he asked 
Marfa Ignatyevna. 

“I understand w'hat duty means, Grigory 
Vassilyevitch, but why it's our duty to stay 
here 1 never shall understand,’’ Marla an- 
swered firmly. 

“Well, don’t understand then. But so it shall 
be. And you hold your tongue.” 

And so it was. They did not go away, and 
Fyodor Pavlovitch promised them a small sum 
for wages, and paid it regularly. Grigory knew, 
too, that he had an indisputable inllucnce 
over his master. It was true, and he was aware 
of it. Fyodor Pavlovitch was an obstinate and 
cunning buffoon, yet, though his will was 
strong enough “in some of the a flairs of lile,” 
as he expressed it, he found himsell, to his 
surprise, extremely feeble in lacing certain 
other emergencies. He knewhisweaknessesand 
was afraid of them. There are positions in 
which one has to keep a sharp lookout. And 
that’s not easy without a trustworthy man. and 
Grigory was a most trustworthy man. Many 
times in the course of his life Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitth had only just escaped a sound thrashing 
through Grige^ry’s intervention, and on each 
occasion the old servant gave him a good lec- 
ture. But it wasn’t only thrashings that Fyodor 
Pavlovitch was afraid of. 'riierc were graver 
occasions, and very subtle and complicated 
ones, when Fyodor Pavlovitch could not have 
explained the extraordinary craving for some- 
one faithful and devoted, which sometimes 
unaccountably came upon him all in a mo- 
ment. It was almost a morbid condition. (>)r- 
rupt and often cruel in his lust, like some nox- 
ious insect, Fyod*)r Pavlovitch w^as sometimes, 
in moments of drunkenness, overcome by su- 
perstitious terror and a moral convulsion 
which took an almost physical form. “My soul’s 
simply quaking in my th/oat at those limes,’’ 
he used to say. At such moments he liked to 
feel that there was near at hand, in the lodge if 
not in the room, a strong, faithful man, vir- 
tuous and unlike himself, w'ho had seen all his 
debauchery and knew all his secrets, but was 
ready in his devotion to overlook all that, not 
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to oppose him, above all, not to reproach him 
or threaten him with anything, either in this 
world or in the next, and, in case of need, to 
defend him—from whom? From somebody un- 
known, but terrible and dangerous. What he 
needed was to feel that there was another man, 
an old and tried friend, that he might call 
him in his sick moments merely to look at his 
fate, or, perhaps, exchange some quite irrel- 
evant words with him. And if the old servant 
were not angry, he felt comforted, and if he 
were angry, he was more dejected. It hap- 
pened even (very rarely however) that Fyodor 
Pavlovitch went at night to the lodge to wake 
Grigory and fetch him for a moment. When 
the old man tame, Fyodor Pavlovitch would 
begin talking about the most trivial matters, 
and would soon let Iiim go again, sometimes 
even with a jest. y\nd after he Iiad gone. Fyo- 
dor Pavlovitch would get into bed with a curse 
and sleep the sleep of the just. Something of 
the same son had ha[)pencd to Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch on Alyosha’s arrival. Alyosha “pierced 
his heart” by “living with him, seeing every- 
thing and blaming nothing.” Moreover, Alyo- 
sha brought witli him something his father 
had never known belore: a complete absence 
of contempt for him and an invariable kind- 
ness, a perfectly natural unaffeited devotion 
to the old man who deserved it so little. All 
this was a complete surprise to the old prolli- 
gate, who had clrojipcd all family ties. It was a 
new and surprising exj>erience lor him, who 
had till then loved nothing but “evil.” W^hen 
Alyosha had left him, he confessed to himself 
tliat he had learnt something he had not till 
then been willing to learn. 

1 have mentioned already that Grigory had 
detested Adelaida Ivanovna, the first wife of 
Fyodor Pavlovitch and the mother of Dmitri, 
and that he had, on the contrary, protected 
Sofya Ivanovna, the poor “crazy woman,” 
against his master and anyone who chanced to 
speak ill or lightly of her. 11 is sympathy for 
the unhappy wife had become something sa- 
cred to him, so that even now, twenty years 
after, he could not bear a slighting allusion 
to her from anyone, and would at once check 
the offender. Externally, Grigory was cold, dig- 
nihed and taciturn, and spoke, weighing his 
words, without frivolity. It was impossible to 
tell at first sight whether he loved his meek, 
obedient wife; but he really did love her. and 
she knew it. 

Marfa Ignatyevna was by no means foolish: 
she was probably, indeed, cleverer than her 
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husband, or, at least, more prudent than he in 
worldly affairs, and yet she had given in to him 
in everything without question or complaint 
ever since her marriage, and respected him for 
his spiritual superiority. It was remarkable 
how little they spoke to one another in the 
course of their lives, and only of the most nec- 
essary daily affairs. The grave and dignified 
Grigory thought over all his cares and duties 
alone, so that Marfa Ignatyevna had long 
grown used to knowing that he did not need 
her advice. She felt thal her husband respected 
her silence, and took it as a sign of her good 
sense. Me had never beaten her but once, and 
then only slightly. Once during the year after 
Fyodor Pavlovitch’s marriage with Adelaida 
Ivanovna, the village girls and women— at that 
time serfs— were called together before the 
house to sing and dance. They were beginning 
“In the Green Meadows,” when Marfa, at that 
time a young woman, skipped forward and 
danced “the Russian Dance,” not in the vil- 
lage fashion, but as she had danced it when 
she was a servant in the service of the rich 
Miiisov family, in their private theatre, where 
the actors were taught to dance by a dancing 
master from Moscow. Grigory saw how his w'ile 
danced, and. an hour later, at home in their 
cottage he gave her a lesson, pulling her hair 
a little. Ihit there it ended: the beating was 
never repeated, and Maria Ignatyevna gave 
up dancing. 

God had not blessed them wnth children. 
One cliild uas born but it died. Grigory w'as 
fond of children, and was not ashamed of show- 
ing it. When Adelaida Ivanovna had run away, 
Grigory took Dmitri, then a child of three 
years old, combed his hair and washed him in 
a tub with his own hands, and l(X)ked after 
him for almost a year. Afterwards he had 
lookc'd after Ivan and Alyosha, for which the 
general’s widow had rewarded him with a slap 
ill the face; but 1 have already related all that. 
The only ha]>piness his own child had brought 
him had been in the anticipation of its birth. 
When it was born, he was overwhelmed with 
grief and horror. The baby had six fingers. 
Grigory was so crushed bv this, that he was not 
only siient till the clay of the christening, but 
kept away in the garden. It was spring, and he 
spent three days digging tlie kitchen garden. 
The third day tvas fixed for christening the 
baby: meantime Grigory had reached a con- 
clusion. Going into the cottage where the 
clergy were assembled and tM visitors had ar- 
rived, including Fyodor Pavlovitch, who was 
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to stand godfather, he suddenly announced 
that the baby "ouglit not to be christened at 
all.” He announced this quietly, briefly, forc- 
ing out his words, and gazing with dull intent- 
ness at the priest. 

”Why not?” asked the priest with good-hu- 
moured surprise. 

“Because it's a dragon,” muttered Grigory. 

“A dragon? What dragon?” 

Grigory did not speak for some time. “It's a 
confusion of nature,” he muttered vaguely, but 
firmly, and obviously unwilling to say more. 

They laughed, and, of course, christened the 
poor baby. Grigory prayed earnestly at the 
font, but his opinion of the new-born child re- 
mained unchanged. Yet he did not interfere 
in any way. As long as the sickly infant lived 
he scarcely looked at it, tried indeed not to 
notice it, and for the most part kept out of the 
cottage. But when, at the end of a fortnight, 
the baby died of thrush, he himself laid the 
child in its little coffin, looked at it in pro- 
found grief, and when they were Ailing up the 
shallow little grave he fell on his knees and 
bowed down to the earth. He did not for years 
afterwards mention his child, nor did Marfa 
speak of the baby before him, and, even if 
Grigory were not present, she never spoke of it 
above a whisper. Marfa observed that, from 
the day of the burial, he devoted himself to 
“religion,” and took to reading the Lives of 
the Saints, for the most part sitting alone and 
in silence, and always puttingon his big, round, 
silver-rimmed spectacles. He rarely read aloud, 
only perhaps in Lent. He was fond of the' 
Book of Job, and had somehow got hold of a 
copy of the sayings and sermons of “the God- 
fearing Father Isaac the Syrian,” which he read 
persistently for years together, understanding 
very little of it. but perhaps prizing and lov- 
ing it the more for that. Of late he had begun 
to listen to the doctrines of the sect of Flagel- 
lants settled in the neighbourhood. He was 
evidently shaken by them, but judged it un- 
fitting to go over to the new faith. His habit of 
theological reading gave him an expression of 
still greater gravity. 

He was perhaps predisposed to mysticism. 
And the birth of his deformed child, and its 
death, had, as though by special design, been 
accompanied by another strange and marvel- 
lous event, which, as he said later, had left a 
“stamp” upon his soul. It happened that, on 
the very night after the burial of his child, 
Marfa was awakened by the wail of a new-born 
baby. She was frightened and waked her hus- 


band. He listened and said he thought it was 
more like someone groaning, “it might be a 
woman.” He got up and dressed. It was a 
rather warm night in May. As he went down 
the steps, he distinctly heard groans coming 
from the garden. But the gate from the yard 
into the garden was locked at night, and there 
was no other way of entering it, for it was en- 
closed all round by a strong, high fence. Go- 
ing back into the house, Grigory lighted a lan- 
tern, took the garden key, and taking no no- 
tice of the hysterical fears of his wife, who was 
still persuaded that she heard a child crying, 
and that it was her own baby crying and call- 
ing for her, went into the garden in silence. 
There he heard at once that the groans came 
from the bath-house that stood near the gar- 
den gate, and that they were the groans of a 
woman. Opening the door of the bath-house, 
he saw a sight which petrified him. An idiot 
girl, who wandered about the streets and was 
known to the whole towm by the nickname of 
Lizaveta Smerdyastchaya (Stinking Lizaveta). 
had got into the bath-house and had just given 
birth to a child. She lay dying with the baby 
beside her. She said nothing, ior she had never 
been able to speak. But her story needs a chap- 
ter to itself. 

Chapter 2. Lizaveta 

There was one circumstance which struck 
Grigory particularly, and confirmed a very un- 
pleasant and revolting suspicion. This l.i/a- 
veta was a dwarfish creature, “not five foot 
within a wee bit,” as many of the pious old 
women said pathetically about her, alter her 
death. Her broad, healthy, red face had a look 
of blank idiocy and the fixed stare in her eyes 
was unpleasant, in spite of their meek expres- 
sion. She wandered about, summer and winter 
alike, barefooted, wearing nothing but a 
hempen smock. Her coarse, almost black hair 
curled like lamb's wool, and formed a sort of 
huge cap on her head. It was always crusted 
with mud, and had leaves, bits of stick, and 
shavings clinging to it, as she always slept on 
the ground and in the dirt. Her father, a home- 
less, sickly drunkard, called Ilya, had lost ev- 
erything and lived many years as a| workman 
with some well-to-do tradespeople. Her mother 
had long been dead. Spiteful and diseased, 
Ilya used to beat Lizaveta inhumanly when- 
ever she returned to him. But she rarely did 
so, for everyone in the town was ready to look 
after her as being an idiot, and so specially 
dear to God. Ilya's employers, and many others 
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in the town, especially of the tradespeople, 
tried to clothe her better, and always rigged 
her out with high boots and sheepskin coat for 
the winter. But, although she allowed them to 
dress her up without resisting, she usually went 
away, preferably to the cathedral porch, and 
taking off all that had been given her— ker- 
chief, sheepskin, skirt or boots— she left them 
there and walked away barefoot in her smock 
as before. It happened on one occasion that a 
new governor of the province, making a tour 
of inspection in our town, saw Lizaveta, and 
was wounded in his tendercst susceptibilities. 
And though he was told she was an idiot, he 
pronounced that for a young woman of twenty 
to wander about in nothing but a smock w^as 
a breach of the proprieties, and must not oc- 
cur again. But the governor went his way, and 
Lizaveta was left as she was. At last her father 
died, w'hich made her even more acceptable 
in the eyes of the religious persons of the town, 
as an orphan. In fact, everyone seemed to like 
her; even the boys did not tease her, and the 
boys of our town, especially the schoolboys, 
are a mischievous ^^'t. She would walk into 
strange houses, and no one drove her away. 
Lveryone was kind to her and gave her some- 
thing. If she were given a copper, she would 
take it, and at once drop it in the alms-jug of 
the church t)r prison. If she were given a roll 
or bun in the market, she would hand it to 
the first child she met. Sometimes she would 
stop one of the richest ladies in the town and 
give it to her, and the lady would be pleased 
to take it. She herself never tasted anything 
but black bread and water. If she went into 
an expensive shop, where there were costly 
goods or money lying about, no one kept 
watch on her, for they knew that if she saw 
thousands of roubles overlooked by them, she 
would not have touched a farthing. She scarce- 
ly ever went to church. She slept either in tlie 
church porch or climbed over a hurdle (there 
are many hurdles instead of fences to this day 
in our town) into a kitchen garden. She used 
at least once a week to turn up “at home,“ 
that is at the house of her father's former em- 
ployers, and in the winter went there every 
night, and slept either in the passage or the 
cow'house. People were amazed that she could 
stand such a life, but she was accustomed to it, 
and, although she was so tiny, she w'as of a 
robust constitution. Some of the townspeople 
declared that she did all this only from pride, 
but that is hardly credible. She could hardly 
speak, and only from time to time uttered an 
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inarticulate grunt. How could she have been 
proud? 

It happened one clear, warm, moonlight 
night in September (many years ago) five or 
six drunken revellers were returning from the 
club at a very late hour, according to our pro- 
vincial notions. They passed through the “back- 
way,” which led between the back gardens of 
the houses, with hurdles on either side. This 
way leads out on to the bridge over the long, 
stinking pool which we were accustomed to 
call a river. Among the nettles and burdocks 
under the hurdle our revellers saw Lizaveta 
asleep. They stopped to look at her, laughing, 
and began jesting with unbridled licentious- 
ness. It occurred to one young gentleman to 
make the whimsical inquiry whether anyone 
could possibly look upon such an animal as a 

woman, and so forth They all pronounced 

with lofty repugnance that it was impossible. 
But Fyodor Pavlovitch, who was among them, 
sprang forward mid declared that it was by no 
means impossible, and that, indeed, there was 
a certain piquancy about it, and so on. ... It 
is true that at that time he was overdoing his 
part as a bulToon. He liked to put himself for- 
ward and entertain the company, ostensibly 
on equal terms, of course, though in reality he 
was on a sen'ilc footing with them. It was just 
at the time when he had received the news of 
his first wife’s death in Petersburg, and, with 
crape upon his hat, was drinking and behav- 
ing so shamelessly that even the most reckless 
among us w’ere shocked at the sight of him. 
The revellers, of course, laughed at this unex- 
pected opinion; and one of them even began 
challenging him to act upon it. The others re- 
pelled the idea even more emphatically, al- 
though still with the utmost hilarity, and at 
last they went on their way. Later on. Fyodor 
Pavlovitch swore that he had gone with them, 
and perhaps it was so, no one knows for cer- 
tain, and no one ever knew. But five or six 
months later, all the town was talking, with 
intense and sincere indignation, of Lizaveta 's 
condition, and trying to find out who was the 
miscreant who had wronged her. Then sud- 
denly a terrible rumour was all over the town 
that this miscreant was no other than Fyodor 
Pavlovitch. Who set the rumour going? Of that 
drunken band five had left the town and the 
only one still among us was an elderly and 
much respected civil councillor, the father of 
grown-up daughters, who could hardly have 
spread the tale, even if th<^e had been any 
foundation for it. But rumour pointed straight 



50 The Brothers Karamazov 


at Fyodor Pavlovitch, and persisted in point- 
ing at him. Of course this was no great griev- 
ance to him: he would not have troubled to 
contradict a set of tradespeople. In those days 
he was proud, and did not condescend to talk 
except in his own circle of the officials and 
nobles, whom he entertained so well. 

At the time, Grigory stood up for his mas- 
ter vigorously. He provoked quarrels and al- 
tercations in defence of him and succeeded in 
bringing some people round to his side. “It's 
the wench’s own fault,” he asserted, and the 
culprit was Karp, a dangerous convict, who 
had escaped from prison and whose name was 
well known to us, as he had hidden in our 
town. This conjecture sounded plausible, for 
it was remembered that Karp had been in the 
neighbourhood just at that time in the au- 
tumn, and had robbed three people. But this 
affair and all the talk about it did not estrange 
popular sympathy from the poor idiot. She was 
better looked after than ever. A well-to-do mer- 
chant’s widow named Kondratyev arranged to 
take her into her house at the end of April, 
meaning not to let her go out until after the 
confinement. They kept a constant watch over 
her, but in spite of their vigilante she escaped 
on the very last day, and made her way into 
Fyodor Pavlovitch's garden. How, in her con- 
dition, she managed to climb over the high, 
strong fence remained a mystery. Some main- 
tained that she must have been lifted over by 
somebody; others hinted at something more 
uncanny. The most likely explanation is that 
it happened naturally— that Lizaveta, accus- 
tomed to clambering over hurdles to sleep in 
gardens, had somehow managed to climb this 
fence, in spite of her condition, and had leapt 
down, injuring herself. 

Grigory rushed to Marfa and sent her to 
Lizaveta, while he ran to fetch an old mid- 
wife who lived close by. 'I'hey saved the baby, 
but Lizaveta died at dawn. Grigory took the 
baby, brought it home, and making his wife 
sit down, put it on her lap. ‘‘A child of Gcid— 
an orphan is akin to all,” he said, “and to us 
above others. Our little lost one has sent us 
this, who has come from the devil’s son and a 
holy innocent. Nurse him and weep no more.” 

So Marfa brought up the child. He was chris- 
tened Pavel, to which people were not slow in 
adding Fyodorovitch (son of Fyodor). Fyodor 
Pavlovitch did not object to any of this, and 
thought it amusing, though he persisted vig- 
orously in denying his responsibility. The 
townspeople were pleased at his adopting the 


foundling. Later on, Fyodor Pavlovitch in- 
vented a surname for the child, calling him 
Smerdyakov, after his mother’s nickname. 

So this Smerdyakov became Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch’s second servant, and was living in the 
lodge with Grigory and Marfa at the time our 
story begins. He was employed as cook. 1 ought 
to say something of this Smerdyakov, but I am 
ashamed of keeping my readers’ attention so 
long occupied with these common menials, 
and I will go back to my story, hoping to say 
more of Smerdyakov in the course of it. 

Chapter 5. The Confession of a 
Passionate Heart in Verse 
Alyosha remained for some time irresolute 
after hearing the command his father shouted 
to him from the carriage. But in spite of his 
uneasiness he did not stand still. I'hat was not 
his way. He went at once to the kitchen to find 
out what his father had been doing above. 
Then he set off, trusting that on the way he 
would find some answer to the doubt torment- 
ing him. I hasten to add that his lather's shouts, 
commanding him to return home “with his 
mattress and pillow” did not frighten him in 
the least. He understood perfectly that those 
peremptory shouts were merely “a flourish” to 
produce an cflect. In the same way a trades- 
man in our town who was celebrating his 
name-day with a party of friends, getting an- 
gry at being rchised more vodlj^a, smashed up 
his own crockery and furniture and tore his 
own and his wife’s clothes, and finally broke 
his windows, all for the sake of clFect. Next 
day, of course, when he was sober, he regretted 
the broken cups and saucers. Alyosha knew 
that his father would let him go back to the 
monastery next day, possibly even that eve- 
ning. Moreover, he was fully persuaded that 
his father might hurt anyone else, but would 
nc>t hurt him. Alyo.sha was ceriain that no one 
in the whole world ever would want to hurt 
him, and, what is more, he knew that no one 
could hurt him. This was for him an axiom, 
assumed once for all without c]ucstion, and he 
went his way without hesitation, relying on it. 

But at that moment an anxiety of adillerent 
sort disturbed him, and worried him the inc^re 
because he could not formulate it. It was the 
fear of a woman, of Katerina Ivanovna, who 
had so urgently entreated him in the note 
handed to him by Madame Hohlakov to come 
and see her about something. This request and 
the necessity of going had at once aroused an 
uneasy feeling in his heart, and this feeling 
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had grown more and more painful all the 
morning in spite of the scenes at the hermitage 
and at the Father Superior's. He was not un- 
easy because he did not know what slie would 
speak of and what he must answer. And he 
was not afraid of her simply as a woman. 
Though he knew little of women, he had spent 
his life, from early childhood till he entered 
the monastery, entirely with women. He was 
afraid of that woman, Katerina Ivanovna. He 
had been afraid of her from the first time he 
saw her. He had only seen her two or three 
times, and had only chanced to say a few words 
to her. He thought of her as a beautiful, proud, 
imperious girl. It was not her beauty which 
troubled him, but something else. And the 
vagueness of his apprehension increased the 
apprehension itself. The girl’s aims were of 
the noblest, he knew that. She was trying to 
save his brother Dmitri simply through gen- 
erosity, though he had already behaved badly 
to her. Yet, although Alyosha recognised and 
did justice to all these fine and generous senti- 
ments, a shiver began to run down his back as 
soon as he drew nci’^ her house. 

He rellected that he would not find Ivan, 
who was so intimate a friend, with her, for 
Ivan was tertainly now with his lather. Dmitri 
he was even more certain not to find there, 
and he had a foreboding of the reason. And so 
his conversation would be with her alone. He 
had a great longing to run and see his brother 
Dmitri before that fatiful interview. With- 
out showing him the letter, he could talk to 
him about it. But Dmitri lived a long way oil, 
and he w^as sure to be away from home too. 
Standing still for a minute, he reached a fi- 
nal decision. Crossing himself with a rapid 
and accustomed gesture, and at once smiling, 
he turned resolutely in the direction of his 
terrible lady. 

He knew her house. If he went by the High 
Street and then across the market-place, it 
was a long way round. Though our towm is 
small, it is scattered, and the houses are far 
apart. And meanwhile his father was expect- 
ing him, and perhaps had not yet forgotten 
his command. He might be unreasonable, and 
so he had to make haste to get there and back. 
So he decided to take a short cut by the back- 
way, for he knew every inch of the ground. 
This meant skirting fences, climbing oxer hur- 
dles, and crossing other people’s back-yard.s, 
where everyone he met knew him and greeted 
him. In this way he could reach the High 
Street in half the time. 


He had to pass the garden adjoining his 
father's, and belonging to a little tumbledown 
house with four windows. "I'he owner of this 
house, as Alyosha knew, was a bedridden old 
woman, living with her daughter, who had 
been a genteel maid-servant in generals’ fami- 
lies in Petersburg. Now she had been at home 
a year, looking after her sick mother. She al- 
ways dressed up in fine clothes, though her old 
mother and she had sunk into such poverty 
that they went every day to Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch's kitchen for soup and bread, which 
Marfa gave readily. Yet, though the young 
w^oman came up for soup, she had never sold 
any of her dresses, and one of these even had a 
long train— a fact which Alyosha had learned 
from Rakitin, who ahvays knew everything 
that was going on in the town. He had forgot- 
ten it as soon as he heard it, but now, on reach- 
ing the garden, he remembered the dress with 
the train, raised his head, which had been 
bowx'd in thought, and came upon something 
quite unexpected. 

Over the hurdle in the garden, Dmitri, 
mounted on something, was leaning forw'ard, 
gesticulating violently, beckoning to him, ob- 
viously afraid to utter a word for fear of be- 
ing overheard. Alyosha ran up to the hurdle. 

“It’s a good thing you looked up. I was 
nearly shouting to you,’’ Mitya said in a joy- 
ful, hurried whisper. “Climb in here c]uicklyl 
How splendid that you’ve come! 1 was just 
thinking of you!’’ 

Alyc^sha was delighted too, but he did not 
know how' to get over the hurdle. Mitya put 
his pow'crful hand under his elbow to help 
him jump, rucking up his cassock, Alyosha 
leapt over the hurdle with the agility of a 
bare legged street iinhin. 

“Well done! Now come along,’’ said Mitya 
in an enthusiastic whisperr. 

“Where?” whispered Alyosha, looking about 
him and finding himself in a deserted garden 
with no one near but themselves. The garden 
w^as small, but the house was at least fifty paces 
away. 

“There’s no one here. Why do you whis- 
per?’’ asked Alyosha. 

“Why do I wdiisper? Deuce take it!’’ cried 
Dmitri at the top of his voice. “You sec what 
silly tricks nature plays one. I am here in 
secret, and on the watch. I’ll explain later on, 
but, knoxving it’s a secret, 1 began whispering 
like a fool, when there’s no need. Let us go. 
Over there. Till then be quie<. I want to kiss 
you. 



T he Brothers Karamazov 


Glory to God in the world. 

Glory to God in me .. . 

I was just repeating that, sitting here, before 
you came.” 

The garden was about three acres in extent, 
and planted with trees only along the fence 
at the four sides. There were apple-trees, ma- 
ples, limes and birch-trees. The middle of the 
garden was an empty grass space, from which 
several hundredweight of hay was carried in 
the summer. The garden was let out for a few 
roubles for the summer. There were also plan- 
tations of raspberries and currants and goose- 
berries laid out along the sides; a kitchen gar- 
den had been planted lately near the house. 

Dmitri led his brother to the most secluded 
corner of the garden. There, in a thicket of 
lime-trees and old bushes of black currant, 
elder, snowball-tree, and lilac, there stood a 
tumble-down green summer-house, blackened 
with age. Its walls were of lattice-work, but 
there was still a roof which could give shelter. 
God knows when this summer-house was built. 
There was a tradition that it had been put up 
some fifty years before by a retired colonel 
called von Schmidt, who owned the house at 
that time. It was all in decay, the floor was 
rotting, the planks were loose, the woodwork 
smelled musty. In the summerhouse there was 
a green wooden table fixed in the ground, and 
round it were some green benches upon which 
it was still possible to sit. Alyosha had at once 
observed his brother’s exhilarated condition, 
and on entering the arbour he saw half a bot- 
tle of brandy and a wineglass on the table. ' 

*‘That*s brandy,” Mitya laughed. ”I see your 
look: ’He's drinking again!’ Distrust the ap 
parition. 

Distrust the worthless, lying crowd. 

And lay aside thy doubts. 

I’m not drinking, I'm only ’indulging,’ as that 
pig, your Rakitin, says. He'll be a civil coun- 
cillor one day, but he’ll always talk about ’in- 
dulging.’ Sitdown. I could takeyou in my arms, 
Alyosha, and press you to my bosom till 1 crush 
you, for in the whole world— in reality— in re- 
al-i-ty— (can you take it in?) I love no one but 
you!” 

He uttered the last words in a sort of exalta- 
tion. 

”No one but you and one ’jade’ I have fallen 
in love with, to my ruin. But being in love 
doesn't mean loving. You may be in love with 
a woman and yet hate her. Remember that! 
1 can talk about it gaily still. Sit down here by 


the table and I'll sit beside you and look at 
you, and go on talking. You shall keep quiet 
and I’ll go on talking, for the time has come. 
But on reflection, you know. I'd better speak 
quietly, for here— here— you can never tell 
what ears are listening. I will explain every- 
thing; as they say, ’the story will be continued.' 
Why have 1 been longing for you? Why have I 
been thirsting for you all these days, and just 
now? (It’s fivedays since I’ve cast anchor here.) 
Because it’s only to you I can tell everything; 
because I must, because I need you, because to- 
morrow I shall fly from the clouds, because to- 
morrow life is ending and beginning. Have you 
ever felt, have you ever dreamt of falling down 
a precipice into a pit? That’s just how I’m fall- 
ing, but not in a dream. And I’m not afraid, 
and don’t you he afraid. At least, 1 am afraid, 
but I enjoy it. It's not enjoyment though, but 
ecstasy. Damn it all, whatever it is! A strong 
spirit, a weak spirit, a womanish spirit— what- 
ever it is! Let us praise nature: you see what 
sunshine, how clear the sky is, the leaves are all 
green, it’s still summer; four o’clock in the 
afternoon and the stillness! Where were you 
going?” 

"I was going to fatlier’s, but I meant to go 
to Katerina Ivanovna’s first.” 

”To her, and to father! Oo! what a coin- 
cidence! Why was I waiting for you? Hunger- 
ing and thirsting for you in every cranny of my 
soul and even in my ribs? Why, to send you to 
father and to her, Katerina Ivanovna, so as to 
have done with her and with father. To send 
an angel. I might have sent anyone, but I 
wanted to send an angel. And here you are on 
your way to see father and her.” 

’’Did you really mean to send me?” cried 
Alyosha with a distressed expression. 

’’Stay! You knew it! And I see you under- 
stand it all at once. But be quiet, be quiet for 
a lime. Don’t be sorry, and don’t cry.” 

Dmitri stood up, thought a moment, and put 
his finger to his forehead. 

’’She's asked you, written to you a letter or 
something, that’s whyyou’re going to her? You 
wouldn't be going except for that?” 

’’Here is her note.” Alyosha took it out of 
his pocket. Mitya looked throu]i[h it quickly. 

’’And you were going the back-way! Oh, 
gods, I thank you for sending hifa by the back- 
way, and he came to me like tile golden fish 
to the silly old fishermen in the fable! Listen, 
Alyosha, listen, brother! Now I mean to tell 
you everything, for I must tell someone. An 
angel in heaven I’ve told already; but 1 want 
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to te}l an angel on earth. You are an angel on 
earth, you will hear and judge and forgive. 
And thif^’s what I need, that someone above 
me shoulujorgive. ListenI If two people break 
away from ^^-erything on earth and fly off into 
the unknowL^r at least one of them, and be- 
fore flying oi{ nj- going to ruin he comes to 
someone else .and says, ‘Do this for me’— some 
favour never asked before that could only be 
asked on one's deathbed— would that other re- 
fuse, if he were a friend or a brother?” 

“I will do it, but tell me what it is, and 
make haste,” said Alyosha. 

“Make hastel H'ml . . . Don’t be in a hurry, 
Alyosha, you hurry and worry yourself. There’s 
no need to hurry now. Now the world has 
taken a new turning. Ah, Alyosha, what a pity 
you can’t understand ecstasy. But what am I 
saying to him? As though you didn’t under- 
stand it. What an ass I am! What am I saying? 
‘Be noble, O man!’— who says that?” 

Alyosha made up his mind to wait. He felt 
that, perhaps, indeed, his work lay here. Mitya 
sank into thought fora moment, with his elbow 
on the table and his head in his hand. Both 
were silent. 

“Alyosha,” said Mitya, “you’re the only one 
who won’t laugh. I should like to begin— my 
confession— with Schiller’s Hymn to Joy, An 
die Freude! I don’t know German, I only know 
it’s called that. Don’t think I’m talking non- 
sense because I’m drunk. I’m not a bit drunk. 
Brandy’s all very well, but I need two bottles 
to make me drunk: 

Silentis with his rosy phiz 
Upon his stumbling ass. 

But I've not drunk i quarter of a bottle, and 
I’m not Silenus. I’m not Silenus, though I am 
strong,’ for I’ve made a decision once for all. 
Forgive me the pun; you’ll have to forgive me 
a lot more than puns to-day. Don’t be uneasy. 
I’m not spinning it out. I’m talking sense, and 
I’ll come to the point in a minute. I won’t keep 
you in suspense. Stay, how does it go?” 

He raised his head, thought a minute, and 
began with enthusiasm: 

Wild and fearful in his cavern 
Hid the naked troglodyte, 

And the homeless nomad wandered 
Laying waste the fertile plant. 

Menacing with spear and arrow 
In the woods the hunter strayed . . • • 

Woe to all poor wretches stranded 
On those cruel and hostile shores! 

From the peak of high Olympus 
Came the mother Ceres down, 

^ In Russian, silen. 


Seeking in those savage regions 
Her lost daughter Proserpine. 

But the Goddess found no refuge. 

Found no kindly welcome there, 

And no temple bearing witness 
To the worship of the gods. 

From the fields and from the vineyards 
Came no fruits to deck the feasts. 

Only flesh of bloodstained victims 
Smouldered on the altar-fires, 

And where'er the grieving goddess 
Turns her melancholy gaze. 

Sunk in vilest degradation 
Man his loathsomeness displays 

Mitya broke into sobs and seized Alyosha's 
hand. 

“My dear, my dear, in degradation, in degra- 
dation now, too. There’s a terrible amount of 
suffering for man on earth, a terrible lot of 
trouble. Don’t think I'm only a brute in an 
officer’s uniform, wallowing in dirt and drink. 
I hardly think of anything but of that degraded 
man— if only I’m not lying. I pray God I'm not 
lying and showiq^ off. 1 think about that man 
because I am that man myself. 

Would he purge his soul from vileness 
And attain to light and worth, 

He must turn and cling for ever 
To his ancient Mother Earth. 

But the difficulty is how am I to cling for 
ever to Mother Earth. I don’t kiss her. I don't 
cleave to her bosom. Am I to become a peasant 
or a shepherd? I go on and I don't know 
whether I’m going to shame or to light and joy. 
That’s the trouble, for everything in the world 
is a riddle! And whenever I’ve happened to 
sink into the vilest degradation (and it’s al- 
ways been happening) I always read that poem 
about Ceres and man. Has it refonned me? 
Never! For I’m a Karamazov. For when I do 
leap into the i>it, I go headlong with my heels 
up, and am pleased to be falling in that de- 
grading attitude, and pride myself upon it. 
And in the very depths of that degradation I 
begin a hymn of praise. Let me be accursed. 
Let me be vile and base, only let me kiss the 
hem of the veil in which my God is shrouded. 
Though I may be following the devil. I am 
Thy son, O Lord, and I love Thee, and I feel 
the joy without which the world cannot stand. 

Joy everlasting fostereth 
The soul of (dl creation. 

It is her secret ferment fires 
The cup of life with flame. 

*Tis at her beck the grass hath turned 
Each blade towards the light 
And solar systems have evolved 
From chaos and dark nighjfC 
Filling the realms of boundless space 
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Beyond the sage’s sight. 

At bounteous Nature’s kindly breast. 

All things that breathe drink Joy, 

And birds and beasts and creeping things 
All follow where She leads. 

Her gifts to man arc friends in need, 

The wreath, the foaming must. 

To angels— vision of God’s throne. 

To insects—sensual lust. 

But enough poetry! I am in tears; let me cry. 
It may be foolishness that everyone would 
laugh at. But you won't laugh. Your eyes are 
shining, too. Enough poetry. I want to tell 
you now about the insects to whom God gave 
'sensual lust.' 

To bisects— sensual lust. 

I am that insect, brother, and it is <(aid of me 
specially. All we Karamazovs are such inserts, 
and, angel as you are, that insect lives in you. 
too, and will stir up a tempest in your blood. 
Tempests, because sensual lust is a tempest- 
worse than a tempest! Beauty is a terrible and 
awful thing! It is terrible because it has not 
been fathomed and never can be fathomed, 
for God sets us nothing but riddles. Here the 
boundaries meet and all contradictions exist 
side by side. 1 amnot a cultivated man, brother, 
but I've thought a lot about this. It’s terrible 
what mysteries there are! Too many riddles 
weigh men down on earth. We must solve them 
as we can, and try to keep a dry skin in the 
w’ater. Beauty! I can't endure the thought that 
a man of lofty mind and heart begins with the 
ideal of the Madonna and ends with the ideal 
of Sodom. What’s still more awful is that a man- 
with the ideal of Sodom in his soul does not re- 
nounce the ideal of the Madonna, and his 
heart may be on fire with that ideal, genuinely 
on fire, just as in his days of youth and inno- 
cence. Yes, man is broad, too broad, indeed. 
I'd have him narrower. The devil only knows 
what to make of it! What to the mind is shame- 
ful is beauty and nothing else to the heart. Is 
there beauty in Sodom? Believe me, that for 
the immense mass of mankind beauty is found 
in Sodom. Did you know that secret? The aw- 
ful thing is that beauty is mysterious as well as 
terrible. God and the devil are fighting there 
and the battlefield is the heart of man. But a 
man always talks of his own ache. Listen, now 
to come to facts." 

Chapter 4, The Confession of a Pas- 
sionate Heart— In Anecdote 

“I WAS leading a wild life then. Father said 
just now that I spent several thousand roubles 


in seducing young girls. That’s a swinifAi in- 
vention, and there was nothing of tl.'e sort. 
And if there was, I didn't need monj',y simply 
for that. With me money is an ac^.jssory, the 
overflow of my heart, the frame ork. To-day 
she would be my lady, to-morr'^^Y a wench out 
of the streets in her place. I ^^te^nained them 
both. 1 threw away money by tly^ handful on 
music, rioting, and gypsies. Somc^jmes 1 gave it 
to the ladies, too, for they'll ta^ e it greedily, 
that must be admitted, and plea.sed and 
thankful for it. Ladies used to fond of me: 
not all of them, but it happened|, it happened. 
But I always liked side-paths, liutlc dark back- 
alleys behind the main road-lllicre one finds 
adventures and surprises, and [precious metal 
in the dirt. I am speaking figurat'ively, brother. 
In the town 1 was in, there were, no such back- 
alleys in the literal sense, but ^morally there 
were. If you were like me, yoir'd know what 
that means. 1 loved vice, I loved'^ the ignominy 
of vice. I loved cruelty; am I nef^t a bug, am I 
not a noxious in.sect? In fact la. Karamazov! 
Once we went, a whole lot of u‘?i, for a picnic, 
in .seven sledges. It was dark, it w^as winter, and 
I began squeezing a girl's hand. : md forced her 
to kiss me. She was tlie daughtei.- of an official , 
a sweet, gentle, submissive cn *atiire. She al- 
lowed me, she allowed me imu: h in the dark. 
She thought, poor thing, that f ( should come 
next day to make her an offer (1 was looked 
upon as a good match, too). Bu7i I didn’t say a 
wwd to her for five niontlis. I ! used 10 sec her 
in a corner at dances (wc werc^ always having 
dances), her eyes watching me. saw how' they 
glowed with fire- -a fire of gent, le indignation. 
This game only tickled that in ’)|sect lust I (her- 
ished in my soul. Five months la‘ ter she married 
an official and left the town, t aill angry, and 
still, perhaps, in love with me.f Now they live 
happily. Observe that I told ii"io one. I didn't 
boast of it. Though I’m full of 4^ow desires, and 
love w'hat’s low. I'm not dishon||ourablc. You’re 
blushing; your eyes (lashed, 
filth wiili you. And all this w'a 
— w'avsidc blossf)ms a la Paul d' 
the cruel insec t had already gro| 

.soul. I’ve a perfect alburn o 
brother. God bless them, the 
to break it offwithoutquarrcll 


gave them away, I neyer br» igged of one of 

Till*- •'Vlr.f-’fl A-nz-kllfrll 


them. But that's enough. Yoj 
I brought you here simply to 
.sense. No, I’m going to tell 
more curious; and don't be si 


glad to tell you, instead of bejing ashamed. 


Enough of thi.s 
s nothing much 
e Koc k— though 
wn strong in my 
reminiscence.s, 
darlings. I tried 
ng. And 1 never 


u can t .suppose 
-.alk of such non- 
you something 
irprised that I'm 
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“You say that because I blushed,” Alyosha 
said suddenly. ”l wasn’t blushing at what you 
were saying or at what you’ve done. 1 blushed 
because I am the same as you are.” 

“You? Come, that’s going a little too far!” 

”No, it’s not too far,” said Alyosha warmly 
(obviously the idea was not a new one). “"I'he 
ladder’s the same. I’m at the bottom step, and 
you’re above, somewhere about the thirteenth. 
That’s how I sec it. Hut it’s all the same. Ab- 
solutely the same in kind. Anyone on the bot- 
tom step is bound to go up to the top one.” 

“I’hcn one ought not to step on at all.” 

“Anyone who can help it had better not.” 

“Hut can you?” 

“I think not.” 

“Hush, Alyosha, hush, darling! I could kiss 
your hand, you touch me so. 'I hat rogue Gru- 
shenka has an eye for men. She told me once 
that she’d devour you one day. There, there. 
Twon’t! From this field of corruption fouled 
by flics, let’s pass to my tragedy, also befouled 
by flies, that is, by every sort of vilcncss. Al- 
though the old man told lies about my seduc- 
ing innocence, tliev^ really was something of 
the sort in my tragedy, though it wasonly once, 
and then it did not comeofl. The old man w'ho 
has reproached me with what ne%er happened 
does not even know of this fact; I never told 
anyone about it. You’re the first, except I\an, 
ol course- Ivan knows everything. He knew 
about it long before you. Hut Ivan's a tomb.” 

“Ivan’s a tomb?” 

“Yes.” 

Alyosha listened with great attention. 

“I was lieutenant in a line regiment, but still 
I w'as under supervision, like a kind ol convict. 
Yet 1 was awfully well recei\cd in the little 
town. I spent money right and left. I was 
thought to be rich; 1 thought so myself. Hut I 
must have pleased them in other ways as well. 
Although tliey shook their heads over me, they 
liked me. My colonel, who was an old man, 
took a .sudden dislike to me. He was always 
down upon me, but I had powerful friends, 
and, moreover, all the town was on my side, so 
he couldn't do me much harm. I was in fault 
ntysell for refusing to treat him with proper 
respect. 1 was proud. Thisobstinaie old fellow, 
who was really a very good sort, kind-hearted 
and hospitable, had had two wives, both dead. 
His first wile, whcj was of a humble family, left 
a daughter asunpretentious as herself. She w^as 
a young woman of four and twenty when 1 was 
there, and w^as living with her father and an 
aunt, her mother’s sister. The aunt was simple 


and illiterate; the niece was simple but lively. 
I like to say nice things about people. 1 never 
knew a woman of more charming character 
than Agafya— fancy, her name was Agafya Iva- 
novna! And she wasn’t bad-looking either, in 
the Russian style: tall, stout, with a full figure, 
and beautiful eyes, though a rather coarse face. 
She had not married, although she had had 
two .suitors. She refused them, but was as cheer- 
ful as ever. I was intimate with her, not in ‘that’ 
way, it was pure friendship. I have often been 
friendly with women quite innocently. I used 
to talk to her with shocking frankneiis, and she 
only laughed. Many woman like such freedom, 
and she was agirl too, which made it very amus- 
ing. Another thing, one could never think of 
her as a young lady. She and her aunt lived in 
her father’s house with a sort of voluntary 
humility, not putting them.selves on an equal- 
ity with other people. She was a general favour- 
ite, and of use of everyone, for .she was a clever 
dre.ssniaker. She had a talent for it. She gave 
her services freely without asking for payment, 
but if anyone ottered her payment, she didn’t 
refuse. The colonel, of course, was a very dif- 
ferent matter. He was one of the chief person- 
ages in the district. He kept open house, enter- 
tained the whole town, gave suppers and 
dances. At the time I arrived and joined the 
battalion, all the town was talking of the ex- 
pected return of the colonel's second daughter, 
a grc'at beauty, who had just left a fashionable 
school in tlie capital. This second daughter is 
Katerina Ivanovna, and she was the child of 
the .second ivife, who belonged to a distin- 
guished general’s family; although, as I learnt 
oil good authority, she too brought the colonel 
no money. She had connections, and that was 
all. I'hcre may have been expectations, but 
they had come o nothing. 

“Yet. wlu*n the young lady came from board- 
ing-school on a visit, the whole town revived. 
Our most distinguished ladies— two ‘Excellen- 
cies’ and a colonel’s wife— and all the rest fol- 
lowing their lead, at once took her up and 
gave cntcrtainmeius in her honour. She w'as 
the belle of the balls and picnics, and they got 
u}> tableaux vivants in aid of distressed gov- 
ernesses. I took no notice. I Avent on as w’ildly 
as ijefore, and one of my exploits at the time 
set all the towui talking. I saw her eyes taking 
my measure one evening at the battery com- 
mander’s, but I didn’t go up to her, as though 
I disdained her acquaintance. 1 did go up and 
speak to her at an evening party not long after. 
She scarcely looked at me, and compressed her 
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lips scornfully. *Wait a bit. I'll have my re- 
venge/ thought 1. 1 behaved like an awful fool 
on many occasions at that time, and 1 was con- 
scious of it myself. What made it worse was 
that 1 felt that 'Katenka* was not an innocent 
boarding-school miss, but a person of character, 
proud and really high-principled; above all. 
she had education and intellect, and I had 
neither. You think 1 meant to make her an 
offer? No, I simply wanted to revenge myself, 
because I was such a hero and she didn't seem 
to feel it. 

"Meanwhile, I spent my time in drink and 
riot, till the lieutenant-colonel put me under 
arrest for three days. Just at that time father 
sent me six thousand roubles in return for my 
sending him a deed giving up all c taims upon 
him~settling our accounts, so to speak, and 
saying that 1 wouldn't expect anything more. 
1 didn't understand a word of it at the time. 
Until 1 came here, Alyosha, till the last few 
days, indeed, perhaps even now, I haven't been 
able to make head or tail of my money affairs 
with father. But never mind that, we’ll talk of 
it later. 

"Just as I received the money, I got a letter 
from a friend telling me something that inter- 
ested me immensely. The authorities, I learnt, 
were dissatisfied with our lieutenant-colonel. 
He was suspected of irregularities; in fact, his 
enemies were preparing a surprise for him. 
And then the commander of the division ar- 
rived, and kicked up the devil of a shindy. 
Shortly afterwards he was ordered to retire. I 
won't tell you how it all happened. He had 
enemies certainly. Suddenly there was a 
marked coolness in the town towards him and 
all his family. His friends all turned their backs 
on him. Then I took my first step. I met Agafya 
Ivanovna, with whom I'd always kept up a 
friendship, and said, 'Do you know there’s a 
deficit of 4500 roubles of government money 
in your father's accounts?' 

" 'What do you mean? What makes you say 
so? The general was here not long ago, and 
everything was all right.’ 

“ 'Then it was, but now it isn't/ 

"She was terribly scared. 

" 'Don't frighten me!' she said. 'Who told 
you so?' 

" 'Don't be uneasy,' I said, ‘1 won't tell any- 
one. You know I'm as silent as the tomb. 1 only 
wanted, in view of "possibilities," to add, that 
when they demand that 4500 roubles from your 
father, and he can't prepuce it, he'll be tried, 
and made to serve as a common soldier in his 


old age, unless you like to send me your young 
lady secretly. I've just had money paid me. I'll 
give her four thousand, if you like, and keep 
the secret religiously.' 

" 'Ah, you scoundrel!'— that's what she said. 
‘You wicked scoundrel! How dare you!' 

"She went away furiously indignant, while 
I shouted after her once more that the secret 
should be kept sacred. Those two simple crea- 
tures, Agafya and her aunt, I may as well say 
at once, behaved like perfect angels all through 
this business. They genuinely adored their 
'Katya,' thought her far above them, and wait- 
ed on her, hand and foot. But Agafya told her 
of our conversation. 1 found that out after- 
wards. She didn't keep it back, and of course 
that was all I wanted. 

"Suddenly the new major arrived to take 
command of the battalion. Theold lieutenant- 
colonel was taken ill at once, couldn’t leave 
his room for two days, and didn’t hand over 
the government money. Dr. Kravchenko de- 
clared that he really w^as ill. But 1 knew' for a 
fact, and had known for a long time, that for 
the last four years the money had never been 
in his hands except when the Commander 
made his visits of inspection. He used to lend 
it to a trustworthy person, a merchant of our 
town called Trifonov, an old widow'er, with a 
big beard and gold-rimmed spectacles. He used 
to go to the fair, do a profitable business with 
the money, and return the whole sum to the 
colonel, bringing with it a present from the 
fair, as w^ell as interest on tlie loan. But this 
time (I heard all about it quite by chance from 
Trifonov's son and heir, a drivelling youth 
and one of die most vicious in the world)— this 
lime, 1 say, Trifonov brought nothing back 
from the fair. The lieutenant-colonel flew to 
him. 'I’ve never received any money from you, 
and couldn’t possibly have received any.’ That 
was all the answer he got. So now our lieuten- 
ant-colonel is confined to the house, with a 
towel round his head, while they're all three 
busy putting ice on it. All at once an orderly 
arrives on the scene with the bixik and the 
order to 'hand over the battalion; money im- 
mediately, within two hours.' He signed the 
book (I saw the signature in the book after- 
wards), stood up, saying he would put on his 
uniform, ran to his bedroom, loaded his double- 
barrelled gun with a service bulUt, took the 
boot off his right foot, fixed the gun against 
his chest, and began feeling for the trigger 
with his foot. But Agafya, remembering what 
1 had told her, had her suspicions. She stole up 
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and peeped into tlie room just in time. She 
rushed in, flung herself upon him from be- 
hind, threw her arms round him, and the gun 
went off, hit the ceiling, but hurt no one. The 
others ran in, took away the gun, and held him 
by the arms. I heard all about this afterwards. 
I was at home, it was getting dusk, and 1 was 
just preparing togoout. I had dressed, brushed 
my hair, scented my handkerchief, and taken 
up my cap, when suddenly the door opened, 
and facing me in the room stood Katerina 
Ivanovna. 

“It's strange how things happen sometimes. 
No one had seen her in the street, so that no 
one knew of it in the town. I lodged with two 
decrepit old ladies, who looked after me. They 
were most obliging old things, ready to do any- 
thing for me, and at my request were as silent 
afterwards as two cast-iron ]W)sts. Of cf»urse I 
grasped the position at once. She walked in 
and looked straight at me, her dark eyes deter- 
mined, even defiant, but on her lips and round 
her mouth 1 saw uncertainty. 

“ ‘My sister told me,' she began, ‘that you 
would give me 4^- a) ouhles if 1 came to you 
for it— myself. I have (ome . . . give me the 
money!' 

“She couldn't keep it up. She was breathless, 
frightened, her voice failed her, and the cor- 
ners of her mouth and the lines round it quiv- 
ered. Alyosha, are you listening, or arc you 
asleep?" 

“Mitya, I know you will tell the whole truth,” 
said Alyosha in agitation, 

“I am telling it. It 1 tell the whole truth just 
as it happened 1 shan’t spare myself. My first 
idea was a— Karamazov one. Once I was bitten 
by a centipede, brother, and laid up a fort- 
night with fever from it. Well,l felt a centipede 
biting at my heart then- a noxious insect, you 
understand? I looked her up anddown. You've 
seen her? She’s a beauty. Tint she was beautiful 
in anoihcT way then. At that moment she was 
beautiful because she was noble, and I was a 
scoundrel; she in all the grandeur of her gen- 
erosity and sacrific e forlier father, and 1— abug! 
And, scoundrel as I was, she was alic^gether at 
my mercy, body and soul. She was hemmed in. 
I tell you frankly, that thought, that venomous 
thought, so possessed my heart that it almost 
swooned w'ith suspense. It seemed as il there 
could be no resisting it; as though I should act 
like a bug, like a venomous spider, without a 
spark of pity. I could scarcely breathe. Under- 
stand, I should have gone next day to ask for 
her hand, so that it might end honourably, so 


to speak, and that nobody would or could 
know. For though I’m a man of base desires. 
I'm honest. And at that very second some voice 
seemed to whisper in my ear, ‘But when you 
come to-morrow to make your proposal, that 
girl won't even see you; she'll order her coach- 
man to kick you out of the yard. “Publish it 
through all the town,” she w^ould say, “I'm not 
afraid of you.” * I looked at the young lady, 
my voice had not deceived me. That is how it 
would be, not a doubt of it. I could see from 
her face now lhat I should be turned out of 
the house. My spite w^as roused. I longed to 
play her the nastiest swinish cad's trick: to look 
at her with a sneer, and on the spot where she 
stood before me to stun her with a tone of 
voice that only a shopman could use. 

“ ‘Four thousandl What do you mean? I was 
joking. You've been counting your chickens 
too easily, madam. Two hundred, if you like, 
with all my heart. But tour thousand is not a 
sum to throw away on such frivolity. You’ve 
put yourself out to no purpose.' 

“I should have lost the game, of course She'd 
have run away. Hut it would have been an in- 
fernal revenge. It would have been worth it 
all. I'd have howled with regret all the rest of 
my life, only to have played that trick. Would 
you believe it, it has never happened to me 
with any other tvoman, not one, to look at her 
at such a moment with hatred. But, on my 
oath, I looked at her for three seconds, or five 
perhaps, with fearful hatred— that hate which 
is only a hair’s-brcacUh from love, from the 
madde.st love! 

“I went to the window, put my forehead 
against the frozen pane, and I remember the 
ice burnt my forehead like fire. I did not keep 
her long, don't be afraid. I turned round, went 
up to the table, opened the drawer and took 
out a banknote for five thousand roubles (it was 
lying in a French dictionary). Then I showed 
it her in silence, folded it, handed it to her, 
opened the doorintothe passage, and. stepping 
back, made her a deep benv, a most respectful, 
a most impressive bow, believe me! She shud- 
dered all over, gazed at me for a second, turned 
horribly pale— white as a sheet, in fact— and all 
at once, not iiiipetuoiisly but softly, gently, 
bowed down to my feet— not a board in g-.school 
curtsey, but a Russian bow, with her forehead 
to the floor. She jumped up and ran away. I 
w»as wearing my sword. I drew it and nearly 
stabbed myself with it on thespot; why. I don't 
know. It would have been frightfully stupid, 
of course. I suppose it was from delight. Can 
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you understand that one might kill oneself 
from delight? But I didn't stab myself. I only 
kissed my sword and put it back in the scab- 
bard— which there was no need to have told 
you, by the way. And I fancy that in telling 
you about my inner conflict I have laid it on 
rather thick to glorify myself. But let it pass, 
and to hell with all who pry into the human 
heart! Well, so much for that ‘adventure’ with 
Katerina Ivanovna. So now Ivan know's of it, 
and you— no one else.” 

Dmitri got up, t(x>k a step or two in his ex- 
citement, pulled out his handkerchief and 
mopped his forehead, then sat down again, not 
in the same place as before, but on the opposite 
side, so that Alyosha had to turn quite round 
to face him. 

Chapter 5. The Confession of a Pas- 
sionate Heart— “Heels Up“ 

"Now,” said Alyosha, “I understand the first 
half.” 

“You understand the first half. That half is 
a drama, and it was played out there. I'he 
second half is a tragedy, and it is being acted 
here.” 

“And I understand nothing of that second 
half so far,” said Alyosha. 

“And I? Do you suppose I understand it?” 

“Stop, Dmitri. There's one important ques- 
tion. Tell me, you were betrothed, you are be; 
trothed still?” 

“We weren't betrothed at once, not for three 
months after that adventure. The next day I 
told myself that the incident was closed, con- 
cluded, that there would be no sequel. It 
seemed to me caddish to make her an offer. On 
her side she gave no sign of life for the .six 
weeks that she remained in the town; except, 
indeed, for one action. The day after her visit 
the maid-servant slipped round with an en- 
velope addressed to me. 1 tore it open; it con- 
tained the change out of the banknote. Only 
four thousand five hundred roubles was needed, 
but there was a discount of about two hun- 
dred on changing it. Site oidy sent me about 
two hundred and sixty. 1 don’t remember 
exactly, but not a note, not a word of esplana- 
tion. I searched the packet for a pencil mark— 
n-nothing! Well, 1 .spent the rest of ilic money 
on such an orgy that the new major wasobliged 
to reprimand me. 

“Well, the lieutenant-colonel produced the 
battalion money, to the astonishment of every- 
one, for nobody believed that he had the money 
untouched. He’d no .sooner paid it than he fell 


ill, took to his bed, and, three weeks later, sof- 
tening of the brain set in, and he died five days 
afterwards. He w^as buried with military hon- 
ours, for he had not had time to receive his 
discharge. "JVn days after his funeral, Katerina 
Ivanovna, with her aunt and si.ster, went to 
Mcxscow. And, behold, on the very day they 
went away (1 hadn’t seen them, didn’t see 
them off or take leave) I received a tiny note, a 
sheet of thin blue paper, and on it only one 
line in pencil; ‘I will wTite to you. Wait. K.' 
And that was all. 

“I’ll explain the rest now, in two words. In 
Moscow their fortunes changed with the swift- 
ness of lighning and the unexpectedness of an 
Arabian fairy-tale. That general’s widow, their 
nearest relation, suddenly lost the two nieces 
who w’ere her heiresses and next-of-kin— both 
died in the same week of small pox. The old 
lady, prostrated with grief, welcomed Katya 
as a daughter, as her one hope, clutched at her, 
altered her will in Katya’s favour. But that con- 
cerned the future. Meanw'hilc she gave her, 
for present use, eighty thousand roubles, as a 
marriage portion, to do what she liked with. 
She was an hysterical woman. I saw something 
of her in Moscow, later. 

“Well, suddenly 1 received by post four thou- 
sand five hundred roubles. 1 was speechless 
with surprise, as you may suppose, rhree days 
later came the promised letter. 1 have it with 
me now. You must read it. .She«<)fters to be my 
wife, offers herself to me. ‘I love you madly,' 
she says, ‘even if you don’t love me, never 
mind. Be my husband. Don’t be afraid. I won’t 
hamper you in any way. I will be your chattel. 
I will be the carpel under your leet. I want to 
love you for ever, I want to save you from your- 
self.' Alyosha, 1 am not worthy to repeat tliose 
lines in my vulgar words and in my vulgar tone, 
my everlastingly vulgar tone, that 1 can never 
cure myself of. That letter stabs me even now. 
Do you think I don’t mind— that 1 don’t mind 
still? I wrote her an answer at once, as it was 
impossible for me to go to Moscow. I wrote to 
her with tears. One thing I shall be ashamed 
of for ever. I referred to her being rich and 
having a dowry while I was only a stuck-up 
beggarl 1 mentioned money! 1 ought to have 
borne it in silence, but it slipped from my pen. 
Hien 1 wrote at once to Ivan, and told him 
all 1 could about it in a letter of six pages, and 
sent him to her. Why do you look like that? 
Why are you staring at me? Yes, Ivan fell in 
love with her; he’s in love with her still. I know 
that. I did a stupid thing, in the world’s opin- 
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ion; but perhaps that one stupid thing may be 
the saving of us all now. Oo! Don’t you see 
what a lot she thinks of Ivan, how she respects 
him? When she compares us, do you suppose 
she can love a man like me, especially after all 
that has happened here?’* 

“But I’m convinced that she does love a man 
like you, and not a man like him.” 

“She loves her ow'n virtue, not me.” The 
wwds broke involuntarily, and almost malig- 
nantly, from Dmitri. He laughed, but a minute 
later his eyes gleamed, he Hushed crimson and 
struck the table violently with his fist. 

“I swear, Alyosha,” he cried, with intense 
and genuine anger athimsclf; “you may not be- 
lieve me, but as God is holy, and as Christ is 
God. I swear that though I smiled at her lofty 
sentiments just now, I know' that I am a mil- 
lion times baser in soul than she, and that these 
lofty sentiments of hers are as sincere as a 
heavenly angel’s. That’s the tragedy of it— that 
1 know' that for certain. What if anyone does 
show' off a bit? Don’t 1 do it myself? And yet 
I’m sincere, I’m sincere. As for Ivan, I can un- 
derstand how he inus. be cursing natuie now'— 
w'ith his intellect, too! I'o see the preference 
given— to whom, to w'hat? To a monster who, 
though he is betrothed and all eyesarc fixc*d on 
him, lan’t restrain his debaiuhcries— and be- 
fore fhe very eyes of liis betrothed! And a man 
like me is preferred, while he is rejected. And 
w’hv? Because a girl w'ains to .sacrifice her life 
and destiny out of gratitude. It’s ridiculous! 
I’ve never said a w'ord of this to Ivan, and Ivan 
of course has ncvcT dropped a hint of the sort 
tf> me. But destiny will be actomplished, and 
the best man w'ill hold his ground while the 
undeserving one will vanish into his back- 
alley for ever— his filthy back-alley, his bclovc'd 
b.'ick-alley, where he is at home and where he 
will sink in filth and stench at his own free will 
and with enjoyment. I’ve been talking foolish- 
ly. I've no w'ords left. I used lliem at random, 
but it will be as I have said. I shall drown in 
the back-alley, and she will mairy Ivan.” 

“Stop, Dmitri.” Alyosha interrupted again 
with great anxiety. “I’here’s one thing you 
haven’t made clear yet: you arc .still betrothed 
all the same, aren’t you? How can you break 
off the engagement if she, your betrothed, 
doesn’t want to?” 

“Yes, formally and solemnly betrothed. It 
was all done on my arrival in Mo.scow', with 
great ceremony, w'ith ikons, all in fine style. 
The general’s wife bles.sed us, and— would you 
believe it?— congratulated Katya. ‘You’ve made 


a good choice,’ she said, ‘I .see right through 
him.’ And— would you believe it?— she didn’t 
like Ivan, and hardly greeted him. I had a lot 
of talk with Katya in Moscow. I told her about 
myself— sincerely, honourably. She listened to 
everything. 

There tens sweet confusion. 

There were tender words. 

Though there were proud words, too. She 
wrung out of me a mighty promise to reform. I 
gave my promise, and here ” 

“What?” 

“Why, 1 called to you and brought you out 
here to-day, this very day— remember it— to 
send you— this very day again— to Katerina 
Ivanovna, and ” 

“What?” 

“To tell her that I shall never come to see 
her again. Say, ‘He sends you his compli- 
ment.s.’ ” 

“But is that possible?” 

“That’s just the reason I’m sending you, in 
my place, because it's impossible. And, how 
could 1 tell her myself?” 

“And where aie you going?” 

“To the back-alley.” 

“To Grushenka. then!” .\lyosha exclaimed 
mournfully, clasping his hamls. “Can Rakiiin 
really have lold the truth? 1 thought that you 
had just visited her, and that was all.” 

“(!an a betrothed man pay such visits? Is 
such a thing possible ami with such a be- 
trothed. and before the eyes of all the world? 
Confound it, 1 have some honour! .\s soon as 
I began visiting Grushenka, I ceased lo be be- 
trothed, and to be an honest man. I understand 
that. Why do you look at me? You .sec, I went 
in the first plate to beat her. I had heard, and 
I know for a fart nr)w, that that captain, 
faihcr’s agent, had given Grushenka an l.O.U. 
of mine for her to sue me for payment , so as 
lo put an end lo me. I'hey wanted to scare me. 
I went to beat her. I had had a glimpse of her 
before. She doesn’t strike one at first sight. I 
knew about her old merchant, who’s lying ill 
no\\\ paralysed: but he's leaving her a decent 
little .sum. 1 knew, too, that she w'as fond of 
money, that she hoarded it, and lent it at a 
wi I cd rale of interest, that she’s a merciless 
cheat and swindler. I w'cnt to beat her, and 1 
stayed. The stonn broke— it struck me down 
like the plague. I'm plague-stricken still, and 
I know that everything is over, that there will 
never be anything meue for me. The cycle of 
the ages is accomplished. That’s my position. 
And though I’m a beggar, as fate would have 
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it, I had three thousand just then in my pocket. 
I drove with Griishenka to Mokroe, a place 
twenty-five versts from here. I got gypsies there 
and champagne and made all the peasants 
there drunk on it, and all the women and girls. 
I sent the thousands flying. In three days' time 
I was stripped bare, but a hero. Do you sup- 
pose the hero had gained his end? Not a sign 
of it from her. I tell you that rogue, Grushenka, 
has a supple curve all over her body. You can 
see it in her little foot, even in her little toe. 
I saw it, and kissed it, but that was all, I swear! 
I'll marry you if you like,' she said, 'you’re a 
beggar, you know. Say that you won’t beat me, 
and will let me do anything I choose, and per- 
haps I w'ill marry you.* She laughed, and she’s 
laughing still!” 

Dmitri leapt up with a sort of fury. He 
seemed all at once as though he were drunk. 
His eyes became suddenly bloodshot. 

“And do you really mean to marry her?” 

“At once, if she will. And if she won’t, I shall 
stay all the same. I'll be the porter at her gate. 
Alyosha!” he cried. He stopped short before 
him, and taking him by the shoulders began 
shaking him violently. “Do you know, you in- 
nocent boy, that this is all delirium, senseless 
delirium, for there’s a tragedy here. Let me tell 
you, Alexey, that I may be a low man, with low 
and degraded passions, but a thief and a pick- 
pocket Dmitri Karamazov never can be. Well, 
then; let me tell you that I am a thief and a 
pickpocket. That very morning, just before I 
went to beat Grushenka, Katerina Ivanovna 
sent for me, and in strict secrecy (why I don’t 
know, I suppose she had some reason) asked 
me to go U) the thief town of the province and 
to post three thousand roubles to Agafya Iva- 
novna in Moscow, so that nothing should be 
known of it in the town here. So I had that 
three thousand roubles in my pocket when I 
went to see Grushenka, and it was that money 
we spent at Mokroe. Afterwards I pretended 1 
had been to the town, but did not show her 
the post office receipt. I said I hatl sent the 
money and would bring the receipt, and so far 
I haven't brought it. I've forgotten it. Now 
what do you think you're going to her tf>-day 
to say? ‘He sends his compliments,’ and she’ll 
ask you, ‘What about the money?’ You might 
still have said to her, ‘He's a degraded sensual- 
ist, and a low creature, with uncontrolled pas- 
sions. He didn’t send your money then, but 
wasted it, because, like a low brute, he couldn't 
control himself.' But still you might have 
added, ‘He isn’t a thief though. Here is your 


three thousand; he sends it back. Send it your- 
self to Agafya Ivanovna. But he told me to say 
“he sends his compliments.” ' But, as it is, she 
will ask, ‘But where is the money?' ” 

“Mitya, you are unhappy, yes! But not as 
unhappy as you think. Don't worry yourself to 
death with despair.” 

“What, do you suppose I'd shoot myself be- 
cause I can't get three thousand to pay back? 
That’s just it. I shan't shoot myself. I haven't 
the strength now. Afterwards, perhaps. But now 
I'm going to Grushenka. I don’t care what hap- 
pens.” 

“And what then?” 

“I’ll be her husband if she deigns to have 
me. and when lovers come. I’ll go into the next 
room. I'll clean her friends' goloshes, blow up 
their samovar, run their crranils.” 

“Katerina Ivanovna will understand it all,” 
Alyosha said solemnly. “She'll understand how 
great this trouble is and will forgive. She has 
a lofty mind, and no one could be more un- 
happy than you. She’ll see that for herself.” 

“She won’t forgive everything,” sai<l Dmitri, 
with a grin. “There's something in it, brother, 
that no woman could forgive. Do you know 
what would be the best thing to do?” 

“What?” 

“Pay back the three thousand.” 

“W^here can we get it from? I say, I have two 
thousand. Ivan will give you another thousand 
—that makes three. Take it and piiy it back.” 

“And when would you get it, your three 
thousand? You’re not of age, besides, and you 
must- you absolutely must— lake my farewell 
to her to-day, with the money or without it, for 
I can’t drag on any longer, things have come 
to such a pass. To-morrow is too late. I shall 
send you to father.” 

“To father?” 

“Yes, to father first. Ask him for three thou- 
sand.” 

“But, Mitya, he won't give it.” 

“.\s though he would! I know he won’t. Do 
you know the meaning of despair, Alexey?” 

“Yes.” 

“Listen. Legally he owes me nothing. I've 
bad it all from him, I know that. But morally 
he owes me something, doesn’t he? You know 
he started with twenty-eight thouland of my 
mother’s money and made a hundrcil thousand 
with it. Let him give me back only three out 
of the twenty-eight thousand, and he'll draw 
my soul out of hell, and it will atone for many 
of his sins. For that three thousand— I give you 
my solemn word—I’ll make an end of every- 



The Sensualists 


thing, and he shall hear nothing more of me. 
For the last time I give him the chance to be 
a father. "Fell him God Himself sends him this 
chance." 

"Mitya, he won't give it for anything." 

"I know he won’t. I know it perfectly well. 
Now, especially. That’s not all. 1 know some- 
thing more. Now, only a few days ago, perhaps 
only yesterday he found out for the first time 
in earnest (underline in earnest) that Gru- 
.shenka is really perhaps not joking, and really 
means to mairy me. He knows her nature; he 
knows the cat. And do you suppose he’s going 
to give rne money to help to bring that about 
when he’s crazy about her himself? And that’s 
not all, cither. I can tell you more than that. 
I know that for the last five days he has had 
three thousand drawn out of the bank, changed 
into notes of a hundred roubles, packed into a 
large envelope, sealed with five seals, and tied 
across with red tape. You see how well I know 
all about itl On the envelope is written: ‘To 
my angel, Grushenka, when she will come to 
me.' He scrawled it himself in silence and in 
secret, and no < ne \iiows that the money’s 
there except the valet. Smerdyakov, whom he 
trusts like himself. So now he has been expect- 
ing Grushenka for the last three or four days; 
he hopes she’ll come for the money. He has 
sent her woid of it. and she has sent him word 
that perhaps she’ll come. And if she does go 
to the old man, tan I marry her after that? You 
understand now why I'm here in secret and 
what Fm on the watch for." 

"For her?" 

"Yes, for her. Foma has a room in the house 
of these sluts here. Foma comes from our parts; 
he was a soldier in our regiment. He does jobs 
for them. He's watchman at night and goes 
grouse-shcH>ting in the day-time; and that’s 
how he lives. I’ve establislied myself in his 
room. Neither he nor the women of the house 
know the secret— that is, that I am on the 
watch here." 

"No one but Smerdyakov knows, then?" 

"No one else. He will let me know if she 
goes to the old man." 

. "It was he told you about the money, then?" 

"Yes. It’s a dead secret. Even Ivan doesn’t 
know about the money, or anything. The old 
man is sending Ivan to Tchermashnya on a 
two or three days’ journey. A purchaser has 
tuincd up for the copse: he’ll give eight thou- 
sand for the timber. So the old man keeps ask- 
ing Ivan to help him by going to arrange it. It 
will take him two or three days. That’s what 
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the old man wants, so that Grushenka can 
come while he’s away." 

"Then he’s expecting Grushenka to-day?" 

"No, she w'on't tome to-d.ay; there are signs. 
She’s certain not to come," cried Mitya sud- 
denly. "Smerdyakov thinks so, too. Father's 
drinking now. He’s sitting at table with Ivan. 
Go to him, Alyf)sha, and ask for the three thou- 
sand." 

"Mitya, dear, what’s the matter with you?" 
cried Alyosha, jumping up from his place, and 
looking keenly at his brother’s frenzied face. 
For one moment the thought struck him that 
Dmitri was mad. 

"What is it? I’m not insane," said Dmitri, 
looking intently and earnestly at him. "No 
fear. lam sending you to father, and I know 
what I’m saying. I believe in miracles." 

"In miracles?" 

"In a miracle of Divine Providence. God 
knows my heart. He sees my despair. He secs 
the whole picture. Surely He won’t let some- 
thing awful happen. Alyosha,! believe in mira- 
cles. Go!" 

"I am going. Tell me, will you wait for me 
here?" 

"Yes. I know it will take some time. You 
can’t go at him point blank. He’s drunk now. 
I’ll wait three hours— four, five, six, seven. On- 
ly rememberyou must go to Katerina Ivanovna 
to-day, if it has to be at midnight, with the 
money or without the money, and say, 'He 
sends his compliments to you.' I want you to 
say that verse to her: 'He sends his compli- 
ments to you.’ ’’ 

"Mitya! And what if Grushenka conies to- 
day— if not to-day, to-morrow, or the next day?" 

"Grushenka? I shall see her. I shall rush out 
and prevent it.’’ 

"And if ?" 

"If there's an if, it will be murder. I couldn’t 
endure it.’’ 

"Who will be murdered?" 

"The old man. I shan’t kill her.” 

"Brother, what arc you .saying?" 

"Oh, I don’t know. ... I don’t know. Per- 
haps I shan’t kill, and perhaps I shall. Fm 
afraid that he will suddenly become so loath- 
some to me with his face at that moment. I 
hate his ugly throat, his nose, his eyes, his 
shameless snigger. I feel a physical repulsion. 
That’s what I'm afraid of. That’s what may be 
too miidi for me." 

"I’ll go, Mitya. I believe that God will order 
things for tlie best, that notliing awful may 
happen." 
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“And I will sit and wait for the miracle. And 
if it doesn’t come to pass ” 

Alyosha went thoughtfully towards his £a> 
ther’s house. 

Chapter 6. Smerdyakov 
He did in fact find his father still at table. 
Though there was a dining-room in the house, 
the table was laid as usual in the drawing- 
room, which was the largest room, and fur- 
nished w'ith old-fashioned ostentation. The 
furniture was white and very old, upholstered 
in old. red, silky material. In the spaces be- 
tween the window's there were mirrors in elab- 
orate white and gilt frames, of old-fashioned 
carving. On the walls, covered w'ith white pa- 
per, which was torn in many places, there hung 
tw^o large portraits— dne of some prince who 
had been governor of the district thirty years 
before, and the other of some bishop, also long 
since dead. In the corner opposite the door 
there were several ikons, before wdiich a lamp 
was lighted at nightfall . . . not so much for de- 
votional purposes as to light the room. Fyodor 
Pavlovilch used to go to bed very late, at three 
or four o’clock in the morning, and would wan- 
der about the room at night or sit in an arm- 
chair, thinking. This had become a habit with 
him. He often slept <]uite alone in the house, 
sending his servants to the lodge: but usually 
Smerdyakov remained, sleeping on a bench in 
the hall. 

When Alyosha came in, dinner wasover, but 
coffee and preserves had been served. Fyodor 
Pavlovitch liked sw'cet things with brandy after 
dinner. Ivan was also at table,, sipping coffee. 
7'he servants, Grigory and Smerdyakov, were 
standing by. Both the gentlemen and the serv- 
ants seemed in singularly good spirits. Fyodor 
Pavlovitch was roaring with laughter. Bclore 
he entered the room, Alyosha heard the shrill 
laugh he knew so w-ell, and could tell from the 
sound of it that his lather had only readied 
tlie good-humoured stage, and was far from be- 
ing completely drunk. 

“Here he is! Here he is!” yelled Fyodor Pav- 
lovitch, highly delighted at seeing .Alyosha. 
“Join us. Sit down. Coffee is a lenten disli, but 
it’s hot and good. I don’t offer you brandy, 
you’re keeping the fast. But w'ould you like 
some? No; I’d better give you some of our fa- 
mous liqueur. Smerdyakov, go to thecupboard, 
the second shelf on the right. Here are the 
keys. LfK)k sharp!’’ 

Alyosha began refusing the liqueur. 

“Never mind. If you won’t have it, we will,” 


said Fyodor Pavlovitch, beaming. “But stay- 
have you dined?” 

“Yes,” answered Alyosha, who had in truth 
only eaten a piece of bread and drunk a glass 
of kvass in the Father Superior’s kitchen. 
“Though I should be pleased to have some hot 
coffee.” 

“Bravo, my darling! He’ll have some coffee. 
Does it w'ant warming? No, it’s boiling. It’s 
capital coff ee: Smerdyakov’s making. My Smer- 
dyakov’s an artist at coffee and at fish patties, 
and at fish soup, too. You must come one day 
and have some fish soup, l.et me kmnv before- 
hand. . . . But, stay: didn’t 1 tell you this morn- 
ing to come home with your mattress and pil- 
low' and all? Have you brought your mattress? 
He he he!” 

“No, I haven’t.” said Alyosha, smiling, too. 

“Ah, but y<ni w'ere frightened, you w^ere 
frightened this morning, w'eren’t you? There, 
my darling, I couldn’t do anything to vck you. 
Do you know', Ivan, I can’t resist the way he 
looks one straight in th<' fate and laughs? It 
makes me laugh all over. I’m so fond ol him. 
Alyosha, let megive you rny blessing— a father's 
blessing.” 

Alyosha rose, but Fyodor Pavlovitch had al- 
ready changed his mind. 

“No, no,” he said. “I’ll just make the sign of 
the cross over you, for now. Sit still. Now* we’ve 
a treat for you. in )our own line, too. It’ll 
make you laugh. Balaam’s ass h^s begun talk- 
ing to us here— and how he talks! How' he 
talks!” 

Balaam’s ass, it ayjpcared, was the valet, 
Smerdyakov. He w'as a young man of about 
four and twenty, rematkably unsociable and 
taciturn. Not that he was shy or bashful. On 
the contraiy, he was conceited and seemed to 
despise evervbody. 

But w'e must pause to say a few' words abc:>ut 
him now. He was brought up by Grigory and 
Marfa, but the boy grew up “with no sense of 
gratitude.” as Grigory expressed it: he w'as an 
unfriendly boy, and sc'emcd to look at the 
world mistrustfulh. In his chilclhocKl he was 
very fond of hanging cats, and burying them 
witli great ceiemony. I le used to dress up in a 
sheet as thc^ugh it wcie a sur|)li(e, and sang, 
and waved some object over the dead cat as 
though it were a censer. All tins he did on the 
sly, with the greatest secrecy. Grigory caught 
him once at this diversion and gave him a 
sound beating. He shrank info a corner and 
sulked there for a week. “He doesn’t care for 
you or me, the monster,” Grigory u.sed to say 
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to Marfa, “and he doesn’t care for anyone. Are He read a little but didn't like it. He did not 


you a human being?” he said, addressing the 
boy directly. “You’re not a human being. You 
grew from the mildew in the bath-house. That’s 
w^hat you are,” Smerdyakov, it appeared after- 
wards, coidd never forgive him those words. 
Grigory taught him to read and wTite, and 
when he was twelve years old, began teaching 
him the Scriplures. But this teaching came to 
nothing. At the second or third lesson the boy 
suddenly grinned. 

“What’s that for?” asked Grigory, looking at 
him threateningly from uiuler his spectacles. 

“Oil, nothing. God created light on the first 
day, and tlie sun, moon. and stars on the fourth 
day. Where did the light come from on the 
first day?” 

Grigory was thunderstruck. The boy looked 
sarcastically at his teacher. 'There was some- 
thing positively condescending in his expres- 
sion. (irigory could not restrain himself. “I'll 
show you whercl” he cried, and gave the boy 
a violent slap on the cheek. The boy took the 
slap w'irhout a word, but withdrew into his 
corner again for some days. A wet‘k later he 
had his first attack ol the disease to which he 
was subject all the rest of his liie-e])ilepsy. 
When Fyodor Pavlovitch heard of it. his atti- 
lude to the boy seemed changed at once. I’ill 
then he had taken no notice of him, though he 
never scolded him, and always gave him a co- 
[)Cck when he met him. Sometimes, when he 
W'as in good humour, he would send the boy 
something sweet Ironi his table. But as .scjon as 
he heard of his illness, he showed an active in- 
terest in him, sent for a doctor, and tried reme- 
dies, but the disease turned out tobe incurable. 
I'he fits occuircd.oii an a\eragc,on(ca month, 
but at various iniciNals. 1 lie fits varied loo, in 
\iolence: .some were light and some wctc very 
severe. Fyodor Pavlovitcli strictly lorbadeGrig- 
ory to use corporal punishment to the boy, 
and began allowing him to come upstairs to 
him. He forbade him to be taught an\ thing 
whatever for a time, too. One clav when the 
boy w'as about fifteen, Fyodor Pavlovitch no- 
ticed him lingering by the bookcase, and read- 
ing the titles through the glass. Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch had a fair number of books— over a hun- 
dred—but no one ever saw' him reading. He at 
once gave Smei*dyakov the key of the bookcase. 
“Come, read. You shall be my librarian. You’ll 
be better silting reading than hanging about 
the courtyard. Come, read this,” and Fyodor 
Pavlovitch gave him Kxfcttin^s in a Cottage 
near Dikanka. 


once .smile, and ended by frowning. 

“Why? Isn’t it funny?” asked Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch. Smerdyakov did not speak. 

“Answer, stupid!” 

“It’s all untrue,” mumbled the boy, with a 
grin. 

“'Then go to the devil! You have the soul 
of a lackey. Stay, here’s Smaragdov’s Univenal 
History. 7'hat's all true. Read that.” 

But Smerdyakov did not get through ten 
pages of Smaragdov. He thought it dull. So 
the bookcase was closed again. 

Shortly afterwards Marla and Grigory' re- 
ported to Fyodor Pavlovitch that Smerdyakov 
w’as gradually beginning to show an extraordi- 
nary fastidiousness. He w'ould sit before his 
soup, take up his spoon and look into the soup, 
bend over it, examine it, take a spocjnful and 
hold it to the light. 

“What is it? A beetle?” Grigory w'ould ask. 

“.A fly, perhaps;” observed Marfa. 

'The sciueamish youth never answ'ered, but 
he did the same with his bread, his meat, and 
everything he ate. He would hold a piece on 
his fork to the light, scrutinise it microscopic al- 
ly, and only after long deliberation decide to 
put it in his mouth. 

“Ach! What fine gentlemen’s airs!” Grigory 
muttered, looking at him. 

When Fvodor Pavlovitch heard of this de- 
velopment in Smerdyakov he determined to 
make him his cook, and sent him to Moscow’ to 
be trained. He spent some years there and 
came back remarkably changed in appearance. 
He looked exiraoidinarily old for his age. His 
face had grow n wiinkled. yellow’, and strange- 
ly emasculate. In cluiracter he seemed almost 
exactly the same as lieforc he w’cnt away. He 
was just as unsociable, and show’cd not the 
slightest inclination for any companionship. 
In Moscow', loo, as we heard afterwards, he 
had always been silent. Moscow itself had little 
interest for him: he saw veiT little there, and 
took scarcely any notice of anything. He went 
once to the theatre, but returned silent and 
displeased w iih it. On the other hand, he came 
back to us from Moscow well dressed, in a 
cF Ml coat and dean linen. He brushed his 
clothes most scrupulously twice a day invaria- 
bly, and was very fond of cleaning his smart 
calf boots w ith a special English polish, so that 
they shone like mirrors. He turned out a first- 
rate ccjok. Fyodor Pavlovitch paid him a salary, 
almost the whole of which Smerdyakov spent 
on clothes, pomade, perfumes, and such things. 
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But he seemed to have as much contempt for 
the female sex as for men; he was discreet, al- 
most unapproachable, with them. Fyodor Pav- 
lovitch began to regard him rather differently. 
His fits were becoming more frequent, and on 
the days he was ill Marfa cooked, which did 
not suit Fyodor Pavlovitch at all. 

“Why are your fits getting worse?** asked 
Fyodor Pavlovitch, looking askance at his new 
cook. “Would you like to get married? Shall I 
find you a wife?" 

But Smerdyakov turned pale with anger, and 
made no reply. Fyodor Pavlovitch left him with 
an impatient gesture. The great thing was that 
he had absolute confidence in his honesty. It 
happened once, when Fyodor Pavlovitch was 
drunk, that he dropped in the muddy court- 
yard three hundred-rouble notes which he had 
only just received. He only missed them next 
day, and was just hastening to search his pock- 
ets when he saw the notes lying on the table. 
Where had they come from? Smerdyakov had 
picked them up and brought them in the day 
before. 

“Well, my lad, l*ve never met anyone like 
you," Fyodor Pavlovitch said shortly, and gave 
him ten roubles. We may add that he not only 
believed in his honesty, but had, for some rea- 
son, a liking for him, although the young man 
looked as morosely at him as at everyone and 
was always silent. He rarely spoke. If it had 
occurred to anyone to wonder at the time what 
the young man was interested in, and what was 
in his mind, it would have been impossible to 
tell by looking at him. Yet Lie used sometimes 
to stop suddenly in the house, or even in the 
yard or street, and would stand still for ten 
minutes, lost in thought. A physiognomist 
studying his face would have said that there 
was no thought in it, no reflection, but only a 
sort of contemplation. There is a remarkable 
picture by the painter Kramskoy, called “Con- 
templation." There is a forest in winter, and 
on a roadway through the forest, in absolute 
solitude, stands a peasant in a torn kalian and 
bark shoes. He stands, as it were, lost in 
thought. Yet he is not thinking; he is “contem- 
plating.** If anyone touched him he would start 
and look at one as though awakening and be- 
wildered. It's true he would come to himself 
immediately; but if he were asked what he had 
been thinking about, he would remember noth- 
ing. Yet probably he has, hidden within him- 
self, the impression which had dominated him 
during the period of contemplation. Those 
impressions are dear to him and no doubt he 


hoards them imperceptibly, and even uncon- 
sciously. How and why, of course, he does not 
know^ either. He may suddenly, after hoarding 
impressions for many years, abandon every- 
thing and go off to Jerusalem on a pilgrimage 
for his soul's salvation, or perhaps he will sud- 
denly set fire to his native village, and perhaps 
do both. There are a good many “contempla- 
tives" among the peasantry. Well, Smerdyakov 
was probably one of them, and he probably 
was greedily lioardinguphis impressions, hard- 
ly knowing why. 

Chapter 7. The Controversy 
But Balaam’s ass had suddenly spoken. The 
subject was a strange one. Grigory had gone in 
the morning to make purchases, and had heard 
from the shopkeeper Lukyanov the story of a 
Russian soldier which had appeared in the 
newspaper of that day. This soldier had been 
taken prisoner in some remote part of Asia, 
and was threatened with an immediate agonis- 
ing death if he did not lenounce Christianity 
and follow Islam. He refused to deny his faith, 
and was tortured, flayed alive, and died, prais- 
ing and glorifying Christ. Grigory had related 
the story at table. Fyodor Pavlovitch always 
liked, over the dessert alter dinner, to laugh 
and talk, if only with Grigory. This afternoon 
he was in a particularly good-humoured and 
expansive mood. Sipping his brandy and lis- 
tening to the story, he observed that they ought 
to make a saint of a soldier like that, and to 
take his skin to .some monastery. “I'hat would 
make the people flock, and bring the money 
in.** 

Grigory frowned, seeing that P'yodor Pavlo- 
vitch was by no means tout lied, but, as usual, 
was beginning to scofl. At that moment Snier- 
dyakov, who was standing by the door, smiled. 
Smerdyakov often waited at table towards the 
end of dinner, and since Ivan’s arrival in our 
town he had done so every day. 

“What are you grinning at?*' asked Fyodor 
Pavlovitch, catching the smile instantly, and 
knowing that it referred to Grigory. 

“Well, my opinion is," Smerdyakov began 
suddenly and unexpectedly in a loud voice, 
*‘that if that laudable soldier's cHploit was so 
very great there would have been, to my think- 
ing, no sin in it if he had on such ah emergency 
renounced, so to speak, the name of Christ and 
his own christening, to save by that same his 
life, for good deeds, by which, in the course of 
yeaiG to expiate his cowardice.** 

“Plow could it not be a sin? You’re talking 
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nonsense. For that you’ll go straight to hell and 
be roasted there like mutton/’ put in Fyodor 
Pavlovitch. 

It was at this point that Alyosha came in, 
and Fyodor Pavlovitch. as we have seen, was 
highly delighted at his appearance. 

“We’re on your subject, your subject,” he 
chuckled gleefully, making Alyosha sit down 
to listen. 

“As for mutton, that’s not so, and there’ll 
be nothing there for this, and there shouldn’t 
be either, if it's according to justice,” Smerdya- 
kov maintained stoutly. 

“How do you mean ’according to justice*?” 
Fyodor Pavlovitch cried still more gaily, nudg- 
ing Alyosha with his knee. 

“He’s a rascal, that’s what he is!” burst from 
Grigory. He looked Smerdyakov wrathfully in 
the face. 

“As for being a rascal, wait a little, Grigory 
Vassilyevitch,” answered Smerdyakov with per- 
fect compcjsure. “You’d belter consider your- 
self that, once I am taken prisoner by the ene- 
mies of the Christian race, and they demand 
from me to curse the n.iine of God and to re- 
nounce my holy christening,! am tully entitled 
to act by my own reason, since there would be 
no sin in it.” 

“Hut you’ve said that before. Don’t waste 
words. Prove it,” cried Fyodor Pavlovitch. 

“Soup-maker!” muttered Grigory contemp- 
tuously. 

“As for being a soup-maker, wait a bit, too, 
and consider lor yourself, Grigory Vassilye- 
vilc h, without abusing me. For as soon as I say 
to those enemies, ‘No, I’m not a Christian, and 
I curse my tnie God,’ then at cjnce, by food's 
high judgment, I become immediately and 
specially anathema accursed, and am cut off 
from the Holy Church, exactly as though 1 were 
a heathen, so that at that very instant, not only 
when I say it aloud, but when I think of say- 
ing it, before a ejuarter of a second has passed, 
1 am cut off. Is that so or not, Grigory Vassilye- 
vitch?” 

He addressed Grigory w’ith obvious satisfac- 
tion, though he was really answering Fyodor 
Pavlovitch’s questions, and was well aware of 
it, and intentionally pretending that Grigory 
had asked (he questions. 

“Ivan,” criecl Fyodor Pavlovitch suddenly, 
“stoop down for me to whisper. He’s got this 
all up for your benefit. He wants you to praise 
him. Praise him.” 

Ivan listened with perfect seriousness to his 
father’s excited whisper. 


“Stay, Smerdyakov, be quiet aminute,” cried 
Fyodor Pavlovitch once more. “Ivan, your ear 
again.” 

Ivan bent dowm again with a perfectly grave 
face. 

“I love you as 1 do Alyosha. Don’t think I 
don’t love you. Some brandy?” 

“Yes.— But you’re rather drunk yourself,” 
thought Ivan, looking steadily at his father. 

lie was watching Smerdyakov with great 
curiosity. 

“You're anathema accursed, as it is,” Grigory 
suddenly burst out, “and how dare you argue, 
you rascal, after that, if ” 

“Don’t scold him. Grigory, don’t scold him,” 
Fyodor Pavlovitch cut him short. 

“You should wait, Grigory V'assilycvitch, if 
only a short time, and listen, for I haven't 
finished all I had to say. For at the very mo- 
ment I become accursed, at that same highest 
moment, 1 become exactly like a heathen, and 
my christening is taken off me and becomes of 
no avail. Isn’t that so?” 

“Make liasie and finish, my boy,” Fyodor 
Pavlovitch urged him, sipping from his wine- 
glass with relish. 

“And if I’ve ceased to be a Christian, then 
1 told no lie to the enemy when they asked 
whetlier I was a Christian or not a Christian, 
secingl had already been relieved by God Him- 
self of my Christianity by reason of the thought 
alone, before I had time to utter a word to the 
enemy. And if I ha\e already been discharged, 
in what manner and with what sort of justice 
can 1 be held responsible as a Christian in the 
other world for having denied Christ, when, 
through the very thought alone, before deny- 
ing Him I had been relieved from my christen- 
ing? If I’m no longer a Christian, then I can’t 
renounce Christ, for I’ve nothing then to re- 
nounce. Who will hold an unclean Fatar re- 
sponsible, Grigory Vassilyevitch, even in heav- 
en. for not having been horn a Christian? And 
who would punish him for that, considering 
that you can’t lake two skins off one ox? For 
God Almighty Himself, even if He did make 
the Tatar responsible, when he dies would 
give him the smallest possible punishment, I 
imagine (since he must be punished), judging 
that he is not to blame if he has come into the 
world an unclean heathen, from heathen par- 
ents. The Lord Ciod can’t surely take a Tatar 
and say he was a Christian? I'hat would mean 
that the Almighty would tell, a real untruth. 
And can the I^^rcl of Heaveit and earth tell a 
lie, even in one word?” 
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Grigory was thunderstruck and looked at 
the orator, his eyes nearly starting out of his 
head. Though he did not clearly understand 
what was said, he liad caught something in this 
rigmarole, and stood, looking like a man who 
has just hit his head against a wall. Fyodor Pav- 
lovitch emptied his glass and went off into his 
shrill laugh. 

“Alyosha! Alyosha! What do you say to that! 
Ah, you casuist! He must have l)een with the 
Jesuits, somewhere, Ivan. Oh, you stinking 
Jesuit, who taught you? But you’re talking non- 
sense, you casuist, nonsense, nonsense, non- 
sense. Don’t cry, Grigory, we’ll reduce him to 
smoke and ashes in a moment. Tell me this, O 
ass: you may be right before your enemies, but 
you have renounced your faith all the same in 
your own heart, and you say yourself that in 
that very hour you became anathema accursed. 
And if once you’re anathema they won't pat 
you on the head lor it in hell. What do you say 
to that, my fine Jesuit?’’ 

“There is no doubt that I have renounced 
it in my own heart, but there was no special sin 
in that. Or if there was sin. it was the most 
ordinary.’’ 

“How’s dial the most ordinary?’’ 

“You lie, accursed one!’’ hissed Grigory. 

“Consider yourself, Grigory Vassilyevitch,” 
Smerclyakov went on, staid and unrulHed, con- 
scious of his triumph, but, as it were, generous 
to the vanquished foe. “Consider yourself, 
Grigory Vassil>evitdi; it is said in the Scrip- 
ture that if you have faith, even as a mustard 
seed, and bid a mountain move into the sea, it 
will move without the least delay at your bid- 
ding. Well, Grigory Vassilyevitdi, if I’m wuth- 
out faith and you have so great a faith that you 
are continually swearing at me, you try your- 
self telling this mountain, not to move into 
the sea for that’s a long way off, but even to 
our stinking little river which runs at the 
bottom of the garden. You’ll see for yourself 
that it won’t budge, but will remain just where 
it is however much you shout at it, and that 
shows, Grigory V'assilyevitch, that you haven’t 
faith in the proper manner, and mily abuse 
others about it. Again, taking into ccjn- idera- 
tion that no one in our clay, not only you, but 
actually no one, from the highest person to the 
lowest peasant, can shove mountains into the 
sea— except perhaps some one man in the 
world, or, at most, two, and they most likely 
are saving their souls in secret somewliere in 
the Egyptian cle.scri,so you wouldn’t find them 
^if so it be, if all the rest have no faith, will 


God curse all the rest? that is, the population 
of the whole earth, except about two hermits 
in the desert, and in His well-knowm mercy 
will He not forgive one of them? And so I’m 
persuaded that though 1 may once have doubt- 
ed I shall be forgiven if I shed tears of re- 
pentance.’’ 

“Stay!” cried Fyodor Pavlovitch, in a trans- 
port of delight. “So you do suppose there are 
two who can move mountains? Ivan, make a 
note of it. write it clown. There you have the 
Russian all over!’’ 

“You’re quite right in saying it’s character- 
istic of the pc‘oplc*’s faith,” Ivan assented, with 
an approvitig smile. 

“You agree. Then it must be so, if you agree. 
It’s true, isn’t it Alyosha? That’s the Russian 
faith all over, isn’t it?” 

“No, Smerclyakov has not the Russian faith 
at all.” said Alyosha firmly and gravely. 

“I’m not talking about his faith. I mean 
those two in the desert, only that idea. Surely 
that’s Russian, isn’t it?” 

“Yes, that's purely Russian,” said Alyosha 
smiling. 

“Your words are worth a gold pic‘ce, O ass, 
and I'll give it to \ou to-day. But as to ihe rest 
you talk nonsense, nonsense, nonsense. Let 
me tell you, stupid, that we here arc all oi lit- 
tle faith, only from carelessness, because we 
haven’t time; things are too much lor us, and, 
in the second place, the LordJL^od has given 
us so little time, only twcntv-lour hours in the 
day, so that one hasn’t even time to get sleep 
enough, much less to repent ol one’s sins. 
While you have denied your faith to your ene- 
mies when you’d nothing else to think about 
but to show your faith! So I cemsider, brother, 
that it constitutes a sin.” 

“Constitute a sin it may, but consider your- 
self, C»rig()iy Vassilyevitdi, that it only exten- 
uates it, if it does constitute. II 1 had believed 
then in very truth, as 1 ought to have believed, 
then it really would have been sinful if 1 had 
not faced tot f tires for my faith, and had gone 
over to the pagan Mohammcxlan laith. But, cjf 
course, it wouldn’t have come to toiture then, 
because 1 should only have had to say at that 
instant to the mountain. ‘Move and crush the 
tormentor,’ and it would have moved and at 
the very instant have crushed him like a black- 
beetle, and I should have walked away as 
though fiothing had happened, praising and 
glorifying God. But, suppo.se: at that very mo- 
ment I had tried all that, and cried to that 
mountain, ‘Crush these tonnentors,’ and it 
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hadn't crushed them, how could I have helped 
doubting, pray, at such a time, and at such a 
dread hour of mortal terror? And a])art from 
that, I should know already that I could not at- 
tain to the fullness of the Kingdom of 1 leaven 
(for since the mountain had not moved at my 
word, they could not think very much of my 
faith up aloft, and there could he no very great 
reward awaiting me in the world to come). So 
why should I let them flay the skin off me as 
w'ell, and to no good purpose? For. even 
though they had flayed my skin half off my 
back, even then the mountain would not have 
moved at my word or at my cry. And at such 
a moment not only doubt might come over 
one but one might lose one’s reason from fear, 
so that one would not be able to think at all. 
And, therefore, how should I be partidilarly 
to blame il not seeing iny advantage or reward 
there or here. I should, at least, save my skin. 
And so ti'usiing fully in the grace c»f the Lord 
I should cJierisIi the hope that 1 might be al- 
together forgiven.” 

Chapter ^ the Brandy 

Tills controversy w'as over. But, strange to say, 
Fyodor Favlo\ itch, who had been so gay, sud- 
denly began frowning, fie I rowiied and gulped 
brandy, and it was already a glass too much. 

“Get along with you, Je.suits!” he cried to 
the servants. “Go arvay, Smerdyakov. 111 send 
you the gold j)ie(e I promised you to-day, but 
be off! Don’t cry, Grigoiv. Go to Marfa. She’ll 
comfort \ou and put you to bed. Fhe rascals 
won’t let us sit in peace after dinner,” he 
snappc'd peevishly, as the servants promptly 
withdrew at his word. 

“Smerdvakov always pokes himself in now', 
after dinner. It’syouhc's so interested in. What 
have you clone to fascinate him?” he added to 
Ivan. 

“Nothing whatever.” answered Ivan. “He's 
pleased to have a high opinion ol me; he’s a 
lackey and a mean soul. Kaw' material for revo- 
lution. however, when the time comes.” 

“For revolution?’’ 

“Tlicre will be others and better ones. But 
there wdll be some like him as well. His kind 
wdll come first, and better ones alter.” 

“And w’hcii will the time come?” 

“T he rocket will go off and fi//lc out, per- 
haps. 'I’he peasants arc not very fond of lis- 
tening to these soujj-inakers. so lar.” 

“Ah, brother, but a Balaam's ass like that 
thinks and thinks, and the devil kmnvs where 
he gets to.” 


“He's storing up ideas,” said Ivan, smiling. 

“You see, I know he can’t bear me, nor any- 
one else, even you, though you fancy that he 
has a high opinion of you. Worse still with 
Alyosha, he despises Alyosha. But he doesn’t 
steal, that's one thing, and he’s not a gossip, 
he holds liis tongue, and doesn’t wash our 
dirty linen in public. He makes capital fish 
pasties too. But, damn him, is he worth talk- 
ing al)out so much?” 

“Of course he isn't.” 

“And as for the ideas he may be hatching, 
the Russian peasant, generally speaking, needs 
thrashing. That I've always maintained. Our 
j)easants are swdndlers, and don’t deserve to 
be pitied, and it's a good thing they’re still 
flogged sometimes. Russia is rich in birches. 
If they destroyed the forests, it w'oulcl be the 
ruin of Russia. I stand up for the clever peo- 
ple. We’ve left off thrashing the peasants, 
we’\e grow'Ti so clever, but they go on thrash- 
ing themselves. And a good thing t(x>. ‘For 
with what measure ye mete it shall be meas- 
ured to you again,' or how does it go? Any- 
how', it w ill be measured. But Russia's all swdn- 
ishnt*ss. My dear, if you only knew how I hate 
Russia. . . . That is, not Russia, but all this 
vice! But maybe I mean Russia. Tout cela 
e'esi lie la loi honnerie . . . Do you know what 
I like? I like wit.” 

“You've had another glass. That's enough.” 

“Wait a bit. I’ll have one more, and then an- 
other, and then I’ll stop. No, stay, you inter- 
rupted me. At Mokroe I was talking to an old 
man, and he told me: ‘There’s nothing we 
like so much as senteiic ing girls to be thrashed, 
and we always give the lads the job of thrash- 
ing them. And the girl he has thrashed to-day, 
the young man will ask in marriage to-morrow. 
So it cjuite suits the girls, too,’ he said. Thc^re’s 
a set of de Sades for you! But it’s clever, any- 
way. Shall w’e go over and have a look at it. cli? 
Ahosha, arc )ou blushing? Don’t be bashful, 
child. I’m sorry 1 efidu’t stay to dinner at the 
Superior’s and tell the monks about the girls 
at Mokroe. .\Iyosha, don’t be angry that I of- 
fended your Superior thi? morning. I lost my 
temper. It there is a God. if He exists, then, of 
coiiT-se. I’m to blame, and I shall have to an- 
sw'cr for it. But if there isn’t a God at all. what 
do they deserve, your lathers? It’s not cnemgh 
to cut iheir heads off, for they keep bark prog- 
ress. Would you believe it, Ivan, that that lac- 
erates my sentiments? No, you don't believe 
it as I see from your eyes. You believe what 

^ All this is filthiness. 
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people say, that Vm nothing but a buffoon. 
Alyosha, do you believe that I’m nothing but 
a buffoon?” 

”No, I don’t believe it.” 

“And I believe you don’t, and that you 
speak the truth. You look sincere and you 
speak sincerely. But not Ivan. Ivan’s super- 
cilious. ... I’d make an end of your monks, 
though, all the same. I’d take all that mystic 
stuff and suppress it, once for all, all over Rus- 
sia, so as to bring all the hnils to reason. And 
the gold and the silver that would flow into 
the mint!” 

“But why suppress it?” asked Ivan. 

“That Truth may prevail. That’s why.” 

“Well, if Truth were to prevail, you know, 
you’d be the first to be robbed and sup- 
pressed.” 

“Ah! I dare say you’re right. Ah. I’m an ass!” 
burst out Fyodor Pavlovitch, striking himself 
lightly on the forehead. “Well, your monastery 
may stand then, Alyosha, if that’s how it is. 
And we clever people will sit snug and enjoy 
our brandy. You know, Ivan, it must have 
been so ordained by the Almighty Himself. 
Ivan, speak, is there a God or not? Stay, speak 
the truth, speak seriously. Why are you laugh- 
ing again?” 

“I’m laughing that you should have made a 
clever remark just now about Smerdyakov’s 
belief in the existence of two saints who could 
move mountains.” 

“Why, am I like him now, then?” 

“Very much.” 

“Well, that shows I’m a Russian, too, and I 
have a Russian characteristic. And you may be 
caught in the same way, though you are a 
philosopher. Shall I catch you? What do you 
bet that I’ll catch you to-morrow? Speak, all 
the same, is there a God, or not? Only, be 
serious. I want you to be serious now.” 

“No, there is no God.” 

“Alyosha, is there a God?” 

“There is.” 

“Ivan, and is there immortality of some 
sort, just a little, just a tiny bit?” 

“There is no immortality either.” 

“None at all?” 

“None at all.” 

“There’s absolute nothingness then. Per- 
haps there is just something? Anything is bet- 
ter tlian nothing!” 

“Absolute nothingness.” 

“Alyosha, is there immortality?” 

“There is.” 

“God and immortality?” 


“God and immortality. In God is immor- 
tality.” 

“H'ml It’s more likely Ivan’s right. Good 
Lord! to think what faith, what force of all 
kinds, man has lavished for nothing, on that 
dream, and for how many thou.sand years. Who 
is it laughing at man? Ivan! For the last time, 
once for all, is there a God or not? I ask for 
the last time!” 

“And for the last time there is not.” 

“Who is laughing at mankind, Ivan?” 

“It must be the devil,” said Ivan, smiling. 

“And the devil? Does he exist?” 

“No, there’s no devil either.” 

“It’s a pity. Damn it all, what wouldn’t I do 
to the man who first invented God! Hanging 
on a bitter aspen tree would be too good for 
him.” 

“There would have been no civilisation if 
they hadn’t invented God.” 

“Wouldn’t there have been? Without God?” 

“No. And there would have been nt) brandy 
either. But I must take your brandy away from 
you, anyway.” 

“Stop, stop, stop, dear boy, one more little 
glass. I’ve hurt Alyosha’s feelings. You’re not 
angry with me, Alyosha? My dear little Alexey!” 

“No, I am ru)t angry. I know your thoughts. 
Your heart is better than your head.” 

“My heart better than my head, is it? Oh 
Lord! And that from you. Ivan, do you love 
Alyosha?” 

“Yes.” 

“You must love him” (Fyodor Pavlovitch 
w^as by this time very drunk). “Listen, Alyosha, 
1 was rude to your elder this morning. But 1 
was excited. But there’s wit in that elder, don’t 
you think, Ivan?” 

“Very likely.” 

“There is, there is.// y a duPiron la-dedans.' 
He’s a Jesuit, a Russian one, that is. As he’s an 
honourable person there’s a hidden indigna- 
tion boiling within him at having to pretend 
and ailcct holiness.” 

“But, of course, he believes in God.” 

“Not a bit of it. Didn't you know? Why, he 
tells everyone so, himself. That is, not every- 
one, but all the clever people who come to 
him. He said straight out to Governor Schultz 
not long ago: ‘Credo, but 1 ddn’t know in 
what.’ ” 

“Really?” 

“He really did. But I respect him. There’s 
something of Mephistophcles about him, or 
rati.'er of ‘The hero of our time’ . . . Arbenin, 

' There’s something of Piron inside of him. 
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or what*s his name? . . . You see» he*s a sen- 
sualist. He's such a sensualist that I should be 
afraid for my daughter or my wife if she went 
to confess to him. You know, when he begins 
telling stories . . . The year before last he in- 
vited us to tea, tea with liqueur (the ladies 
send him liqueur), and began telling us about 
old times till we nearly split our sides. . . . 
Especially how he once cured a paralysed 
woman. ‘If my legs were not bad I know a 
dance I could dance you,* he said. What do 
you say to that? Tve plenty of tricks in my 
time,' said he. He did Demidov, the merchant, 
out of sixty thousand." 

"What, he stole it?" 

"He brought him the money as a man he 
could trust, saying, ‘Take care of it for me, 
friend, there’ll be a police search at my place 
to-morrow.’ And he kept it. ‘You have given 
it to the Church.’ he declared. I said to him: 
‘You're a scoundrel,’ I said. ‘No,* said he, ‘I'm 
not a scoundrel, but I'm broadminded.* But 
that wasn’t he, that was someone else. I’ve 
muddled him with someone else - . . without 
noticing it. Come, another glass and that's 
enough. Take away the bottle, Ivan. I’ve been 
telling lies. Why didn’t you stop me, Ivan, and 
tell me I was lying?’* 

"I knew you’d stop of yourself.’* 

"That’s a lie. You did it from spite, from 
simple spite against me. You despise me. You 
have come to me and despised me in my own 
hou.se.’* 

"Well, I’m going away. You’ve had too 
much brandy.” 

‘Tve begged you for Christ’s sake to go to 
Tchermashnya for a day or two, and you don't 

"1*11 go to-morrow' if you’re so set upon it.” 

"You won’t go. You want to keep an eye on 
me. That’s what you want, spiteful fellow. 
That's why you won’t go.” 

The old man persisted. He had reached that 
state oi drunkenness when the drunkard who 
has till then been inoffensive tries to pick a 
({iiarrcl and to assert himself. 

"Why are you looking at me? Why do you 
look like that? Your eyes look at me and say, 
‘You ugly drunkard!* Your eyes are mistrust- 
ful. They're contemptuous. . . . You’ve come 
here with some design. Alyosha, here, looks at 
me and his eyes .shine. Alyosha doesn’t despise 
me. Alexey, you mustn't love Ivan.” 

"Don’t be ill-tempered with my brother. 
Leave off attacking him,” Alyoslia said em- 
phatically. 


"Oh, all right. Ugh, my head aches. Take 
away the brandy, Ivan. It’s the third time I've 
told you.” 

He mused, and suddenly a slow, cunning 
grin spread over his face. 

"Don’t be angry with a feeble old man, Ivan. 

I know you don’t love me, but don’t be angry 
all the same. You've nothing to love me for. 
You go to Tchermashnya. I’ll come to you my- 
self and bring you a present. I’ll show you a 
little wench there. I’ve had my eye on her a 
long time. She’s still running about bare-foot. 
Don’t be afraid of bare-footed wenches— don't 
despise them- they’re pearls!” 

And he kissed his hand with a smack. 

"To my thinking,” he revived at once, seem- 
ing to grow sober the instant he touched on his 
favourite topic. "To my thinking . . . Ah, you 
b<»ys! You children, little sucking-pigs, to my 
thinking ... I never thought a woman ugly in 
my life— that's been my rule! Can you under- 
stand that? How could you understand it? 
Ycm've milk in your veins, not blood. You're 
not out of your shells yet. My rule has been 
that you can always find something devilishly 
interesting in every woman that you wouldn't 
find in any other. Only, one must know how 
to find it, that’s the point! That’s a talent! To 
my mind there are no ugly women. 'I'he very 
fact that .she is a woman is half the battle . . . 
but how could you understand that? Even in 
vieilles filles, even in them you may discover 
something that makes you simply wonder that 
men have been such fools as to let them grow 
old without noticing them. Bare-footed girls or 
unattractive one.'), vou must lake by surprise. 
Didn’t you know that? You must astound them 
till they’re fascinated, upset, ashamed that 
such a gentleman should fall in love with such 
a little slut. It’s a jolly good thing that there 
always are and will be masters and slaves in 
the w'orld, so there always will be a little maid- 
of-all-work and her master, and you know, 
that’s all that’s needed for happiness. Stay . . . 
listen, .‘\lyosha, I always used to surprise your 
mother, but in a different way. I paid no at- 
tention to her at all, but all at once, when the 
minute ( ame. I’d be all devotion to her, crawl 
OP my knees, kiss her feet, and I always, al- 
ways— I remember it as though it were to-day 
—reduced her to that tinkling, quiet, nervous, 
queer little laugh. It w^as peculiar to her. I 
knew her attacks always used to begin like 
that. The next day she would begin shrieking 
hysterically, and this little laugh was not a 
sign of delight, though it made a very good 
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counterfeit. That's the great thing* to know 
how to take everyone. Once Belyavsky— he was 
a handsome fellow, and rich— used to like to 
come here and hang about her— suddenly gave 
me a slap in the face in her presence. And she 
—such a mild sheep— why, 1 thought she would 
have knocked me down for that blow. How 
she set on mel ‘You're beaten, beaten now,' 
she said, ‘You've taken a blow Irom him. You 
have been trying to sell me to him,' she said. 
. . . ‘And how dared he strike you in my pres- 
ence! Don’t dare come near me again, never, 
never! Run at once, challenge him to a duel!' 
... 1 took her to the monastery' then to bring 
her to her senses. 'Fhe holy Fathers prayed her 
back to reason. But I swear, by God. .Alyosha, 
I never insulted the poor crazv girl’ Only once, 
perhaps, in the first year: then she was very 
fond of praying. She used to keep the feasts 
of Our Lady particularly and used to turn me 
out of her room then. I’ll knock that mysticism 
out of her, thought I! 'Here.' said 1, ‘you see 
your holy image. Here it is. Here I take it 
down. You believe it’s miraculous, but here. 
I'll spit on it directly and nothing will hap- 
pen to me for it!’ . . . When she saw it, good 
Lord! I thought she would kill me. But she 
only jumped up, WTung her hands, then sud- 
denly hid her face in them, began trembling 
all over and fell on the door. . . fell all of a 
heap. Alyosha, Alyosha, what’s the matter?” 

The old man jumped up in alarm. From 
the time he had begun speaking about his 
mother, a change had gradually come over 
Alyosha's face. He flushed crimson, his eyes 
glowed, his lips (quivered. The old sot had 
gone spluttering on. noticing nothing, till the 
moment when something very strange hap- 
pened to Alyosha. Precisely what he was de- 
scribing in the crazy woman was suddenly re- 
peated with Alyosha. He jumped up from his 
seat exactly as his mother was said to have 
done, wrung his hands, hid his fare in them, 
and fell back in his chair, shaking all over in 
an hysterical paroxysm of sudden violent, si- 
lent weeping, flis extraordinary resemblance 
to his mother particularly impressed the old 
man. 

‘‘Ivan, Ivan! Water, quickly! It’s like her, 
exactly as she used to be then, his mother. 
Spurt some water on him from your mouth, 
that’s what I used to do to her. He’s upset 
about his mother, his mother,” he muttered 
to Ivan. 

“But she was my mother, too, I believe, his 
mother. Was she not?” said Ivan, with uncon- 


trolled anger and contempt. The old man 
shrank before his flashing eyes. But something 
very strange had happenecl, though only for 
a second: it seemed really to have escaped the 
old man’s mind that Alyosha’s mother actually 
was the mother of Ivan too. 

‘‘Your mother?” he muttered, not under- 
standing. ‘‘What do you mean? What mother 
are you talking about? Was she? . . . Why, 
damn it! of course she was yours too! Damn it! 
My mind has never been so darkened before. 
Excuse me, why, 1 was thinking Ivan . . . He 
he he!” lie stopped. A broad, drunken, half- 
sen sc less grin overspread his face. 

At that moment a fearful noise and clamour 
was heard in the hall, there were \iolent 
shouts, the cloc^r was Hung open, and Dmitri 
burst into the room. I he old man rushed to 
Ivan in terror. 

“He’ll kill me! He’ll kill me! Don’t let him 
get at me!” he screamed, clinging to the skirt 
of Ivan’s coat. 

Chfil)ter p. I'Jie Sensualists 
Grigory and Smerdvakov ran into the room 
after Dmitri. They had been struggling with 
him in the passage, i cl using to admit him, act- 
ing on instructions given them by Fyodor Pav- 
lovitch some days before. ’Faking advantage 
of the fact that Dmitri stopped a numicnt on 
entering the room if) look about him, (irigory 
ran round the table, closed tlirnclouble doors 
on the opposite side of the room leading to 
the inner apartments, and stfunl before the 
closcxl doors, stretching wide his arms, pre- 
pared to defend the entrance, so to speak, with 
the last drop of his blood. Seeing this. Dmitri 
uttered a scream rather than a shout and 
rushed at Grigory. 

‘‘Then she’s there! She’s hidden there! Out 
of the way, .scoundrel!” 

He tried to pull Grigory away, but the old 
.servant pushed him back. Beside him.self w'ith 
fury, Dmitri struck out, and liit Grigory with 
all his might. Fhe old man tell like a log, and 
Dmitri, leaping over him, broke in the door. 
Smerdyakov remainc‘d pale and trembling at 
the other end of the reborn, huddling clo.se to 
Fyodor Pavlovitch. 

‘‘She’s here!” shouted Dmitri. ‘‘I saw her 
turn upwards the house ju.st now, but I couldn’t 
catc h her. W’licre is .she? W'here is .she?” 

'I’hat shout, “She’s here!” produced an in- 
de,scribablc effect on Fyodor Pavlovitch. All 
his terror left him. 

‘‘I .’old him! Hold him!” he cried, and 
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dashed after Dmitri. Meanwhile Grigory had 
got up from the floor, but still seemed stunned. 
Ivan and Alyosha ran after their father. In 
the third room something was heard to fall on 
the floor with a ringing crash: it was a large 
glass vase— not an expensive one— on a marble 
pedestal which Dmitri had upset as he ran 
past it. 

“At him!" shouted the old man. “Help!” 

Ivan and Alyosha caught the old man and 
were forcibly bringing him back. 

“Why do you run after him? He’ll murder 
you outright,” Ivan cried wrathfiilly at his fa- 
ther. 

“Ivan! Alyosha! She must be here. Grushen- 
ka’s here. He said he saw her himself, run- 
ning.” 

He was choking. He was not expect ing (iru- 
shenka at the time, and the sudden news that 
she was here made him beside himself. He 
was trembling all over. He seemed frantic. 

“But you’ve seen tor yourself that she hasn’t 
come,” cried Ivan. 

“But she may have come by that other en- 
trance.” 

“You know that entrance is locked, and you 
have the key.” 

Dmitri suddenly reappeared in the drawing- 
room. He had, of course, found the other en- 
ti.ance locked, and the kc*y actually uas in Fyo- 
dor Pavlovitch’s pocket. The wdndowsof all the 
rooms were alsc^ closed, ->o Gtiishenka could 
not have come in anywhere nor have run out 
anywhere. 

“Hold him!” shrieked Fyodor Paslovitch, 
as soon as he saw him again. “He’s been steal- 
ing money in my bedroom.” And tearing him- 
self from Ivan he rushed again at Dmitri. But 
Dmitri threw up both hands anci suddenly 
clutched the old man by the two tufts of hair 
that remained on his temples, tugged at them, 
and flung him with a crash on the floor. He 
kicked him two or three times with his heel in 
the face. I’he old man moaned shrilly. Ivan, 
though not so strong as Dmitri, tlirew his arms 
round him, and with all his might pullcxl him 
away. Alyosha helped him with his slender 
strength, holding Dmitri in front. 

“Madman! You’ve killed him!” cried Ivan. 

“Serve him right!” shouted Dmitri breath- 
lessly. “If 1 haven’t killed him. I’ll cenne again 
and kill him. You can’t protect him!” 

“Dmitri! Go away at once!” cried Alyosha 
coimnandingly. 

“Alexey! You tell me. It’s only you I can 
believe; w'as she here just now, or not? 1 saw 


her myself creeping this way by the fence from 
the lane. I shoutecl, she ran away.” 

“I swear she’s not been here, and no one ex- 
pected her.” 

“But I saw her. ... So she must . . . I’ll find 

out at once where she is Good-bye, Alexey! 

Not a vford to Alsop about the money now'. 
But go to Katerina Ivanovna at once and be 
sure to say, ‘He sends fiis compliments to you!’ 
Compliments, his compliments! fust compli- 
ments and farew'ell! Describe tlie scene to 
her.” 

Meanwhile Ivan and Grigory had raised the 
old man and seared him in an arm-chair. His 
face was covered with blood, but he was con- 
scious and listened greedily to Dmitri’s cries. 
He was still lancying that Grushenka really 
was somewhere in the house. Dmitri looked at 
him with hatred as he went out. 

“I don’t repent shedding your blood!” he 
cried. “Beware, old man, beware of your dream, 
for I have my dream, too. 1 curse you, and dis- 
ow'ii ycju altogether.” 

f fe ran out of the room. 

“Site’s here. She must be here. Smerdyakov! 
Smerdyaken!” the old man w'heezed, scarcely 
audibly, bcxkoning to him wdth his finger. 

“No, she’s not here, you old lunatic!” Ivan 
shouted at him angrily. “Here, he’s fainting! 
Watc] ! A towel! Make haste, Smerclyakcn'!” 

Sinerchakov ran for w’ater. At last they got 
the old man undressed, and put him to bed. 
I'hev wrapped a wet towel round his head. 
Exhausted by the brandy, by his violent emo- 
tion. and the blows he had received, he shut 
his e)cs and fell .isleep as soon as his head 
touched the pillow Ivan and .Myosha W’ent 
back to the drawing-room. Smerdyakov re- 
moved the fraginf*nts of the broken vase, while 
Grigory st()ocl by the table looking gloomily 
at the floor. 

“Shouldn't you put a wet bandage on your 
head and go to bed. too?” Alyosha said to him. 
‘AVe’ll look after him. My brother gave you 
a terrible blow— on the hc*ad.” 

“He’s insulted me!” Grigory' articulated 
gloomily and distim tly. 

“He's ‘insulted’ his lather, not only you,” 
ob. ' 'ved Ivan w ith a forced smile. 

“I used to wash him in his tub. He’s in- 
sulted me,” repeated Grigory. 

“Damn it all, if I hadn’t pulled him away 
perhaps he’d have murdered him. It wouldn’t 
take much to do for Al'.sop, would it?” whis- 
pered Ivan to Alyosha. 

“God forbid!” cried Alyosha. 



73 The Brothers Karamazov 


"Why should He forbid?” Ivan went on in 
the same whisper, with a malignant grimace. 
"One reptile will devour the other. And serve 
them both right, too.” 

Alyosha shuddered. 

"Of course I won’t let him be murdered as I 
didn’t just now. Stay here, Alyosha, I’ll go for 
a turn in the yard. My head’s begun to ache." 

Alyosha went to his father’s bedroom and 
sat by his bedside behind the screen for about 
an hour. The old man suddenly opened his 
eyes and gazed for a long while at Alyosha, 
evidently remembering and meditating. All at 
once his face betrayed extraordinary excite- 
ment. 

"Alyosha,” he whispered apprehensively, 
"where’s Ivan?” 

“In the yard. He’s got a headache. He’s on 
the watch." 

"Give me that looking-glass. It stands over 
there. Give it me." 

Alyosha gave him a 1 ittle round folding look- 
ing-glass which stood on the chest of drawers. 
The old man looked at himself in it; his nose 
was considerably swollen, and on the left side 
of his forehead there was a rather large crim- 
son bruise. 

"What does Ivan say? Alyosha, my dear, my 
only son. I’m afraid of Ivan. I'm more afraid 
of Ivan than the other. You’re the only one 
I’m not afraid of, . . .” 

"Don’t be afraid of Ivan cither. He is angry, 
but he'll defend you." 

“Alyosha, and what of the other? He’s run 
to Grushenka. My angel, tell me the truth, was 
she here just now or not?" 

"No one has seen her. It was a mistake. She 
has not been here." 

"You know Mitya wants to marry her, to 
marry her." 

"She won't marry him.” 

"She won’t. She won’t. She won’t. She won’t 
on any account!” 

The old man fairly fluttered with joy, as 
though nothing more comforting could have 
been said to him. In his delight he seized Al- 
yosha’s hand and pressed it w'armly to his 
heart. Tears positively glittered in his eves. 

"That image of the Mother of God of which 
I was telling you just now,” he said. "Take it 
home and keep it for yourself. And I’ll let you 
go back to the monastery. ... I was joking this 
morning, don’t be angry with me. My head 

aches, Alyosha Alyosha, comfort my heart. 

Be an angel and tell me the truth I” 

"You’re still asking whether she has been 


here or not?" Alyosha said sorrowfully. 

"No, no, no. I believe you. I’ll tell you what 
it is: you go to Grushenka yourself, or see her 
somehow; make haste and ask her; see for 
yourself, which she means to choose, him or 
me. Kh? What? Can you?" 

"If I see her I'll ask her,” Alyosha muttered, 
embarrassed. 

"No, she won’t tell you,” the old man inter- 
rupted, "she’s a rogue. She’ll begin kissing you 
and say that it’s you she wants. She’s a deceit- 
ful, shameless hussy. You mustn’t go to her, you 
mustn’t!" 

"No father, and it wouldn’t be suitable, it 
wouldn’t be right at all." 

"Where was he sending you just now? He 
shouted ’Go’ as he ran away." 

"To Katerina Ivanovna." 

"For money? IV) ask her for money?” 

"No. Not for money." 

"He’s no money; not a farthing. I’ll settle 
down for the night, and think things over, and 
you can go. Perhaps you’ll meet her. . . . Only 
be sure to come to me to-morrow in the morn- 
ing. Be sure to. I have a word to say to you to- 
morrow. Will you conic?" 

"Yes." 

"When you come, pretend you’ve come of 
your own at cord to ask after me. Don’t tell 
ainone I told you to. Don’t say a word to 
Ivan." 

"Very well." 

"Good-bye, my angel. You stood up for me, 
just ntnv. I shall never forget it. I’ve a word to 
say to you to-morrow— but I must think about 
it." 

".And how do )ou feel now?" 

"I shall get up to-morrow and go out, per- 
fectly well, perfectly well!” 

Crossing the yard Alyosha found Ivan sit- 
ting on the bench at the gateway. He was sit- 
ting writing something in pencil in his note- 
book. Alyosha told Ivan that their father had 
w’akcd up, was conscious, and had let him go 
back to sleep at the monastery. 

"Alyosha, I should be very glad to meet 
you to-morrow morning," said Ivan cordially, 
standing up. His cordiality was a complete 
surprise to Alyosha. 

"I shall be at the Hohlakovs’ to-mc/rrow," 
answered Alyosha, "I may be at Katerina Ivan- 
ovna’s, too, if I don’t find her now." 

"But you’re going to her now, anyway? For 
that 'compliments and farewell,' " said Ivan 
smiling. Alyosha was disconcerted. 

"1 think I ejuite understand his exclama- 
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tions just now, and part of what went before. 
Dmitri has asked you to go to her and say that 
he— well, in fact— takes his leave of her?** 
“Brother, how will all this horror end be- 
tween father and Dmitri?** exclaimed Alyosha. 

“One can*t tell for certain. Perhaps in noth- 
ing: it may all fizzle out. lliat woman is a 
beast. In any case we must keep the old man 
indoors and not let Dmitri in the house.** 
**Brother, let me ask one thing more: has 
any man a right to look at other men and de- 
cide which is worthy to live?** 

“Why bring in the question of worth? The 
matter is most often decided in men*s hearts 
on other grounds much more natural. And as 
for rights— who has not the right to wish?** 

“Not for another man*s death?*’ 

“What even if for another man’s death? 
Why lie to rineself since all men live so and 
perhaps cannot help living so. Are you refer- 
ring to what 1 said just now^— that one reptile 
will devour the other? In that case let me ask 
you, do you think me like Dmitri capable of 
shedding .^Tsop’s blood, murdering him, eh?'* 
“What are you saving. Ivan? Such an idea 
never c tossed my mind. 1 don’t tliiiik Dmitri 
is capable of it, either.*’ 

“Thanks, if only for that,’* smiled Ivan. “Be 
sure. I should always defend him. But in my 
wishes 1 reserve myself full latitude in this 
case. Good-bye till to-morrow. Don’t condemn 
me. and don’t look on me as a villain,*’ he 
added with a smile. 

They shook hands warmly as they had never 
done before. Alyosha felt that his brother had 
taken the first step towards him. and that he 
had certainly done this with some definite mo- 
tive. 

Chapter jo, Roth Together 
Alyosha left his father’s house feeling even 
more exhausted and dejected in spirit than 
when he had entered it. His mind too seemed 
shattered and unhinged, while he felt that he 
was afraid to put together the disjointed frag- 
ments and form a general idea Irom all the 
agonising and conflicting experiences of the 
day. He felt something bordering upon de- 
spair, wdiich he had never known till then. 
Towering like a mountain above all the rest 
stood the fatal, insoluble question: How would 
things end between his father and his brother 
Dnv’tri with this terrible woman? Now he had 
himself been a witness of it, he had been pres- 
ent and seen them face to face. Yet only his 
brother Dmitri could be made unhappy, ter- 
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ribly, completely unhappy: there was trouble 
awaiting him. It appeared too that there were 
other people concerned, far more so than Al- 
yosha could have supposed before. There was 
something positively mysterious in it, too. 
Ivan had made a step tow^ards him, which was 
what Alyosha had been long desiring. Yet now 
he felt for some reason that he was frightened 
at it. And these women? Strange to say, that 
morning he had set out for Katerina Ivanov- 
na’s in the greatest embarrassment; now he 
felt nothing of the kind. On the contrary, he 
w'as hastening there as though expecting to 
find guidance from her. Yet to give her this 
message was obviously more difficult than be- 
fore. The matter of the three thousand was 
decided irrevocably, and Dmitri, feeling him- 
self dishonoured and losing his last hope, 
might sink to any depth. He had, moreover, 
told him to describe to Katerina Ivanovna 
the scene which had just taken place witli his 
father. 

It was by now seven o’clock, and it was get- 
ting dark as Alyosha entered the very spacious 
and convenient house in the High Street oc- 
cupied by Katerina Ivanovna. Alyosha knew 
that she lived with two aunts. One of liiem. a 
woman of little education, was that aunt of 
her half-sister Agafya Ivanovna who had Icxiked 
after her in her father’s house when she came 
from boarding-school. The other aunt was a 
Moscow lady of style and consec|uencc, though 
in straitened circumstances. It was said that 
they lK)th gave way in everything to Katerina 
Ivanovna, and that she only kept them with 
her as chaperons. Katerina Ivanovna herself 
gave way to no one but her benefactress, the 
general’s widow, w^ho had been kept by illness 
in Moscow, and to whom she was obliged to 
write twice a wcck a full account of all her 
doings. 

When Alyosha entered the hall and asked 
the maid who opened the door to him to take 
his name up, it was evident that they were al- 
ready aware of his arrival. Po.ssibly he had 
been noticed from the window. At least, Alyo- 
sha heard a noise, caught the sound of flying 
footste})s and rustling skirts. Two or three 
women, perhaps, had run out of the room. 

Aiyosha thought it strange that his arrival 
should cause such excitement. He was con- 
ducted, however, to the drawing-room at once. 
It was a large room, elegantly and amply fur- 
nished, not at all in provincial style. There 
were many sofas, lounges, settee^, big and little 
tables. There were pictures on the walls, vases 
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and lamps on the tables, masses of flowers, and 
even an aquarium in tlie window. It was twi- 
light and rather dark. Alyosha made out a 
silk mantle thrown down on the sofa, where 
people had evidently just been sitting: and on 
a table in front of the sofa were two unfinished 
cups of chocolate, cakes, a glass saucer with 
blue raisins, and another with sweetmeats. Al- 
yosha saw that he had interrupted visitors, and 
frowned. But at that instant tlie portiere was 
raised, and with rapid, huiT^'ing footsteps Ka- 
terina IvanoMia came in, holding out both 
hands to Alyosha with a radiant smile of de- 
light. .At the same instant a servant brought in 
two lighted candles and set them on the table. 

*‘Thank (iod! At last you have come too! 
IVe been simply pra\ing for you all day! Sit 
down." 

Alyosha had been struck by Katerina Ivan- 
ovna’s beauty when, three weeks before, Dmi- 
tri had first brought him, at Katerina Ivanov- 
na’s special request, to be introduced to her. 
There had been noconversation between them 
at that interview, hosvever. Supposing Alyo- 
sha to be very shy, Katerina Ivanovna had 
talked all the time to Dmitri to spare him. 
Alyosha had been silent, but he had seen a 
great deal vei 7 clearly. He was struck by the 
imperiousness, proud ease, and self-confidence 
of the haughty girl. And all that was certain, 
Alyosha felt that he was not exaggerating it. 
He thought her great glowing black eyes were 
very fine, especially with her pale, even rather 
sallow% longish face. But in those e>es and in 
the lines ot her exquisite lips there was some- 
thing w'ith which his brother might well be 
passionately in love, but which perhaps could 
not be loved for long. He expressed this 
thought almost plainly to Dmitri w'hen, alter 
the visit, his brother besought and insisted that 
he should not concc^al his impressions on see- 
ing his betrothed. 

"You’ll be happy with her, but perhaps— 
not tran([uilly happy." 

"Quite so, brother. Such people remain al- 
w^ays the same. 'Vhey don’t yield to fate. So 
you think I shan’t love her for ever." 

"No: perhaps you will love her for ever. But 
perhaps you won’t always be happy with her." 

Alyosha had given his opinion at the time, 
blushing, and angry with himself for having 
yielded to his brotlier’s entreaties and put such 
"foolish" ideas into words. For his opinon had 
struck him as awfully foolish immediately af- 
ter he had uttered it. He felt ashamed too of 
having given so confident an opinion about a 


w'oman. It was with the more amazement that 
he felt now, at the first glance at Katerina 
Ivanovna as she ran in to him, that he had 
perhaps been utterly mistaken. 'This time her 
face was beaming with spontaneous good- 
natured kindline.ss, and direct warm-hearted 
sincerity. The "pride and haughtiness," which 
had struck Alyosha so much before, was only 
betrayed now in a frank, generous energy and 
a sort of bright, strong faith in herself. Alyosha 
realised at the first glance, at the first wore!, that 
all the tragedy of her position in relation to 
the man she loved so dearly was no secret to 
her: that she perhaps already knew everything, 
positively everything. And yet, in spite of that, 
there was such brightness in her face, such 
faith in the future. Alyosha felt at once that 
he had gravely wronged her in his thoughts. 
He was conquered and captivated immedi- 
ately. Besides all this, he noticed at her first 
words that she was in great exciit'inent, an ex- 
citement perhaps quite exceptional and al- 
most approaching ecstasy. 

"I was so eager to see )ou. because I can 
learn from you the whole truth— from you and 
no one else." 

"I have come," muttered Alvosha confus- 
edly, "1— he sent me." 

"Ah, he sent you! I foresaw that. Now I 
know everything— everything!” cried Katerina 
Ivanovna, her eyes flashing. "Wait a moment, 
Alexey Fyodorovitc h. I’ll tell you why rvel)een 
so longing to sec you. \'ou see. 1 know perhaps 
far more than you do yourself, and there’s no 
need for you to tell me an v thing. I’ll tell you 
wiiat I want from you. I want to know your 
own last imj)ression of him. I want you to 
tell me mosi direr tly, plainly, coarsely even 
(oh, as coarsely as you like!), what you thought 
of him just now and of his position after your 
meeting with him to-day. I hat will perhaps 
be better than if 1 had a personal explanation 
with him, as he docs not want to come to me. 
Do yoti understand what I want from you? 
Now, tell me simply, tell me every word of the 
me.ssage he sent you with (I knew he w'ould 
send you)." 

"He told me to give you his compliments— 
and to say that he wciuld never amic again— 
but to give you his compliments." 

"His compliments? Was that what he said— 
his own expression?" 

"Yes." 

"Accidentally perhaps he made a mistake in 
the word, perhaps he did not use the right 
word?" 
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“No: he told me precisely to repeat that 
word. He begged me two or three times not to 
forget to say so.” 

Katerina Ivanovna flushed hotly. 

“Help me now, Alexey Fyodorovitch. Now I 
really need your help. I’ll tell you what 1 think, 
and you must simply say whether it’s right or 
iK>t. Listen! If he had sent me his compliments 
in ])assing, without insisting on your repeat- 
ing the wwds, without emphasising them, that 
would be the end of everything! But if he par- 
tic ularly insisted on those words, if he particu- 
larly told you not to forget to repeat them to 
me. then perhaps he w^as in excitement, beside 
himself. He had made his decision and was 
frightened at it. He wasn’t walking away from 
me with a resolute step, but leaping headlong. 
The emphasis on that phrase may have been 
simply bravado.” 

“Yes. yes!” cried Alyosha warmly. “I believe 
that is It.” 

“And, if so, he’s not altogether lost. 1 can 
still save him. Stay! Did he not tell you any- 
thing about money— about three thousand 
roubles?” 

“He did speak about it, and it’s that more 
than anything that’s crushing him. He said he 
had lost his honour and that nothing matters 
now,” Ahosha answered warndy, tVeling a 
rush of h<#pe in his heart and I)elieving that 
there really might be a way oi escape and 
sahalion for his hrolher. “But do you knenv 
about the money?” he added, and suddenly 
broke c:)fF. 

‘T\e known of it a long time; 1 telegraphed 
to Moscow to incpiire. and heard long ago that 
the money had not arris ed. He hadn’t sent the 
money, but I said nothing. Last ue( k 1 learnt 
that he was still in need of nicmc). My only 
object in all this was that he should know to 
whom to turn, and uho was his true friend. 
No, he won’t recognise that 1 am his truest 
friend; he won’t know me, and looks on me 
merely as a woman. I’se been tormented all 
the week, trying to think henv to pre\ent him 
from being ashamed to face me because he 
spent that tliree thousand. I.et him feel a- 
sliamed of himself, let him be ashamed of oth- 
er people’s knowing, but not cd my knowing. 
He can tell Gcxl everything without shame. 
Why is it he still does not understand how 
much 1 am ready to bear for his sake? Why, 
why doesn’t he know me? How dare he not 
know me after all that has happened? 1 want 
to save him for ever. Let him forget me as his 
betrothed. And here he fears that he is dis- 
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honoured in my eyes. Why, he wasn’t afraid to 
be open with you, Alexey Fyodorovitch. How 
is it that I don’t deserve the same?” 

The last words she uttered in tears. Tears 
gushed from her eyes. 

“1 must tell you,” Alyosha began, his voice 
trembling too, “what happened just now be- 
tw^een him and my father.” 

And he* described the w^hole scene, how 
Dmitri had sent him to get the money, how he 
had broken in, knockeci his father down, and 
after that had again specially and emphati- 
cally begged him to take his compliments and 
farewell. “He went to that w^oman,” Alyosha 
added softly. 

“And do you suppose that I can’t put up 
with that woman? Does he think I can’t? But 
he won’t marry her,” she suddenly laughed 
nervously. “Omld such a passic)n last for ever 
in a Karama/ov?It’spassion, not love. He won’t 
marry her because she won’t marry him.” A- 
gaiii Katerina Ivanovna laughed strangely. 

“He may marry her,” saicl Alyosha mourn- 
fully, looking down. 

“I Ic won’t marry her, 1 tell you. That girl is 
an angel. Do you know that? Do you know 
that?” Katerina Ivanovna exclaimed suddenly 
with extraordinary warmth. “She is one of the 
most lantastic of laniaMic creatures. 1 know 
how bewitching she is, but I know too that she 
is kind, firm, and noble. Why do you look at 
me like that. Alexey Fyodorovitch? Perhaps 
you are wondering at my words, perhaps you 
don’t believe me? .Agrafena Alexandrovna, my 
angel!” she cried suddenly to someone, peep- 
ing into the next room, "come in to us. This 
is a friend. Lhis is Alyosha. He knows all 
about our affairs. S!)ow yourself to him.” 

“I’ve only been waiting iieiiind the curtain 
f(X you to tall me,” said a soft, one might even 
say sugary, feminine voice. 

The portiere w^as raised and Grushenka her- 
self, smiling and beaming, came up to the 
table. .A violent revulsion passed over Alyosha. 
He fixed his eu\s on her and could not take 
them olf. Here she was, that awful woman, the 
“beast,” as Ivan had called her hall an hour 
before. And yet one would have thought the 
creature standing before* Iiiin most simple and 
orciiiiary, a gcxKl-na lured, kind woman, hand- 
some certainly, but so like other handsome or- 
dinary w’onien! It is true she was very, very 
good-looking witli that Russian beauty so pas- 
sionately loNcd by many men. She was a rather 
tall woman, though a little porter than Ka- 
terina Ivanovna, who was exceptionally tall. 
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She had a full figure, with soft, as it were, noise- 
less, movements, softened to a peculiar over- 
sweetness, like her voice. She moved, not like 
Katerina Ivanovna, witli a vigorous, bold step, 
but noiselessly. Her feet made absolutely no 
sound on the floor. She sank softly into a low 
chair, softly rustling her sumptuous black silk 
dress, and delicately nestling her milk-white 
neck and broad shoulders in a costly cashmere 
shawl. She was twenty-two years old. and her 
face looked exactly that age. She was very 
white in the face, with a pale pink tint on her 
cheeks. The modelling of her face might be 
said to be too broad, and the lower jaw w^as set 
a trifle forward. Her upper lip was thin, but 
the slightly prominent lower lip was at least 
twice as full, and looked pouting. But her 
magnificeni, abundant dark browm hair, her 
sable-coloured eyebrows and charming grey- 
blue eyes with their long lashes would have 
made the most indifferent person, meeting her 
casually in a crowed in the street, stop at the 
sight of her face and remember it long after. 
What struck Alyosha most in that face was its 
expression of ^ildlikc good nature. There 
was a childlike look in her eyes, a look of child- 
ish delight. She came up to the table, beaming 
with delight and seeming to expect something 
with childish, impatient, and confiding curi- 
osity. The light in her eyes gladdened the soul 
—Alyosha felt that. There w’as something else 
in her w'hich he could not understand, or 
would not have been able to define, and which 
yet perhaps unconsciously affected him. It was 
that softness, that voluptuousness of her bod- 
ily movements, that catlike noisclessness. Yet 
it was a vigorous, ample bcxly. Under the 
shaw'l could be seen full broacl shoulders, a 
high, still quite girlish bosom. Her figure sug- 
gested the lines of the Venus of Milo, though 
already in somewhat exaggerated proportions. 
That could be divined. Connoisseurs of Rus- 
sian beauty could have foretold w’ith certainty 
that this fresh, still youthful beauty would 
lose its harmony by the age of thirty, would 
"spread”; that the fate would become puffy, 
and that wrinklt^s w’ould very soon a))pear up- 
on her forehead and round the eyes; the com- 
plexion would grow coarse and red perhaps 
—in fact, that it was the beauty of the moment, 
the fleeting beauty which is so often met with 
in Russian women. Alyosha, of course, did not 
think of this; but though he was fascinated, 
yet he w^ondered with an unpleasant sensation, 
and as it were regretfully, why she drawled in 
that way and could not speak naturally. She 


did so, evidently feeling there was a charm in 
the exaggerated, honeyed modulation of the 
syllables. It was. of course, only a bad, under- 
bred habit that showed bad education and a 
false idea of good manners. And yet this in- 
tonation and manner of speaking impressed 
Alyosha as almost incredibly incongruous with 
the childishly simple and happy expression of 
her face, the soft, babyish joy in her eyes. Ka- 
terina Ivanovna at once made her sit down in 
an arm-chair facing Alyosha, and ecstatically 
kissed her several times on her smiling lips. 
She seemed quite in love with her. 

"This is the first time we*ve met, Alexey Fyo- 
dorovitch,” she said rapturously. “I wanted to 
know her, to see her. I w'anted to go to her. 
but rd no sooner expressed the wish than she 
came to me. I knew we should settle every- 
thing together— everything. My heart told me 
so— I was begged not to take the step, but I 
foresaw it would be a way out of the dilliculty, 
and 1 was not mistaken. Grushenka has ex- 
plained everything to me, told me all she 
means to do. She Hew here like an angel of 
goodness and brought us peace and joy.” 

"You did not disdain me, sweet, excellent 
young lady,” drawled (irushenka in her sing- 
song voice, still with the same charming smile 
of clelight. 

"Don't dare to speak to me like that, you 
sorceress, you witch! Disdain you! Here. I 
must kiss your lower lip once^niore. It looks 
as though it were swollen, and now it will be 
more so, and more and more. Look how she 
laughs, Alexey Fyodorovitch! It does one’s 
heart good to sec the angel.” 

Alyosha flushed, and faint, imperceptible 
shivers kept running down him. 

"You make so much of me, clear young lady, 
and perhaps I am not at all worthy of your 
kindness.” 

"Not worthy! She’s not worthy of it!” Ka- 
terina Ivanovna cried again with the same 
wannth. "You know, Alexey Fyodorovitch, 
we're fanciful, we’re self-willed, but proudest 
of the proud in our little heart. We’re noble, 
we’re generous, Alexey Fyodorovitch, let me 
tell you. We have only been unfortunate. We 
were too ready to make every sacrifice for an 
unw'orthy, perhaps, or fickle man. 'Fhere w'as 
one man— one, an officer too, \fe loved him, 
we sacrificed everything to him. That was long 
ago, five years age^, and he has forgotten us, he 
has married. Now he is a widower, he has 
written, he is coming here, and, do you know, 
we’ve loved him, none but him, all this time, 
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and we've loved him all our life! He will come, 
and Grushenka will be happy again. For the 
last five years she's been wretched. But who 
tan reproach her, who can boast of her favour? 
Only that bedridden old merchant, but he is 
more like her father, her friend, her protector. 
He found her then in despair, in agony, de> 
serted by the man she loved. She was ready to 
drown herself then, but the old merchant 
saved her— saved her!” 

“You defend me very kindly, dear young 
lady. You are in a great hurry about every- 
thing," Grushenka drawled again. 

“Defend you! Is it for me to defend you? 
Should I dare to defend you? Cirushenka. an- 
gel, give me your hand. Look at that charming 
soft little hand. Alexey Fyodoixn itch! Look at 
it! It has brought me happiness and has lifted 
me up, and I’m going to kiss it, outside and 
inside, here, here, here!" 

And three times she kissed the certainly 
(harming, though rather fat, hand of Gru- 
shenka in a sort of rapture. She held out her 
hand with a (banning musical, nervous little 
laugh, watched tl.c ivvc» t young lady," and 
obviously liked having her hand kissed. 

“Perhaps there’s rather too much rapture," 
thought Alyosha. He blushed. He felt a pecul- 
iar uneasiness at heart the whole time. 

“You won't make me blush, dear young 
lady, kissing my hand like this before Alexey 
Fyodorovitch." 

“Do you think I meant to make you blush?" 
said Katerina Ivanovna, somewhat surprised. 
“Ah, my dear, Innv little you understand me!" 

“Yes, and you too perhaps (]uitc misunder- 
stand me, dear young lady. Mayl)c I’m not so 
good as I seem to you. I’ve a bad heart; I will 
have my own way. 1 fascinated poor Dmitri 
Fyodorovitch lliat day simply for fun." 

“But now you’ll save him. You’ve given me 
\our word. You’ll explain it all to him. You’ll 
in cak to him that you have long loved another 
man, who is now ollcring you his hand." 

“Oh, no! I didn’t give you my word to do 
that. It was you kept talking about that. I 
didn’t give you my word." 

“Then I didn’t ejuite understand you," said 
Katerina Ivanovna slowly, turning a little 
pale, “You promised ’’ 

“Oh no, angel lady. I’ve promised nothing," 
Gruslienka interrupted softly and evenly, still 
with the same gay and simple expression. 
“You see at once, dear young lady, what a wil- 
ful wretch I am compared wdih you. If I want 
to do a thing I do it. I may have made you 
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some promise just now. But now again I’m 
thinking: I may take Mitya again. 1 liked 
him very much once— liked him for almost a 
whole hour. Now maybe I shall go and tell 
him to stay with me from this day forward. 
You see. I’m so changeable." 

“Just now you said— something quite dif- 
ferent," Katerina Ivanovna whispered faintly. 

“Ah, just now! But, you know. I’m such a 
soft-hearted, silly creature. Only think what 
he’s gone through on my account! What if 
wlien 1 go home I feel sorry for him? What 
then?" 

“I never expected ” 

“Ah, ycjung lady, how good and generous 
you are compared with me! Now perhaps you 
won't care tor a silly creature like me, now 
you know my character. Give me your sweet 
little hand, angelic lady," she saicl tenderly, 
and with a sort of reverence took Katerina 
Ivanovna’s hand. 

“Here, dear young lady. I’ll take your hand 
and kiss it as you did mine. You kissed mine 
thrc‘c times, but I ought to kiss yours three 
hundred times to be even with you. Well, but 
let that pass. And then it shall be as God wills. 
Perhaps I shall be your slave entirely and want 
to do your bidding like a slave. Let it be as 
(iod wills, without any agreements and prom- 
ises. What a sweet hand— what a stveet hand 
you have! You sweet young lady, you incredi- 
ble beauty!" 

She slowly raised the hands to her lips, with 
the strange object indeed of “being even" with 
her in kisses. 

Katerina Ivanovna did not take her hand 
away. She listened with timid hope to the last 
words, though Grusiienka’s promise to do her 
bidding like a slave was very strangely ex- 
pres.sed. She l(X>ked intently into her eyes; she 
still saw in those eyes the same simple-hearted, 
confiding expression, the same bright gaiety. 

“She’s perhaps too na'ive,” thought Katerina 
I\anovna, with a gleam of hope. 

Grushenka meanwhile seemed enthusiastic- 
over the “sweet hand." She raised it deliber- 
ately to her lips. But she held it for two or 
three minutes near her lips, as though rccon- 
sid< 'ing something. 

“Do you know, angel lady," she suddenly 
drawled in an even more soft and sugary voice, 
“do you knew, after all, I think 1 won’t kiss 
your hand?" And she laughed a little merry 
laugh. 

“As you please. What's the matter with you?" 
said Katerina Ivanovna, starting suddenly. 
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“So that you may be left to remember that 
you kissed my hand, but I didn't kiss yours.” 

There was a sudden gleam in her eyes. She 
looked with awful intentness at Katerina Ivan- 
ovna. 

“Insolent creature!” cried Katerina Ivan- 
ovna, as though suddenly grasping something. 
She flushed all over and leapt up from her 
seat. 

Grushenka too got up, but without haste. 

“So I shall tell Mitya how you kissed my 
hand, but I didn't kiss yours at all. And how 
he will laugh!” 

“Vile slut! Go away!” 

“Ah, for shame, young lady! Ah, for shame! 
That's unbecoming for you, dear young lady, 
a word like that.” 

“Go away! You’re a creature for sale!” 
screamed Katerina Ivanovna. Every feature was 
working in her utterly distorted face. 

"For sale indeed! You used to visit gentle- 
men in the dusk for money once: you brought 
your beauty for sale. You see, I knotv.” 

Katerina Ivancwna shrieked, and would have 
rushed at her, but Alyoslia held her with all 
his strength. 

“Not a step, not a word! Don’t speak, don't 
answer her. She’ll go away— she’ll go at once.” 

At that instant Katerina Ivanovna's two 
aunts ran in at her cry, and with them a maid- 
servant. All hurried to her. 

“I will go away,” said Grushenka, taking up 
her mantle from the sofa. “Alyosha, darling, 
see me home!” 

“Go away— go away, make haste!” cried Al- 
yosha, clasping his hands imploringly. 

“Dear little .\lyosha, see me home! I’ve got 
a pretty little story to tell you on the way. I 
got up this scene for your benefit, .-Myosha. 
See me home, clear, yf)u’ll be glad of it after- 
wards.” 

Alyosha turned aw^ay, wringing his hands. 
Grushenka ran out of the house, laughing 
musically. 

Katerina Ivanovna w'cnt into a fit of hys- 
terics. She sobbed, and was .shaken with con- 
vulsions. Everyone fussed round her. 

“I evarned you,” said the elder of her .uints. 
“I tried to prevent your doing this. You’re too 
impulsive, flow could you do such a thing? 
You don't know these creature.s, and they .say 
she's worse than any of them. Yc^u are too self- 
willed.” 

“She's a tigress!” yelled Katerina Ivanovna. 
“Why did you hold me, Alexey Fyodorovitch? 
I'd have beaten her— beaten her!” 


She could not control herself before Alyo- 
sha; perhaps she did not care to, indeed. 

“She ought to be flogged in public on a 
scaffold!” 

Alyosha withdrew towards the door. 

“Hut, my God!” cried Katerina Ivanovna, 
clasping her hands. “He! He! He could be so 
dishonourable, so inhuman! Why, he told that 
creature what happened on that fatal, accursed 
day! 'You brought your beauty for sale, dear 
young lady.' She knows it! Your brother’s a 
scoundrel, Alexey Fyodorovitch.” 

Alyosha wanted to say something, but he 
couldn’t find a word. His heart ached. 

“Go aw’ay, Alexey Fyodorovitch! It’s shame- 
ful, it’s awful for me! Fo-morrow, I beg you 
on my knees, come to-morrow. Don’t condemii 
me. Forgive me. I don't know wiiat I .shall do 
with myself now!” 

Alyosha walked out into the street reeling. 
He could have wept as she did. Suddenly he 
was overtaken by the maid. 

“The young lady forgot to give you this let- 
ter from Madame Holilakov; it's been left with 
us since dinner-time.” 

Alyosha took the little pink envelope me- 
chanically and put it, almost unconsciously, 
into his pocket. 

Chapter ii. Another Reputation Ruined 
It was not much more than tliree-cjuartcrs of 
a mile from the town to the imwiastciy. .\lyo- 
sha walked cjuickly along the road, at that 
hour deserted. It was almost night, and too 
dark to see anything clearly at thirtv paces 
ahead. I here were cro.ss-roads half-way. .A fig- 
ure came into sight under a solitary willcnv at 
the cross-roads. As soon as Alyosha reached the 
cross-roads tlie ligure moved out and rushed at 
him, shouting savageh: 

“Your money or sour liie!” 

“So it's you, Mitya,” cried Alyosha, in sur- 
prise. violently startlc'd however. 

“Ha ha ha! You didn’t expect me? I won- 
dered wliere to wait lor you. Hy her house? 
'\ here are tliiee ways Ironi it, and 1 might have 
missed you. At last I thought of waiting here, 
for you had to pass here, there’s no other rvay 
to the monastery. Come, tell me the truth. 
Crush me like a beetle. Hut what’s the mat- 
ter?” 

“Nothing, brother-it’s the fright you gave 
me. Oh, Dmitri! Father’s blood just now.” (Al- 
yosha began to cry, he had been on the verge 
of tears for a long time, and now something 
seemed to snap in his soul.) “You almost killed 
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him—rursecl him— and now— here— you’re mak- 
ing jokes— ‘Your money or your life!”’ 

“Well, what of that? It’s not seemly— is that 
it? Not suitable in my position?’’ 

“No-1 only *’ 

“Stay. Look at the night. You sec what a 
dark night, what clouds, what a wind has risen. 
I hid here under the willow waiting for you. 
And as God’s above. 1 suddenly thought, why 
go on in misery any longer, what is there to 
wait for? Here I have a willow, a handkerchief, 
a shirt, I can twist them into a rope in a min- 
ute, and braces besides, and why go on bur- 
dening the earth, dishonouring it w'ith my vile 
presence? And then I heard yf)u coming— Heav- 
ens, it was as though someihing flew down to 
me suddenly. So there is a man, then, whom 
I Io\c. Here he is. that man. my dear little 
brother, whom I love more than anyone in 
the world, the only one I love in the world. 
And I loved you sf) miuh, so miith at that mo- 
ment that 1 thought, ‘i'll fall on his neck at 
once.’ riien a stupid idea struck me, to have a 
joke with you and stare you. 1 shouted, like a 
fool, ‘Your inone; I’ 1 my foolery— it was 

only nonsense, and there’s nothing unseemly 
in my soul. . . . Damn it all, tell me what’s 
happened. What did she say? Strike me, (rush 
me. don’t spare me! Was she lurious? ” 

“No. not that. . . . There was nothing like 
that. Mitya. There— 1 found them both there.’’ 

“both? Whom?’’ 

“(iriisJienka at Katerina Ivanovna’s.’’ 

Dmitri was struck dumb. 

“Impossible!’’ he cried. “You’re raving! Gru- 
shenka with her?” 

Alyosha describt'd all that had happened 
from the moment he went in to Kateiina l\an- 
ovna’s. He was ten minutes telling his story. 
He can’t be said to ha\c told it llucnlly and 
(onset utively, but he seemed to make it dear, 
not omitting any word or action of signifi- 
caiuc. and vividly destribiiig, often in (»ne 
word, his own sensations. Dmitri listened in 
silence, ga/ing at him with a terrible fixed 
stare, but it was dear to Alyosha that he un- 
derstood it all, and had grasped every point. 
Kut as the story went on. his face betaine not 
merely gloomy, but menat ing. He scowled, he 
clendicd his teeth, and his hxed stare became 
still more rigid, more com entrated, niori^ terri- 
ble, W'hen suddenly, with incrt'clible rapidity, 
his wrathful, savage face changed, his tightly 
compressed lips parted, and Dmitri Fyocloro- 
vitdi broke into uncontrolled. sj)ontaneous 
laughter. He literally shook with laughter. T'or 


a long time he could not speak. 

“So she wouldn’t kiss her hand! So she 
didn’tkiss it; so she ran away!’’ he keptexdaim- 
ing with hysterical delight; insolent delight it 
might have been called, if it had not been so 
spontaneous. “So the other one called her 
tigress! And a tigress she is! So she ought to 
be flogged on a scaffold? Yes, yes, so she ought. 
That’s just wdiat I think; she ought to have 
been long ago. It’s like this, brother, let her be 
punished, but 1 must get better first. 1 under- 
stand the queen of impudence. That’s her all 
over! You saw her all over in that hand-kissing, 
the she-devil! She’s magnificent in her own line! 
So she ran home? I’ll go— ah— I’ll run to her! 
Ahosha, don’t blame me, 1 agree that hanging 
is too good lor her.’’ 

“But Katerina Ivanovna!’’ exclaimed Alyo- 
sha sorrowfully. 

“1 see her, Ujo! I see right through her, as 
I’ve never clone before! It’s a regular discovery 
of the lour continents of the world, that is, of 
tlie five! What a thing to do! That’s just like 
Katya, who was not afraid to face a coarse, un- 
mannerly officer and risk a deadly insult on a 
generous impulse to save hc^r father! But the 
pride, the recklessness, the defiance of fate, 
the unbounded defiance! You say that aunt 
tried to stop herPlliat aunt, you know, is over- 
bearing, hcrsell. She’s the sister of the general’s 
widow in Moscow, and even more stuck-up 
than she. But her husband was caught stealing 
government money. He lost everything, his 
estate and all. and the proud wife had to lower 
her cc^lours.and hasn’t raised them since. So she 
tric'd to prevent Katva, but she w’ouldn’t listen 
to her! She thinks she can overcome every- 
thing, that everything will give way to her. 
She thought she (oulcl bewdteh Grushenka if 
she liked, and she believed it herself: she plays 
a part to hersell. and whose fault is it? Do you 
think she kissed Grushenka'shand first, on pur- 
pose, with a motive? No, she really was fasci- 
naicMl by Gruslumka, that's to say, not by (iru- 
shenka, but by her own dream, her own delu- 
sion— because it was hrr dream, her delusion! 
Alvoslia, darling, how did you escape from 
them, those women? Did you pick up your cas- 
soc’t^ and run? Ha ha hal ’ 

“Brother, ym don’t seem to have ncniced 
how you’ve insulted Katerina Ivanovna by tell- 
ing (irushenka about that day. And she flung 
it in her face just now that she had gone to 
gentlemen in secret to sell her beauty! Brother, 
what c'oulcl be worse than that insult?’’ 

What worried Alyosha more than anything 
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was that, incredible as it seemed, his brother 
appeared pleased at Katerina Ivanovna’s hu- 
miliation. 

‘*Bahl” Dmitri frowned fiercely, and struck 
his forehead with his hand. He only now re- 
alised it, though Alyosha had just told him of 
the insult, and Katerina Ivanovna's cry: “Your 
brother is a scoundrel 1“ 

“Yes, perhaps. I really did tell Grushenka 
about that 'fatal day,’ as Katya calls it. Yes, 
I did tell her, I rcmemberl It was that time at 
Mokroe. I was drunk, the gypsies were singing. 
. . . But I was sobbing. I was sobbing then, 
kneeling and praying to Katya’s image, and 
Grushenka understood it. She understood it 
all then. I remember, she cried herself. . . . 
Damn it all! But it’s bound to be so now. . . . 
Then she cried, but now 'the dagger in the 
heart'! I'hat’s how* women are.’’ 

He looked down and sank into thought. 

“Yes, I am a scoundrel, a thorough scoun- 
drel!’’ he said suddenly, in a gloomy voice. ''It 
doesn’t matter whether I cried or not, I'm a 
scoundrel! Tell her I accept the name, if that’s 
any comfort. Come, that’s enough. G<M)d-bye. 
It’s no use talking! It’s not amusing. You go 
your way and I mine. And I don’t want to see 
you again except as a last resource. Gcx>d-bye, 
Alexey!’* 

He w’armly pressed Alyosha’s hand, and still 
looking down, without raising his head, as 
though tearing himself away, turned rapidly 
towards the town. 

Alyosha looked after him, unable to belieye 
he w'ould go aw'ay so abruptly. 

“Stay, Alexey, one iiu^re confession to you 
alone!’’ cried Dmitri, suddenly turning back. 
“Lfx)k at me. Look at me well. You see here, 
here— there’s terrible disgrace in store for me.’’ 
(As he said “here,” Dmitri struck his chest 
with his fist with a strange air, as though the 
dishonour lay precisely on his chest, in some 
spot, in a pocket, perhaps, or hanging round 
his neck.) “You know me now, a scoundrel, an 
avow*ed scoundrel, but let me tell you that 
I’ve never done anything before and never 
shall again, anydiing that can compare in 
baseness with tlie dishonour which I bc.ir now 
at this very minute on my breast, here, here, 
which will come to pass, though I’m perfectly 
free to stop it. 1 can stop it or carry it through, 
note that. Well, let me tell you, I shall can-y it 
through. I .shan’t stop it. I told you everything 
just now, but 1 didn’t tell you this, because 
even I had not brass enough for it. I can still 
pull up; if I do, 1 can give back the full half 


of my lost honour to-morrow. But I shan’t pull 
up. I shall carry out my base plan, and you 
can bear witne.ss that I told you so beforehand. 
Darkness and destruction! No need to explain. 
You’ll find out in due time. The filthy back- 
alley and the she-devil. Good-bye. Don’t pray 
for me. I’m not worth it. And there’s no need, 
no need at all. ... I don’t need it! Away!” 

And he suddenly retreated, this time finally. 
Alyosha went towards the monastery. 

“What? I shall never sec him again! What 
is he saying?” he wondered wildly. “Why, 1 
shall certainly see him to-morrow. I shall look 
him up. I shall make a point of it. What does 
he mean?” 

He went round the monastery, and crossed 
the pine-wood to the hermitage. The door was 
opened to him, though no one was admitted 
at that hour. There was a tremor in his heart 
as he went into Father Zossima’s cell. 

“Why, why, had he gone birth? Why had he 
sent him into the world? Here was peace. Here 
was holiness. But there was confusion, there 
w*as darkness in which one lost one’s way and 
w'cnt astray at once. . . .” 

In the cell he found the novice Porfiry and 
Father Paissy, who came eveiy hour to incpiire 
after Father Zossima. Alyosha learnt with alarm 
that he was getting worse and worse. Even his 
usual discourse with the brothers could not 
take place that day. As a rule every evening 
after sci^ice the monks flocked into Father 
Zossima’s cell, and all confessed aloud their 
sins of the day, their sinful thoughts and 
temptations; even their disputes, if there had 
been any. Some confessed kneeling. The elder 
absolved, reconciled, exhorted, imposed pen- 
ance, blessed, and dismissed them. It was 
against this general “confession” that the op- 
ponentsof “elders” protested, maintaining that 
it was a profanation of the sacrament of con- 
fession, almost a sacrilege, though this was 
quite a different thing. They even represented 
to the diocesan authorities that such confes- 
sions attained no good object, but actually to 
a large extent led to sin and temptation. Many 
of the brothers disliked going to the elder, ancl 
w*cnt against their own will because everyone 
went, and for fear they should be accused of 
pride and rebellious ideas. Pco}?lc said that 
some of the monks agreed befordiand, saying, 
“I’ll confess I lost my temper tvith you this 
morning, and you confirm it,” simply in order 
to have something to say. Alyosha knew that 
this actually happened sometimes. He knew, 
too, that there were among the monks some 
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who deeply resented the fact that letters from 
relations were habitually taken to the elder, 
to be opened and read by him before those to 
whom they were addressed. 

It was assumed, of course, that all this was 
done freely, and in good faith, by way of volun- 
tary submission and salutary guidance. Ilut, in 
fact, there was sometimes no little insincerity, 
and much that was false and strained in this 
practice. Yet the older and more experienced 
of the monks adhered to their opinion, arguing 
that “for those who have come within these 
walls sincerely seeking salvation, such obedi- 
ence and sacrifice will certainly be salutary 
and of great benefit; those, on the other hand, 
who find it irksome, and repine, are no true 
monks, and have made a mistake in entering 
the monastery— their proper place is in the 
world. Even in the temple one cannot be safe 
from sin and the devil. So it was no good tak- 
ing it too much into account.” 

“He is weaker, a drowsiness has come over 
him,” Father Pai'ssy wliispered to Alyosha, as 
he bl(\ssed him. “It’s difficult to rouse him. And 
lie must not be lous -d. He waked up for five 
minutes, sent his blessing to the brothers, and 
begged their prayers for him at night. He in- 
tcntls to take the sacrament again in the morn- 
ing. He remembered you, Alexey. He asked 
whether you had gone away, and was told that 
you were in the town. ‘1 l)lessed him for that 
work.' he said, 'his plate is there, not liere, for 
awhiIc."rhosew"fTe lus words a bout )ou. Hcrc- 
membercxl you lovingly, with anxiety; do you 
understand how he honoured you? Uut how is 
it that he has decided that you shall spend some 
time in the world? He must have foreseen 
somethiiiginyourdestiny! Understand, Alexey, 
that if you return to the world, it must be to do 
the duty laid upon you by your elder, and not 
for frivolous vanity and worldly pleasures.” 

Father Pai’ssy went out. Alyosha had no 
doubt that Father Zossima w'as dying, though 
he might live another day or two. Alyosha 
firmly and ardently resolved that in spite of his 
promises to his father, the Hohlakovs, and 
Katerina Ivanovna, he would not leave the 
monastery next day, but would remain with 
his elder to the end. His heart glowed with 
love, and he reproached himsell bitterly for 
having been able for one instant to forget him 
whom he had left in the monastery f>n his 
deathbed, and whom he honoured above every- 
one in the world. He w^ent into Father Zossi- 
ma’s bedroom, knelt down, and bowed to the 
ground before the elder, who slept quietly 
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without stirring, with regular, hardly audible 
breathing and a peaceful face. 

Alyosha returned to the other room, where 
Father Zossima had received his guests in the 
morning. Taking off his boots, he lay down on 
the hard, narrow, leathern sofa, which he had 
long used as a bed, bringing nothing but a 
pillow. The mattre.ss, about which his father 
had shouted to him that morning, he had long 
forgotten to lie on. He took off his cassock, 
which he used as a covering. But before going 
to bed, he fell on his knees and prayed a long 
time. In his fervent prayer he did not beseech 
God to lighten his clarkness but only thirsted 
for the joyous emotion, which always visited 
his soul after the praise and adoration, of which 
his evening prayer usually consisted. That joy 
always brought him light untroubled sleep. 
As he was praying, he suddenly felt in his 
pocket the little pink note the servant had 
handed him as he left Katerina Ivanovna's. 
He was disturbed, but finished his prayer. 
Then, after some hesitation, he opened the 
envelope. In it was a letter to him, signed by 
Lise, the young daughter of Madame Hohla- 
kov, who had laughed at him before the elder 
in the morning. 

“Alexey Fyodorovitch.” she wrote, "I am writ- 
ing to you without anyone's knowledge, even 
mamma’s, and I know how wrong it is. But I 
c annot live without telling you the feeling that 
has sprung up in my heart, and this no one but 
us two must know for a time. But how am I 
to say what I want so much to tell you? Paper, 
they say, does not blush, but I assure you it's 
not true and that it's blushing just as I am 
now. all over. Dear Alyosha, I Ic^vc you, I've 
loved you from my childhood, since our Mos- 
cow da\s, when you were very different from 
what you are now, and I shall love you all my 
life. My heart has chosen you, to unite our 
lives, and pass tliem together till our old age. 
Of course, on condition that you will leave the 
monastery. As for our age we will wait for the 
time fixed by the law. By that time I shall cer- 
tainly be quite strong, 1 shall be walking and 
dancing. Thcic can be no doubt of that. 

“You sec how I’ve tliought of everything. 
Th re's only one thing 1 can't imagine: what 
you’ll think of me when you read this. I'm al- 
ways laughing and being naughty. I made you 
angry this morning, but I assure you before I 
look up my pen, I prayed before the Image 
of the Mother of God, and now I'm praying, 
and almost crying. 

“My secret is in your hands. When you come 
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to-morrow, I don’t know how I shall look at 
you. Ah, Alexey Fyodorovitrh, what if I can’t 
restrain myself like a silly and laugh when I 
look at you as I did to-day. You’ll think I'm 
a nasty girl making fun of you, and you won’t 
believe my letter. And so 1 beg you, dear one, 
if you’ve any pity for me, when you come to- 
morrow, don't look me straight in the face, 
for if I meet your eyes, it will be sure to make 
me laugh, especially as you'll be in that long 
gown. I feel cold all over when I think of it, 
so when you come, don't look at me at all for 

a time, look at mamma or at the window 

"Here I've written you a love-letter. Oh, 
dear, what have I done? Alyosha, don’t despise 
me, and if I've donesomething verv horrid and 
wounded you, forgive me. Now the secret of 
my reputation, ruined perhaps for ever, is in 
your hands. 


“I sliall certainly cry to-day. Good-bye till 
our meeting, our awpil mceting.-LisE. 

"P.S.-Alyoshal You must, must, must cornel 
-Lise.’’ 

Alyo.sha read the note in amazement, read 
it through twice, thought a little, and sudden- 
ly laughed a soft, sweet laugh. Heslarted. That 
laugh seemed to him sinful. But a minute later 
he laughed again just as softly and happily. 
He slowly replaced the note in the envelope, 
cro.ssed himself and lay down. The agitation 
in his heart passed at once. "Cod, have mercy 
upon all of them, have all these unhappy and 
turbulent souls in Thy keeping, and set them 
in the right path. All ways are Thine. Save 
them according to Thy wisdom. 'I'liou art 
love. Thou wilt send joy to all!" Alyosha mur- 
mured, crossing himself, and fallinginto peace- 
ful sleep. 



PART II 

BOOK IV 

Lacerations 


Chapter /. Father Ferapont 

A LYOSHA was Tousccl carly, before day- 
break. Father Zossiina woke up feeling 
Jl very weak, though he wanted to get out 
of bed and sit up in a chair. Ilis mind was 
quite clear: his face looked very tired, yet 
bright and almost joyful. It wore an expres- 
sion ol gaiety, kindness and cordiality. “^lay- 
be 1 shall not live through the coming day,’* 
he said to Alyosha. I hen he desired to confess 
and take the saciaiiu iii atorue. llealways con- 
fessed to Father Paissy. After taking the com- 
munion, the service of extreme unction fol- 
lowed. The monks assembled and the cell was 
gradually filled up by the iiirnatcs ol the her- 
mitage. iNfeaniime it was dayliglit. People be- 
gan coming from the monastery. Alter the 
service was over the elder dcsirecl to kiss and 
take leave ol everyone. As the cell was so small 
the earlier visitors withdrew to make room lor 
others. Alyoslia stood bedside (he elder, who was 
seated again in his arm-chair. He talked as 
much as he could. 1 hough his voice was weak, 
it was fairly steady. 

“Tve been teaching you .so many years, and 
therefore I’ve been talking aloud so many 
years, that I’ve got into the habit of talking, 
and somudiso that it’s almost more difhcult lor 
me to hold my tongue than to talk, even now, in 
spite of my weakness, dear Fathers and broth- 
ers,” he jested, looking with emotion at the 
group round him. 

Alyosha remembered afterwards .something 
of what he said to them. Hut though he 
spoke out distinctly and his voice was fairly 
steady, his speecii was somewhat discon- 
nected. He spoke of many things, he seemed 
anxious before the moment of death to 
say everything he Iiad not said in his life, and 
not simply for the sake of instructing them, 
but as though thirsting to share with all 
men and all creation his joy and ecstasy, and 


once more in his life to open his whole heart. 

“Love one another, Fathers,” said Father 
Zossima, as far as Alyosha could remember 
afterwards. “Love God’s people. Because we 
have come here and shut ourselves within these 
walls, we are no holier than those that are out- 
side, but on the contrary, from the very fact 
of coining here, each of us hasconfessed to him- 
self that he is worse than others, than all men 
on carih. . . . And the longer the monk lives in 
his seclusion, the more keenly he must recog- 
nise that. Else he would have had no reason 
to come here. When he realises that he is not 
only worse than others, but that he is responsi- 
ble to all men for all and everything, for all 
human sins, national and individual, only 
then the aim of our seclusion is attained. For 
know, dear ones, that every one of us is un- 
doubtedly responsible for all men and every- 
thing on earth, not merely through the gen- 
eral sinfulness of creation, but each one per- 
sonally lor all mankind and every indi vicinal 
man. This knem ledge is the crown of life for 
the monk and for (very man. For monks are 
not a special sort of men, but only what all 
men ought to he. Only through that knowl- 
edge, our heart grows soft with infinite, uni- 
versal. inexJiaustiblc love. Then every one of 
you will have the power to win over the whole 
world by love and to wash away the sins of the 
world with your o^*ars. . . . Each of you keep 
watch over vour heart and confess your sins to 
yourself unceasingly. Be nc^t afraid of your 
sins, even when perceiving them, if onlv there 
be penitence, but make no conditions with 
G mI. Again, 1 say, be not proud. Be proud 
neither to the little nor to the great. Hate not 
those who reject you. who insult you. who a- 
buse and slander you. Hate not the atheists, 
the teachers of evil, the materialists—and I 
mean not only the gexxi ones— for there are 
many good ones among them; especially in our 
day— hate not even tlie wicked ones. Kemem- 
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her them in your prayers thus: Save. O Lord, 
all those who have none to pray for them, save 
too all those who will not pray. And add: it is 
not in pride that I make this prayer, O Lord, 
for 1 am lower than all men. . . . Love God's 
people, let not strangers draw away the flock, 
for if you slumber in your sloth fulness and 
disdainful pride, or worse still, in covetous- 
ness, they wdll come from all sides and draw 
away your flock. Expound the Gospel to the 
people unceasingly ... be not extortionate. 
. . . Do not love gold and silver, do not hoard 
them. . . . Have faith. Cling to the banner and 
raise it on high.” 

But the elder spoke more disconnectedly 
than Alyosha reported his words afterwards. 
Sometimes he broke off altogether, as though 
to take breath and recover his strength, but he 
was in a sort of ecstasy. They heard him with 
emotion, though many wondered at his words 
and found them obscure. . . . Afterwards all 
remembered those words. 

When Alyosha happened for a moment to 
leave the cell, he was struck by the general ex- 
citement and suspense in the monks who were 
crowding about it. This anticipation showed 
itself in some by anxiety, in others by devout 
solemnity. All were expecting that some mar- 
vel w'ould happen immediately after the elder's 
death. Their suspense was, from one point of 
view, almost frivolous, but even the most aus- 
tere of the monks were affected by it. Father 
Paissy's face looked the gravest of all. 

Alyosha was mysteriously summoned by ^ 
monk to see Rakitin, who had arrived from 
totvn with a singular letter for him from Ma- 
dame Hohlakov. In it she informed Alyosha of 
a strange and very opportune incident. It ap- 
peared that among the women who had come 
on the previous day to receive Father Zossima’s 
blessing, there had been an old woman from the 
town, a sergeant's widow, called Prohorovna. 
She had inquired whether she might pray for 
the rest of the soul of her son, Vassenka, who 
had gone to Irkutsk, and had sent her no news 
for over a year. To which Father Zo.s$ima had 
answered sternly, forbidding her to do so, and 
saying that to pray for the living as though they 
were dead was a kind of sorcery. He afterwards 
forgave her on account of her ignorance, and 
added, "as though reading the book of the fu- 
ture” (this was Madame Hohlakov’s expres- 
sion). words of comfort: "that her son Vassya 
was certainly alive and he would either come 
himself very shortly or send a letter, and that 
she was to go home and expect him.” And 


“Would you believe it?” exclaimed Madame 
Hohlakov enthusiastically, “the prophecy has 
been fulfilled literally indeed, and more than 
that.” Scarcely had the old woman reached 
home w'hen they gave her a letter from Siberia 
which had been awaiting her. But that was not 
all; in the letter written on the road from Eka- 
tcrinenburg, Vassya informed his mother that 
he was returning to Russia with an official, 
and that three weeks after her receiving the 
letter he hoped "to embrace his mother.” 

Madame Hohlakov warmly entreated Alyo- 
sha to report this new "miracle of prediction” 
to the Superior and all the brotherhood. "All, 
all, ought to know of it!” she concluded. The 
letter had been written in haste, the excite- 
ment of the writer was apparent in every line 
of it. But Alyosha had no need to tell the 
monks, for all knew of it already. Rakitin had 
commissioned the monk who brought his mes- 
sage "to inform most respectfully his reverence 
Father Paissy, that he, Rakitin, has a matter 
to speak of with him, of such gravity that he 
dare not defer it for a moment, and humbly 
begs forgiveness for his presumption.” As the 
monk had given the message to Father Paissy 
before that to Alyosha, the latter found after 
reading the letter, there was nothing left for 
him to do but to hand it to Fathei Paissy in 
confirmation of the story. 

And even that austere and cautious man. 
though he frowned as he read il^e news of the 
"miracle,” could not completely restrain some 
inner emotion. His eyes gleamed, and a grave 
and solemn smile came into his lif)s. 

"We shall sec greater things!” broke from 
him. 

"Wc shall see greater things, greater things 
yet!” the monks around repeated. 

But Father Paissy, fiowning again, begged 
all of them, at least for a time, not to speak of 
the matter "till it be more fully confirmed, see- 
ing there is so much credulity among those of 
this world, and indeed this might well have 
chanced naturally,” he added, prudently, as it 
were to satisfy his conscience, though scarcely 
believing his own disavowal, a fact his listen- 
ers very clearly perceived. 

Within the hour the "miracle” was of course 
known to the whole monastery, and many visi- 
tors who had come for the mass. Noone seemed 
more impressed by it than the monk w'ho had 
come die day before from St. Sylvester, from 
the little monastery of Obdorsk in the far 
North. It was he who had been standing near 
Madame Hohlakov the previous day and had 
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asked Father Zossima earnestly, referring to 
the “healing’* of the lady’s daughter, “How 
can you presume to do such things?’’ 

He was now somewhat puzzled and did not 
know whom to believe. The evening before he 
had visited Father Ferapont in his cell apart, 
behind the apiary, and had been greatly im- 
pressed and overawed by the visit. This Father 
Ferapont was that aged monk so devout in 
fasting and observing silence who has been 
mentioned already, as antagonistic to Father 
Zossima and the whole institution of “elders," 
which he regarded as a pernicious and frivo- 
lous innovation. He was a very formidable op- 
ponent, although from his practice of silence 
he scarcely spoke a word to anyone. What 
made him formidable was that a number of 
monks fully shared his feeling, and many of 
the visitors looked upon him as a great saint 
and ascetic, although they had no doubt that 
he was crazy. But it was just his craziness at- 
tracted them. 

Father Ferapont never went to see the elder. 
Though he lived in the hermitage they did not 
worry him to keen it i^^gulations, ancl this too 
because he behaved as though he were crazy. 
He W'as seventy- five or more, and he lived in a 
corner beyond the apiary in an old decaying 
wooden cell which had been built long ago 
for another great ascetic , Father Iona, who had 
lived to be a hundred and five, and of whose 
saintly doings many curious stories were still 
extant in the monastery and the neighbour- 
hood. 

Father Ferapont had succeeded in getting 
himself installed in this same solitary cell se\en 
years previously. It was simply a peasant’s hut, 
though it looked like a chapel, for it contained 
an extraordinary number of ikons with lamps 
perpetually burning before them— which men 
brought to the monastery as offerings to God. 
Father Ferapont had been appointed to look 
after them and keep the lamps burning. It was 
said (ancl indeed it was true) that he ate c^nly 
two pounds of bread in three days. The bee- 
keeper, who lived close by the apiary, used to 
bring him the bread every three clays, and even 
to this man who waited upon him. Father 
Ferapont rarely uttered a word. 'Fhe four 
pounds of bread, together wdth the sacrament 
bread, regularly sent him on Sundays after the 
late mass by the Father Superior, made up 
his weekly rations. The water in his jug was 
changed every day. He rarely appeared at 
mass. Visitors who came to do him homage saw 
him sometimes kneeling all day long at prayer 


without looking round. If he addressed them, 
he was brief, abrupt, strange, and almost al- 
ways rude. On very rare occasions, however, 
he would talk to visitors, but for the most part 
he would utter some one strange saying which 
was a complete riddle, and no entreaties would 
induce him to pronounce a word in explana- 
tion. He was not a priest, but a simple monk. 
There was a strange belief, chiefly, however, 
among the most ignorant, that Father Fera- 
pont had communication with heavenly spirits 
and would only converse with them, and so 
was silent with men. 

The monk from Obdorsk, having been di- 
rected to the apiary by the beekeeper, who was 
also a very silent and surly monk, went to the 
corner where Father Ferapont’s cell stood. 
“Maybe he will speak as you are a stranger and 
maybe you’ll get nothing out of him," the bee- 
keeper had warned him. I'he monk, as he re- 
lated afterwards, approached in the utmost ap- 
prehension. It w’tts rather late in the evening. 
Father Ferapont was sitting at the door of his 
cell on a low bencli. A huge old elm was lightly 
rustling overhead. There was an evening fresh- 
ness in the air. The monk from Obdorsk bowed 
down before the saint and asked his blessing. 

“Do you want me to bow down to you, 
monk?’’ said Father Ferapont. “Get up!" 

The monk got up. 

“Blessing, be blessed! Sit beside me. Where 
have you come from?" 

What most struck the poor monk was the 
fact that in spite of his strict fasting and great 
age. Father Ferapont still looked a vigorous 
old man. He was tall, held himself erect, and 
had a thin, but fresh and healthy face. There 
was no doubt hestill had considerable strength. 
He was of athletic build. In spite of his great 
age he was not even quite grey, and still had 
very thick hair and a full beard, both of which 
had once been black. His eyes were grey, large 
ancl luminous, but strikingly prominent. He 
spoke with a broad accent. He was dressed in a 
peasant’s long reddish coat of coarse convict 
cloth (as it used to be called) and had a stout 
rope round his waist. His throat and chest were 
bare. Beneath his coat, his shirt of the coarsest 
linen showc'd almost black w'ith dirt, not hav- 
ing been changed for months. They said that 
he wore irons weighing thirtv pounds under 
his coat. His stockinglcss feet were thrust in 
old slippers almost dropping to pieces. 

“From the little Obdorsk monastery, from 
St. Sylvester,’’ the monk aiWwered humbly, 
whilst his keen and inquisitive, but rather 



The Brothers Karamazov 


86 

frightened little eyes kept watch on the hermit. 

“I have been at your Sylvester’s. I used to 
stay there. Is Sylvester well?” 

The monk hesitated. 

“You are a senseless lot! How do you keep 
the fasts?” 

”Our dietary is according to the ancient con- 
ventual rules. During Lent there are no meals 
provided for Monday. Wednesday, and Fri- 
day. For Tuesday and Thursday we have white 
bread, stewed fruit with honey, ivild l)erries, 
or salt cabbage and wholemeal stirabout. On 
Saturday white tabbage soup, noodles with 
peas, kasha, all with hemp oil. On weekdays 
we have dried fish and kasha wdtii the cabbage 
soup. From Monday till Saturday evening, six 
whole days in Holy Week, nothing is (ooked. 
and we have only bread and water, and tliat 
sparingly; if possible not taking food every 
day, just the same as is ordered for first week 
in Lent. On Good Friday nothing is eaten. In 
the same way on the Saturday we have to fast 
till three o’clock, and then take a little bread 
and water and drink a single cup ol wine. On 
Holy Thursday we drink wine and have some- 
thing cooked without oil or not cooked at all, 
inasmuch as the Laodicean council hns down 
for Holy Thursday: ‘‘It is unseemly by remit- 
ting the fast on the Holy Thursday to dishon- 
our the whole of Lent!” This is how we keep 
the fast. But what is that compared with you, 
holy Father,” added the monk, growing more 
confident, ”for all the year round, even at 
Easter, you take nothing but bread and water, 
and what we should eat in two days lasts you 
full seven. It's truly marvellous— your great ab- 
stinence.” 

“And mushrooms?” asked Father Ferapont, 
suddenly. 

“Mushrooms?” repeated the surprised monk. 

“Yes. 1 can give up their bread, not needing 
it at all, and go away into the forest and live 
there on the mushrooms or the berries, but 
they can’t give up their bread here, wherefore 
they are in bondage to the devil. Nowadays the 
unclean deny that there is need of such fast- 
ing. Haughty and undeaTi is their judgment.” 

“Och, true,” sighed the monk. 

“And have you seen devils among them?” 
asked Ferapont. 

“Among them? Among whom?” asked the 
monk, timidly. 

“I went to the Father Superior on Trinity 
Sunday last year, 1 haven't been since. I saw a 
devil sitting on one man's chest hiding under 
his cassock, only his horns poked out; another 


had one peeping out of his pocket with such 
sharp eyes, he was afraid of me; another set- 
tled in the unclean belly of one, another was 
hanging round a man’s neck, and so he was 
carrying him about without seeing him.” 

“You— tan see spirits?” the monk inc|uired. 

“I tell you I can see, 1 can see through them. 
When I was coming out from the Superior’s I 
saw one hiding from me behind the door, and 
a big one, a yard and a half or more high, with 
a thick long grey tail, and the tip of his tail 
was in the crack of the door and I w’as quick 
and slammed the door, pinching his tail in it. 
He squealed and began to struggle, and I made 
the sign of the cross over him three times. And 
he died on the spot like a crushed spider. He 
must have rotted there in the corner and be 
stinking, but they don’t sec, they don’t smell 
it. It’s a year since I have been there. 1 reveal 
it to you. as you arc a strangci.” 

“Your words are terrible! But, holy and 
blessed Father,” said the monk, growing bolder 
and bolder, “is it true, as they noise abroad 
e\en to distant lands about you, that you arc 
in ctm tinual (onmiunication w'ith the Holy 
Ghost?” 

“He docs fly dow'ii at times.” 

“flow does be fly down? in what form?” 

“As a bird.” 

“ Fhe Holy Cihost in the form of a dove?” 

“There’s the Holy (Miost and there’s the 
Holy Spirit. 'The Holy Spirij;^tan appear as 
other birds— sometimes as a sw allow, sometimes 
a goldfinch and sometimes as a blue-til.” 

“How do you know him from an ordinary 
tit?” 

“fie speaks.” 

“How does he speak, in what language?” 

“Human language.” 

“And what does he tell you?” 

“Why, to-day he told me that a fool would 
visit me and would ask me unseemly questions. 
You want to know too much, monk.” 

“ Ferrible arc your words, most holy and 
blessed Father,” the monk shook his head. But 
there was a doubtful look in his frightened lit- 
tle eyes. 

“Do you see this tree?” asked Father Fera- 
pont, after a pause. 

“I do, blessed Father.” 

“You think it’s an elm, but for me it has an- 
other shape.” 

“What sort of shape?” inquired the monk, 
after a pause ot vain expectation. 

“It happens at night. You sec those two 
branches? In the night it is Christ holding out 
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His arms to me and seeking me with those 
arms, I see it clearly and tremble. It's terrible, 
terriblel'* 

“What is there terrible if it's Christ Him- 
self?" 

“Why, He’ll snatch me up and carry me 
away." 

“Alive?" 

“In the spirit and glory of Elijah, haven't 
you heard? He will take me in His arms and 
bear me away." 

Though the monk returned to the cell he 
was sharing with one of the brothers, in con- 
siderable perplexity of mind, he still cherished 
at heart a greater reverence for Father Fera- 
pont than for Father Zossirna. He was strongly 
in favour of fasting, and it was not strange 
that one who kept so rigid a fast as Father 
Ferapont should “see marvels." Ilis words 
seemed certainly queer, but God only could 
tell what was hidden in those words, and were 
not worse words and acts commonly seen in 
those who have sacrificed their intellects for 
the glory of God? The pinching of the devil's 
tail he was ready " uger to believe, and not 
only in the figurative sense. Besides he had, 
before visiting the monastery, a strong preju- 
dice against the institution of “elders," which 
he only knew of by hearsay and believed to be 
a pernicious innovation. Before he had been 
long at the monastery, he had detected the 
secret murmurings of some shallow brothers 
who disliked the institution. He was, besides, a 
meddlesome, inquisitive man, who poked his 
nose into everything. This was why the news 
of the fresh “miracle" performed by Father 
Zossirna reduced him to extreme perplexity. 
Alyosha remembered afterwards how their in- 
quisitive guest from Obdorsk had been con- 
tinually flitting to and fro from one group to 
another, listening and asking questions among 
tlie monks that were trowdiiig within and 
without the elder's cell. But he did not pay 
niiuh attention to him at the time, and only 
recollected it afterwards. 

He had no thought to spare for it indeed, 
for when Father Zossirna, feeling tired again, 
had gone back to bed, he thought of Alyosha 
as he w'as closing his eyes, and sent for him. 
Alyosha ran at once. There was no one else in 
the cell but Father Pai'ssy, Father Iosif, and 
the novice Porfiry. The elder, opening his 
weary eyes and looking intently at Alyosha, 
asked him suddenly: 

“Are your people expecting you, my son?” 

Alyosha hesitated. 


“Haven't they need of you? Didn’t you 
promise someone yesterday to see them to- 
day?" 

“I did promise— to my father— my brothers 
—others too." 

“You see, you must go. Don’t grieve. Be sure 
I shall not die without your being by to hear 
my last word. To you I will say that word, my 
son, it will be my last gift to you. To you, dear 
son, because you love me. But now go to keep 
your promise." 

Alyosha immediately obeyed, though it was 
hard to go. But the promise that he should 
hear his last word on earth, that it should be 
the last gift to him, Alyosha, sent a thrill of 
rapture through his soul. He made haste that 
he might finish what he had to do in the town 
and return quickly. Father Paissy, too, uttered 
some words of exhortation which moved and 
surprised him greatly. He spoke as they left 
the cell together. 

“Remember, young man, unceasingly.’’ Fa- 
ther Paissy began, without preface, "that the 
science of this world, which has become a great 
power, has, especially in the last century, ana- 
lysed eveiything divine handed down to us in 
the holy books. After this cruel analysis the 
learned of this world have nothing left of all 
that was sacred of old. But they have only ana- 
lysed the parts and overlooked the w'hole, and 
incked their blindness is marvellous. Yet the 
whole still stands steadfast before their eyes, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it. Has it not lasted nineteen centuries, is it not 
still a living, a moving power in the individual 
soul and in the masses of people? It is still as 
strong and living even in the souls of atheists, 
who have destroyed everything! For even those 
who ha\c renounced Chrisiianity and attack 
it, in their inmost being still follow the Chris- 
tian ideal, for hitherto neither their subtlety 
nor the ardour of their hearts has been able to 
create a higher ideal of man and of virtue than 
the ideal given by Christ of old. When it has 
been attempted, the result has been onh gro- 
tesejue. Remember this especially, young man, 
since you are being sent into the world by your 
departing elder. Maybe, remembering this 
great day, you will not forget my words, uttered 
from the heart for your guidance, seeing you 
are young, and the temptations of the world 
are great and beyond your strength to endure. 
Well, now go, my orphan." 

With these words Father Paissy blessed him. 
As Alyosha left the monastery and thought 
them over, he suddenly realised that he had 
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met a new and unexpected friend, a warmly 
loving teacher, in this austere monk who had 
hitherto treated him sternly. It was as though 
Father Zossima had bequeathed him to him 
at his death, and *'perhaps that’s just what had 
passed between them,” Alyosha thought sud- 
denly. The philosophic reflections he had just 
heard so unexpectedly testified to the warmth 
of Father Paissy’s heart. He was in haste to 
arm the boy’s mind for conflict with tempta- 
tion and to guard the young soul left in his 
charge with the strongest defence he could 
imagine. 

Chapter 2 , At His Father's 
First of all, Alyosha went to his father. On the 
way he remembered that his father had in- 
sisted the day before that he should come with- 
out his brother Ivan seeing him. “Why so?” 
Alyosha wondered suddenly. “Even if my fa- 
ther has something to say to me alone, why 
should 1 go in unseen? Most likely in his ex- 
citement yesterday he meant to say something 
different,” he decided. Yet he was very glad 
when Marfa Ignatyevna, who opened the gar- 
den gate to him (Grigory, it appeared, was ill 
in bed in the lodge), told him in answer to his 
question that Ivan Fyodorovitch had gone out 
two hours ago. 

“And my father?” 

“He is up, taking his coffee,*" Marfa an- 
swered somewhat drily. 

Alyosha went in. The old man was sitting 
alone at the table wearing slippers and a little 
old overcoat. He was amusing himself by look- 
ing through some accounts, rather inatten- 
tively however. He was quite alone in the 
house, for Smerdyakov too had gone out mar- 
keting. Though he had got up early and was 
trying to put a bold face on it, he looked tired 
and weak. His forehead, upon which huge 
purple bruises had come out during the night, 
was bandaged with a red handkerchief; his 
nose too was swollen terribly in the night, and 
some smaller bruises covered it in pau hes, giv- 
ing his whole face a peculiarly spiteful and 
irritable look. The old man was aware of this, 
and turned a hostile glance on Alyosha as he 
came in. 

“The coffee is cold,” he cried harshly; “I 
won't offer you any. I've ordered nothing but 
a Lenten fish soup to-day, and I don’t Invite 
anyone to share it. Why have you come?” 

“To find out how you are,” said Alyosha. 

“Yes. Besides, 1 told you to come yesterday. 
It’s all of no consequence. You need not have 


troubled. But 1 knew you’d come poking in 
directly.” 

He said this with almost hostile feeling. At 
the same time he got up and looked anxiously 
in the looking-glass (perhaps for the fortieth 
time that morning) at his nose. He began, too, 
binding his red handkerchief more becom- 
ingly on his forehead. 

“Red’s better. It’s just like the hospital in a 
white one,” he observed sententiously. “Well, 
how are things over there? How is your elder?” 

“He is very bad; he may die to-day,” an- 
swered Alyosha. But his father had not lis- 
tened, and had forgotten his own question at 
once. 

“Ivan’s gone out,” he said suddenly. “He is 
doing his utmost to carry off Mitya’s be- 
trothed. That's what he is staying here for,” 
he added maliciously, and, twisting his mouth, 
looked at Alyosha. 

“Surely he did not tell you so?” asked Alyo- 
sha. 

“Yes. he did, long ago. Would you believe 
it. he told me three weeks ago? You don’t sup- 
pose he too came to murder me, do you? He 
must have had some object in coining.” 

“What do you mean? Why do you say such 
things?” said AlyoSlia, troubled. 

“He doesn’t ask for money, it’s true, but yet 
he won’t get a farthing from me. I intend liv- 
ing as long as possible, you may as well know, 
my dear Alexey Fyodorovitcli^and so I need 
every farthing, and the longer I live, the more 
I shall need it,” he continued, pacing from one 
corner of the room to the other, keeping his 
hands in the pockets of his loose greasy over- 
coat made of yellow cotton material. “I can 
still pass for a man at five and fifty, but I want 
to pass for one for another tw'enty years. As I 
get older, yon know, I shan’t be a pretty ob- 
ject. The wenches won’t come to me of their 
own accord, so I shall want my money. So I 
am saving up more and more, simply for my- 
self, my dear son Alexey Fyodorovitch. You 
may as well know. For I mean to go on in my 
sins to the end, let me tell you. For sin is sweet; 
ail abuse it, but all men live in it, only others 
do it on the sly, and I openly. And so all the 
other sinners fall upon me for being so simple. 
And your paradise, Alexey Fypdorovitch, is 
not to my taste, let me tell you ' that; and it’s 
not the proper place for a gentleman, your 
paradise, even if it exists. I believe that 1 fall 
asleep and don’t wake up again, and that’s all. 
You can pray for my soul if you like. And if 
you don’t want to, don’t, damn youl That’s my 
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philosophy. Ivan talked well here yesterday, 
though we were all drunk. Ivan is a conceited 
coxcomb, but he has no particular learning . . . 
nor education either. He sits silent and smiles 
at one without speaking—that's what pulls him 
through.” 

Alyosha listened to him in silence. 

“Why won’t he talk to me? If he does speak, 
he gives himself airs. Your Ivan is a scoundrel! 
And ril marry Grushenka in a minute if I 
want to. For if you’ve money, Alexey Fyodoro- 
vitch, you have only to want a thing and you 
can have it. That’s what Ivan is afraid of. he is 
on the watch to prevent me getting married 
and that's why he is egging on Mitya to marry 
Grushenka himself. He hopes to keep me from 
Grushenka by that (as though I should leave 
him my money if I don’t marry her!). Besides 
if Mitya marries Grushenka. Ivan will carry 
off his rich betrothed, that’s what he’s reckon- 
ing on! He is a scoundrel, your Ivan!” 

“How cross you are! It’s because of yester- 
day; you had better lie down,” said Alyosha. 

“There! you sav th'^f.”the old man observed 
suddenly, as though it had struck him for the 
first time, “and I am not angry with you. But 
if Ivan said it, I should be angry with him. 
It is only with you I have good moments, else 
you know I am an ill-natured man.” 

“You are not ill-natured, but distorted,” 
said Alyosha with a smile. 

“Listen. I meant this morning to get that 
ruffian Mitya locked up and I don’t know now 
what I shall decide about it. Of course in these 
fashionable days fathers and mothers are 
looked upon as a prejudice, but even now the 
law does not allow you to drag your old father 
about by the hair, to kick him in the face in 
his own house, and brag of murdering him 
outright— all in the pre.sence of witnesses. If I 
liked, I could crush him and could have him 
locked up at once for what he did yesterday.” 

“Then you don’t mean to take proceed- 
ings?” 

“Ivan has dissuaded me. I shouldn't care 
about Ivan, but there’s another thing.” 

And bending down to Alyosha, he went on 
in a confidential half-whisper. 

“If I send the ruffian to prison, she’ll hear of 
it and run to sec him at once. But if she hears 
that he has beaten me, a weak old man. within 
an inch of my life, she may give him up and 
come to me. . . . For that’s her way, everything 
by contraries. I know her through and through! 
Won't you have a drop of brandy? Take some 
cold coffee and I'll pour a quarter of a glass of 


brandy into it, it’s delicious, my boy.” 

“No, thank you. I'll take that roll with me 
if I may,” said Alyosha, and taking a half- 
penny French roll he put it in the pocket of 
his cassock. “And you'd better not have brandy, 
either,” he suggested apprehensively, looking 
into the old man’s face. 

“You are quite right, it irritates my nerves 
instead of soothing them. Only one little glass. 
I'll get it out of the cupboard.” 

He unlocked the cupboard, poured out a 
glass, drank it, then locked the cupboard and 
put the key back in his pocket. 

“That's enough. One glass won't kill me.” 

“You see you are in a better humour now,” 
said Alyosha, smiling. 

“Um! I love you even without the brandy, 
but with scoundrels I am a scoundrel. Ivan is 
not going to Tchcrma.shnya— why is that? He 
wants to spy how much I give Grushenka if she 
comes. They are all scoundrels! But I don’t 
recognise Ivan, I don’t know him at all. Where 
does he come from? He is not one of us in soul. 
As though I’d leave him anything! I shan’t 
leave a uill at all, you may as well know. And 
I'll crush Mitya like a beetle. I squash black- 
bectles at night with my slipper; they squelch 
when you tread on them. And your Mitya will 
squelch too. Your Mitya, for you love him. 
Yes, you love him and I am not afraid of your 
loving him. But if Ivan loved him I should be 
afraid for myself at his loving him. But Ivan 
loves nobody. Ivan is not one of us. People 
like Ivan are not our sort, my boy. They arc 
like a cloud of dust. When the wind blows, the 
dust will be gone. ... 1 had a silly idea in my 
head when I told you to come to-day: 1 wanted 
to find out from you about Mitya. If I were 
to hand him o\or a thousand or maybe two 
now, would the beggarly wretch agree to take 
himself off altogether for five years or. better 
still, thirty-five, and without Grushenka, and 
give her up once for all. eh?” 

“I— I’ll ask him," muttered Alyosha. “If you 
would give him three thousand, perhaps 
he ” 

“That’s nonsense! You needn’t ask him now, 
no need! I’ve changed my mind. It was a non- 
sensical idea of mine. I won’t give him any- 
thing, not a penny, 1 want my money myself,” 
cried the old man, waving his hand. “I’ll crush 
him like a beetle without it. Don’t say any- 
thing to him or else he will begin hoping. 
I'here’s nothing for you todo here, you needn’t 
stay. Is that betrothed of his, Katerina Ivan- 
ovna, whfini he has kept .so carefully hidden 
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from me all this time, going to marry him or 
not? You went to see her yesterday, I believe?” 

“Nothing will induce her to abandon him.” 

“There you see how dearly these fine young 
ladies love a rake and a scoundrel. They are 
poor creatures I tell you, those pale young 

ladies, very different from Ah. if I had his 

youth and the looks I had then (for I was 
better-looking than he at eight and twenty) 
I’d have been a conquering hero just as he is. 
He is a low cadi But he shan’t have Grushenka, 
anyway, he shan’t! I’ll crush him!” 

His anger had returned with the last words. 

“You can go. There's nothing for you to do 
here to-day,” he snapped harshly. 

Alyosha went up to say good-b>e to him, and 
kissed him on the shoulder. 

“What’s that for?” The old man was a little 
surprised. “We shall sec each other again, or 
do you think we shan’t?” 

“Not at all. I didn’t mean anything.” 

“Nor did I, I did not mean anything,” said 
die old man, looking at him. “Listen, listen.” 
he shouted after him. “make haste and come 
again and I’ll have a fish soup for you, a fine 
one, not like to-day. Be sure to come! Come to- 
morrow, do you hear, to-morrow!” 

And as soon as Alyosha had gone out of the 
door, he went to the cupboard again and 
poured out another half-glass. 

“I won’t have more!” he muttered, clearing 
his throat, and again he locked the cupboard 
and put the key in his pocket. Then he went 
into his bedroom, lay down on the bed, ex- 
hausted, and in one minute he was asleep. 

Chapter A Meeting with 
the Schoolboys 

“Thank goodness he did not ask me about 
Grushenka,” thought Alyosha, as he left his 
father’s house and turned towards Madame 
Hohlakov’s, “or I might have had to tell him 
of my meeting with Grushenka yesterday.” 

Alyosha felt painfully that since yesterday 
both combatants had renesved their energies, 
and that their hearts had grown hard again. 
“Father is spiteful and angry, he’s made some 
plan and w'ill stick to it. And what of Dmitri? 
He too will be harder than yesterday, he too 
must be spiteful and angry, and he too, no 
doubt, has made some plan. Oh, 1 must suc- 
ceed in finding him to-day, whatever hap- 
pens.” 

But Alyosha had not long to meditate. An 
incident occurred on the road, which, though 
apparently of little consequence, made a great 


impression on him. Just after he had crossed 
the square and turned the corner coming out 
into Mihailovsky Street, which is divided by a 
small ditch from the High Street (our whole 
town is intersected by ditches), he saw a group 
of schoolboys between the ages of nine and 
twelve, at the bridge. They were going home 
from school, some w'ith their bags on their 
shoulders, others with leather satchels slung 
across them, some in short jackets, others in 
little overcoats. Some even had those high 
boots with creases round the ankles, such as 
little boys spoilt by rich fathers love to wear. 
I'he whole group was talking eagerly about 
something, apparently holding a council. Al- 
yosha had never from his Moscow days been 
able to pass children without taking notice of 
them, and although he was particularly fond 
of children of three or thereabout, he liked 
schoolboys of ten and eleven too. And so, anx- 
ious as he was to-day, he wanted at once to 
turn aside to talk to them. He looked into 
their excited rosy faces, and noticed at once 
that all the boys had stones in their hands. Be- 
hind the ditch some thirty paces away, there 
tvas another schoolboy standing by a fence. He 
tCK) had a satchel at his side. He was about ten 
years old, pale, delic ate-looking and with spar- 
kling black eyes. lie kept an attentive and 
anxious watch on the other six. obviously his 
schoolfellows w'ith whom he had just come out 
of school, but with whom he hlttl evidently had 
a feud. 

Alyosha went up and, addressing a fair, 
curly-headed, rosy boy in a black jacket, ob- 
served: 

“When I used to wear a satchel like yours, I 
alw'ays used to cany it on my left side, so as to 
have my right hand free, but you’ve got yours 
on your right side. So it will be awkward for 
you to get at it.” 

Alyosha had no art or premeditation in be- 
ginning with this practical remark. But it is 
the only way for a grown-up person to get at 
once into confidential relations with a child, 
or still more with a group c^f children. One 
must begin in a serious, businesslike way so as 
to be on a perfectly ecjiial footing. Alyoslia 
understood it by instinct. 

“But he is left-handed,” another, a fine 
healthy- looking boy of eleven, answered 
promptly. All the others stared at Alyosha. 

“He even throw's stones with his lelt hand,” 
observed a third. 

At that instant a stone flew into the group, 
but only just grazed the left-handed boy, 
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thoug;h it was well and vigorously thrown by 
tlie boy standing on the other side of the ditch. 

“Give it him, hit him back, Smurov,** they 
all shouted, but Smurov, the left-handed boy, 
needed no telling, and at once revenged him- 
self; he threw a stone, but it missed the boy and 
hit the ground. The boy on the other side of 
the ditch, fhe pocket of whose coat was visibly 
bulging with stones, flung another stone at the 
group; this time it flew straight at Alyosha and 
hit him painfully on the shoulder. 

“He aimed it at you, he meant it for you. 
You are Karamazov, Karainazovl*’ the boys 
shouted laughing, “Come, all throw at him at 
oncer* and six stones flew at the boy. One 
struck the boy on the head and he fell down, 
hut at once leapt up and began ferociously re- 
turning their fire, both sides threw stones in- 
cessantly. Many of the group had their pock- 
ets full too. 

“What are you about! Aren't )ou ashamed? 
Six against one! Why, you’ll kill him,” cried 
Alyosha. 

He ran forward ard met the flying stones to 
screen tlie solitary boy. Three or four ceased 
throwing for a minute. 

“He began first!” cried a boy in a red shirt 
in an angry childish voice. “He is a beast, he 
stabbed Krassotkin in class the other day with 
a penknife. It bled. Krassotkin wouldn’t tell 
tales, but he must he thrashed.” 

“but what for? 1 sup[)ose you tease him.” 

“'There, he sent a stone in your back again, 
he knows you,” cric-d the children. “It’s you 
he is throwing at now, not us. Come, all of \ou, 
at him again, don’t miss, .Smurov!” and again 
a fire of stones, and a vcTy \ icious one, bc'gan. 
The boy on the other side of the ditch was hit 
in the chc^st; he screamed, bc'gan to cry and lan 
away uphill towards Mihailovsky Street. 'They 
all shouted: “Aha, he is funking, lie is running 
away. Wisp of tow!” 

“You don’t know what a beast he is, Kara- 
mazov. killing is too good for him,” said the 
boy in the jacket, withflashingeyes. lleseemcd 
to be the eldest. 

“What’s wrong with him?” a.skcd Alyosha, 
“is he a tell-tale or what?” 

The boys looked at one another as though 
derisively. 

“Are you going that way, to Mihailovsky?” 
the same boy went on. “Catch him up. . . . You 
see he’s stopped again, he is waiting and locjk- 
ing at you.” 

“He is looking at you,” the other boys 
chimed in. 


“You ask him, does he like a dishevelled 
wisp of tow. Do you hear, ask him that!” 

'There was a general burst of laughter. Alyo- 
sha looked at them, and they at him. 

“Don't go near him, he'll hurt you,” cried 
Smurov in a warning voice. 

“I shan’t ask him about the wi.sp of tow, for 
I expect you tease him with that question 
.somehow, but I’ll find out from him why you 
hate him so.” 

“Find out then, find out,” cried the boys 
laughing. 

Alyosha crossed the bridge and walked up- 
hill by the fence, straight towards the boy. 

“You’d better look out,” the boys called 
after him: “he won't be afraid of you. He wdll 
stab you in a minute, on the sly, as he did 
Krassotkin.” 

'The boy waited for him svithout budging. 
Coming up to him. Alyosha saw facing him a 
child of about nine years old. He was an un- 
dersized weakly boy with a thin pale face, with 
large dark eyes that gazed at him vindictively. 
He was dressed in a rather shabby old over- 
coat, which he had monstrously outgrown. His 
bare arms stuck out beyond his sleeves. There 
was a large patch on the right knee of his 
trousers, and in his right l)oot just at the toe 
there was a big hole in the leather, carefully 
blackened with ink. both the pockets of his 
greatcoat were weighed down with stones. Al- 
yosha stopped two steps in front of him, look- 
ing inquiringly at him, The boy, seeing at 
once from Alyosha's eyes that he wouldn’t beat 
him. became less defiant, and addressed him 
first. 

"I am alone, and there are six of them. I’ll 
beat them all, alone!” he said suddenly, with 
flashing eyes. 

“I think one of the stones must have hurt 
you badly,” observed Alyosha. 

“but 1 hit Smurov on the head!” cried the 
boy. 

“They told me that you know^ me, and that 
you threw a stone at me on purpose,” said Al- 
yosha. 

The boy looked darkly at him. 

“I don’t know you. Do you know me?” Al- 
yosiia continued. 

“Let me alone!” the boy cried irritably; but 
he did not move, as though he were expecting 
something, and again there was a vindictive 
light in his eyes. 

“Very well, I am going.” said Alyosha; “only 
I don’t know you and I don’t tease you. They 
told me how they tease you. but I don’t want 
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to tease you. Good-bye!' 

**Monk in silk trousers!" cried the boy, fol- 
lowing Alyosha with the same vindictive and 
defiant expression, and he threw himself into 
an attitude of defence, feeling sure that now 
Alyosha would fall upon him; but Alyoslia 
turned, looked at him, and walked away. He 
had not gone three steps before the biggest 
stone the boy had in his pocket hit him a 
painful blow in the back. 

"So you’ll hit a man from behind! They tell 
the truth, then, when they say that you attack 
on the sly," said Alyosha, turning round a- 
gain. This time the boy threw a stone savagely 
right into Alyosha’s face; but Alyosha just had 
time to guard himself, and the stone struck 
him on the elbow. 

"Aren’t you ashamed? What have I done to 
you?" he cried. 

The boy waited in silent defiance, certain 
that now Alyosha would attack him. Seeing 
that even now he would not, his rage was like 
a little wild beast’s; he flew at Alyosha him- 
self, and before Alyosha had time to move, the 
spiteful child had seized his left hand with 
l^th of his and bit his middle finger. He fixed 
his teeth in it and it was ten seconds before 
he let go. Alyosha cried out with pain and 
pulled his finger away with all his might. The 
child let go at last and retreated to liis former 
distance. Alyosha’s finger had been badly bit- 
ten to the bone, close to the nail; it began to 
bleed. Alyosha took out his handkerchief and 
bound it tightly round his injured hand. He 
was a full minute bandaging it. The boy stood 
waiting all the time. At last Alyosha raised his 
gentle eyes and looked at him. 

"Very well," he said, "you sec how badly 
you’ve bitten me. That’s enough, isn’t it? Now 
tell me, what have 1 done to you?" 

The boy stared in amazement. 

"Though I don’t know you and it’s the first 
time I’ve seen you," Alyosha went on with the 
same serenity, "yet I must have done some- 
thing to you— you wouldn’t have hurt me like 
this for nothing. So what ha\c 1 done? How 
have I wronged you, tell me?’’ 

Instead of answering, the boy broke into a 
loud tearful wail and ran away. Alyosha walked 
slowly after him towards Mihailovsky Street, 
and for a long time he saw the child running 
in the distance as fast as ever, not turning his 
head, and no doubt still keeping up his tearful 
wail. He made up his mind to And him out as 
soon as he had time, and to solve this mystery. 
Just now he had not the time. 


Chapter 4. At the Hohlakovs* 
Alyosha soon reached Madame Hohlakov’s 
house, a handsome stone house of two stories, 
one of the finest in our town. Though Madame 
Hohlakov spent most of her time in another 
province where she had an estate, or in Mos- 
cow, where she had a house of her own, yet she 
had a house in our town too, inherited from 
her forefathers. The estate in our district was 
the largest of her three estates, yet she had 
been very little in our province before this 
time. She ran out to Alyosha in the hall. 

"Did you get my letter about the new mir- 
acle?" She spoke rapidly and nervously. 

"Yes." 

"Did you show it to everyone? He restored 
the son to his mother!" 

"He is dying to-day,’’ said Alyosha. 

"I have heard, I know, oh, how I long to 
talk to you. to you or someone, al)out all this. 
No, to you, to you! And how sorry 1 am I 
can’t see him! The whole town is in excite- 
ment, they are all suspense. Uut now— do you 
know Katerina Ivanovna is here now?" 

"Ah, that’s lucky," cried Alyosha. “I'hen I 
shall see her here. She told me yesterday to be 
sure to come and see her to-day." 

"I know, 1 know all. I’ve heard exactly what 
happened yesterday— and the atrocious behav- 
iour of that— creature. C/est tragique, and if 
I’d been in her place I doiTl know what I 
should have done. And your brother Dmitri 
Fyodorovitch, what do you think of him?— my 
goodness! Alexey Fyodorovitch, 1 am forget- 
ting, only fancy; your brother is in there with 
her, not that dreadful brother who w'as so 
shocking yesterday, but the other, Ivan Fyo- 
dorovitch, he is sitting w'ith her talking; they 
are having a serious conversation. If you coulcl 
only imagine w'hat’s passing between them 
now— it’s awful, I tell you it’s lacerating, it’s 
like some incredible talc of horror. They arc 
ruining their lives for no reason an) one can 
see. I'hey both recognise it and revel in it. 
I’ve been w'atching for you! I’ve been thirsting 
for you! It’s too much for me that’s the worst 
of it. I’ll tell you all about it presently, but 
now I must speak of something, el.se, the most 
important thing— I had C|uite forgotten what’s 
most important. I'ell me, why has Lise been in 
hysterics? As soon as she heard you were here, 
she began to be hysterical!" 

**Maman, it’s you who are hysterical now, 
not 1,” Lise’s voice carolled through a tiny 
crack of the door at the side. Her voice sounded 
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as though she v^anted to laugh, but was doing Hohlakov screamed and shut her eyes. 


her utmost to control it. Alyosha at once no- 
ticed the crack, and no doubt Lise was peep- 
ing through it, but that he could not see. 

“And no wonder, Lise, no wonder . . , your 
caprices will make me hysterical too. But she 
is so ill, Alexey Fyodorovitch, she has been so 
ill all night, feverish and moaningl I could 
hardly wait for the morning and for Herzen- 
stube to come. He says that he can make noth- 
ing of it. that we must wait. Herzenstube al- 
ways comes and says that he can make nothing 
of it. As soon as you approached the house, she 
screamed, fell into hysterics, and insisted on 
being wheeled back into this room here.*’ 

“Mamma, 1 didn’t know he had come. It 
wasn’t on his account 1 wanted to be wheeled 
into this room.*’ 

**That’s not true. Lise. Yulia ran to tell you 
that Alexey Fyotlorovitch was coming. She w'as 
on the lookout for you.” 

“My darling mamma, it’s not at all clever of 
you. But it you want to make up for it and say 
something very cltv^r dear mamma, you’d 
better tell our honoured visitor, Alexey Fyo- 
dorovitch. that he has shown his want of wit 
by venturing to us after what happened yes- 
terday and although everyone is laughing at 
him.** 

“Lise, you go too far. I declare 1 shall have 
in be severe. Who laughs at him? 1 am so glad 
he has come, I need him, I can*t do without 
him. Oh, Alexey Fyodorovitch, 1 am exceed- 
ingly unhappy!’’ 

“But what’s the matter with you, mamma, 
darling?** 

“Ah, your caprices, Lise, your fidgetiness, 
your illness, that awful night of fever, that 
awful everlasting Herzenstube, everlasting, 
everlasting, that’s the worst of it! Everything, 
in fact, everything. . . . Even that miracle, too! 
Oh, how it has upset me, how it has shattered 
me, that miracle, dear Alexey Fycnlorovitch! 
And that tragedy in the drawing-room, it’s 
more than I can bear, 1 warn you. 1 <an’t bear 
it. A comedy, perhaps, not a tragedy. Tell me, 
will Father /ossiina live till to-morrow, will 
he? Oh, my God! What is happening to me? 
Every minute 1 close my eyes and see that it’s 
all nonsense, all nonsense.’’ 

*‘J should be very grateful,’* Alyosha inter- 
rupted suddenly, “if you could give me a clean 
rag to bind up my finger with. I have hurt it, 
and it*s very painful.** 

Alyosha unbound his bitten finger. The 
handkercMef was soaked with blood. Madame 


“Good heavens, what a wound, how awful!’’ 

But as soon as Lise saw Alyosha’s finger 
through the crack, she flung the door wide 
open 

“Come, come here,** she cried, imperiously. 
‘*No non.sense now*! Good heavens, why did 
you stand there saying nothing about it all this 
time? He might have bled to death, mamma! 
How did you do it? Water, water! You must 
wash it first of all, simply hold it in cold water 
to stop the pain, and keep it there, keep it 
there. . . Make haste, mamma, some water in 
a slop-basin. But do make haste,** she finished 
nervously. She was quite frightened at the 
sight of Alyosha’s wound. 

“Shouldn’t we send for Herzenstube?** cried 
Madame Hohlakov. 

“Mamma, you’ll be the death of me. Your 
Herzenstube will come and say that he can 
make nothing of it! Water, water! Mamma, 
for goodness’ sake go yourself and hurry Yulia, 
she is such a slowcoach and never can come 
quickly! Make haste, mamma, or 1 shall die.*’ 

“Why, it’s nothing much,** cried Alyosha, 
frightened at this alarm. 

Yulia ran in with water and Alyosha put his 
finger in it. 

“Some lint, mamma, for mercy’s sake, bring 
some lint and that muddy caustic lotion for 
wounds, what’s it called? We’ve got some. You 
know where the bottle is, mamma; it’s in your 
bedroom in the right-hand cupboard, there’s 
a big bottle of it there with the lint.” 

“I’ll bring everything in a minute, Lise, on- 
ly don’t scream and don’t fuss. You see how 
bravely Alexey Fyixlorovitch bears it. Where 
did you get such a dreadful wound, Alexey 
Fyodorovitch?’* 

Madame Hohlakov hastened away. This was 
all Lise was waiting tor. 

’’First of all, answer the question, w'here did 
you gel hurl like this?’’ she asked Alyosha, 
quickly. “And then I’ll talk to you about some- 
thing quite different. Well?’* 

Instinctively feeling that the time of her 
mother’s absence was precious for her. Alyosha 
ha.stcned to tell her of his enigmatic meeting 
witii die school boys in the fewest words pos- 
sible. Lise clasped her hands at his story. 

“How can you, and in that dress too. asso- 
ciate with schoolboys?’* she cried angrily, as 
though she had a right to control him. **You 
are nothing but a boy yourself if you can do 
that, a perfect boy! But you liiust find out for 
me about that horrid boy and tell me all about 
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it, for there's some mystery in it. Now for the 
second thing, but first a question: does the 
pain prevent you talking about utterly unim- 
portant things, but talking sensibly?" 

"Of course not. and 1 don’t feel much pain 
now." 

"That's because your finger is in the water. 
It must be changed directly, for it will get 
warm in a minute. Yulia, bring some ice from 
the cellar and another basin of water. Now she 
is gone, I can speak; will you give me the letter 
I sent you yesterday, dear Alexey Fyodorovitch 
—be quick, for mamma will be back in a minute 
and I don’t want " 

"I haven’t got the letter." 

"That’s not true, you have. I knew you 
w'ould say that. You’ve got it in that pocket. 
I've been regretting that joke all night. Give 
me back the letter at once, give it me." 

"I’ve left it at home.’’ 

"But you can’t consider me as a child, a little 
girl, after that silly joke! I beg your pardon for 
that silliness, but you must bring me the letter, 
if you really haven’t got it— bring it to-day, you 
must, you must." 

"To-day I can’t possibly, for I am going 
back to the monastery and I shan’t come and 
see you for the next two days— three or four 
pel haps— for Father Zossima " 

"Four days, what nonsense! Listen. Did you 
laugh at me very much?" 

"I didn’t laugh at all." 

"Why not?" 

"Because I believed all you said.” 

"You are insulting me!" 

"Not at all. As soon as I read it, I thought 
that all that would come to pass, for as soon as 
Father Zossima dies, I am to leave the monas- 
tery. Then I shall go back and finish my studies, 
and when you reach the legal age we will be 
married. I shall love you. Though I haven’t 
had time to think about it, I believe 1 couldn’t 
find a better wife than you, and Father Zossi- 
ma tells me I must marry." 

"But I am a cripple, wheeled about in a 
chair," laughed l.ise, flushing crimson. 

"1*11 wheel you abf)ut myself, but I’m sure 
you’ll get well by then." 

"But you are mad," said Lise, nervously, "to 
make all this nonsense out of a joke! Here’s 
mamma, very a propos, perhaps. Mamma, how 
slow you always are, how can you be so long! 
And here's Yulia with the ice!" 

"Oh, Lise, don't scream, above all things 
don't scream. That scream drives me . . . How 
can I help it when you put the lint in another 


place? I’ve been hunting and hunting— I do 
believe you did it on purpose." 

"But I couldn’t tell that he would come with 
a bad finger, or else perhaps I might have done 
it on purpose. My darling mamma, you begin 
to say really witty things." 

"Never mind my being witty, but I must say 
youshow^ nice feeling for Alexey Fyodorov itch’s 
sufferings! Oh, my dear Alexey Fyodorovitch, 
what’s killing me is no one thing in particular, 
not Herzenstube, but every tiling together, 
that's what is too much for me.” 

"That’s enough, mamma, enough about 
Herzenstube,*’ Lise laughed gaily. "Makehaste 
with the lint and the lotion, mamma. 'That’s 
simply Goulard’s water, Alexey Fyodorovitch, 
I remember the name now, but it’s a splendid 
lotion. Would you believe it, Mamina, on the 
way here he had a fight with the boys in the 
street, and it was a briy bit his finger, isn't he a 
child, a child himseli? Is he fit to be married 
after that? For only fancy, he wants to be mar- 
ried, mamma. Just think of him married, 
wouldn’t it be funny, wouldn’t it be awful?” 

And Lise kept laughing her thin hysterical 
giggle, looking slyly at Alyosha. 

"But why married, Lise? What makes you 
talk of such a thing? It’s quite out of place— 
and perhaps ihe l)oy was rabid." 

"Why, mamma! As though tliere were rabid 
boys!" 

"Why not, Lise, as though I^iad said some- 
thing stupid! Your boy might have been bitten 
by a mad dog and he would bciome mad and 
bite anyone near him. How well she has band- 
aged it, Alexey F)odorovitch! I couldn’t have 
done it. Do you still feel the pain?” 

"It’s nothing much now." 

"You don’t feel afraid of water?" asked Lise. 

"(anne, that’s enough, Lise, perhaps 1 really 
was rather too quick talking of the boy being 
rabid, and you pounced upon it at once. Ka- 
terina Ivanovna has only just heard that you 
are here, Alexey Fyodorositch, she simply 
rushed at me, she’s dying to see you. dying!" 

"Ach, mamma, go to them yourself. He can’t 
go just now, he is in too much pain." 

"Not at all, 1 can go quite well," said Al- 
yosha. 

"What! You are going away? Is that what 
you say?" 

"Well, when I’ve seen them. I'll come back 
here and we can talk as much as you like. But 
I .should like tf) see Katerina Ivanovna at once, 
for 1 am very anxious to be back at tlie monas- 
tery IS soon as I can.” 
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“Mamma, take him away quickly. Alexey did it assist him? To marry Grushenka? But 


Fyodorovitch, don’t trouble to come and see 
me afterwards, but go straight back to your 
monastery and a good riddance. I want to sleep, 

I didn’t sleep all night.” 

“Ah, Lise, you arc only making fun, but 
how I wish you would sleep!’’ cried Madame 
Hohlakov. 

“I don’t know what I’ve done. . . . I’ll stay 
another three minutes, five if you like,’’ mut- 
tered Alyosha. 

“Even five! Do take him away quickly, 
mamma, he is a monster.’’ 

“Lise, you arc crazy. Let us go, Alexey Fyo- 
dorovitch, she is too capricious to-day. I am 
afraid to cross her. Oh, the trouble one has 
with nervous girls! Perhaps she really will be 
able to slccf) alter seeing you. How quickly 
you have made her sleepy, and how fortunate 
it is!’’ 

“Ah, mamma, how sweetly you talk! I must 
kiss you for it, mamma.’* 

“And 1 kiss you too, Lise. Listen, Alexey 
Fyodorovifeh,” Madame Hohlakov began mys- 
teriously and inqioi.atitly, speaking in a rapid 
whisper. “1 don’t want to suggest anything, I 
don’t want to lift the veil, you will see for your- 
self what’s going on. It’sappalling.It’s themost 
lantasiic larce. She loves your bnnher, Ivan, 
and she is doing her utmost topcTsuade herself 
she loves your brother, Dmitri. It’s appalling! 
ril go in with you, and if they don’t turn me 
out. I’ll stay to the end.” 

Chaf)ter 5. A Laceration 4n 
the Drawing-Room 

But in the drawing-room the conversation was 
already over. Katerina Ivanovna was greatly 
excited, though she looked resolute. At the 
moment Alyosha and Madame Hohlakov en- 
tered, Ivan Fyodorovitch stood up to take leave. 
His face was rather pale, and Alyosha looked 
at him anxiously. For this moment was to solve 
a doubt, a harassing enigma which had for 
some time haunicd Alyosha. During the pre- 
ceding month it had been several times .sug- 
gested to him that his brother Ivan was in love 
Vvith Katerina Ivanovna, and, what was more, 
that he meant “to carry her olf’’ from Dmitri. 
Until (|uitc lately the idea seemed to Alyosha 
monstrous, though it worried him extremely. 
Hr* loved both his brothers, and dreaded such 
rivalry between them. Meantime, Dmitri had 
said outright on the previous day that he was 
glad that Ivan was his rival, and that it was a 
great assistance to him, Dmitri. In what way 


that Alyosha considered the worst thing possi- 
ble. Besides all this, Alyosha had till the eve- 
ning before implicitly believed that Katerina 
Ivanovna had a steadfast and passionate love 
for Dmitri; but he had only believed it till the 
evening before. He had fancied, too, that she 
was incapable of loving a man like Ivan, and 
that she did love Dmitri, and loved him just 
as he was, in spite of all the strangeness of such 
a passion. 

But during yesterday’s scene with Grushenka 
another idea had struck him. The word ‘‘lacer- 
ating,’’ which Madame Hohlakov had just ut- 
tered, almost made him start, because half 
waking up towards daybreak that night he had 
cried out “I^aceration, laceration,’’ probably 
applying it to his dream. He had been dream- 
ing all night of the previous day’s scene at 
Katerina Ivanovna’s. Now Alyosha was im- 
pressed by Madame Ilohlakov’s blunt and per- 
sistent assertion' that Katerina Ivanovna was 
in love with l\an, and only deceived herself 
through some sort of pose, from “self-lacera- 
tion,’’ and tortured herself by her pretended 
love for Dmitri from some fancied duty of grat- 
itude. “Yes,’’ he thought, “perhaps the whole 
truth lies in those words.” But in that case 
what was Ivan’s position? Alyosha felt in.stinc- 
lively thata character like Katerina Ivanovna’s 
must dominate, and she could only dominate 
someone like Dmitri, and never a man like 
Ivan. For Dmitri might at last submit to her 
domination ‘’to his own happiness” (which 
was w'hat Alyosha w'ould have desired), but 
Ivan— no. Ivan could not submit to her, and 
such submission would not give himhappiness. 
Alyosha could not help believing that of Ivan. 
And now all these dc^ubts and reflections flit- 
ted through his mind as he entered the draw- 
ing-room. Another idea, too, forced itself upon 
him: “What if she loved neither of them— 
neither Ivan nor Dmitri?” 

It must be noted that Alyosha felt as it were 
ashamed of his own thoughts and blamed him- 
.sc*lF when they kept recurring to him during 
the last month. “What do I know about love 
and women and how can I decide such cpies- 
tic.-.s?” he thought reproachfully, after such 
doubts and surmises. And yet it was impossi- 
ble not to think about it. He felt instinctively 
that this rivalry was of immense importance 
in his brothers’ lives and that a great deal de- 
pended upon it. ^ 

“One reptile will devour the other,” Ivan 
had pronounced the day before, speaking in 
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anger of his father and Dmitri. So Ivan looked 
upon Dmitri as a reptile, and perhaps had long 
done so. Was it perhaps since he had known 
Katerina Ivanovna? That phrase had, of course, 
escaped Ivan unawares yesterday, but that only 
made it more important. If he felt like that, 
what chance was there of peace? Were there 
not, on the contrary, new grounds for hatred 
and hostility in their family? And with which 
of them was Alyosha to sympathise? And what 
was he to wish for each of them? He loved 
them both, but what could he desire for each 
ill the midst of these conflicting interests? He 
might go quite astray in this maze, and Alyo- 
sha's heart could not endure uncertainty, be- 
cause his love was always of an active char- 
acter. He was incapable of passive love. If he 
loved anyone, he set to work at once to help 
him. And to do so he must know what he was 
aiming at; he must know for certain what was 
best for each, and having ascertained this it 
was natural for him to help them both. But in- 
stead of a definite aim, he found nothing but 
uncertainty and perplexity on all sides. "It 
was lacerating," as was said just now. But what 
could he understand even in this "laceration"? 
He did not understand the first word in this 
perplexing maze. 

Seeing Alyosha, Katerina Ivanovna said 
quickly and joyfully to Ivan, who had already 
got up to go, "A minute! Stay another minutel . 
I want to hear the opinion of this person here 
whom I trust absolutely. Don't go away," she 
added, addressing Madame Hohlakov. Shf 
made Alyosha sit down beside her, and Mad- 
ame Hohlakov sat opposite, by Ivan. 

"You arc all my friends here, all I have in 
the w'orld, my dear friends." she began warmly, 
in a voice w'hich quivered with genuine tears 
of suffering, and .Xlvosha’s heart warmed to 
her at once. "You, Alexey Fyodorovitch, were 
witness yesterday of that abominable scene, 
and saw what 1 did. You did not see it, Ivan 
Fyodorovitch, he did. What he thought of me 
yesterday I don't know. I only know one thing, 
that if it were repeated to-day, this minute, 1 
should express the same feelings again as yes- 
terday— the same feelings, the same words, the 
same actions. Y ou remember my actions, Alexey 
Fyodorovitch; you checked mein one of them" 
... (as she said that, she flushed and her eyes 
shone). "I must tell you that 1 can't get over 
it. Listen, Alexey Fyodorovitch. I don't even 
know whetlicr 1 still love him. 1 feel pity for 
him, and that is a poor sign of love. If I loved 
him, if I still loved him, perhaps 1 shouldn't 


be sorry for him now, but should hate him." 

Her voice quivered, and tears glittered on 
her eyelashes. Alyosha shuddered inwardly. 
"That girl is truthful and sincere," he thought, 
"and she does not love Dmitri any more." 

"That's true, that's true," cried Madame 
Hohlakov. 

"Wait, dear. I haven't told you the chief, 
the final decision I came to during the night. 
I feel that perhaps my decision is a terrible 
one— for me, but I foresee that nothing will in- 
duce me to change it— nothing. It will be so 
all my life. My dear, kind, ever-faithful and 
generous adviser, the one friend I have in the 
world, Ivan Fyodorovitch, with his deep in- 
sight into the heart, approves and commends 
my decision. He knows it." 

"Yes, I approve of it," Ivan assented, in a 
subdued but firm voice. 

"But I should like Alyosha, too (Ah! Alexey 
Fyodorovitch, forgive my calling you simply 
Alyosha), I should like Alexey Fyodorovitch, 
too, to tell me before my two friends whether 
I am right. I feel instinctively that you, Alyo- 
sha, my dear brother (for you are a dear brother 
to me)," she said again ecstatically, taking his 
cold hand in her hot one, "I foresee that your 
decision, your approval, will bring me peace, 
in spite of all my sufferings, for, after your 
words, I shall be calm and submit— I feel that." 

"I don't know what you are asking me," said 
Alyosha, flushing. "1 only knowthat I love you 
and at this moment wish for your happiness 
more than my own! . . . But I know nothing 
about suc^ affairs," something impelled him to 
add hurriedly. 

"In such affairs, Alexey Fyodorovitch, in 
such affairs, the chief thing is honour and duty 
and something higher— I don't know what— 
but higher perhaps even than duty. 1 am con- 
scious of this irresistible feeling in my heart, 
and it compels me irresistibly. But it may all 
be put in two words. I've already decided, even 
if he marries that— creature," she began solemn- 
ly, "whom I never, never can forgive, even 
then I will not abandon him. Henceforward 
I will never, never abandon him}" she cried, 
breaking into a sort of pale, hysterical ecstasy. 
"Not that 1 would run after him continually, 
get in his way and worry him. Oh, no! I will 
go away to another town— where you like— but 
I will watch over him all my life-^1 will watch 
over him all my life unceasingly. When he be- 
comes unhappy with that woman, and that is 
bound to happen quite soon, let him come to 
me ar;d he will find a friend, a sister. . . . Only 
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a sister, of course, and so for ever; but he will sweet contemplation of the fulfilment of a bold 


learn at least that that sister is really his sister, 
who loves him and has sacrificed all her life to 
him. I will gain my point. I will insist on his 
knowing me and confidingentirclyin me, with- 
out reserve," she cried, in a sort of frenzy. "I 
will be a god to whom he can pray— and that, 
at least, he owes me for his treachery and for 
what I suffered yesterday through him. And 
let him see that all my life I will be true to him 
and the promise I gave him, in spite of his be- 
ing untrue and betraying me. I will— 1 will be- 
come nothing but a means for his happiness, 
or— how shall I say?— an instrument, a machine 
for his happiness, and that for my whole life, 
my whole life, and that he may see that all his 
life! That's my decision. Ivan Fyodorovitch 
fully approves me.” 

She was breathless. She had perhaps intended 
to express her idea with more dignity, art and 
naturalness, but her speech was too hurried 
and crude. It was full of youthful impulsive- 
ness, it betrayed that she was still smarting from 
yesterday's insult, and that her pride craved 
satisfaction. She felt this herself. Her face sud- 
denly darkened, an unpleasant look came in- 
to her eyes. Alyosha at once saw it and felt a 
pang of sympathy. His brother Ivan made it 
worse by adding: 

‘Tve only expressed mv own view,” he said. 
"From anyone else, this would have been af- 
fected and overstrained, but from you— no. 
Any other woman would have been wrong, but 
you are right. 1 don’t know how to explain it, 
but I see that you are absolutely genuine and, 
therefore, you are right.” 

"Rut that's only for the moment. And what 
does this moment stand for? Nothing but yes- 
terday’s insult.” Madame Hohlakov obviously 
had not intended to interfere, but she could 
not refrain from this very just comment. 

"Quite so, quite so,” cried Ivan, with pecul- 
iar eagerness, obviously annoyed at being in- 
terrupted, "in anyone else this moment would 
be only due to yesterday's impression and 
would be only a moment. But with Katerina 
Ivanovna's character, that moment will last 
ail her life. What for anyone else would be 
only a promise is for her an everlasting burden- 
some, grim perhaps, but unflagging duty. And 
she will be sustained by the feeling of this duty 
being fulfilled. Your life, Katerina Ivanovna, 
will henceforth be .spent in painful brooding 
over your own feelings, your own heroism, 
and your own suffering; but in the end that 
suffering will be softened and will pass into 


and proud design. Yes, proud it certainly is, 
and desperate in any case, but a triumph for 
you. And the consciousness of it ivill at last be 
a source of complete satisfaction and will make 
you resigned to everything else.” 

This was unmistakably said with some mal- 
ice and obviously with intention; even per- 
haps with no desire to conceal that he spoke 
ironically and with intention. 

"Oh. dear, how mistaken it all isl” Madame 
Hohlakov cried again. 

"Alexey Fyodorovitch, you speak. I want 
dreadfully 10 know what you will say!” cried 
Katerina Ivanovna, and burst into tears. Alyo- 
sha got up from the sofa. 

"It's nothing, nothing!” she wen ton through 
her tears. "I’m upset, I didn’t sleep last night. 
But by the side of two such friends as you and 
your brother I still feel strong— for I know— 
you two will never desert me.” 

"Unluckily I am obliged to return to Mos- 
cow— perhaps to-morrow— and to leave you for 
a long time And, unluckily, it's unavoid- 

able,” Ivan said suddenly. 

"To-morrow— to Moscow!” her face was sud- 
denly contorted; "but— but, dear me, how for- 
tunate!” she cried in a voice suddenly changed. 
In one instant there was no trace left of her 
tears. She underwent an instantaneous trans- 
formation, which amazed Alyosha. Instead of 
a poor, insulted girl, weeping in a sort of "lac- 
eration,” he saw a woman completely self-pos- 
sessed and even exceedingly pleased, as though 
something agreeable had just happened. 

"Oh, not fortunate that 1 am losing you, of 
course not,” she corrected herself suddenly, 
with a charming society smile. "Such a friend 
as you are could not suppose that. 1 am only 
too unhappy at losing you.” She rushed im- 
pulsively at Ivan, and seizing both his hands, 
pressed them warmly. "But what is fortunate is 
that you will be able in Moscow to see auntie 
and Agafya and to tell them all the horror of 
my present position. You can speak with com- 
plete openness to Agafya, butsparedear auntie. 
You will know how to do that. You can't think 
how wretched I was yesterday and this morn- 
ing, wondering how I could write them that 
dreadful letter- for one can never tell such 
things in a letter. . . . Now it will be easy for 
me to write, for you will sec them and explain 
everything. Oh, how glad 1 am! But I am only 
glad of that, believe me. Of codrsc. no one can 

take your place I will run at once to write 

the letter,” she finished suddenly, and took a 
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step as though to go out of the room. 

**And what about Alyosha and his opinion, 
which you were so desperately anxious to 
hear?’' cried Madame Hohlakov. There was 
a sarcastic, angry note in her voice. 

"1 had not forgotten that," cried Katerina 
Ivanovna, coming to a sudden standstill, "and 
why are you so antagonistic at such a moment?" 
she added, with warm and bitter reproachfiil- 
ness. "What I said, I repeat. I must have his 
opinion. More than that, 1 must have his de- 
cision! As he says, so it shall be. You see how 
anxious I am for yuur words, Alexey Fyodoro- 
vitch. . . . But what's the matter?" 

"I couldn’t have believed it. 1 can’t under- 
stand it!" Alyosha cried suddenly in distress. 

"What? What?" 

"He is going to Moscow, and you cry out 
that you arc glad. You said that on purpose! 
And you begin explaining that you arc not glad 
of that blit sorry to be— losing a friend. But 
that was acting, too— you w'ere playing a part— 
as in a theatre!" 

"In a theatre? What? What do you mean?" 
exclaimed Katerina Ivanovna, profoundly as- 
tonished, flushing crimson, and frowning. 

"Though you assure him y)u are sorry to 
lose a friend in him, you persist in telling him 
to his face that it’s fortunate he is going," said 
Alyosha breathlessly. He was standing at the 
table and did not sit dow'n. 

"What are you talking about? I don’t un- 
derstand.” 

"I don’t understand myself. ... I .seemed to 
see in a flash ... I know I am not saying it 
properly, but I'll say it all the same,” Alyosha 
went on in the same shaking and broken voice. 
"W’hat I see is that perhaps you don't love 
Dmitri at all . . . and never have, from the be- 
ginning. . . . And Dmitri, too, has never loved 
you . . . and only esteems you. ... I really 
don’t know how I dare to say all this, but some- 
body must tell the truth . . . for nobody here 
will tell the truth." 

"What truth?” cried Katerina Ivanovna, and 
there was an hysterical ring in her voice. 

"I'll tell you," Alyosha went on with desper- 
ate haste, as though he were jumping from the 
top of a house. "Call Dmitri; I will fetch him— 
and let him come here and take your hand and 
take Ivan’s and join your hands, f'or you’re 
torturing Ivan, simply because you love him 
—and torturing him, because you love Dmitri 
through 'self-laceration'— w^ith an unreal love 
—because you've persuaded yourself." 

Alyosha broke off and was silent. 


"You . . . you . . . you are a little religious 
idiot— that's whatyou are!" Katerina Ivanovna 
snapped. Her face was white and her lips were 
moving w’ith anger. 

Ivan suddenly laughed and got up. His hat 
was in his hand. 

"You are mistaken, my good Alyosha," he 
said, with an expression Alyosha had never 
seen in his face before— an expression of youth- 
ful sincerity and strong, irresistibly frank feel- 
ing. “Katerina Ivanovna has never cared for 
me! She has known all the time that I cared 
for her— though I never said a word of my 
love to her— she knew, but .she didn't care for 
me. I have never been her friend either, not 
for one moment; she is too proud to need my 
friendship. She kept me at her side as a means 
of revenge. She revenged with me and on me 
all the insults which she has l)een continually 
receiving from Dmitri eversince their first meet- 
ing. For even that first meeting has rankled in 
her heart as an insult— that’s what her heart is 
like! She has talked to me of nothing but her 
love for him. I am going now: but. believe me, 
Katerina Ivanovna, you really love him. And 
the more he insults you, the more you love him 
—that's your ‘laceration.’ You love him just as 
he is; you love him for insulting you. It he re- 
formed, you’d give him up at once and cease to 
love him. But you need him so as to contem- 
plate continually your heroic fidelity and to re- 
proach him for infidelity. An”?! it all conics 
from your pride. Oh, there's a great deal of 
humiliation and self-abasement alxnit it, but 
it all comes from pride. ... I am too young 
and I've loved you too much. I know that I 
ought not to say this, that it would be more 
dignified on my part simply to leave you, and 
it would be less oflensive for you. But I am 
going far away, and shall never come back. 
... It is for ever. I don’t want to sit beside a 
‘laceration.’ . . . But I don’t know how' to speak 
now. I’ve said everything. . . . Good-bye, Ka- 
terina Ivanovna; you can’t be angry with me, 
for I am a hundred times more severely pun- 
ished than you, if only by the fact that I shall 
never see you again. Good-bye! 1 don’t want 
your hand. You have torturecl me too deliber- 
ately for me to be able co forgive you at this 
moment. I shall forgive you later, but now I 
don't want your hand. Den Dank, Dame, be- 
gehr ich nicht,'*^\\t added, with a forced smile, 
showing, however, that he could read Sdiillcr, 
and read him till he knew him by heart— which 
Alyosha would never have believed. He went 

^ Thank you, madam, I want nothing. 
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out of the room without saying good-bye even 
to his hostess, Madame Hohlakov. Alyosha 
clasped his hands. 

"Ivan!*' he cried desperately after him. 
"Come back, Ivan! No, nothing will induce 
him to come back now!’* he cried again, re- 
gretfully realising it; "but it’s my fault, my 
fault. 1 began it! Ivan spoke angrily, wrongly. 
Unjustly and angrily. lie must come back here, 
come back," Alyosha kept exclaiming franti- 
cally. 

Katerina Ivanovna went suddenly into the 
next room. 

"You have done no harm. You behaved 
beautifully, like an angel," Madame I h)lilakov 
whispered rapidly and ecstatically to Alyosha. 
"I will do my utmost to prevent Ivan Fyodoro- 
vitch from going." 

Her fjicc beamed with delight, to the great 
distress of Alyosha, but Katerina Ivanovna sud- 
denly returned. She had two hundred-rouble 
notes in her hand. 

"I have a great favour to ask of you, Alexey 
Fyodorovitch,** she began, addressing Alyosha 
with an apparently calm and even voice, as 
though nothing had hap[)ened. "A tveek—yes, 
I think it was a week ago— Dmitri Fyodorovitch 
was guilty of a hasty and unjust action— a very 
ugly action. 'Fhcre is a low tavern here, and in 
it he met that discharged officer, that captain, 
w'hom your father used to employ iu some busi- 
ness. Dmitri Fyodorov it» h somehow lost his 
temper with this captain, seized him by the 
))eard and dragged him out into the street and 
for some distance along it, in that insulting 
fashion. And I am told that his son, a boy, quite 
a child, who is at the school here, saw it and ran 
beside them crying and begging lor his lather, 
appealing to everyone to defend him, wdiilc 
everyone laughed. You must forgive me, Alexey 
F'yodorovitch, I cannot think w'ithout indigna- 
tion of that disgraceful action of his ... one of 
those actions of which only Dmitri Fyodoro- 
vitch would be c:apa!)le in his angcT . . . and 
in his passions! I can't describe it even. ... I 
can’t find my words. I’ve made inejuiries about 
his victim, and find he is c^uite a poor man. His 
name is Snegiryov. He did something wrong 
in the army and was discharged. I can’t tell 
you what. And now he has sunk into terrible 
destitution, with his family— an unhappy fam- 
ily of sick children, and, I believe, an insane 
wife. He has been living lu^re a long time: he 
used to work as a copyihg clerk, but now he is 
getting nothing. I thought if you . . . that is I 
thought ... I don’t know. I am so confused. 


You see, I wanted to ask you, my dear Alexey 
FycKiorovitch, to go to him, to find some excuse 
to go to them— I mean to that captain— oh, 
goodnes.s, how badly I explain it!— and deli- 
cately, carefully, as only you know how to" 
(Alyosha blushed), "manage to give him this 
assistance, these two hundred roubles. He will 
be sure to take it. ... I mean, persuade him to 

take it Or. rather, what do I mean? You see 

it’s not by w'ay of compensation to prevent 
him from taking proceedings (for I believe he 
meant to), but simply a token of sympathy, of 
a desire to assist him from me, Dmitri Fyodoro- 
vitch’s betrothed, not from him.sclf. . . . But 
you know. ... I would go myself, but you’ll 
know how to do it ever so much better. He lives 
in Lake Street in the house of a woman called 
Kalmikov For God’s sake, Alexey Fyodoro- 

vitch, do it for me, and now . . . now I am 
rather . . . tirc*d. Good-bye!" 

She turned and clisaj>peared behind the por- 
tii^re so quickly that Alyosha had ncjt time to 
utter a w'ord, though he wanted to speak. He 
longed to beg her pardon, to blame himself, 
to say something, for his heart was full and he 
coulcl not bear to go out of the room without 
it. But Madame Hohlakov took him by the 
hand and drew him along with her. In the hall 
she stopped him again as before. 

"She is proud, she is struggling with her.self; 
but kind, charming, generous, "she exclaimed, 
in a lialf-whisper. "Oh, how I love her, espe- 
cially sf)metimes, and how glad I am again of 
everything! Dear Alexey Fyodorovitch, you 
didn't know, but T must tell you. that we all, 
all— both her aunts. I and all of us, Lise, even 
—have been hoping and praying for nothing 
for the last month but that she may give up 
your favourite Dmitri, who takes no notice of 
her and does not care for her. and may marry 
Ivan P'yodorov itch— such an excellent and cul- 
tivated young man, who loves her more than 
anything in the wwld. We are in a regular 
plot to bring it about, and I am even staying 
on here perhaps on that account." 

"But she has been crying— she has been 
wounded again," cried Alyosha. 

"Never trust a woman’s tears, Alexey Fyo- 
doiovitch. I am never lor the women in such 
cases. I am always on the side of die men." 

"Mamma, you are spoilinghim," Lise’s little 
voice cried from behind die door. 

"No, it was all my fault. I am horribly to 
blame," Alyosha repeated uncxmsoled, hicling 
his face in his hands in an agony of remorse 
for his indiscretion. 
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“Quite the contrary; you behaved like an 
angel, like an angel. 1 am ready to say so a 
thousand times over.'* 

“Mamma, how has he behaved like an an- 
gel?” Lise's voice was heard again. 

“I somehow fancied all at once," Alyosha 
went on as though he had not heard Lise, “that 
she loved Ivan, and so I said that stupid 
thing. . . . What will happen now?" 

“To whom, to whom?” cried Lise. “Mamma, 
you really want to be the death of me. 1 ask 
you and you don't answer.'' 

At the moment the maid ran in. 

“Katerina Ivanovna is ill. . . . She is crying, 
struggling . . . hysterics." 

“What is the matter?” cried l.ise, in a tone 
of real anxiety. “Mamma, 1 shall be having 
hysterics, and not she I” 

“Lise, for mercy’s sake, don't scream, don't 
persecute me. At your age one can't know 
everything that grown-up people know. I'll 
come and tell you everything you ought to 
know. Oh, mercy on us! I am coming. I am 
coming. . . . Hysterics is a good sign, Alexey 
Fytxlorovitch; it's an excellent thing that she is 
hysterical. That’s just as it ought to be. In such 
cases 1 am always against the woman, against all 
these feminine tears and hysterics. Run and say, 
Yulia, that I'll fly to her. As for Ivan Fyodoro- 
vitch's going away like that, it’s her own fault. 
But he won’t go away. Lise, for mercy’s sake,- 
don't scream! Oh, yes; you are not screaming. 
It's 1 am screaming. Forgive your mamma; but 
I am delighted, delighted, delighted! Did you 
notice, Alexey Fyodorovitch, how young, how 
young Ivan Fyodorovitch was just now when 
he went out, when he said all that and went 
out? I thought he was so learned, such a savant, 
and all of a sudden he behaved so warmly, 
openly, and youthfully, w^ith such youthful in- 
experience, and it was all so fine, like you. . . . 
And the way he repeated that German verse, 
it was just like you! But I must fly, I must 
fly! Alexey Fyodorovitch, make haste to carry 
out her commission, and then make haste 
back. Lise, do you want anything now? For 
mercy's sake, don't keep Alexey Fyodoro- 
vitch a minute. He will come back to you at 
once." 

Madame Hohlakov at last ran off. Before 
leaving, Alyosha would have opened the door 
to see Lise. 

“On no account,” cried Lise. “On no account 
now. Speak through the door. How have you 
come to be an angel? That's the only thing 1 
want to know." 


“For an awful piece of stupidity, Lisel Good- 
bye!” 

“Don't dare to go away like that!” Lise was 
beginning. 

“Lise, 1 have a real sorrow! I'll be back di- 
rectly, but I have a great, great sorrowl” 

And he ran out of the room. 

Chapter 6. A Laceration in the Cottage 
He certainly was really grieved in a way he had 
seldom been before. He had rushed in like a 
fool, and meddled in what? In a love-affair. 
“But what do I know about it? What can I tell 
about such things?” he repeated to himself for 
the hundredth time, flushing crimson. “Oh, 
being ashamed would be nothing; shame is 
only the punishment I deserve, I’lie trouble 
is I shall certainly have caused more unhap- 
piness. . . . And Father Zossiina sent me to rec- 
oncile and bring them together. Is this the way 
to bring them together?” Then he suddenly 
remembered how he had tried to join their 
hands, and he felt fearfully ashamed again. 
“Though I acted quite sincerely, 1 must be 
more sensible in the future,” he concluded sud- 
denly, and did not even smile at his conclusion. 

Katerina Ivanovna’s commission took him 
to Lake Street, and his bi other Dmitri lived 
close by, in a turning out of Lake Street. Alyo- 
sha decided to go to him in any case before go- 
ing to the captain, though he had a presenti- 
ment that he w'ould not find fits brother. He 
suspected that he would intentionally keep 
out of his way now, but he must find him any- 
how. Time was passing: the thought of his dy- 
ing elder had not left Alyosha for one minute 
from the time he set off from the monastery. 

There was one point which interested him 
particularly about Katerina Ivanovna's com- 
mission; when she had mentioned the cap- 
tain's son, the little schoolboy who had run 
beside his father crying, the idea had at once 
struck Alyosha that this must be the schoolboy 
who had bitten his finger when he, Alyosha, 
asked him what he had done to hurt him. Now 
Alyosha felt practically certain of this, though 
he could not have said why. Thinking of an- 
other subject was a relief, and he resolved to 
think no more about the “mischief” he had 
done, and not to torture himself with remorse, 
but to do what he had to do, let come what 
would. At that thought he was completely com- 
forted. Turning to the street where Dmitri 
lodged, he felt hungry, and taking out of his 
pocket the roll he had brought from his 
father's, he ate it. It made him feel stronger. 
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Dmitri was not at home. The people of the 
house, an old cabinet-maker, his son, and his 
old wife, looked with positive suspicion at 
Alyosha. “He hasn't slept here for the last 
three nights. Maybe he has gone away,” the 
old man said in answer to Alyosha's persistent 
inquiries. Alyosha saw that he was answering 
in accordance with instructions. When he asked 
whether he were not at Gruslienka's or in hid- 
ing at Foma's (Alyosha spoke so freely on pur- 
pose). all three looked at him in alarm. “They 
are fond of him, they arc doing their best for 
him,” thought Alyosha. “That's good.” 

At last he found the house in Lake Street. 
It was a decrepit little house, sunk on one side, 
with three windows looking into the street, 
and with a muddy yard, in the middle of 
which stood a solitary cow. He crossed the 
yard and found tlie door opening into the 
passage. On the left of the passage lived the 
old woman of the house with her old daughter. 
Both seemed to be deaf. In answ'cr to his re- 
peated inquiry for the captain, one of them at 
last understood th?t he w^as asking for their 
lodgers, and pointed to a door across the pas- 
sage. The captain's lodging (urned out to be a 
simple cottage room. Alyosha had his hand on 
the iron latch to open the door, when he was 
struck by die strange hush within. Yet he knew 
from Katerina Ivanovna’s words that the man 
had a family. “FJther they are all asleep or per- 
haps they have heard me coming and are w'ait- 
ing for me to open the door. I'd better knock 
first,” and he knocked. An answer came, but 
not at once, after an interval of perhaps ten 
seconds. 

“Who's there?” shouted someone in a loud 
and very angry voice. 

Then Alyosha opened the door and crossed 
the threshold. He found himself in a regular 
peasant’s room. Though it was large, it w’as 
cumbered up with domestic belongings of all 
sorts, and there were several people in it. On 
the left was a large Russian stove. From the 
stove to the window on the left was a string 
running across the room, and on it there were 
rags hanging. 'Fhere was a bedstead against 
the wall on each side, right and left, covered 
with knitted quilts. On the one on the left was 
a pyramid of four print-covered pillows, each 
smaller than the one beneath. On the other 
there was only one very small pillow. The op- 
posite corner was screened off by a curtain 
or a sheet hung on a string. Behind this cur- 
tain could be seen a bed made up on a bench 
and a chair. The rough square table of plain 
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wood had been moved into the middle win- 
dow. The three windows, which consisted each 
of four tiny greenish mildewy panes, gave lit- 
tle light, and were close shut, so that the room 
was not very light and rather stuffy. On the 
table was a frying pan with the remains of 
some fried eggs, a half-eaten piece of bread, 
and a small bottle with a few drops of vodka. 

A woman of genteel appearance, wearing a 
cotton gown, was sitting on a chair by the bed 
on the left. Her face was thin and yellow, and 
her sunken checks betrayed at the first glance 
that she was ill. But wiiat struck Alyosha most 
was the expression in the poor woman's eyes— 
a look of surprised inquiry and yet of haughty 
pride. And while he was talking to her hus- 
band, her big brown eyes moved from one 
speaker to the other with the same haughty 
and questioning expression. Beside her at the 
window stood a young girl, rather plain, with 
scanty reddish hair, poorly but very neatly 
dressed. She looked disdainfully at Alyosha as 
he tame in. Beside the other bed was sitting 
another female figure. She was a very sad sight, 
a young girl of about twenty, but hunchback 
and crippled “with withered legs,” as Alyosha 
was told afterwards. Her crutches stood in the 
corner close by. The strikingly beautiful and 
gentle eyes of this poor girl looked with mild 
serenity at Alyosha. A man of forty-five was sit- 
ting at the table, finishing the fried eggs. He 
was spare, small, and weakly built. He had red- 
dish hair and a scanty light-coloured beard, 
very much like a wisp of tow (this comparison 
and the phrase “a wisp of tow” flashed at once 
into Alyosha's mind for some reason, he re- 
membered it afterwards). It was obviously this 
gentleman who had shouted to him, as there 
w^as no other man in the room. But when Alyo- 
sha wxnt in, he leapt up from the bench on 
w’hich he was sitting, and, hastily wiping his 
mouth with a ragged napkin, darted up to Al- 
yosha. 

“It’s a monk come to beg for the monastery. 
A nice place to come tol” the girl standing in 
the left turner said aloud. The man spun round 
instantly towards her and answered her in an 
excited and breaking voice: 

' iNo, Varvara, you are wTong. Allow me to 
ask,” he turned again to Alyosha, “wl>at has 
brought you to— our retreat?” 

Alyosha looked attentively at him. It was 
the first time he had seen him. There was some- 
thing angular, flurried and irritable about him. 
Though he had obviously just been drinking, 
he was not drunk. There was extraordinary 
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impudence in his expression, and yet, strange 
to say, at the same time there was fear. He 
looked like a man who had long been kept in 
subjection and had submitted to it, and now 
had suddenly turned and was trying to assert 
himself. Or, better still, like a man who wants 
dreadfully to hit you but is horribly afraid you 
will hit him. In his words and in the intona- 
tion of his .shrill voice there was a sort of crazy 
humour, at times spiteful and at times cring- 
ing. and continually shifting from one tone to 
another. The question about “our retreat” he 
had asked, as it were, quivering all ovcr.rolling 
his eyes, and skipping up so close to Alyosha 
that he instinctively drew back a step. He was 
dressed in a very shabby dark cotton coat, 
patched and spotted. He wore checked trou- 
sers of an extremely light colour, long out of 
fashion, and of very thin material. They were 
so crumpled and so short that he looked as 
though he had grown out of them like a boy. 

”I am Alexey Karamazov,” Alyosha began 
in reply. 

“I quite understand that, sir,” the gentle- 
man snapped out at once to assure him that he 
knew who he was already. “I am Captain 
Snegiryov, sir, but I am still desirous to know 
precisely what has led you ” 

”Oh, I've come for nothing special. I wanted 
to have a word with you— if only you allow 
me." 

“In that case, here is a chair, sir; kindly be 
seated. That’s what they used to say in the old 
comedies, ‘kindly be seated,' ” and wilharap'id 
gesture he seized an empty, chair (it was a 
rough wooden chair, not upholstered) and set 
it for him almost in the middle of the room; 
then, taking another similar chair for himself, 
he sat down facing Alyosha, so close to him 
that their knees almost touched. 

“Nikolay Ilyitch Snegir^'ov, sir, formerly a 
captain in the Russian infantry, put to shame 
for his vices, but still a captain. Though I 
might not be one now for the way I talk; for 
the last half of my life I've learnt to say 'sir.' 
It's a word you use when you’ve come down in 
the world.” 

“That's very true,” smiled Alyosha. “But is 
it used involuntarily or on purpose?” 

“As God's above, it's involuntary, and I 
usen't to use ill 1 didn't use the word 'sir' all 
my life, but as .soon as I sank into low water 1 
began to say ‘sir.' It's the work of a higher 
power. I see you are interested in contempora- 
ry questions, but how can I have excited your 
curiosity, living as 1 do in surroundings im- 
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“I've come— about that busine.ss.” 

“About what business?” the captain inter- 
rupted impatiently. 

“About your meeting with my brother Dmi- 
tri Fyodorovitch,” Alyosha blurted out awk- 
wardly. 

“What meeting, sir? You don't mean that 
meeting? About my *wi.sp of tow,' then?” He 
moved clo.ser .so that his knees positively 
knocked against Alyosha. His lips werestrange- 
ly compressed like a thread. 

“What wisp of tow?” muttered Alyosha. 

“He is come to complain of me, fatherl” 
cried a voice familiar to Alyosha— the voice of 
the schoolboy— from behind the curtain. “I bit 
his finger just now.” The curtain was pulled, 
and Alyosha saw his assailant lying on a little 
bed made up on the bench and the chair in 
the corner under the ikons. The boy lay cov- 
ered by his coat and an old wadded quilt. He 
was evidently unwell, and, judging by his glit- 
tering eyes, he was in a fever. He looked at Al- 
yosha without fear, as though he felt he w^as 
at home and could not be touched. 

“Whatl Did he bite your finger?” The cap- 
tain jumped up from his chair. “Was it your 
finger he bit?” 

“Yes. He was throwing stones with other 
schoolboys. There were six of them against him 
alone. I went up to him, and he threw a stone 
at me and then another at my head. 1 asked 
him what I had done to him. And then he 
rushed at me and bit my finger badly, I don't 
know why.” 

‘Til thrash him, sir, at once— this rainutel” 
The captain jumped up from his seat. 

“But I am not complaining at all, I am sim- 
ply telling you. ... I don't want him to be 
thrashed. Besides, he seems to be ill.” 

“And do you suppose I'd thrash him? That 
I'd take my Ilusha and thrash him before you 
for your satisfaction? Would you like it done 
at once, sir?” .said the captain, suddenly turn- 
ing to Alyosha, as though he were going to at- 
tack him. “1 am sorry about your finger, sir; 
but instead of thrashing Iluslia, would you 
like me to chop off my four fingers with this 
knife here before your eyes to satisfy your just 
wrath? I should think four fingers would be 
enough to satisfy your thirst for vengeance. 
You won't ask for the fifth one too?” He 
stopped short with a catch in his throat. Every 
feaMire in his face was twitching and working; 
he looked extremely defiant. He was in a sort 
of frenzy. 
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“I think I understand it all now,” said Al- 
yosha gently and sorrowfully, still keeping his 
seat. “So your boy is a good boy, he loves his 
father, and he attacked me as the brother of 
your assailant. . . . Now I understand it,” he 
repeated thoughtfully. “But my brother Dmitri 
Fyodorovitrh regrets his action, I know that, 
and if only it is possible for him to come to 
you, or better still, to meet you in that same 
place, he will ask your forgiveness before every- 
one— if you wish it.” 

“After pulling out my beard, you mean, he 
will ask my forgiveness? And he thinks that 
will be a satisfactory finish, doesn’t he?” 

“Oh, no! On the contrary, he will do any- 
thing you like and in any way you like.” 

“So if I were to ask his highness to go down 
on his knees before me in that very tavern— 
‘The Metropolis* it*s called— or in the market- 
place, he would do it?” 

“Yes, he would even go down on his knees.” 

“You’ve pierced rnetotheheart.sir.Touched 
me to tears and pierced me to the heart! I am 
only too sensible oi 'wr brother’s generosity. 
Allow me to introduce my lamily, my two 
daughters and my son— rny litter. Tl I die, who 
will care for them, and while 1 live who but 
they will care for a wretch like me? That’s a 
great thing the Lord has ordained for every 
man of my sort, sir. For there must be someone 
able to love even a man like me,” 

“Ah, that’s perfectly true!’’ exclaimed Al- 
yosha. 

“Oh, do leave off playing the fool! Some 
idiot comes in, and you put us to shainel”cried 
the girl by the window, suddenly turning to 
her father with a disdainful and contemptu- 
ous air. 

“Wait a little, Varvara!” cried her father, 
speaking peremptorily but looking at her quite 
approvingly. “That’s her character,” he said, 
addressing Alyosha again. 

“J/zd in all nature there tens nouff^hl 
That could find favour in his eyes— 

or rather in the feminine— that could find fa- 
v()ur in her eyes. But now let me jiresent you 
to my wife, Arina Petrovna. She is crippled, 
she is forty-three; she can move, but very little. 
She is of humble origin. Arina Petrovna, com- 
pose your countenance. This is Alexey Fyodo- 
rov itch Karamazov. Get up, Alexey Fyodoro- 
vitch.” He took him by^he hand and with un- 
expected force pulled him up. “You must 
stand up to be introduced to a lady. It’s not 
the Karamazov, mamma, who . . . h’m . . . 
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etcetera, but his brother, radiant with modest 
virtues. Come, Arina Petrovna, come, mamma, 
first your hand to be kissed.” 

And he kissed his wife’s hand respectfully 
and even tenderly. The girl at the window 
turned her back indignantly on the scene; an 
expression of extraordinary cordiality came 
over the haughtily inquiring face of the woman. 

“Good morning! Sit down, Mr. Tchernoma- 
zov.” she said. 

“Karamazov, mamma, Karamazov. We are 
of humble origin,” he whispered again. 

“Well, Karamazov, or whatever it is, but I 
always think of Tchernornazov. ... Sit down. 
Why has he pulled you up? He calls me crip- 
pled, but 1 am not, only my legs are sw’ollen 
like barrels, and I am shrivelled up myself. 
Once I used to be so fat, but now it’s as though 
I had swallowed a needle.” 

“We are of humble origin,” the captain mut- 
tered again. 

“Oh, father, father!” the hunchback girl, 
who had till then been silent on her chair, said 
suddenly, and she hid her eyes in her handker- 
chief. 

“Buffoon!” blurted out the girl at the win- 
dow. 

“Have you heard our news?” said the mother, 
pointing at her daughters. “It's like clouds 
coming over; the clouds pass and we have 
music again. When we were with the army, we 
used to have many such guests. I don’t mean 
to make any comparisons; everyone to their 
taste. The deacon’s wife used to come then 
and say, ‘Alexandr Alexandrovitch is a man 
of the noblest heart, but Nastasya Petrovna,’ 
she would say, *is of the brood of hell.’ ‘Well,’ 
1 said, ‘that’s a matter of taste; but you are a 
little spitfire.’ ‘And you want keeping in your 
place,' says she. ‘You black sword,’ said 1, ‘who 
askcxl you to teach me?’ ‘But my breath,’ says 
she, ‘is clean, and yours is unclean.’ ‘You ask 
all the officers whether my breath is unclean.’ 
And ever since then I had it in my mind. Not 
long ago I was sitting here as I am now, when 
I saw that very general come in who came here 
for Faster, and 1 asked him: ‘Your Excellency,' 
said I, ‘can a lady's breath be unpleasant?’ 
'Yes,' he answered; ‘you ought to open a win- 
dow-pane or open the door, for the air is not 
fresh here.’ And they all go on like that! And 
what is my breath to them? The dead smell 
worse still! ‘I won’t spoil the ^lir,’ said I, ‘I’ll 
order some slippers and go awtiy.’ My darlings, 
don’t blame your own mother! Nikolay Ilyitch, 
how is it I can’t please you? There’s only Ilu- 
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sha who comes home from school and loves 
me. Yesterday he brought me an apple. For- 
give your own mother— forgive a poor lonely 
creaturel Why has my breath become unpleas- 
ant to you?” 

And the poor mad woman broke into sobs, 
and tears streamed down her cheeks. The cap- 
tain rushed up to her. 

“Mamma, mamma, my dear, give over I You 
are not lonely. Everyone loves you, everyone 
adores you.” He began kissing both her hands 
again and tenderly stroking her face; taking 
the dinner-napkin, he began wiping away her 
tears. Alyosha fancied that he too had tears in 
his eyes. “There, you see, you hear?” he turned 
with a sort of fury to Alyosha, pointing to the 
poor imbecile. 

“I see and hear,” muttered Alyosha. 

“Father, father, how can you— with himl 
Let him alone!” cried the boy, sitting up in 
his bed and gazing at his father with glowing 
eyes. 

“Do give over fooling, showing off your silly 
antics which never lead to anything!” shouted 
Varvara, stamping her foot with passion. 

“Your anger is quite just this time, Varvara, 
and I'll make haste to satisfy you. Come, put 
on your cap, Alexey Fyodorovitch, and I'll put 
on mine. We will go out. I have a word to say 
to you in earnest, but not within these walls.. 
This girl sitting here is my daughter Nina; 1 
forgot to introduce her to you. She is a heav- 
enly angel incarnate . . . who has flow'ii dow/i 
to us mortals, ... if you can understand.” 

“There he is shaking all o\'er, as though he 
is in convulsions!” Varvara went on indig- 
nantly. 

“And she there stamping her foot at me and 
calling me a fool just now, she is a heavenly 
angel incarnate too, and she has good reason 
to call me so. Come along. Alexey Fyodoro- 
vitch, we must make an end.” 

And, snatching Alyosha's hand, he drew 
him out of the room into the street. 

Chapter 7. And in the Open Air 
“The air is fresh, but in my apartment it is 
not so in any sense of the word. Let us walk 
slowly, sir. 1 should be glad of your kind in- 
terest,” 

“I too have something important to say to 
you,” observed Alyosha, “only I don't know 
how to begin.” 

“To be sure you must have business with 
me. You would never have looked in upon me 
without some object. Unless you come simply 


to complain of the boy, and that’s hardly likely. 
And, by the way, about the boy: I could not 
explain to you in there, but here I will describe 
that scene to you. My tow was thicker a week 
ago— I mean my beard. That's the nickname 
they give to my beard, the schoolboys most of 
all. Well, your brother Dmitri Fyodorovitch 
w^as pulling me by my beard, I'd done nothing, 
he was in a towering rage and happened to 
come upon me. He dragged me out of the tav- 
ern into the market place; at that moment the 
boys w'ere coming out of school, and with 
them Ilusha. As soon as he saw me in such a 
state he rushed up to me. 'Father,' he cried, 
'father!' He caught hold of me, hugged me, 
tried to pull me aw^ay, crying to my assailant, 
'Let go, let go, it's my father, forgive him!'— 
yes, he actually cried ‘forgive him.' He clutched 
at that hand, that very hand, in his little hands 
and kissed it. ... I remember his little face 
at that moment, I haven’t forgotten it and I 
never shiill!” 

“I swear,” cried Alyosha, “that my brother 
will express his most deep and sincere regret, 
even if he has to go down on his knees in that 
same market-place. . . . I'll make him or he is 
no brother of mine!” 

“Aha, then it’s only a suggestion! And it 
does not come from him but simply from the 
generosity of your own warm heart. You 
should have said $0. No, in tli:U.case allow me 
to tell you of your brother's highly chivalrous 
soldierly generosity, for he did give expression 
to it at the time. He left off dragging me by 
my beard and released me: ‘You arc an officer,' 
he said, ‘and 1 am an officer, if you can find a 
decent man to be your .second send me your 
challenge. 1 will give satisfaction, though you 
are a scoundrel.' That’s what he said. A chival- 
rous spirit indeed! I retired with Ilusha, and 
that scene is a family record imprinted forever 
on Ilusha's soul. No, it's not for us to claim 
the privileges of noblemen. Judge for your- 
self. You've just been in our mansion, what 
did you see there? Three ladies, one a cripple 
and weak-minded, another a cripple and 
hunchback and the third not crippled but far 
too clever. She is a student, dying to get back 
to Petersburg, to work for the emancipation 
of the Russian woman on the banks of the 
Neva. I won't speak of Ilusha, h^ is only nine. 
I am alone in the world, and if I die, what will 
become of all of them? I simply ask you that. 
And if I challenge him and he kills me on the 
spot what then? What will become of them? 
And worse still, if he doesn't kill me but only 
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cripples me: I couldn't work, but I should still 
be a mouth to feed. Who would feed it and 
who would feed them all? Must 1 take Ilusha 
from school and send him to beg in the streets? 
That's what it means for me to challenge him 
to a duel. It’s silly talk and nothing else.” 

*‘He will beg your forgiveness, he will bow 
down at your feet in the middle of the market- 
place,” cried Alyosha again, with glowing eyes. 

“I did think of prosecuting him,” the cap- 
tain went on, “but look in our code, could I 
get much compensation for a personal injury? 
And then Agrafena Alexandrovna ' sent for 
me and shouted at me: ’Don’t dare to dream 
of itl If you proceed against him. I’ll publish it 
to all the world that he beat you for your dis- 
lionesty, and then you will be prosecuted.' I 
call God to witness whose was the dishonesty 
and by whose commands I acted, wasn’t it by 
her own and Fyodor Pavlovitch's? ‘And what’s 
more,’ she went on, ‘I’ll dismiss you for good 
and you’ll never earn another penny from me. 
I’ll speak to my merchant too* (that’s what she 
calls her old man^ ‘•'nd he will dismiss you!' 
And if he dismisses me, what can 1 earn then 
from anyone? Those two are all I have to look 
to, for your Fyodor Pavlovitch has not only 
given over employing me, for another reason, 
but he means to make use of papers I’ve signed 
to go to law against me. And so I kept quiet, 
and you have seen our retreat. But now let 
me ask you: did Ilusha hurt your finger much? 
I didn't like to go into it in our mansion be- 
fore him.” 

“Yes, very much, and he was in a great fury. 
He was avenging you on me as a Karamazov, I 
see that now. liiit if only you had seen how he 
was throwing stones at his schoolfellows! It’s 
very dangerous. They might kill him. They are 
children and stupid. A stone may be thrown 
and break somebody’s head.” 

“That’s just what has happened. He has 
been bruised by a stone to-day. Not on the 
head but on the chest, just above the heart. 
He came home crying and groaning and now 
he is ill.” 

“And you know he attacks them first. He is 
bitter against them on your account. They say 
he stabbed a boy called Krassotkin w^ith a pen- 
knife not long ago.” 

“I've heard about that too, it’s dangerous. 
Krassotkin is an olHcial here, we may hear 
more about it.” 

“I would advise yoii,” Alyosha went on 
warmly, “not to send him to school at all for 
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a time till he is calmer . . . and his anger is 
passed.” 

“Anger!” the captain repeated, “that's just 
what it is. He is a little creature, but it's a 
mighty anger. You don't know all, sir. Let me 
tell you more. Since that incident all the boys 
have been teasing him about the ‘wisp of tow.' 
Schoolboys arc a merciless race, individually 
they are angels, but together, especially in 
schools, they are often merciless. Their teasing 
has stirred up a gallant spirit in Ilusha. An 
ordinary boy. a weak son, would have sub- 
mitted, have felt ashamed of his father, sir, 
but he stood up for his father against them all. 
For his father and for truth and justice. For 
what he suffered when he kissed your brother's 
hand and cried to him ‘Forgive father, for- 
give him,*— that only God knows— and I, his 
father. For our children— not your children, 
but ours— the children of the poor gentlemen 
looked down upon by everyone— know what 
justice means, sir, even at nine years old. How 
should the rich know? They don’t explore 
such depths once in their lives. But at that 
moment in the square when he kissed his hand, 
at that moment my Ilusha had grasped all that 
justice means. That truth entered into him 
and crushed him for ever, sir,” the captain said 
hotly again with a sort of frenzy, and he struck 
his right fist against his left palm as though he 
wanted to show how “the truth” crushed Ilu- 
sha. “That very day, sir, he fell ill with fever 
and was delirious all night. All that day he 
hardly said a word to me, but I noticed he kept 
watching me from the corner, though he turned 
to the window and pretended to be learning 
his lessons. But I could see his mind was not 
on his lessons. Next day I got drunk to forget 
my troubles, sinful man as I am, and I don’t 
remember much. Mamma began crying, too— 
I am very fond of mamma— well, I spent my 
last penny drowning my troubles. Don’t de- 
spise me tor that, sir, in Russia men who drink 
arc the best. The best men amongst us are the 
greatest drunkards. I lay down and I don’t re- 
member about Ilusha, though all that day the 
boys had been jeering at him at school. ‘Wisp 
of tow,’ they shouted, 'your father was pulled 
out of the tavern by his wisp of tow, you ran 
by and begged forgiveness.' 

“On the third day when he came back from 
school, I saw he looked pale and wretched. 
‘What is it?' I asked. He wouldn’t answer. 
Well, there’s no talking in oi^ mansion with- 
out mamma and the girls taking part in it. 
What’s more, the girls had heard about it the 
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very first day. Varvara had begun snarling. 
‘You fools and buffoons, can you ever do any- 
thing rational?' 'Quite so,' I said. Van we ever 
do anything rational?* For the time I turned 
it off like that. So in the evening I took the 
boy out for a walk, for you must know we go 
for a walk every evening, always the same way, 
along which we are going now— from our gate 
to that great stone which lies alone in the road 
under the hurdle, which marks the beginning 
of the town pasture. A beautiful and lonely 
spot, sir. Ilusha and 1 walked along hand in 
hand as usual. He has a little hand, his fingers 
are thin and cold— he suffers with his chest, 
you know. 'Father,' said he, 'fatherl* 'Well?' 
said I. I saw his eyes flashing. ‘Father, how he 
treated you then!’ 'It can’t be helped, Ilusha/ 
I said. 'Don’t forgive him, father, don’t forgive 
him! At school they say that he has paid you 
ten roubles for it.' 'No, Ilusha,' said I. ‘I would 
not take money from him for anything.' Then 
he began trembling all over, took my hand 
in both his and kissed it again. ‘Father,’ he 
said, 'father, challenge him to a duel, at school 
they say you are a coward and won’t challenge 
him, and that you’ll accept ten roubles from 
him.* 'I can't challenge him to a duel, Ilusha/ 
I answered. And I told briefly what I’ve just 
told you. He listened. 'Father,' he said, 'any- 
way don’t forgive it. When I grow up I’ll call 
him out myself and kill him.’ His eyes shone 
and glowed. And of course I am his father, and 
I had to put in a word: ‘It’s a sin to kill,’ I 
said, 'even in a duel.’ 'Father,' he said, 'when 
I grow up. I’ll knock him down, knoik the 
sword out of his hand, I’ll fall on him, wave 
my sword over him and say: “I could kill you, 
but I forgive you, .so there!” ’ You see what 
the w^orkings of his little mind have been dur- 
ing these two days; he must have been plan- 
ning that vengeance all day, and raving about 
it at night. 

"But he began to come home from school 
badly beaten, I found out about it the day be- 
fore yesterday, and )ou are right, 1 won’t .send 
him to that school any more. I heard that he 
was standing up against all the ( lass alone and 
defying them all, that his heart was full of re- 
sentment, of bitterne.ss— I w^as alarmed about 
him. We w^ent for another walk. ‘Father,’ he 
asked, ‘are the rich people stronger than any- 
one else on earth?’ ‘Yes, Ilusha,’ I said, ‘there 
arc no people on earth stronger than the rich.' 
'Father,' he said, ‘I will get rich, I will become 
an officer and conquer everybody. The Tsar 
will reward me, 1 will come back here and 


then no one will dare ' Then he was silent 

and his lips still kept trembling. 'Father,' he 
said, 'what a horrid town this is.' 'Yes, Ilusha,' 
I said, ‘it isn’t a very nice town.' 'Father, let us 
move into another town, a nice one,' he said, 
‘where people don’t know about us.’ 'We will 
move, we will, Ilusha,’ said I, 'only I must save 
up for it.' I was glad to be able to turn his 
mind from painful thoughts, and we began to 
dream of how w^e would move to another town, 
how we would buy a horse and cart. ‘We will 
put mamma and your sisters inside, we will 
cover them up ancl we’ll walk, you shall have 
a lift now and then, and I’ll walk beside, for 
we must take care of our horse, we can't all 
ride. That's how we'll go.’ He was enchanted 
at that, most of all at the thought of having a 
horse and driving him. For of course a Russian 
boy is born among horses. We chattered a long 
while. Thank God, 1 thought, I have divcrtc(l 
his mind and comforted him. 

'"rhat was the clay before yesterday, in the 
evening, but last night everything waschanged. 
He had gone to school in the morning, he 
came back depressed, terribly depressed. In 
the evening I took him by the hand ancl we 
went for a walk; he would not talk. There was 
a wind blowing and no sun, and a feeling of 
autumn: twilight was coming on. We walked 
along, both of us depressed. 'Well, my boy,' 
said I, 'how about our setting off on our trav- 
els?’ I thought I might bring hipoi back to our 
talk of the day before. He didn't answer, but 
1 felt his fingers trembling in my hand. Ah, 
I thought, it’s a bad job: there’s something 
fresh. We had reached the stone where we arc 
now. 1 sat down on the stone. And in the air 
there were lots of kites flapping and whirling. 
There were as many as thirty in sight. Of 
course, it’s just the season for the kites. 'Look, 
Ilusha,' said I. ‘ii’s time we got out our last 
year’s kite again. I’ll mend it; where have you 
put it away?’ My boy made nc> answer. He 
lookc-d away and turned sideways to me. And 
then a gust of wind blew up the sand. He sud- 
denly fell on me, threw both his little arms 
round my neck and held me tight. You know, 
when children are silent and proud, and try to 
keep back their tears when they are in great 
trouble and suddenly break down, their tears 
fall in streams. With those warm streams of 
tears, he suddenly wetted rny face. He sobbed 
and shook as though he were in convulsions, 
and squeezed up against me as 1 sat on the 
stone. ‘Father,’ he kept crying, ‘dear father, 
how he insulted you!’ And I sobbed too. We 
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sat shaking in each other’s arms. 'Ilusha,' I said 
to him, 'Ilusha, darling.* No one saw us then. 
God alone saw us; I hope He will record it 
to my credit. You must thank your brother, 
Alexey Fyodorovitch. No, sir, I won’t thrash 
my boy for your satisfaction.” 

fie had gone back to his original tone of re- 
sentful buffoonery. Alyosha felt, though, that 
he trusted him, and that if there had been 
someone else in his, Alyosha’s place, the man 
would not have spoken so openly and would 
not have told what he had just told. This en- 
couraged Alyosha, whose heart was trembling 
on the verge of tears. 

”Ah, how I would like to make friends with 
your boyl” he cried. ”lf you could arrange 
it ” 

“CJcrtainly, sir,” muttered the captain. 

‘‘But now listen to something quite differ- 
ent!” Alyosha w'cnt on. ‘‘I have a message for 
you. I'hat same brother of mine, Dmitri, has 
insulted his betrothed, too. a noble-hearted 
girl of w hom you have probably heard. I have 
a right to tell you of her wrong: I ought to do 
so, in fact, for, hearing of the insult done to 
you and learning ah about your unlortunate 
position, she commissioned me at once— just 
now— to bring you this help from her— but 
only from her alone, not from Dmitri, who has 
abandoned her. Nor from me, his brother, nor 
Irom anyone else, but from her, only from her! 
Slie entreats you to a(a*])t her help. . . . You 
lia\c both been insulted by the same man. 
She thought of you only when she had just 
received a similar insult from him— similar in 
its cruelty, I mean. She comes like a sister to 
help a brother in misfortune. . . . She told me 
to persuade you to take these tw’o hundred 
roubles from her, as from a sister, knowing 
that you are in such need. No one w ill know 
of it, it can give rise to no unjust slander. 
There are the tw’o hundred roubles, and I 
sw'ear you must lake them unless— unless all 
men are to be enemies on earth! But there arc 
brothers even on earth. . . . You have a gener- 
ous heart . . . you must sec that, you must,” 
and Alyosha held out two new rainbow-col- 
oured hundred-rcmble notes. 

' d'hey wTre both standing at the time by the 
great stone close to the fence, and there was 
no one near. 'Fhc notes seemed to produce a 
tremendous impression on the captain. He 
started, but at first only from astonishment. 
Such an outcome of their conversation w'as the 
last thing he expected. Nothing could have 
been farther from his dreams than lielp from 


anyone— and such a sum! 

He took the notes, and for a minute he was 
almost unable to answer, quite a new expres- 
sion came into his face. 

“That for me? So much money— two hun- 
dred roubles! Good heavens! Why, I haven’t 
seen so much money for the last four years! 
Mercy on us! And she says she is a sister. . . . 
And is that the truth?” 

“I swear that all 1 told you is the truth,” 
cried yMyosha. 

The captain flushed red. 

“Listen, my dear, listen. If I take it, I shan't 
be behaving like a scoundrel? In your eyes, 
Alexey Fyodorovitch, I shan’t be a scoundrel? 
No, Alexey Fyodorovitch, listen, listen,” he 
hurried, touching Alyosha w'ith both hishands. 
“You arc persuading me to take it, saying that 
it’s a sister sends it, but inwardly, in your 
heart won’t you feel contempt for me if I take 
it, eh?” 

“No, no, on my salvation I sw^ar I shan’t! 
And no one will ever know but me— I, you and 
she, and one other lady, her great friend.” 

“Never mind the lacly! Listen, Alexey Fyo- 
dorovitch. at a moment like this you must lis- 
ten, for you can’t understand wiiat these two 
hundred roubles mean to me now'.” 'Fhe poor 
fellow went on rising gradually into a sort of 
incoherent, almost w'ild enthusiasm. He was 
thrown off his balance and talked extremely 
fast, as though afraid he would not be allowed 
to say all he had to say. 

“Besides its being honestly acc|uired from a 
‘sister,’ so highly respected and revered, do 
you know that now I can look after mamma 
and Nina, my hunchback angel daughter? Doc- 
tor Herzenstube c.nne to me in the kindness 
c^f his heart and w'as examining them both 
for a whole hour. 'I can make nothing of it,’ 
said he, but he prescribed a mineral w'ater 
which is kept at a chemist’s here. He said it 
would be sure to do her good, and he ordered 
baths, too, W'ith some medicine in them. The 
mineral w'ater cost:, thirty copecks, and she’d 
need to drink forty bottles perhaps: so I took 
the prescription and laid it on the shelf under 
the ikons, and there it lies. And he ordered 
hot baths for Nina w'ith something dissolved 
in ?iem, morning and evening. But how can 
we carry out such a cure in our mansion, with- 
out servants, without help, without a bath, 
and without water? Nina is rheumatic all over, 
I don’t think 1 told you that. All her right side 
aches at night, she is in agony ,/and, would you 
believe it, the angel bears it without groaning 
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for fear of waking us. We eat what we can get, 
and she'll only take the leavings, what you'd 
scarcely give to a dog. *1 am not worth it, 1 am 
taking it from you, I am a burden on you,* 
that's what her angel eyes try to express. We 
wait on her, but she doesn't like it. *1 am a 
useless cripple, no good to anyone.' As though 
she were not worth it, when she is the saving 
of ail of us with her angelic sweetness. With- 
out her, without her gentle word it would be 
hell among us I She softens even Varvara. And 
don't judge Varvara harshly either, she is an 
angel too, she, too, has suffered wrong. She 
came to us for the summer, and she brought 
sixteen roubles she had earned by lessons and 
saved up. to go back with to Petersburg in 
September, that is now. But we took her money 
and lived on it, so now she has nothing to go 
bark with. Though indeed she couldn’t go 
back, for she has to work for us like a slave. 
She is like an overdriven horse w'ith all of us 
on her back. She waits on us all, mends and 
washes, sweeps the floor, puts mamma to bed. 
And mamma is capricious and tearful and in- 
sane! And now 1 can get a servant with this 
money, you understand, Alexey Fyodorovitch, 
I can get medicines for the dear creatures, I 
can send my student to Petersburg, I can buy 
beef, I can feed them properly. Good Lord, 
but it's a dream!" 

Alyosha was delighted that he had brought 
him such happiness and that the poor fellow 
had consented to be made happy. 

"Stay, Alexey Fyodorovitch, stay," the cap- 
tain began to talk with frenzied rapidity, car- 
ried away by a new day-dream. “Do you know 
that Ilusha and I will perhaps really carry out 
our dream. We will buy a horse and cart, a 
black horse, he insists on its being black, and 
we will set off as we pretended the other day. 
I have an old friend, a lawyer in K. province, 
and I heard through a trustworthy man that 
if I were to go he'd give me a place as clerk in 
his office, so, who knows, maybe he would. So 
I’d just put mamma and Nina in the cart, and 
Ilusha could drive, and I’d walk, I’d walk. 
. . . Why, if I only succeed in getting one debt 
paid that’s owing me, I should have perhaps 
enough for that tool" 

"There would be enough!" cried Alyosha. 
"Katerina Ivanovna will send you as much 
more as you need, and you know, I have 
money too, take what you want, as you would 
from a brother, from a friend, you can give it 

back later (You'll get rich, you'll get rich!) 

And you know you couldn't have a better idea 


than to move to another province! It would 
be the saving of you, especially of your boy— 
and you ought to go quickly, before the win- 
ter, before the cold. You must write to us 
when you are there, and we will always be 
brothers. . . . No, it's not a dream!" 

Alyosha could have hugged him, he was so 
pleased. But glancing at him he stopped short. 
The man was standing with his neck out- 
stretched and his lips protruding, with a pale 
and frenzied face. His lips were moving as 
though trying to articulate something; no 
sound came, but still his lips moved. It was un- 
canny. 

"What is it?" asked Alyosha, startled. 

"Alexey Fyodorovitch . . . I . . . you,” mut- 
tered the captain, faltering, looking at him 
with a strange, wild, fixed stare, and an air of 
desperate resolution. At the same time there 
was a sort of grin on his lips. "I . . . you, sir . . . 
wouldn't you like me to show^ you a little trick 
I know?" he murmured, suddenly, in a firm 
rapid whisper, his voice no longer faltering. 

"What trick?" 

"A pretty trick," whispered the captain. His 
mouth was twisted on the left side, his left 
eye was screw'ed up. He still stared at Alyosha. 

"What is the matter? What trick?" Alyosha 
cried, now thoroughly alarmed. 

"Why, look," squealed the captain sudden- 
ly, and showing him the two notes which he 
had been holding by one corner between his 
thumb and forefinger during tITe conversation, 
he crumpled them up savagely and squeezed 
them tight in his right hand. "Do you see, do 
you see?” he shrieked, pale and infuriated. 
And suddenly flinging up his hand, he threw 
the crumpled notes on the sand. "Do you see?” 
he shrieked again, pointing to them. "Look 
there!" 

And with wild fury he began trampling them 
under his heel, gasping and exclaiming as he 
did so: 

"So much for your money! So much for your 
money! So much for your money! So much for 
your money!" 

Suddenly he darted back and drew himself 
up before Alyosha, and his whole figure ex- 
pressed unutterable pride. 

"Tell those w^ho sent you that the wisp of 
tow does not sell his honour." he cried, raising 
his arm in the air. 'f'hen he tprned quickly 
and began to nin; but he had not run five 
steps before he turned completely round and 
kissed his hand to Alyo.sha. He ran another 
five paces and then turned round for the last 
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time. This time his face was not contorted 
with laughter, but quivering all over with 
tears. In a tearful, faltering, sobbing voice 
he cried: 

‘‘What should 1 say to my boy if I took 
money from you for our shame?** 

And then he ran on without turning. Al- 
yosha looked after him, inexpressibly grieved. 
Oh, he saw that till the very last moment the 
man had not known he would crumple up and 
fling away the notes. He did not turn back. Al- 


JOp 

yosha knew he would not. He would not fol- 
low him and call him back, he knew why. 
When he was out of sight, Alyosha picked up 
the two notes. They were very much crushed 
and crumpled, and had been pressed into the 
sand, but were uninjured and even rustled 
like new ones when Alyosha unfolded them 
and smoothed them out. After smoothing them 
out, he folded them up, put them in his pocket 
and went to Katerina Ivanovna to report on 
the success of her commission. 


BOOK V 

Pro and Contra 


Chapter /. The Engagement 

Madamf. Hohlakov was again the first to meet 
Alyosha. She w'as flustered; something impor- 
tant had happened. Katerina Ivanovna’s hys- 
terics had ended in a lainting fit, and then “a 
terrible, awful weakness had followed, she lay 
with her eyes turned up and was delirious. 
Now she was in a fever. I’liey had sent for 
Hcrzciistube; they had .sent tor the aunts. I'he 
aunts were already here, but Herzenstube had 
not yet come, I'hey were all sitting in her 
room, waiting. She was unconscious now, and 
what if it turned to brain feverl** 

Madame Hohlakov looked gravely alarmed. 
“This is serious, serious,’* she added at every 
word, as though nothing that had happened 
to lier before had been serious. Alyosha lis- 
tened with distress, and was beginning to de- 
scribe his adventures, but she interrupted him 
at the first words. She had not time to listen. 
She begged him to sit with Lise and wait for 
her there. 

“Lise,** she whispered almost in his car, “Lise 
has greatly surprised me just now, dear Alexey 
Fyoclorovitch. She touched me, too, and so my 
heart forgives her everything. Only fancy, as 
soon as you had gone, she began to be truly 
remorseful for having laughed at you to-day 
and yesterday, though she was not laughing at 
you, but only joking. But she was seriously 
sorry for it, almost ready to cry, so that I was 
quite surprised. She has never been really 
sorry for laughing at me, but has only made a 
joke of it. And you know she is laughing at me 
every minute. But this time she was in earnest. 


She thinks a great deal of your opinion, Alexey 
Fyodorovitch, and don’t take offence or be 
wounded by her it you can help it. I am never 
hard upon her, for she’s such a clever little 
thing. Would you believe it? She said just now 
that you were a friend of her childhood, 'the 
greatest friend of her childhood'— just think 
of that— ‘greatest friend*- -and what about me? 
She has very strong feelings and memories, 
and, what’s more, she uses these phrases, most 
unexpected words, which come out all of a 
sudden when you least expect them. She spoke 
lately about a pine-tree, for instance: there 
used to be a pine-tree standing in our garden 
in her early childhood. Very likely it*s stand- 
ing there still; so there’s no need to speak in 
the past tense. Pine-trees are not like people, 
Alexey Fyodorovitch. they don’t change quick- 
ly. 'Mamma,* she said, 'I remember this pine- 
tree as in a dream,’ only she said something 
so original about it that 1 can’t repeat it. Be- 
sides, I’ve forgotten it. Well, good-byel 1 am 
so worried 1 feel I shall go out of my mind. 
Ah I Alexey Fyodorovitch, I’ve been out of my 
mind twice in my bfe. Go to Lise, cheer her 
up, as you always can so charmingly. Lise,** she 
cried, going to her door, “here I’ve brought 
you Alexey Fyodorovitch, whom you insulted 
so. He is not at all angry, 1 assure you; on tlie 
cor i vary, he is surprised that you could sup- 
pose so.’’ 

**Merci, maman. Come in, Alexey Fyodoro- 
vitch.” 

Alyosha went in. Lise looked rather embar- 
rassed, and at once flushed crimson. She was 
evidently ashamed of something, and, as peo- 
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pie always do in such cases, she began im- 
mediately talking of other things, as though 
they were of absorbing interest to her at the 
moment. 

“Mamma has just told me all about the two 
hundred roubles, Alexey Fyodoroviuh, and 
your taking them to that poor ofliter . . . and 
she told me all the awful story of how he had 
been insulted . . . and you know, although 
mamma muddles things . . . she always rushes 
from one thing to another ... I cried when I 
heard. Well, did you give him the money and 
how is that poor man getting on?” 

“The fact is I didn't give it to him. and it’s 
a long story.” answered Alyosha, as though he, 
too, could think of nothing but his regiet at 
having failed, yet Lise saw perfectly well that 
he, too. looked aw'ay, and that he, too, was try- 
ing to talk of other things. 

Alyosha sat down to the table and began to 
tell his story, but at the first words he lost his 
embarrassment and gained the whole of Lise's 
attention as well. He spoke with deep feeling, 
under the influence of the strong impression 
he had just recei\ed. and he succeeded in tell- 
ing his story well and circumstantially. In old 
days in Moscow he had been fond of coming 
to Lise and describing to her what had just 
happened to him, what he had read, or wiiat 
he remembered of his childhood. Sometimes 
they had made day-dreams and woven whole 
romances together— generally cheerful and a- 
musing ones. Now they both felt suddenly 
transported to the old days in Moscow, two 
years before. Lise was extremely touched by 
his story. Alyosha described Ilusha with warm 
feeling. When he finished describing how the 
luckless man trampled on the money, Lise 
could not help clasping her hands and crying 
out: 

“So you didn't give him the money! So you 
let him run away! Oh, dear, you ought to have 
run after him!” 

“No, Lise; it’s better I didn’t run after him,” 
said Alyosha, getting up from his chair and 
walking thoughtfully across the room. 

“How so? How is it better? Now they are 
without food and their case is hopeless.” 

“Not hopclc.ss, for the two hunched roubles 
will still come to them. He'll take the money 
to-morrow. To-morrow he will be sure to take 
it,” said Alyosha, pacing up and down, pon- 
dering. “You see, Lise,” he went on, stopping 
suddenly before her, “I made one blunder, but 
that, even that, is all for the best.” 

“What blunder, and why is it for the best?” 


“I'll tell you. He is a man of weak and timor- 
ous character; he has suffered so much and is 
very good-naturedi 1 keep w'ondering why he 
took offence so suddenly, for I assure you, up 
to the last minute, he (lid not know that he 
w'as going to trample on the notes. And I think 
now that there was a great deal to offend him 
. . . and it could not have been otherwise in 
his position. . . . To begin with, he was sore at 
having been so glad of the money in my pres- 
ence and not having concealed it from me. If 
he had been pleased, but not so much; if he 
had not shown it; if he had begun affecting 
scruples and difficulties, as other people do 
when they take money, he might still endure 
to take it. But he was too genuinely delighted, 
and that was mortilying. Ah, Lise, he is a good 
and truthful man— that’s the w'orstol the whole 
business. All the w'hile he talked, his voice was 
so weak, so broken, he talked so last, so fast, he 
kept laughing such a laugh, or perhaps he w^as 
crying— ves, I am sure he was crying, he was so 
delighted— and he talked about his daughters 
—and about the situation he could get in an- 
other town \ncl when he had poured out 

his heart, he felt ashamed at having shown me 
his inmost soul like that. So he began to hate 
me at once. He is one of those awfully sensi- 
tive poor people. What had made him leel 
most ashamed was that he had given in too 
soon and accepted me as a friend, you see. At 
first he almost flew' at me and tried to intimi- 
date me, but as soon as he .sa\^the money he 
had begun embracing me; he kept touching 
me wdth his hands. 'This must have been how 
he came to feel it all so humiliating, and then 
I made that blunder, a very important one. I 
suddenly said to him that if he had not money 
enough to move to another town, we would 
give* it to him, and, indeed, I myself would 
give him as much as he wanted out of my ow^n 
money. That struck him all at once. Why, he 
thought, did 1 put myself forward to help him? 
You know', Lise, it’s awfully hard for a man 
who has been injured, when other people look 
at him as though th(‘y were his benefactors. 
. . . I’ve heard that; Father Zossima told me so. 
I don’t know how to put it, but I have often 
seen it myself. And I feel like that myself, too. 
And the worst of it was that though he did not 
know', up to the very last minute, that he would 
trample on the notes, he had a kind of pre- 
sentiment of it. 1 am sure of that. That’s just 
what made him so ecstatic, that lie had that 
presentiment. . . . And though it's so dread- 
ful, it’s all for the best. In fact. 1 believe noth- 
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ing better could have happened/’ 

’‘Why, why could nothing better have hap- 
pened?” cried Lise, looking with great surprise 
at Alyosha. 

‘‘Because if he had taken the money, in an 
hour after getting home, he would be crying 
with mortification, that’s just w'hat would have 
happened. And most likely he would have 
come to me early to-morrow, and perhaps have 
filing the notes at me and trampled upon them 
as he did just now. But now he has gone home 
awfully proud and triumphant, though he 
knows he has ’ruined him.self.* So now nothing 
could be easier than to make him accept the 
two hundred roubles by to-morrow, for he has 
already vindicated his honour, tossed away the 
money, and trampled it under foot. . . . He 
couldn’t know when he did it that 1 shrmld 
bring it to him again to-morrow, and yet he is 
in terrible need of that money. I'hough he is 
proud (j 1 himseir now, yet even to-day he’ll be 
thinking what a help he has lost. He will think 
of it more than ever at night, will dream of it. 
and by to-morrow morning he may be ready 
to run to me to ask forgiveness. It's just then 
that ril appear. ‘Here, you arc a proud man,’ 
I shall say: ‘you have shown it; but now take 
the money and forgive us!” And then he will 
take it! 

.Myosha was carried away with joy as he 
uttered his last wotds, ‘‘And then he will take 
It!” Lise clapped her hands. 

‘‘Ah, that’s true! I undvrstand that perfectly 
now. Ah, Alyosha, how do you know* all this? 
So young and yet he knows what’s in the heart. 
... 1 should never have worked it out,” 

‘‘ The great thing now is to persuade him 
that he is on an c^cpial footing with us, in spite 
of his taking money from us,” Alyosha went on 
in his cx( itement, ‘‘and not only on an ecjual, 
but even on a higher footing.” 

‘‘ ‘On a higher footing’ is charming, Alexey 
Fyodoroviu h; but go on. go on!” 

‘‘You mean there isn’t such an expression as 
'on a higher footing’; but that doesn’t matter 
because ” 

‘‘Oh, no, of course it doesn’t matter. For- 

gi\e me, Alyosha, dear You know,! scarcely 

respected you till now^— that is I respected you 
l)ut on an ecjual footing: but now 1 shall 
begin to respect you on a higher footing. Don’t 
be angry, dear, at my joking,” .she put in at 
one's with strong feeling. ”1 am absurd and 
small, but you, you! l.isten, Alexey Fyodoro- 
vitch. Isn’t there in alFour analysis— I mean 
your analysis . . . no, better call it ours— aren't 


we showing contempt for him, for that poor 
man— in analysing his soul like this, as it were, 
from above, eh? In deciding so certainly that 
he will take the money?” 

“No, Lise, it’s not contempt,” Alyo.sha an- 
swered, as though he had prepared himself for 
the (|uestion. ‘‘I was thinking of that on the 
w^ay here. How^ can it be contempt when w'e 
are all like him, tvhen we are all just the same 
as he is? For you know w^e are just the same, 
no better. If w^e are better, we should have 
been just the same in his place. ... I don’t 
know about you, Lise, but 1 consider that I 
have a sordid soul in many ways, and his soul 
is not sordid: on the contrary, full of fine feel- 
ing. . . . No, Lise, I have no contempt for 
him. Do you know, Lise, my elder told me once 
to care for most people exactly as one would 
for children, and lor some of them as one 
would for the sick in hospitals.” 

‘‘Ah, Alexey Fyociorovitc h. dear, let us care 
for people as we would tor the sick!” 

“Let us. Lise: I am ready. "Fhough I am not 
altogether ready in myself. I am sometimes 
very impatient and at other times I don’t see 
things, it's different with you.” 

‘’y\h,l don’t believe it! Alexey Fyodorovitch, 
how happy I am!” 

“I am so glad you say so. Lise.” 

“Alexey Fyodorovitch, you arc wonderfully 
good, but )ou arc sometimes .sort of formal. 

. . . And yet you arc not a bit formal really. 
Go to the door, open it gently, and .sec whether 
mamma is listening,” said Lise, in a nervous, 
hurried whisper. 

Alyosha went, opened the door, and re- 
ported that no one was listening. 

“(kmic here, Alexey Fyodorovitch,” Lise 
went on. Hushing rc^dcler and redder. “Give me 
your hand— that’:, right. 1 have to make a great 
conlession. I didn’t write to you yesterday in 
joke, but in earnest,” and she hid her eyc:s with 
her hand. It was evident that she was greatly 
ashamed of the conlession. 

Suddenly she snatched his hand and impul- 
sively kissed it three times. 

“Ah, Lise, what a good thing! ” cried Alyo.sha 
joyfully. “You know, 1 was perfectly sure you 
were in earnest.” 

“Sure? Upon my word!” She put aside his 
hand, but did not leave go of it, blushing 
holly, and laughing a little happy laugh. “I 
kiss his hand and he says, ’What a good 
thing!' ” 

But her reproach was undeserved. Alyosha, 
too, was greatly overcome. 
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should like to please you always, Lise, but 
I don’t know how to do it." he muttered, 
blushing too. 

"Alyosha, dear, you are cold and rude. Do 
you see? He has chosen me as his wife and is 
quite settled about it. He is sure I was in ear- 
nest. What a thing to say! Why, that’s imperti- 
nence— that’s what it is." 

"Why, was it wong of me to feel sure?" Al- 
yosha asked, laughing suddenly. 

"Ah, Alyosha, on the contrary, it w’as de- 
lightfully right," cried Lise, looking tenderly 
and happily at him. 

Alyosha stood still, holding her hand in his. 
Suddenly he stooped down and kissed her on 
her lips. 

"Oh, what are you doing?" ciied Lise. Al- 
yosha was terribly abashed. 

"Oh, forgive me if I shouldn’t. . . . Perhaps 
I’m awfully stupid. . . . You said 1 was cold, so 
1 kissed you. . . . But 1 see it was stupid." 

Lise laughed, and hid her face in her hands. 
"And in that dress!" she ejaculated in the 
midst of her mirth. But she suddenly ceased 
laughing and became serious, almost stern. 

"Alyosha, w'e must put off kissing. We are 
not ready for that yet, and we shall have a 
long time to w^ait," she ended suddenly. "Tell 
me rather why you who are so clever, so intel- 
lectual, so observant, choose a little idiot, an 
invalid like me? Ah, Alyosha, 1 am awfully 
happy, for I don't deserve you a bit." 

"You do, Lise. I shall be leaving the mon- 
astery altogether in a few days. If I go into the 
w'orld, I must marry. I know that. He told me 
to marry, too. Whom could 1 marry better 
than you— and who would have me except 
you? I have been thinking it over. In the first 
place, you’ve knowm me from a child and 
you’ve a great many qualities I haven’t. You 
are more light-hearted than 1 am; above all, 
you are more innocent than I am. 1 have been 
brought into contact witli many, many things 
already. . . . Ah, you don’t know, but I, too, 
am a Karamazov. What does it matter if you 
do laugh and make jokes, and at me, too? Go 
on laughing. 1 am so glad you do. You laugh 
like a little child, but you think like a martyr." 

"Like a martyr? How?’’ 

"Yes, Lise, your question just now; whether 
we weren’t showing contemy>t for that poor 
man by dissecting his soul— that was the ques- 
tion of a sufferer. . . . You see, 1 don’t know 
how to express it, but anyf)ne who thinks of 
such questions is capable of suffering. Sitting 
in your invalid chair you must have thought 


over many things already." 

"Alyosha, give me your hand. Why are you 
taking it away?" murmured Lise in a failing 
voice, weak w^ith happiness. "Listen. Alyosha. 
What will you wear when you come out of the 
monastery? What sort of suit? Don’t laugh, 
don’t be angry, it’s very, very important to 
me." 

"1 haven't thought about the suit, Lise; But 
I’ll wear whatever you like." 

"I should like you to have a dark blue velvet 
coat, a white piqu^ waistcoat, and a soft grey 
felt hat. . . . Tell me, did you believe that I 
didn’t care for you when I said I didn’t mean 
what I wrote?" 

"No, I didn’t believe it." 

"Oh, you insupportable person, you are in- 
corrigible." 

"You see, I knew that you— seemed to care 
for me, but 1 pretended to believe that you 
didn’t care for me to make it— easier for you." 

"That makes it worse! Worse and better 
than all! Alyosha, I am awfully fond of you. 
Just before you came this morning, 1 tried my 
fortune. I decided 1 would ask you for my let- 
ter, and if you brought it out calmly and gave 
it to me (as might have been expected from 
you) it would mean that you did not love me 
at all. that you felt nothing, and were simply 
a stupid boy, good for nothing, and that I am 
ruined. But you left the letter at home and 
that cheered me. You left it behind on pur- 
pose, so as not to give it bade, because you 
knew I would ask for it? 'I’hat was it, wasn't 
it?" 

"Ah, Lise, it was not so a bit. The letter is 
with me now, and it was this morning, in this 
pocket. Here it is.” 

Alyosha pulled the letter out laughing, and 
showed it her at a distance. 

"But I am not going to give it to you. Look 
at it from here." 

"Why, then you told a lie? You, a monk, 
told a lie!" 

"I told a lie if you like," Alyosha laughed, 
tcK>. "I told a lie so as not to give you back the 
letter. It’s very precious to me," he added sudr 
dcnly, with strong feeling, atid again he 
flushed. "It always will be, and I won't give it 
up to anyone!" 

Lise looked at him joyfully. "Alyosha," she 
murmured again, "look at live door. Isn’t 
mamma listening?" 

"Very well, Lise, I’ll look; but wouldn’t it 
be better not to look? Why suspect your mother 
of such meanness?" 
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“What meanness? As for her spying on her 
daughter, it's her right, it’s not meannessl" 
cried Lise, firing up. “You may be sure. Alexey 
Fyodorovitch, that when I am a mother. If I 
have a daughter like myself I shall certainly 
spy on her!” 

“Really, Lise? That’s not right.” 

“Oh, niy goodness! What has meanness to 
do with it? If she were listening to some ordi- 
nary worldly conversation, it would be mean- 
ness, but when her owm daughter is shut up 
with a young man . . . Listen, Alyosha, do you 
know I shall spy upon you as soon as we are 
married, and let me tell you I shall open all 
your letters and read them, so you may as well 
be prepared.” 

“Yes, of course, if so—” muttered Alyosha, 
“only it’s not right.” 

“Ah, how contemptuous! Alyosha, dear, we 
won’t quarrel the very first day. I’d better tell 
you the whole truth. Of course, it’s very wrong 
to spy on people, and, of course, 1 am not 
right and you are, only 1 shall spy on you all 
the same.” 

‘‘Do. then; you v 'm’t find out anything,” 
laughed Alyosha. 

“And Alyosha, will you give in to me? We 
must decide that too.” 

“1 shall be delighted to, Lise, and certain 
to, only not in the most important things. 
Even if you don't agree with me, I shall do my 
duty in the most important things.” 

“That’s right; but let me tell you 1 am ready 
to give in to you not only in the most impor- 
tant matters, but in everything. And I am 
ready to vow to do so now— in everything, and 
for all my life!” cried Lise fervently, “and I’ll 
do it gladly, gladly! What’s more. I’ll swear 
never to spy on you, never once, never to read 
one of your letters. For you are right and 1 am 
not. And though 1 shall be awfully tempted to 
spy, I know that I won’t do it since you 
consider it dishonourable. You are my con- 
science now. . . . Listen, Alexey Fyodorovitch, 
why have you been so sad lately— both yes- 
terday and to-day? I know you have a lot 
of anxiety and trouble, but I sec you have 
some special grief besides, some secret one, 
perhaps?” 

“Yes, I.ise, 1 have a secret one, too,” an- 
swered Alyosha mournfully. “I see you love 
me, since you guessed that.” 

“What grief? What about? Can you tell 
me?” asked Lise with timid entreaty. 

“I’ll tell you later, Lise— afterwards,” said 
Alyosha, confused. “Ncm you wouldn’t under- 
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stand it perhaps— and perhaps I couldn’t ex- 
plain it.” 

“I know your brothers and your father are 
worrying you, too.” 

“Yes, my brothers too,” murmured Alyosha, 
pondering. 

“I don’t like your brother Ivan, Alyosha,” 
said Lise suddenly. 

He noticed this remark with some surprise, 
but did not answer it. 

“My brothers are destroying themselves,” he 
went on, “my father, too. And they are destroy- 
ing others with them. It’s ‘the primitive force 
of the Karamazovs,’ as Father Pa'issy said the 
other day, a crude, unbridled, earthly force. 
Does the spirit of God move above that force? 
Even that I don’t know. I only know that I, 

too, am a Karamazov Me a monk, a monk! 

Am I a monk, Lise? You said just now that I 
was.” 

“Yes, I did.” 

“And perhaps I don’t even believe in God.” 

“You don’t believe? What is the matter?” 
said Lise quietly and gently. But Alyosha did 
not answer. There was something too mysteri- 
ous, too subjective in these last words of his, 
perhaps obscure to himself, but yet torturing 
him. 

“And now on the top of it all, my friend, the 
best man in the world, is going, is leaving the 
earth! If you knew, Lise, how bound up in 
soul I am with him! And then I shall be left 
alone. ... I shall come to you, Lise. . . . For 
the future we w'ill be together.” 

“Yes, together, together! Henceforward we 
shall be always n^gether, all our lives! Listen, 
kiss me, I allow you.” 

Alyosha kissed her. 

“Come, now go. Christ be with you!” and 
she made the sign of the cross over him. “Make 
haste back to him while he is alive. I see I’ve 
kept you cruelly. I’ll pray to-day for him and 
you. Alyosha, we shall be happy! Shall we be 
happy, shall we?” 

“I believe we shall, Lise.” 

Alyosha thought it better not to go in to 
Madame Hoh Iakov and was going out of the 
house without saying good-bye to her. But 
no sooner had he opened the door than he 
found Madame Hohlakov standing before 
him. From tlie first word Alyosha guessed that 
she had been waiting on purpose to meet 
him. 

“Alexey Fyodorovitch, this is awful. This is 
all childish nonsense and ridiculous. 1 trust 
you won’t dream It’s foolishness, nothing 
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but foolishnessl'* she said, attacking him at 
once. 

“Only don’t tell her that/* said Alyosha, “or 
she will be upset, and that's bad for her now.” 

“Sensible advice from a sensible young man. 
Am I to understand that you only agreed with 
her from compassion for her invalid state, be- 
cause you didn’t want to irritate her by con- 
tradiction?” 

“Oh no, not at all. I was quite serious in 
what I said,” Alyosha declared stoutly. 

“To be serious about it is impossible, un- 
thinkable, and in the first place I shall never 
be at home to you again, and I shall take her 
away, you may be sure of that.” 

“But why?” asked Alyosha. “It’s all so far 
off. We may have to wait anothei year and a 
half.” 

“Ah, Alexey Fyodorovitch, that’s true, of 
course, and you’ll have time to quarrel and 
separate a thousand times in a year and a half. 
But I am so unhappy! 7'hough it’s such non- 
sense. it’s a great blow to me. I feel like Fatnu- 
sov in the last scene of Sorrow from Wii. You 
are Tchatsky and she is Sofya, and, only fancy, 
I’ve run down to meet you on the stairs, and 
in the play the fatal scene takes place on the 
staircase. I heard it all; I alnu^st dropped. So 
this is the explanation of her drcadlul night 
and her hysterics of latel It means love to 
the daughter but death to the mother. I 
might as well be in my grave at once. And 
a more serious matter still, what is this let- 
ter she has written? Show' it me at once, 
at oncel” 

“No, there’s no need. Tell me, how is Ka- 
terina Ivanovna now'? I must know.” 

“She still lies in delirium; she has not re- 
gained consciousness. Her aunts arc here; but 
they do nothing but sigh and give themselves 
airs. Herzenstube came, and he w’as so alarmed 
that I didn’t know what to do for him. 1 nearly 
sent for a doctor to look after him. lie w'as 
driven home in my carriage. And on the top 
of it all, you and this letter! It’s true nothing 
can happen for a year and a half. In the name 
of all that’s holy, in the name of your dying 
elder, show me that letter, Alexey Fy idoro- 
vitch. I’m her mother. Hold it in your hand, 
if you like, and I will read it so.” 

“No, I won’t show it to you. Even if she 
sanctioned it, I wouldn’t. I am coming to- 
morrow, and if you like, we can talk over many 
things, but now good-byel” 

And Alyosha ran downstairs and into the 
street. 


Chapter 2, Smerdyakov with a Guitar 
He had no time to lose indeed. Even while he 
was saying good-bye to Lise, the thought had 
struck him that he must attempt some strata- 
gem to find his brother Dmitri, who was evi- 
dently keeping out of his way. It was getting 
late, nearly three o’clock. Alyosha’s W'hole soul 
turned to the monastery, to his dying saint, 
but the necessity of seeing Dmitri outweighed 
everything. The conviction that a gieat inevi- 
table catastrophe w'as about to happen grew 
stn)nger in Alyosha’s mind with every hour. 
What that catastrophe w'as.and what he w’ould 
say at that moment to his brother, he could 
perhaps not have said definitely. ‘‘Even if iny 
benefactor must die without me. anyway 1 
W’on’t have to reproach m\self all my lile with 
the thought that 1 might have savcnl something 
and did not. but passed by and hastened home. 
If 1 do as 1 intent!, 1 shall be followinghis great 
pretept.” 

His plan w'as to catch his brother Dmitri 
unawaies, to tlinib over the fence, as he iiad 
the day belorc, get into the garden and sii in 
the summer-house. If Dmitri were not there, 
thought .Myosha, he would not announce him- 
scll to Foina or the women of the house, but 
would remain hidden in the summcT-honse. 
even if he had to w’ait there till evening. If. as 
before, Dmitri were lying in wait for Giushen- 
ka to come, he would be very likely to come to 
the summer-house. Ahosha did not, however, 
give much thought to the details ol his plan, 
but resolved to act upon it, even if it rnc'ant 
not getting back to the monastery tliat day. 

Evervthing liaj)pened without hindi.nice, he 
climbed over the hurdle almost in the same 
spot as the day before, and stole into the sum- 
mer-house unseen. He did not want to be no- 
ticed. 'Fhe woman of the house and Foma too, 
if he were here, might be loyal to his brother 
and obey his instructions, and so refuse to let 
Alyosha come into the garden, or might warn 
Dmitri that he was being sought and inejuired 
fcjr. 

There w'as no one in the summer-house. 
Alyosha sat down and began to wait. Helooked 
round the summer-house, which somehow 
struck him as a great deal more ancient than 
before. Though the day was just as fine as 
yesterday, it seemed a wretched little place this 
time. There was a circle on the table, left no 
doubt from the glass of brandy having been 
spilt the day before. Foolish and irrelevant 
ideas strayed about his mind, as they always 
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do in a time of tedious waiting. He wondered, 
for instance, why he had sat down precisely in 
the same place as before, why not in the other 
seat. At last he felt very depressed— depressed by 
suspense and uncertainty. But he had not sat 
there more than a quarter of an hour, when 
he suddenly heard the thrum of a guitar some- 
where ejuite close. People were sitting, or had 
only just sat down, somewhere in the bushes 
not more than twenty paces away. Alyosha sud- 
denly recollected that on coming out of the 
summer-house ihe day before, he had caught a 
glimpse of an old green low garden-seat among 
the bushes on the left, by the fence. The peo- 
ple must be sitting on it now. Who were they? 

A man’s voice suddenly began singing in a 
sugary falsetto, accompanying himself on the 
guitar: 

With mvincihle force 
I am bound to my dear. 

O Lord, have mercy 
On her and on me! 

On her and on me! 

On her and on me! 

The voice ceased. It was a lackey’s tenor and a 
lackey’s song. AriiAiu. >idrr, a woman's, sud- 
denly asked insinuatingly and bashfully, 
though with mincing affectation: 

“Why haven’t you been to see us for so long, 
Pavel Fyodorovilch? Why do you always look 
down upon us?” 

“Not at all,” answ’cred a man’s voice politely, 
but with emphatic dignity. It w^as clear that 
the man had the best of the position, and that 
the w'oman was making advances. “I believe 
the man must be Smerdyakov,” thought Alyo- 
.sha, “from his voice. And the lady must be the 
daughter of the house here, who has come from 
Moscow, the one who wears the dress with a 
tail and goes to Marfa for soup.” 

“I am awfully fond of verses of all kinds, if 
they rhyme,” the woman’s voice continued. 
“Why don’t you go on?” 

The man sang again: 

What do I rare for royal wealth 
If but my dear one be in health? 

Lord have mercy 
On her and on me! 

On her and on me! 

On her and on me! 

“It was even better last time,” observed the 
woman’s voice. “You sang ‘If my darling be 
in health’; it sounded more tender. I suppose 
you’ve forgotten to-day.” 

“Poetry is rubbish!” said Smerdyakov curtly. 

“Oh, no! I am very fond of poetry.” 

“So far as it’s poetry, it’s essential rubbish. 
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Consider yourself, who ever talks in rhyme? 
And if we were all to talk in rhyme, even 
though it were decreed by government, we 
shouldn’t say much, should we? Poetry is no 
good, Marya Kondratyevna.” 

“How clever you are! How is it you’ve gone 
so deep into everything?” The woman’s voice 
was more and more insinuating. 

“I could have done bettei than that. I could 
have kncjwn more than that, if it had not been 
for my destiny from my childhood up. I would 
have shot a man in a duel if he called me names 
because I am descended from a filthy beggar 
and have no father. And they used to throw 
it in my teeth in Moscow. It had reached them 
from here, thanks to Grigory Vassilyevitch. 
Grigory Vassilyevitch blames me for rebelling 
against my birth, but I would have sanctioned 
their killing me before 1 was born that I might 
not have come into the world at all. They used 
to say in the market, and your mamma too, 
with great lack of delicacy, set off telling me 
that her hair w'as like a mat on her head, and 
that she was short of five foot by a wee bit. 
Why talk of a wee bit while she might have 
said 'a little bit,’ like everyone else? She wanted 
to make it touching, a regular peasant’s feel- 
ing. Can a Russian peasant be said to feel, in 
comparison with an educated man? He can’t 
be said to have feeling at all, in his ignorance. 
From my childhood up when I hear 'a wee bit,' 
I am ready to burst with rage. 1 hate all Russia, 
Marya Kondratyevna.” 

“If you’d been a cadet in the army, or a 
)oung hussar, you w'ouldn’t have talked like 
that, but \vould have drawn your sabre to de- 
fend all Russia.” 

“I don’t want to be a hussar, Marya Kon- 
dratyevna, and, what’s more, I shoulcl like to 
abolish all soldieis.” 

“And when an enemy comes, who is going to 
defend us?” 

“I'here’s no need of defence. In 1812 there 
was a great invasion of Russia by Napoleon, 
first Fmperor of the French, father of the pres- 
ent one, and it would have been a good thing 
if they had (on(|uered us. A clever nation 
would have conquered a very stupid one and 
annexed ii. We should ha\ehad quitedifferent 
instil Litions.” 

“Are they so much better in their own coun- 
try than wc arc? I w’ouldn’t change a dandy I 
know of for three young Fnglishmen,” observed 
Marya Kondratyevna tenderly, doubtless ac- 
companyingher words withan^dst languishing 
glance. 
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•‘That’s as one prefers.” 

“But you are just like a foreigner— just like 
a most gentlemanly foreigner. I tell you that, 
though it makes me bashful.” 

“If you care to know, the folks there and 
ours here are just alike in their vice. They are 
swindlers, only there the scoundrel wears pol- 
ished boots and here he grovels in filth and 
sees no harm in it. The Russian people want 
thrashing, as Fyodor Pavlovitch said very truly 
yesterday, though he is mad, and all his chil- 
dren.” 

“You said yourself you had such a respect 
for Ivan Fyodorovitch.” 

“But he said I was a stinking lackey. He 
thinks that I might be unruly. He is mistaken 
there. If I had a certain sum in my pocket, I 
would have left here long ago. Dmitri Fyodoro- 
vitch is lower than any lackey in his behaviour, 
in his mind, and in his poverty. He doesn’t 
know how to do anything, and yet he is re- 
spected by everyone. I may be only a soup- 
maker, but with luck I could open a caf^ res- 
taurant in Petrovka, in Moscow, for my cook- 
ery is something special, and there's no one in 
Moscow, except the foreigners, whose cookery 
is anything special. Dmitri Fyodorovitch is a 
beggar, but if he were to challenge the son of 
the first count in the country, he'd fight him. 
Though in what way is he better than I am? 
For he is ever so much stupider than I am. 
Look at the money he has wasted without any 
need!” 

"It must be lovely, a duel,” Marya Kon- 
dratyevna obser\^ed suddenly. 

“How so?” 

“It must be so dreadful and so brave, espe- 
cially when young officers with pistols in their 
hands pop at one another for the sake of some 
lady. A perfect picture! Ah, if only girls were 
allowed to look on, I’d give anything to see 
onel” 

“It’s all very well when you arc firing at 
someone, but when he is firing straight in your 
mug, you must feel pretty silly. You'd be glad 
to run away, Marya Kondratyevna.” 

“You don't mean you would run away?” 
But Smerdyakov did not deign to reply. After 
a moment's silence the guitar tinkled again, 
and he sang again in the same falsetto: 

Whatever you may say, 

/ shall go far away. 

Life will be bright and gay 
In the city far away. 

/ shall not grieve, 

/ shall not grieve at all, 

I don't intend to grieve at all. 


Then something unexpected happened. 
Alyosha suddenly sneezed. They were silent. 
Alyosha got up and walked towards them. He 
found Smerdyakov dressed up and wearing 
polished boots, his hair pomaded, and perhaps 
curled. The guitar lay on the garden-seat. His 
companion was the daughter of the house, 
wearing a light-blue dress with a train two 
yards long. She was young and would not have 
been bad-looking, but that her face was so 
round and terribly freckled. 

“Will my brother Dmitri soon be back? 
asked Alyosha with as much composure as he 
could. 

Smerdyakov got up slowly; Marya Kondra- 
tyevna rose too. 

“How am I to know about Dmitri Fyodoro- 
vitch? It's not as if I were his keeper,” an- 
swered Smerdyakov quietly, distinctly, and su- 
perciliously. 

“But I simply asked whether you do know?” 
Alyosha explained. 

“1 know nothing of his whereabouts and 
don't want to.” 

“But my brother told me that you let him 
know all that goes on in the house, and prom- 
ised to let him know when Agrafena Alexan- 
drovna comes.” 

Smerdyakov turned a deliberate, unmoved 
glance upon him. 

“And liow did you get in this time, since the 
gate was bolted an hour ago?'|^he asked, look- 
ing at Alyosha. 

“1 came in from the back-alley, over the 
fence, and went straight to the summer-house. 
I hope you'll forgive me,” he added, addressing 
Marya Kondratyevna. “1 was in a hurry to find 
my brother.” 

“Ach, as though we could take it amiss in 
you!” drawled Marya Kondratyevna, flattered 
by Alyosha's apology. “For Dmitri Fyodoro- 
vitch often goes to the summer-house in that 
way. We don’t know he is here and he is sitting 
in the summer-house.” 

“1 am very anxious to find him, or to learn 
from you where he is now. Believe me, it's on 
business of great importance to him.” 

“He never tells us,” lisped Nlarya Kondra- 
tyevna. 

“Though 1 used to come her^ as z friend,” 
Smerdyakov began again, “Dmitri Fyodoro- 
vitch has pestered me in a merdless way even 
here by his incessant questions about the mas- 
ter. ‘What news?' he'll ask. ‘What's going on 
in there now? Who's coming and going?' and 
can't I tell him something more. Twicealready 
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he's threatened me with death " 

“With death?" Alyosha exclaimed in sur- 
prise. 

"Do you suppose he'd think much of that, 
with his temper, which you had a chance of 
observing yourself yesterday? He says if I let 
Agrafena Alexandrovna in and she passes the 
night there, I'll be the first to suffer for it. I 
am terribly afraid of him, and if I were not 
even more afraid of doing so, I ought to let the 
police know. God only knows what he might 
not do!" 

"His honour said to him the other day, 'I'll 
pound you in a mortarl' " added Marya Kon- 
dratyevna. 

"Oh, if it's pounding in a mortar, it may 
be only talk," observed Alyosha. “If I could 
meet him, I might speak to him about that 
too." 

"Well, the only thing I can tell you is this," 
said Smcrdyakov, as though thinking better 
of it; “I am here as an old friend and neigh- 
bour, and it would be odd if I didn’t come. On 
the other hand, Ivan Fyodorovitch sent me first 
thing this morning to your brother’s lodging 
in I.ake Street, without a letter, but with a 
message to Dmitri Fyodorovitch to go to dine 
with him at the restaurant here, in the market- 
place. 1 went, but didn’t find Dmitri Fyodoro- 
vitch at home, though it was eight o’clock. 
‘He’s been here, but he is quite gone,’ those 
were the very words of his landlady. It's as 
though there was an understanding between 
them. Perhaps at this moment he is in the res- 
taurant with Ivan Fyodorovitch, for Ivan Fyo- 
dorovitch has not been home to dinner and 
Fyodor Pavlovitch dined alone an hour ago, 
and is gone to lie down. But I beg you most 
particularly not to speak of me and of what I 
have told you, for he'd kill me for nothing at 
all." 

"Brother Ivan invited Dmitri to the restau- 
rant to-day?" repeated Alyosha quickly. 

"That's so.” 

"The Metropolis tavern in the market- 
place?” 

"The very same." 

"That’s quite likely," cried Alyosha, much 
excited. "Thank you, Smerdyakov; that’s im- 
portant. I’ll go there at once." 

"Don’t betray me," Smerdyakov called after 
him. 

"Oh, no. I'll go to the tavein as though by 
chance. Don’t be anxious." 

"But wait a minute, i’ll open the gate to 
you,” cried Marya Kondratyevna. 
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"No; it's a short cut. I'll get over the fence 
again.” 

What he had heard threw Alyosha into great 
agitation. He ran to the tavern. It was impossi- 
ble for him to go into the tavern in his monas- 
tic dress, but he could inquire at the entrance 
for his brothers and call them down. But just 
as he reached the tavern, a window was flung 
open, and his brother Ivan called down to him 
from it. 

"Alyosha, can’t you come up here to me? I 
shall be awfully grateful." 

"To be sure I can, only I don’t quite know 
whether in this dress ” 

"But I am in a room apart. Come up the 
steps; I’ll run down to meet you." 

A minute later Alyosha was sitting beside 
his brother. Ivan was alone dining. 

Chapter The Brothers Make Friends 
Ivan was not, however, in a separate room, but 
only in a place shut off by a screen, so that it 
was unseen by other people in the room. It 
w^as the first room from the entrance with a 
buffet along the wall. Waiters were continually 
darting to and fro in it. I'he only customer in 
the room wasanoldretircdmilitary man drink- 
ing tea in a corner. But there was the usual 
bustle going on in the other rooms of the tav- 
ern; there were shouts for the waiters, the sound 
of popping corks, the click of billiard balls, 
the drone of the organ. Alyosha knew that 
Ivan did not usually visit this tavern and dis- 
liked taverns in general. So he must have come 
here, he reflected, simply to meet Dmitri by 
arrangement. Yet Dmitri was not there. 

"Shall J order you fish, soup, or anything. 
You don’t live on tea alone, 1 suppose," cried 
Ivan, apparently delighted at having got hold 
of Alyosha. He l ad finished dinner and was 
drinking tea. 

"Let me have soup, and tea afterwards, I am 
hungry,’’ said Alyosha gaily. 

"And t berry jam? They have it here. You 
remember how you used to love cherry jam 
when you were little?" 

"You remember that? Let me have jam too, 
I like it still.” 

Ivan rang for the waiter and ordered soup, 
jam, and tea. 

"I remember everything, Alyosha, I remem- 
ber you till you were eleven,! was nearly fifteen. 
There's such a difference between fifteen and 
eleven that brothers arc never companions at 
those ages. I don’t know whethQr I was fond of 
you even. When I went away to Moscow for 
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the first few years I never thought of you at all. 
Then, when you came to Moscow yourself, we 
only met once somewhere, I believe. And now 
I've been here more than three months, and 
so far we have scarcely said a word to each 
other. To-morrow I am going away, and I was 
just thinking as I sat here how I could see you 
to say good-bye and just then you passed.” 

“Were you very anxious to see me, then?” 

“Very. I want to get to know you once for 
all. and I want you to know me. And then to 
say good-bye. I believe it’s always best to get 
to know people just before leaving them. I’ve 
noticed how you’ve been looking at me these 
three months. There has been a continual look 
of expectation in your eyes, and I can’t endure 
that. That's how it is I've kept away from you. 
But in the end I have learned to respect you. 
The little man stands firm. I thought. Though 
I am laughing. I am serious. You do stand firm, 
don’t you? I like people who are firm like that 
whatever it is they stand by, even if they are 
such little fellows as you. Your expectant eyes 
ceased to annoy me,l grew fond of them in the 
end, those expectant eyes. You seem to love 
roe for some reason, Alyosha?” 

“I do love you, Ivan. Dmitri says of you— 
Ivan is a tombl 1 say of you, Ivan is a riddle. 
You are a riddle to me even now. But I under- 
stand something in you, and 1 did not under- 
stand it till this morning.” 

“What’s that?” laughed Ivan. 

“You won’t be angry?” Alyosha laughed too. 
“Well?” 

“That you are just as young as other young 
men of three and twenty, that you are just a 
young and fresh and nice boy, green in fact I 
Now, have I insulted you dreadfully?” 

“On the contrary, I am struck by a coinci- 
dence,” cried Ivan, warmly and good-humour- 
edly. “Would you believe it that ever since that 
scene with her, I have thought of nothing else 
but my youthful greenness, and just as though 
you guessed that, you begin about it. Do you 
know I've been sitting here thinking to myself: 
that if I didn’t believe in life, if I lost faith in 
the woman I love, lost faith in the order of 
things, were convinced, in fact, that everything 
is a disorderly, damnable, and perhaps devil- 
ridden chaos, if 1 were struck by every horror 
of man’s disillusionment— still I should want 
to live and, having once tasted of the cup, I 
would not turn away from it till I had drained 
iti At thirty, though, I shall be sure to leave the 
cup, even if I've not emptied it, and turn away 
—where I don't know. But till I am thirty, I 


know that my youth will triumph over every- 
thing— every disillusionment, every disgust 
wdth life. I’veasked myself many times whether 
there is in the world any despair that would 
overcome this frantic and perhaps unseemly 
thirst for life in me, and I've come to the 
conclusion that there isn't, that is till I am 
thirty, and then I shall lose it of myself, I 
fancy. Some drivelling consumptive moralists 
—and poets especially— often call that thirst 
for life base. It's a feature of the Karamazovs, 
it's true, that thirst for life regardless of every- 
thing; you have it no doubt too, but ivhy is it 
base? The centripetal force on our planet is 
still fearfully strong, Alyosha. I liave a longing 
for life, and I go on living in spite of logic. 
Though I may not believe in the order of the 
universe, yet I love the sticky little leaves as 
they open in spring. I love the blue sky, I love 
some people, whom one loves you know some- 
times without knowing why. I love some great 
deeds done by men, though I've long ceased per- 
haps to have faith in them, yet from old habit 
one’s heart prizes them. Here they have brought 
the soup for you, eat it, it will do you good. It's 
first-rate soup, they know^ how to make it here. 
I want to travel in Europe, Alyosha, I shall set 
off from here. And yet I know that 1 am only 
going to a graveyard, but it’s a most precious 
graveyard, that's w'hat it isl Precious are the 
dead that lie there, cjvery stone over them 
speaks of such burning life in the past, of such 
passionate faith in theirwork.Tlieirtruth, their 
struggle and their science, that I know I shall 
fall on the ground and kiss those stones and 
weep over them; though I’m convinced in my 
heart that it’s long been nothing but a grave- 
yard. And I shall not weep from despair, but 
simply because 1 shall be happy in my tears, I 
shall steep my soul in my emotion. I love the 
sticky leaves in spring, the blue sky— that’s all 
it is. It’s not a matter of intellect or logic, it’s 
loving with one’s inside, with one’s stomach. 
One loves the first strength of one’s youth. Do 
you understand anything of my tirade, Alyo- 
sha?” Ivan laughed suddenly. 

“I understand tc^o well, Ivan, One longs to 
love with one’s inside, with one's stomach. You 
said that so well and I am awfully glad that 
you have such a longing for life,” cried Alyo- 
sha. “I think everyone should love life above 
everything in the world.” 

"Love life more than the meaning cjf it?” 

“Certainly, love it, regardless of Ic^gic as you 
say, it must be regardless of logic, ancl it’s only 
then one will understand the meaning of it. 
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I have thought so a long time. Half your work 
is done, Ivan, you love life, now you’ve only 
to try to do the second halt and you are saved.” 

“You are trying to save me, but perhaps I 
am not lost! And what docs your second half 
mean?'* 

“Why, one has to raise up your dead, who 
perhaps have not died after all. Come, let me 
have tea. I am so glad of our talk, Ivan." 

“I see you are feeling inspired. I am awfully 
fond of such professions de foi^ from such- 
novices. You are a steadfast person, Alexey. Is 
it true that you mean to leave the monastery?" 

“Yes, my elder sends me out into the world.” 

“We shall see each other then in the world. 
We shall meet before I am thirty, when I shall 
begin to turn aside from the cup. Father 
doesn't want to turn aside from his cup till he 
is seventy, he dreams of hanging on to eighty 
in fact, so he says. He means it only too seri- 
ously, though he is a buffoon. He stands on a 
firm rock, too, he stands on his sensuality— 
though alter we are thirty, indeed, there may 
be nothing else to stand on. . . . But to hang 
on to seventy is mms •. better only to thirty; 
one might retain ’a shadow of nobility' by de- 
ceiving oneself. Have you seen Dmitri to-day?" 

“No, but I saw Smerdyakov," and Alyosha 
rapidly, though minutely, described his meet- 
ing with Smerdyakov. Ivan began listening 
anxiously and cpieslioncd him. 

“Hut he begged me not to tell Dmitri that 
he had told me about him," added Alyosha. 
Ivan frowned and pondered. 

“Are you frowning on Smerdyakew's ac- 
count?" asked .Alyosha. 

“Yes, on his account. Damn him, I certainly 
did want to see Dmitri, but now there's no 
need," said Ivan reliictanily. 

“But are you really going so soon, brother?” 

“Yes.” 

“What of Dmitri and father? how will it 
end?" asked Alyosha anxiouslv. 

“You are always harping upon it! What have 
1 to do with it? Am I my brother Dmitri's 
keeper?" Ivan snapped irritably, but then he 
suddenly smiled bitterly. “Cain'sanswer about 
his murdered brother, wasn’t it? Perhaps that’s 
what you’re thinking at this moment? Well 
damn it all, I can’t stay here to be their keeper, 
can I? I’ve finished what I had to do, and 1 am 
going. Do you imagine I am jealous of Dmitri, 
that I've been trying to steal his beautiful 
Katerina Ivanovna for the last three months? 
Nonsense, I had business of my own. I finished 

^ Professions of faith. 
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it. I am going. I Rnished it just now, you were 
witness." 

“At Katerina Ivanovna's?” 

“Yes, and I’ve released myself once for all. 
And after all, what have I to do with Dmitri? 
Dmitri doesn't ccime in. I had my own business 
to settle with Katerina Ivanovna. You know, 
on the contrary, that Dmitri behaved as though 
there was an understanding between us. I 
didn't ask him to do it, but he solemnly handed 
her over to me and gave us his blessing. It’s all 
too funny. Ah, Alyosha, if you only knew how 
light my heart is now! Would you believe it, 
I sat here eating my dinner and was nearly 
ordering champagne to celebrate my first hour 
of freedom. Tfoo! It’s been going on nearly six 
months, and all at once I’ve thrown it off. I could 
never have guessed even yesterday, how easy it 
would be to put an end to it if I wanted." 

“You are speaking of your love, Ivan?" 

“Of my love, if you like. I fell in love with 
the young lady, I worried myself over her and 
she worried me. I sat watching over her . . . 
and all at onccit’scollapsed! I spoke this morn- 
ing with inspiration, but I went away and 
roared with laughter. Would you believe it? 
Yes, it's the literal truth." 

“You seem very merry about it now,” ob- 
served Alyosha, looking into his face, which 
had suddenly grown brighter. 

“But how could I tell that I didn’t care for 
her a bit! Ha ha! It appears after all I didn’t. 
And yet how she attracted me! How attrac- 
tive she was just now when I made my speech! 
And do you know she attracts me awfully even 
now, yet how easy it is to leave her. Do you 
think I am boasting?" 

“No, only perhap* it wasn't love." 

“Alyosha," laughed Ivan, “don’t make re- 
flections about love, it’s unseemly for you. How 
you rushed into the discussion this morningl 
I’ve forgotten to kiss you for it. . . . But how she 
tormented me! It certainly was sitting by a 
‘laceration.’ Ah. she knew hotv I loved her! 
She loved me and not Dmitri,” Ivan insisted 
gaily. “Her feeling for Dmitri was simply a 
self-laceration. .All 1 told her just now* was per- 
fectly true, but the worst of it is. it may take 
her fifteen or twenty )eais to find out that she 
doesn’t care for Dmitri, and loves me whom 
she torments, and perhaps she may never find 
it out at all, in spite of her lesson to-day. Well, 
it’s better so; I can simply go aw’ay for good. 
By the way, how is she now? What happened 
after I departed?" 

Alyosha told him she had been hysterical 
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and that she was now, he heard, unconscious 
and delirious. 

“Isn’t Madame Hohlakov laying it on?’* 

“I think not.” 

“I must find out. Nobody dies of hysterics, 
though. They don’t matter. God gave woman 
hysterics as a relief. I won’t go to her at all. 
Why push myself forward again?’* 

“But you told her that she had never cared 
for you.’’ 

“I did that on purpose. Alyosha, shall I call 
for some champagne? Let us drink to my free- 
dom. Ah, if only you knew how glad I ami** 

“No, brother, we had better not drink,’’ said 
Alyosha suddenly. “Besides 1 feel somehow de- 
pressed.’’ 

“Yes, you’ve been depressed a long time, 
I’ve noticed it.” 

“Have you settled to go to-morrow morning, 
then?’’ 

“Morning? I didn’t say I should go in the 
morning But perhaps it may be the morn- 

ing. Would you believe it, I dined here to-day 
only to avoid dining with the old man, I loathe 
him so. I should have left long ago, so far as he 
is concerned. But why are you so worried about 
my going away? We’ve plenty of time before 
I go, an eternity!’’ 

“If you arc going away to-morrow, what do 
you mean by an eternity?’* 

“But what docs it matter to us?’’ laughed 
Ivan. “We’ve time enough for our talk, for 
what brought us here. Why do you look so sur- 
prised? Answer: why have we met here? To 
talk of my love for Katerina Ivanovna, of the 
old man and Dmitri? of foreign tra\el? of the 
fatal position of Russia? of the Emperor Na- 
poleon? Is that it?’’ 

“No.” 

“Then you know what for. It’s different for 
other people; but we in our green youth have 
to settle the eternal questions first of all. That’s 
what we care about. Young Russia is talking 
about nothing but the eternal questions now. 
Just when the old folks are all taken up with 
practical questions. Why have you been look- 
ing at me in expectation for the last three 
months? To ask me, ‘What do you believe, or 
don’t you believe at all?* That’s what your eyes 
have been meaning for these three months, 
haven’t they?’’ 

“Perhaps so,*’ smiled Alyosha. “You arc not 
laughing at me, now, Ivan?’’ 

“Me laughing! 1 don’t want to wound my 
little brother who has been watching me with 
such expectation for three months. Alyosha, 


look straight at me! Of course, I am just such 
a little boy as you are, only not a novice. And 
what have Russian boys been doing up till 
now, some of them, I mean? In tliis stinking 
tavern, for instance, here, they meet and sit 
down in a corner. They’ve never met in their 
lives before and, when they go out of the tav- 
ern, they won’t meet again for forty years. And 
what do they talk about in that momentary halt 
in the tavern? Of the eternal questions, of the 
existciuc of God and immortality. And those 
who do not believe in God talk of socialism 
or anarchism, of the transfonuation of all hu- 
manity on a new pattern, so that it all comes 
to the same, they're the same questions turned 
inside out. And masses, masses of the most 
original Russian boys do nothing but talk of 
the eternal questions! Isn’t it so?" 

“Yes.forreal Russians thequestions of God’s 
existence and of immortality, or, as you say, 
the same questions turned inside out, come 
first and foremost, of course, and so they 
should,” said Alyosha, still watching his broth- 
er with the same gentle and inquiring smile. 

“Well, Alyosha, it’s sometimes very unwise 
to be a Russian at all, but anything stupider 
than the way Russian boys spend their time 
one can harcily imagine. But there's one Rus- 
sian boy calleci Alyosha I am awfully fond of.” 

“How nicely you put that in!” Alyosha 
laughed suddenly. 

“Well, tell me where to hlPgin, give your 
orders. The existence of God, eli?” 

“Begin where you like. You declared yester- 
day at father’s that there was no God.” Alyosha 
looked scanhingly at his brother. 

“1 said that yesterday at dinner on purpose 
to tease you and I saw your eyes glow. But now 
I’ve no objection to discussing with you, and I 
say so very seriously. I want to be friends with 
you, Alyosha, for I have no friends and want to 
try it. Well, only fancy, perhaps I too accept 
God,” laughed Ivan; “that’s a surprise for you, 
isn't it?” 

“Yes of course, if you are not joking now.” 

“Joking? I was told at the elder’s yesterday 
that 1 was joking. You know, dear boy, there 
was an old sinner in the eighteenth century 
who declared that, if there were no God, he 
would have to be invented. S’if n*existaii pas 
Dieu, il faudrait Vinventer. And man has actu- 
ally invented God. And what's strange, what 
w^ould be marvellous, is not that God should 
really exist; the marvel is that such an idea, the 
idea of the necessity of God, could enter the 
head of such a savage, vicious beast as man. So 
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holy it is, so touching, so wise and so great a 
credit it does to man. As for me, Tve long re- 
solved not to think whether man created God 
or God man. And I won't go through all the 
axioms laid down by Russian boys on that sub- 
ject, all derived from European hypotheses: 
for what's a hypothesis there is an axiom with 
the Russian boy, and not only with the boys 
but with their teachers too, for our Russian 
professors are often just the same boys them- 
selves. And so I omit all the hypotheses. For 
what are we aiming at now? 1 am trying to 
explain as quickly as possible my essential na- 
ture, that is what manner of man I am. what 
I believe in, and for what 1 hope, that's it, 
isn’t it? And therefore I tell you that I accept 
God simply. But you must note this: if God 
exists and if He really did create the world, 
then, as we all know. He created it according 
to the geometry of Euclid and the human mind 
wiih the conception of only three dimensions 
in .space. Yet there have been and still are ge- 
ometricians and philosophers, and even some 
of the most distinguished, who doubt whether 
the wiiole univei .c, •' i io speak more widely, 
the whole of being, was only created in Euclid's 
gc«)metry: they even dare to dream that two 
parallel lines, which according to Euclid can 
never meet on earth, may meet somew'here in 
infinity. I have come to the conclusion that, 
since 1 can't understand even that, I can't ex- 
pect to understand about God. I acknowledge 
huiTiI)ly that 1 have no fac ulty for settling such 
questions. I have a Euclidian earthly mind, 
and how^ could 1 solve problems that are not 
of this world? And 1 advise you never to think 
about it either, my dear Alyosha, especially 
abf)ut God, whether He exists or not. .Ml such 
questions are utterly inappropriate for a mind 
created w'ith an idea of only three dimensions. 
And so f accept God and am glad to, and what's 
more, I accept His wisdom. His purpose— 
which are utterly beyond our ken; I believe in 
the underlying order and the meaning of life; 
I believe in the eternal harmony in which they 
say we shall one day be blended. 1 believe in 
the Word to Which the universe is striving, 
and Which Itself was ‘with God,' and Which 
Itself is God and so on. and so on, to infinity, 
rhere are all sorts of phrases for it. I seem 
to be on the right path, don't 1? Yet would 
you believe it, in the final result 1 don’t accept 
this world of God’s, and, although I know' it 
exists, I don't accept it at all. It’s not that I 
don't accept God, you must understand, it's 
the world created by Him 1 don't and cannot 


accept. Let me make it plain. 1 believe like a 
chiM that suffering will be healed and made 
up for, that all the humiliating absurdity of 
human contradictions will vanish like a piti- 
ful mirage, like the despicable fabrication of 
die impotent and infinitely small Euclidian 
mind of man, that in the world's finale, at the 
moment of eternal harmony, something so 
precious will come to pass that it will suffice 
fcjr all hearts, for the comforting of all resent- 
ments, for the atonement of all the crimes of 
humanity, of all the blood they’ve shed; that 
it will make it not only possible to forgive but 
to justify all that has happened with men— but 
though all that may come to pass, I don't ac- 
cept it. I w’on't accept it. Even if parallel lines 
do meet and I see it myself, I shall see it and 
say that they've met, but still 1 won't accept 
it. That's what's at the root of me, Alyosha; 
that's my creed. I am in earnest in what I say. 
1 began our talk as stupidly as I could on pur- 
po.se, but I’ve led up to my confession, for 
that's all ycju want. You didn't want to hear 
about God, but only to know what the brother 
you love lives by. And so I've told you." 

Ivan concluded his long tirade with marked 
and unexpected feeling. 

"And w'hy did you begin 'as stupidly as you 
could'?" asked Alyosha, looking dreamily at 
him. 

"To begin with, for the .sake of being Rus- 
sian. Russian conversations on such subjects 
are ahvays carried on inconceivably stupidly. 
-And secondly, the stupider one is. the closer 
one is to reality. The stupider one is, the clearer 
one is. Stupidity is brief and artless, while in- 
telligence w’riggles andhides itself. Intelligence 
is a knave, but stupidity is honest and straight- 
forw’ard. I’ve led the conversation to my de- 
spair. and the more stupidly I have presented 
it, the better for me." 

"You w'ill explain why you don't accept the 
w’orld?" said Alyosha. 

"To be sure I will, it's not a secret, that's 
w'hat I’ve been leading up to. Dear little broth- 
er. I don’t want to corrupt you or to turn you 
from your stronghold, perhaps I want to be 
healed by you." Ivan smiled suddenly quite 
like a little gentle child. Alyo.sha had never 
seen such a smile on his face before. 

Chapter Rebellion 
“1 MUST make you one confession," Ivan began. 
"I could never understand ho>\’ one can love 
one's neighbours. It's just one^s neighbours, to 
my mind, that one can't love, though one 



122 


The Brothers Karamazov 


might love those at a distance. 1 once read 
somewhere of John the Merciful, a saint, that 
when a hungry, frozen beggar came to him, he 
took him into his bed, held him in his arms, 
and began breathing into his mouth, which 
was putrid and loathsome from some awful dis- 
ease. I am convinced thathedid that from ‘self- 
laceration,’ from the self-laceration of falsity, 
for the sake of the charity imposed by duty, as 
a penance laid on him. For anyone to love a 
man, he must be hidden, for as soon as he 
shows his face, love is gone.” 

‘‘Father Zossimahas talked of that more than 
once,” observ'ed Alyosha; ‘‘he, too, said that the 
fare of a man often hinders many people not 
practised in love, from loving him. But yet 
there's a great deal of love in mankind, and al- 
most Christ-like love. I know that myself, Ivan.” 

“Well, I know nothing of it so far, and can’t 
understand it, and the innumerable mass of 
mankind are with me there. The question is, 
whether that’s due to men’s bad cpialities or 
whether it’s inherent in their nature. To my 
thinking. Christ-like love for men is a miracle 
impossible on earth. He was God. But we arc 
not gods. Suppose I, for instance, suffer in- 
tensely. Another ran never know how much 
I suffer, because he is another and not I. And 
what’s more, a man is rarely ready to admit 
another's suffering (as though it were a distinc- 
tion). Why won’t he admit it, do you think? 
Because I smell unpleasant, because 1 have a 
stupid face, because 1 once trod on his foot. 
Besides, there is suffering and suffering: de- 
grading, humiliating sufferingsuch as humlSles 
me— hunger, for instance- my benefactor will 
perhaps allow me; but when you come to higher 
suffering— for an idea, for instance— he will 
very rarely admit that, perhaps because my face 
strikes him as not at all what he fancies a man 
should have who suffers for an idea. And so he 
deprives me instantly of his favour, and not 
at all from badness of heart. Beggars, espe- 
cially genteel beggars, ought never to show 
themselves, but to ask for charity ihtough the 
newspapers. One can love one’s neighbours in 
the abstract, or even at a distance, but at close 
quarters it’s almost impossible. If it w^ere as 
on the stage, in the ballet, where if beggars 
come in, they wear silken rags and tattered 
lace and beg for alms dancing gracefully, then 
one might like looking at them. But even then 
we should ncit love them. But enough of that. 
I simply wanted to show you my point of view. 
1 meant to speak of the suffering of mankind 
generally, but we had better confine ourselves 


to the sufferings of the children. That reduces 
the scope of my argument to a tenth of what 
it would be. Still we’d better keep to the chil- 
dren, though it does weaken my case. But, in 
the first place, children can be loved even at 
close quarters, even when they are dirty, even 
when they are ugly (I fancy, though, children 
never are ugly). The second reason why I won’t 
speak of grown-up people is that, besides be- 
ing disgusting and unworthy of love, they have 
a compensation— they’ve eaten the apple and 
know good and evil, and they have become 
‘like gods.’ They go on eating it still. But the 
children haven’t eaten anything, and are so 
far innocent. Are you fond of children, Alyo- 
sha? 1 know you are, and you will understand 
why I prefer to speak of them. If they, too, suf- 
fer horribly on earth, they must suflei for their 
fathers’ sins, they must be punished for their 
fathers, who have eaten the apple: but that 
reasoning is of the other world and is imom- 
prehcnsible for the heart of man here on earth. 
The innocent must not suffer for another’s 
sins, and especially such innocents! You may 
be surprisecl at me, Alyosha, but 1 am awfully 
fond of children, too. And observe, cruel peo- 
ple. the violent, the ra{>acious. the Karamazovs 
are sometimes very fond of children. Children 
while they arc cpiite little— up to seven, for in- 
stance-arc so remote from grown-up people; 
they are different creatures, as it were, of a dif- 
ferent species. I knew a ctiiniqiil in prison who 
had, in the course of his career as a burglar, 
murdered whole families, iiu hiding several 
children. But when he was in prison, he had a 
strange affection for them. Me spent all his 
time at his window, watching the children 
playing in the prison yard. He trained one 
little boy to come up to his wdndow and made 
great friends with him. . . . You don’t know 
why 1 am telling you all this, Alyosha? My head 
aches and I am sad.” 

“You speak with a strange air,” observed Al- 
yosha uneasily, “as though you W'crc not cpiite 
yourself.” 

‘‘By the way, a Bulgarian I met lately in 
Moscow,” Ivan went on, seeming not to hear 
his brother’s words, “told me aliout the crimes 
committed by Tuiks and (Circassians in all 
parts of Bulgaria through fear of a general 
rising of the Slavs. They burn villages, murder, 
outrage women and children, they nail their 
prisoners by the ears to the fences, leave them 
so till morning, and in the morning they hang 
thorn- all sorts of things you can’t imagine. 
People talk sometimes of bestial cruelty, but 
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that*s a great injustice and insult to the beasts; 
a beast can never be so cruel as a man, so artis- 
tically cruel. The tiger only tears and gnaws, 
that’s all he (an do. He would never think of 
nailing people by the ears, even if he were able 
to do it. These Turks took a pleasure in tor- 
turing children, too; cutting the unborn child 
from the mother’s womb, and tossing babies 
up in the air and catching them on the points 
of their bayonets before their iiK^ihers’ eyes. 
Doing it before the mc^thers* eyes was what 
gave zest to the amusement. Here is another 
scene that 1 thought very interesting. Imagine 
a trembling mother w'ith her baby in her arms, 
a circle of invading Turks around her. They’ve 
planned a diversion: they pet the baby, laugh 
to make it laugh. They succeed, the baby 
laughs. At that moment a Turk points a pistol 
four inches from the baby’s face. The baby 
laughs with glee, holds out its little hands to 
the pistol, and he pulls the trigger in the 
baby’s face and blows out its brains. Artistic, 
wasn’t it? By the way, Turks are particularly 
lond of sweet things, they say.” 

“Brother, what arc )ou driving at?” asked 
Alyoslia. 

“I think if the devil doesn’t exist, but man 
has created him, he has created him in his own 
image and likeness.” 

“Just as he did God, then?” observed Alycj- 
sha. 

‘“It’s wonderful how rou can turn words,’ 
as I’olonius says in Hamlet '' laughed Ivan. 
‘A'ou turn my words against me. Well, 1 am 
glad. Yours must be a fine God, il man crealeci 
Him in his image and likeness. You asked just 
now what I was (lri\ing at. ^’ou see, I am fond 
of collecting certain facts, and, would you be- 
lieve, I even copy anecdotes of a certain sort 
from newspapets and books, and I’se already 
got a fine collection. The Turks, of course, 
ha\e gone into it, but they are foreigners. 1 
have spec imens from home that are even better 
than the Turks. You know wc j)ieler bc'ating 
-rods and scourges— that’s our national in- 
siitiuion. Nailing ears is unthinkable for us, 
for we arc, after all, Europeans. But the rod 
anrcl the scourge we have alwass with us and 
they cannot be taken Irom us. Abroad now 
they scarcely do any beating. Manners are 
moic humane, or laws have been pa.sscd. so 
that tlu‘y don’t dare to flog men now. But they 
make up lor it in another way just as national 
as ours. And so national that it would be prac- 
tically impossible among us. though I believe 
we are being inoculated with it, since the leli- 
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gious movement began in our aristocracy. I 
have a charming pamphlet, translated from the 
French, describing how, quite recently, five 
years ago, a murderer, Richard, was executed 
—a young man, I believe, of three and twenty, 
who repented and was converted to the Chris- 
tian faith at the very scaffold. This Richard 
was an illegitimate child who was given as a 
child of six by his parents to some .shepherds on 
the Swiss mountains. They brought him up to 
work for them. He grew up like a little wild 
beast among them. The shepherds taught him 
nothing, and scarcely fed or clothed him, but 
sent him out at seven to herd the flock in cold 
and wet, and no one hesitated or scrupled to 
treat him so. Quite the contrary, they thought 
they had every right, for Richard had been 
given to them as a chattel, and they did not 
even see the necessity of feeding him. Richard 
himself describes how in those years, like the 
Prodigal Son in the Gospel, he longed to eat 
of the mash given to the pigs, which were fat- 
tened for sale. But they wouldn’t even give him 
that, and beat him when he stole from the pigs. 
And that was how he spent all his childhood 
and his youth, till he grew up and was strong 
enough to go away and be a thiel. 1 he savage 
began to earn his li\ing as a day labourer in 
C;en(*va. He drank what he earned, he lived like 
a brute, and finished by killing and robbing an 
old man. He was caught, tried, and condemned 
to deaih. I hey are not sentimentalists there. 
And in prison he was immediately surrounded 
by pastors, members of Christian brotherhoods, 
philanthropic ladies, and the like. 'They taught 
him to leadandwritc* in prison, and expounded 
the Ciospel to him. 1 bey exhorted him.wc^rkc^d 
upon him, drummed at him incessantly, till 
at last he solemnly confessed his crime. He was 
cc^nvcTted. He wrote to the court himself that 
he was a monster, but that in the end God had 
vouchsafed him light and shown grace. All 
(ieneva was in excitement about him— all phil- 
anthropic and religicius Geneva. .\11 the aristo- 
cratic and well-bred society of the t«)wn rushed 
to the prison, kissed Richard and embraced 
him: 'You arc our brother, you have found 
grace.’ And Richard docs nothing but weep 
with .motion, ’Yes. I’ve found grace! All my 
youth and childhood 1 was glad of pigs’ food, 
l)ui now even I have found grace. 1 am dying 
in the Lord.’ ‘Yes, Richard, die in the Lord; 
you have shed blood and must die. Though it’s 
not your fault that you knew Hot the Lord, 
wlien you coveted the pigs’ food and were 
beaten foi stealing it (which was very wrong 
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of you. for stealing is forbidden); but you've 
shed b]o<3d and you must die.' And on the last 
day, Richard, perfectly limp, did nothing but 
cry and repeat every minute: 'This is my hap- 
piest day. I am going to the Lord,* ‘Yes,’ cry 
the pastors and the judges and philanthropic 
ladies. ‘I'his is the happiest day of your life, 
for you are going to the Lord!' They all walk 
or drive to the scaffold in procession behind 
the prison van. At the scaffold they call to 
Richard: 'Die, brother, die in the Lord, for 
even thou hast found grace!’ And so, covered 
with his brothers* kisses, Richard is dragged 
on to the scaffold, and led to the guillotine. 
And they chopped off his head in brotherly 
fashion, because he had found grace. Yes, 
that's characteristic. That pamphlet is trans- 
lated into Russian by some Russian philan- 
thropists of aristocratic rank and evangelical 
aspirations, and has been distributed gratis for 
the enlightenment of the people. The case of 
Richard is interesting because it's national. 
Though to us it’s absurd to cut off a man’s 
head, because he has become our brother and 
has found grace, yet we have our own special- 
ity, which is all but worse. Our historical pas- 
time is the direct satisfaction of inflicting pain. 
There are lines in Nekrassov describing how a 
peasant lashes a horse on the eyes, ‘on its 
meek eyes,' everyone must have seen it. It’s 
peculiarly Russian. He describes ho\v a feeble 
little nag has foundered under too heavy a 
load and cannot move. 'Fhe peasant beats it, 
beats it savagely, beats it at last not knowing 
what he is doing in the intoxication of cruelty, 
till ashes it mercilessly over and over again. 
‘However w^eak you are, you must pull, if you 
die for it.' The nag strains, and then he begins 
lashing the poor defenceless creature on its 
weeping, on its 'meek eyes.’ The frantic beast 
tugs and draw's the load, treinljliiig all over, 
gasping for breath, moving sideways, w ith a sort 
of unnatural spasmodic act ion— it's awful in Ne- 
krassov. But that’s only a horse, and God has 
given horses to be beaten. So the Tatars have 
taught us. and they left us the knout as a re- 
membrance oi it. But men, too, can be beaten. 
A w'cll-educated, cultured gentleman and his 
wife beat their own child with a birch-rod, a 
girl of seven. I have an exact account of it. The 
papa was glad that the bin h was ccivcrcd with 
twigs. 'It stings more,' said he, and so he began 
stinging his daughter. I know for a fact there 
arc people who at every blow arc worked up 
to sensuality, to literal sensuality, wliicli in- 
creases progressively at every blow they in- 


flict. They beat for a minute, for five minutes, 
for ten minutes, more often and more savage- 
ly. The child screams. At last the child cannot 
scream, it gasps, 'Daddy! daddy!' By some dia- 
bolical unseemly chance the case w'as brought 
into court. A counsel is engaged. The Russian 
people have long called a barrister 'a conscience 
for hire.’ The counsel protests in his client’s 
defence. ‘It's such a simple thing,* he says, 'an 
everyday domestic event. A father corrects his 
child. To our shame be it said, it is brought 
into court.’ The jury, convinced by him, give 
a favourable verdict. The public roars with de- 
light that the torturer is acquitted. Ah, pity I 
wasn’t there! 1 would have proposed to raise 
a subscription in his honour! Charming pic- 
tures. 

“But I've still better things about children. 
I’ve collected a great, great deal about Russian 
children, Alyosha. There W'as a littlegirl of five 
who was hated by her father and mother, ‘most 
w'orthy and respectable people, of good educa- 
tion and breeding.' You see, I must repeat 
again, it is a peculiar characteristic of many 
people, this love of torturing children, and 
children only. I'o all other types of humanity 
these torturers behave mildly and benevolent- 
ly, like cultivatfxl and luimane Europeans; 
but tliey are very fond of tonnenting children, 
even fond of children themselves in that sense. 
It's just their defencclessness that tempts the 
tormentor, just the angelic confidence of the 
child who has no reluge and no appeal, that 
sets his vile blood on fire. In every man, of 
course, a demon lies hidden— the demon of 
rage, the demon of lustful heat at rlic screams 
of the tortured victim, the demon of lawdess- 
ness let oft the chain, the demon of diseases 
that follow on vice, gout, kidney disease, and 
so on. 

“This poor child of five was subjected to 
every possible loriure by those cultivated par- 
ents. They beat her, thrashed her, kicked her 
for no reason till her body was one bruise. 
Then, they went to greater refinements of 
cruelty— shut her up all night in the cold and 
frost in a privy, and because she didn’t ask to 
be taken up at night (as though a child of five 
sleeping its angelic, sound sleep could be 
trained to wake and ask), they smeared her face 
and filled her mouth wdih c'xcrement, and it 
was her mother, her mother did this. And that 
mother could sleep, hearing the poor child's 
groans! Can you understand why a little crea- 
ture, who can’t even understand what’s done 
to lu:r, should beat her little aching heart with 
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her tiny fist in the dark and the cold, and weep 
her meek unresentful tears to dear, kind God 
to protect her? Do you understand that, friend 
and brother, you pious and humble novice? 
Do you understand why this infamy must be 
and is permitted? Without it, 1 am told, man 
could not have existed on earth, for he could 
not have known good and evil. Why should he 
know that diabolical good and evil when it 
costs so much? Why, the whole world of knowl- 
edge is not worth that child’s prayer to ‘dear, 
kind God'! I say nothing of the sufferings of 
grown-up people, they have eaten the apple, 
damn them, and the devil take them all! But 
these little ones! I am making you suffer, Alyo- 
sha, you are not yourself. I'll leave off if you 
like.” 

“Nevermind. I want to suffer too," muttered 
Alyosha. 

"One picture, only one more, because it's 
so curious, so characteristic, and I have only 
just read it in some collection of Russian an- 
tiquities. I've forgotten the name. I must look 
it up. It was in the darkest days of serfdom at 
the beginning of the i<nrury, and long live 
the Liberator of the People! There was in 
those days a general of aristocratic connec- 
tions, the owner of great estates, one of those 
men— somewhat exceptional, I believe, even 
then— who, retiring from the service into a life 
of leisure, are convinced that they’ve earned 
absolute power over the lives of their subjects. 
ThcTC were such men then. So our geiu*ral, 
settled on his property of two thousand souls, 
lives in pomp, and domineers over his poor 
neighbours as i hough they were depenclents 
and buffoons. He has kennels of hundreds of 
hounds and nearl) a hundred dog-boys— all 
mounted, and in uiiilorm. One day a serf-boy, 
a little child of eight, threw' a stone in play 
and hurt the j)aw of the general's favourite 
hound. ‘Why is my favourite dog lame?’ He is 
told that the boy threw' a stone that hurt the 
dog’s paw'. ‘So )c>u did it.' The general looked 
the child up and down. "Lake him.’ He was 
taken— taken from his mother and kept shut 
up all night. Early that morning the general 
comes out on horseback, with the hounds, his 
dependents, dog-boys, and huntsmen, all 
mounted around him in full hunting parade. 
The servants arc summoned for their edifica- 
tion, and in front of them ail stands the mother 
of tile child. The child is brought from the 
lock-up. It's a gloomy, ccjcl, foggy autumn day, 
a capital day for hunting. The general orders 
the child to be undressed; the child is stripped 
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naked. He shivers, numb with terror, not dar- 
ing to cry 'Make him run,’ commands the 

general. 'Run! run!' shout the dog-boys. The 
boy runs. . . . 'At him!' yells the general, and 
he sets the whole pack of hounds on the child. 
The hounds catch him, and tear him to pieces 
before his mother’s eyes! ... I believe the gen- 
eral was afterw'ards declared incapable of ad- 
ministering his estates. Well- what did he de- 
serve? To be shot? To be shot for the satisfac- 
tion of our moral feelings? Speak, Alyosha!” 

“To be shot,” murmured Alyosha, lifting his 
eyes to Ivan w'ith a pale, twisted smile. 

“Bravo!” cried Ivan delighted. “If even you 
say so . . . You're a pretty monk! So there is a 
little devil sitting in your heart, Alyosha Kara- 
mazov!” 

“What I said w'as absurd, but '' 

“That's just the point, that 'but'!” cried 
Ivan. “Let me tell you, novice, that the absurd 
is only too necessary on earth. The w'orld stands 
on absurdities, and perhaps nothing would 
have come to pass in it without them. We 
know what we know!” 

'‘What dc3 you know'?” 

“I understand nothing,” Ivan went on. as 
though in delirium. “I don't w'ant to under- 
stand anything now'. I want to stick to the fact. 
I made up my mind long ago not to under- 
stand. If I try to understand anything, I shall 
be false to the fact, and I have determined to 
stick to the fact.” 

“Why are you trying me?” Alyosha cried, 
W'ith sudden distress. “Will you say what )ou 
mean at last?” 

“Of course, 1 w'ill; that’s w'hat Tvebc'en lead- 
ing up to. You are deal to me, I don’t want to 
let you go, and 1 won't give you up to your 
Zossima.” 

Ivan for a minute was silent, his face became 
all at once very sad. 

“Listen! I took the case of children only to 
make my case clearer. Of the other tears of 
humanity with which the earth is soaked from 
its crust to its centre, 1 will say nothing. I have 
narrowed my subject on purpose. I am a bug. 
and I recognise in all humility that I cannot 
understand why the world is arranged as it is. 
Men are themselves to blame, I suppose; ihcy 
were given paradise, they wanted freedom, and 
stole fire from hea\cn, though they knew' they 
w'ould become unhappy, so there is no need to 
pity them. With my pitiful, earthly. Euclidian 
understanding, all I know' is tl^l there is suf- 
fering and that there are nc>nc guilty; that 
cause follows effect, simply and directly; that 
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everything flows and finds its level—but that’s 
only Euclidian nonsense, I know that, and I 
can’t consent to live by it! What comfort is it 
to me that there are none guilty and that cause 
follows effect simply and directly, and that 1 
know it?— I must have justice, or 1 will destroy 
myself. And not justice in some remote infinite 
time and space, but here on earth, and that I 
could sec myself. 1 have believed in it. I want 
to see it, and if I am dead by then, let me rise 
again, for if it all happens without me, it will 
be too unfair. Surely I haven’t siilfered simply 
that I, my crimes and my suftcrings, may ma- 
nure the soil of the future harmony for some- 
body else. I want to sec with my own eyes the 
hind lie down with the lion and the victim 
rise up and embrace his murderer. I want to 
be there when everyone suddenly understands 
what it has all been for. All the religions of the 
world are built on this longing, and I am a 
believer. lUit then there are the children, and 
what am I to do about them? Thai's a ques- 
tion I can’t answer. For the hundredth time I 
repeat, there arc numbers of questions, but 
I’ve only taken the children, because in their 
case what 1 mean is so unanswerably clear. 
Listen! If all must suffer to pay for the eternal 
hannony, what have children to do with it. 
tell me, please? It’s beyond all comprehension 
W'hy they should suffer, and why they should 
pay for the harmony. Why should they, too, 
furnish material to enrich the soil lor the har- 
mony of the future? I understand sedidarity 
in sin among men. I understand solidarity in 
retribution, too; but there can be no sue h soli- 
darity with children. And if it is really true 
that they must share responsibility for all their 
fathers* crimes, such a truth is not of this w’orld 
and is beyond my comprehension. .Some jester 
will say, perhaps, that the child would have 
grown up and have sinned, but you see he 
didn’t grow up, he was torn to pieces by the 
dogs, at eight years old. Oh, Alyosha, I am not 
blaspheming! I understand, of course, what 
an upheaval of the universe it will be when 
everything in heasen and earth blends in one 
hymn of praise and everything that lives and 
has lived cries aloud: ‘Thou art just, O Lord, 
for Thy ways arc revealed.’ When the mother 
embraces the fiend who threw her diild to the 
dogs, and all three cry aloud w'ith tears, ‘'Thou 
art just, O Lord!’ then, of course, the crowm 
of knowledge will be reached and all will be 
made clear. Hut what pulls me up here is that 
I can’t accept that harmony. And w^hile I am 
on earth, I make haste to take my own meas- 


ures. You see. Alyosha, perhaps it really may 
happen that if I live to that moment, or rise 
again to see it, I, too. perhaps, may cry aloud 
with the rest, looking at the mother embracing 
the child’s torturer, "Fhou art just, O Lord!’ but 
I don’t w’ant to cry aloud then. While there is 
still time, I hasten to protect myself, and so I 
renounce the higher harmony altogether. It’s 
not worth the tears of that one tortured child 
who beat itself on the breast w'ith its little fist 
and prayed in its stinking outhouse, with its 
iiiiexpiated tears to ‘dear, kind God’! It’s not 
w'orth it, because those tears are unatoned for. 
They must be atoned for, or there can be no 
harmony. But how? How are you going to 
atone for them? Is it possible? By their being 
avenged? But what do I care for avenging 
them? What do I care for a hell lor opprc'ssors? 
What good can hell df», since those childicn 
ha\c already been tortured? .And what be- 
comes of hannony, if there is hell? I want to 
forgi\c. I want to embrace. I don’t want more 
suffering. And if the sufferings of childten go 
to swell the sum of sufterings which was nc( c*s- 
sarv to pay for truth, then I protest thai the 
truth is not worth such a price. I don’t want 
the mother to embrace the (oppressor who 
threw' her son to the clogs! She clare nc^t lor- 
give him! Let her forgive him lor hersc*lf. if 
she w ill, let her forgive the torturer lor tlie im- 
measurable suflcring of her mother’s heart. 
But the sufterings of her ton^ired child she 
has no right to lorgivc: she clare not lorgivc 
the torturer, even if the child were to forgive 
him! And if that is so, if they dare not tot give, 
w'hat becomes of hannony? Is tlu*re in the 
whole world a being w'ho would have the 1 ight 
to forgive and could forgive? I don’t want har- 
mony. Frcnn love for humanity 1 don’t w'ant it. 
I woidd rather be left with the unavenged suf- 
fering. I would rather remain with my un- 
avenged suffering and unsatisfied indignation, 
even if / were wiong. Besides, too high a price 
is asked for harmony; it’s bevoiid our means 
to pay so much to enter on it. And so I hasten 
to give back my entrance ticket, and if I am 
an honest man I am bound to give it back as 
soon as possible. And that I am doing. It’s not 
God tlial I don’t accept, Alyosha, only 1 most 
respc:cifully return Him the ticket.” 

‘ *1 h a t’s i c bel 1 i on ,” 111 urm 11 red A1 yosha , look- 
ing down. 

‘‘Rebellion? I am sorry you call it that,” said 
Ivan earnestly. ‘‘One can hardly live in rebel- 
lic^n, and I want to live. Tell me yourself, I 
challenge you— answer. Imagine that you arc 
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creating a fabric of human destiny with the ob- 
ject of making men happy in the end, giving 
them peace and rest at last, but that it was 
essential and inevitable to torture to death 
only t)ne tiny cicature— that baby beating its 
breast with its fist, for instance— and to found 
that edifice on its unavenged tears, would you 
consent to be the architect on those condi- 
tions? Tell me. and tell the truth.*’ 

“No, I wouldn’t consent,” said Alyosha 
softly. 

“And can you admit the idea that men for 
whom >ou are building it would agree to ac- 
cept their happiness on the foundation of the 
unexpiated blood of a little victim? And ac- 
cepting it would remain happy for ever?” 

“No. I can’t admitit. Brother.” said Alyosha 
suddenly, with flashing eyes. “y()u said just 
now. is there a l)eing in the whole world who 
would have the right to forgive and could for- 
give? But there is a Being and He (an forgive 
everything, all and for all, because lie gave His 
innocent blood for all and everything. You 
have forgotten Him and on Him is built the 
edifice, and it is to Him they cry aloud, ‘Thou 
art just, O Lord, for Thy ways are revealed!* ** 

“.Ah! the One without sin and His blood! 
No, I have not forgcitten Him; on the contrary 
r\e been wondering all the time how it was 
you did not bring Him in before, for usually 
all arguments on your side put If ini in the 
foreground. Do you ki:ow, Alyosha— don’t 
laugh! 1 made a poem about a year ago. If you 
(an waste another ten minutes on me. I’ll tell 
it to you.” 

“You wrote a poem?” 

“Oh, no, I didn’t write it,’* laughed Ivan, 
“and I've never written two lines of poetrs in 
my life. But I made u|i this poem in prose 
and I remembered it. I was carried awa> when 
I made it up. You will be my first reader— that 
is listener. Why should an author forego even 
one listener?” smiled Ivan. “.Shall 1 tell it to 
you?” 

“I am all attention.” said .\lyosha. 

“My poem is called The Cwrnnd Inquisitor; 
it’s a ridiculous thing, but I want to tell it to 
you.” 

Chapter 5. The Grand Iiupiisitor 
“Evfn this must have a preface— that is, a liter- 
ary iircface,” laughed Ivan, “and I ant a poor 
hand at making one. You see, my action takes 
place in the sixteenth tentury. and at that 
time, as you probably learnt at sclutol, it was 
customary in poetry to bring down heavenly 
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powers on earth. Not to speak of Dante, in 
France, clerks, as well as the monks in the 
monasteries, used to give regular perfctrniances 
in which the Madonna, the saints, the angels, 
Christ, and God Himself were brought on the 
stage. In those days it was done in all simplic- 
ity. In Victor Hugo’s Notre Dame de Pans an 
edifying and gratuitousspectacie was provided 
for the people in the Ilcjtel de Ville of Paris 
in the reign of Louis XI in honour of the 
birth of the dauphin. It was called I.e bon 
ju^ement de la ires sainie el gracieuse Vierge 
Marie, and she appears herself on the stage 
and pronounces her bon jjigement. Similar 
plays, chiefly from the Old Testament, were 
occasionally performed in Moscow too, up to 
the times of Peter the Great. But besides plays 
there were all sorts of legends and ballads scat- 
tered about the world, in which the saints and 
angels and all the powers of Heaven tocA part 
when re(|uircd. In our monasteries the monks 
busied themselves in translating, copying, and 
even composing such poems- and even under 
the Tatars. There is, for instance, one such 
poem (of course, from the Greek), The Wan- 
derings of Our Lady through Hell, wdth de- 
scriptions as bold as Dante’s. Our Lady visits 
hell, and the Archangel Michael leads her 
through the torments. She sees the sinners and 
their punishment. There she sees among others 
one noteworthy set of sinners in a burning 
lake; some of them sink to the bottom of the 
lake so that they can’t swim out, and ‘these 
God forgets’- an expression of exirac^rdinary 
dej)lh and force. .And so Our Lady, shocked 
and weeping, falls before the throne of God 
and begs lor mercy lor all in hell- for all she 
has seen there, indiscriminately. Her conversa- 
tion with God is immensely interesting. .She 
beseeches Him, she will not desist, and when 
Ciod points to the hands and feet of her Son. 
n.iiled to the Gross, and asks, 'How can I for- 
give His tormentors?’ she bids all the saints, 
all the martyrs, all the angels and archangels 
to fall down with her and pray for mercy 
on all without distinction. It ends by her win- 
ning from Ciod a respiteof sulTering every year 
from Good Friday till Trinity Day, and the 
sinrii rs at once raise aery of thankfuln(\ss from 
hell, chanting. ‘Thou art just, O Lord, in this 
judgment.’ Well, niy poem w’ould have been 
of that kind if it had appeared at that time. 
He comes on the scene in my poem, but He 
says nothing, only appears ahd passes on. 
Fifteen centuries have passed since He prom- 
ised to come ill His glory, fifteen centuries 
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since His prophet wrote. ‘Behold. I come 
quickly’; *Of that day and that hour knowctli 
no man, neither the Son, but the Father,* as 
He Himself predicted on earth. But humanity 
awaits him witli the same faith and with the 
same love. Oh, with greater faith, for it is 
fifteen centuries since man has ceased to see 
signs from heaven. 

sifrns from heaven come to-day 
To add to what the heart doth say. 

There was nothing left but faith in what the 
heart doth say. It is true there were many 
miracles in those days. There were saints 
who performed miraculous cures; some holy 
people, according to their biogiaphics, were 
visited by the Queen of Heaven herself. But 
the devil did not slumber, and doubts were 
already arising among men of the truth of 
these miracles. And just then there appeared 
in the north of Germany a terrible new heresy. 
*A huge star like to a torch* (that is, to a 
church) ‘fell on the sources of the waters and 
they became bitter.' These heretics began blas- 
phemously denying miracles. But those who 
remained faithful were all the more ardent in 
their faith. The tears of humanity rose up to 
Him as before, awaited His coming, loved 
Him, hoped for Him, yearned to suffer and 
die for Him as before. And so many ages man- 
kind had prayed with faith and fervour, ‘O 
Lord our God, hasten Thy coming*; so many 
ages called upon Him, that in His infinite 
mercy He deigned to come down to His serv- 
ants. Before that day He had come down. He 
had visited some holy men, martyrs, and her- 
mits. as is written in their lives. Among us, 
Tyutclicv, with absolute faith in the truth of 
his words, bore witness that 

Bearing the Cross, in slavish dress, 
livin’ and worn, the, Heavnily King 
Our mother, Russia, came to bless. 

And through our land went wandering. 

And that certainly was so, I assure you. 

"And behold, He deigned to appear for a 
moment to the people, to the tortured, suf- 
fering people, sunk in iniquity, but loving 
Him like children. My story is laid in Spain, 
in Seville, in the most terrible time of the In- 
quisition, when fires were lighted every day to 
the glory of God, and 'in the splendid auto da 
fi the wicked heretics were burnt.* Oh, of 
course, this was not the coming in which He 
will appear, according to His promise, at the 
end of time in all His heavenly glory, and 
which will be sudden ‘as lightning flashing 


from east to west.* No, He visited His chil- 
dren only for a moment, and there where the 
flames were crackling round the heretics. In 
His infinite mercy He came once more among 
men in that human shape in which He walkecl 
among men for thirty-three years fifteen cen- 
turies ago. He came down to the ‘hot pave- 
ments’ of the southern town in which on the 
day before almost a liundred heretics had, ad 
majorern gloriam Dei, been burnt by the car- 
dinal, the Grand Inquisitor, in a magnificent 
auto da fe, in the presence of the king, the 
court, the knights, the cardinals, the most 
charming ladies of the court, and the whole 
population of Seville. 

" He came softly, unobserved, and yet, strange 
to say, everyone recognised Him. 'I'hat might 
be one of the best passages in the poem. 1 
mean, why they recognised Him. The people 
are irresistibly drawn to Him. they surround 
Him. they flock about Him, follow Him. He 
moves silently in their midst with a gentle 
smile of infinite compassion. The sun of love 
burns in His heart, light and power shine from 
His eyes, and their radiaiuc, shed on the peo- 
ple. stirs their hearts with responsive love. He 
holds out His hands to them, blesses them, and 
a healing \ irtue comes from contact with Him, 
even with His garments. An old man in the 
crowd, blind from childhood, cries out, ‘O 
Lord, heal me and 1 shall see Theel* and, as it 
were, scales fall from his eyes^and the blind 
man sees Him. The crowd weeps and kisses 
the earth under His feet. Children throw flow- 
ers heh)re Him, sing, and cry hosannah. 'It is 
He— it is He!’ all repeat. ‘It must be He, it can 
be no one but Him!* He stops at the steps of 
the .Seville cathedral at the moment when the 
weeping mourners are bringing in a little 
open white coffin. In it lies a child of seven, 
the only daughter of a prominent citizen. The 
dead child lies hidden in flowers. ‘He will 
raise your child,* the crowd shouts to the 
weeping mother. The priest, coming to meet 
the ccdlm, looks perplexed, and frowns, hut 
the mother of the dead child throws herself 
at His feet with a wail. ‘If it is Thou, raise my 
child!’ she cries, holding out her hands to 
Him. The procession halts, the coffin is laid 
on the steps at His feet. He lcx>ks with com- 
passion, and His lips once inc^rc softly pro- 
nounce, ‘Maiden, arise!* and tiie maiden a- 
ri.ses. The little girl sits up in the coffin and 
looks round, smiling with wide-open wonder- 
ing eyes, holding a bunch of white roses they 
had put in her hand. 
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**There are cries, sobs, confusion among the 
people, and at that moment the cardinal him- 
self, the Grand Inquisitor, passes by the ca- 
thedral. He is an old man, almost ninety, tall 
and erect, with a withered face and sunken 
eyes, in which there is still a gleam of light. He 
is not dressed in his gorgeous fardinal’s robes, 
as he was the day before, when he was burning 
the enemies of the Roman Church— at this 
moment he is wearing his coarse, old, monk's 
cassock. At a distance behind him come his 
gloomy assistants and slaves and the ‘holy 
guard.' He stops at the sight of the crowd and 
watches it from a distance. He sees everything; 
he sees them set the coffin down at His feet, 
sees the child rise up, and his face darkens. 
He knits his thick grey brows and his eyes 
gleam with a sinister Are. He holds out his 
finger and bids the guards take Him. And 
such is his power, so completely arc the people 
cowTd into submission and trembling obedi- 
ence to him, that the crowd immediately 
makes way for the guards, and in the midst of 
deathlike silence they lay hands on Him and 
lead Him away, 1 h* aowd instantly bows 
down to the earth, like one man, before the 
old Incjiiisitor. He blesses the people in silence 
and passes on. The guards lead their prisoner 
to the dose, gloomy vaulted prison in the 
ancient palace of the Holy Incpiisition and 
shut Him in it. The day passes and is fol- 
lowed by the dark, burning, 'breathless' night 
of Seville. The air is ‘fragrant with laurel and 
lemon.’ In the pitch darkness the iron door 
of the prison is suddenly opened and the 
(wrand Inquisitor himself comes in with a light 
in his hand. He is alone; the door is closed at 
once behind him. He stands in the doorway 
and for a minute or two ga/cs into His face. At 
last he goes up slowly, sets the light on the 
table and speaks. 

“ ‘Is it Thou? Thou?' but receiving no an- 
swer, he adds at once. ‘Don’t answer, be silent. 
What canst Thou say, indeed? 1 know too well 
what Thou wouldst say. And Thou hast no 
, right to add anything to what 'I'lioii hadst said 
of old. Why, then, art Thou come to hinder 
us? For Thou hast come to hinder us, and 
Thou knowest that, lint dost Thou know’ what 
wdll be to-morrow? I know not who Thou art 
and care not to know whether it is Thou or 
only a semblance of Him, but to-morrow I 
shall condemn I’hcc and burn Thee at the 
stake as the worst of heretics. And the very 
people who have to-day kissed Thy feet, to- 
morrow at the faintest sign from me will rush 
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to heap up the embers of Thy fire. Knowest 
Thou that? Yes, maybe Thou knowest it,* he 
added with thoughtful penetration, never for 
a moment taking his eyes off the Prisoner.” 

”1 don’t quite understand, Ivan. What does 
it mean?” Alyosha, who had been listening in 
silence, said with a smile. ‘‘Is it simply a wild 
fantasy, or a mistake on the part of the old 
man— some impossible quid pro quo?'* 

‘‘Take it as the last,” said Ivan, laughing, 
‘‘if you arc so corrupted by modern realism 
and can’t stand anything fantastic. If you 
like it to be a case of mistaken identity, let it 
be so. It is true,” he went on, laughing, “the 
old man was ninety, and he might well be 
crazy over his set idea. He might have been 
struck by the appearance of the Prisoner. It 
might, in fact, be simply his ravings, the de- 
lusion of an old man ol ninety, over-excited 
by the auto da fe of a hundred heretics the 
day before. But does it matter to us after all 
w’hether it was a mistake of identity or a w^ild 
fantasy? All that matters is that the old man 
should speak out, that he should speak open- 
ly of what he has thought in silence for ninety 
years.” 

‘‘And the Prisoner too is silent? Does He 
look at him and not say a word?” 

“I'hat’s inevitable in any case,” Ivan laughed 
again. ‘‘I'he old man has told Him He hasn’t 
the right to add anything to w'hat He has said 
of old. One may say it is the most fundamental 
feature of Roman Catholicism, in my opinion 
at least. ‘All has been given by Thee lo the 
Pope,’ they say, 'and all, therefore, is still in 
the Pope’s hands, and there is no need for 
Thee to come now’ at all. Thou must not med- 
dle for the time, at least.’ That’s how tliey 
speak and write too— the Jesuits, at any rate. 
I have read it myself in the works of their 
theologians. ‘Hast Thou the right to reveal to 
us one of the mysteries of that world from 
w’hich Thou hast come?*iny old man asks Him, 
and answers the question for Him. ‘No, Thou 
hast not; that I'hou mayest not add to what 
has been said of old. and mayest not take from 
men the freedom which Thou didst exalt when 
Thou W’ast on earth. Whatsoever Thou reveal- 
est anew will encroach on men’s freedom of 
faith; for it will be manifest as a miiacle, and 
the freedom of their faith was clearer to Thee 
than anything in those days fifteen hundred 
years ago. Diclst Thou not often say then, "I 
w’ill make yem free”? But now 'J'hoii hast seen 
these “free” men,' the old marl adds suddenly, 
with a pensive smile. ‘Yes, we’ve paid dearly 



The Brothers Karamazov 


zjo 

for it/ he goes on, looking sternly at Him, ‘but 
at last we have completed that work in Thy 
name. For fifteen centuries we have been 
wrestling with Thy freedom, but now it is 
ended and over for good. Dost Thou not be- 
lieve that it‘s over for good? Thou lookest 
meekly at me and deigncst not even to be 
wroth with me. But let me tell Thee that now, 
to-day, people are more persuaded than ever 
that they have perfect freedom, yet they have 
brought their freedom to us and laid it hum- 
bly at our feet. But that has been our doing. 
Was this what Thou didst? Was this Thy free- 
dom?* ** 

“1 don’t understand again.'* Alyosha broke 
in. “Is he ironical, is he jesting?" 

“Not a bit of it! He claims it as a merit for 
himself and his Church that at last they have 
vanquished freedom and have done so to 
make men happy. ‘For now* (he is speaking of 
the Inquisition, of course) ‘for the first time 
it has become possible to think of the happi- 
ness of men. Man was created a rebel; and 
how can rebels be happy? I'hou wast warned.* 
he says to Him. ‘Thou hast had no lack of ad- 
monitions and warnings, but Thou didst not 
listen to those warnings; Thou didst reject the 
only way by which men might be made happy. 
But, fortunately, departing Thou didst hand 
on the work to us. Thou hast promised, Thou 
hast established by Thy word, Thou hast given 
to us the right to bind and to unbind, and 
now, of course. Thou canst not think of taking 
it aw'ay. Why, then, hast Thou come to hinder 
us?* " 

“.And what's the meaning of 'no lack of ad- 
monitions and warnings’?” asked Alyosha. 

“Why, that’s the chief part of what the old 
man must say. 

" ‘The wise and dread spirit, the spirit of 
self-destruction and non-existence,* the old 
man goes on, ‘the great spirit talked withThcc 
in the wilderness, and we are told in the books 
that he “tempted” Thee. Is that so? And could 
anything truer be said than what he revealed 
to Thee in three questions and what 'Fhou 
didst reject, and what in the books is called 
“the temptation"? And yet if there has ever 
been on earth a real stupendous miracle, it 
took place on that day, on the day of the three 
temptations. The statement of those three 
questions was itself the miracle. If it were pos- 
sible to imagine simply for the sake of argu- 
ment that those three questions of the dread 
spirit had perished utterly from the books, 
and that we had to restore them and to invent 


them anew, and to do so had gathered together 
all the wise men of the earth— rulers, chief 
priests, learned men, philosophers, poets— and 
had set them the task to invent three questions, 
such as w’ould not only fit the occasion, but ex- 
press in three words, three human phrases, the 
whole future history of the world and of hu- 
manity— dost Thou believe that all the wisdom 
of the earth united could have invented any- 
thing in depth and force equal to the three 
questions which were actually put to 'I'licc then 
by the wise and mighty spirit in the wilder- 
ness? From those questions alone, from the mir- 
acle of their statement, we can sec that we have 
here to do not with the fleeting human intelli- 
gence, but with the absolute ancleternal.Forin 
those three questions the whole subseejuent his- 
tory of mankind is, as it were, brought together 
into one whole, and foretold, and in them arc 
united all the unsolved historical contradic- 
tions of human nature. At the time it could not 
be so clear, sine e the future was unknown: but 
now that fifteen hundred years have passed, 
we see that everything in those three questions 
was so justly divinecl and foretold, and has 
been so truly fulfilled, that nothing can be 
added to them or taken from them. 

“ ‘Judge 'Fliyself who was right— Thou or 
he wiio questioned Thee then? Remember the 
first question; its meaning, in other words, w'as 
this: “Thou wouldst go into the world, and 
art going w ith empty hands, with some prom- 
ise of freedom which men in their simplicity 
and their natural unruliness cannot even un- 
derstand, which they fear and dread— for noth- 
ing has ever been more insupportable for a 
man and a human society than freedom. But 
seest 7’hou these stones in this parched and 
barren wilderness? 'I'urn them into bread, and 
mankind will run after 'Fhee like a flock of 
sheep, grateful and obedient, though for ever 
trembling, lest Thou withdraw Thy hand and 
deny them Thy bread.” But 'I'hou wouldst not 
deprive man of freedom and didst reject the 
offer, thinking, what is that freedom worth, 
if obedience is bought with bread? Thou didst 
reply that man lives not by bread alone. But 
dost I'hou know that for the sake of that 
earthly bread the spirit of the earth will rise 
up against 7'hee and will strive with Thee 
and overcome Thee, and all will follow him, 
crying, “Who can compare with this beast? He 
has given us fire from licaven!" Dost Thou 
know' that the ages will pass, and humanity 
will proclaim by the lips of their sages that 
there is no crime, and therefore no sin; there 
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is only hunger?. “Feed men, and then ask of 
them virtue!” that’s what they’ll write on the 
banner, which they will raise against Thee, 
and w^ith which they will destroy T'hy temple. 
Where Thy temple stood will rise a new build* 
ing; the terrible tower of Babel will be built 
again, and though, like the one of old, it will 
not be finished, yet Thou might est have pre- 
vented that new tower and have cut short the 
sufferings of men for a thousand years: for 
they will come back to us after a thousand 
years of agony with their tower. They will 
seek us again, hidden underground in the cat- 
acombs, for we shall be again persecuted and 
tortured. They will find us and cry to us, “Feed 
us, for those who have promised us fire from 
heaven haven’t given it!’’ And then we shall 
finish building their tower, for he finishes the 
building who feeds them. And w'c alone shall 
feed them in Thy name, declaring falsely that 
it is in 1 hy name. Oh, never, never can they 
feed themselves without us! No science will 
give them bread so long as they remain free. 
In the end they will lay their freedom at our 
feet, and say to us, “Make us your slaves, but 
feed us.” 'Fhey will understand themselves, at 
last, that freedom and Ijrcad enough for all 
are inconceivable together, for never, never 
will they be able to share between them! They 
will be convinced, too, that they can never be 
free, for they arc weak, vicious, worthless, and 
rebel lions. Thou didst pr')inise them the bread 
of Heaven, but, 1 repeat again, can it compare 
with earthly bread in the eyes ol the weak, 
ever sinful and ignoble race of man? And if 
for the sake of the bread of Heaven thousands 
shall follow Thee, what is to become ot the 
millions and tens ol thousands ot millions of 
creatures who will not have the strength to 
forego the earthly bread for the sake of the 
heavenly? Or dost Thou care only for the tens 
of thousands of the great and .stremg, while the 
millions, numerous as the sands of the sea, 
who are weak but love Thee, must exist only 
for the sake of the great and strong? No, we 
care for the weak too. They arc sinful and re- 
bellious, but in the end they too will become 
obedient. 'Fhey will marvel at us and look on 
us as gods, because we arc ready to endure 
the freedom which they have found so dread- 
ful and to rule over them— so awful it will 
seem to them to be free. But we shall tell 
them that we are Thy servants and rule 
them in Thy name. We shall deceive them 
again, for we will not let Thee come to 
us again. That deception will be our sulfer- 
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ing, for we shall be forced to lie. 

” ‘This is the significance of the first ques- 
tion in the wilderness, and this is what Thou 
hast rejected for the sake of that freedom 
which 'Fhou hast exalted above everything. 
Yet in this cjuestion lies hid the great secret of 
this world. Choosing “bread,” I'hou wouldst 
have satisfied the universal and everlasting 
craving of humanity— to find someone to wor- 
ship. So long as man remains free he strives 
for nothing so inces.santly and so painfully as 
to find someone to worship. But man seeks to 
worship what is established beyond dispute, 
so that all men would agree at once to worship 
it. For these pitiful creatures are concerned 
not only to find what one or the other can 
worship, but to find something that all w^ould 
believe in and worship: what is essential is 
that all may be together in it. This craving 
for community of worship is the chief misery 
of every man individually and of all humanity 
from the bcginniiig of time. For the sake of 
common worship they’ve slain each other with 
the sword. They have set up gods and chal- 
lenged f)ne another, “Put away your gods and 
come and worship ours, or we will kill you 
and your gods!” And so it will be to the end 
of the world, even when gods disappear from 
the earth: they will fall down before idols 
just the same. Thou didst know, Thou couldst 
not but have known, this fundamental secret 
of human nature, but Thou didst reject the 
one infallible banner which was offered Thee 
to make all men bow down to Thee alone— 
the banner of earthly bread; and Thou hast 
rejected it for the sake of freedom and the 
bread of Heaven. Behold what Thou didst 
further. And all again in the name of freedom! 
I tell Fhee that man is tormented by no 
greater anxiety than to find someone quickly 
to whom he can hand over that gift of freedom 
with which the ill-fated creature is born. But 
only one who can appea.se their conscience can 
take over their freedom. In bread there was 
offererd Thee an invincible banner: give bread, 
and man will worship thee, for nothing is 
more certain than bread. But if someone else 
gains possession of his conscience— oh! then he 
will cast acvay Thy bread and follow after him 
who has ensnared his conscience. In thatThou 
wast right. For the secret of man’s being is not 
only to live but to have something to live for. 
Without a stable conception of the object of 
life, man would not consent Jto go on living, 
and would rather destroy hinnelf than remain 
on earth, though he had bread in abundance. 
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That is true. But what happened? Instead of 
taking men’s freedom from them. Thou didst 
make it greater than ever I Didst Thou forget 
that man prefers peace, and even death, to 
freedom of choice in the knowledge of good 
and evil? Nothing is more seductive for man 
than his freedom of conscience, but nothing 
is a greater cause of suffering. And behold, in- 
stead of giving a firm foundation for setting 
the conscience of man at rest for ever, Thou 
didst choose all that is exceptional, vague and 
enigmatic; Thou didst choose what was ut- 
terly beyond the strength of men, acting as 
though Thou didst not love them at all— Thou 
who didst come to give Thy life for them! In- 
stead of taking possession of men’s freedom. 
Thou didst increase it, and burdened the spir- 
itual kingdom of mankind with its sufferings 
for ever. Thou didst desire man’s free love, 
that he should follow 1‘hec freely, enticed and 
taken captive by Thee. In place of the rigid 
ancient law, man must hereafter with free 
heart decide for himself what is good and what 
is evil, having only Thy image before him as 
his guide. But didst Thou not know that he 
would at last reject even Thy image and Thy 
truth, if he is weighed down with the tearful 
burden of free choice? 'fhey will cry aloud at 
last that the truth is not in Thee, for they 
could not have been left in greatci confusion 
and suffering than Thou hast caused, laying 
upon them so many cares and unanswerable 
problems. 

“ 'So that, in truth, Thou didst Thyself lay 
the foundation for the destruction of Thy 
kingdom, and no one is more to blame for it. 
Yet what was offered 'I hee? There are three 
powers, three powers alone, able to conquer 
and to hold captive for ever the conscience of 
these impotent rebels for their happiness— 
those forces arc miracle, mystery and author- 
ity. Thou hast rejected all three and hast set 
the example for doing so. When the wise and 
dread spirit set 'Fhce on the pinnacle of the 
temple and said to Thee, "If Thou wouldst 
know whether Thou art the Son of GchI then 
cast Thyself down, for it is written: the angels 
shall hold him up lest he fall and bruise him- 
self, and Thou shalt know then whether I'hou 
art the Son of God and shalt prove then how 
great is Thy faith in Thy Father." But Thou 
didst refuse and wouldst not cast Thyself down. 
Oh, of course. Thou didst proudly and well, 
like God; but the weak, unruly race *>f men, 
are they gods? Oh, Thou didst know then that 
ill taking one step, in making one movement 


to cast Thyself down. Thou wouldst be tempt- 
ing God and have lost all Thy faith in Him, 
and wouldst have been dashed to pieces a- 
gainst that earth which Thou didst come to 
save. And the wise spirit that tempted Thee 
would have rejoiced. But I ask again, are there 
many like Thee? And couldst Thou believe 
for one moment that men, too, could face 
such a temptation? Is the nature of men such, 
that they can reject miracle, and at the great 
moments of their life, the moments of their 
deepest, most agonising spiritual difliculties, 
cling only to the free verdict of (he heart? Oh, 
Thou didst know that Thy deed w»ould be re- 
corded in books, would be handed down to 
remote times and the utmost ends of the earth, 
and Thou didst hope that man, following 
T hee, would cling to God and not ask for a 
miracle. But Thou didst not know that when 
man rejects miracle he rejects God too; for 
man seeks not so much God as the miraculous. 
And as man cannot bear to be without the 
miraculous, he will create new miracles of his 
own for himself, and will worship dcc?ds of 
sorcery and witchcraft, though he might be a 
hundred times over a rebel, heretic and infidel. 
Thou didst not come down from the Cross 
when they shouted to Thee, menking and re- 
viling Thee. "C^ome down from the cross and 
will believe that Thou art He." Thou didst 
not come down, for again Thou wouldst not 
enslave man by a miracle, and didst crave 
faith given freely, not based on miracle. Thou 
didst crave for free love and not the base rap- 
tures of the slave before the iniglit that has 
overawed him for ever. But T hou didst think 
too highly of men therein, for they are slaves, 
of course, though rebellious by nature. Look 
round and judge: fifteen centuries have passed, 
look upon them. Whom hast Thou raised up 
to Thyself? I swear, man is weaker and baser 
by nature than Thou hast believed him! Can 
he, can he do what Thou didst? By showing 
him so much respect, Thou didst, as it were, 
cease to feel for him, for Thou didst ask far 
too much from him— Thou who hast loved 
him more than Thyself! Re.specting him less. 
Thou wouldst have asked lc.ss o£ him. T hat 
would have been more like love, for his bur- 
den would have been lighter. He is weak and 
vile. What though he is every wl^ere now re- 
belling against our power, and proud of his 
rebellion? It is the pride of a Child and a 
schoolboy. They are little children riotingand 
barring out the teacher at school. But their 
childish delight will end; it will cost them 
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dear. They will cast down temples and drench 
the earth with blood. But they will see at last, 
the foolish children, that, though they are 
rebels, they are impotent rebels, unable to 
keep up their own rebellion. Bathed in their 
foolish tears, they will recognise at last that 
He who created them rebels must have meant 
to mock at them. They will say this in despair, 
and their utterance will be a blasphemy which 
will make them more unhappy still, for man's 
nature cannot bear blasphemy, and in the end 
always avenges it on itself. And so unrest, con- 
iusion, and unhappiness— that is the present 
lot of man after Thou didst bear so much for 
their freedom 1 The great prophet tells in vi- 
sion and in image, that he saw all those who 
took part in the first resurrection and that 
there were of each tribe twelve thousand. But 
if there were so many of them, they must have 
been not men but gods. They had borne Thy 
cross, they had endured scores of years in the 
barren, hungry wilderness, living upon locusts 
and roots— and Thou mayest indeed point with 
pride at those children of freedom, of free 
love, of free and splendid sacrifice for Thy 
name. But remembei liiat they were only some 
thousands; and w'hat of the rest? And how* are 
the other weak ones to blame, because they 
could not endure what the strong have en- 
dured? How is the weak soul to blame that it 
is unable to receive such terrible gifts? Canst 
'I’hou have simply come to the elect and lor 
the elect? But if so, it is mystery and we can- 
not understand it. And if it is a mystery, we 
too have a right to preach a mystery, and to 
teach them that it’s not the free judgment of 
their hearts, not love that matters, but a mys- 
tcTy which they must follow^ blindly, even 
against their conscience. So we have done. We 
have corrected Thy w’ork and have founded it 
upon miracle, mystery and Andmcm 

rejoiced that they were again led like sheep, 
and that the terrible gift that had brought them 
such suffering was, at last, lifted from their 
hearts. Were we right teaching them this? Speak! 
Did w'e not love mankind, so meekly acknowd- 
edging their feebleness, lovingly lightening 
their burden, and permitting their weak na- 
ture even sin wdth our sanction? Why hast 
Thou come now' to hinder us? .\nd why dost 
1 hou look silently and searchingly at me with 
Thy mild eyes? Be angry. I don't want Thy 
love, for I love I'hee not. And what use is it 
for me to hide anything from Thee? Don't I 
know to Whom I am speaking? All that 1 tan 
say is knowm to Thee already. And is it for me 
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to conceal from Thee our mystery? Perhaps it 
is Thy will to hear it from my lips. Listen, 
then. We are not working with Thee, but with 
/i/m— that is our mystery. It's long— eight cen- 
turies— since we have been on his side and not 
on 'I'hine. Just eight centuries ago, we took 
from him what 7'hou didst reject with scorn, 
that last gift he offered Thee, showing Thee 
all the kingdoms of the earth. Wc took from 
him Rome and the sword of Cxsar, and pro- 
claimed ourselves sole rulers of the earth, 
though hitherto we have not been able to 
complete our work. But w'hose fault is that? 
Oh, the work is only beginning, but it has be- 
gun. It has long to aw'ait completion and the 
earth has yet much to suffer, but w’c shall tri- 
umph and shall be Cxsars. and then we shall 
plan the universal happiness of man. But 
I'hou mightest have taken even then the sword 
of Cxsar. Why didst Thou reject that last gift? 
Hadst 'rhou accepted that last counsel of the 
mighty spirit, Thou w’ouldst have ac complished 
all that man seelfe on earth— that is, someone 
to wwship, someone to keep his conscience, 
and some means of uniting all in one unani- 
mous and harmonious ant-heap, for the crav- 
ing for uni\crsal unity is the third and last 
anguish of men. Mankind as a whole has al- 
ways striven to organise a universal state. 
There have been manygrcatnationsw'ith great 
histories, but the more highly they w'ere de- 
veloped the more unhappy they were, for they 
felt more acutely than other people the crav- 
ing for w'orld-w’ide union. The great concjuei- 
ors, I'imours and Ghenghis-Khans, whirled 
like hurricanes over the face of the earth striv- 
ing to subdue its people, and they too were 
but the unconscious expression of the same 
craving for universal unity. Hadst Thou taken 
the w'orld and Caesar's purple, Thou w'ouldst 
have founded the universal state and have 
given universal peace. For who can rule men 
if not he who holds their conscience and their 
bread in his hands? We have taken the sword 
of Cx*sar, and in taking it, of course, have re- 
jected "J'hec and followed him. Oh, ages are 
yet to come of the confusion of free thought, 
of their science and cannibalism. For ha\ing 
begun to build their tower of Babel wiihout 
us, they will end, of course, with cannibalism. 
But then the beast will crawl to us and lick our 
foci and spatter them with tears of blood. And 
we shall sit upon the beast and raise the cup, 
and on it will be written, '‘Mvstery.” But then, 
and only then, the reign of pc^e and happiness 
will conic for men. 'I'hou ar( proud of 'riiiiie 
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elect, but Thou hast only the elect, while we 
give rest to all. And besides, how many of those 
elect, those mighty ones who could become 
elect, have grown weary waiting for Thee, and 
have transferred and will transfer the powers 
of their spirit and the warmth of their heart 
to the other camp, and end by raising their 
jree banner against Thee. Thou didst Thyself 
lift up that banner. But with us all %vill be 
happy and will no more rebel nor destroy one 
another as under Thy freedom. Oh, wc shall 
pcr.suade them that they will only become free 
when they renounce their freedom to us and 
submit to us. And shall we be right or shall we 
be lying? They will be convinced that w’c are 
right, for they will remember the horrors of 
slavery and confusion to which T!iy freedom 
brought them. Freedom, free thought, and 
science will lead them into such straits and 
will bring them face to face with such marvels 
and insoluble mysteries, that some ot them, the 
fierce and rebellious, will destroy themselves, 
others, rebellious but weak, will destroy one 
another, while the rest, weak and unhappy, 
will crawl fawning to our feet and whine to 
us: *‘Yes, you were right, you alone possess His 
mystery, and wc come back to you, save us 
from ourselves!” 

” ‘Receiving bread from us, they will see 
clearly that we take the bread made by their 
hands from them, to give it to them, without 
any miratle. They will sec that we do not 
change the stones to bread, but in truth they 
will be more thankful for taking it from our 
hands than for the bread itself! For they wilj 
remember only too well that in old days, with- 
out our help, even the bread they made turned 
to stones in their hands, while since they have 
come back to us, the very stones have turned 
to bread in their hands. 'Foo, too well will they 
know the value ol complete submission! And 
until men know that, they will be unhappy. 
Who is most to blame h)r their not knowing 
it?— speak! Who scattered the flock and sent 
it astray on unknown paths? But the flock will 
come together again and will submit ontc 
more, and then it will be oi\cq for all. riien 
we shall give them the quiet humble happi- 
ness of weak creatures such as they are by na- 
ture. Oh, wc shall persuade them at last not to 
be proud, for Thou didst lift them up and 
thereby taught them to be proud. We shall 
show them that they arc weak, that they are 
only pitiful children, but that ( hildlike happi- 
ness is the sweetest of all. They will become 
timid and will look to us and huddle close to 


us in fear, as (hicks to the hen. They will mar- 
vel at us and will be awe-stricken before us, 
and will be proud at our being so powerful 
and clever that we have been able to subdue 
.such a turbulent flock of thousands of mil- 
lions. They will tremble impotently before our 
wrath, their minds will grow fearful, they will 
be (|uick to shed tears like women and chil- 
dren, but they will be just as ready at a sign 
from us to pass to laughter and rejoicing, to 
happy mirth and childish song. Yes, wc shall 
set tliem to woik, but in their leisure hours wc 
shall make their life like a child’s game, with 
children’s songs and innocent dance. Oh, we 
shall allow them even sin, they are weak and 
helpless, and they will love us like children be- 
cause we allow them to sin. We shall tell them 
that every sin will be expiated, if it is done 
with our permission, that wc allow them to sin 
because wc love them, and the punishment 
for these sins we take upon ourselves. And wc 
shall take it upon ourselves, and they will 
adoie us as their saviours who have taken on 
themselves their sins before God. And they 
will have no secrets Irom us. AVe shall allow 
or forbid them to li\c with their wives and 
mistresses, to have or not to have children— 
according to whether they have l^een obedient 
or disobedient -and they will submit to us 
gladly and chcerfulh.l'hc most painful secrets 
ot their (onsciciue, all, all they will bring to 
us. and we shall have an answer for all. And 
they will be glad to believe oiir.,iinswcr, for it 
will save them from the great anxiety and ter- 
rible agony they endure at present in making 
a free decision for themselves. And all will be 
happy, all the millions of creatures except the 
hundred thousand who rule over them. For 
only we, we who guard the mystery, shall be 
unhappy. Fhere will be thousands ol millions 
of happy babes, and a hundred thousand sul- 
ferers who have taken upon themselves the 
cur.se ot the knowledge of good and evil. Peace- 
fully they will die, peacefully they will expire 
in rhy name, and beymid the grave they will 
find nothing but death. But wc shall kecj) the 
.secret, and for their happiness wc shall allure 
them with the reward of heaven and eternity, 
rhoiigh if there were anything in the other 
world, it (crtainly would not be for such as 
they. It is prophesied that Thoii wilt come 
again in victory, Thou wilt come with 'J'hy 
chosen, the proud and strong, but we will .say 
that they have only saved themselves, but wc 
have saved all. VVe are told that the harlot who 
sits upon the beast, and holds in her hands the 
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mystery, shall be put to shame, that the weak 
will rise up again, and will rend her royal pur- 
ple and will strip naked her loathsome body. 
But then 1 will stand up and point out to 
Thee the thousand millions of happy children 
who have known no sin. And we who have 
taken their sins upon us for their happiness 
will stand up before Thee and say: "Judge us 
if rhou tanst and darest." Know' that I fear 
Thee not. Know that I too have been in the 
wilderness, I too have lived on roots and lo- 
custs, I too prized the freedom with which 
Thou hast blessed men, and 1 too was striving 
to stand among Thy elect, among the strong 
and powerful, thirsting "to make up the num- 
ber." But I awakened and would not serve 
madness. 1 turned back and joined the ranks 
of those ufho have correded Thy work. I left 
the proud and went back to the humble, for 
the happiness of the humble. What 1 say to 
Thee w’ill tome to pass, and our dominion 
will be built up. I repeat, to-mornnv 'I'liou 
shalt see that ol)eclicnt flock who at a sign 
from me w’ill hasten to heap up the hot cin- 
ders about the pile on which 1 shall I)urn 'I hce 
for coming to h ndv* u> For if anyone has 
c'Ncr deserved our fires, it is Thou, ro niorrow 
I shall burn Thee. DixU " ^ 

hail slop])cd. He was carried away as he 
talked, ancl spoke with excitement; w'hen he 
had finished, he suddenly smilc*d. 

Alycjsha had listened in silence: towards the 
end he was greatly inovcfl and seemed several 
times on tlie point of intcTrupting, but re- 
strained himself. Now' his words came with a 
rush. 

"lint . . . that’s absurd!” he cried, flusliiiig. 
‘A'our poem is in j)raisc of jesus, not in blame 
of Him— as you meant it to be. And who will 
believe you about freedom? Is that the w’ay 
to understand il? Fhat's not the idea of it in 
the Orthodox Church. . . . That’s Rome, and 
not even the whole of Koine, it’s false— those 
are the worst of the C'.atholics, the Incpiisitors, 
the Jesuits! . . . And there could not be such 
a fantastic creature as your Incjuisiior. What 
are these sins of mankind they take on them- 
selves? Who are these keepers of the mystery 
who have taken some curse upon themselvc's 
for the happiness of mankind? When have 
they been seen? We know the Jesuits, they arc 
spoken ill ol, but surely they are not what you 
describe? They are not that at all. not at all. 

. , . I'hey are simply the Romish army for the 
earthly sovereignty of the w'orld in the future, 

^ I have spoken. 
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with the Pontiff of Rome for Emperor . . . 
that’s their ideal, but there’s no sort of mys- 
tery or lofty melancholy about it. . . . It’s sim- 
ple lust of pow'er, of filthy earthly gain, of 
domination— something like a universal serf- 
dom w'ith them as masters— that’s all they stand 
for. l'h (7 don’t even believe in God perhaps. 
Your suffering Incpiisitcjr is a mere fantasy." 

"Stay, stay," laughed Ivan, "how hot you 
are! A fantasy you say, let it be so! Of course 
it’s a fantasy. But allow me to say: do you 
really think that the Roman Catholic move- 
ment of the last centuries is actually nothing 
but the lust of power, of filthy earthly gain? 
Is that Father Paissy’s teaching?" 

"No, no, on the contrary. Father Pai’ssy did 
once say something rather the same as you . . . 
but of course it’s not the same, not a bit the 
same," Alyosha hastily corrected himself. 

"A precious admission, in s|)itc of your ‘not 
a bit the same.’ 1 ask you why your Jesuits and 
Inquisitors have united simply for vile ma- 
terial gain? Why can there not be among them 
one inartvr oj)prcssed by great sorrow’ and lov- 
ing humanity? You see, only sup]>ose that 
there w'as one such man among all those who 
desire nothing but filthy material gain— if 
there’s only one like my old Inquisitor, who 
had himsell eaten roots in the desert and made 
fren/ied efforts to subdue his flesh to make 
himself free and perlect. But yet all his life he 
Icnecl humanity, ancl suddenly his eyes w'erc 
opened, and he saw that it is no great moral 
blessedness to attain perfection and freedom, 
if at the same time one gains the conviction 
that millions ol Crod's creatures have been 
created as a mockerv, that they will never be 
capable of using their Ireedom.that these poor 
rebels can never turn into giants to complete 
the tower, th.it it was not lor such geese that 
the great idealist dreamt his dream of har- 
mony. Seeing all that he turned back and 
joined— the clever people. Surely that could 
have happened?” 

"Joined whom, what clever people?" cried 
Alvosha, completely carried away. "'Fhey have 
no such great cleverness and no mysteries and 
.secrets. . . . Perhaps nothing but Atheism, 
that's all their secret. Your Incpiisitor does ni^t 
believe in God, that’s his secret!" 

"What it il is so! At last you have gucs.scd it. 
It’s jierfectlv true, it’s true that that’s the whole 
secret, but isn’t that suffering, at least for a 
man like that, who has wasted his whole life 
in the desert and yet could npt shake off his 
incurable love of humanity? In his old age he 
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reached the clear conviction that nothing but 
the advice of the great dread spirit could build 
up any tolerable sort of life for the feeble, un- 
ruly, ‘incomplete, empirical creatures created 
in jest/ And so, convinced of this, he sees that 
he must follow the counsel oi the wise spirit, 
the dread spirit of death and destruction, and 
therefore accept lying and deception, and lead 
men consciously to death and destruction, and 
yet deceive them all the w'ay so that they may 
not notice where they are being led, that the 
poor blind creatures may at least on the way 
think themselves happy. And note, the decep- 
tion is in the name of Him in Whose ideal the 
old man had so fervently believed all his life 
long. Is not that tragic? And il only one such 
stood at the head of the whole army ‘filled 
with the lust of j)ower only for the sake of 
filthy gain’— wY)uld not one such be enough to 
make a tragedy? More than that, one such 
standing at the head is enough to create the 
actual leading idea of the Roman Church with 
all its armies and Jesuits, its highest idea. I 
tell you frankly that I firmly believe that there 
has always been such a man among those who 
stood at the head of the movement. Who 
knows, there may have been some such even 
among the Roman Popes. Who knows, per- 
haps the spirit of that accursed old man who 
loves mankind so obstinately in his own way, 
is to be found even now in a whole multitude 
of such old men, existing not by chance but by 
agreement, as a secret league formed long ago 
for the guarding of the mystery, to guard it 
from the weak and the unhappy, so as to make 
them happy. No doubt it is so. and so it must 
be indeed. I fancy that even among the Ma- 
sons there’s something of the same mystery at 
the bottom, and that that’s why the Catholics 
so detest the Masons as their rivals breaking 
up the unity of the idea, while it is so essential 
that there should be one flock and one shep- 
herd. . . . But from the way I defend iny idea 
I might be an author impatient of your criti- 
cism. Enough of it.” 

‘‘You arc perhaps a Mason yourself!” broke 
suddenly from Alyosha. ‘‘You don’t believe 
in God,” he added, speaking this time very 
sorrowfully. He fancied besides that hisbrother 
was looking at him ironically. ‘‘How docs your 
poem end?” he a.sked, suddenly looking down. 
“Or was it the end?” 

“I meant to end it like this. When the In- 
quisitor ceased speaking he waited some time 
for his Prisoner to answer him. His silence 
weighed down upon him. He saw that the 


Pri.soner had listened intently all the time, 
looking gently in his face and evidently not 
wishing to reply. I’he old man longed for him 
to say something, however bitter and terrible. 
But He suddenly approached the old man in 
silence and .softly kissed him on his bloodless 
aged lips. That was all his answer. The old 
man shuddered. His lips moved. He went to 
the door, opened it, and said to Him; ‘Go, and 
come no more . . . come not at all, never, nev- 
er!' And he let Him out into the dark alleys of 
the town. The Prisc^ner went away.” 

“And the old man?” 

“The kiss glows in his heart, but the old 
man adheres to his idea.” 

“And you with him, you too?” cried Alyosha, 
mournfully. 

Ivan laughed. 

“Why, it’s all nonsense. Alyosha. It's only a 
senseless poem of a senseless student, who 
could never write two lines of verse. Why do 
you take it so seriously? Surely you don’t sup- 
pose I am going straight off to the Jesuits, to 
join the men who are correcting His work? 
Good I.ord, it’s no business of mine. 1 told 
you, all I want is to live on to thirty, and 
then . . . dash the cup to the ground!” 

“But the little sticky leaves, atid the pre- 
cious tombs, and the blue sky, and the woman 
you love! How will you live, how will you 
love them?” Alyosha cried sorrowfully. “With 
such a hell in your heart and your head, how 
can you? No, that’s just what 7011 are going 
away for, to join them ... it not, you will kill 
yourself, you can’t endure it!” 

“There is a strength to endure everything.” 
Ivan said with a cold smile. 

“What strength?” 

“The strength of the Karamazovs— the 
strength of the Karamazov baseness.” 

“ I’o sink into debauchery, to stifle your soul 
with corruption, yes?” 

“Possibly even that . . . only perhaps till 1 
am thirty I shall escape it, and then ” 

“How' will you escape it? By what will you 
escape it? That’s impossible with your ideas.” 

“In the Karama/ov way, again.” 

“ ‘Everything is lawful,’ you niean? Every- 
thing is lawful, is that it?” 

Ivan .scowled, and all at once turned strange- 
ly pale. ", 

“Ah, you’ve caught up yesterday’s phrase, 
w'hich .so offended Miiisov— and which Dmitri 
pounced upon so naivelyand paraphrased!" he 
smiled queerly. “Yes, if you like, ‘everything 
is lawful' since the word has l)een said, 1 won’t 
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deny it. And Mitya's version isn't bad." 

Alyosha looked at him in silence. 

"I thought that going away from here I have 
you at least,” Ivan said suddenly, with unex- 
pected feeling; “but now I see that there is no 
place for me even in your heart, my dear 
hermit. The formula, ‘all is lawful,' 1 won't 
renounce— will you renounce me for that, yes?” 

Alyosha got up, went to him and softly 
kissed him on the lips. 

“That's plagiarism,” cried Ivan, highly de- 
lighted. “You stole that from my poem. Thank 
you though. Get up, Alyosha, it's time we were 
going, both of us.” 

They went out. but stopped when they 
reached the entrance of the restaurant. 

“Listen, Alyosha,” Ivan began in a resolute 
voice, “if I am really able to care for the sticky 
little leaves 1 shall only love them, remember- 
ing you. It's enough for me that you are some- 
where here, and I shan’t lose my desire for life 
yet. Is that enough for you? Take it as a decla- 
ration of love if you like. And now you go to 
the right and 1 to the left. And it’s enough, 
do you hear, enough. 1 mean even if I don't go 
away to-morrow (1 think 1 certainly shall go) 
and wc meet again, don’t say a word more on 
these subjc'cts. 1 beg that particularly. And a- 
bout Dmitri too, 1 ask you specially, never 
speak to me again,” he added, with sudden ir- 
ritation: “it’s all exhausted, it has all been 
said over and over again, Iiasn’t it? And I'll 
make you one promise in return lor it. When 
at thirty, I want to ‘dash thccup to the ground,' 
u'herever I may be I’ll come to have one more 
talk with you, even though it were from Amer- 
ica, you may be sure of that. I’ll come on pur- 
jjosc. It will be very interesting to have a look 
at you, to see what you’ll be by that time. It’s 
rather a solemn promise, you see. And we real- 
ly may be parting for seven years or ten.C'.ome, 
go now to your Pater Seraphic us, he is dying. 
If he dies without you, you will be angry with 
me for having kept you. Good-bye, kiss me 
once more: that’s right, now go.’’ 

Ivan turned suddenly and went his way 
without looking back. It was just as Dmitri 
had left Alyosha the day before, though the 
parting had been very dillerent. The strange 
resemblance fla.shed like an arrow through Al- 
yosha's mind in the distress and dejection of 
that moment. He waited a little, looking after 
his brother. He suddenly noticed that Ivan 
swayed as he walked and that his right shoul- 
der looked lower than his left. He had never 
noticed it before. But all at once he turned 
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too, and almost ran to the monastery. It was 
nearly dark, and he felt almost frightened; 
something new was growing up in him for 
which he could not account. The wind had 
risen again as on the previous evening, and 
the ancient pines murmured gloomily about 
him when he entered the hermitage copse. He 
almost ran. “Pater Seraphicus— he got that 
name from somewhere— where from?” Alyosha 
wondered. “Ivan, poor Ivan, and when shall I 
see you again? . . . Here is the hermitage. Yes, 
yes, that he is. Pater Seraphicus, he will save 
me— from him and for ever!” 

Several times afterwards he wondered how 
he could, on leaving Ivan, so completely forget 
his brother Dmitri, though he had that morn- 
ing, only a few hours before, so firmly resolved 
to find him and not to give up doing so, even 
should he be unable to return to the monas- 
tery that night. 

Chapter 6, For Awhile a Very 
Obscure One 

And Ivan, on parting from Alyosha, went home 
to Fyodor Pavlovitch's house. But, strange to 
say, he was overcome by insufferable depres- 
sion, which grew greater at every step he took 
tow^ards the house. There was nothing strange 
in his being depressed: what was strange was 
that Ivan could not have said what was the 
cause of it. He had often been depressed be- 
fore, and there was nothing surprising at his 
feeling so at such a moment, when he had 
broken off with everything that had brought 
him here, and was preparing that day to make 
a new" start and enter upon a new, unknown 
future. He would again be as solitary as ever, 
and though he had great hopes, and great— 
too great— cxpcc tations from life, he could not 
have given any definite account of his hopes, 
his expectations, or even his desires. 

Yet at that moment, though the apprehen- 
sion of the new^ and unknown certainly found 
place in his heart, what w^as w’orrying him was 
something quite different. “Is it loathing for 
my father’s house?” he wondered. “Quite like- 
ly: I am so sick of it: and though it's the last 
time I shall cross its hateful threshold, still I 
loathe it. . . . No, it's not that either. Is it the 
parting with Alyosha and the conversation I 
had with him? For .so many years I’ve been 
silent with the whole w^orld and not deigned 
to speak, and all of a sudden I reel off a rig- 
marole like that.” It certainly might have been 
the youthful vexation of youthful inexperi- 
ence and vanity— vexation at having failed to 
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express himself, especially with such a being 
as Alyosha, on whom his heart had certainly 
been reckoning. No doubt that came in, that 
vexation, it must have done indeed; but yet 
that was not it, that was not it either. feel 
sick with depression and yet I can’t tell what 
I want. Better not think, perhaps.’* 

Ivan tried “not to think,” but that, too, was 
no use. What made his depression so vexatious 
and irritating was that it had a kind of casual, 
external character— he felt that. Some person 
or thing seemed to be standing out somewhere, 
just as something will sometimes obtrude itself 
upon the eye, and though one may be so busy 
with work or conversation that for a long time 
one does not notice it, yet it irritates and al- 
most torments one till at last one lealises. and 
removes the offending object, often ejuite a 
trifling and ridiculous one— some article left 
about in the wrong place, a handkerchief on 
the floor, a book not replaced on the shelf, 
and so on. 

At last, feeling very cross and ill-humoured, 
Ivan arrived home, and suddenly, about fif- 
teen paces from the garden gate, he guessed 
what was fretting and worrying him. 

On a bench in the gateway the valet Smer- 
dyakov was sitting enjoying the coolness of 
the evening, and at the first glance at him 
Ivan knew that the valet Snicrdyakov was on 
his mind, and that it was this man that his soul 
loathcd.lt all datvned upon him suddenly and 
became clear. Just before, when Alyosha had 
been telling him of his meeting with Smerdya- 
kov, he had felt a sudden tw'ingc of gloom and 
loathing, which had immediately stirred re- 
sponsive anger in his heart. Afterwards, as he 
talked, Smerdyakov had been forgotten for 
the time; but still he had been in his mind, 
and as soon as Ivan parted with Alyosha and 
was walking home, the forgotten sensation be- 
gan to obtrude itself again. "Is it possible that 
a miserable, contemptible creature like that 
can worry me so much?” he wondered, with in- 
sufferable irritation. 

It was true that Ivan had come of late to 
feel an intense dislike for the man, especially 
during the last few days. He had even begun 
to notice in himself a growing feeling that was 
almost of hatred for the creature. Perhaps this 
hatred was accentuated by the fact that when 
Ivan first came to the neighbourhood he had 
felt quite differently. Then he had taken a 
marked interest in Smerdyakov, and had even 
thought him very original. He had encouraged 
him to talk to him, although he had always 


wondered at a certain incoherence, or rather 
restlessness, in his mind, and could not under- 
stand what it was that so continually and in- 
sistently worked upon the brain of “the con- 
templative.” They discussed philosophical 
questions and even how there could have been 
light on the first day when the sun, moon, and 
stars were only created on the fourth day, and 
how that was to be understood. But Ivan soon 
saw that, though the sun, moon, and stars 
might be an interesting subject, yet that it was 
quite secondary to Smerdyakov, and that he 
was looking for something altogether difler- 
cnt. In one way and another, he began to be- 
tray a boundless vanity, and a w’ouiided van- 
ity, too, and that Ivan disliked. It had first 
given rise to his aversion. Later on, there had 
been trouble in the house. Grushenka had 
come on the scene, and there had been the 
scandals with his brother Dmitri— they dis- 
cussed that, too. But though Smerdyakov al- 
ways talked of that with great excitement, it 
was impossible to discover what he desired to 
come of it. There w'as, in fact, something sur- 
prising in the illogicality and incohereiKC of 
some of his desires, accidentally betrayed and 
always vaguely expressed. Smerdyakov \vas al- 
ways inquiring, putting certain indirect but ob- 
viously premeditated (]uestions, but what his 
object was he did not explain, and usually at 
the most important monieni he would break 
off and relapse into sileme or pass to another 
subject. But what finally irritated Ivan most 
and confirmed his dislike for him was the pe- 
culiar, revolting lainiliarity which Snierdya- 
kov began to show more and more markedly. 
Not that he forgot himsell and was rude; on 
the contrary, he always .spoke very respectfully, 
yet he had obviously begun to consider— good- 
ness knows why!— that there was some sort of 
understanding between him and Ivan Fyodo- 
rovitch. He always spoke in a tone that sug- 
gested that those two had some kind of com- 
pact, some secret between them, that had at 
.some time been expressed on both sides, only 
known to them and beyond the comprehen- 
sion of those around them. But for a long 
while Ivan did not rerogni.se the real cause of 
his growing dislike and he had otily lately re- 
ali.sed what was at the n:ot of it. 

With a feeling of disgust and irritation he 
tried to pass in at the gate without speaking 
or looking at Smerdyakov. But Smerdyakov 
rose from the bench, and from that action 
alone, Ivan knew instantly that he wanted par- 
ticularly to talk to him. Ivan looked at him 
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and stopped, and the fact that he did stop, 
instead of passing by, as he meant to the min- 
ute before, drove him to fury. With anger and 
repulsion he looked at Smerdyakov’s emascu- 
late, sickly face, with the little curls coinl)cd 
forward on his forehead. His left e^e winked 
and he grinned as if to say, "Where are you 
going? You won’t pass by; you see that we 
two clever people have something to say to 
each other." 

Ivan shook. "Get away, miserable idiot. 
What have I to do with you?" was on the tip 
of his tongue, but to his profound astonish- 
ment he licard himself say, "Is my father still 
asleep, or has he waked?" 

He asked the question softly and meekly, to 
his own surprise, and at once, again to his 
own surprise, sat down on the bench. For an 
instant he felt almost frightened; he remem- 
bered it afterwards. Smerdyakov stood facing 
him, his hands behind his back, looking at him 
with assurance and almost severity. 

"His honour is still asleep," he articulated 
deliberately ("You wx're the first to speak, not 
I," he seemed to sav). "I am surprised at you, 
sir," he added. altCi a pause, dropping his 
e>cs affectedly, setting his right foot forward, 
and playing with the tip of his polished boot. 

"VVhy are you surprised at me?" Ivan asked 
abruptly and sullenly, doing his utmost to re- 
strain himself, and suddenly realising, with 
disgust, that he was feeling intense curiosity 
and would not, on any account, have gone 
away without satisfying it. 

"Why don’t you go to Tchermashnya, sir?" 
Smerdyakov suddenly raised his eyes and 
smiled familiarly. "Why I smile you must un- 
derstand of yourself, if you are a clever man," 
his screwed-up left eye seemed to say. 

"Why should I go to Tchermashnya?" Ivan 
asked in surprise. 

Smerdyakov was silent again. 

"Fyodor Pavlovilch himself has so begged 
you to," he said at last, slowly and apparently 
attaching no significance to his answer. "I put 
you off with a secondary reason,” he seemed 
to suggest, "simply to say something." 

"Damn youl Speak out what you wantl" 
Ivan cried angrily at last, passing from meek- 
ness to violence. 

Smerdyakov drew his right foot up to his 
left, pulled himself up. but still looked at him 
with the same serenity and the same little 
smile. 

"Substantially nothing— but just by way of 
conversation." 


Contra 

Another silence followed, lliey did not 
speak for nearly a minute. Ivan knew that he 
ought to get up and show anger, and Smerdya- 
kov stood before him and seemed to be wait- 
ing as though to see whether he would be an- 
gry or not. So at least it seemed to Ivan. At 
last he moved to get up. Smerdyakov seemed to 
seize the moment. 

"I’m in an aw'ful position, Ivan Fyodoro- 
vitch. I don’t know how to help myself," he 
said resolutely and distinctly, and at his last 
word he sighed. Ivan Fyodorovitch sat down 
again. 

"They arc both utterly crazy, they are no 
better than little children," Smerdyakov went 
on. "I am speaking of your parent and your 
brother Dmitri Fyodorovitch. Here Fyodor 
Pavlovitchwill get updircctlyand begin worry- 
ing me every minute, ‘Has she come? Why 
hasn’t she come?’ and so on up till midnight 
and even after midnight. And if Agrafena 
Alexandrovna doesn’t come (for very likely 
she does not mean to come at all) then he will 
be at me again to-morrow morning, ‘Why 
hasn't she come? When will she come?'— as 
though 1 were to blame for it. On the other 
side it’s no better. As soon as it gets dark, or 
even before, your brother will appear with 
his gun in his hands: ‘Look out, you rogue, 
you soup-maker. If you miss her and don’t let 
me know she’s been— I’ll kill you before any- 
one.’ When the night’s over, in the morning, 
he, too, like Fyodor Pavlovitch, begins worry- 
ing me to death. 'Why hasn’t she come? Will 
she come soon?’ .And he, too, thinks me to 
blame because his lady hasn’t come. And every 
day and every hour they get angrier and an- 
grier, so that 1 sometimes think I shall kill my- 
self in a fright. 1 can’t depend upon them, sir." 

"And why have you meddled? Why did you 
begin to spy for Dmitri Fyodorovitch?" said 
Ivan irritably. 

"How could I help meddling? Though, in- 
deed, I haven’t meddled at all, if you want 
to know the truth (^f the matter. I kept quiet 
from the very beginning, not daringto answer; 
but he pitched on me to be his servant. He has 
had only one thing to say since: Til kill \ou, 
you scoundrel, if you miss her.’ I feel certain, 
sir, that I shall have a long fit to-morrow." 

"What do you mean by ‘a long fit’?" 

"A long fit, lasting a long time— several 
hours, or perhaps a day or two. Once it went 
on for three days. I fell from the garret that 
time. The struggling ceased atid then began 
again, and for three days I couldn't come back 
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to my senses. Fyodor Pavlovitch sent for Her- 
zenstube, the doctor here, and he put ice on 
my head and tried another remedy, too. ... 1 
might have died." 

"But they say one can't tell with epilepsy 
when a fit is coming. What makes you say you 
will have one to-morrow?" Ivan inquired, with 
a peculiar, irritable curiosity. 

"That's just so. You can't tell beforehand." 

"Besides, you fell from the garret then." 

"I climb up to the garret every day. I might 
fall from the garret again to-niorrow. And, if 
not, I might fall down the cellar steps. I have 
to go into the cellar every day, too." 

Ivan took a long look at him. 

"You arc talking nonsense, I see, and I don't 
quite understand you," he said softly, but 
with a sort of menace. "Do you mean to pre- 
tend to be ill to-morrow for three days, eh?" 

Smerdyakov, who was looking at the ground 
again, and playing with the toe of his right 
foot, set the foot down, moved the left one for- 
ward. and, grinning, articulated: 

"If 1 were able to play such a trick, that is, 
pretend to have a fit— and it would not be dif- 
ficult for a man accustomed to them— I should 
have a perfect right to use such a means to save 
myself from death. For even if Agrafena Alex- 
androvna comes to see his father while I am ill, 
his honour can't blame a sick man for not tell- 
ing him. He'd be ashamed to." 

“Hang it all!" Ivan cried, his face working . 
with anger, "Why are you always in such a 
funk for your life? All my brother Dmitri's 
threats are only hasty words and mean noilv 
ing. He won’t kill you; it's not you he’ll kill!" 

"He’d kill me first of all, like a fly. Bui c\en 
more than that, I am afraid 1 shall be taken 
for an accomplice of his when he does some- 
thing crazy to his father." 

"Why should you be taken for an accom- 
plice?" 

"They'll think I am an accomplice, because 
I let him know^ the signals as a great secret." 

"What signals? Whom did you tell? Ccin- 
found you, speak more plainly." 

"I’m bound to admit the fact,” Smerdya- 
kov drawled with pedantic compcisure, "that 
I have a secret with Fyodor Pavlovitch in this 
business. As you know yourself (if only you do 
kne^w it) he has for several days past locked 
himself in as soon as night or even evening 
comes on. Of late you’ve been going upstairs 
to your room early every evening, and yester- 
day you did not come down at all, and so per- 
haps you don't know how carefully he has be- 


gun to lock himself in at night, and even if 
Grigory Vassilyevitch comes to the door he 
won't open to him till he hears his voice. But 
Grigory Vassilyevitch does not come, because 
I wait upon him alone in his room now. That’s 
the arrangement he made himself ever since 
this to-do with Agrafena Alexandrovna began. 
But at night, by his orders, I go away to the 
lodge so that 1 don't get to sleep till midnight, 
but am on the watch, getting up and walking 
about the yard, waiting for Agrafena Alexan- 
drovna to come. For the last few days he's been 
perfectly frantic expecting her. What he argues 
is. she is afraid ol him. Dmitri Fyodoroviuh 
(Mitya, as he calls him), ‘and so,’ says he, 
‘she'll come the back-way, late at night, to me. 
You look out for her,’ says he, ‘till midnight 
and later; and if she docs come, you run up and 
knock at my door or at the window from the 
garden. Knock at first twice, rather gently, 
and then three times more quickly, then,’ says 
he. ‘I shall understand at once that she has 
come, and will open the door to you cjuietly.' 
Another signal he gave me in case anything 
unexpected happens. At first, two knocks, and 
then, after an interv^al, another much louder. 
Then he will understand that something has 
happened suddenly and that 1 must see him, 
and he will open to me so that I can go and 
speak to him. That’s all in case Agrafena Al- 
exandrovna can’t come herself, but sends a 
message. Besides, Dmitri Fyodoroviuh might 
come, too, so I must let him know h.c is near. 
His honour is awfully afraid of Dmitri Fyo- 
doroviuh, so that c\cn if Agrafena Alexan- 
drovna had come and were locked in w ith him, 
and Dmitri Fyodorovitch were to turn up any- 
where near at the lime, 1 should be bound to 
let him know' at once, knocking thiec limes. 
So that the first signal of five knocks means 
Agrafena Alexandrovna has come, while the 
second signal of three knocks means ‘some- 
thing important to tell you.' His honour has 
shown me them several times and explained 
them. And as in the whole universe no one 
knows of these signals but myself and his hon- 
our, so he’d open the door without the slight- 
est hesitation and without calling emt (he is 
awfully afraid of calling out akmd). Well, 
those signals are known to Dmilri Fyodoro- 
vitch loo, now.” 

"How are they known? Did yOu tell him? 
How dared you tell him?" 

"It was through fright I did iu How could 
I dare to keep it back from him? Dmitri Fyo- 
dorovitch kept persisting every day, ‘You are 
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deceiving me, you are hiding something from 
mel ril break both your legs for you.' So I told 
him those secret signals that he might see my 
slavish devotion, and might be satisfied that I 
was not deceiving him, but was telling him all 
J could." 

"If you think that he'll make use of those 
signals and try to get in, don't let him in." 

"But if 1 should be laid up with a fit, how 
can I prevent him coming in then, even if I 
dared prevent him, knowing how desperate 
he is?" 

"Hang it! How can you he so sure you are 
going to have a fit, confound you? Are you 
laughing at me?" 

"How could I dare laugh at you? I am in no 
laughing humour wiili this fear on me. 1 feel 
I am going to have a fit. 1 have a presentiment. 
Fright alone will bring it on." 

"Confound ill If you are laid up, Grigory 
will be on the watch. Let Grigory know before- 
hand; he will be sure not to let him in.” 

"I should never dare to tell Grigory Vassilye- 
vitrh about the signals without orders from my 
master. And as fo^" G>-’'gory Vassilyevitch hear- 
ing him and not admitting him, he has been 
ill ever since yesterday, and Marfa Ignatyevna 
intends to give him medicine to-morrow. 
They've just arranged it. It’s a very strange 
remedy of hers. Marfa Ignatyevna knows of a 
preparation and alw^ays keeps it. It’s a strong 
thing made from some herb. She has the secret 
of it, and she always gives it to Grigory V^assil- 
yc'vitch three times a year when his lumbago’s 
so bad he is almost paralysed by it. Then she 
takes a towel, wets it with the stuff, and rubs 
his whole back for half an hour till it’s ejuite 
red and swollen, and what’s left in the bottle 
she gives him to drink with a special prayer; 
but not (juite all, for on such occasions she 
leaves some for herself, and drinks it herself. 
And as they never take strong drink, 1 assure you 
they both drop asleep at once and sleep sound 
a very long time. And when Grigoiy Vassilye- 
vitch wakes up he is perfectly well alter it, but 
Marfa Ignatyevna always has a headac he from 
it. So, if Marfa Ignatyevna carries out her in- 
tention to-morrow, they won’t hear anything 
and hinder Dmitri Fyodorovitcli. 'riicy'll be 
asleep.” 

"What a rigmarole! And it all seems to hap- 
pen at once, as though it were planned. You’ll 
have a fit and they'll both be unconscious.” 
cried Ivan. "But aren't you trying to arrange it 
so?" broke from him suddenly, and he frowned 
( hreatcniiigly. 


Contra j^i 

“How could I? . . . And why should I, when 
it all depends on Dmitri Fyodorovitcli and his 
plan.s? ... If he means to do anything, he’ll do 
it; but if not, I shan’t be thrusting him upon 
his father.” 

"And why should he go to father, especially 
on the sly, if, as you say yourself, Agrafena 
Alexandrovna won't tome at all?" Ivan went 
on, turning white with anger. "You say that 
yourself, and all the while I’ve been here, I've 
felt sure it was all the old man's fancy, and the 
creature won’t come to him. Why should Dmi- 
tri break in on him if she doesn't come? Speak, 

I want to know' what you are thinking!" 

"You know yourself why he’ll come. What’s 
the use of what 1 think? His honour w'ill come 
simply because he is in a rage or suspicious on 
account of my illness perhaps, and he'll dash 
in, as he did yesterday through impatience to 
search the rooms, to see whether .she hasn't es- 
caped him on the sly. He is perfectly w’ell 
aware, too, that Fyodor Pavlovitch has a big 
envelope with three thousand roubles in it, 
tied up w'ith ribbon and sealed w’ith three 
seals. On it is written in his own hand, 'To 
my angel Oru.shenka, if she will come,’ to 
which he added three clays later, 'for my little 
chicken.’ There’s no knowing what that might 
do.” 

"Nonsense!" cried Ivan, almost beside him- 
self. "Dmitri won’t come to steal money and 
kill my father to do it. He might have killed 
him yesterday on account of Grushenka, like 
the frantic, savage fool he is, but he won't 
steal." 

"He is in very great need of mcjiiey now— the 
greatest need, Ivan Fyodorovitch. You don’t 
know' in what need he is," Sinerdyakov ex- 
plained, with perfect composure and remark- 
able di.stinctiiess. "He looks on that three thou- 
sand as his ow'H. too. He .said so to me himself. 
'My father still owes me just three thousand,* 
he said. And besides that, consider, Ivan Fyo- 
dorov itch, there is something else perfectly 
true. It’s as good as certain, so to .say, that 
Agrafena Alexandrovna will force him, if only 
she cares to, to marry hei --the master himself, 
I mean. Fyodor Pavlovitch— if only she cares 
to, and oi course she may care to. All I’ve .said 
is that she w on’t come. but maybe she’s looking 
for more than that—I mean to he mistress here. 
I know my. self that Samsonov, her merchant, 
was laugliing with her about it. telling her 
c|uite openly that it w’ould not be at all a stu- 
pid tiling to do. And she’s got'^lenty of sense. 
She wouldn't marry a beggar like Dmitri Fyo- 
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dorovitch. So, taking that into consideration, 
Ivan Fyotiorovitch, rellect tliat then neither 
Dmitri Fyodorovitch nor yourself and your 
brother. Alexey Fyodorovitch, would have any- 
thing after the master’s death, not a rouble, 
for Agrafena Alexandrovna would luarr) him 
simply to get hold of the whole, all the money 
there is. But if your lather were to die now, 
there *d be some forty thousand for sure, even 
for Dmitri Fyodorovitch w'hom he hates so, for 
he’s made no will. . . . Dmitri Fyodorovitch 
knows all that very well.” 

A sort of shudder passed over Ivan’s face. 
He suddenly flushed. 

“Then why on earth,” he suddenly inter- 
rupted Smerdyakov, “do you advise me to go to 
Tchermashnya? What did you mean by that? 
If I go away, you see what will happen here.” 
Ivan drew his breath with difliciilty. 

“Precisely so,” said Smerdyakov, softly and 
reasonably, watching Ivan intently, however. 

“What do you mean Ijy ‘precisely so’?” Ivan 
questioned him, with a menacing light in his 
eyes, restraining himself with difficulty. 

“I spoke because I felt sorry for you. If I 
were in your place I should simply throw it 
all up . . . rather than stay on in such a posi- 
tion,” answered Smerdyakov, with the most 
candid air looking at Ivan’s flashing eyes. They 
tvere both silent. 

‘’You seem to be a perfect idiot, and what’s 
more ... an awful scoundrel, too.” Ivan rose 
suddenly from the bench. He was about to 
pass straight through the gate, but he stopped 
.short and turned to Smerdyakov. Something 
strange followed. Ivan, in a sudden paroxysm, 
bit his lip, clenched his fists, and, in another 
minute, w’ould have flung himself on Smerdya- 
kov. The latter, anyway, noticed it at the same 
moment, started, and shrank back. But the 
moment passed without mischief to Sincrdya- 
kov, and Ivan turned in silence, as it seemed in 
perplexity, to the gate. 

“1 am going away to Moscow to-morrow, if 
you care to know— early to-morrow morning. 
That’s all!” he suddenly said aloud angrily, 
and w'ondercd himself afterwards what need 
there was to say this then to Smerdyakov. 

“That’s the best thing you can do,” he re- 
sponded, as though he had expected to hear 
it; “except that you can always be telegraphed 
for from Moscow, if anything should happen 
here.” 

Ivan stopped again, and again turned quick- 
ly to Smerdyakov. But a change had passccl over 
him, too. All his familiarity and carelessness 


had completely disappeared. His face expressed 
attention and expectation, intent but timid 
and cringing. 

“Haven’t you something more to say— some- 
tliing to add?” could be read in the intent gaze 
he fixed on Ivan. 

“And couldn’t I be sent for from Tcher- 
mashnya, too— in case anything happened?” 
Ivan shouted suddenly, lor some unknowm rea- 
son raising his voice. 

“From Tchermashnya. too . . you could be 
sent for,” Smerdyakov muttered, almost in a 
whisper, looking disconcerted, but gazing in- 
tently into Ivan’s eyes. 

“Only Moscow is farther and Tchermashnya 
is nearer. Is it to save my spending money on 
the fare, or to save my going so far out of my 
way, that you insist on Tchermashnya?” 

“Precisely so . . .” muttered Smerdyakov, 
with a breaking voice. He looked at Ivan with 
a revolting smile, and again made ready to 
draw back. But to his astonishment Ivan broke 
into a laugh, and went through the gate still 
laughing. Anyone who had seen his face at 
that moment would have known that he was 
not laughing from lightness of heart, and he 
could not have explained himself what he was 
feeling at that instant. He moved and walked 
as though in a nervous frenzy. 

Chapter 7. ‘Tt*s Always Worth While 
Speaking to a Clever Man’' 

And in the same nervous fren/y, too, he spoke. 
Meeting Fyodor Pavlovitch in the drawing- 
room directly he went in, he .«^houted to him, 
waving his hands, “I am going upstairs to my 
room, not in to you. Ciood-bye!” and passed 
by, trying not even to look at his father. Very 
possibly the old man was too hateful to him at 
that moment; but such an unceremonious dis- 
play of hostility was a surprise even to Fyodor 
Pavlovitch. -\nd the old man evidently wanted 
to tell him something at once and had come 
to meet him in the drawing-room on purpose. 
Receiving this amiable greeting, he stood still 
in silence and with an ironic:al air watched his 
son going upstairs, till he passed out of sight. 

"What's the matter with him?” he promptly 
asked Smerdyakov. who had followed Ivan. 

“Angry about something. Wlio can tell?” 
the valet muttered evasively. 

“Confcnind him! Let him be angry then. 
Bring in the samovar, and get along with you. 
Look sharp! No news?” 

Then followed a series of questions such as 
Smerdyakov had just complained of to Ivan, 
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all relating to his expected visitor, and these 
questions we will omit. Half an hour later the 
house was locked, and the crazy old man was 
wandering along through the rooms in excited 
expectation of hearing every minute the five 
knocks agreed upon. Now and then he peered 
out into the darkness, seeing nothing. 

It was very late, but Ivan was still awake and 
redecting. He sat up late that night, till two 
o’clock. But we will not give an account of his 
thoughts, and this is not the place to look into 
that soul—its turn will ccmie. And even if one 
tried, it would be very hard to give an account 
of them, for there were no thoughts in his 
brain, but something very vague, and, above 
all, intense excitement. He felt himself that he 
had lost his bearings. He was fretted, too. by 
all sorts of strange and almost surprising de- 
sires: for instance, after midnight he sudclenly 
had an intense irresistible inclination to go 
down, open tJie door, go to the lodge and beat 
Smcrdyakcjv. But if he had been asked why, he 
could not liave given any exact reason, except 
perliaps that he loathed the valet as one w'ho 
Iiad insulted him more gravely than anyone in 
the world. On the ol:ici hand, he was more 
than once that night overcome by a sort of in- 
explicable humiliating terror, which he felt 
positively paralysed his physical powers. His 
head achecl and he was giddy. A feeling of ha- 
tred was rankling in his heart, as though he 
meant to avenge himself on someone. He even 
hated Alyosha, recalling the conversation he 
had just had with him. At moments he hated 
himself intensely. Of Katerina Ivanos na he al- 
most forgot tc^ think, and wondered greatly at 
this afterwards, especially as he remembered 
perfectly that when he had protested so \ al- 
ia n I ly to Katerina Ivanovna that he uould go 
away next day to Moscow, something had 
whisyrered in his heart, “That’s nonsense, you 
arc not going, and it won’t be so easy to tear 
yourself away as you are boasting now.’’ 

kemembering that night long afterwards, 
Ivan recalled with peculiar repulsion how he 
had suddenly got up from the sola and had 
.stealthily, as though he were afraid of being 
watched, opened the dc^or, gone out on the 
staircase and listened to Fyodor Pavlovitch 
stirring down below, had listened a long while 
—some five iiiinules— with a sort of strange cu- 
riosity, holding his breath while his heart 
throbbed. i\nd why he had clone all this, why 
he was listening, he could not have .said. 'T hat 
“action” all his life afterwards he called “in- 
famous,” and at the bottom of his heart, he 
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thought of it as the basest action of his life. 
For Fyodor Pavlovitch himself he felt no ha- 
tred at that moment, but was simply intensely 
curious to know how he was walking down 
there below and what he must be doing now. 
He w'ondcred and imagined how he must be 
peeping out of thedark windowsand stopping 
in the middle of the room, listening, listening 
—for someone to knock. Ivan went out on the 
stairs twice to listen like this. 

About two c^’clock when everything was 
c|uict, and even Fyodor Pavlovitch had geme to 
bed, Ivan had got into bed, firmly resolved to 
fall asleep at once, as he felt fearfully ex- 
hausted. And he did fall asleep at once, and 
slept scsundly without dreams, but waked early, 
at si‘ven o’clock, when it was broad daylight. 
Opening his eyes, he was surprised to feel him- 
self extraordinarily vigorous. He jumped up 
at once and dressed cjuickly: then dragged out 
his trunk and began packing immediately. His 
linen had come back frcmi the laundress the 
previous morning. Ivan positively smiled at 
the thought that everything was helping his 
sudden departure. And his departure certainly 
was .sudden. Fhough Ivan hacl said the day be- 
fore (to Katerina Ivanovna, Alyosha, and 
Smerdvt'ikov) that he was Icav ing next day, yet 
he lemembered that he had no thought of de- 
pariure when he went to bed, or, at least, had 
not di earned that his first act in the morning 
would be to pack his trunk. At last his trunk 
and bag were ready. It was about nine o’clock 
when Marla Ignatyevna came in with her 
usual incjuiry. “W’here will your honour take 
your tc*a, in yc^ur own room or downstairs?” 
I Ic looked almost cheerful, but there was about 
him, about his words and gestures, something 
hurried and scattered. Greeting his father affa- 
bly, and even incpiiring specially after his 
health, though he did not wait to hear liis an- 
swer to the end, he announced that he was 
starting ofl in an hour to return to Moscow for 
good, and begged him to send for the horses. 
His father heard this announcement with no 
sign of sur])rise. and forgot in an unmannerly 
way to show regret at losing him. Instead of do- 
ing so, he flew into a great flutter at the recol- 
lection of some important business of his own. 

“W'liai a fellow vcni are! Not to tell me yes- 
terday! Never mind: we’ll manage it all the 
same. Do me a great service, my dear boy. Go 
to Tchennashnya on the way. It’s only to turn 
to the left from the station at Volovya, only 
another twelve versts and you conic to Tcher- 
mashiiYa.” 



J44 T ’ he Brothers Karamazov 


'Tm sorry, I can’t. It's eighty versts to the 
railway and the train starts for Moscow at seven 
o'clock to-night. I can only just catch it." 

"You’ll catch it to-morrow or the day after, 
but to-day turn off to Tchermashnya. It won't 
put you out much to humour your father! If I 
hadn't had something to keep me here, I would 
have i*un over myself long ago, for I’ve some 
business there in a hurry. But here I . . . it's 
not the time for me to go now. . . . You see. 
I’ve two pieces of copse land there. The Ma- 
slovs, an old merchant and his son, will give 
eight thousand for the timber. But last year I 
just missed a purchaser who would have given 
twelve. There’s no getting anyone about here 
to buy it. The Maslovs have it all their own 
way. One has to take what diey’ll give, for no 
one here dare bid against them. 'I he priest at 
Ilyinskoe wTote to me last Thursday that a 
merchant called Gorstkin, a man I know, had 
turned up. What makes him valuable is that 
he is not from these parts, so he is not afraid 
of the Maslovs. He says he will give me eleven 
thousand for the copse. Do you hear? But he’ll 
only be here, the priest writes, for a week al- 
together, so you must go at once and make a 
bargain with him." 

"Well, you write to the priest; he’ll make the 
bargain." 

"He can’t do it. He has no eye for business. 
He is a perfect treasure, I’d give him twenty 
thousand to take care of for me without a 
receipt; but he has no eye for business, he is a 
perfect child, a crow could deceive him. And 
yet he is a learned man, would you believe it? 
This Gorstkin looks like a peasant, he wears a 
blue kaftan, but he is a regular rogue. That’s 
the common complaint. He is a liar. Sometimes 
he tells such lies that you wonder why he is 
doing it. He told me the year before last that 
his wife was dead and that he had married an- 
other, and would you believe it, there was not 
a word of truth in it? His wife has never died 
at all, she is alive to this day and gives him a 
beating twice a week. So what you have to find 
out is whether he is lying or speaking the truth 
when he says he wants to buy it and would give 
eleven thousand." 

"I shall be no use in such a business. I have 
no eye either." 

"Stay, wrait a bit! You will be of use, for I 
will tell you the signs by which you can judge 
about Gorstkin. I’ve done business with him 
a long time. You see, you must watch his beard; 
he has a nasty, thin, red beard. If his beard 
shakes when he talks and he gets cross, it's all 


right, he is saying what he means, he wants to 
do business. But if he strokeshis beard with his 
left hand and grins— he is trying to cheat you. 
Don’t watch his eyes, you won't find out any- 
thing from his eyes, he is a deep one, a rogue— 
but w^atch his beard! I’ll give you a note and 
you show’ it to him. He’s called Gorstkin, 
though his real name is Tyagavy;^ but don’t 
call him so, he wdll be offcncletl. If you come to 
an understanding with him, and see it’s all 
right, write here at once. You need only write: 
'He's not lying.' Standout for eleven thousand; 
one thousand you can knock oil, but not more. 
Just think! there’s a difference between eight 
thousand and eleven thousand. It’s as good as 
picking up three thousand; it's not so easy to 
find a purchaser, and I'm in desperate need of 
money. Only let me know it’s serious, and I’ll 
run over and fix it up. I’llsnatchthe time some- 
how. But w'hat’s the good of my galloping 
over, if it’s all a notion of the priest’s? Come, 
will you go?" 

"Oh, I can’t spare the time. You must ex- 
cuse me." 

"Come, you might oblige your father. I 
shan’t forget it. You’ve no heart, any of you— 
that’s w’hat it is! What’s a day or two to yoti? 
Where are you going now— to Venice? Your 
Venice w’ill keep another two days. I would 
have sent Alyosha, but what use is Alyosha in 
a thing like that? I send you just betause you 
arc a clever fellow'. Do you .suppose I don't sec 
that? You know nothing about timber, but 
you've got an eye. .All that is wanted is to sec 
whether the man is in earnest. I tell you, watch 
his beard- if his beard shakes you know’ he is 
in earnest." 

"You force me to go to that damned Tcher- 
mashnya yourself, then?" cried Ivan, with a 
malignant .smile. 

Fyodor Pavlovitch did not catch, or would 
not catch, the malignancy, but he caught the 
smile. 

"Then you’ll go, you’ll go? I’ll .scribble the 
note for you at once." 

"I don’t know whether I shall go. I don’t 
know. I’ll decide on ihc w’ay." 

"Nonsen.se! Dec ide at once. My dear fellow’, 
decide! If you settle the matter, wtitc me a line; 
give it to the priest and he’ll semi it on to me 
at once. And I won’t delay you more than that. 
You can go to Venice. The priest will give you 
horses back to Volovya station." 

The old man was cjuite delighted. He wrote 
the note, and sent for the horses. A light lunch 

* i.e. setter dog. 
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was brought in, with brandy. When Fyodor 
PavU)vitrh was pleased, he usually became ex- 
pansive, but to-day he seemed to restrain him- 
self. Of Dmitri, for instance, he did not say a 
word. He was (|uite unmoved by the parting, 
and seemed, in fact, at a loss for something to 
say. Ivan noticed this particularly. “He must 
be bored with ine,“ he thought. Only when ac- 
companying his son out on to the steps, the 
old man began to fuss about. He would have 
kissed him, but Ivan made haste to hold out 
his hand, obviously avoiding the kiss. His fath- 
er saw it at once, and instantly pulled him- 
self up. 

“Well, good luck to you. good luck to you!“ 
he repeated from the steps. “You’ll come again 
some time or other? Mind you do come. I shall 
always be glad to sec you. Well, Christ be with 
you!” 

Ivan got into the carriage. 

“Gooci-bye, Ivan! Don’t be loo hard on mel** 
the father called for the last time. 

The whole household came out to take leave 
— .Smerdyakov, Marla and Grigory. Ivan gave 
them ten rouble-* (a When he had seated 
himself in the carriage, Smerdyakov jumped 
up to arrange the rug. 

“You sec ... I am going to Tchermashnya,” 
broke suddenly from Ivan. Again, as the day 
before, the words seemed to drop of them- 
selves, and he laughed, too, a peculiar, nervous 
laugh. He remembered it long after. 

“It’s a true saying then, that ‘it’s always 
worth while speaking to a clever man,’’’ an- 
swered Smerdyakov firmly, looking significant- 
ly at Ivan. 

T he carriage rolled away. Nothing was clear 
in Han’s soul, but he looked eagerly around 
him at the fields, at the hills, at the trees, at a 
flock of geese flying high o'crhead in the bright 
sky. Ariel all of a .sudden he felt \ery happy. He 
tried to talk to the driver, and he felt intensely 
interested in an answer the peasant made him; 
but a minute later he reali.sed that he was not 
catching anything, and that he had not ically 
even taken in the pca.sant’s answer. He was si- 
lent, and it was plea.sant even so. The air was 
fre.sh.purc and cool, the sky bright. The images 
of Alyosha and Katerina Ivanovna floated into 
his mind. But he softly smiled, blew softly on 
the friendly phantoms, and they flew away. 
“There’s plenty of time for them,’* he tlmught. 
They reached the .station quickly, changed 
horses, and galloped to Volovya. “Why is it 
Avorth while speaking to a clever man? What 
did he mean by that?” 'Fhe thought seemed 
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suddenly to clutch at his breathing. “And why 
did I tell him I was going to Tchermashnya?” 
They reached Volovya .station. Ivan got out of 
the carriage, and the drivers stood round him 
bargaining over the journey of twelve versts 
to Tchermashnya. He told them to harne.ss the 
horses. He went into the station house, looked 
round, glanced at the overseer’s wife, and sud- 
denly went back to the entrance. 

“I won’t go to 1 chermashnya. Am 1 too late 
to reach the railway by seven, brothers?’’ 

“Wc shall just (lo it. Shall we get the car- 
riage out?’’ 

“At once. Will any one of you be going to 
the tOAvn to-morrow?’’ 

“To be sure. Mitri here will.” 

“Can you do me a service, Mitri? Go to my 
father’s, to Fyodor Pavlovitch Karamazov, and 
tell him I haven’t gone to 'Fehermashnya. Can 
you?” 

“Of course I can. I’ve knowm Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch a long time.*^ 

“And here’s something for you, for I dare 
say he won’t give you anything,” said Ivan, 
laughing gaily. 

“You may clcpend on it he won’t.” Mitri 
laughed too. “I’hank you, sir. I’ll be sure to 
do it.” 

At Severn o’clock Ivan got into the train and 
set off to Moscow. “;\way with the past. I’ve 
clone Avith the old world for ever, and may I 
have no ncAvs, no echo, from it. I'o a new life, 
ncAv places, and no looking back!” But instead 
of delighi his soul was filled with such gloom, 
and his heart ached with such anguish, as he 
had never known in his life before. He Avas 
thinking all the night. The train flew on. and 
only at daybreak, when he Avas approaching 
Moscoav, he .suddenly roused himself from his 
meditation. 

“I am a scoundrel,” he Avhispercd to himself. 

Fyodor Pavlovitch remained avcH satisfied at 
having seen his son off. For two hours after- 
wards he felt almost happy, and sat drinking 
brandy. But suddenly .something happenecl 
Ac'hich was very annoying and unpleasant for 
cvcTyone in the house, and completely upset 
Fyodor Pavlovitch’.^ C(juanimity at once. Smer- 
chakov went to the cellar for something and 
fell down from the top of the steps. Fortunate- 
ly. Marfa Ignatyevna Avas in thcyardaiid heard 
him in time. She did not see the fall, but heard 
his streiim— the strange, peculiar .scream, long 
familiar to her— the scream of tlip epileptic fall- 
ing in a fit. They could not tele whether the fit 
had come on him at the moment he was de- 
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ficending the steps, so that he must have fallen 
unconscious, or whether it was the fall and the 
shock that had caused the fit in Smcrd)akov, 
wrho was known to be liable to them. They 
found him at the bottom of the cellar steps, 
writliing in convulsions and foaming at the 
mouth. It was thought at first that he must 
have broken someth ing—an arm or a leg— and 
hurt himself, but “God had preserved him,” 
as Marfa Ignatyevna expressed it— nothing of 
the kind had happened. But it w’as difficult to 
get him out of the cellar. They asked the neigh- 
bours to help and managed it somehow. Fyo- 
dor Pavlovitch himself was present at the whole 
ceremony. He helped, evidently alarmed and 
upset. The sick man did not regain conscious- 
ness; the ccmvirlsioiis ceased for a time, but 
then began again, and everyone concluded 
that the same thing would happen, as had hap- 
]>ened a year before, when he accidently fell 
from the garret. They remembered that ice had 
been put on his head then. There was still ice 
in the cellar, and Marfa Ignatyevna had some 
brought up. In the evening, Fyodor Pavlovitch 
sent for Doctor Herzenstube, w^ho arrived at 
ome. He was a most estimable old man, and 
the most careful and conscientious doctor in 
the province. After careful examination, he 
concluded that the fit was a very \iolent one 
and might have serious consequences; that 
meanwhile he, Herzenstube, did not fully un- 
derstand it, but that by to-morrow morning, if 
the present remedies were unavailing, he would 
venture to try something else. The invalid was 
taken to the lodge, to a room next to Grigory^s 
and Marfa Ignatyevna’s. 


Then Fyodor Pavlovitch hadone misfortune 
after another to put up w'ith that day. Marfa 
Ignatyevna cooked the dinner, and the soup, 
compared with Smerdyakov’s, was “no better 
than dish-water,” and the fowl was so dried up 
that it was impossible to masticate it. To her 
master’s bitter, though deserved, reproaches, 
Marfa Ignatyevna replied that the fowl was a 
very edd one to begin with, and that she had 
never been trained as a cook. In the evening 
there was another trouble in store for Fyodor 
Pavlovitch; he was informed that Grigory, who 
had not been well for the last three days, was 
completely laid up by his lumbago. Fyodor 
Pavlovitch finished his tea as early as possible 
and locked himself up alone in the house. He 
was in terrible excitement and suspense. That 
eveming he reckoned on (^rushenka’s coming 
almost as a certainty. He had receivc^d from 
Smerdyakov that morning an assurance “that 
she had promised to come without fail.” 'Fhe 
incorrigible old man’s heart throbbed with ex- 
citement; he p.'iced up and down his em|ny 
rooms listening. He had to be on the alert. 
Dmitri might be on the watch for her some- 
W'here, and when she knocked on the window 
(Smerdyakov had informed him two days bc^- 
fore that he had told her whc're and ho^v to 
knock) the door must be opened at once. She 
must not be a second in the passage, for ie.ir— 
which Ciod forbid! -that she should bc‘ Iriglit- 
cned and run away. Fyodor Pavlov iuh had 
much to think of, but never hacfliis hcan been 
steepc'd in such voluptuous hopes. This time 
he could say almost certainly that she would 
come! 


BOOK VI 

The Russian Monk 


Chapter /. Father Zossiina 
and His Visitors 

When with an anxious and aching heart Alyo- 
sha went into his elder's cell, he stood still al- 
most astonished. Instead of a sick man at his 
hist gasp, perhaps unconscious.ashehad feared 
to find him, he .saw him sitting up in his chair 
and, though w'cak and exhausted, his face was 
bright and cheerful, he was surrounded by 
visitors and engaged in a quiet and joyful con- 


versation. But he had only got up from his bed 
a quartcir of an hour before Alyc^sha’s arrival; 
his visitors had gathered togethei’ in his cell 
cailier, waiting lor him to wake, having re- 
ceived a most confident assurance from Father 
Paissy that “the teacher w^ould get up, and as 
he had himself promised in the morning, con- 
verse once more with tho.se dear to his heart.” 
This promise and indeed every wcwl of the dy- 
ing elder Father Paissy put implicit trust in. 
If he* had seen him unconscious, if he had seen 
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him breathe his last, and yet had his promise 
that he would rise up and say good-bye to him, 
he would not have believed perhaps even in 
death, but would still have expected the dead 
man to recover and fulfil his promise. In the 
morning as he lay down to sleep, Father Zossi- 
ma had told him positively: shall not die 

without the delight of another conversation 
with you, beloved of my heart. I shall look once 
more on your dear face and pour out my heart 
to you once again.*' The monks, who had gath- 
ered for this probably last (onversation with 
Father Zossima, had all been his devoted friends 
for many years. 'Fhere were four of them: 
Father Iosif and Father Paissy. Father Mihail, 
the warden of the hermitage, a man not very 
old and far from being learned. He was of 
humble origin, of strong will and steadfast 
faith, of austere appearance, but of deep ten- 
derness, though he obviously concealed it as 
though he were almost ashamed of it. The 
fourth, Father Anfim, was a very old and hum- 
ble little monk of the poorest peasant class. He 
was almost illiterate, and very quiet, scarcely 
speaking to anyone He was the humblest of 
the humble, and looked as though he had been 
frightened by something great and awful be- 
yond the scope of his intelligence. Father Zos- 
siina had a great alFectif)n for this timorous 
man, and always treated him with marked re- 
spect, though perhaps there was no one he had 
known to whom he had said less, in spite of the 
fact that he had spent ye, rs wandering about 
holy Russia with him. That was very long ago, 
forty years before, when Father Zossima first 
began his life as a monk in a poor and little 
monastery at Kostroma, and when, shortly 
after, he had accompanied Father Anfimon his 
pilgrimage tocollectalms for their poor monas- 
tery. 

The whole parly were in the bedroom which, 
as we mentioned before, w'as very small, so that 
there was scarcely room for the four of them 
(in addition to Porfiry, the novice, who stood) 
to sit round Father Zossima on chairs brought 
from the sitting room. It wasalready beginning 
to get dark, the room was lighted up by the 
lamps and the candles before the ikons. 

Seeing Alyosha standing embarrassed in the 
doorway. Father Zossima smiled at him joy- 
iully and held out his hand. 

“Welcome, my cpiiet one, welcome, my dear, 
here vou are too. 1 knew you would come.*’ 

Alyosha went up to him, bowed down be- 
fore liim to the ground and wept. Something 
surged up from his heart, his soul was quiver- 
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ing, he wanted to sob. 

“Come, don't weep over me yet," Father 
Zossima smiled, laying his right hand on his 
head. “You see I am sitting up talking; maybe 
I shall live another twenty years yet, as that 
dear good woman from Vishegorye, with her 
little Lizaveta in her arms, wished me yester- 
day. God bless the mother and the little girl 
Li/aveta,” he crossed himself. “Porfiry, did you 
take her offering where I told you?'* 

He meant the sixty copecks brought him the 
day before by the good-humoured woman to 
be given “to someone poorer than me.’* Such 
offerings, always of money gained by personal 
toil, are made by way of penance voluntarily 
undertaken. The elcier had sent Porfiry the 
evening before to a widow, wdiose house had 
been burnt dowm lately, and who after the fire 
had gone with her children begging alms. Por- 
firy hastened to reply that he had given the 
money, as he had been instructed, “from an 
unknown benefaotress.’* 

“Get up. my dear boy,” the elder went on to 
AKosha. “Let me look at you. Have you been 
homeandscen your brother?** It seemed strange 
to Al)osha that he asked so confidently and 
precisely, about one of his brothers only— but 
which one? Then perha)3s he had sent him out 
both yesterday and to-day for the sake of that 
brother. 

“1 have seen one of my brothers,** answered 
Alyosha. 

“I mean the elder one, to whom I bowed 
down.’* 

"I only saw him yesterday and could not find 
him to-day,” said Alyosha. 

“Make haste to find him, go again to-morrow 
and make haste, leave everything and make 
haste. Perhaps \ou may still have time to pre- 
vent something terrible. I bowed down yester- 
day to the great suffering in store for him.** 
lie was suddenly silent and seemed to be 
pondering. I'hc words were strange. Father 
Iosif, who had witnessed the scene yesterday, 
exchanged glances with Father Paissy. Alyosha 
could not resist asking: 

“Father and teacher,** he began w'ith extreme 
emotion, “your words are too obscure. . . . 
What is this suffering in store for him?’* 
“Don't inejuire. I seemed to see something 
terrible yesterday ... as though his whole fu- 
ture were expressed in his eyes. A look came 
into his eyes— .so that I was instantly horror- 
stricken at what that man is preparing^orhim- 
.sclf. Once or twice in my life V/Ce seen such a 
look in a man’s face . . . reflecting as it were his 
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future fate, and that fate, alas, came to pass. 
I sent you to him, Alexey, for 1 thought your 
brotherly face would help him. But everything 
and all our fates are from the l.ord. ‘Except a 
corn of w'hcat fall into the ground and die, it 
abided! alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth 
much fruit/ Remember that. You, Alexey, I’ve 
many times silently blessed for your face, know 
that,*’ added the elder with a gentle smile. 
“This is what I think of you, you will go forth 
from these walls, but will live like a monk in 
the world. You will have many enemies, but 
even your foes will love you. Life will bring 
you many misfortunes, but you will find your 
happiness in them, and will bless life and will 
make others bless it— which is what matters 
most. Well, that is your character. Fathers and 
teachers," he addressed his friends with a ten- 
der smile, *‘I have never till to-day told even 
him why the face of this youth is so dear to me. 
Now I w'ill tell you. His face has been as it 
were a remembrance and a prophecy for me. 
At the dawn of my life whenl was a child I had 
an elder brother who died before my eyes at 
seventeen. And later on in the course of my 
life 1 gradually became convinced that that 
brother had been for a guidance and a sign 
from on high for me. For had he not come 
into my life, I should never perhaps, so 1 fancy 
at least, have become a monk and entered on 
this precious path. He appeared first to me in 
my childhood, and here, at the end of my pil- 
grimage, he seems to have come to me over 
again. It is marvellous, fathers and teachers, 
that Alexey, who has some, though not a groat, 
resemblance in face, seems to me so like him 
spiritually, that many times I have taken him 
for that young man, my brother, mysteriously 
come back to me at the end of my pilgrimage, 
as a reminder and an inspiration. So that I 
positively w^ondered at so strange a dream in 
myself. Do you hear this, Porfiry?" he turned 
to the novice who waited on him. “Many times 
I’ve .seen in your face as it wore a look of morti- 
fication that I love Alexey more than you. Now 
you know why that was so, but I love you too, 
know that, and many times I grieved at your 
mortification. I should like to tell you, dear 
friends, of that youth, my brother, for there 
has been no presence in my life more precious, 
more significant and touching. My heart is full 
of tenderness, and I look at my whr>le life at 
this moment as though living through it again." 

Here I must observe that this last conversa- 
tion of Father Zossima with the friends who 


visited him on the last day of his life has been 
partly preserved in writing. Alexey Fyodoro- 
vitch Karamazov wrote it down from memory, 
some time after his elder’s death. But whether 
this was only the conversation that took place 
then, or whether he added to it his notes of 
parts of former conversations with his teacher, 
I cannot determine. In his account, Father 
Zossima's talk goes on without interruption, 
as though he told his life to his friends in the 
form of a story, though there is no doubt, from 
other accounts of it, that the conversation that 
evening was general. Though the guests did 
not interrupt Father Zossima much, yet they 
too talked, perhaps even told something them- 
selves. Besides, Father Zossima could not have 
carried on an uninterrupted narrative, for he 
w»as sometimes gasping for breath, his voice 
failed him, and he even lay down to rest on his 
bed, though he did not fall asleep and his 
visitors did not leave their seats. Once or twice 
the conversation was interrupted by Father 
Paissy’s reading the Gospel. It is worthy of note, 
too, that no one of them siippr)sed that he 
would die that night, for on that evening of 
his lifeafter his deepsleep in theday he seemed 
suddenly to have found new strength, which 
kept him up through this long (onversaiion. 
It was like a Last effort of love which gave him 
marvellous energy; only for a little time, how- 
ever, for his life was cut short immediately. 
. . . But of that later. I will only add now that 
I have preferred to confine myself to the ac- 
count given by Alexey Fyodorovitch Karama- 
zov. It will be shorter and not so fatiguing, 
though, of course, as I must repeat, Alyosha 
took a great deal from previous conversations 
and added them to it. 

Notes of the Life of the deceased Priest and 
Monk, the Elder Zossima, taken from his own 
words by Alexey Fyodorovitch Karamazov. 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

(a) Father Zossima's Brother 

Beloved fathers and teachers, I was born in 
a distant province in the north, in the town 
of V. My father was a gentleman by birth, but 
of no great consequence or position. He died 
when 1 was only two years old,: and I don’t 
remember him at all. He left ifiy mother a 
small house built of wood, and a fortune, not 
large, but sufficient to keep her and her chil- 
dren in comfort. There were two of us, my 
elder brother Markel and I. He was eight years 
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older than I was, of hasty, irritable tempera- 
ment, but kind-hearted and never ironical. He 
was remarkably silent, especially at home with 
me, his mother, and the servants. He did well 
at school, but did not get on with his school- 
fellows, though he never quarrelled, at least so 
my mother has told me. Six months before his 
death, when he was seventeen, he made friends 
with a political exile who had been banished 
from Moscow to our town for freethinking, 
and led a solitary existence there. He was a 
good scholar w^ho had gained distinction in 
yjhilosophy in the university. Something made 
him take a fancy to Markel, and he used to ask 
him to see him. The young man would spend 
whole evenings with him during that winter, 
till the exile was summoned to Petersburg to 
take up his post again at his own request, as he 
had powerful friends. 

It was the beginning of I.ent. and Markel 
would not fast, he was rude and laughed at it. 
“That's all silly twaddle, and there is no God," 
he said, horrifying my mother, the servants, 
and me too. For though I was only nine, 1 too 
was aghast at hearing «nrh words. We had four 
servants, all serfs. I remember my mother sell- 
ing one ol the four, the took Afiinya, who was 
lame and elderly, for sixty paper roubles, and 
hiring a free servant to take her place. 

In the sixth week in Lent, my brother, who 
was never strong and had a tendency to con- 
sumption, was taken ill. He was tall but thin 
and delicate-looking, am» of very pleasing 
(f)unlcnaTuc. I suppose he ( aught cold, anyway 
the doctor, who came, soon whispered to my 
mother that it was galloping consumption, that 
he would not live through the spring. My 
mother began weeping, and, careful not to 
alarm my brother, she entreated him to go to 
church, to confess and take the sacrament, as 
he was still able to move about. This made 
him angry, and he said something profane 
about the church. He grew thoughtful, how- 
ever: he guessed at once that he was seriously 
ill, and that that was why his mother was beg- 
ging him to confess and take the sacrament. 
He had been aware, indeed, for a long time 
past, that he was far from well, and had a year 
before coolly observed at dinner to our mother 
and me, “My life won’t be long among you, I 
may not live another year," which seemed now 
like a prophecy. 

Three days passed and Holy Week had 
come. And on 'I uesday morning my brother 
began going to church. “1 am doing this simply 
for your sake, mother, to please and comfort 


you," he said. My mother wept with joy and 
grief. “His end must be near," she thought, “if 
there's such a change in him." But he was not 
able to go to church long, he took to his bed, so he 
had to confess and take the sacrament at home. 

It was a late Easter, and the days were bright, 
fine, and full of fragrance. I remember he used 
to cough all night and sleep badly, but in the 
morning he dressed and tried to sit up in an 
arm-chair. That's how I remember him sitting, 
sweet and gentle, smiling, his face bright and 
joyous, in spite of his illness. A marvellous 
change passed over him, his spirit seemed 
transformed. The old nurse w^ould come in 
and say, “Let me light the lamp before the 
holy image, my dear." And once he would not 
have allowed it and would have blown it out. 

“Light it, light it, dear, I was a wretch to 
have prevented you doing it. You are praying 
when you light the lamp, and 1 am praying 
when I rejoice seeing you. So we are praying to 
the same God." ? 

'Fhose words seemed strange to us, and 
mother would go to her room and weep, but 
when she went in to him she wiped her eyes 
and looked cheerful. “Mother, don’t weep, dar- 
ling," he would say, ‘Tve long to live yet, long 
to rejoice with you, and life is glad and joy- 
ful." 

“Ah, dear boy, how can you talk of joy when 
you lie feverish at night, coughing as though 
you w'ould tear yourself to pieces." 

“Don’t cry. mother," he would answer, “life 
is paradise, and wc are all in paradise, but we 
won’t see it; if w^e w'ould, wc should have heav- 
en on earth the next day." 

Everyone wondered at his words, he spoke 
so strangely and positively; wc were all touched 
and wept. Friends came to see us. “Dear ones," 
he would say to them, “what have I done that 
you should love me so, how can you love any- 
one like me, and how was it 1 did not know, I 
did not appreciate it before?" 

When the servants came in to him he would 
say continually, “Dear, kind people, why are 
you doing so much for me. do I deserve to be 
waited on? If it w'ere God’s w'ill for me to live, 
I would wait on you, for all men should wait 
on one another." 

Mother shook her head as she listened. “My 
darling, it's your illness makes you talk like 
that." 

“Mother darling," he would say. “there must 
be servants and masters, but if so I will be the 
servant of my servants, the same as they are to 
me. And another thing, mother, every one of 
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us has sinned against all men, and 1 more than 
any.” 

Mother positively smiled at that, smiled 
through her tears. “Why, how could you have 
sinned against all men, more than all? Rob- 
bers and murderers have done that, but what 
sin have you committed yet, that you hold 
yourself more guilty than all?” 

“Mother, little heart of mine,” he said (he 
had begun using such strange caressing words 
at that time), “little heart of mine, my joy. be- 
lieve me, everyone is really responsible to all 
men for all men and for everything. 1 don’t 
know how to explain it to you, but I feel it is 
so, painfully even. And how is it we went on 
then living, getting angry and not knowing?” 

So he would get up every day, more and 
more sweet and joyous and full of love. When 
the doctor, an old German called Eisenschmidt, 
came: 

“Well, doctor, have I another day in this 
world?” he would ask, joking. 

“You’ll live many days yet,” the doctor 
would answer, “and months and years too.” 

“Months and years!” he would exclaim. 
“Why reckon the days? One day is enough for 
a man to know all happiness. My dear ones, 
why do we quarrel, try to outshine each other 
and keep grudges against each other? Let’s go 
straight into the garden, walk and play there, 
love, appreciate, and kiss each other, and 
glorify life.” 

“Your son cannot last long,” the doctor told 
my mother, as she accompanied him to the 
door. “The disease is affecting his brain.” ' 

The windows of his room, looked out into 
the garden, and our garden was a shady one, 
with old trees in it wliich were (oining into 
bud. The first birds of spring were flitting in 
the branches, chirruping and singing at the 
windows. And Icjoking at them and admiring 
them, he began suddenly begging their for- 
giveness too: “Birds of heaven, happy birds, 
forgive me, for I have sinned against you too.” 
None of us could understand that at the time, 
but he shed tears of joy. “Yes,” he said, “there 
w’as such a glory of God all about me: birds, 
trees, meadow's, sky; only I lived in shame and 
dishonoured it all and did not notice the 
beauty and glory.” 

“You take too many sins on yourself,” moth- 
er used to say, weeping. 

“Mother, darling, it’s for joy, not for grief 1 
am crying. Though I can’t explain it to you, I 
like to humble myself before them, for I don’t 
know how to love them enough. If 1 have 


sinned against everyone, yet all forgive me, 
too, and that’s heaven. Am I not in heaven 
now?” 

And there was a great deal more 1 don’t re- 
member. I remember I went once into his 
room when there was no one else there. It was 
a bright evening, the sun was setting, and the 
w'hole room was lighted up. He beckoned me, 
and I went up to him. He put his hands on my 
shoulders and looked into my face tenderly, 
lovingly: he said nothing for a minute, only 
looked at me like that. 

“Well,” he said, “run and play now, enjoy 
life for me too.” 

I w'ent out then and ran to play. And many 
times in my life afterwards I remembered even 
with tears how he told me to enjoy life for 
him too. There were many other marvellous 
and beautiful sayings of his, though we did 
not understand them at the time. He died the 
third week after Easter. He was fully conscious 
though he could not talk; up to his last hour 
he did not change. He looked happy, his eyes 
beamed and sought us, he smiled at us, beck- 
oned us. 'I here w as a great deal of talk even in 
the town about his death. I was impressed by 
all this at the time, but not too much so, though 
I cried a good deal at his funeral. I was young 
then, a child, but a lasting impression, a hid- 
den feeling of it all, remained in my heart, 
ready to rise up and respond w'hen the time 
came. So indeed it happened. 

(fo) Of the Holy Scriptures in the Life of 
Father Zossitna 

I was left alone w ith my mother. Her friends 
began advising her to send me to Peiersl)urg 
as other parents did. “You have only one son 
now%” they said, “and have a fair income, and 
you wall be dcf)riving him perhaps of a bril- 
liant career if you keep him here.” l"hey sug- 
gested I should be sent to Petersburg to the 
Cadet Corps, that I might afterwards enter the 
Imperial Chjard. My mother hesitated h)r a 
long time, it was awTul to part with her only 
child, but she made up her mind to it at last, 
though not w'ithout many tears, believing she 
was acting for my hap|)iness. She brought me 
to Petersburg and put me into the Cadet 
Corps, and 1 never saw her again. For she too 
diecl three years afterwards. She spent those 
three years mourning and grieving for both of 
us. 

From the house of my childhood I have 
brought nothing but precious memories, for 
there are no memories more precious than 
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those of early childhood in one’s first home. 
And that is almost always so if there is any love 
and harmony in the family at all. Indeed, 
precious memories may remain even of a bad 
home, if only the heart knows how to find 
what is piecious. With my memories of home I 
count, too, my memories of the Bible, which, 
c hild as 1 was, I w'as very eager to read at home. 
1 had a book of Scripture history then with ex- 
cellent pictures, called A Hundred and Four 
Stories from the Old and New Testament, and 
1 learned to read from it. 1 have it lying on my 
shelf now; 1 keep it as a precious relic of the 
past. But even before I learned to read, I re- 
member first being moved to devotional feel- 
ing at eight years old. My mother took me 
alone to mass (I don’t remember where my 
brother was at the time) on the Monday before 
Faster. It was a fine day. and I remember to- 
day. as though I saw it now, how the incense 
rose from the censer and softly floated upwards 
and, overhead in the cupola, mingled in ris- 
ing waves with the sunlight that streamed in 
at the little window. I w'as stirred by the sight, 
and for the first tim<“ in my life 1 consciously 
received the seed of Goci's word in my heart. A 
youth came out into the middle ol the church 
carrying a big book, so large that at the time 
I fancic'd he could scarcely carry it. He laid it 
on the reading desk, opened it, and began 
leading, and suddenly fc^r the fust time I un- 
derstood something read in the church ol God. 
In the land of Uz. there li /eel a man, righteous 
and God-fearing, and he had great wealth, so 
many camels, so many sheep and asses, and his 
c hildren feasted, and he loved them very much 
and prayed for them. “It may be that my sons 
have sinned in their feasting.” Now the devil 
came before the Lord together with the sons 
of God, and said to the Lord that he had gone 
up and clown the earth and under the earth. 
“And hast thou considered my servant Job?” 
Ciocl asked of him. And God boasted to the 
devil, pointing to Ilis great and holy servant. 
And the devil laughed at God’s words, “(iive 
him over to me and Thou wilt see that 'Lhy 
servant will murmur against Thee and curse 
Thy name.” And God gave up the just man 
He loved so, to the devil. And the devil smote 
his children and his cattle and scattered his 
wealth, all of a sudden like a thunderbolt from 
heaven. And Job rent his mantle and fell 
down upon the ground and cried aloud, 
“Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and 
naked shall 1 return into the earth; the Lord 
gave and the Lord has taken away. Blessed be 


the name of the Lord for ever and ever.” 

Fathers and teachers, forgive my tears now, 
for all my childhood rises up again before me, 
and I breathe now as I breathed then, wdth the 
breast of a little child of eight, and I feel as I 
did then, aw'e and wonder and gladness. I'he 
camels at that time caught my imagination, 
and Satan, w’ho talked like that with God, and 
God who gave His servant up to destruction, 
and His servant crying out: “Blessed be Thy 
name although Thou dost punish me,” and 
then the soft and sweet singing in the church: 
“I.et my prayer rise up before Thee,” and a- 
gain incense from the priest’s censer and the 
kneeling and the prayer. Ever since then— only 
yesterday 1 took it up— I’ve never been able 
to read that sacred tale without tears. And 
how much that is great, mysterious and un- 
fathomable there is in it! Afterwards I heard 
the woids of mockery and blame, proud w'ords, 
“How could God give up the most loved of His 
saints for the diversion of the devil, take from 
him his children, smile him with sore boils so 
that he cleansed the corruption from his sores 
with a potsherd— and for no object except to 
boast to the devil! ‘See what My saint can suf- 
fer for My sake.’ ” But the greatness of it lies 
just in the fact that it is a mystery— that the 
passing earthly show and the eternal verity are 
brought together in it. In the face of the earth- 
ly truih, the eternal truth is accomplished. 
The Creator, just as on the first days of crea- 
tion He cndecl each day with praise: “That is 
good that I have createcl,” looks upon Job and 
again praises His creation. And Job, praising 
the Lord, serves not only Him but all His crea- 
tion for generations and generations, and for 
ever and ever, since lor that he was ordained. 
Good heavens, what a boc^k it is, and what les- 
sons there are in it! What a book the Bible is, 
what a miracle, what strength is given with it 
to man! It is like a mould cast of the world and 
man and human nature, everything is there, 
and a law for everything for all the ages. And 
what mysteries are solved and revealed! God 
raises Job again, gives him wealth again. Many 
years pass by, and he has other children and 
loves them. But how could he love those new 
ones- when those first chddren are no more, 
when he has lost them? Remembering them, 
how could he be fully happy with those new 
ones, however dear the new ones might be? 
But he could, he could. It’s the great mystery 
of human life that old grief passes graclually 
into quiet, tender joy. The mild serenity of 
age takes the place of the ric)tous blood of 
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youth. I bless the rising sun each day, and, as 
before, my heart sings to meet it, but now I 
love even more its setting, its long slanting rays 
and the soft, tender, gentle memories that 
come with them, the dear images from the 
whole of my long, happy life— and over all the 
Divine Truth, softening, reconciling, forgiv- 
ing! My life is ending, I know that well, but 
every day that is left me I feel how iiiy earthly 
life is in touch with a new iiifinite, unknown, 
but approaching life, the nearness of which 
sets my soul quivering with rapture, my mind 
glowing and my heart weeping with joy. 

Friends and teachers, I have heard more 
than once, and of late one may hear it more 
often, that the priests, and above all the vil- 
lage priests, arc complaining on all sides of 
their miserable income and their humiliating 
lot. They plainly state, even in print— Fve 
read it myself— that they are unable to teach 
the Scriptures to the people because of the 
smallness of their means, and if Lutherans and 
heretics come and lead the flock astray, they 
let them lead them astiay because they ha\e 
so little to live upon. May the Lord increase 
the sustenance that is so precious to them, for 
their complaint is just, too. But of a truth I 
say, if anyone is to blame in the matter, half 
the fault is ours. For he may be sliort of time, 
he may say truly that he is overwhelmed all 
the while with work and services, but still it’s 
not all the time, even he has an hour a week to. 
remember God, And he does not work the 
whole year round. Let him gather round him 
once a week, some hour in the evening, if only 
the children at first— the fathers will bear of it 
and they too will begin to come. There’s no 
need to build halls for this, let him take them 
into his own cottage. 'Fhcy won’t spoil his cot- 
tage, they would only be there one hour. Let 
him open that book and begin reading it with- 
out grand words or superciliousness, without 
condescension to them, but gently and kindly, 
being glad that he is reading to them and that 
they are listening with attention, loving the 
words himself, only stopping from time to time 
to explain words that arc not understood by 
the peasants. Don’t be anxious, they will un- 
derstand everything, the cirthodox heait will 
understand all! Let him read them about Abra- 
ham and Sarah, about Isaac and Rebecca, of 
how Jacob went to Laban and wrestled with 
the Lord in his dream and said, “This place is 
holy’*— and he will impress the devout mind 
of the peasant. Let him read, especially to the 
children, how the brothers sold Joseph, the 


tender boy, the dreamer and prophet, into 
bondage, and told their father that a wild 
beast had devoured him, and showed him his 
blood-stained clothes. Let him read them how 
the brothers afterwards journeyed intc^ Egypt 
for corn, and Joseph, already a great ruler, 
unrecognised by them, tormentccl them, ac- 
cused them, kept his brother Benjamin, and 
all through love: *‘I love you, and loving you 
I torment you.’’ For he remembered all his life 
how they had sold him to the merchants in the 
burning desert by the well, and how, wringing 
his hands, he had wept and besought his broth- 
ers not to sell him as a slave in a strange land. 
And how, seeing them again after many years, 
he loved them beyond measure, but he har- 
assed and tormented them in love. He left 
them at last not able to bear the suffering of 
his heart, flung himself on his bed and wept. 
Then, wiping his tears aw'ay, he went out to 
them joyful and told them, “Brothers, I am 
your brother Joseph!’’ Let him read them fur- 
ther how happy old Jacob was on learning 
that bis darling boy was still alive, and how he 
went to Egypt leaving bis own country, and 
died in a foreign land, bequeathing his great 
prophecy that had lain mysteriously hidden in 
his meek and timid heart all bis lile, tliat from 
his oilspring, from Judah, will come the great 
hope of ilie world, the Messiah and Saviour. 

Fathers and teachers, forgive me and don’t 
be angry, that like a little child I’ve been bab- 
bling of what you know lonj»-ago, and can 
teach me a hundred times more skilfully. 1 
only speak from rapture, and forgive m\ tears, 
for 1 k^ve the Bible. Let him too weep, the 
priest of God, and be sure that the hearts of 
his listeners will throb in response. Only a lit- 
tle tiny seed is needed— drop it into the heart 
of the peasant and it won’t die, it will live in 
his soul all his life, it will be hidden in the 
midst of his darkness and sin, like a bright 
spot, like a great reminder. And there’s no 
need of much teaching or explanation, he will 
understand it all simply. Do you suppose that 
the peasants don’t understand? Try reading 
them the touching siory of the fair Esther and 
the haughty Vashti; or the miraculous story 
of Jonah in the whale. Don’t forget either the 
parables of Our Lord, choose especially from 
the Gospel of St. Luke (that is what I did), and 
tlien from the Acts of the Apostles the con- 
version of St. Paul (that you mustn’t leave 
out on any account), and from the Lives of 
the Saints, for instance, the life of Alexey, the 
man of God and, greatest of all, the happy 
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martyr and the seer of God, Mary of Egypt— 
and you will penetrate their hearts with these 
simple tales. Give one hour a week to it in 
spite of your poverty, only one little hour. 
And you will see for yourselves that our people 
is gracious and grateful, and will repay you a 
hundredfold. Mindful of the kindness of their 
priest and the moving words they have heard 
from him, they will of their own accord help 
him in his fields and in his house, and will 
treat him with more respect than before-so 
that it will even increase his worldly well-l)cing 
UK). The thing is so simple that sometimes one 
is even afraid to put it into words, for fear of 
being laughed at, and yet how true it is! One 
who does not believe in God will not believe 
in God’s people. He who believes in God's 
people will sec His Holiness too, even though 
he had not believed in it till (hen. Only the 
people and their future spiritual power will 
convert our atheists, who have torn them- 
selves away from their native soil. 

And w'hat is the use ol Christ’s words, unless 
we set an example? I'he people is lost without 
the Word of God, for its soul is athirst for the 
Word and for all that is good. 

In my youth, long ago. nearly lorty years 
ago, I tra\clled all over Russia with Father 
Anfim, collecting funds tor our monastery, and 
we stayed one night on the bank of a great 
navigable river with some fishermen. A good- 
looking peasant lad, about ciglitcen, joined us; 
he had to hurry back next morning to pull a 
nierihant’s barge along the bank. I noticed 
him looking straight before him withe learand 
tender eyes. It was a bright, warm, still. July 
night, a cool mist rose Irom the broad river, 
we could hear the plash of a fish, the birds 
were still, all was hushed and beautiful, every- 
thing praying to God. Only we two were not 
sleeping, the lad and I, and we talked of the 
beauty of this world of Ciod’s and of the great 
mystery of it. Every blade of grass, every insect, 
ant, and golden bee. all so marvellously know 
their patli, though they have not intelligence, 
they bear witness to the mystery of God and 
continually accomplish it themselves. I saw the 
dear lad’s heart was moved. He told me that he 
loved the forest and the forest birds. He was a 
bird-catcher, knew the note of each of them, 
could call each bird. “1 know nothing better 
than to be in the forest,” said he, ’’though all 
things are good.” 

"Truly,” I answered him, “all things are 
good and fair, because all is truth. Look,” said 
h "at the horse, that great beast that is so near 


to man; or the lowly, pensive ox. which feeds 
him and works for him; look at their faces, 
what meekness, what devotion to man, who 
often beats them mercilessly. What gentleness, 
what confidence and what beauty 1 It’s touch- 
ing to know that there’s no sin in them, for 
all, all except man, is sinless, and Christ has 
been with them before us.” 

"Why,” asked the boy, "is Christ with them 
too?” 

"It cannot but be so,” said I, "since the 
Word is for all. All creation and all creatures, 
every leaf is striving to the Word, singing glory 
to God, weeping to Christ, unconsciously ac- 
complishing this by the mystery of their sin- 
less life. Yonder,” said I, "in the forest wan- 
ders the dreadful bear, fierce and menacing, 
and yet innocent in it.” And I told him how 
once a bear came to a great saint avIio had 
taken lefiige in a tiny cell in the wood. And 
the great saint pitiecl him, went up to him 
without fear and gave him a piece of bread. 
"Go along,” said he, "Christ be with you,” and 
the savage beast walked away meekly and 
obediently, doing no harm. .\nd the lad was 
delighted that the bear had walked away with- 
out hurting the saint, and that C'Jirist was with 
him too. "Ah,” said he, "how good that is, how 
good and beautiful is all God’s work!” He sat 
musing softly and sweetly. I .saw he under- 
stood. .And he slept beside me a light and sin- 
less sleep. May God bless youth! And 1 prayed 
for him as I went to .sleep. Lord, send peace 
and light to Thy people! 

Chapter 2 . (c) Recollections of Father 
Zossima*5 Youth before he became a 
Monk, The Duel 

I spFNT a long lime, almost eight years, in the 
military cadet .school at Petersburg, and in the 
novelty of niy surroundings there, many of 
my childish impressions grew dimmer, though 
I forgot nothing. I picked up so many new 
habits and opinions that I was transformed 
into a cruel, absurd, almost sa>age creature. A 
surlacc polish of courtesy and society manners 
I did acquire together with the French lan- 
guage. 

lint we all, myself included, looked upon 
the .soldiers in our service as cattle. I was per- 
haps worse than the rest in that respect, for I 
was so much more impressionable than my 
companions. I>y the time we left the school as 
officers, we were ready to lay down our lives 
for the honour of the regim^it, but no one 
of us had any knowledge of the real meaning 
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of honour, and if anyone had known it. he 
would have been the first to ridicule it. Drunk- 
enness. debauchery and devilry were what we 
almost prided ourselves on. 1 don’t say that we 
were bad by nature, all these young men were 
good fellows, but they behaved badly, and 1 
worst of all. What made it worse for me was 
that I had come into my own money, and so I 
flung myself into a life of pleasure, and plunged 
headlong into all the recklessness of youth. 

I was fond of reading, yet strange to say, the 
Bible was the one book I never opened at that 
time, though I always carried it about with 
me, and I was never separated from it; in very 
truth I was keeping that book “for the day and 
the hour, for the month and the year,” though 
I knew it not. 

After four years of this life, I chanced to be 
in the town of K. w'here our regiment was sta- 
tioned at the time. We found the people of 
the town hospitable, rich, and fond of enter- 
tainments. I met with a cordial reception every- 
where. as I was of a lively temperament and 
was known to be well ofi, which always goes 
a long way in the world. And then a circum- 
stance happened which was the beginning of 
it all. 

1 formed an attachment to a beautiful and 
intelligent young girl of noble and lofty c har- 
acter, the daughter of people much respected. 
They were well-to-do people of influence and 
position. They always gave me a cordial and 
friendly reception. I fancied tliat the young 
lady looked on me with favour and my heart 
was aflame at such an idea. Later on 1 saw and^ 
fully realised that I perhaps was not so pas- 
sionately in love with her at all, l)ut only rec- 
ognised the elevation of her mind and char- 
acter, which I could not indeed have helped 
doing. I was prevented, however, from making 
her an offer at the time by my selfishness; 1 
was loath to part with the allurements of my 
free and licentious bachelor life in the heyday 
of my youth, and with my pockets full of 
money. I did drop some hint as to my feelings 
however, though I put off taking any decisive 
step for a time. Then, all of a sudden, we were 
ordered off for two months to another district. 

On my return two months later, I lound the 
young lady already married to a rich neigh- 
bouring landowner, a very amiable man, still 
young though older than I was, connected with 
the best Petersburg society, which I was not, 
and of excellent education, which 1 also was 
not. 1 was so overwhelmed at this unexpected 
circumstance that my mind was positively 


clouded. The worst of it all was that, as I 
learned then, the young landowner had been 
a long while betrothed to her, and 1 had met 
him indeed many times in her house, but 
blinded by my conceit I had noticed nothing. 
And this particularly mortified me; ahimst 
everybody had known all about it. while I 
knew nothing. I was filled with sudden irre- 
pressible fury. With Hushed face 1 began re- 
calling how often I had been on the point of 
declaring my love to her. and as she had not 
attempted to stop me or to warn me. she must, 

I concluded, have been laughing at me all the 
time. Later on, of course, I reflected and re- 
membered that she had been very tar from 
laughing at me; on the contrary, she used to 
turn off any love-making on my part with a jest 
and begin talking of other subjects; but at that 
moment I was incapable of reflecting and was 
all eagerness for revenge. I am surprised to re- 
member that my wrath and revengeful feelings 
w'cre extremely repugnant to my own nature, 
for being of an easy temper, I found it difficult 
to be angry with anyone for long, and so I had 
to work myself up artificially and became at 
last revolting and absurd. 

1 waited for an opportunity and succeeded 
in insulting my “rival" in the presence of a 
large company. I insulted him on a perlectly 
extraneous pretc^xt. jeering athisopinion upon 
an important public event— it was in the year 
1826'— and my jeer was, so people said, clever 
and effective. Then 1 forcccl hinrwo ask for an 
explanation, and behaved so rudely that he 
accepted my challenge in spite of the vast in- 
equality between us, as 1 was younger, a ])cr- 
son of no consequence, and of inferior rank. I 
learned afterwards tor a fact that it was from 
a jealous feeling on his side also that my chal- 
lenge was accepted: he had been ratlier jealous 
of me on his wife’s account before their mar- 
riage; he fancied now that if he submitted to 
be insultcxl by me and relused to accept my 
(hallengc, and if slic heard of it, she might be- 
gin to despise him and waver in her love for 
him. I soon found a second in a comrade, an 
ensign of our regiment. In those days though 
duels were severely punished, yet duelling w'as 
a kind of fashion among the officers— so strong 
and deeply rooted will a brutal prejudice some- 
times be. 

It was the end of June, and our ttiecting was 

^ Proliably the public event was the Dccabrist 
plot against the tsar, of December 1825, in which 
the must distinguished men in Russia were con- 
cerned.— T r. 
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to take place at seven o'clock the next day on 
the outskirts of the town— and tlien something 
happened that in very truth was the turning- 
point of my life. In the evening, returning 
home in a savage and brutal humour, I Hew 
into a rage with my orderly Afanasy, and gave 
him two blows in the face with all my might, 
so that it was covered with blood. He had not 
long been in my service and 1 had struck him 
before, but never with such ferocious cruelty. 
And, believe me, though it’s forty years ago, I 
retail it now with shame and pain. 1 went to 
bed and slept for about three hours; when I 
waked up the day was breaking. I got up— I 
did not want to sleep any more-I went to the 
window— opened it, it looked out upon the 
garden; I saw the sun rising; it was warm and 
beautiful, the birds were singing. 

“What’s the meaning of it?” I thought. “I 
feel in my heart as it w'ere something vile and 
shameful. Is it because I am going to shed 
blood? No.” I thought, “I lecl it’s not that. 
C^an it be that I am afraid of death, afraid of 
being killed? No, that’s not it, that’s not it at 
all.’’ . . . And all at "'nre I knew what it was: 
it was because I had beaten Afanasy the eve- 
ning before! It all rose before my mind, it all 
was, as it were, repeated over again; he stood 
before me and I was beating him straight on 
the face and he was holding his arms stiffly 
down, his head erect, his eyes fixed upon me 
as though on jiarade. He staggered at every 
blow and did not even d.ire to raise his hands 
10 protect himself. That is what a man has 
been brought to, and that was a man beating 
a fellow creature! What a crime! It was as 
though a shaip dagger had pierced me right 
through. I stood as if I were struck dumb, 
while the sun was shining, the leaves were re- 
joicing and the birds were trilling the jrraise 
of God. ... I hid my lace in my hands, fell on 
my bed and broke into a storm of tears. And 
then I remembered by brother Markel and 
what he said on his death-bed to his servants: 
“My dear ones, why do you w^ait on me, why do 
you love me, am I worth your waiting on me?” 

“Yes, am 1 worth it?” Haslied through my 
mind. “After all what am I worth, that an- 
other man, a fellow creature, made in the like- 
ness and image of God, should serve me?” For 
the first time in my life this question forced 
itself upon me. He had said. “Mother, my lit- 
tle heart, in truth we are each responsible to 
all for all, it’s only that men don’t know this. 
If they knew it, the world would be a para- 
dise at once.’’ 


“God, can that too be falser’’ I thought as I 
wept. “In truth, perhaps, I am more than all 
others responsible for all, a greater sinner than 
all men in the world.’’ And all at once the 
w'holc truth in its full light appeared to me; 
what was I going to do? I was going to kill a 
good, clever, noble man, who had done me 
no wrong, and by depriving his wife of hap- 
piness for the rest of her life, I should be tor- 
turing and killing her too. I lay thus in my 
bed with my face in the pillow, heedless 
how the time was passing. Suddenly my sec- 
ond, the ensign, came in with the pistols to 
fetch me. 

“Ah.” said he, “it’s a good thing you arc up 
already, it’s time w’e w^erc off, come along!” 

I did not know w'hat to do and hurried to 
and fro undecided; we went out to the car- 
riage, In)\vever. 

“Wait here a minute,” I said to him. “I’ll be 
back directly, I have forgotten my purse.” 

And I ran ba^ alone, to Afanasy’s little 
room. 

“Afanasy,” I said, “I gave you Jwo blows on 
the lace yesterday, forgive me,” I .said. 

He started as though he were frightened, 
and looked at me; and 1 saw that it was not 
enough, and on the spot, in my full oflicer’s 
uniform, 1 dropped at his feet and bowed my 
head to the ground. 

“Forgive me,” I said. 

Then he was completely aghast. 

“Your honour . . . sir, what are you doing? 
Am 1 worth it?” 

And he burst out crying as 1 had done be- 
fore, hid his face in his hands, turned to the 
w’indow and shook all over wdth Iiis sobs. I flew' 
out to my comrade and jumped into the car- 
riage. 

“Ready,” I c ried. “Have you ever seen a con- 
queror?” I asked him. “Here is one before 
you.” 

I was in ecstasy, laughing and talking all the 
WMV. I don’t remember what about. 

He looked at me. “Well, brother, you are a 
])lucky fellow', you’ll keep up the honour of 
the uniform. I can see.” 

So w’c reached the place and found them 
tlicr.' waiting us. We weic placed twelve paces 
apart; he had the first shot. I stood gaily, hook- 
ing him full in the face; I did not twitch an 
eyelash, I looked lovingly at him, for 1 knew 
w hat I would do. His shot just grazed my cheek 
and ear. 

“Thank God,” I cried, “no man has been 
killed,” and 1 seized my pistol, turned back 
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and flung it far away into the wood. **That*s 
the place for you,*’ I cried. 

I turned to my adversary. 

“Forgive me, young fool that I am, sir,” I 
said, “for my unprovoked insult to you and 
for forcing you to fire at me. I am ten times 
worse than you and more, maybe. Tell that to 
the person whom you hold dearest in the 
world.” 

I had no sooner said this than they all three 
shouted at me. 

“Upon my word,” cried my adversary, an- 
noyed, “if you did not want to fight, why did 
not you let me alone?” 

“Yesterday I was a fool, to-day I know bet- 
ter.” I answered him gaily. 

“As to yesterday, I believe you, but as for to- 
day, it is difficult to agree with youi opinion,” 
said he. 

“Bravo,” I cried, clapping my hands. “I 
agree with you there too, I have deserved it I** 

“Will you shoot, sir, or not?** 

‘*No, I won*t,** 1 said; “if you like, fire at me 
again, but it would be better for you not to 
fire.” 

The seconds, especially mine, were shout- 
ing too: “Can you disgrace the regiment like 
this, facing your antagonist and begging his 
forgiveness! If I’d only known this!” 

I stood facing them all, not laughing now. 

“Gentlemen,” I said, “is it really so wonder- 
ful in these days to find a man who can repent 
of his stupidity and publicly confess his wrong- 
doing?” 

“But not in a duel,” cried my second again. 

“That’s w'hat’s so strange,” I said. “For I 
ought to have owned my fault as soon as I got 
here, before he had fired a shot, before leading 
him into a great and deadly sin; but we have 
made our life so grotesque, that to act in that 
way would have been almost impossible, for 
only after I had faced his shot at the distance 
of twelve paces could my words have any sig- 
nificance for him, and if I had spoken before, 
he would have said, 'He is a coward, the sight 
of the pistols has frightened him, no use to 
listen to him.’ Gentlemen,” 1 cried suddenly, 
speaking straight from my heart, '*look around 
you at the gifts of God, the dear sky, the pure 
air, the tender grass, the birds; nature is beau- 
tiful and sinless, and we, only we, are sinful 
and foolish, and we don’t understand that life 
is heaven, for we have only to understand that 
and it will at once be fulfilled in all its beauty, 
we shall embrace each other and weep.” 

I would have said more but I could not; my 


voice broke with the sweetness and youthful 
gladness of it, and there was such bliss in my 
heart as I had never known before in my life. 

“All this is rational and edifying,** said my 
antagonist, “and in any case you are an origi- 
nal person.” 

“You may laugh,” I said to him, laughing 
too, “hut afterwards you will approve of me.** 

“Oh, I am ready to approve of you now,” 
said he: “will you shake hands? for I believe 
you are genuinely sincere.” 

“No,” I said, “not now, later on when I have 
grown w^orthier and deserve your esteem, then 
shake hands and you will do w^cll.” 

We went home, my second upbraiding me 
all the w'ay, while 1 kissed him. All my com- 
rades heard of the affair at once and gathered 
together to pass judgment on me the same day. 

‘*He has disgraced the uniform," they said; 
“let him resign his commission.” 

Some stood up for me: “He faced the shot,” 
they said. 

“Yes, but he was afraid of his other shot and 
begged for forgiveness.” 

“If he had been afraid of being shot, he 
would have shot his own pistoi first before ask- 
ing forgiveness, while he flung it loaded into 
the forest. No, there's something else in this, 
something original.” 

I enjoyed listening and looking at them. 
“My dear friends and (omrades,” said 1, “don't 
worry about my resigning my commission, for 
I have done so already. I havr sent in my 
papers this morning and as soon as I get my 
discharge I shall go into a monastery— it's with 
that object I am leaving the regiment.” 

When I had said this every one of them 
burst out laughing. 

*‘You should have told us of that first, that 
explains everything, we can't judge a monk.” 

They laughed and could not stop them- 
selves, and not scornfully, but kindly and mer- 
rily. They all felt friendly to me at once, even 
those who had been sternest in their censure, 
and all the follow'ing month, before my dis- 
charge came, they could not make enough of 
me. “Ah, you monk,” they would say. And 
everyone said something kind to me, they be- 
gan trying to dissuade me, even to pity me: 
“What are you doing to yourself?” 

“No,” they would say, “he is a byavc fellow, 
he faced fire and could have fired his emn pis- 
tol too, but he had a dream the night before 
that he should become a monk, tluit's why he 
did it.” 

It was the same thing with the society of the 
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town. Till then I had been kindly received, 
but had not been the object of special atten- 
tion, and now all came to know me at once 
and invited me; they laughed at me, but they 
loved me. I may mention that although every- 
body talked openly of our duel, the authori- 
ties took no notice of it, because my antagonist 
was a near relation of our general, and as there 
had been no bloodshed and no serious conse- 
quences, and as 1 resigned my commission, they 
took it as a joke. And I began then to speak 
aloud and fearlessly, regardless of their laugh- 
ter, for it was always kindly and not spiteful 
laughter. These conversations mostly took 
place in the evenings, in the company of la- 
dies; women particularly liked listening to me 
then and they made the men listen. 

“But how can I possibly be responsible for 
all?“ everyone would laugh in my face. “Can 
I, for instance, be responsible for you?” 

“You may well not know it,” I would an- 
swer, “since the whole world has long been 
going on a different line, since we consider the 
veriest lies as truth and demand the same lies 
from others. Here 1 have for once in my life 
acted sincerely and, veil, you all look upon 
me as a madman. Though you are friendly to 
me, yet, you sec, you all laugh at me.” 

“But how can we help being friendly to 
you?” said my hostess, laughing. The room was 
full of people. All of a sudden tlie young lady 
rose, on whose account the duel had been 
fought and whom only lately I had intended 
to be my future wife. I had not noticed her 
coming iiiU) the room. She got up, came to me 
and held out her hand. 

“Let me tell )ou,” she .said, “that I am the 
first not to laugh at you, but on the contrary I 
thank you with tears and express my respect 
for you for your action then.” 

Her husband, too, came up and then they 
all approached, me and almost kissed me. My 
heart was filled with joy. but my attention was 
especially caught by a middle-aged man w'ho 
came up to me with the others. I knew him by 
name already, but had never made his ac- 
quaintance nor exchanged a w'ord with him 
till that evening. 

(d) The Mysterious Visitor 

He had long been an official in the town; he 
was in a prominent position, respected by all, 
rich and had a reputation for benevolence. He 
subscribed considerable sums to the alms- 
house and the orphan asylum; he was very 
charitable, too, in secret, a fact which only be- 


came known after his death. He was a man ot 
about fifty, almost stern in appearance and 
not much given to conversation. He had been 
married about ten years and his wife, who vras 
still young, had bonie him three children. 
Well, I was sitting alone in my room the follow- 
ing evening, when my door suddenly opened 
and this gentleman walked in. 

I must mention, by the way, that I was no 
longer living in my former c]uarters. As soon 
as I resigned my commission, 1 took rooms 
with an old lady, the widow of a government 
clerk. My landlady's servant waited upon me, 
for I had moved into her rooms simply because 
on my return from the duel I had sent Afanasy 
back to the regiment, as I felt ashamed to look 
him in the face after my last interview with 
him. So prone is the man of the world to be 
ashamed of any righteous action. 

“1 have,” said my visitor, “with great inter- 
est listened to you speaking in different houses 
the last few days and I wanted at last to make 
your personal accfuaintance, so as to talk to 
you more intimately. Can you, dear sir, grant 
me this iavour?” 

“I can, with the greatest pleasure, and I 
shall look upon it as an honour.” I said this, 
though I felt almost dismayed, so greatly was I 
impressed from the first moment by the ap- 
pearance of this man. For though other peo- 
ple had listened to me w'ith interest and at- 
tention, no one had come to me before w’ith 
such a serious, stern, and concentrated expres- 
sion. And now he had come to sec me in my 
own rooms. He .sat dowm. 

“You are, I see, a man of great .strength of 
character,” he said; “as you have dared to serve 
the truth, even when by doing so you risked 
incurring the contempt of all.” 

“Your praise is, perhaps, excessive,” I re- 
plied. 

“No, it's ncjt excessive,” he answered; “be- 
lieve me, such a course of action is far more 
difficult than you think. It is that which has 
impressed me, and it is only on that account 
that I have come to you,” he continued. “Tell 
me, please, that is if you arc not annoyed by 
my perhaps unseemly curiosity, wdiat were 
your exact sensations, if you can recall them, 
at the moment when you made up your mind 
to ask forgiveness at the duel. Do not think 
my question fris olous; on the contrary, I have 
in asking the question a secret motive of my 
own, wdiich I will perhaps explain to you later 
on, if it is God's will that we ^lould become 
more intimately acquainted.” ' 
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All the while he was speaking, 1 was look- 
ing at him straight into the face and I felt all 
at once a complete trust in him and great curi- 
osity on my side also, for 1 felt that there was 
some strange secret in his soul. 

“You ask what were my exact sensations at 
the moment when I asked my opponent’s for- 
giveness,” I answered; “but I had belter tell 
you from the beginning what I have not yet 
told anyone else.” And I described all that 
had passed between Afanasy and me, and how 
1 had bowed dowm to the ground at his iect. 
“From that you can see for yourself,” I con- 
cluded, “that at the time of the duel it was 
easier for me, for I had made a beginning al- 
ready at home, and when once I had started 
on that road, to go farther along it was far 
from being difhcult, but became a source of 
joy and happiness.” 

I liked the way he looked at me as he lis- 
tened. “All that,” he said, “is exceedingly in- 
teresting. 1 will come to see you again and 
again.” 

And from that time forth he came to see me 
nearly every evening. And we should have be- 
come greater friends, if only he had ever talked 
of himself. But about himsell he scarcely ever 
said a word, yet continually asked me about 
myself. In spite of that 1 became very loud of 
him and spoke with perfect Iraukncss to him 
about all iny feelings; “for.” thcmghi I. “wiiat 
need have I to know his secrets, since I can see 
without that that he is a good man? Moreover, 
though he is such a serious man and my senior, 
he comes to sec a youngster like me and treaty 
me as his ec]ual.” And I learned a great deal 
that was profitable from him, far he was a man 
of lofty mind. 

“That life is heaven,” he said to me sud- 
denly, “that I have long been thinking about”; 
and all at once he added, “I think of nothing 
else indeed.” He looked at me and smiled. “I 
am more convinced oi it than you are, I will 
tell you later why.” 

I listened to him and thought that he evi- 
dently wanted to tell me something. 

“Heaven,” he went on, “lies hidden within 
all of us— here it lies hidden in me now, and if 
1 will it, it will be revealed to me to-moirow 
and for all time.” 

I looked at him; he was speaking with great 
emotion and gazing mysteriously at me, as if 
he were questioning me. 

“And that we are all responsible to all for 
all, apart from our own sins, you were quite 
right in thinking that, and it is wonderful how 


you could comprehend it in all its significance 
at once. And in very truth, so soon as men 
understand that, the Kingdom cjf Heaven will 
be for them not a dream, but a living reality.” 

“And when,” I cried out to him bitterly, 
“when will that come to pass? and will it ever 
come to pass? Is not it simply a dream of 
ouis?” 

“What then, you don’t believe it,” he said. 
“You preach it and don't believe it yourself. 
Believe me, this dream, as you call it, will come 
to pass without doubt; it will come, but not 
now, for every process has its law. It’s a spirit- 
ual, psychological process. To transform the 
world, to recreate it afresh, men must turn 
into anothc?r path psychologically. Until you 
have become really, in actual fact, a brother 
to everyone, brotherhood will not come to pass. 
No sort of scientific teaching, no kind of com- 
mon interest, will ever teach men to share 
property and privileges with equal considera- 
tion for all. F.veryone will think his share too 
small and they w'ill be always envying, com- 
plaining and attacking one another. You ask 
when it will come to jiass; it will come to pass, 
but first we have to go through the period of 
isolation.” 

“What do you mean by isolaticm?” I asked 
him. 

“Why, the isolation that prevails every- 
where, above all in our age— it has not fully 
developed, it has not reached its limit yet. For 
everyone strives to keep his inlTividuality as 
apart as possible, wishes to secure the greatest 
possible fullness of life for himself; but mean- 
time all his efforts result not in attaining full- 
ness of life but self-destruction, for instead of 
self-realisation he ends by arriving at complete 
solitude. All mankind in our age have split up 
into units, they all keep apart, each in his own 
groove; each one holds aloof, hides himself 
and hides what he has, from the rest, and he 
ends by being repelled by others and repelling 
them. He heaps up riches by himself and 
thinks, ’How strong I am now and how secure,’ 
and in his madness he does not understand 
that the more he heaps up, the more he sinks 
into self-destructive impotence. For he isaccus- 
tomccl to rely upon himself alone and to cut 
himself off from the whole; he has trained him- 
self not to believe in the help of others, in men 
and in humanity, and only trembles for fear 
he should lose his money and the privileges 
that he has won for himself. Everywhere in 
these days men have, in their mockery, ceased 
to understand that the true security is to be 
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found in social solidarity rather than in iso- 
lated individual effort. But this terrible indi- 
vidualism must inevitably have an end, and 
all will suddenly understand how unnaturally 
they are separated from one another. It will 
be the spirit of the time, and people will mar- 
vel that they have sat so long in darkness with- 
out seeing the light. And then the sign of the 
Son of Man will be seen in the heavens. . . . 
But, until then, we must keep the banner fly- 
ing. Sometimes even if he has to do it alone, 
and his conduct seems to be crazy, a man must 
set an example, and so draw men’s souls out 
of their solitude, and spur them to some act 
of brotherly love, that the great idea may not 
die." 

Our evenings, one after another, were spent 
in such stirring and fervent talk. I gave up so- 
ciety and visited my neighbours much less fre- 
quently. Besides, my vogue was somewhatover. 
1 say this, not as blame, for they still loved me 
and treated me good-hurnouredly, but there's 
no denying that fashion is a great power in 
society. I began to regard my mysterious visitor 
with admiration, ’ vridcs enjoying his in- 
telligence, 1 began to perceive that he was 
brooding o\er some plan in his heart, and was 
preparing himself perhaps lor a great dec*d. 
Perliaps he liked my not showing curiosity 
about his secret, not sc^cking to discover it by 
direct c[ucstion nor by insinuation. But I no- 
tic ckI at last, that he seemed to show signs of 
wanting to tell me something. This had be- 
come ejuite evident, indeed, about a month 
alter he first began to visit me, 

"Do you know," he said to me once, "that 
people arc very incpiisitivc about us in the 
town and w'onder wdiy I come to see you so 
often. But let them wonder, for soon all will 
be explained.’* 

vSometimes an extraordinary agitation would 
come over him, and almost always on such oc- 
casions he would get up and go aw^ay. Some- 
times he would fix a long piercing look upon 
me, and 1 thought, "lie will say something di- 
rectly now." But he w'ould suddenly begin 
talking of something ordinary and familiar. 
He often complained of headache too. 

One day, quite unexpectedly indeed, after 
he had bc*en talking with great fervour a long 
time, 1 saw him suddenly turn pale, and his 
face worked convulsively, while he stared j^er- 
sisteiitly at me. 

"What’s the matter?’\I said; "do you feel 
fll?"— he had just been complaining of head- 
ache. 
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"I . . . do you know ... I murdered some- 
one.” 

He said this and smiled with a face as white 
as chalk. "Why is it he is smiling?" The thought 
flashed through iny mind before I realised any- 
thing else. 1 too turned pale. 

"What are you saying?" I cried. 

"V'ou see," he said, with a pale smile, "how 
much it has cost me to say the first word. Now 
I have said it, I feel I’ve taken the first step 
and shall go on." 

For a long while I could not believe him, 
and I did not believe him at that time, but 
only after he had been to see me three days 
running and told me all about it. I thought 
he was mad, l>ut ended by being convinced, to 
my great grief and amazement. His crime was 
a great and terrible one. 

Fourleen years before, he had murdered the 
widow of a landowner, a wealthy and hand- 
some young woman who had a house in our 
town. He fell pas.sif>nately in love with her. de- 
clared his feeling and tried to persuade her to 
marry him. But she had already given her 
heart to another man, an officer of noble birth 
and high rank in the service, who was at that 
time away at the front, though she was ex}K*ct- 
ing him soon to return. She refused his offer 
and begged him not to come and .see her. After 
he had ceased to visit her, he took advantage 
of his knowledge oi die house to enter at night 
through the garden by the roof, at great risk 
of discovery. But, as often happens, a crime 
committed with extraordinary audacity ismore 
successful than others. 

Filtering the garret through the skylight, he 
went down the ladder, knowing that the door 
at the bottom of it was sometimes, through the 
negligence of the servants, left unlocked. He 
hoped to find it .so, and so it was. He made his 
way in the dark to her bedroom, where a light 
was burning. As though on purpose, both her 
maids had gone off to a birthday party in the 
.same streM, without asking leave. The other 
servants slept in the servants* quarters or in 
the kitchen on the ground floor. His ])assion 
flamed up at the sight of her asleep, and then 
vindictive, jealous anger took possession of 
his heart, and like a drunken man. beside him- 
self, he thrust a knife into her heart, so that 
she did not even cry out. Then with devilish 
and criminal cunning he contrived tliat sus- 
picion should fall on the .servants. He was so 
ba.se as to take her purse, to open her chest 
with keys from under her pill^v, and to take 
some things from it, doing it all as it might 
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have been done by an ignorant servant, leav- 
ing valuable papers and taking only money. 
He took some of the larger gold things, but 
left smaller articles that were ten times as valu- 
able. He took with him, too, some things for 
himself as remembrances, but of that later. 
Having done this awful deed, he returned by 
the way he had come. 

Neither the next day, when the alarm was 
raised, nor at any lime after in his life, did 
anyone dream of suspecting that he was the 
criminal. No one indeed knew of his love for 
her, for he w’as always reserved and silent and 
had no friend to whom he would have opened 
his heart. He was looked upon simply as an 
acquaintance, and not a very intimate one, of 
the murdered woman, as for the pr«‘vious fort- 
night he had not even visited her. A serf of 
hers called Pyotr was at once suspected, and 
every circumstance confirmed the suspicion. 
The man knew— indeed his mistress did not 
conceal the fact— that having to send one of 
her serfs as a recruit she had decided to send 
him, as he had no relations and his conduct 
was unsatisfactory. People had heard him an- 
grily threatening to murder her when he was 
drunk in a tavern. Two da)s before her death, 
he had run away, staying no one knew where 
in the town. 'The day after the murder, he was 
found on the road leading out of the town, 
dead drunk, w'ith a knife in his jiocket, and hi.s 
right hand happened to be stained with blood. 
He declared that his nose had been bleeding, 
but no one believed him. 'J'hc maids confessed 
that they had gone to a party and that the street- 
door had been left open till, they returned. 
And a number of similar details came to light, 
throwing suspicion on the innocent servant. 

They arrestetl him, and he was tried for the 
murder: but a week after the arrest, the pris- 
oner fell sick of a fever and died unconscious 
in the hospital. 'I'here the matter ended and 
the judges and the authorities and everyone 
in the town remained convinced that thecrime 
had been committed by no one but the servant 
who had died in the hospital. And after that 
the punishment began. 

My mysterious visitor, now my friend, told 
me that at first he was not in the least troubled 
by pangs of conscience. He was miserable a 
long time, but not for that reason; only from 
regret that he had killed the w'oman he loved, 
that she was no more, that in killing her he 
had killed his love, while the fire of passion 
was still in his veins. Hut of the innocent blood 
he had shed, of the murder of a fellow crea- 


ture, he scarcely thought. The thought that his 
victim might have become the wife of another 
man was insupportable to him, and so, for a 
long time, he was convinced in his conscience 
that he could not have acted otherwise. 

At first he was worried at the arrest of the 
servant, but his illness and death soon set his 
mind at rest, for the man's death was appar- 
ently (so he reflected at the time) not owing 
to his arrest or his fright, but a chill he had 
taken on the day he ran away, when he had 
lain all night dead drunk on the damp ground. 
The theft of ihe money and other things 
troubled him little, for he argued that the theft 
had not been committed for gain but to avert 
suspicion. The sum stolen was small, and he 
shortly afterwards subscribed the whole of it, 
and much more, towards the funds for main- 
taining an almshouse in the town. He did this 
on purpose to set his conscience at rest about 
the theft, and it’s a remarkable fact that for a 
long time he really was at peace— he told me 
this himsell. He entered then upon a career of 
great activity in the service, volunteered for 
a difficult and labotious duty, which o(cu])jcHl 
him two years, and being a man of strong w'ill 
almost forgot the past. Whenever he recalled 
it, he fried not to think of it at all. He became 
active in pliilanthroj>y too, founded and helped 
to maintain many institutions in the town, 
did a good deal in the two capitals, and in 
both Moscow^ and Petersburg jvas elected a 
member ol pliilantbropic societies. 

At last, however, he began brooding over 
the past, and the strain ol it was too much lor 
him. Then he was attracted by a fine and intel- 
ligent girl and soon after married her, hcq)ing 
that marriage would dispel his lonely dej^res- 
sion, and that by entering on a new liU* and 
scrupulously doing liis duty to his wife and 
children, he wc»iild escaj)e from old memories 
altogether. But the very opposite of what he 
expected happened. He began, even in the 
first montli of his marriage, to be continually 
fretted by the thought, “My wife loves me— but 
what if she knew?’’ When she first told him 
that she would soon bear him a child, he was 
troubled. “I am giving life, but I have taken 
life." Children came. “How dare, I love them, 
teach and educate them, how can I talk to 
them of virtue? I have shed blood/' They were 
.splendid children, he longed to caress them; 
"and I can't look at their innocent candid 
faces, 1 am unworthy." 

At last he began to be bitterly and omi- 
nously haunted by the blood of his murdered 
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victim, by the young life he had destroyed, by 
the blood that cried out for vengeance. He 
had begun to have awful dreams. But, being 
a man of fortitude, he bore his suffering a long 
time, thinking: “I shall expiate everything by 
this secret agony.” But that hope, too, was 
vain; the longer it went on, the more intense 
was his suffering. 

He was respected in society for his active be- 
nevolence, though everyone was overawed by 
his stern and gloomy chanuter. But the more 
he was respected, the more intolerable it was 
for him. He confessed to me that he had 
thoughts of killing himself. But he began to 
be haunted by another idea— an idea which he 
had at first regarded as impossible and un- 
thinkable, though at last it got such a hold on 
his heart that he (ould not shake it off. He 
dreamed of rising up, going out and confess- 
ing in the face of all men that he had com- 
mitted murder. For three years this dream had 
pursued him, haunting him in different hrrnis. 
At last he believed with his wiiolc heart that 
if he confessed his crime, he woidd heal his 
soul and w'ould be at peace for ever. But this 
belief filled his heart with terroi , for how could 
he carry it out? And then came what happened 
at my duel. 

“Looking at you, I have made u]) my mind.” 

1 looked at him. 

“Is it possible,” I cried, clasping my hands, 
“that such a trivial incident could give rise to 
a resolution in you?” 

“My resolution has been growing for the last 
three years,” he answered, “and your story 
only gave the last touch to it Looking at you, 
I reproached myself and envied you.” He said 
this to me almost sullenly. 

“But you w'on't be believed,” 1 obser\ed; 
“it’s fourteen years ago.” 

“I have proofs, great proofs. I shall show 
them.” 

Then I cried and kissed him. 

“Tell me one thing, one thing,” he said (as 
though it all depended upon me), “my wife, 
my children! My wife may die of grief, and 
' though my children won’t lose their rank and 
property, tlu:y’ll be aconvict’s children and for 
ever! And what a memory, w'hat a memory of 
me I shall leave in their hearts!” 

1 said nothing. 

“And to part from them, to leave them for 
ever> It’s for ever, you know, for ever!” 

1 sat still and repeated a silent prayer. 1 got 
up at last, 1 felt afraid.^ 

“Weil?” He looked at me. 
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“Go!” said I, “confess. Everything passes, 
only the truth remains. Your children will un- 
derstand, when they grow up, the nobility of 
your resolution.” 

He left me that time as though he had made 
up his mind. Yet for more than a fortnight 
afterwards, he came to me every evening, still 
preparing himself, still unable to bring him- 
self to the point. He made my heart ache. One 
day he would come determined and say fer- 
vently: 

“1 knejw it will be heaven for me, heaven, 
the moment 1 confess. Fourteen years I’ve been 
in hell. I want to suffer. I will take my pun- 
ishment and begin tolive. You tan pass through 
the world doing wrong, but there’s no turning 
back. Now 1 dare not love my neighbour nor 
c\en my own children. Good God,iny childicn 
w’ill undc^rstand, perhaps, wdiat my piiriish- 
nient has cost me and will not condemn me! 
God is not in strcuigth but in truth.” 

“All will understand your sacrifice,” 1 said 
to him, “if not at once, they will understand 
later; for you have served truth, the higher 
truth, not of the earth.” 

And he would go away seeming comforted, 
but next day hcw'ould come again, bitter, pale, 
sarcastic. 

“Every time I come to you, you look at me 
so incjuisitivcly as tliough to say. *Hc has still 
not confcs.sed!’ Wait a bit, don’t despise me 
too much. It’s not such an easy thing to do as 
you would think. Perhaps I shall not do it at 
all. You W7)n’t go and inform against me then, 
will you?” 

And far from loc^king at him with indiscreet 
curiosity. I wms afraid to look at him at all. 1 
w^as cpiile ill from anxiety, and my heart was 
full of tears. I could not sleep at night. 

“I have just ccmie from my w’ifc,” he went 
on. “Do yem understand what the w'ord ‘wife’ 
means? When I went out. the children called 
to me, ‘Good-bye. father, make haste back to 
read The Chilf belt’s Magazine with us.’ No, 
you don’t understand that! No one is wise from 
anotlicr man’s w’oe.” 

His eyes w'crc glittering, his lips were twitch- 
ing. Suddenly he struck the table with his fist 
.so that everything on it danced— it w’as the first 
time he Jiacl done such a thing, he was such 
a mild man. 

“But need 1?” he exclaimed, “must I? No 
one has been condemned, no one has been 
sent to Siberia in my place, the man died of 
fever. And rvebeenpunislied jiymy sufferings 
for the blood I shed. And I shSn’t be believeci. 
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they won't believe my proofs. Need I confess, 
need 1? 1 am ready to go on suffering all my 
life for the blood I have shed, if only my wife 
and children may be spared. Will it be just 
to ruin them with me? Aren’t we making a mis- 
take? What is right in this case? And will peo- 
ple recognise it, will they appreciate it. will 
they respect it?” 

“Good Lordl” I thought to myself, “he is 
thinking of other people’s respect at sucli a 
moment!” And I felt so sorry for him then, 
that I believe I would have shared his fate if 
it could have comforted him. I sa^v he was be- 
side himself. I was aghast, realising with my 
heart as well as my mind what such a resolu- 
tion meant. 

“Decide my fate!” he exclaimed again. 

“Go and confess,” I w'hispered to him. My 
voice failed me, but I whispered it firmly. I 
look up the New Testament from the table, 
the Russian translation, and showed him the 
Gospel of St. John, chapter 12, verse 2.^: 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a corn 
of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abid- 
eth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit.” 

I had just been reading that verse when he 
came in. He read it, 

“That’s true,” he said, but he smiled bitterly. 
“It’s terrible the things you find in those 
books.” he said, after a pause. “It’s easy enough 
to thrust them upon one. And who wrote them? 
Can they have been written by men?” 

“I'he Holy Spirit wrote them,” said I. 

“It’s easy for you to prate,” he smiled again,, 
this time almost with hatred. 

1 took the book again. o[)ened it in another 
place and showed him the Kpistle to the He- 
brews, chapter 10, verse 31. He read: 

“It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God.” 

He read it and simply flung down the book. 
He was trembling all over. 

“An awful text,” he said. “There’s no deny- 
ing you've picked out fitting ones.” He rose 
frcmi the chair. “Well!” he .said, “good-bye, 
perhaps I shan’t come again ... we shall meet 
in heaven. So I have been foi fourteen years 
'in the hands of the livingGod.’ that’s how one 
must think of those fourteen years. To-morrow 
I will beseech those hands to let me go.” 

I wanted to take him in my arms and kiss 
him, but 1 did not dare—his face wa.s contorted 
and sombre. He went away. 

“Good God,” 1 thought, “what has he gone 
to face!” 1 fell on my knees before the ikon 


and wept for him before the Holy Mother of 
God, our swift defender and helper. I was half 
an hour praying in tears, and it was late, about 
midnight. Suddenly I saw the door open and 
he came in again. 1 was surprised. 

“Where have you been?” I asked him. 

“I think,” he said, “I’ve forgotten something 
. . . my handkerchief, I think. . . . Well, even 
if I’ve not forgotten anything, let me stay a 
little.” 

He sat (low'll. I stood over him. 

“You sit dow'n, too,” said he. 

I sat down. VV'e sat still for tw'o minutes; he 
looked intently at me and suddenly smiled— 
I remembered that— then he got up, embraced 
me w'armly and ki.s.scd me. 

“Remember.” he said, “how I came to you 
a .secfind time. Do you hear, remember it!’' 

And he went out. 

“'Fo-morrow,” I thought. 

And so it was. I did not know' that evening 
that the next day was his birthday. I had not 
been out for the last few' days, so 1 had no 
chance of hearing it from anyone. On that day 
he always had a great gathering, everyone in 
the town went to it. It w'as the? same this time. 
After dinner he walked into the middle of the 
room, with a jiajier in his hand— a formal dec- 
laration to the (hiet of his department who 
was present. This declaration lie read aloud 
to ihc whole assembly. It contained a full ac- 
count of the crime, in every detail. 

“I cut myself oft from men as a monster. God 
has visited me,” he said in conclusion, “i want 
to suffer for my sin!” 

Then he brought out and laid on the table 
all the things he had been keeping lor fourteen 
years, that he thought would prove his crime, 
the jewels belonging to the murdered woman 
which he had stolen to divert suspic ion, a cross 
and a locket taken from her neck w'ith a por- 
trait of her betrothed in the locket, her note- 
book and tw'o letters; one from her betrothed, 
telling her that he w'ould soon be with her, 
and her unfinished answer left on the table to 
be sent off next day. He carried oft these two 
letters— w'hat for? Why had he kept tliem for 
fourteen years aftcrw'ards instead of destroy- 
ing them as evidence against him? 

And this is w'hat happened: everyone was 
amazed and horrified, everyone refused to be- 
lieve it and thought that he was deranged, 
though all listened with intense curiosity. A 
few days later it was fully decided and agreed 
in every house that theunhappy man was mad. 
The legal authorities could not refuse to take 
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the case up, but they too dropped it. Though 
the trinkets and letters made them ponder, 
they decided that even if they did turn out to 
be authentic, no charge could be based on those 
alone. Besides, she might have given him those 
things as a friend, or asked him to take care 
of them for her. 1 hcartl afterwards, however, 
that the genuineness of tlic things was proved 
by the friends and relations ot the murdered 
woman, and that there was no doubt about 
them. Yet nothing was destined to come of it, 
after all. 

Five days later, all had heard that he was ill 
and that his life was in danger. The nature of 
his illness I can't explain; they said it was an 
aifcction of the heart. But it became known 
that the doctors had been induced by his wife 
to investigate his mental condition also, and 
had come to ihe conclusion that it was a case 
of insanity. 1 betrayed nothing, though people 
ran to question me. But w'hen I wanted to visit 
him, 1 was for a long while forbidden to do so, 
above all by his wife. 

“It's you who have caused his illness," she 
said to me; “he was always gloomy, but lor the 
last year people nciiiced that he was peculiarly 
excited and did strange things, and now you 
have been the ruin ot him. Your preaching has 
brought him to this; lor the last month he was 
always with you." 

Indeed, not only his wife hut the whole 
town were doAvn upon me and blaitied me. 
“It’s all your doing," they <aid. I was silent and 
indexed rejoiced alheart.for I sawplainly God’s 
men y to the man who had turned against him- 
self and punished himself. 1 could not believe 
in his insanity. 

'Fhey let me see him at last he insisted upon 
saying good-bye to me. I w'ent in to him and 
saw at once, that not only his days, but his 
hours were numbered. He was weak, yellow, 
his hands trembled, he gasped for breath, but 
his face was full of tender and happy feeling. 

“It is done!” he said. “I've long been yearn- 
ing to see you. Why didn’t ycju come?" 

I did not tell him that they would not let 
me see him. 

“God has had pity on me and is calling me 
to Himself. 1 know I am dying, but I feel joy 
and peace for the first time after so many years. 
"I here was heaven in niy heart from the mo- 
ment I had done what I had to do. Now I dare 
to love my children and to kiss them. Neither 
my wife nor the judges, nor anyone has be- 
lieved it. My children -will never believe it 
either. I sec in that God’smcrcy to them. 1 shall 


die, and my name will be without a stain for 

them. And now I feel God near, my heart re- 
joices as in Heaven ... I have done my duty.” 

He could not speak, he gasped for breath, 
he pressed my hand warmly, looking fervently 
at me. We did not talk for long, his wife kept 
peeping in at us. But he had time to whisper 
to me: 

“Do you remember how I came back to you 
that second time, at midnight? I told you to re- 
member it. You know w'hat I came back for? 
I came to kill you!" 

I started. 

“I went out from you then into the darkness, 
I wandered about the streets, struggling with 
myself. And suddenly I hated you so that I 
could hardly bear if. Now, 1 thought, he is all 
that binds me, and he is my judge. I can’t re- 
fuse to face my punishment to-morrow, for he 
knows all. It was not that I was afraid you 
w^ould betray me (1 never even thought of 
that), but 1 thought, ‘How can 1 look him in 
the face if 1 doi/t confess?’ And if you had 
been at the other end of the earth, but alive, it 
would have been all the same, the tliouglu was 
unendurable that you were alive knowing 
everything and condemning me. 1 hated you as 
though you were the cause, as though you were 
to blame for everything. I came back to you 

then, remembering that you had a dagger ly- 
ing on your table. 1 sat down and asked you 
to sit down, and for a w'hole minute I pon- 
dered. If 1 had killed you, I should have been 
ruined by that murder even if I had not con- 
fessed the other. But I didn’t think about that 
at all, and I didn’t want to think of it at that 
moment. I only hated you and longed to re- 
venge myself on you for everything. The Lord 
vanejuished the devil in my heart. But let me 
tell you. )ou were never nearer death." 

A week later he died. The whole town fol- 
lowed him to the grave. The chief priest made 
a speech lull of feeling. All lamented the terri- 
ble illness that had cut short his days. But all 
the town was up in arms against me after the 
funeral, and people even refu.sed to see iiie. 
Some. at first a lew and afterwards more, be- 
gan indeed to believe in the truth of his story, 
and they visited me and ({uestioned me with 
great interest and eagerness, lor man loves to 
see the down 1 all and disgrace of the righteous. 
But I held my longue, and very shortly after, 
I left the towMi, and five months later by God’s 
grace I entered upc^n the sale and blessed path, 
praising the unseen linger whkh had guided 
me so clearly to it. But 1 rAieniber in my 
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prayer to this day, the servant of God, Mihail, 
who suffered so greatly. 

Chapter 3. Conversations and Exhor- 
tations of Father Zossima 

(e) The Russian Monk 
and his possible SigJiificance 

Fathfrs and teachers, what is tlic monk? In 
the cultivated world the word is nowadays pro- 
nounced by some people with a jeer, and by 
others it is used as a term of abuse, and this 
contempt for the monk is growing. It is true, 
alas, it is true, that there are many sluggards, 
gluttons, profligates, and insolent beggars 
among monks. Educated people point to these: 
“You are idlers, useless members of society, you 
live on the labour of others, you are shameless 
beggars." And yet how many meek and hum- 
ble monks there arc, yearning for solitude and 
fen'ent prayer in peace! 'Fheseare less noticed, 
or passed over in silence. i\nd how surprised 
men would be if I were to say that from these 
meek monks, who yearn for solitary prayer, 
the salvation of Russia will come [)erhaps once 
more! For they arc in truth made ready in 
peace and quiet “for the day and the hour, the 
month and the )ear." Meanwhile, in their soli- 
tude, they keep the imago of Christ fair and 
undefiled, in the purity of God’s truth, from 
the times of the Fathers of old, the Apostles 
and the martyrs. And when the time comes 
they will show it to the tottering creeds of the 
world. That is a great thought. That star will 
rise out of the East. 

That is my view of the monk, and is it false? 
Is it too proud? Look at the worldly and all 
who set themsehes up above the people of 
God; has not God’s image and His truth been 
distorted in them? They have science; but in 
science there is nothing but what is the object 
of sense. The spiritual world, the higher part 
of man's being is rejected altogether, dismissed 
with a sort of triumph, even with hatred. The 
world has proclaimed the reign f)f freedom, 
especially of late, but what do w'e see in this 
freedom of theirs? Nothing but slavery and 
self-destruction! For the world says: 

“You have desires and so satisfy them, for 
you have the same rights as the most rich and 
powerful. Don’t be afraid of satisfying them 
and even multiply your desires." That is the 
modern dcKtrine of the world. In that they see 
freedom. And what follows from this right of 
multiplication of desires? In the rich, isolation 
and spiritual suicide; in the poor, envy and 


murder; for they have been given rights, but 
have not been shown the means of satisfying 
their wants. They maintain that the world is 
getting more and more united, more and more 
bound together in brotherly community, as it 
overcomes distance and sets thoughts Hying 
through the air. 

Alas, put no faith in such a bond of union. 
Interpreting freedom as the multiplication 
and rapid satisfaction c^f desires, men distort 
their own nature, ior many senseless and fool- 
ish desires and habits and ridiculous fancies 
are fostered in them. They live only for mu- 
tual envy, for luxury and ostentation. To have 
dinners, visits, carriages, rank, and slaves to 
wait on one is looked upon as a necessity, for 
which life, honour anclliunian feeling are sacri- 
ficed. and men even commit suicide if they are 
unable to satisfy it. We see the same thing 
among those who are not rich, while the poor 
drown their unsatisfied need and their envy in 
drunkenness. But semn they will drink blood 
instead of wine, they are being led on to it. I 
ask you is such a man free? I knew one “cham- 
pion of freedom" who told me himself that, 
when he was deprived of tobacco in [)ris()n, he 
was so wretched at the privation that he almost 
went and betrayed his cause for the sake of 
getting tobacco again! And such a man says. 
“I am fighting for the cause of humaniiv." 

How can such a one fight? What is he fit for? 
He is capable pci haps of sonic ac tion cpiickly 
over, but he cannot Iiold out loffg. And it’s no 
wonder that instead ol gaining Ireecloin they 
have sunk into slavery, and instead ol serving 
the cause of brotherly love and the union of 
humanity have fallen, on the contiary, info 
dissension and isolation, as my mysterious visi- 
tor and teacher said to me in my youth. And 
therefore the idea of the service of humanity, 
of brotherly love and the solidarity of man- 
kind, is more and more dying out in the world, 
and indeed this idea is sometimes treated with 
derision. For how can a man shake off his 
habits? What can bcTomeof him if he is in such 
bondage to the habit of satisfying the innu- 
merable desires he has created for himself? He 
is isolated, and what concern has he with the 
rest of humanity? I'hey have succeeded in ac- 
cumulating a greater ma.ss of objects, but the 
joy in the world has grown less. 

'Fhe monastic way is very different. Obedi- 
ence, fasting, and prayer are laughed at, yet 
only through them lies the way to real, true 
freedom. 1 cut off my superfluous and unneces- 
sary desires, I subdue my proud and wanton 
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will and chastise it with obedience, and with 
God's help 1 attain freedom of spirit and with 
it spiritual joy. Which is most capable of con- 
ceiving a great idea and serving it— the rich man 
in his isolation or the man who has freed him- 
self from the tyranny of material things and 
habits? I'he monk is reproached for his soli- 
tude, “You have secluded yourself within the 
walls of the monastery for your own salvation, 
and have forgotten the brotherly service of 
humanityl" But we shall see which will be most 
zealous in the cause of brotherly love. For it is 
not we, but they, who are in isolation, though 
they don’t see that. Of old, leaders of the people 
came from among us, and why should they not 
again? The same meek and humble ascetics 
will rise up and go out to work for the great 
cause. The salvation of Russia comes from the 
people. And the Russian monk has always 
been on the side of the people. We are isolated 
only if the people are isolated. The people be- 
lieve as we do, and an unbelieving reformer 
will never do anything in Russia, even if he is 
sincere in heart and a genius. Remember that! 
The people will meet the atheist andovcrcome 
him, and Russia will be one and orthodox. 
Take care of the peasant and guard his heart. 
Go on educating him quietly. That's your duty 
as monks, for the peasant has God in his heart. 

(/) Of Masters and Senm^its, and of 
xvhether it is possible for Ibetn 
to be Brothers in the Spirit 
Of course, I don’t deny that there is sin in 
the peasants too. And the fire of corruption is 
sfireading visibly, hourly, working from above 
downwards. The spirit of isolation is coming 
upon the people too. Money-lenders and de- 
vourers of the commune are rising up. Already 
the merchant grows more and more eager for 
rank, and strives to show himself cultured 
though he has not a traceof culture, and to this 
end meanly despises his old traditions, and is 
even ashamed of the faith of his fathers. He 
visits princes, though he is only a peasant cor- 
rupted. The peasants are rotting in drunken- 
■ ness and cannot shake off the habit. And what 
cruelty to their waives, to their children even! 
All from drunken ness 1 I’ve seen in the factories 
children of nine years old, frail, rickety, bent 
and already depraved. The stuffy workshop, 
the din of machinery, work all clay long, the 
vile language and the drink, the drink— is 
that what a little child’s heart needs? He needs 
sunshine, childi.sh play*; good examples all 
about him, and at least a little love. There must 


be nomore of this, monks, no more torturingof 
children, rise up and preach that, make haste, 
make haste! 

But God will save Russia, for though the 
peasants are corrupted and cannot renounce 
their filthy sin, yet they know it is cursed by 
God and that they do wrong in sinning. So 
that our people still believe in righteousness, 
have faith in God and weep tears of devotion. 

It is different with the upper classes. They, 
following science, want to base justice on rea- 
son alone, but not w^ith Christ, as before, and 
they have already proclaimed that there is no 
crime, that there is no sin. And that’s consist- 
ent, for if you have no God what is the mean- 
ing of crime? In Europe the people are already 
rising up against the rich with violence, and 
the leaders of the people are everywhere lead- 
ing them to bloodshed, and tcachingthcm that 
their wrath is righteous. But their “wrath is 
accursed, for it is cruel." But God will save 
Russia as He has saved her many times. Salva- 
tion will come from the people, from their 
faitli and their meekness. 

Fathers and teachers, watch over the peo- 
ple’s faith and this will not be a dream. I’ve 
been struck all my life in our great people by 
their dignity, their true and seemly dignity. 
I've seen it myself, I can testify to it. I’ve seen 
it and manelled at it, I’ve seen it in spite of 
the degraded sins and poverty-stricken appear- 
ance of our peasantry. They are not servile, 
and even after two centuries of serfdom they 
are free in manner and bearing, yet without 
in.solencc,and not revengeful and not envious. 
“You are rich and noble, you are clever and 
talented, well, be so, God bless you. I respect 
you, but I know that I too am a man. By the 
very fact that I respect you without envy 1 
prove my dignity as a man." 

In truth if they don’t say this (for they don’t 
know how to say this yet), that is how they act. 
I have seen it myself, 1 have known it myself, 
and, would you believe it, the poorer our Rus- 
sian peasant is, the more noticeable is that 
serene goodness, for the rich among them are 
for the most part corrupted already, and much 
of that is due to our carelessness and indiffer- 
ence. But God will save His people, for Russia 
is great in her humility. I dream of seeing, and 
seem to see clearly already, our future. It will 
come to pass that even the most corrupt of our 
rich will end by being ashamed of his riches 
before the poor, and the poor, seeing his hu- 
mility, will understand and ^e way before 
him, will respond joyfully and kindly to his 
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honourable shame. Believe me that it will end 
in that; things arc moving to that. Equality is 
to be found only in the spiritual dignity ai 
man, and that will only be understood among 
us. If wc were brothers, there would be frater- 
nity, but before that they will never agree 
about the division of wealth. We preserve the 
image of Christ, and it will shine forth like a 
precious diamond to the whole world. So may 
it be, so may it be! 

Fathers and teachers, a touching incident be- 
fell me once. In my wanderings I met in the 
town of K. my old orderly, Afanasy. It was 
eight years since I had parted from him. He 
chanced to see me in the market-place, recog- 
nised me, ran up to me, and how delighted he 
was! He simply pounced on me: “^faster dear, 
is it you? Is it really you I see?'* He took me 
home with him. 

He was no longer in the anny, he was mar- 
ried and already had tw'o little children. He 
and his wife earned their living as coster- 
mongers in the market-place. His room was 
poor, but bright and clean. He made me sit 
down, set the samovar, sent for his wife, as 
though my appearance wxTe a festival for them. 
He brought me his children: "Bless them. 
Father.” 

“Is it for me to bless them? I am only a hum- 
ble monk. I will pray for them. And for you, 
Afanasy Pavlovitch, I have prayed every day 
since that day, for it all came from you,” said I. 
And I explained that to him as well as I could. 
And what do you think? The man kept gazing 
at me and could not believe that I, his former 
master, an officer, was now before him in such 
a guise and position; it made him shed tears. 

“Why are you w^eeping?” said 1, “better re- 
joice over me, dear friend, whom I can never 
forget, for my path is a glad and joyful one.” 

He did not say much, but kept sighing and 
shaking his head over me tenderly. 

“What has become of your fortune?*’ he 
asked. 

“I gave it to the monastery,** I answered; 
“we live in common.” 

After tea I began saying good-bye, and sud- 
denly he brought out half a rouble as an offer- 
ing to the monastery, and another half-rouble 
I saw him thrusting hurriedly into my hand: 
‘'That's for you in your wanderings, it may be 
of use to you. Father.” 

1 took his half-rouble, bowed to him and his 
wife, and went out rejoicing. And on my way 
1 thought: “Here we are both now, he at home 
and 1 on the road, sighing and shaking our 


heads, no doubt, and yet smiling joyfully in the 
gladness of our hearts, remembering how God 
brought about our meeting.” 

I have never seen him again since then. I had 
been his master and he my servant, but now 
when w'e exchanged a loving kiss with softened 
hearts, there w^as a great human bond between 
us. I have thought a great deal about that, and 
now w'hat I think is this: Is it so imoiueivable 
that thatgrandand simple-hearted unity might 
in due time become universal among the 
Russian people? I believe that it will come to 
pass and that the time is at hand. 

And of servants I will add tliis: In old days 
when I was young I wms often angry with serv- 
ants; “the cook had served something too hot, 
the orderly had not brushed my clothes.” But 
what taught me better then was a thought of 
my dear brother's, which I had heard from 
him in childhood: “Am I worth it, that another 
should serve me and be ordered about by me 
in his poverty and ignorance?” And 1 won- 
dered at the time that such simple and self- 
evident ideas siiould be so slow to occur to our 
minds. 

It is impossible that there should be no serv- 
ants in the world, but act so that your servant 
may be freer in spirit than if he were not a 
servant. And why cannot I be a servant to my 
servant and even let him see it, and that with- 
out any pride on my part or any mistrust on 
hi.s? Why should not my .servant belike my own 
kindred, .so that I may take him Itito my family 
and rejoice in doing .so? Eveti now this can be 
done, but it w'ill lead to the grand unity of men 
in the future, when a man will not seek serv- 
ants for himself, or desire to turn his fellow 
creatures into servants as he does now, but on 
the contrary, will long with his whole heart to 
be the servant of all, as the Gospel teaches. 

And can it be a dream, that in the end man 
will find his joy only in deeds of light and 
mercy, and not in cruel pleasures as now, in 
gluttony, fornication, ostentation, boasting and 
envious rivalry of one with the other? I firmly 
believe that it is not and that the time is at 
hand. People laugh and ask: “When will that 
time come and does it look like coming?” I be- 
lieve that with Christ's help we shall accom- 
pli.sh this great thing. And how many ideas 
theie have been on earth in the hi.story of man 
which were unthinkable ten years before they 
appeared! Yet when their destined hour had 
come, they came forth and spread over the 
whole earth. So it will be with us, and our peo- 
ple will shine forth in the world, and all men 
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will say: “The stone which the builders re- 
jected has become the cornerstone of the build- 
ing.” 

And we may ask the scornful themselves: If 
our hope is a dream, when will you build up 
your edifice and order things justly by your 
intellect alone, without Christ? If they declare 
that it is they who are advancing towards unity, 
only the most simple-hearted among them be- 
lieve it, so that one may positively marvel at 
such simplicity. Of a truth, they have more 
faiitastii dreams than we. They aim at justice, 
but, denying Christ, they will end by flooding 
the earth with blood, for blood tries out for 
blood, and he that taketh up the sword shall 
perish by the sword. And if it were not for 
Christ's covenant, they w’ould slaughter one 
another down to the last two men on earth. 
And those two last men woiihl not be able to 
restrain each other in their pride, and the one 
would slay the other and then himself. And 
that would come to pass, were it not for the 
promise of Christ that for the sake of the hum- 
ble and meek the days shall he shortened. 

While I was still w^'^ring anoflicer’s uniform 
after my duel, I talked about servants in gen- 
eral society, and I remember everyone was 
arna/ed at me. “What!” they asked, “are w^e to 
make our servants sit down on the sofa and 
offer them tea?” And I answered them: “Why 
not, sometimes at least?” pAeryone laughed. 
Their question was frivolous and my answer 
was not clear: but the thought in it was to 
some extent right. 

(g) Oj Prayer, of Love, and of Contact 
with other Worlds 

Young man, be not forgetful of prayer. Every 
time you pray, if your prayer is sincere, there 
will be new feeling and new meaning in it, 
which will give you fresh courage, and you will 
understand that prayer is an education. Re- 
member, too, every day, and whenever you 
can, repeat to yourself, “Lord, have mercy on 
all who appear before Thee to-day.” For every 
hour and every moment thousands of men 
leave life on this earth, and their souls appear 
before God. And how many of them depart in 
solitude, unknown, sad, dejected that no one 
mourns for them or even knows whether they 
have lived or notl And behold, from the other 
end of the earth perhaps, your prayer for their 
rest will rise up to God though you knew them 
not nor they you. How touching it must be to a 
sold standing in dread before the Lord to feel 
at that instant that, for him too, there is one to 
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pray, that there is a fellow creature left on 
earth to love him too! And God will look on 
you both more graciously, for if you have had 
so much pity on him, how much will He have 
pity Who is infinitely more loving and merci- 
ful than you! And He will forgive him for your 
sake. 

Brothers, have no fear of men's sin. Love a 
man even in his sin, for that is the semblance 
of Divine Love and is the highest love on earth. 
Love all God's creation, the wliole and every 
grain of sand in it. Love every leaf, every ray 
of God's light. Love the animals, love the 
plants, love everything. If you love everything, 
you will perceive the divine mystery in things. 
Once you perceive it, you will begin to com- 
prehend it better every day. And you will come 
at last to love the whole w’orld with an all- 
embracing love. Love the animals: God has 
given them the rudiments of thought and joy 
untroubled. Do not trouble it, don’t harass 
them, don’t deprive them of their happiness, 
don’t wwk against God’s intent. Man, do not 
pride yourself on superiority to the animals; 
they are without sin, and you, with your great- 
ness. defile the earth by your appearance on it, 
and leave the traces of your foulness after you 
—alas, it is true of almost every one of us! Love 
children especially, for they too are sinless like 
the angels; they live to soften and purify our 
hearts and, as it were, to guide us. Woe to him 
who offends a child! Father Anfim taught me 
to love children. The kind, silent man used 
often on our wanderings to spend the farth- 
ings given us on sweets and cakes for the chil- 
dren. He could not pass by a child without 
emotion. That’s the nature of the man. 

At some thoughts one stands perplexed, 
especially at the sight of men’s sin, and won- 
ders whether one should use force or humble 
love. Always decide to use humble love. If you 
resolve on that once for all, you may subdue 
the whole w’orld. Loving humility is marvel- 
lously strong, the strongest of all things, and 
there is nothing else like it. 

Every day and every hour, every minute, 
walk round yourself and watch yourself, and 
see that your image is a seemly one. You pass 
by a little child, you pass by, spiteful, with 
ugly words, with wrathful heart; you may not 
have noticed the child, but he has seen you, 
and your image, unseemly and ignoble, may 
remain in his defenceless heart. You don’t 
know it, but you may have sown an evil seed 
in him and it may grow, and ail because you 
were not careful before the child, because you 
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did not foster in yourself a careful, actively 
benevolent love. Brothers, love is a teacher; 
but one must know how to acquire it, for it 
is hard to aajuire, it is dearly bought, it is won 
slowly by long labour. For we must love not 
only occasionally, for a moment, but for ever. 
Everyone can love occasionally, even the 
wicked can. 

My brother asked the birds to forgive him; 
that sounds senseless, but it is right; for all is 
like an ocean, all is (lowing and blending; a 
touch in one place sets up moveniciit at the 
other end of the earth. It may be senseless to 
beg forgiveness of the birds, hut birds would 
be happier at your side-a little happier, any- 
way— and children and all animals, if you were 
nobler than you are now. It's all like an ocean, 
I tell you. T hen you would pray to the birds 
too, consumed by an all-embracing love, in a 
sort of transport, and pray that they too will 
forgive you your sin. 'Freasure this ecstasy, 
however senseless it may seem to men. 

My friends, pray to God for gladness. Be 
glad as children, as the birds of heaven. And 
let not the sin of men confound you in your 
doings. Fear not that it will wear away your 
work and hinder its being accomplished. Do 
not say, “Sin is mighty, wickedness is mighty, 
evil environment is mighty, and we are lonely 
and helpless, and evil environment is wearing 
us away and hindering our good work from be- 
ing done." Fly from that dejection, children 1 
I'here is onlyone meansof salvation, then take 
yourself and make yourself responsible for all 
men’s sins, that is the truth, you know, friends,' 
for as soon as you sincerely make yourself re- 
sponsible for everything and for all men, you 
will see at once that it is really so, and that you 
arc to blame for everyone and for all things. 
But throwing your own indolence and im- 
potence on others you will end by sharing the 
pride of Satan and murmuring against God. 

Of the pride of Satan w'hat I think is this: 
it is hard for us on earth to comprehend it, 
and therefore it is so easy to fall into ciior and 
to share it, even imagining that we are doing 
something grand and fine. Indeed, many of 
the strongest feelings and movements of our 
nature we cannot comprehend on earth. Let 
not that be a stumbling-block, and think nut 
lliat it may serve as a justification to you for 
anything. For the Eternal Judge asks of you 
what you can comprehend and not what you 
cannot. You will know that yourself hereafter, 
for you will behold all things truly then and 
will not dispute them. On earth, indeed, we 


are, as it were, astray, and if it were not for the 
precious image of Christ before us, we should 
be undone and altogether lost, as was the hu- 
man race before the flood. Much on earth is 
hidden from us, but to make up for that we 
have been given a precious mystic sense of our 
living bond with the other world, with the 
higher heavenly world, and the roots of our 
thoughts and feelings are not here but in other 
worhls. That is why the philosophers say that 
we cannot a])prchcnd the reality of things on 
earth. 

God took seeds from dillerent wmlds and 
sowed them on this earth, and Mis garden grew 
up and everything came up that tould tome 
up. but what grows lives and is alive only 
through the feeling of its contact with otlicr 
mysterious worlds. If that feeling grows weak 
or is destroyed in you, the Jieavenly growth 
wdll die away in you. Then you will be indif- 
ferent to life and even grow to hate it. That’s 
what I think. 

(/i) Can a Man jud^e his Fellow 
Creatures? Faith to the End 

Remember particularly that you cannot be a 
judge of an\onc. For no one can judge a crimi- 
nal until he recognises that he is just such a 
criminal as the man standing before him, and 
that he perhaps is more than all men to blame 
for that crime. When he undcTstands that, he 
will be able to be a judge. I'hough that sounds 
absurd, it is true. It 1 had been righteous my- 
self, perhaps there would have been no crimi- 
nal standing before me. If you can take upon 
yourself the crime of the criminal your heart 
is judging, take it at once, suffer for him your- 
self, and let him gci w’ithoiit reproach. And 
even if the law itself makes you his judge, act 
in the same spirit so far as possible, for he will 
go away and condemn himself more bitterly 
than you have done. If, after your kiss, he goes 
away untouched, mocking at you, do not let 
that be a stumbling-block to you. It show's his 
time has not yet come, but it will come in due 
course. And if it come not, no matter; if not he, 
them another in his place wdll understand and 
suffer, and judge and condemn himself, and 
the truth will be fulfilled. Believe that, be- 
lieve it witliout doubt; for in that lies all the 
hope and faith of the saints. 

Work without ceasing. If you remember in 
the night as you go to sleep, “I have not done 
what I ought to have done," rise up at once 
and do it. If the people around you arc spite* 
ful and callous and will not hear you, fall 
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down before them and beg their forgiveness; 
for in truth you are to blame for their not 
wanting to hear you. And if you cannot speak 
to them in their bitterness, serve them in si- 
lence and in humility, never losing hope. If 
all men abandon you and even drive you away 
by force, then when you are left alone fall on 
the earth and kiss it, water it with your tears 
and it will bring forth fruit even though no 
one has seen or heard you in your solitude. Be- 
lieve to the end. even il all men went astray 
and )Ou were left the only one faithful; bring 
your offering even then and praise God in 
your loneliness. And if two of you are gath- 
ered together— then there is a whole world, a 
world of living love. Embrace each other ten- 
derly and praise God, lor if only in you two 
Jlis truth has been fulfdled. 

If you sin yourself and grieve even unto 
death for your sins or forycuir sudden sin, then 
rc)oi(e for others, rejoice for the righteous 
man, lejoice that if you have sinned, he is 
righteous and has not sinned. 

If the evil-doing of incm moves you to in- 
dignation and over\N!v‘lming distress, even to 
a desire for vengeance on the evil-doers, shun 
above all things that feeling. Go at once and 
seek suffering for yourself, as thougli you were 
voiirself guilt) of that wrong. Accept that sid- 
fering and hear it and)our heart will find com- 
fort, and you will understand that you too are 
guiltv, for you might have been a light to the 
evil-cloers. even as the one man sinless, and 
you were not a light to them. If )ou liad been 
a light, you woidd have lightened the j>aih for 
others too, and the evil-doer might perhaps 
luivc been saved by your light from his sin. 
And even though your light was shining, yet 
you sec men were not saved by it, hold firm 
and doubt not the power of the heavenly light. 
Believe that if they were not saved, they will 
be saved hereafter. And if they are not saved 
hereafter, then their sons will be saved, for 
your light will not die even when you are dead. 
I'he righteous man departs, but his light re- 
mains. Men are always saved after the death of 
the deliverer. Men reject their prophets and 
slay them, but they love their martyrs and hon- 
our those whom they have slain. You arc work- 
ing for the whole, you are acting for the future. 
Seek no reward, for great is your reward on 
this earth: the spiritual joy which is only 
vouchsafed to the righteous man. Eear not the 
great nor the mighty, but be wise and ever 
serene. Know the measure, knenv the times, 
study that. When you are left alone, pray. Love 
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to throw yourself on the earth and kiss it. Kiss 
the earth and love it with an unceasing, con- 
suming love. Love all men, love everything. 
Seek that rapture and ecstasy. Water the earth 
with the tears of yf)ur joy and love those tears. 
Don’t be ashamed of that ecstasy, prize it, for 
it is a gift of God and a great one; it is not 
given to many but only to the elect. 

(?) Of Hell and Hell Fire, 
a Mystic Reflection 

Fathers and teachers, I ponder, “What is 
hell?” I maintain that it is the suffering of be- 
ing unable to love. Once in infinite existence, 
immeasurable in time and space, a spiritual 
creature w»as given on his coming to earth the 
power of saying, “I am and I love.” Once, only 
once, there was given him a moment of active 
lilting love, and for that was earthly life given 
him, and with it times and seasons. And that 
happy creature rejected the priceless gift, 
prized it and Icneil it not. scorned it anci re- 
mained callous. Such a one. having left the 
earth, sees Abraham’s bosom and talks w^ith 
Abraham as we are told in thf‘ parable of the 
rich nuui and Lazarus, and beholdsheavcn and 
can go up to the Lord. But that is just his tor- 
ment. to rise up to the Lord without ever hav- 
ing loved, to be brought close to those who 
have loved when he has despised their love. 
For he sees clearly and says to himself, “Now 
I have understanding, and though I now thirst 
to love, there will be nothing great, no sacrifice 
in my love, for my earthly life is over, and 
Abraham will not come even with a drop of 
Ii\ing water (that is the gift of earthly active 
life) to cool the fiery thirst of spiritual love 
wdiich burns in me now, though 1 despised it 
on earth; there is no more life for me and will 
be no more time! Even though I would gladly 
give my life for others, it can never be, for 
that life is passed which tan be sacrificed for 
love, and now there is a gulf fixed between 
that life and this existence.” 

They talk of hell fire in the material sense. I 
don’t go into that mystery and I shun it. But 
I think if there w’cre fire in material sense, they 
would be glad of it, for I imagine that in mate- 
rial agony, their still greater spiritual agony 
wouki be forgotten lor a moment. Moreover, 
that spiritual agony cannot be taken from 
them, for that Miflering is not external but 
within them. And if it could be taken from 
them, I think il would be bitterer still for the 
uidiappy creatures. For even ijT the righteous 
in Paradise forgave them, beholding their 
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torments, and called them up to heaven in 
their infinite love, they would only multiply 
their torments, for they would arouse in them 
still more keenly a flaming thirst for respon- 
sive, active and grateful love which is now im- 
possible. In the timidity of my heart I imagine, 
however, that the very recognition of this im- 
possibility would serve at last to console them. 
For accepting the love of the righteous together 
with the impossibility of repaying it, by this 
submissivenesS and the effect of this humility, 
they will attain at last, as it were, to a certain 
semblance of that active love which they 
scorned in life, to something like its outward 

expression lam sorry, friends and brothers, 

that I cannot express this clearly. But w'oe to 
those who have slain themselves on earth, woe 
to the suicides! 1 believe that therccan be none 
more miserable than they. They tell us that 
it is a sin to pray for them and outwardly the 
Church, as it were, renounces them, but in my 
secret heart I believe that we may pray even 
for them. Love can never be an offence to 
Christ. For such as those I have prayed inward- 
ly all my life, I confess it, lathers and teachers, 
and even now 1 pray for them every day. 

Oh, there are some who remain proud and 
fierce even in hell, in spite of their certain 
knowledge and contemplation of tlie absolute 
truth; there are some fearful ones who have 
given themselves over to Satan and his proud 
spirit entirely. For such, hell is voluntary and 
ever consuming; they are tortured by their 
own choice. For they have cursed themselves, 
cursing God and life. They live upon their' 
vindictive pride like a starving man in the 
desert sucking blood out of his own body. But 
they are never satisfied, and they refuse for- 
giveness, they curse (iod Who cal Is them. 'Fhcy 
cannot behold the living God without hatred, 
and they cry out that the God ot life should 
be annihilated, that (iocl should destroy Him- 
self and His own creation. And they will burn 
in the fire of their own wrath for ever and 
yearn for death and annihilation. But they will 
not attain to death. . . . 

Here Alexey Fyodorovitch Karamazov's man- 


uscript ends. 1 repeat, it is incomplete and 
fragmentary. Biographical details, for instance, 
cover only Father Zossima’s earliest youth. Of 
his teaching and opinions we find brought to- 
gether sayings evidently uttered on very dif- 
ferent occasions. His utterances during the last 
few hours have not been kept separate from 
the rest, but their general character can be 
gathered from what w'c have in Alexey Fyo- 
dorov itch’s manuscript. 

'Fhe cider’s death came in the end quite un- 
expectedly. For although those who were gath- 
ered about him that last evening realised that 
his death was approaching, yet it was difficult 
to imagine that it would come so suddenly. On 
the contrary, his friends, as I observed already, 
seeing him that night apparently so cheerful 
and talkative, were convimed that there was 
at least a temporary change for the better in 
his condition. Even five minutes hclore his 
death, they said afterwardswonderingly, it was 
impossible to foresee it. lie seemed suddenly 
to feel an acute pain in his chest, he turned 
pale and pressed his hands to his heart. All 
rose from their seats and hastened to him. But 
though suffering, he still looked at them with 
a smile, sank slowly from his (hair on to his 
knees, then bowed his face to the ground, 
stretched out his arms and as though in joyful 
ecstasy, praying and kissing the ground, quiet- 
ly and joyfully gave up his soul to God. 

The news ofhisdeaihspread atoiue tlnough 
the hermitage and reached the nmnastery. The 
nearest friendsof the deceased and those whose 
duty it was from their position began to lay 
out the corpse according to the anc ient ritual, 
and all the monks gathered together in the 
church. And before dawn the news of the death 
reached the town. By the morning all the town 
was talking of the event, and crowds were ficuk- 
ing from the town to the monastery. But this 
subject will be treated in the next book; 1 will 
only add here that before a day had passed 
.something happened so unexpec ted. so strange, 
upsetting, and bewildering in its ellect on the 
monks and the townspeoj)le, that after all 
these years, that day of general suspense is still 
vividly remembered in the town. 



BOOK VII 

Alyosha 


Chapter r. The Breath of Corruption 

T he body of father Zossiina was prepared 
for burial according to the established 
ritual. As is W'ell known, the bodies of 
dead monks and hermits arc not washed. In 
the words of the C.hurrh Ritual: “If any one 
of the monks depart in the Lord, the monk 
designated (that is, whose olfice it is) shall wipe 
the body with warm water, making first the 
sign of the cross with a sponge on the forehead 
of the deceased, on th' breast, on the hands 
and feet and on the knees, and that is enough.” 
All this w'as done by Father Paissy, who then 
clothed the deceased in his monastic garb and 
wrapped him in his cloak, which was, accord- 
ing to custom, somewhat slit to allow of its 
being folded about him in the form of a cross. 
On his head he put a hood wdth an eight- 
cornered cross. The hood was left open and 
the dead man’s face w'as covered with black 
gau/e. In his hands Avas put an ikon of the 
Saviour. Towards morning he was put in the 
coffin which had been made ready long before. 
It was decided to leave the coffin all day in the 
cell, in the larger room in which the elder used 
to receive his visitors and fellow monks. .As the 
deceased was a priest and monk of the strictest 
rule, the Gospel, not the Psalter, had to be read 
over his body by monks in holy orders. The 
reading was begun by Father Iosif immedi- 
ately after the reciuiem service. Father Paissy 
desired later on to read the (iospcl all day and 
flight over his dead friend, but for the present 
he, as w’cll as the Father Superintendent of the 
Hermitage, was very busy and occupied, for 
something extraordinary, an unheard-of, even 
"unseemly” excitement and impatient c*xpecta- 
tion began to be apparent in the monks, and 
the vi*:itors from the monastery hostels, and the 
crowds of people flocking from the town. And 
as time went on, this grew more and more 
marked. Both tlie Superintendent and Fattier 


Paissy did their utmost to calm the general 
bustle and agitation. 

When it was fully daylight, some people be- 
gan bringing their sick, in most cases children, 
with them from the town— as though they had 
been waiting expressly for this moment to do 
so, evidently persuaded that the dead elder’s 
remains had a pow'er of healing, w^hich w'ould 
be immediately made manifest in accordance 
with their faith. It w^as only then apparent how 
uncpiestionably everyone in our town had ac- 
cepted Father Zossiina during his lifetime as 
a great saint. And those who came were far 
from being all of tfie humbler classes. 

This intense expectation on the part of be- 
lievers displayed with such haste, such open- 
ness, even with impatience and almost in.sist- 
ence, impressed Father Paissy as unseemly. 
Though he had long foreseen something t^f the 
sort, the actual manifestation of the feeling 
was beyond anything he had looked for. When 
he came ac ross any of the' monks who displayed 
this exc itement, Father Paissy began to reprove 
them. "Such immediate expectation of some- 
thing extraordinary,” he said, "shows a levity, 
possible to worldly people but unseemly in us.” 

But little attention was paid him ancl Father 
Pacssy noticed it uneasily. Yet he himself (if 
the whole truth must be tolci). secretly at the 
bottom of his heart, cherished almost the same 
hopes and could not but be aware of it, though 
he was indignant at the too impatient expecta- 
tion around him, and saw in it light-minded- 
ness and vanity. Nevertheless, it was particu- 
larly unpleasant to him to meet certain per- 
sons, whcAsc presence aroused in him great mis- 
givings. In the crowd in the dead man’s cell he 
noticed with inward aversion (for which he 
immediately reproached himself) the presence 
of Rakitin ancl of the monk from Obdorsk, 
who was still staying in the monastery. Of both 
of them Father Paissy felt for sojjrte reason sud- 
denly suspicious— though, indeed, he might 
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well have felt the same about others. 

The monk from Obdorskwas conspicuous as 
the most fussy in the excited crowd. He was to 
be seen everywhere; everywhere he was asking 
questions, everywhere he was listening, on all 
sides he was whispering with a peculiar, mys- 
terious air. His expression showed the greatest 
impatience and even a sort of irritation. 

As for Rakitin, he. as appeared later, had 
come so early to the hermitage at the special 
request of Madame Hohlakov. As soon as that 
good-hearted but weak-minded woman, who 
could not herself have been admitted to the 
hermitage, waked and heard of the death of 
Father Zossima, .she was overtaken with such 
intense curiosity that slie promptly despatched 
Rakitin to the hermitage, to keep a careful 
look out and report to her by letter ever half 
hour or so "everything that takes place." She 
regarded Rakitin as a most religious and de- 
vout young man. lie was particularly clever in 
getting round people and assuming whatever 
part he thought most to their taste, if he de- 
tected the slightest advantage to himself from 
doing so. 

It was a bright, clear day, and many of the 
visitors were thronging about the tombs, which 
were particularly numerous round the church 
and scattered here and there about the her- 
mitage. As he walked round the hermitage. 
Father Paissy remembered Alyosha and that 
he had not seen him for some time, not since 
the night. And he had no sooner thought of 
him than he at once noticed him in the farthest 
corner of the hermitage garden, sitting on thef 
tombstone of a monk who had been famous 
long ago for his saintliness. He sat with his 
back to the hermitage and his face to the wall, 
and seemed to be hiding behind the tomb- 
stone. Going up to him. Father Paissy saw that 
he was weeping quietly but bitterly, with his 
face hidden in his hands, and that his whole 
frame was shaking with sobs. Father Paissy 
stood over him for a little. 

“Enough, dear son, enough, dear,” he pro- 
nounced with feeling at last. “Why do you 
weep? Rejoice and weep not. Don't you know 
that this is the greatest of his days? Think only 
where he is now, at this moment!” 

Alyosha glanced at him, uncovering his face, 
which was swollen with crying like a child's, 
but turned away at once without uttering a 
word and hid his face in his hands again. 

“Maybe it is w'ell,” said Father Paissy 
thoughtfully; “weep if you must; Christ has 
sent you those tears.” 


“Your touching tears are but a relief to your 
spirit and will serve to gladden your dear 
heart,” he added to himself, walking away from 
Alyosha, and thinking lovingly of him. He 
moved away quickly, however, for he felt that 
he too might weep looking at him. 

Meanwhile the time was passing; the monas- 
tery services and the requiems for the dead fol- 
lowed in their due course. Father Paissy again 
took Father Iosif's place by the coffin and be- 
gan reading the Gospel. But before three 
o'clock in the afternoon that something took 
place to which I alluded at the end of the last 
bcK)k, something so unexpected by all of us 
and so contrary to the general hope, that, 1 
repeat, this trivial incident has been minutely 
remembered to this day in our town and all 
the surrounding neighbourhood. I may add 
here, for myself personally, that I feel it al- 
most repulsive to recall that cvcntwhich caused 
such frivolous agitation and was such a stum- 
bling-block to many, though in reality it was 
the most natural and trivial matter. 1 should, 
of course, have omitted all mention of it in my 
story, if it had not exerted a very strong inllu- 
ence on the heart and soul of the chief, though 
future, hero of my story, Alyosha, torming a 
crisis and turning-point in his spiritual devrl- 
opment, giving a shock to his intellect, which 
finally strengthened it for ihc iTst of his life 
and gave it a definite aim. 

And so, to return to our story. When before 
dawn they laid Father ZossimaTbody in the 
coffin and brought it into the front room, the 
question of o]>ening the windows was raised 
among those who were around the coffin. But 
this suggestion made casually by someone was 
unanswered and almost unnoticed. Some of 
thfjsc piescnt may perhaps have inwardly no- 
ticed it, only to reflect that the anticipation of 
decay and corruption from tlie body of such a 
saint was an actual absurdity, calling for com- 
passion (if not a smile?) for the lack of faith 
and the frivolity it implied. Fcjr they expected 
something quite different. 

And, behold, soon after midday there were 
signs of something, at first only observed in si- 
lence by those who came in and out and were 
evidently each afraic^ to communicate tlic 
thought in his mind. But by three o’c lock those 
signs had become so clear and unmistakable, 
that the news swiftly reached all the monks 
and visitors in the hermitage, promptly pene- 
trated to the monastery, throwing all the 
monks into amazement, and finally, in the 
shortest possible time, spread to the town, ex- 
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citing everyone in it, believers and unbelievers 
alike. The unbelievers rejoiced, and as tor the 
believers some of them rejoiced even more 
tlian the unbelievers, for “men love the down- 
fall and disgrace of the righteous,” as the de- 
ceased elder had said in one of his exhorta- 
tions. 

The fact is that a smell of decomposition be- 
gan to come from the coffin, grow ing gradually 
more marked, and by three o’clock it was cjuitc 
unmistakable. In all the past history of our 
monastery, no such scandal could be recalled, 
and in no other circumstances could such a 
scandal have been possible, as show'cd itself in 
unseemly disorder immediately after this dis- 
covery among the very monks themselves. Aft- 
erwards, even many years afterwards, some 
seuMible monks w'ere amazed and horrified, 
when they recalled that day, that the scandal 
could have reached such proportions. For in 
the past,monksof very holy life had died, God- 
fearing old men, whose saintliness was ac- 
knowledged by all, yet from their humble 
coffins, too, the breath of corruption had come, 
naturally, as from «!! d ad bodies, but that had 
caused no scandal nor even the slightcstexcite- 
inent. Of course, there had been, in former 
times, sain Is in the monastciy whose memory 
was carelully ]>iescrved and whose relics, ac- 
cording to 1 1 adit ion, showed no signs of cor- 
ruption. I bis lact was regarded by the monks 
as touching and mysterious, and the tradition 
of it was chcrisliecl as something blessed and 
mirac ulous, and as a promise, by God’s grace, 
of still grc*ater glory from their tombs in the 
future. 

One such, whose memory was particularly 
cherished, was an old monk. Job, who had died 
seventy years before at the age ol a hundred 
and five, lie had been a celebrated ascetic, 
rigid in fasting and silence, and his tomb was 
pointed out to all visiterrs on their arrival with 
peculiar respect and mysterious hints of great 
hopes connected with it. (That was the very 
tomb on which Father PaVssy had found A1)0- 
sha sitting in the morning.) Another memory 
cherished in the monastery was that of the fa- 
mous Father Varsonofy, who was only l eceiiily 
dead and had preceded Father Zossima in the 
eldership. lie w'as reverenced during his life- 
time as a crazy saint by all the pilgrims to the 
monastery. There was a tradition that both of 
these had lain in their coffins as though alive, 
that they had show'iino signs of decomposition 
when they W’ere* buried and that there had been 
a holy light in their faces. And some people 


even insisted that a sweet fragrance came from 
their bodies. 

Yet, in spite of the.se edifying memories, it 
would be difficult to explain the frivolity, ab- 
surdity and malice that were manifested beside 
the coffin of Father Zcxssima. It is my private 
opinion that several different causes w'ere simul- 
taneously at work, one of which was the deeply- 
rooted hostility to the institution of elcJers 
as a pernicious innovation, an antipathy hid- 
den deep in the hearts of many of the monks. 
Even more pow'crful was jealousy of the dead 
man's saintliness, so firmly establishcxl during 
his lifetime that it w’as almost a forbidden 
thing to question it. For though the late elder 
had won over many hearts, more by lc»\ e than 
by miracles, and had gathered round him a 
mass of loving adherents, none the less, in fact, 
rather the more on that account he had awak- 
ened jealousy and so had come to have bitter 
enemies, secret and open, not only in the mon- 
astery but in the i^orld outside it. He did no 
one any harm, but “Why do they think him so 
saintly?” And that ejuestion alone, gradually 
repeated, gave rise at last to an intense, insatia- 
ble hatred of him. 'That, I believe, was why 
many people were extremely delighted at the 
smell of decomposition w’hich came so quickly, 
for not a day had passed since his death. At 
the same time there were some among those 
wdio had been hitherto reverently devoted to 
the elder, who w’c*rc almost mortified and per- 
sonally affronted by this incident. This was 
how the thing happened. 

As soon as signsejf decomposition had begun 
to appear, the whole aspect of the monks be- 
trayed their secret moti\cs in entering the cell. 
They w ent in, stayed a littlew hile and hastened 
out to confirm the news to the crowd of other 
monks waiting outside. Some c^f the latter 
shook their heads mournfully, but others did 
not even care to conceal the delight which 
gleamed unmi^takably in their malignant eyes. 
And now no one reproached them for it, no 
one raised his voice in protest, which was 
strange, for the majority of the monks had 
been devoted to the dead elder, but it .seemed 
as though God had in this ca.se let the minority 
get the up|)er hand for a time. 

Visitors from outside, particularly of the edu- 
cated class, soon went into the cell, too, with 
the .same spying intent. Of the peasantry few 
went into the cell, though there were ctowcIs 
of them at the gates of the hcjjinitage. After 
three c»’clock the rush of workfly visitors was 
greatly inc teased and this was no doubt owing 
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to the shocking news. People were attracted 
w'ho would not otherwise have come on that 
day and had not intended to come, and among 
them were some personages of high standing. 
But external decorum was still preserved and 
Father Paissy, with a stern face, continued 
firmly and distinctly readingaloud the Gospel, 
apparently not noticing what was taking place 
around him, though he had, in fact, observed 
something unusual long before. Hut at last the 
murmurs, first subdued but gradually louder 
and more confident, reached even him. “It 
shows Cod's judgment is not as man’s,” Father 
Paissy heard suddenly. The first to give utter- 
ance to this sentiment was a layman, an elderly 
official from the town, known to be a man of 
great piety. But he only repeated aloud what 
the monks had long been whispering. They 
had long before formulated this damning con- 
clusion, and the worst of it was that a sort of 
triumphant satisfaction at that conclusion be- 
came more and more apparent every moment. 
Soon they began to lay aside even external de- 
corum and almost seemed to feel they had a 
sort of right to discard it. 

“And for what reason can this have hap- 
pened,” some of the monks said, at first with 
a show of regret; “he had a small frame and his 
flesh was dried up on his bones, what was there 
to decay?” 

“It must be a sign from heaven,” others 
hastened to add, and their opinion was adopted 
at once without protest. For it was pointed out, 
too. that if the decomposition had been natu; 
ral, as in the case of every dead sinner, it would 
have been apparent later, after a lapse of at 
least twenty-fourhours.but this premature cor- 
ruption “was in excess of nature,” and so the 
finger of God was evident. It was meant for a 
sign. T his conclusion seemed irresistible. 

Gentle Father Iosif, the librarian, a great 
favourite of the dead man’s, tried to reply to 
some of the evil speakers that “this is not held 
everywhere alike,” and that the incorruptibil- 
ity of the bodies of the just was not a dogma of 
the Orthodox Church, but only an opinion, 
and that even in the most Orthodox regions, 
at Athos for instance, they were not g.eatly 
confounded by the smell of corruption, and 
there the chief sign of the glorification of the 
saved was not bodily incorruptibility, but the 
colour of the bones when the bodies have lain 
many years in the earth and have decayed in 
it. “And if the bones are ycllcjw as wax, that is 
the great .sign that the Lord has glorified the 
dead saint, if they are not yellow but black, it 


shows that God has not deemed him worthy of 
such glcny— that is the belief in Athos, a great 
place, where the Orthodox doctrine has been 
preserved Irom of old, unbroken and in its 
greatest purity,” said Father Iosif in conclu- 
sion. 

But the meek Father’s words had little cflect 
and even provoked a mocking retort. “That’s 
all pedantry and innovation, no use listen- 
ing to it,” the monks decided. “We stick to the 
old doc trine; there are all sorts of innovations 
nowadays, arc we to follow them all?” added 
others. 

“We have had as many holy fathers as they 
had. There they are among the Turks, thc'y 
have forgotten everything. Their doc trine has 
long been impure and thc?y have no bells even,” 
the most sneering added. 

Father Iosif walked away, grieving the more 
since he had put lorward his own opinion with 
little confidence as though scarcely believing in 
it himself. He foresaw with distress that some- 
thing very unseemly was beginning and that 
there were positive signs of disobedience. Little 
by little, all the sensible monks were reduced 
to silence like Father Iosif. And so it came to 
pass that all who loved the elder and had ac- 
cepted with devout obedience the instituiion 
of the eldership were all at once terribly cast 
down and glanced timidly in one another's 
faces, when they met. 'Fhose who were hostile 
to the institution of ciders, as uiovclty, held 
up their heads proudly. “ I'here was no smell 
of corruption from the late eldc^r Varsonoty, 
but a sweet fragrance,” they recalled malig- 
nantly. “But he gained that glory not because 
he was an elder, but because he was a holy 
man.” 

And this was followed by a shower of triti- 
ci.sm and c*vcn blame of Father Zossima. “His 
teaching was false: he taught that life is a great 
joy and not a vale of tears,” said some of the 
more unreasonable. “He followed the fasliion- 
able belief, he did not rccc^gnisc material fire 
in hell,” others, still more unreasonable, added. 
“He was not strict in fasting, allowed himself 
swwt things, ale cherry jam with his tea, ladies 
used to send it to him. Is it lor a monk of strict 
rule to drink tea?” could be heard among some 
of the envious. “He sat in pride,” the most 
malignant declared vindictively; “he consid- 
ered himself a saint and he took it as his clue 
when people knelt before him.” “He abused 
the sacrament of confession,” the fiercest op- 
ponents of the institution of elders added in 
a malicious wdrisper. And among these w’ere 
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some of the oldest monks, strictest in their 
devotion, genuine ascetics, who had kept silent 
during the life of the deceased elder, but now 
suddenly unsealed their lips. And this was ter- 
rible, for their words had great influence on 
young monks who were not yet firm in their 
convictions. The monk from Obdorsk heard 
all this attentively, heaving deep sighs and 
nodding his head. “Yes, clearly Father Fera- 
pont was right in his judgment yesterday/* and 
at that moment Father Ferapont himself made 
his appearance, as though on purpose to in- 
crease the confusion. 

1 have mentioned already that he rarely left 
his wooden cell by the apiary. He was seldom 
even seen at church and they overlooked this 
neglect on the ground of his cra/incss, and did 
not keep him to the rules binding on all the 
rest. But if the whole truth is to be told, they 
hardly had a choice about it. For it wf)uld have 
been discreditable to insist on burdening with 
the common regulations so great an ascetic, 
who ])rayed day and night (he even drcjpped 
asleep on his knees). 11 they had insisted, the 
monks would have “He is holier than all 
of us and he follows a rule harder than ours. 
And il he does not go to church, it’s because 
he knows when he ought to; he has his own 
rule.” It was to avoid the chance of these sin- 
lul murmurs that Father Ferapont was left in 
peac c. 

As everyone was aware. Father Ferapont 
particularly disliked Father Zossima. And now 
the news had reached him in his hut that 
"(hul’s judgment is not the same as man’s,” 
and tliat something had happened which was 
“ill excess ol nature.” It may well be supposed 
that among the first to run to him with the 
ncjws was the monk from Obdorsk, who had 
visited him the evening before and leli his cell 
terror-stricken. 

1 have mentioned above, that though Father 
Paissy, standing firm and immovable reading 
the (iospel over the cofRii, could not hear nor 
see what was passing outside the cell, he 
gauged most of it correctly in his heart, for he 
knew the men surrounding him well. He was 
not shaken by it. but awaited what would come 
next without fear, watching with penetration 
and insight for the outcome of the general ex- 
citement. 

Suddenly an extraordinary uproar in the 
passage in open defiance of decorum burst on 
his ears. The door was flung open and Father 
Ferapont appeared in the doorway. Behind 
him there could be seen accompanying him a 


crowd of monks, together with many pecjple 
from the town. They did not, however, enter 
the cell, but stood at the bottom of the steps, 
waiting to see what Father Ferapont would say 
or do. For they felt with a certain awe, in spite 
of their audacity, that he had not come for 
nothing. Standing in the doorway, Father Fera- 
pont raised his arms, and under his right arm 
the keen incpiisitive little eyes of the monk 
from Obdorsk peeped in. He alone, in his in- 
tense furiosity, could not resist running up the 
steps after Father Ferapont. The others, on 
the contrary, pressed farther back in sudden 
alarm when the door was noisily flung open. 
Holding his hands aloft. Father Ferapont sud- 
denly roared: 

“Casting out I cast out!” and, turning in all 
directions, he began at once making the sign 
of the cross at each of the four walls and four 
cornersof the cell in succession. All who accom- 
panied Father Ferapont immediately under- 
stood his action. For they knew he always did 
this wherever he went, and that he would not 
sit down or say a word, till he had driven out 
the evil spirits. 

“Satan, go hence! Satan, go hence!” he re- 
peated at each sign of the cross. “Casting out 
I cast out,” he roared again. 

He was wearing his coarse gowm girt with a 
rope. His bare chest, covered with grey hair, 
could be seen under his hempen shirt. His feet 
were bare. As soon as he began waving his 
arms, the cruel irons he wore under his gown 
could be heard clanking. 

Father Paissy paused in his reading, stepped 
fonvard and stood before him waiting. 

“What have you come for, worthy Father? 
Why do you offend against good order? Why 
do you disturb the peace of the flock?” he said 
at last, looking sternly at him. 

“What have I come for? You ask why? What 
is your faith?” slumted Father Ferapont crazily. 
“I’ve come here to drive out your visitors, the 
unclean devils. I’ve come to see how many 
have gathered here while I have been away. I 
want to sweep them out with a birch broom.” 

“You cast out the evil spirit, but perhaps 
you arc serving him yourself.” Father Paissy 
went on fearlessly. “And who can say of him- 
self ‘1 am holy’? Can you. Father?” 

“I am unclean, not holy. 1 w’oulcl not sit in 
an arm-chair and w'ould not have them bow 
dow'ii to me as an idol,” thundered Father 
Ferapont. “Nowadays folk destroy the true 
faith. The dead man. your saint,” he turned 
to the crowd, pointing with his finger to the 
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coffin, *'did not believe in devils. He gave med- 
icine to keep ofE the devils. And so they have 
become as common as spiders in the comers. 
And now he has begun to stink himself. In 
that we see a great sign from God." 

The incident he referred to was this. One of 
the monks was haunted in his dreams and, 
later on, in waking moments, by visions of evil 
spirits. When in the utmost terror he confided 
this to Father Zossima, the elder had advised 
continual prayer and rigid fasting. But when 
that w'as of no use, he advised him, while per- 
sisting in prayer and fasting, to take a special 
medicine. Many persons were shocked at the 
time and wagged their heads as they talked 
over it— and most of all Father Fcraponi, to 
whom some of the censorious had liastencd to 
report this "extraordinary" counsel on tlie 
part of the elder. 

"Go away. Father!" said Father Pai'ssy, in a 
commanding voice, "it's not for man to judge 
but for God. Perhaps we see here a ‘sign’ which 
neither you, nor I, nor anyone of us is able 
to comprehend. Go, Father, and do not trouble 
the flock!” he repeated impressively. 

"He did not keep the fasts according to the 
rule and therefore the sign has come. That is 
clear and it’s a sin to hide it," the fanatic, car- 
ried aw'ay by a zeal that outstripped his reason, 
would not be quieted. "He was seduced by 
sweetmeats, ladies brought them to him in 
their pockets, he sipped tea, he worshipped his 
belly, filling it with sweet things and his mind 
with haughty thoughts. . . . And for this he is 
put to shame. ..." 

"You speak lightly, Father." Father Paissy, 
too, raised his voice. "I admire your fasting 
and severities, but you speak lightly like some 
frivolous youth, fickle and diildish. Go aw^ay. 
Father, I command you!" Father Paissy thun- 
dered in conclusion. 

“I will go,” said Ferapont, seeming some- 
W'hat taken aback, but still as bitter. "You 
learned men! You arc so clever you look down 
upon my humbleness. 1 came hither with little 
learning and here I have forgotten what 1 did 
know; God Himself has preserved me in my 
weakness from your subtlety " 

Father Pa'fssy stood over him, waiting reso- 
lutely. Father Ferapont paused and, suddenly 
leaning his cheek on his hand dc.spondcntly, 
pronounced in a sing-song voice, looking at 
the coffin of the dead elder: 

"Tomorrow they will sing over him Our 
Helper and Defender--^ splendid anthem— 
and over me when 1 die all they’ll sing will be 


XVhat Earthly /oy— a little canticle,"^ he added 
with tearful regret. "You are proud and puffed 
up, this is a vain place!" he shouted suddenly 
like a madman, and with a wave of his hand 
he turned quickly and quickly descended the 
steps. I'he crotvd awaiting him below wavered; 
some followed him at once and some lingered, 
for the cell was still open, and Father Paissy, 
following Father Ferapont on to the steps, 
stood watching him. But the c.xcited old fanatic 
was not completely .dlcnced. Walking twenty 
steps away, he suddenly turned towards the 
setting Min, raised both his arms and, as though 
someone had cut him dowm, fell to the ground 
with a loud scream. 

"My God has conquered! Christ has con- 
quered the setting sun! "he shouted frantically, 
stretching up his hands to the sun, and falling 
face downwards on the ground, he sobbed like 
a little child, shaken by his tears and spreading 
out his arms on the ground. 'I'hen all rushecl 
up to him; there were exclamations and .sym- 
pathetic sobs ... a kind of fren/y seemed to 
take possession of them all. 

"This is the one who is a saint! This is the 
one who is a holy man!" some tried aloud, los- 
ing their fear. "This is he who should be an 
elder," others added malignantly. 

"He w'ouldn’t be an elder ... he would re- 
fuse ... he wouldn’t serve a cursed innovation 
. . . he w’ouldn’l imitate thcii foolery," other 
voices chimed in at once. And it is hard to say- 
how far they might have gone, but at that mo- 
ment the bell rang summoning them to serv- 
ice. All began tro.ssing themselves at ome. Fa- 
ther I'crapont, too, gr)t up and cro.ssing him- 
self went back to his cell w'ithout looking 
round, still uttering extlamaiions which were 
utterly incoherent. A few followed him, but the 
greater number dispersed, hastening to serv- 
ice. Father Paissy let Father Iosif read in his 
place and went down. The frantic outcries of 
bigots could not .shake him, but his heart was 
suddenly filled w'ith melancholy for some spe- 
cial reason and he felt that. He stood still and 
suddenly wondered, "Why am 1 sad even to 
dejection?" and immediately grasped w'ith sur- 
pri.se that his sudden sadness was clue to a very 
small and special cause. In the crowd throng- 
ing at the entrance to the cell, he had noticed 
Alyosha and he remembered that he had felt 

* When a monk's body is carried out from the 
cell to the church and from the church to the 
graveyard, the canticle What Earthly Joy . . .” is 
sung. If the dccea.scd was a priest as well as a monk 
the canticle Our Helper and Defender is sung in- 
stead. 
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at once a pang at heart on seeing him. *'Can 
that boy mean so much to my heart now?” he 
asked himself, wondering. 

At that moment Alyosha passed him, hurry- 
ing away, but not in the direction of the 
church. Their eyes met. Alyosha quickly turned 
away his eyes and dropped them to the ground, 
and from the boy’s look alone. Father Paissy 
guessed what a great change was taking place 
in him at that moment. 

“Have you, too, fallen into temptation?” 
cried Father Paissy. ”C^an you be with those of 
little faith?” he added mournfully. 

Alyosha stood still and gazed vaguely at 
Father Paissy, but quickly turned his eyes away 
again and again looked on the ground. lie 
stood sideways and did not turn his face to 
Father Paissy, who w'atched him attentively. 

“Where are you hastening? The bell calls to 
service,” he asked again, but again Alyosha 
gave no answer. 

“Are you leaving the hermitage? What, with- 
out asking leave, without asking a blessing?** 

Al\osha suddenly gave a wry smile, cast a 
strange, very strange. \K^k at the Father to 
whom his lormer guide, the former sovereign 
i)f his heart and mind, his beloved elder, had 
confided him as he lay dying. And suddenly, 
still without speaking, waved his hand, as 
though not caring even to be resj)ecttul, and 
with rapid steps walked towards the gates a- 
way from the hermitage. 

"You will come back again!” murmured 
Father Paissy, looking after him with sorrow- 
iul surprise. 

Cshal)tcr 2. A Critical Moment 
Fatiifr Pai.ssy, of course, was not wrong when 
he decided that his “dear boy” would come 
back again. Perhaps indeed, to some extent, 
he penetrated with insight into the true mean- 
ing of Alyosha’s spiritual conditi(»n. Yet I must 
frankly own that it would be very difficult for 
me to give a clear account of that strange, 
vague moment in the life of the young hero I 
love so much. To Father Paissy’s sorrowful 
c|uestion, “Are you too with those of little 
faith?’’ I could, of course, confidently answer 
for Alyosha, “No, he is not with those of little 
faith. Quite the contrary.” Indeed, all his trou- 
ble came from the fact that he was of great 
faith. Hut still the trouble was there and was 
so agtjnising that even long afterwards Alyo- 
sha tlmught of that sorrowful day as one of the 
bitterest and most fatal days of his life. If the 
(question is asked: “Could all his grief and dis- 


turbance have been only due to the fact that 
his elder's body had shown signs of premature 
decomposition instead of at once performing 
miracles?” 1 must answer without beating 
about the bush, “Yes, it certainly was.” I would 
only beg the reader not to be in too great a 
hurry to laugh at my young hero’s pure heart. 

I am far from intending to apologise for him 
or to justify his innocent faith on the ground 
of his youth, or the little progress he had made 
in his studies, or any .such reason. I must de- 
clare, on the contrary, that 1 have genuine re- 
spect for the qualities of his heart. No doubt 
a youth who received impressions cautiou.sly, 
whose love was lukew^arm, and who.se mind 
was too prudent for his age and so of little 
value, such a young man might, I admit, have 
avoided what happened to my hero. Hut in 
some cases it is really more creditable to be 
carried away by an emotion, hf)wcvcr unrea- 
sonable, which springs from a great love, than 
to be unmoved. And this is even truer in youth, 
for a young man who is always sensible is to 
be suspected and is of little worth— that’s my 
opinion! 

“Hut,” reasonable people will exclaim per- 
haps, “evei 7 young man cannot believe in 
such a superstition and your hero is no model 
for others.” 

1*0 this I reply again, “Yes! my hero had 
faith, a faith holy and steadfa.«t, but still I am 
not going to apc:)logise for him.” 

1 hough I declared above, and perhaps too 
hastily, that 1 should not explain or justify 
my hero, 1 see that some explanation is neces- 
sary for the understanding of the rest of my 
sl«>ry. Let me say then, it was not a question of 
miracles. There was no frivolous and impa- 
tient expec lation of miracles in his mind. And 
Aly»)sha needed no miracles at the time, for 
the triumph ol some preconceived idea— oh 
no. not at all— what he saw before all was one 
figure— the figure of his beloved elder, the fig- 
ure of that holy man whom he revered with 
such adoration. I'he fact is that all the love 
that lay concealed in his pure young heart 
for everyone and everything had, for the past 
year, been com enirated— and perhaps wTongly 
so— on one being, his beloved elder. It is true 
that being had lor .so long been accepted by 
him as his ideal, that all his young strength 
and energy could not but turn towards that 
ideal, even to the forgetting at the moment“of 
everyone and everything.” He .remembered 
afterwards how\ on that terrible day, he had 
entirely forgotten his brother Dmitri, about 
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whom he had been so anxious and troubled 
the day before: he had forgotten, too, to take 
the two hundred roubles to Ilusha's father, 
though he had so warmly intended to do so the 
preceding evening. But again it was not mir- 
acles he needed but only “the higher justice” 
which had been in his belief outraged by the 
blow that had so suddenly and cruelly wound- 
ed his heart. And what does it signify that this 
“justice” looked for byAlyosha inevitably took 
the shape of miracles to be wrf)ught immedi- 
ately by the ashes of his adored teacher? Why, 
everyone in the monastery cherished the same 
thought and the same hope, even those whose 
intellects Alyosha revered. Father Pai'ssy him- 
self, for instance. And so Alyosha, untroubled 
by doubts, clothed his dreams too in the same 
form as all the rest. And a whole year of life 
in the monastery had formed the habit of this 
expectation in his heart. But it was justice, 
justice, he thirsted for, not simply miracles. 

And now the man who should, he believed, 
have been exalted above everyone in the whole 
wwld, that man, instead of receiving the glory 
that was his due, was suddenly degraded and 
dishonoured! What for? Who had judged him? 
Who could have decreed this? "l'lu)sc were the 
questions that wrung his inexperienced and 
virginal heart. He could not endure without 
mortification, without resentment even, that 
the holiest of holy men should have been ex- 
posed to the jeering and spiteful mockery of 
the frivolous crowd so inferior to him. Even 
had there been no miracles, had there beep 
nothing marvellous to justify his hopes, why 
this indignity, why this humiliation, why this 
premature decay, “in excess of nature,” as the 
spiteful monks said? Why this “sign from heav- 
en,” which they so triumphantly acclaimed in 
company with P'ather Ferapont, and why did 
they believe they had gained the right to ac- 
claim it? Where is the finger of Providence? 
Why did Providence hide its face “at the most 
critical moment” (so Alyosha thought it), as 
though voluntarily submitting to the blind, 
dumb, pitiless laws of nature? 

That was why Alyosha’s heart was bleeding, 
and, of course, as I have said already, the sting 
of it all was that the man he loved above every- 
thing on earth should be put to shame and 
humiliated! T his murmuring may have been 
shallow and unreasonable in my hero, but I 
repeat again for the third time— and am pre- 
pared to admit that it might be difficult to de- 
fend my feeling— I am glad that my hero 
showed himself not too reasonable at that mo- 


ment, for any man of sense will always come 
back to reason in time, but, if love does not 
gain the upper hand in a boy's heart at such 
an exceptional moment, when will it? I will 
not, however, omit to mention something 
strange, which came for a time to the surface 
of Alyosha’s mind at this fatal and obscure mo- 
ment. This new something was the harassing 
impression left by the conversation with Ivan, 
which now persistently haunted Alyosha's 
mind. At this moment it haunted him. Oh, it 
was not that something of the fundamental, 
elemental, so to speak, faith of his soul had 
been shaken. He loved his God and believed 
in Him steadfastly, though he was suddenly 
murmuring against Him. Yet a vague but tor- 
menting and evil impression left by his con- 
versation w^ith Ivan the day before, suddenly 
revived again now in his soul and seemed forc- 
ing its way to the surface of his consciousness. 

It had begun to get dusk when Rakitin, 
crossing the pine copse from the hermitage to 
the monastery, suddenly noticed Alyosha, ly- 
ing face downwards on the ground under a 
tree, not moving and apparently asleep. He 
went up and called him by his name. 

“You here, Alexey? Can you have ” he 

began wondering but broke oft. He had meant 
to say, “Can you have come to this?” 

Alyosha did not look at him, but from a 
slight movement Rakitin at once saw that he 
heard and understood him. 

“What's the matter?” he went on; but the 
surprise in his face gradually passed into a 
smile that became more and more ironical. 

“1 say. Eve been looking for you for the 
last two hours. You suddenly disapj)eared. 
What are you about? What foolery is this? Y'oii 
might just look at me . . .” 

Alyosha raised his head, sat up and leaned 
his back against the tree. He was not crying, 
but there was a look of suffering and irritabil- 
ity in his face. He did not look at Rakitin, 
however, but looked away to one side of him. 

“Do you know' your face is quite changed? 
There's none of your famous mildness to be 
seen in it. Arc you angry with someone? Have 
they been ill-treaiing you?” 

“Let me alone,” said Alyosha suddenly, with 
a weary gesture of his hand, still looking away 
from him. 

“Oho! So that's how w'e arc feeling! So you 
can shout at people like other mortals. That is 
a come-down from the angels. I say, Alyosha, 
you have surprised me, do you hear? J mean it. 
It’s long since I've been surprised at anything 
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here. I always took you for an educated man. brother Ivan set off to Moscow this morning. 
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Alyosha at last looked at him, but vaguely, 
as though scarcely understanding what he said. 

“Can you really be so upset simply because 
your old man has begun to stink? You don't 
mean to say you seriously believed that he was 
going to work miracles?’* exclaimed Kakitin, 
genuinely surprised again. 

“I believed, I believe, I want to believe, and 
I will believe, what more do you want?” cried 
Alyosha irritably. 

“Nothing at all, my boy. Damn it all! why, 
no schoolboy of thirteen believes in that now. 
But there ... So now you arc in a temper with 
your God, you are rebelling against Him; He 
hasn’t given promotion. He hasn’t bestowed 
the order f)f merit! Eh, you are a set!** 

Alyosha ga/ed a long while with hiseyeshalf 
closed at Rakitin, and tlicie was a sudden gleam 
in his eyes . . . but not of anger with Rakitin. 

“I am not rebelling against my God: I sim* 
ply ‘don’t accept His world.' ’’ Alyosha sud- 
denly smiled a forced smile. 

“How do you iiunu y^ni don’t accept the 
world?” Rakitin thought a moment over his 
answer. “What idiocy is this?’’ 

Alyosha did not answer. 

“Ck)nie, enough nonsense, now to business. 
Have you had anything to eat to-day?’’ 

“I don’t remember. ... X think I have.” 

“You need keej)ing up to judge by your 
face. It makes one soiry to look at you. Y'ou 
didn’t sleep all night either, I hear; you had a 
meeting in there. And then all this bobbery 
afterwards. Most likely you’ve had nothing to 
eat but a mouthful of holy bread. I’ve got some 
sausage in my pocket; I’ve brought it from the 
town in case of need, c^nly you won't eat sau- 
sage ’’ 

“Give me some." 

“I say! You arc going it! Why, it’s a regular 
mutiny, with barricades! Well, my boy, we 
must make the most of it. Come to my place. 
... 1 shouldn’t mind a drop of vodka myself, 

I am tired to death. Vodka is going too far for 
you, I suppose ... or w^ould you like some?’’ 

“Give me some vodka too.’’ 

“Hullo! You surprise me, brother!’’ Rakitin* 
looked at him in amazement. “Well, one way 
or another, vodka or sausage, this is a jolly fine 
chance and mustn’t be missed. (a>me along.” 

Alyo.sha got up in silence and followed Raki- 
tin. 

“If your little brother Ivan could see this— 
wouldn’t he be surprised 1 By the way, your 


did you know?” 

“Yes,” answered Alyosha listlessly, and sud- 
denly the image of his brother Dmitri rose be- 
fore his mind. But only for a minute, and 
though it reminded him of something that 
must not be put off for a moment, some duty, 
some terrible obligation, even that reminder 
made no impression on him, did not reach his 
heart and instantly faded out of his mind and 
was forgr)tten. But, a long while afterwards, 
Alyosha remembered this. 

“Your brother Ivan declared once that I was 
a ‘liberal booby with no talents whatsoever.’ 
Once you, too, could not resist letting me 
know I was ‘dishonourable.’ Well! I should 
like to see what your talents and sense of hon- 
our wdll do for you now.” This phrase Rakitin 
finished to himself in a whisper. 

“Listen!” he said aloud, “let’s go by the path 
beyond the monastery straight to the town. 
H’m! I ought to gri^to Madame Hoh Iakov’s by 
the way. Only fancy, I’ve written to tell her 
everything that happened, and would you be- 
lieve it, she answered me instantly in pencil 
(the lady has a passion for writing notes) that 
‘she would never have expected such conduct 
from a man of such a reverend character as 
Father Zossima.’ That was her very word: ‘con- 
duct.’ She is angry too. Eh, you are a set! Stay!” 
he cried suddenly again. He suddenly stopped 
and taking Al)osha by the shoulder made him 
stop too. 

“Do you know, Alyosha,” he peeped inc^uisi- 
tively into his eyes, absorbed in a sudden 
new thought which had dawned on him, and 
though he was laughing outwardly he was evi- 
dently afraid to utter that new idea aloud, 
so dilTicult he still found it to believe in the 
strange and unexpected mood in which he 
now saw Alyosha. “Alyosha, do you know 
where we had better go?” he brought out at 
last timidly, and insinuatingly. 

“I don’t care . . . where you like.” 

“Let’s go to Grushenka, eh? Will you come?” 
pronounced Rakitin at last, trembling with 
timid suspense. 

“Let’s go to Grushenka,” Alyosha answered 
calmly, at once, and this prompt and calm 
agreement was such a surprise to Rakitin that 
he almost started back. 

“Well! I say!” he cried in amazement, but 
seizing Alyosha firmly by the arm he led him 
along the path, still dreading that he would 
change his mind. < 

They walked along in silence; Rakitin was 
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positively afraid to talk. 

“And how glad she will be, how delightedl” 
he muttered, but lapsed into silence again. 
And indeed it was not to please Grushenka he 
W'as taking Alyosha to her. He was a practical 
person and never undertook anything without 
a prospect of gain for himself. His object in 
this case was twofold, first a revengeful desire 
to sec “the downfall of the righteous,’* and Al- 
yosha’s fall “from the saints to the sinners,” 
over which he was already gloating in his im- 
agination. and ill the second place he had in 
view a certain material gain for himself, of 
which more wdll be said later. 

“So the critical moment has come.” he 
thought to himself with spiteful glee, “and we 
shall catch it on the hop, for it's just what we 
want.” 

Chapter 5. An Onion 
GRUSHE.NKA Hvcd in the busiest part of the 
town, near the cathedral scpiare, in a small 
w'ooden lodge in the courtyard belonging to 
the house of the widow Moro/ov. The house 
was a large stone building of two stories, old 
and very ugly. The widow led a secluded life 
with her two unmarried nieces, who were also 
elderly women. She had no need to let her 
lodge, but everyone knew that she had taken 
in Grushenka as a lodger, four years before, 
solely to please her kinsuian, the merchant 
Samsonov, who was known to be the girl’s pro- 
tector. It tvas said that the jealous old man’s 
object in placing his “favourite” wdth the wid- 
ow Morozov was that the old w’oman should 
keep a sharp eye on her new lodger’s conduct. 
But this sharp e)e soon j^roved to be unneces- 
sary, and in the end the widow Morozov sel- 
dom met Grushenka and did not w'orry her 
by looking alter her in any way. It is true that 
four years had passed since the old man had 
brought the slim, delicate, shy, timid, dreamy, 
and sad girl of eighteen from the chief town 
of the province, and much had happened since 
then. Little was known of the girl’s history in 
the town and that liitle was vague. Nothing 
more had been learnt dining the last font 
years, even after many persons had become in- 
terested in the beautiful young woman into 
whom Agrafena Alexandrovna had meanwhile 
developed. There were rumours that she had 
been at seventeen betrayed by someone, some 
sort of ofliccr, and immediately afterwards 
abandoned by him. T he ollicer had gone away 
and afterwards married, while Grushenka had 
been left in poverty and disgrace. It was said. 


however, that though Grushenka had been 
raised from destitution by the old man, Sam- 
sonov, she came of a respectable family be- 
longing to the clerical class, that she was the 
daugiitcT of a deacon or something of the sort. 

And now after four years the sensitive, in- 
jured and pathetic little orphan had become a 
plump, rosy beauty of the Russian type, a wom- 
an of bold and determined character, proud 
and insolent. She had a good head for busi- 
ness, was acquisitive, saving and cateful, and 
by fair means or foul had siicceedc'd. it was 
said, in amassing a little foruine. There was 
only one point on w’hich all were agreed. Gru- 
sheiika w.as not easily to be approached and, 
except her aged protector, there had not been 
one man who could boast of her favours dur- 
ing those four years. It w^as a positive fact, for 
there had been a good many, especially during 
the last two years, who had attcniptc*d to ob- 
tain those favours. But all their efloits had 
been in \ain and some of thc?sc suitors liad 
been forced to beat an undignilicd and even 
comic retreat, owdng to the firm and ironical 
resistance they met from the strong-willed 
young person. It was known, too, that the 
yemng person had, especially of late, been giv- 
en to what is called “s[)cculation,” and tliat 
she had shown marked abilities in that direc- 
tion, so that many })eople l)Cgan to say that she 
was no belter than a jew. It was not that she 
lent money on interest, but it,j^'as known, for 
instance, that she had for some time past, in 
partnership with old Kaiamazov. actually in- 
vested in the purchase of bad debts tor a tritle, 
a tenth of their nominal value, and alierwards 
had made out of them ten times their value. 

The old widower Samsonov, a man of large 
fortune, was stingy and merciless. He tyran- 
nised over his grown up sons, but, for the last 
year during which he had been ill and lost the 
use of his sw'ollen legs, he had fallen greatly 
under the influence of his protc^gcJie, whom he 
had at first kept strictly and in humble sur- 
roundings, “on Lenten fare,” as the wits said 
at the time. But Giushenka had succeeded in 
emancipating herself, while she established in 
him a boundle.ss belief in her fidelity. The old 
»man, now long since dead, had had a large 
bu.sincss in his day and was also a noteworthy 
character, miserly and hard as lint. Though 
Giuslienka’s hold upon him was so strong that 
he could not live without her (it had been so 
especially for the last two years), he did not 
settle any considerable fortune on her and 
would not have been moved to do so, if she 
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had threatened to leave him. But he had pre- 
sented her with a small sum» and even that was 
a surprise to everyone when it became known. 

“You are a wench with brains,” he said to 
her, when he gave her eight thousand roubles, 
“and you must look after yourself, but let me 
tell you that except your yearly allowance as 
before, you’ll get nothing more from me to the 
day of my death, and I’ll leave you nothing in 
my will either.” 

And he kept his word; he died and left every- 
thing to his sons, whom, with their wives and 
children, he had treated all his life as servants, 
(^rushenka was not even mentioned in his will. 
All this became known afterwards. lie helped 
Grushenka with his advice to increase her cap- 
ital and put business in her way. 

When Fyodor Pavlovitch, who first came in- 
to contact wiih Grushenka over a piece of 
speculation, ended to his own surprise by fall- 
ing madly in love with her, old Samsonov, 
gravely ill as he was, was immensely amused. It 
is remarkable that throughout their whole ac- 
quaintance Grushenka was absolutely and 
spontaneously opcm the old man, and he 
seems to have been tlie only person in the 
world w’ith whom she was so. Of late, when 
Dmitri too h.id come on the si cue with his 
love, the old man left off laughing. On the 
contrary, he onic ga\c Grushenka a stern and 
earnest piece of advice. 

“If you have to choose between the two, fa- 
ther or son, you’d better choose the old man, 
if only you make sure the old scoundrel will 
marry )ou and settle some fortune on you be- 
forehand. But don’t keep on with the captain, 
you’ll get no good out of that.” 

riiese w'cre the very words of the old prof- 
ligate, who felt already that his death was 
not far off and who actually died five months 
later. 

1 wdll note, too, in passing, that although 
many in our town knew' of the grotcs(|uc and 
monstrous rivalry of the Karama/ovs, father 
and son, the object of which was (Jrushenka, 
scarcely anyone understood what really under- 
lay her attitude to both of them. Even Gru- 
shenka’s two servants (after the catastrophe 
of which we wdll speak later) testified in court 
that she received Dmitri Fyodorovitch simply 
from fear because “he threatened to murder 
her.” 7 'hese servants were an old cook, in- 
validish and almost deaf, who came from Gru- 
shenka’s old home, and her granddaiightcT, a 
smart young girl of twc;nty, who performed the 
duties of a maid. Grushenka lived very eco- 


nomically and her surroundings were anything 
but luxurious. Her lodge consisted of three 
rooms furnished with mahogany furniture in 
the fashion of 1820, belonging to her land- 
lady. 

It was quite dark when Rakitin and Alyosha 
entered her rooms, yet they were not lighted 
up. Grushenka was lying down in her drawing- 
room on the big, hard, clumsy sofa, with a ma- 
hogany back. I'he sofa was covered with shab- 
by and ragged leather. Under her head she had 
two white down pillows taken from her bed. 
She was lying stretched out motionless on her 
back with her hands behind her head. She was 
dressed as though expecting someone, in a 
black silk dress, with a dainty lace fichu on 
her head, which w^as very becoming. Over her 
shoulders was thrown a lace shawl pinned with 
a massive gold brooch. She certainly w’as ex- 
pecting someone. She lay as though impa- 
tient and weary, her face rather pale and her 
lips and eyes hot, restlessly tapping the arm of 
the sofa with the tip of her right foot. The ap- 
pearance of Rakitin and Alyosha caused a 
slight excitement. From the hall they could 
hear Grushenka leap up from the sofa and 
cry out in a frightened voice, “Who’s there?” 
But the maid met the visitors and at once 
called back to her mistress. 

“It’s not he, it’s nothing, only other visi- 
tors.” 

“What can be the matter?” muttered Raki- 
tin, leading Alyosha into the draw’ing-room. 

Grushenka w asstandingby the sofa as though 
still alarmed. A thick coil of her dark brown 
hair escaped from its lacc covering and fell on 
her right shoulder, but she did not notice it 
and did not put it back till she had ga/cd at 
her visitors and recognised them. 

“.\h, it’s you, Rakitin? You quite frightened 
me. ^Vhom have you brought? \Vho is this with 
you? Good heavens, you have brought himi” 
she exclaimed, recognising Alyosha. 

“Do send for candles!” said Rakitin, with 
the free-and-easy air of a most intimate friend, 
who is privileged to give orders in the house. 

“Candles ... of course, candles. . . . Fenya, 
fetch him a candle. . . . Well, you have chosen 
a moment to bring him!” she exclaimed again, 
nodding towuids Alyosha, and turning tc^ the 
looking-glass she began quickly fastening up 
her hair with both hands. She seemed dis- 
pleased. 

“Haven’t I managed to please you?” asked 
Rakitin. instantly almost ofi'enc^d. 

“You frightened me, Rakitin, that's what it 
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is.” Gnishenka turned with a smile to Alyosha. 
“Don't be afraid of me, my dear Alyosha, you 
cannot think how glad I am to see you, my un- 
expected visitor. But you frightened me, Kaki- 
tin, I thought it was Mitya breaking in. You 
see, I deceived him just now,l made him prom- 
ise to believe me and I told him a lie. 1 told 
him that 1 was going to spend the evening with 
my old man. Kuzma Kuzniitch, and should be 
there till late counting up his money. I always 
spend one w'hole evening a week with him 
making up his accounts. We lock ourselves in 
and he counts on the reckoning beads while I 
sit and put things down in the book. I am the 
only person he trusts. Mitya believes that I am 
there, but I came back and have been sitting 
locked in here, expecting some news. How was 
it Fenya let you in? Fenya, Fenya, run out to 
the gate, open it and look about whether the 
captain is to be seen! Perhaps he is hiding and 
spying. I am dreadfully frightened.” 

“There's no one there, Agrafena Alexan- 
drovna. I've just looked out; 1 keep running to 
peep through the crack; I am in fear and trem- 
bling myself.'' 

“Are the shutters fastened, Fenya? And we 
must draw the curtains— that's better!" She 
drew the heavy curtains herself. “He’d rush in 
at once if he saw a light. I am afraid of your 
brother Mitya to-day, Alyosha.” 

Grushenka spoke aloud, and, though she was 
alarmed, she seemed very happy about some- 
thing. 

“Why are you so afraid of Mitya to-day?” 
inquired Rakitin. “I should have thought you 
were not timid with him.you’dtwisthim round 
your little finger.” 

“I tell you, I am expecting news, priceless 
news, so I don’t want Mitya at all. And he 
didn't believe. I feel he didn’t, that I should 
stay at Ku/ma Ku/initch's. He must be in his 
ambush now, behind Fyodor Pavlovitch's, in 
the garden, watthing for me. And if he’s there, 
he won’t come here, so much the better! But I 
really have been to Kuzma Kuzmitth's, Mitya 
escorted me there. 1 told him 1 should stay 
there till midnight, and I asked him to be sure 
to come at midnight to fetch me home. He 
went aw'ay and I sat ten minutes with Ku/ma 
Kuzmitch and came back here again. Ugh, I 
was afraid. 1 ran for fear of meeting him.” 

“And why are you so dressed up? What a 
curious cap you've got on!” 

“How curious you are yourself, Rakitin! I 
tell you, I am expecting a message. If the mes- 
sage comes, I shall fly, I shall gallop away and 


you will see no more of me. That’s why I am 
dressed up, so as to be ready.” 

“And w'here are you flying to?” 

“If you know too much, you’ll get old too 
soon.” 

“Upon my word! You are highly delighted 
. . . I've never seen you like this before. You 
are dressed up as if you were going to a ball.” 
Rakitin looked her up and down, 

“Much you know about balls.” 

“And do you know much about them?” 

“I have seen a ball. The year before last, 
Ku/ma Kuzmitch's son was married and I 
looked on from the gallery. Do you suppose 
I w'ant to be talking to you, Rakitin. while a 
prince like this is standing here. Such a visitor! 
Alyosha, my dear boy. I gaze at you and can’t 
believe my eyes. Good heavens, can you have 
come here to see me! To tell you the truth, I 
never had a thought of seeing you and I didn't 
think that you would ever come and see me. 
Though this is not the moment now, I am aw- 
fully glad to see you. Sit down on the sofa, 
here, that’s right, my bright young moon. I 
really can’t lake it in even now. . . . Kh, Raki- 
tin, if only you had brought him yesterday or 
the day before! But I am glad as it is! Perhaps 
it's better he has come luiw, at sndi a moment, 
and not the dav before yesterday.” 

She gailysat down beside Alyosha on the sofa, 
looking at him with positive delight. And she 
really was glad, she was not lying when she 
said so. Her eyes glowed, her lips laughed, but 
it was a good-hearted merry laugh. Alyosha had 
not expected to see such a kind expression in 
her face. ... He had hardly met her till the 
day before, he had formed an alarming idea of 
her, and had been horribly distressed the day 
before by the spiteful and treacherous trick 
she had played on Katerina Ivanovna. He was 
greatly surprised to find her now altogether 
different from what he had expected. And, 
crushed as he was by his own sorrow, his eyes 
involunt.'irily rested onher withatiention. ller 
whole manner seemed changed for the better 
since yesterday, there was scarcely any trace of 
that mawkish sweetness in her speech, of that 
voluptuous softness in her movements. Kvery- 
thing was simple and good-natured, her ges- 
tures were rapid, direct, confiding, but she was 
greatly exc ited. 

“Dear me, how everything comes together 
to-day!” she chattered on again. “And why I 
am so glad to see you, Alyosha, 1 couldn’t say 
myself! If you ask me, I ccmldn't tell you.” 

“Come, don't you know why you're glad?” 



Alyosha i8j 


said Rakitin, grinning. ‘*You used to be always 
pestering me to bring him, you'd some object, 
I suppose." 

"1 had a different object once, but now that's 
over, this is not the moment. I say, 1 want you 
to have something nice. I am so good natured 
now. You sit down, too, Rakitiii; why arc you 
standing? You’ve sat down already? There’s no 
fear of Rakitin's forgetting to look after him- 
self. Look, Alyosha, he's sitting there opposite 
us, so offended that I didn’t ask him to sit 
down before you. Ugh, Rakitin is such a one 
to take offence!" laughed Grushenka. "Don't 
be angry, Rakitin, I’m kind to-day. Why arc 
yc3U so depressed, Alyosha? Arc you afraid of 
me?" She peeped into his eyes with merry 
mockery. 

"He’s sad. The promotion has not been 
given," boomed Rakitin. 

"What promotion?" 

"II is elder slinks." 

"What? You are talking some nonsense, you 
want to say something nasty. Be quiet, you stu- 
pid! I.etmesit on yourktiee, Alyosha, like this." 
She suddenly skip^..cd hiiward and jumped, 
laughing, on his knee, like a nestling kitten, 
with her right arm about his neck. "I’ll cheer 
you up, my pious boy. Yes, really, w'ill you let 
me sit on your knee? You won’t be angry? If 
you tell me, I’ll get oft?” 

Alyosha did not speak. He sat afraid to 
move, he heard her words, "If you tell me. I'll 
get off," but he did not answer. But there was 
nothing in his heart siuh as Rakitin, tor in- 
stance, watching him malignantly from his 
corner, might have expected or fancied, F'he 
great grief in his heart swallowed up every 
sensatiem that might have lieen aroused, and, 
if only he could have thought clearly at that 
moment, he would have realised that he had 
now the strongest armour to protec t him from 
every lust and temptation. Yet in spite of the 
vague irresponsivenc^ss of his spiritual condi- 
tion and the sorrow that overwhelmed him, 
he could not help wondering at a new and 
.strange sensation in his heart. This woman, 
this "dreadful" woman, had no terror tor him 
now\ none of that terror that had stirred in his 
soul at any passing thought of woman. On the 
contrary, this woman, dreaded above all wom- 
en, sitting now on his knee, holding him in 
her arms, aroused in him now a quite ditterent, 
unexpected, peculiar feeling, a feeling of the 
in tensest and purest interest without a trace 
ol fc^ar, of his former terrcir. That was what in- 
stinctively surprised him. 


"You’ve talked nonsense enough,” cried Ra- 
kitin, "you’d much better give us some cham- 
pagne. You owe it me, you know you do!" 

"Yes, I really do. Do you know, Alyosha, I 
promised him champagne on the top of every- 
thing. if he’d bring you? I’ll have some too! 
Fenya, Fenya, bring us the bottle Mitya left! 
Look sharp! Though I am so stingy, I’ll stand 
a bottle, not for you, Rakitin, you're a toad- 
stool, but he is a falcon! And though my heart 
is full ol something very different, so be it. I’ll 
drink with you. I long for some dissipation.” 

“But what is the matter with you? And what 
is this message, may I ask, or is it a secret?" 
Rakitin put in inc|uisitively, doing his best to 
pretend not to notice the snubs that were be- 
ing continually aimed at him. 

"*Ech, it’s not a secret, and you know it, too,” 
Grushenka said, in a voice suddenly anxious, 
turning her head towards Rakitin, and draw- 
ing a little away from Alyosha, though she still 
sat on his knee with her arm round his neck. 
"My officer is coming, Rakitin, my officer is 
coming." 

"I heard he was coming, but is he so near?” 

"He is at Mokroe now; he’ll send a messen- 
ger from there, so he wrote; I got a letter from 
him to-day. I am expecting the messenger every 
minute.” 

"You don’t .say so! Why at Mokroe?” 

"That’s a long story. I’ve told you enough.” 

"Mitya’ll be up to something now— I say! 
Does he know or doesn’t he?’’ 

"I le know! Of course he doesn't. If he knew, 
there would be murder. But I am not afraid of 
that now, I am nc^t afraid of his knife. Be quiet, 
Rakitin. don’t remind me of Dmitri Fyodoro- 
vitch, he has bruised my heart. .Vnd I don't 
want to think of that at this moment. I can 
think of Alyosha here, I can look at Alyc^sha 
. . . smile at me, dear, cheer up, smile at my 
foolishness, at my pleasure. . . . Ah, he’s smil- 
ing. he’s smiling! How kindly he looks at me! 
And you know, Alyosha, I've been thinking 
all this time you were angry with me, because 
of the day before yesterday, because of that 
young lady. I was a cur, that’s the truth. . . . 
But it’s a good thing it happened so. It was a 
horrid thing, but a good thing too." Grushen- 
ka smiled dreamily and a little cruel line 
slmwed in her smile. "Mitya told me that she 
screamed out that I 'ought to be flogged.’ I did 
insult her dreadfully. She sent for me, she 
wanted to make a conquest of me, to win me 
over with her chocolate. . . . No, it’s a good 
thing it did end like that." She smiled again. 
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“But I am still afraid of your being angry.” 

“Yes, that's really true," Rakitin put in sud- 
denly with genuine surprise. “Alyosha, she is 
really afraid of a chicken like you." 

“He is a chicken to you, Rakitin . . . be- 
cause you’ve no conscience, that’s what it is! 
You see, I love him with all my soul, that’s how 
it is! Alyosha, do you believe I love you with 
all my soul?’* 

“Ah. you shameless woman! She is making 
you a declaration, Alexey!" 

“Well, what of it, I love him!" 

“And what about your officer? And the price- 
less message from Mokroe?" 

“That is f|uitc clifterent." 

“That’s a woman’s w'ay of looking at it!" 

“Don’t you make me angry. Rakitin." Gru- 
slienka caught him up hotly. “This is quite 
different. 1 love Alyosha in a different way. 
It’s true, Alyosha, I had sly designs on you be- 
fore. For I am a horrid, violent creature. But 
at other times I’ve looked upon you, Alyosha, 
as my conscience. I’ve kept thinking ‘how any- 
one like that must despise a nasty thing like 
me.' I thought that the day before yesterday, as 
I ran home from the young lady’s. 1 have 
thought of you a long time in that way, Alyo- 
sha, and Mitya knows; I’ve talked to him about 
it. Mitya understands. Would you believe it, I 
.sometimes look at you and iccl ashamed, ut- 
terly ashamed of myself. . . . And how, and 
.since w'hen, 1 began to think about you like 
that, 1 can't say, I don’t remember. . . .’’ 

Fenya came in and put a tray with an un- 
corked bottle and three glasses of champagne 
on the table. 

“Here's the champagne!" cried Rakitin. 
“You’re excited, Agrafena .Alexaiidrovna,and 
not yourself. When )ou've had a gla.ss of cham- 
pagne, you’ll be ready to dance. Fh, they can't 
even do that properly," he added, looking at 
the bottle. “The old woman’s poured it out in 
the kitchen and the bottle’s been brought in 
warm and without a cork. Well, let me have 
some, anyway." 

He went up to the table, took a glass, emptied 
it at one gulp and poured himself out another. 

“One doesn’t often stumble upon cham- 
pagne,’’ he said, licking his lips. “Now, Alyo- 
sha, take a glass, show what you can clcj! What 
shall we drink to? The gates of paradise? 'Fake 
a glass, Grushenka, you drink to the gates of 
paradise, too." 

“What gates of paradise?" 

She took a glass, Alyosha took his, tasted it 
and put it back. 


“No, I’d better not," he smiled gently. 

“And you bragged!" cried Rakitin. 

“Well, if so, I won’t either," chimed in Gru- 
shenka, “I really don't want any. You can 
drink the wdiole bottle alone, Rakitin. If Alyo- 
sha has some, I wdll." 

“What touching sentimentality!" .said Rak- 
itin tauntingly; “and she’s sitting on his knee, 
too! He’s got something to grieve over, but 
what’s the matter with you? He is rebelling 
against his God and ready to eat sau- 
sage. . . .’’ 

“How so?" 

“His elder died to-day. Father Zossima, the 
saint." 

“So Father Zossima is dead," cried Grushen- 
ka. “Good God, I did not knowd" She crossed 
herself devoutly. “Goodness, what have 1 been 
doing, sitting on his knee like this at such a 
moment!" She started up as though in dismay, 
instantly slipped off his knee and sat down on 
the sofa. 

Alyosha bent a long wondering look upon 
her and a light seemed to dawn in his face. 

“Rakitin," he said .suddenly, in a firm and 
loud voice; “don’t taunt me with having re- 
belled against God. I don’t wMtit to leel angry 
with you, so you must be kinder, too; I’ve lost 
a treasure sm h as you have never had, and you 
cannot judge me now\ You had much better 
look at her- do y(»u sec how' sfie has pity on 
me? 1 came here to find a wackt'd soul--l felt 
drawn to evil because I was base and evil my- 
self, and I’ve found a true sister; I have found 
a treasure— a loving heart. She had pity on me 
just now. . . . Agralcna Alexandrovna, I am 
speaking of you. You’ve raised my soul fiom 
the depths." 

Alyosha’s lips were quivering and he caught 
his breath. 

“She has saved you, it seems,’’ laughed Raki- 
tin spitefully. "And .she meant to get you in 
her clutches, do your realise that?" 

“Stay, Rakitin." Gru.shenka jumped up. 
“Hush, both of you. Now I’ll tell you all 
about it. Hush, Alyosha, your words make me 
.ashamed, for 1 am bad and not good— that’s 
what I am. And you hush, Rakitin, because 
you arc telling lies. I had the low idea of try- 
ing to get him in my clutches, but now you arc 
lying, now it’s all different. And don’t let me 
hear anything more from you, Rakitin." 

All this Grushenka said with extreme emo- 
tion. 

“They are both crazy," said Rakitin, look- 
ing at them with amazement. “I feel as though 
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I were in a madhouse. They're both getting so onion all my life, that's the only good deed 


feeble they'll begin crying in a minute." 

"I shall begin to cry, I shall," repeated Gru- 
shenka. "He called me his sister and 1 shall 
never forget that. Only let me tell you, Raki- 
tin, though 1 am bad, 1 did give away an 
onion." 

"An onion? Hang it all, you really are crazy.” 

Rakitin wondered at their enthusiasm. He 
was aggrieved and annoyed, though he might 
have reflected that each of them was just pass- 
ing through a spiritual crisis such as docs not 
come often in a lifetime. But though Rakitin 
was very sensitive about everything that con- 
cerned himself, he was very obtuse as regards 
the feelings and sensations of others— partly 
from his youth and inexperience, partly from 
his intense egoism. 

"You see, Alyosha,” Grushenka turned to 
him with a nervous laugh. "1 was boasting 
when I told Rakitin 1 had given aw'ay an 
onion, but it's not to boast I tell you about it. 
It's only a story, but it’s a niie story. I used to 
hear it when I was a child from Matryona, my 
cook, who is still v ifh -.il. It's like this. Oiue 
upon a time there was a peasant woman and a 
very wicked woman she was. And she died and 
(lid not leave a single good deed behind. The 
devils caught her and plunged her into the 
lake of fire. So her guardian angel stood and 
wondered what good deed of hers he could re- 
member to tell to (^od: ‘She once pulled up an 
onion in her garden,’ said he, ‘and gave it to a 
beggar woman.’ And (iod answered: ‘You take 
that onion then, hold it out to her in the lake, 
and let her take hold and be pulled out, .And 
if you can pull her out of the lake, let her 
come to Paradi.se, but if the onion breaks, then 
the w'oman must stay where she is.' The angel 
ran to the woman and held out the onion to 
her. 'Come,' said he, ‘catch hold and I’ll pull 
you out.' And he began cautiously pulling her 
out. He had just pulled her right out, when 
the other sinners in the lake, seeing how she 
was being draw'ii out, began catching hold of 
her so as to be pulled out with her. But she 
was a very wicked woman and she began kick- 
ing, them. Tm to be pulled out, not you. It’s 
my onion, not yours.' As soon as she said that, 
the onion broke. And the woman fell into the 
lake and she is burning there to this day. So 
the angel wept and went away. So that's the 
story, Alyosha; I know it by heart, for I am 
that wicked woman myself. 1 boasted to Raki- 
tin that I had given away an onion, but to you 
I'll say: *l've done notliing but give away one 


I've done.' So don't praise me, Alyosha, don't 
think me good, I am bad, 1 am a wicked wom- 
an and you make me ashamed if you praise 
me. Eh, I must confess everything. Listen, Al- 
yosha. I was so anxious to get hold of you that 
I promised Rakitin twenty-five roubles if he 
would bring you to me. Stay, Rakitin, wait!" 

She went with rapid steps to the table, 
opened a drawer, pulled out a purse and took 
from it a twenty-five rouble note. 

“What nonsense! What nonsense!” cried 
Rakitin, disconcerted. 

"Take it. Rakitin, I ow^e it you, there's no 
fear of your refusing it, you asked for it your- 
self.” And she threw the note to him. 

"Likely I should refuse it,”bfK)med Rakitin, 
obviously abashed, but carrying off his confu- 
sion with a swagger. "That will come in very 
handy; fools are made for wise men’s profit.” 

"And now hold your tongue, Rakitin, what 
I am going to say riow is not for your ears. Sit 
down in that corner and keep quiet. You don’t 
like us, so hold your tongue." 

"What should I like you for?” Rakitin 
snarled, not concealing his ill-humour. He put 
the twenty-five rouble note in his pocket and 
he felt ashamed at Alyosha's seeing it. He had 
reckoned on receiving his payment later, with- 
out .Alyosha’s knowing of it, and now, feeling 
ashamed, he lost his temper. Till that moment 
he had thought it discreet not to contradict 
Grushenka too flatly in spite of her snubbing, 
since he had something to get c3Ut of her. But 
now he, too, w’as angry: 

"One loves people for some reason, but what 
have cither of you done for me?" 

"You should love people without a reason, 
as /Myosha does." 

"How does he love you? How has he shenvn 
it, that you make such a fuss about it?” 

Grushenka was standing in the middle of 
the room; she spoke Avith heat and there wxre 
hysterical notes in her voice. 

"Hush. Rakitin, you know’ nothing about 
usl And don't dare to speak to me like that 
again. How dare you be so familiar! Sit in that 
corner and be cjuiet, as though you were my 
footman! And now, Alyosha, I’ll tell you the 
Avhole truth, that you may see what a WTCtch I 
am! I am not talking to Rakitin, but to you. I 
wanted to ruin you, Alyosha, that’s the holy 
truth; I quite meant to. 1 wanted to so much, 
that I bribed Rakitin to bring you. And why 
did I w'ant to do such a thing? You knew noth- 
ing about it, Alyosha, you turned away from 
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me; if you passed me, you dropped your eyes. 
And Tve looked at you a hundred times be- 
fore to-day; I began asking everyone about 
you. Your face haunted my heart. ‘He despises 
me,' I thought; ‘he won’t even look at me.' 
And I felt it so much at last that I wondered at 
myself for being so frightened of a boy. I’ll get 
him in my clutches and laugh at him. I was 
full of spite and anger. Would you believe it. 
nobody here dares talk or think of coming to 
Agrafena Alexandrovna with any evil pur- 
pose. Old Kuzma is the only man I have any- 
thing to do with here; I was bound and sold to 
him: Satan brought us together, but there has 
been no one else.Butlookingatyou, I thought, 
ril get him in my clutches and laugh at him. 
You see what a spiteful cur I am, and you 
called me your sister! And now that man who 
wronged me has come; I sit here waiting for a 
message from him. And do you know what 
that man has been to me? Five years ago, when 
Kuzma brought me here, I used to shut myself 
up, that no one might have sight or sound of 
me. I was a silly slip of a girl; I used to sit here 
sobbing; I used to lie aw'ake all night, think- 
ing: ‘Where is he now, the man who wronged 
me? He is laughing at me with another wom- 
an, most likely. If only I could see him, if I 
could meet him again. I’d pay him out, I’d 
pay him out!’ At night I used to lie sobbing 
into my pillow in the dark, and I used to brood 
over it; I used to tear my heart on purpose and 
gloat o\er my anger. ‘I’ll pay him out, I’ll pay 
him out!’ That’s what I used to cry out in the 
dark. And when I suddenly thought that I 
should really do nothing to him, and that he 
was laughing at me then, or perhaps had ut- 
terly forgotten me, I would fling myself on the 
floor, melt into helpless tears, and lie tliere 
shaking till dawn. In the morning I would get 
up more spiteful than a dog, ready to tear the 
whole world to pieces. And then what do you 
think? I began saving money, I became hard- 
hearted, grew stout— grew wiser, w'ould you 
say? No, no one in the w'hole world sees it, no 
one knows it, but when night comes on, I 
sometimes lie as I did five years ago, when I 
was a silly girl, clenching my teeth and * rying 
all night, thinking, ‘I’ll pay him out. I’ll pay 
him outl’ Do you hear? Well then, now you 
understand me. A month ago a letter came to 
me— he was coming, he w^as a widower, he 
wanted to see me. It took my breath away; then 
I suddenly thought: ‘If he comes and whistles 
to call me, I shall creep back to him like a 
beaten dog.' I couldn’t believe myself. Am I 


so abject? Shall I run to him or not? And I've 
been in such a rage with myself all this month 
that I am worse than I was five years ago. Do 
you see now, Alyosha, what a violent, vindic- 
tive creature 1 am? I have shown you the whole 
truth! I played with Mitya to keep me from 
running to that otlier. Hush. RakitJn, it’s not 
for you to judge me, I am not speaking to you. 
Before you came in, I w^as lying here w'aiting, 
brooding, deciding my whole future life, and 
you can never kiu)w what was in my heart. Yes, 
AlyosJia, tell your young lady not to be angry 
with me for what happened the day before yes- 
terday. . . . Nobody in tlie whole world knows 
what I am going through now, and no one ever 
can know\ . . . For perhaps I shall take a knife 
with me to-day, I can’t make up my mind . . .” 

And at this “tragic" phrase Grushenka broke 
dow’n, hid her face in her hands, flung herself 
on the sofa pillows, and sobbed like a little 
child. 

Alyosha got up and went to Rakitin. 

“Misha," he said, “don’t be angry. She 
wounded you, but don’t be angry. You heard 
what she said just now? You mustn’t ask too 
much of human endurance, one must be mer- 
ciful.’’ 

Alyosha said this at the instinctive prompt- 
ing of his heart. He felt obliged to speak and 
he turned to Rakitin. If Rakitin had not been 
there, he would liaxe spoken to the air. But 
Rakitin looked at him ironically and Alyosha 
stopped short. 

“You wxre so primed up with your elder’s 
teaching last night that now you have to let it 
off on me, Alexey, man of God!” said Rakitin, 
with a smile of hatred. 

“Don’t laugh, Rakitin, don’t smile, don’t 
talk of the dead— he was better than anyone in 
the W'orld!" ciicd Alyosha, with tears in his 
voice. “I didn’t speak to you as a judge but 
as the low^esi of the judged. What am I beside 
her? I came here seeking my ruin, and said to 
myself, ‘What docs it matter?’ in my cowardli- 
ness, but she, after five years in torment, as 
soon as anxone says a word from the heart to 
her— it makes her forget everything, forgive 
everything, in her tears! The man who has 
wTonged her has come back, he sends for her 
and she forgives him everything, and hastens 
joyfully to meet him and she won’t take a 
knife with her. She won’t! No, I am not like 
that. I don’t know whether you are, Misha, but 
I am not like that. It’s a lesson to me. . . . She 
is more loving than we. . . . Have you heard 
her speak before of what she has just told us? 
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No, you haven't; if you had, you'd have under- be in his shoes. You shall black my shoes, Raki- 


stood her long ago . . . and the person insulted 
the day before yesterday must forgive her, tool 
She will, w'hen she knows . . . and she shall 
know. . . . This soul is not yet at peace with 
itself, one must be tender with it . . . there may 
be a treasure in that soul. . . 

Alyosha stopped, because he caught his 
breath. In spite of his ill-humour Rakitin 
looked at him with astonishment. He had 
never expected such a tirade from the gentle 
Alyosha. 

"She's found someone to plead her causel 
Why, are you in love with her? Agrafena Alex- 
androvna, our monk's really in love with you, 
you’ve made a conquest!’* he cried, with a 
coarse laugh. 

Grushenka lifted her head from the pillow 
and looked at Alyosha with a tender smile 
shilling on her tear-stained fare. 

"l..et him alone, Alyosha, my cherub; you 
see what he is, he is not a person for you to 
speak to. Mihail Osipovitch,’’ she turned to 
Rakitin, “I meant tr. your pardon for be- 
ing rude to you, but now I don’t want to. Al- 
yosha, come to me. sii down here.” She beck- 
oned to him w'ith a happy smile. “That’s right, 
sit here, 'rdl me,” she took him by the hand 
and peeped into his face, smiling, “tell me, do 
I love that man or not? The man who wronged 
me, do I love him or not? Before you came, I 
lay here in the dark, asking my heart whether 
1 loved him. Decide for me, Alyosha, the time 
has come, it shall be as you say. Am I to forgive 
him or not?” 

“But you have forgiven him already," said 
Alyosha, smiling. 

“Yes, I really have forgiven him,” Grushenka 
murmured thoughtlully. “What an abject 
heart! To my abject heart!” She snatched up 
a glass from the table, emjitied it at a gulp, 
lifted it in the air and flung it on the floor. 
The glass broke with a crash. A little cruel line 
came into her smile. 

“Perhaps I haven’t forgiven him, though,'* 
she said, with a sort of menace in her voice, 
and she dropped her eyes to the ground as 
though she were talking to herself. “Perhaps 
my heart is only getting ready to forgive. I shall 
struggle with my heart. You see, Alyosha, I’ve 
grow'ii to love my tears in these five years. . . . 
l*erh.ips I only love my resentment, not him 

if 

“Well, I shouldn’t care to be in his shoes,” 
hissed Rakitin. 

“Well, you won't be, Rakitin, you’ll never 


tin, that's the place you are fit for. You’ll never 
get a woman like me . . . and he won’t either, 
perhaps . . 

“Won’t he? Then why are you dressed up 
like that?” said Rakitin, with a venomous 
sneer. 

“Don't taunt me with dressing up, Rakitin, 
you don’t know all that is in my heart! If I 
choose to tear off my finery. I'll tear it off at 
once, this minute,” she cried in a resonant 
voice. “You don’t know what that finery is for, 
Rakitin! Perhaps I shall see him and say: 
'Have you ever seen me look like this before?’ 
He left me a thin, consumptive cry-baby of 
seventeen. I’ll sit by him, fascinate him and 
work him up. ‘Do you see what I am like now?’ 
I’ll say to him; 'well, and that’s enough for 
you, my clear sir, there’s many a slip twixt the 
cup and the lip!’ That may be what the finery 
is for, Rakitin.” Grushenka finished w'ith a 
malicious laugh. “I’m violent and resentful. 
Alyosha, I’ll tear off my finery, I'll destroy my 
beauty, I’ll scorch my face, slash it with a knife, 
and turn beggar. If I choose, I won't go any- 
where now to see anyone. If I choose, I’ll send 
Kuzma back all he has ever given me, to- 
monow-.and all his money and I'll go outchar- 
ing for the rest of my life. You think 1 wouldn’t 
do it. Rakitin. that 1 would not dare to do it? 
I would, I would, I could do it directly, only 
don’t exasperate me . . . and I’ll scud him 
about his business, I’ll snap my fingers in his 
face, he shall never see me again!” 

She uttered the last words in an hysterical 
scream, but broke down again, hid her face in 
her hands, buried it in the pillow and shook 
with sobs. 

Rakitin got up. 

“It’s lime we were off,” he said, “it’s late, w’e 
shall be shut out of the monastery.” 

Grushenka leapt up from her place. 

“Surely you don't want to go, Alyosha!” she 
cried, in mournful surprise. “What arc you 
doing to me? You’ve stirred up my feeling, tor- 
tured me, and now you’ll leave me to face this 
night alone!” 

“He can hardly spend the night with you! 
Though if he wants to, let him! I’ll go alone,” 
Rakitin scoffed jceringly. 

“Hush, evil tongue!” Grushenka cried an- 
grily at him: "you never said sucJi words to me 
as he has come to say.” 

“What has he saicl to you so special?” asked 
Rakitin irritably. 

“I can’t say, I don't know. I don’t know 
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what he said to me, it went straight to my 
heart; he has wrung my heart. . . . He is the 
first, the only one who has pitied me, that’s 
what it is. Why did you not come before, you 
angel?” She fell on her knees before him as 
though in a sudden frenzy. *’I’ve been waiting 
all my life for someone like you, 1 knew that 
someone like you would come and forgive 
me. I believed that, nasty as I am, someone 
would really love me, not only with a shame- 
ful lovel” 

“What have I done to you?” answered Alyo- 
sha, bending over her with a tender smile, and 
gently taking her by the hands; “I only gave 
you an onion, nothing but a tiny little onion, 
that was all!” 

He was moved to tears himself as he said 
it. At that moment there was a sudden noise 
in the passage, someone came into the hall. 
Grushenka jumped up, seeming greatly 
alarmed. Fenya ran noisily into the room, cry- 
ing out: 

“Mistress, mistress darling, a messenger has 
galloped up,” she cried, breathless and joyful. 
"A carriage from Mokroe for you, I'imofey 
the driver, with three horses, they arc just 

putting in fresh horses A letter, here’s the 

letter, mistress.” 

A letter was in her hand and she waved it in 
the air all the w'hile she talked. Grushenka 
snatched the letter from her and carried it to- 
thc candle. It was only a note, a few lines. She 
read it in one instant. 

“He has sent for me,” she cried, her face 
white and distorted, with a wan smile; “he 
whistles! Crawl back, little dog!” 

But only for one instant she stood as though 
hesitating; suddenly the blood rushed to her 
head and sent a glow to her cheeks. 

“I will go,” she cried; “five years of my life! 
Good-bye! Good-bye, Alyosha, my fate is sealed. 
Go, go, leave me all of you, don’t let me see 
you again! Grushenka is flying to a new life. 

. . . Don’t you remember evil against me either, 
Rakitin. I may be going to my death! Ugh! I 
feel as though I were drunk!” 

She suddenly left them and ran into her 
bedroom. 

“Well, she has no thoughts for us now!” 
grumbled Rakitin. "Let’s go, or we may hear 
that feminine shriek again. 1 am sick of all 
these tears and cries.” 

Alyosha mechanically let himself be led out. 
In the yard stood a covered cart. Horses were 
being taken out of the shafts, men were run- 
ning to and fro with a lantern. Three fresh 


horses were being led in at the open gate. But 
when Alyosha and Rakitin reached the bot- 
tom of the steps, Gruslicnka’s bedroom window 
was suddenly opened and she called in a ring- 
ing voice after Alyosha: 

“Alyosha, give my greetings to your broth- 
er Mitya and tell him not to remember evil 
against me, though I have brought him misery. 
And tell him, too, in my words: ’Grushenka 
has fallen to a scoundrel, and not to you, noble 
heart.’ And add, too, that Grushenka loved 
him only one hour, only one short hour she 
loved him—so let him remember that hour all 
his life— say, 'Grushenka tells you to!’ ” 

She ended in a voice full of sobs. The win- 
dow was shut with a slam. 

“H’m, h’m!” growled Rakitin, laughing, “she 
murders your brother Mitya and then tells him 
to remember it all his life! What ferocity!” 

Alyosha made no reply, he seemed not to 
have heard. He w'alkcd fast beside Rakitin as 
though in a terrible hinry. He was lost in 
thought anil moved mechanically. Rakitin felt 
a sudden twinge as though he had been touched 
on an open wound. He had expected some- 
thing quite different by bringing Grushenka 
and Alyosha together. Soinetliing very differ- 
ent from what he had hoped for had hap- 
pened. 

“He is a Pole, that officer of hers,” he be- 
gan again, restraining himself; “and indeed he 
is not an officer at all now. HiT'served in the 
customs in Siberia, somewhere on the Cliinese 
frontier, some puny little beggar of a Pole, 1 
expect. Lost his job. they say. He’s heard now 
that Grushenka’s saved a little money, so he’s 
turned up again— that’s the explanation of the 
mystery.” 

Again Alyosha seemed not to hear. Rakitin 
could not control himself. 

“Well, so you’ve saved the sinner?” he 
laughed spitefully. “Have you turned theMag- 
dalene into the true path? Driven out the 
seven devils, eh? So you sec the miracles you 
were looking out for just now have come to 
pass!” 

“Hush, Rakitin,” Alyoslia, answered with 
an aching heart. 

“So you despise me now for those twenty- 
five roubles? I’ve sold my fricnc^, you think. 
But you are not Christ, you knmv, and I am 
not Judas.” 

“Oh, Rakitin, I assure you I’d forgotten 
about it,” cried Alyosha, “you remind me of it 
yourjelf . . .” 

But this was the last straw for Rakitin. 
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''Damnation take you all and each of youl” 
he cried suddenly, “why the devil did I take 
you up? I don't w’ant to know you from this 
time forward. Go alone, there’s your road!” 

And he turned abruptly into another street, 
leaving Alyosha alone in the dark. Alyosha 
came out of the towm and walked across the 
fields to the monastery. 

Chapter 4. Cana of Galilee 
It was very late, according to the monastery 
ideas, when Alyosha returned to the hermit- 
age; the door-keeper let him in by a special en- 
trance. It had struck nine o’clock— the hour of 
rest and repose after a day of such agitation 
for all. Alyosha timidly opened the door and 
went into the elder’s cell where his colfin was 
now standing. There was no one in the cell 
but Father Paissy, reading the Gospel in soli- 
tude over the coffin, and the young novice 
Porfiry, who, exhausted by the previous night’s 
conversation and the disturbing incidents of 
the day, was sleeping the deep sound sleep of 
youth on the floor of the other room. Though 
Father Pai’ssy heaid Alyosha come in, he did 
not even look in his direction. Alyosha turned 
to the right from the door to the corner, fell 
on his knees and began to pray. 

His soul was overflowing but wdth mingled 
feelings; no single sensation stood out dis- 
tinctly: on the contrary, one drove out another 
in a slow, continual rotation. But there was a 
sweetness in his heart and, strange to say, Al- 
yosha was not surprised at it. Again he saw 
that coffin before him, the hidden dead figure 
so precious to him, but the weeping and poign- 
ant grief of the morning was no longer ach- 
ing in his soul. As soon as he came in, he fell 
down before the coffin as before a holy shrine, 
but joy, joy was glowing in his mind and in 
liis heart. The one window^ of the cell w^as 
open, the air w^as fresh and cool. “So the smell 
must have become stronger, if they opened the 
window^’’ thought Alyosha. But even this 
thought of tlie smell of corruption, which had 
. secinecl to him so awful and humiliating a few 
hours before, no longer made him feel miser- 
able or indignant. He began quietly praying, 
but he soon felt that he was praying almost 
mechanically. Fragments of thought floated 
through his soul, flashed like stars and went 
out again at once, to be succeeded by others. 
But yet there was reigning in his soul a sense 
of the wholeness of things— something stead- 
fast and comforting— and he was aware of it 
himself. Sometimes he began praying ardently. 


he longed to pour out his thankfulness and 
love. . . . 

But when he had begun to pray, he passed 
suddenly to .something else, and sank into 
thought, forgetting botli the prayer and what 
had interrupted it. He began listening to w'hat 
Father Pai.ssy was reading, but worn out with 
exhaustion he gradually began to doze. 

**And the third day there was a marriage in 
Cana of Galilee/' read Father Paissy. **And 
the mother of Jesus was there; And both Jesus 
was called, and his disciples, to the marriage.'* 

“Marriage? What’s that? ... A marriage!’’ 
floated whirling through /\lyo.sha’s mind. 
“'I here is happiness for her, too . . . She has 
gone to the feast. ... No, she has not taken 
the knife. . . . That was only a tragic phrase. 

. . . Well . . . tragic phrases should be forgiven, 
they must be. IVagic phrases comfort the 
heart . . . Without them, sorrow w’ould be too 
heavy for men to bear. Rakitin has gone off to 
the back alley. As long as Rakitin broods over 
his WTongs, he w'ill always go off to the back 
alley. . . . But the high roacl . . . The road is 
wide and straight and bright as crystal, and the 
sun is at the end of it. . . . Ah! . . . What’s be- 
ing read?" . . . 

**And when they wanted wine, the mother 
of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine" 

. . . Alyosha heard. 

“Ah, yes, I W'as missing that, and I didn’t 
want to miss it, I love that passage: it’s Cana 
of Galilee, the first miracle. . . . Ah, that mir- 
acle! Ah, that sweet miracle! It was not men’s 
grief, but their joy Christ visited, He worked 
His first miracle to help men’s gladness. . . . 
*He who loves men loves their gladness, too* 

. . . He was always repeating that, it was one 
of his leading ideas. . . . ‘There’s no living 
without joy,’ Mitya says. . . . Yes, Milya. . . . 
'Everything that is true and good is ahvays full 
of forgiveness,’ he used to say that, too” . . . 

"Jesus saith unto her. Woman, what has it to 
do with thee or me> Mine hour is not yet come. 

"His mother saith unto the servants, What- 
sorxfer he saith unto you, do it" . . . 

“Do it. . . . Gladness, the gladness of scmic 
poor, very poor, people. ... Of course they 
wwe poor, since they hadn’t wine enough 
even at d wedding. . . . The historians wTite 
that, in those days, the people living about 
the Lake of Gennesaret were the poorest that 
can possibly be imagined . . . and anothergreat 
heart, thatothcr greatbeing, Hu Mothcr,kncw 
that He had come not only to wake His great 
terrible sacrifice. She knew that His heart was 



ipo The Brothers Karamazov 


open even to the simple, artless merrymaking 
of some obscure and unlearned people, who 
had warmly bidden Him to their poor wed- 
ding. ‘Mine hour is not yet come,* He said, 
with a soft smile (He must have smiled gent- 
ly to her). And, indeed, was it to make wine 
abundant at poor weddings He had comedown 
to earth? And yet He went and did as she 
asked Him. . . . Ah, he is reading again** . . . 

"'Jesus saith unto them. Fill the waterpots 
with water. And they filled them up to the 
brim. 

"And he saith unto them. Draw out now 
and bear unto the governor of the feast. And 
they bear it. 

"When the ruler of the feast had tasted the 
water that was made wine, and knew not 
whence it was (but the servants which drew 
the water knexo): the governor of the feast 
called the bridegroom, 

"And saith unto him, Every man at the be- 
ginning doth set forth good wine: and when 
men have well drunk, that which is worse: but 
thou hast kept the good wine until now." 

“But what*s this, what's this? Why is the 
room growing wider? . . . Ah, yes . . . It’s the 
marriage, the wedding . . . yes, of course. Here 
are the guests, here are the young couple sit- 
ting, anci the merry crowd and . . . AVherc is 
the wise governor of the feast? But who is this? 
Who? Again the w’alls are receding. . . . Who 
is getting up there from the great table? What! 

. . . He here, too? But he’s in tlie coffin . . . 
but he's here, too. He has stood up, he sees mq, 
he is coming here. . . . God!” . . . 

Yes, he came up to him, to him, he, the lit- 
tle, thin old man, with tiny wrinkles on his 
face, joyful and laughing softly. There was no 
coffin now, and he was in the same dress as he 
had w'orn yesterday sitting with them, when 
the visitors had gathered about him. His face 
was uncovered, his eyes were shining. How 
was this, then? 1 le, too, had been called to the 
feast. He, too, at the marriage of Cana in Gali- 
lee. . . . 

“Yes, my dear, I am called, too, called and 
bidden,*' he heard a soft voice saying over him. 
“Why have you hidden yourself here, emt of 
sight? You come and join us tocj.*' 

It was his voice, the voice of Father Zossima. 
And it must be he, since he called him! 

The elder raised Alyosha by the hand and 
he rose from his knees. 

“We are rejoicing,” the little, thin old man 
went on. “We arc drinking the new wine, the 
wine of new, great gladness; do you see how 


many guests? Here are the bride and bride- 
gr(K>m, here is the wise governor of the feast, 
he is tasting the new w'ine. Why do you won- 
der at me? I gave an onion to a beggar, so I, 
too, am here. And many here have given only 
an onion each— only one little onion. . . . What 
are all our deeds? And you, my gentle one, 
you, my kind boy, you too have known how to 
give a famished woman an onion to-day. Begin 
your work, dear one, begin it, gentle one! . . . 
Do you see our Sun, do you see Him?” 

“I am afraid ... I dare not look,” whispercxl 
Alyosha. 

“Do not fear Him. He is terrible in His 
greatness, awful in His sublimity, but infinite- 
ly merciful. He has made Himself like unto 
us from love and rejoices with us. He is chang- 
ing the water into wine that the gladness of 
the guests may not be cut short. He is expect- 
ing new guests. He is calling new ones unceas- 
ingly for ever and ever. . . . There they are 
bringing new wine. Do you see they are bring- 
ing the vessels . . .” 

Something gk)\ved in Alyosha’s heart, some- 
thing filled it till it ached, tears of rapture rose 
from his .soul. ... He stretched out his hands, 
uttered a cry and waked up. 

Again the coffin, the open window, and the 
soft, solemn, distinct reading of the Gos})el. 
But Alyosha did not listen to the reading. It 
was strange, he had falh'ii asleep on his knees, 
but now he was on his feet, an4 suddenly, as 
though thrown forward, with three firm rapid 
steps he went right up to the coffin. His shoul- 
der brushed against Father Paissy without his 
noticing it. Father Paissy raised his eyes for an 
instant lrf)ni his book, but looked away again 
at once, seeing that something strange was 
happening to the boy. Alyc^sha gazed for half a 
minute at the coffin, at the covered, motion- 
less dead man that lay in the coffin, with the 
ikon on his breast and the peaked cap with 
the octangular cross on his head. He had only 
just been hearing liis voice, and that voice was 
still ringing in his ears. He was listening, still 
expecting other words, but suddenly he turned 
sharply and went out of the cell. 

He did not stop on the steps cither, but 
went c]uickly down; his soul, overflowing with 
rapture, yearned for freedom, spare, openne.ss. 
The vault of heaven, full of .soft, shining stars, 
stretched vast and fathomless above him. I’he 
Milky Way ran in tw^o pale streams from the 
zenith to the horizon. The fre.sh, motionless, 
still night enfolded the earth. The white tow- 
ers ancl golden domes of the cathedral gleamed 
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out against the sapphire sky. The gorgeous 
autumn flowers, in the beds round the house, 
were slumbering till morning. The silenee of 
earth seemed to melt into the silence of the 
heavens. The mystery of earth was one with 
the mystery of the stars. . . . 

Alyosha stood, gazed, and suddenly threw 
himself down on the earth. He did not know 
w'hy he embraced it. He could not have told 
why he longed so irresistibly to kiss it, to kiss 
it all. But he kissed it weeping, sobbing, and 
watering it with his tears, and vowed passion- 
ately to love it, to love it for ever and ever. 
"Water the earth with the tears of your joy 
and love those tears,” echoed in his soul. 

What was he weeping over? 

Oh! in his rapture he was weeping even over 
those stars, which were shining to him from 
the abyss of space, and "he was not ashamed of 
that ecstasy.” There seemed to be threads from 
all those innumerable worlds of God, linking 
his soul to them, and it was trembling all over 


“in contact with other worlds.” He longed to 
forgive everyone and for everything, and to 
beg forgiveness. Oh, not for himself, but for 
all men, for all and for everything. “And others 
are praying for me too,” echoed again in his 
soul. But with every instant he felt clearly and, 
as it were, tangibly, that something firm and 
unshakable as that vault of heaven had en- 
tered into his soul. It w^as as though some idea 
had seized the sovereignty of his mind— and it 
was for all his life and for ever and ever. He 
had fallen on the earth a weak boy, but he rose 
up a resolute champion, and he knew and felt 
it suddenly at the very moment of his ecstasy. 
And never, never, all his life long, could Alyo- 
sha forget that minute. 

“.Someone visited my soul in that hour,” he 
used to say afterwards, with implicit faith in 
his words. 

Within three days he left the monastery in 
accordance w^ith the words of his elder, who 
had bidden him “sojourn in the world.” 


BOOK VIII 

Mitya 


Chapter /. Kuzma Sani.sonov 

But Dmitri, to whom Grushenka, flying away 
to a new life, had left her last greetings, bid- 
ding him remember the hour of her love for 
ever, knew nothing of what had happenc^d to 
her. and was at that moment in a condition of 
feverish agitation and activity. For the last 
two days he had been in such an inconceivable 
state of mind that he might easily have fallen 
ill w'ith brain fever, as he said himself alter- 
wards. Alyosha had not been able to find him 
the morning belorc, and Ivan had not suc- 
ceeded in meeting him at the tavern on the 
same day. The people at his lodgings, by his 
orders, concealed his movements. 

He had spent those two clays literally ricsli- 
ing in all directions, "struggling with his des- 
tiny and trying to save himself,” as he expressed 
it himself afterwards, and for some hours he 
even made a dash out of the tow'ii on urgent 
business, terrible as it was to him to lo.se sight 
of Grushenka for a moment. .\11 this w'as ex- 
plained afterwards in detail, and confirmed 
by documentary evidence; but for the present 


\vc will only note the most essential incidents 
of those two terrible days immediately pre- 
ceding the awful catastrophe that broke so 
suddenly upon him. 

Though Grushenka had. it is true, loved 
him for an hour, genuinely and sincerely, yet 
she tortured him sometimes cruelly and merci- 
lessly. The worst of it was that he could never 
tell what she meant to do. To prevail upon her 
by force or kindness was also impossible: she 
would yield to nothing. .She would only have 
become angry and turned away from him al- 
together, he knew that well already. He sus- 
pected. c|uite correctly, that she. too. w’as pass- 
ing through an inward struggle, and was in a 
state of extraordinary indecision, that she was 
making up her mind to .something, and unable 
to determine upon it. And so, not without 
good reason, he divined, with a sinking heart, 
that at moments she must simply hate him and 
his passion. And so, perhaps, it was, but what 
was distressing Grushenka he did not under- 
stand. For him the whole tormenting c]uestion 
lay between him and Fyodor Bavlovitch. 

Here, we must note, by the way, one certain 
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fact: he was firmly persuaded that Fyodor Pav- 
lovitch would offer, or perhaps had offered, 
Grusheiika lawful wedlock, and did not for a 
moment believe tliat the old voluptuary hoped 
to gain his object for three thousand roubles. 
Mitya had reached this conclusion from his 
knowledge of Grushenka and her character. 
That was how it was that he could believe at 
times that all Grushenka’s uneasiness rose from 
not knowing which of them to choose, which 
w'as most to her advantage. 

Strange to say, during those days it never 
occurred to him to think of the approaching 
return of the “officer,*' that is, of the man who 
had been such a fatal influence in Grushenka's 
life, and whose arrival she was expecting with 
such emotion and dread. It is true that of late 
Grushenka had been very silent about it. Yet 
he was perfectly aware of a letter she had re- 
ceived a month ago from her seducer, and had 
heard of it from her own lips. He partly knew, 
too, what the letter contained. Tn a moment of 
.spite Grushenka had .shown him that letter, 
but to her astonishment he attached hardly 
any consequence to it. It would be hard to say 
svhy this was. Perhaps, weighed down by all 
the hideous horror of his struggle with his own 
father for this woman, he was incapable of im- 
agining any danger more terrible, at any rate 
for the time. He simply did not believe in a 
suitor who suddenly turned up again after five 
years' disappearance, still less in his .speedy ar-- 
rival. Moreover, in the “officer’s” first letter 
which had been showm to Mitya, the possibil- 
ity of his new rival’s visit w'as very vaguely sug- 
gested. The letter was very indefinite, liigh- 
Hown, and full of sentimentality. It must be 
noted that Gru.shcnka had concealed from him 
the last lines of the letter, in which his return 
svas alluded to more definitely. He had, be- 
sides, noticed at that moment, he remembered 
afterwards, a certain involuntary proud con- 
tempt for this missive from Siberia on Gru- 
shenka’s face. Grushenka told him nothing of 
what had passed later between her and this 
rival; so that by degrees he had completely for- 
gotten the officer’s existence. 

He felt that whatever might come later, 
w-hatever turn things might take, his final con- 
flict with Fyodor Pavlovitch was close upon 
him, and must be decided before anythingelsc. 
With a sinking heart he was expecting every 
moment Grushenka’s decision, always believ- 
ing that it would come suddenly, on the im- 
pulse of the moment. All of a sudden she 
would sary to him: “Take me. I’m yours for 


ever,” and it would all be over. He would seize 
her and bear her away at once to the ends of 
the earth. Oh, then he wwld bear her away at 
once, as far, far away as possible; to the far- 
thest end of Russia, if not of the earth, then 
he would marry her, and settle down with her 
incognito, so that no one would know any- 
thing about them, there, here, or anywhere. 
Then, oh then, a new life would begin at oncel 

Of this different, reformed and “virtuous” 
life (“it must, it must be virtuous”) he dreamed 
feverishly at every moment. He thirsted for 
that reformation and renew'al. The filthy mo- 
rass, in wiiich he had sunk of his own free will, 
w'as too revolting to him, and, like very many 
men in such cases, he put faith above all in 
change of place. If cmly it wxre not for these 
people, if only it were not for these circum- 
stances, if only he could fly away from this ac- 
cursed place— he would be altogether regener- 
ated, would enter on a new path. That was 
what he believed in, and w^hat he was yearning 
for. 

But all this could only be on condition of 
the first, the happy solution of the cjiiestion. 
There was another possibility, a different and 
awful ending. Suddenly she might say to him: 
“Go away. I liave just come to terms with Fyo- 
dor Pavlovitch. I am going to marry him and 
don’t want you”— and then . . . but then . . . 
But Mitya did not know' what would happen 
then. Up to the last hour he didn’t know. That 
must be said to his credit. He Rad no definite 
intentions, had planned no crime. He was sim- 
ply watching and spying in agony, while he 
prepared himself for the first, happy solution 
of his destiny. He drove aw’ay any other idea, 
in fact. But for that ending a quite different 
anxiety arose, a new, incidental, but yet fatal 
and insoluble difficulty presented itself. 

If she were to say to him: “I’m yours: take 
me away.” how could he take her away? Where 
had he the means, the money to do it? It w’as 
just at this time that all sources of revenue 
from Fyodor Pavlovitch, doles w'hich had gone 
on without interniplion for so many years, 
ceased. Grushenka had money, of course, but 
with regard to this Mitya suddenly evinced 
extraordinary pride; he wanted to carry her 
away and begin the new life with her himself, 
at his own expense, not at hers. He could not 
conceive of taking her money, and the very 
idea caused him a pang of intense repulsion. I 
won’t enlarge on this fact or analyse it here, 
but confine myself to remarking that this was 
his attitude at the moment. All tills may have 
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arisen indirectly and unconsciously from the 
secret stings of his conscience for the money of 
Katerina Ivanovna that he had dishonestly ap- 
propriated. “I've been a scoundrel to one of 
them, and I shall be a scoundrel again lo the 
other directly/' was his feeling then, as he ex- 
plained after: “and when Grushenka knows, 
she won't care for such a scoundrel.'' 

Where then was he to get the means, where 
was he to get the fateful money? Without it, 
all would be lost and nothing could be done, 
“and only because I hadn’t the money. Oh, the 
shame of it!" 

To antic ipate things: he did, perhaps, know 
where to get the money, knew, perhaps, where 
it lay at that moment. I will say no more of 
this here, as it will all be clear later. But his 
chief trouble, I must explain however obscure- 
ly, lay in the fact that to have that sum he 
knew of, to hmfe the right to take it, he must 
first restore Katerina Ivanovna's three thou- 
sand~if not, “I'm a common pick-pocket, I’m a 
scoundrel, and I don’t want to begin a new 
life as a scoundrel,’* Mitya decided. And so he 
made uj) his mind to move heaven and earth 
to return Katerina Ivi.novna that three thou- 
sand, and that first of all. I he final stage of 
this dec ision, so to say, had been reached only 
during the last hours, that is, after his last in- 
terview with Alyosha, two days before, on the 
high-road, on the evening when Grushenka 
liad insulted Katerina Ivanovna, and Mitya, 
after hearing Alyosha’s a(<oiint of it, had ad- 
mitted that he was a scoundrel, and told him 
to tell Katerina Ivano\ na so, if it could be any 
comfort to her. After parting from his brother 
on that night, he had felt in his frenzy that it 
would be better “to murder and rob someone 
than fail to pay my debt to Katya. I’d rather 
everyone thought me a robber and a murderer; 
I'd rather go to Siberia tlian that Katya should 
have the right to say that I deceived her and 
stole her money, and used her money to run 
away with Grushenka and begin a new lifel 
That I can't do!’’ So Mitya decided, grinding 
his teeth, and he might well fancy at times 
.that his brain would give way. But meanwhile 
he went on struggling. . . . 

Strange to say, though one would have sup- 
posed there was nothing left for him but de- 
spair—for what chance had he, with nothing 
in the world, to raise such a sum?— yet to the 
very end he persisted in hoping that he would 
get that three thousand, that the money would 
somehow come to him of itself, as though it 
might drop from heaven. I'hat is just how it 


is with people who, like Dmitri, have never 
had anything to do with money, except to 
squander what has come to them by inherit- 
ance without any effort of their own, and have 
no notion how money is obtained. A whirl 
of the most fantastic notions took possession 
of his brain immediately after he had parted 
WMth Alyosha two days before, and threw his 
thoughts into a tan^dc of confusion. This is 
how it was he pitched first on a perfectly wild 
enterprise. And perhaps to men of that kind 
in such circumstances ihcmost impossible, fan- 
tastic schemes occur first, and seem most prac- 
tical. 

He suddenly determined to go to Samsonov, 
the merchant who was Grushenka’s protector, 
and to propose a “scheme’’ to him, and by 
means of it to obtain from him at once the 
whole of the sum reejuired. Of the commercial 
value of his scheme he had no doubt, not the 
slightest, and was only uncertain how Samso- 
nov would look upon his freak, su]>posing he 
were to consider it from any but the commer- 
cial point of view. Though Mitva knew the 
merchant by sight, he was not acquainted with 
him and had never spoken a word to him. But 
for some unknown reason he had long enter- 
tained the conviction that the old reprobate, 
who was lying at death's door, would perhaps 
not at all object now to Grushenka’s securing 
a respectable position, and marrying a man 
“to be depended upon.*’ And he believed not 
only that he would not object, but that this 
w'as what he desired, and, if oppe^rtunity arose, 
that he would be ready to help. From some 
rumour, or perhaps from some strav word of 
Grushenka’s, he had gathered further that the 
old man would perhaps prefer him to Fyodor 
Pavlovitch for Grushenka. 

Possibly many of the readers of my novel 
w’ill feel that in reckoning on such assistance, 
and being ready to take his bride, so to speak, 
from the hands of her protector, Dmitri showed 
great coarseness and want of delicacy. I will 
only observe that Mitya looked upon Gru- 
shenka’s past as something completely over. 
He looked on that past with infinite pity and 
resolved with all the fervour of his passion 
that when once Grushenka told him she loved 
him and would marry him, it would mean the 
beginning of a new Grushenka and a new 
Dmitri, free from every viie. '^Fhey would for- 
give one another and would begin their lives 
afresh. As for Kuzma Samsonov, Dmitri looked 
upon him as a man who had exercised a fate- 
ful influence in that remote past of Grushen- 
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ka's, though she had never loved him, and 
who was now himself a thing of the past, com- 
pletely done with, and, so to say, non-exist- 
ent. Besides, Mitya hardly looked upon him as 
a man at all, for it was known to everyone in 
the town that he was only a shattered wreck, 
whose relations with Grushenka had changed 
their character and were now simply paternal, 
and that this had been so for a long time. 

In any case there was much simplicity on 
Mitya's part in all this, for in spite of all his 
vices, he w»as a very simple-hearted man. It was 
an instance of this simplicity that Mitya was 
seriously persuaded that, being on the eve of 
his departure for the next world, old Kuzma 
must sincerely repent of his past relations with 
Grushenka, and that she had no iimre devoted 
friend and protector in the world than this, 
now harmless, old man. 

After his conversation with Alyosha, at the 
cross-roads, he hardly slept all night, and at 
ten o'clock next morning, he was at the house 
of Samsonov and telling the servant to an- 
nounce him. It was a very large and gloomy 
old house of two stories, with a lodge and out- 
houses. In the low^er story lived Samsonov's 
two married sons with their families, his old 
sister, and his unmarried daughter. In the 
lodge lived two of his clerks, one of whom also 
had a large family. Both the lodge and the 
lower story were overcrowded, but the old man 
kept the upper floor to himself, and would not 
even let the daughter live there with him, 
though she waited upon him, and in spite of 
her asthma was obliged at certain fixed hours, 
and at any time he might call her, to run up- 
stairs to him from below. 

This upper floor contained a number of 
large rooms kept purely for show\ furnished in 
the old-fashionecl merchant style, with long 
monotonous rows of clumsy mahogany chairs 
along the w’alls, with glass chandeliers under 
shades, and gloomy mirrors on the walls. All 
these rooms were entirely empty and unused, 
for the old man kept to one room, a small, re- 
mote bedroom, where he was waited upon by 
an old servant w'ith a kerchief on her head, 
and by a lad. who used to sit on the locker in 
the passage. Owing to his swollen legs, the old 
man could hardly walk at all, and was only 
rarely lifted from his leather armchair, when 
the old woman .supporting him led him up 
and down the room once cir twice. He was 
morose and taciturn even with this old wom- 
an. 

When he was informed of the arrival of the 


“captain,” he at once refused to see him. But 
Mitya persisted and sent his name up again. 
Samsonov cjiiestioncd the lad minutely: What 
he looked like? Whether he was drunk? Was 
he going to make a row? The answer he re- 
ceived was: that he w'as sober, but wouldn't go 
away. The old man again refused to see him. 
Then Mitya, who had foreseen this, and pur- 
posely brought pencil and paper with him, 
wrote clearly on the piece of paper the w^ords: 
“On most important business closely concern- 
ing Agrafena Alexandrovna,” and sent it up 
to the old man. 

After thinking a little Samsonov told the 
lad to take the visitor to the drawing-room, 
and sent the old woman dowmstairs with a 
summons to his younger son to come upstairs 
to him at once. This younger son. a man over 
six foot and of exceptional physical strength, 
who was closely-shaven and dressed in the 
European style, though his father still wore a 
kaftan and a beard, cameatonce without acom- 
ment. All the family trembled before the fa- 
ther. The old man had sent for this giant, not 
because he was afraid of the “captain” (he was 
by no means of a timorous temper), but in 
order to have a witness in case of any emer- 
gency. Supported by his son and the servant- 
lad. he waddled at last into the drawing-room. 
It may be assumed that he felt considerable 
curiosity. The drawing-room in which Mitya 
was awaiting him was a vast, dreary room that 
laid a weight of depression oit^the heart. It 
had a double row of windows, a gallery, mar- 
bled walls, and three immense chandeliers 
with glass lustres covered w'ith shades. 

Mitya was sitting on a little chair at the en- 
trance, awaiting his fate with nervous impa- 
tience. When the old man appeared at the op- 
posite door, seventy feet away, Mitya jumped 
up at once, and with his long, military stride 
walked to meet him. Mitya w^as well dressed, in 
a frock-coat, buttoned up, with a round hat 
and black gloves in his hands, just as he had 
been three days before at the elder's, at the 
family meeting with his father and brothers. 
The old man waited for him, standing digni- 
fied and unbending, and Mitya felt at once 
that he had looked him through and through 
as he advanced. Mitya was greatly impressed, 
too, with Samsonov's immensely swollen face. 
His lower lip, which had always been thick, 
hung down now, looking like a bun. Hcbc^wed 
to his guest in dignified silence, motioned him 
to a low chair by the sofa, and, leaning on his 
son's arm he began lowering himself on to the 
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sofa opposite, groaning painfully, so that Mi- 
tya, seeing his painful exertions, immediately 
felt remorseful and sensitively conscious of his 
insignificance in the presence of the dignified 
person he had ventured to disturb. 

“What is it you want of me, sir?” said the 
old man, deliberately, distinctly, severely, but 
courteously, when he was at last seated. 

Mitya started, leapt up, but sat down again. 
Then he began at once speaking with loud, 
nervous haste, gesticulating, and in a positive 
frenzy. He was unmistakably a man driven in- 
to a corner, on the brink of ruin, catching at 
the last straw, ready to sink if he failed. Old 
Samsonov probably grasped all this in an in- 
stant, though his face remained cold and im- 
movable as a statue's. 

“Most honoured sir, Kuzma Kuzmitch, you 
have no doubt heard more than once of my 
disputes with my father, Fyodor Pavlovitch 
Karamazov, who robbed me of my inheritance 
from my mother . . . seeing the whole town is 
gossiping about it . . . for here everyone’s gos- 
siping of what they shouldn’t . . . and besides, 
it might have reached ^on through Gnishenka 
... I beg your pardon, through Agrafena Alex- 
androvna . . . Agrafena Alexandrovna, the 
lady of whom I have the highest respect and 
esteem . . .” 

So Mitya began, and broke down at the first 
sentence. We will not reproduce his speech 
word for word, but w'ill only summarise the 
gist of it. Three months ago, he said, he had 
of express intention (Mitya purposely used 
these words instead of “intentionally’’) con- 
sulted a lawyer in the chief town of the prov- 
ince, “a distinguished lawyer, Kuzma Kuz- 
mitch. Pavel Pavlovitch Korneplodov. You 
have perhaps heard of him? A man of vast in- 
tellect. the mind of a statesman ... he know’s 
you, too . . . spoke of you in the highest terms 
. . .” Mitya broke down again. But these breaks 
did not deter him. 1 Ic leapt instantly over the 
gaps, and struggled on and on. 

This Korneplodov, after questioning him 
minutely, and inspecting the documents he 
was able to bring him (Mitya alluded some- 
what vaguely to these documents, and slurred 
over the subject with special haste), reported 
that they certainly might take proceedings con- 
cerning the village of Tchermashnya, which 
ought, he said, to have come to him, Mitya, 
fro.m his mother, and so checkmate the old 
villain, his father . . . “because every door was 
not closed and justice riiight still find a loop- 
hole.” In fact, he might reckon on an addi- 
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tional sum of six or even seven thousand rou- 
bles from Fyodor Pavlovitch, as I'chcrmash- 
nya was worth, at least, twenty-five thousand, 
he might say twenty-eight thousand, in fact, 
“thirty, thirty, Kuzma Kuzmitch, and would 
you believe it, I didn't get seventeen from that 
heartless man!” So he, Mitya, had thrown the 
business up for the time, knowing nothing 
about the law, but on coming here w^as struck 
dumb by a cross-claim made upon him (here 
Mitya went adrift again and again took a fly- 
ing leap forward), “so will not you, excellent 
and honoured Kuzma Kuzmitch, be willing to 
take up all my claims against that unnatural 
monster, and pay me a sum down of only three 
thousand? . . . You sec, you cannot, in any 
case, lose over it. On my honour, my honour, 
I swear that. Quite the contrary, you may make 
six or seven thousand instead of three.” . . . 
Above all, he wanted this concluded that very 
day. 

“I'll do the business with you at a notary's, 
or whatever it is . . . in fact, I’m ready to do 
anything. . . . I’ll hand over all the deeds . . . 
whatever you want, sign anything . . . and sve 
could draw up the agreement at once . . . and 
if it were possible, if it w'cre only possible, 
that very morning. . . . You could pay me that 
three thousand, for there isn't a capitalist in 
this town to compare with you, and so tvould 
save me from . . . would save me, in fact . . . 
for a good, I might say an honourable action. 
. . . For I cherish the most honourable feelings 
for a certain person, whom you know well, and 
care for as a father. I w^ould not have come, 
indeed, if it had not been as a father. And, in- 
deed, it’s a struggle of three in this business, 
for it's fate— that's a fearful thing, Kuzma Kuz- 
mitch! A tragedy, Kuzma Kuzmitch, a tragedy! 
And as you’ve dropped out long ago, it’s a tug- 
of-war between two. I’m expressing it awk- 
wardly, perhaps, but I'm not a literary man. 
You see. I’m on the one side, and that monster 
on the other. So you must choose. It’s cither I 
or the monster. It all lies in your hands— the 
fate of three lives, and the happiness of two. 
. . . Excuse me. I’m making a mess of it. but 
you understand ... I sec from your venerable 
eyes that you understand . . . and if you don’t 
understand, I’m done for ... so you sec!” 

Mitya broke off his clumsy speech with that, 
“so you see!” and jumping up from his .scat, 
awaited the an.swer to his foolish proposal. At 
the last phrase he had suddenly become hope- 
lessly aware that it had all f^len flat, above 
all, that he had been talking utter nonsense. 
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“How strange it isl On the way here it 
seemed all right, and now it’s nothing but 
nonsense.” The idea suddenly dawned on his 
despairing mind. All the while he had been 
talking, the old man sat motionless, watching 
him with an icy expression in his eyes. After 
keeping him for a moment in suspense, Kuzma 
Kuzmitch pronounced at last in the most posi- 
tive and chilling tone: 

“Excuse me, we don’t undertake such busi- 
ness.” 

Mitya suddenly felt his legs growing weak 
under him. 

“What am I to do now, Kuzma Kuzmitch?” 
he muttered, with a pale smile. “1 suppose it’s 
all up with me—what do you think?” 

“Excuse me . . .” 

Mitya remained standing, staring motion- 
less. He suddenly noticed a movement in the 
old man’s face. He started. 

“You see, sir. business of that sort’s not in 
our line,” said the old man slowly. “There’s 
the court, and the lawyers— it’s a perfect mis- 
ery. But if you like, there is a man here you 
might apply to.” 

“Good heavens! Who is it? You’re my salva- 
tion, Kuzma Kuzmitch,” faltered Mitya. 

“fie doesn’t live here, and he’s not here just 
now. He is a peasant, he does business in tim- 
ber. His name is Lyagavy. He’s been haggling 
with Fyodor Pavlovitch for the last year, over 
your copse at Tchermashnya. They can’t agree 
on the price, maybe you’ve heard? Now he’s 
come back again and is staying with the priest 
at llyinskoe, about twelve versts from the 
Volovya station. He wrote to nie. too, about 
the business of the copse, asking my advice. 
Fyodor Pavlovitch means to go and see him 
himself. So if you were to be behirchand with 
Fyodor Pavlovitch and to make Lyagavy the 
offer you’ve made me, he might possibly ” 

“A brilliant idea!” Mitya interrupted ecstat- 
ically. “He’s the very man, it would just suit 
him. He’s haggling with him for it, being 
asked too much, and here he would have all 
the documents entitling him to the property 
itself. Ha ha ha!” 

And Mitya suddenly went off into his short, 
wooden laugh, startling Samsonov. 

“How can I thank you, Kuzma Kuzmitch?” 
cried Mitya effusively. 

“Don’t mention it,” said Samsonov, inclin- 
ing his head. 

“But you don’t know, you’ve saved me. Oh, 
it was a true presentiment brought me to you. 
• . • So now to this priest!” 


“No need of thanks." 

“I’ll make haste and fly there. I'm afraid I've 
overtaxed your strength. I shall never forget 
it. It’s a Russian says that, Kuzma Kuzmitch, 
a R-r-russian!” 

“To be sure!” 

Mitya seized his hand to press it, but there 
was a malignant gleam in the old man’s eye. 
Mitya drew back his hand, but at once blamed 
himself for his mistrustfulness. 

“It’s because he’s tired,” he thought. 

“For her sake! For her sake, Kuzma Kuz- 
mitch! You understand that it’s for her,” he 
cried, his voice ringing through the room. He 
bowed, turned sharply round, and with the 
same long stride walked to the door without 
looking back. He was trembling with delight. 

“Everything was on the verge of ruin and 
my guardian angel saved me,” was the thought 
in his mind. And if such a business man as 
Samsonov (a most worthy old man, and what 
dignity!) had suggested this course, then . . . 
then success was assured. He would fly off 
immediately. “1 will be back before night, I 
shall be back at night and the thing is done. 
Could the old man have been laughing at 
me?” exclaimed Mitya, as he strode towards 
his lodging. I le could, of course, imagine noth- 
ing but that the advice was practical “from 
such a business man” with an understanding 
of the business, with an understanding of this 
Lyagavy (curious surname!). Or— the old man 
was laughing at him. 

Alas! The second alternative w^as the correct 
one. Long afterwards, w^hen the catastrophe had 
happened, old Samsonov himself confessed, 
laughing, that he had made a fool of the “cap- 
tain.” He was a cold, spiteful and sarcastic 
man, liable to violent antipathies. Whether it 
was the “captain’s” excited lace, or the foolish 
conviction of the “rake and spendthrift,” that 
he, Samsonov, could be taken in by such a 
cock-and-bull story as his scheme, or his jeal- 
ousy of Grushenka, in whose name this “scape- 
grace” had rushed in on him with such a tale 
to get money which worked on the old man, I 
can’t tell. But at the instant when Mitya stood 
before him, feeling his legs grow weak under 
him, and frantically exclaiming that he was 
ruined, at that moment the old main looked at 
him with intense spite, and resolv^l to make a 
laughing-stock of him. When Mitya had gone, 
Kuzma Kuzmitch, white with rage, turned to 
his son and hade him see to it that that beggar 
be never seen again, and never admitted even 
into the yard, or else he’d 
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He did not utter his threat. But even his 
son, who often saw him enra^^cd, trembled 
with fear. For a whole hour afterwards, the old 
man was shaking with anger, and by evening 
he was worse, and sent for the doctor. 

Chapter 2 . Lyagavy 

So he must drive at full speed, and he had not 
the money for horses. He had forty copecks, 
and that was all, all that was left after so many 
years of prosperity! But he had at home an old 
silver watch which had long ceased to go. He 
snatched it up and carried it to a Jewish watch- 
maker who had a shop in the market-place. 
The Jew gave him six roubles for it. 

“And I didn’t expect that,’* cried Mitya, 
ecstatically, (lie was still in a state of ecstasy.) 
He seized his six roubles and ran home. At 
home he borrowed three roubles from the peo- 
ple of the house, who loved him so much that 
they were pleased to give it him, though it was 
all they had. Mitya in his excitement told them 
on the spot that his fate would be decided that 
day, and he described, in desperate haste, the 
wliole scheme he hrd put before Samsonov, 
the latter’s decision, his own hopes for the 
future, and so on. These people had been told 
many of their lodger’s secrets before, and so 
looked upon him as a gentleman who was not 
at all proud, and almost one of themselves. 
Having thus collected nine roubles Mitya sent 
for po.sting-horses to take him to the Volovya 
station. This was how* the fact came to be re- 
membered and established that “at midday, 
on the day before the event, Mitya had not a 
farthing, and that he had sold his watch to get 
money and had borrowed three roubles from 
his landlord, all in the presence of witnesses.’’ 

1 note this fact, later on it will be apparent 
why I do so. 

i'hough he was radiant with the joyful an- 
ticipation that he w^ould at last solve all his 
difliculties, yet, as he drew near V'olovya sta- 
tion, he trembled at the thought of what Gru- 
shenka might be doing in his absence. What if 
she made up her mind to-day to go to Fyodor 
•Pavlovitch? T his was why he had gone off 
without telling her and why he left orders 
with his landlady not to let out where he had 
gone, if anyone came to inquire for him. 

“1 must, I must get back to-night,’’ he re- 
peated, as he was jolted along in the cart, “and 
1 da^-c say 1 shall have to bring this Lyagavy 
back here ... to draw up the deed.” So mused 
Mitya, with a throbbing heart, but alasl his 
dreams were not fated to be carried out. 


To begin with, he was late, taking a short 
cut from Volovya station which turned out to 
be eighteen versts instead of twelve. Secondly, 
he did not find the priest at home at Ilyinskoe; 
he had gone off to a neighbouring village. 
While Mitya, setting off there with the same 
exhausted horses, was looking for him, it was 
almost dark. 

'Fhe priest, a shy and amiable looking little 
man, informed him at once that though Lya- 
gavy had been staying with him at first, he was 
now at Suhoy Possyolok, that he was staying 
the night in the forester’s cottage, as he w'as 
buying timber there too. At Mitya's urgent re- 
quest that he w^ould take him to Lyagavy at 
once, and by so doing “save him, .so to .speak.’’ 
the priest agreed, after some demur, to con- 
duct him to Suhoy Po.ssyolok; his curiosity was 
obviously arou.sed. But, unluckily, he advised 
their going on fool, as it would not be “muth 
over’’ a verst. Mitya, of course, agreed, and 
marched off with his yard-long strides, so that 
the poor priest almost ran after him. He w'as 
a very cautious man, though not old. 

Mitya at once began talking to him, too, of 
his plans, nervously and excitedly asking ad- 
vice in regard to l.yagavy, and talking all the 
way. 'Fhe priest listened attentively, but gave 
little advice. He turned off Mitya’s questions 
w'ith: "I don’t know. Ah, I can’t say. llow can 
I tell?” and so on. When Mitya began to speak 
of his quarrel with his lather over his inherit- 
ance, the priest was positively alarmed, as he 
was in some way dependent on Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch. He inquired, however, w'ith surprise, 
why he called the pca.sant-trader Gorstkin, 
Lyagavy, and obligingly explained to Mitya 
that, though the man’s name really w’as Lya- 
gavy, he was never called so, as he would be 
gricvou-sly offended at the name, and that he 
must be sure to call him Gorstkin, “or you’ll 
do nothing with him; he won’t even listen to 
you,’’ .said the priest in condusion. 

Mitya was somewhat surprised for a mo- 
ment, and explained that that was what Sam- 
sonov had called him. On hearing this fact, 
the priest dropped the subject, though he 
would have done well to put into words his 
doubt whether, if Samsonov had sent him to 
that peasant, calling him Lyagavy, there was 
not something wrong about it and he was turn- 
ing him into ridicule. But Mitya had no time 
to pause over such trifles. He hurried, striding 
along, and only when he reached Suhoy Pos- 
syolok did he realise that theVhad come not 
one verst, nor one and a half, but at least 
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three. This annoyed him, but he controlled 
himself. 

They went into the hut. The forester lived 
in one half of the hut, and Gorstkin was lodg- 
ing in the other, the better room the other side 
of the passage. They went into that room and 
lighted a tallow candle. The hut was extreme- 
ly overheated. On the table there was a samo- 
var that had gone out, a tray with cups, an 
empty rum bottle, a bottle of vodka partly 
full, and some half-eaten crusts of wheaten 
bread. The visitor himself lay stretched at full 
length on the bench, with his coat crushed up 
under his head for a pillow, snoring heavily. 
Mitya stood in perplexity. 

“Of course, I must wake him. My business is 
too important. Tve come in such haste. I’m in 
a hurry to get back to-day,” he said in great 
agitation. IJut the priest and the forester stood 
in silence, not giving their opinion. Mitya 
went up and began trying to wake him him- 
self; he tried vigorously, but the sleeper did 
not wake. 

“He’s drunk,” Mitya decided. “Good Lordl 
What am I to do? What am I to do?” And, ter- 
ribly impatient, he began pulling him by the 
arms, by the legs, shaking his head, lifting 
him up and making him sit on the bench. Yet, 
after prolonged exertions, he could only suc- 
ceed in getting the drunken man to utter 
absurd grunts, and violent, but inarticulate 
oaths. 

“No, you’d better wait a little,” the priest 
pronounced at last, “for he’s obviously not in 
a fit state.” 

“He’s been drinking the whole day,” the 
forester chimed in. 

“Good heavens!” cried Mitya. “If only you 
knew how important it is to me and how des- 
perate I am!” 

“No, you’d better wait till morning,” the 
priest repeated. 

“Till morning? Mercy! that’s impossible!” 

And in his despair he was on the point of 
attacking the sleeping man again, but stopped 
short at once, realising the uselessness of his 
efforts. The priest said nothing, the sleepy for- 
ester looked gloomy. 

“What terrible tragedies real life contrives 
for people,” said Mitya, in complete despair. 
The perspiration was streaming down his face. 
The priest seized the moment to put before 
him, very reasonably, that, even if he succeed- 
ed in wakening the man, he would still be 
drunk and incapable of conversation. “And 
your business is important,” he said, “so you'd 


certainly better put it off till morning.” With 
a gesture of despair Mitya agreed. 

“Father, I will stay here with a light, and 
seize the favourable moment. As soon as he 
wakes I’ll begin. I’ll pay you for the light,” he 
said to the forester, “for the night’s lodging, 
too; you’ll remember Dmitri Karamazov. Only, 
Fatlier, I don’t know what we’re to do with 
you. Where Avill you sleep?” 

“No. I’m going home. I’ll take his horse and 
get home,” he said, indicating the forester. 
“And now I’ll say good-bye. I wish you all suc- 
cess.” 

So it was settled. The priest rode off on the 
forester’s horse, delighted to escape, though he 
shook his head uneasily, wondering whether 
he ought not next day to inform his benefac- 
tor Fyodor Pavlov*tch of this curious incident, 
“or he may in an unlucky hour hear of it, be 
angry, and withdraw his favour.” 

I he forester, scratching himself, went back 
to his room without a word, and Mitya sat on 
the bench to “catch the favourable moment,” 
as he expressed it. Profound dejection clung 
about his soul like a heavy mist. A profound, 
intense dejection! He sat thinking, but could 
reach no conclusion. The candle burnt dimly, 
a cricket chirped; it became insufferably close 
in the overheated room. He suddenly pictured 
the garden, the path behind the garden, the 
door of his father’s house mysteriously open- 
ing and Grushenka running in. He leapt up 
from the bench. ^ 

“It’s a tragedy!” he said, grinding his teeth. 
Mechanically he went up to the sleeping man 
and looked in his face. He was a lean, middle- 
aged peasant, with a very long face, flaxen 
curls, and a long, thin, reddish beard, wearing 
a blue cotton shirt and a black waistcoat, from 
the pocket of which peeped the chain of a sil- 
ver watch. Mitya looked at his face with in- 
tense hatred, and for scmie unknown reason 
his curly hair particularly irritated him. 

What was insufferably humiliating was that, 
after leaving things of such importance and 
making such sacrifices, he, Mitya, utterly worn 
out, should with business of such urgency be 
standing over this dolt on whom his whole 
fate depended, while he snored as though 
there were nothing the matter, as though he’d 
dropped from another planet. 

“Oh, the irony of fate!” cried Mitya, and, 
quite losing his head, he fell again to rousing 
the tipsy peasant. He roused him with a sort of 
ferocity, pulled at him, pushed him, even beat 
him; but after five minutes of vain exertions, 
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he returned to his bench in helpless despair, 
and sat down. 

“Stupid! Stupid!*' cried Mitya. “And how 
dishonourable it all is!” something made him 
add. His head began to ache horribly. “Should 
he fling it up and go away altogether?” he 
wondered. “No, wait till to-morrow now. I*ll 
stay on purpose. What else did I come for? 
Besides, I’ve no means of going. How am I to 
get away from here now? Oh, the idiocy of it!” 

But his head ached more and more. He sat 
without moving, and unconsciously dozed off 
and fell asleep as he sat. He seemed to have 
slept for two hours or more. He w'as waked up 
by his head aching so unbearably that he could 
have screamed. There was a hammering in his 
temples, and the top of his head ached. It was 
a long time before he could wake up fully and 
understand what had happened to him. 

At last he realised that the room was full of 
charcoal 1 nines from the stove, and that he 
might die of suffocation. And the drunken 
peasant still lay snoring. The candle guttered 
and was about to go out. Mitya cried out, and 
ran staggering acros . passage into the for- 
ester’s loom. 'I’he forester waked up at once, 
but hearing that the other room w'as full of 
fumes, to Mitya’s surprise and annoyance, ac- 
cepted the fact wM*th strange unconcern, though 
he did go to see to it. 

“But he’s dead, he’s dead! and , . . what am 
I to do then?” cried Milva frantically. 

They threw open the ooors, opened a win- 
dow and the chimney. Mitya brought a pail of 
water from the passage. First he wetted his 
own head, then, finding a rag of some sort, 
dipped it into the water, and put it on Lya- 
gavy’s head. The forester still treated the mat- 
ter contemptuously, and when he opened the 
window said grumpily: 

“It’ll be all right, now.” 

He went back to sleep, leaving Mitya a 
lighted lantern. Mitya fussed about the drunk- 
en peasant fc^r half an hour, wetting his head, 
a 11(1 gravely resolved not to sleep all night. 
But he was so worn out that when he .sat down 
for a moment to take breath, he closed his eyes, 
uncons( iously stretched himself full length on 
the bench and slept like the dead. 

It was dreadfully late when he w’akecl. It was 
.somewhere about nine o’clock. The sun w'as 
shining brightly in the two little windems of 
the .hut. 'Fhe curly-headed peasant was sitting 
on the bench and had his coat on. He had an- 
other samovar and another bottle in front of 
him. Yesterday’s bottle had already been fin- 


ished, and the new one was more than half 
empty. Mitya jumped up and saw at once that 
the cursed peasant was drunk again, hopeless- 
ly and incurably. He stared at him for a mo- 
ment with wide opened eyes. The peasant was 
silently and slyly w'atching him, wuth insulting 
composure, and even a .sort of contemptuous 
conclescension, so Mitya fancied. He rushed 
up to him. 

“Kxcusc me, you see ... I .. . you’ve mexst 
likely heard from the forester here in the hut. 
I’m I.ieutenant Dmitri Karamazov, the son of 
the old Karamazov whose copse you are buy- 
ing.” 

“That’s a lie!” .said the peasant, calmly and 
confidently. 

“A lie? You know Fyodor Pavlovitch?” 

“I don’t know any of your Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitches,” said the peasant, speaking thickly. 

“You’re bargaining with him for the copse, 
for the copse. Do w^ake up, and collect your- 
self. Father Pavc^^ of llyinskoe brought me 
here. You wTotc to Samsonov, and he has sent 
me to you,” Mitya gasped breathlessly. 

“You’re 1 — lying!” Lyagavy blurted out 
again. Mitya’s legs went cold. 

“For mercy’s sake! It isn’t a joke! You’re 
drunk, perhaps. Yet you can speak and under- 
stand ... or else ... I understand nothing!” 

“You’re a painter!” 

“For mercy’s sake! I'm Karamazov, Dmitri 
Karamazov. I have an offer to make you, an 
advantageous offer . . . very advantageous of- 
fer, concerning the copse!” 

The peasant strokccl his beard importantly. 

“No, you’ve contracted for the job and 
turned out a scamp. You’re a scoundrel!” 

“I assure you you're mistaken,” cried Mitya, 
WTinging his hands in despair. The peasant 
.still stroked his Ixeard, and suddenly screwed 
up his eyes cunningly. 

“No, you show' me this: you tell me the law 
that allows roguery. D’ycm hear? You’re a 
scoundrel! Do you understand that?” 

Mitya stepped back glocmiily, and suddenly 
“.something seemed tc^ hit him on the head,” 
as he .said afierw’ards. In an instant a light 
seemed to dawn in his mind, “a light was 
kindled and I grasped it all.” He stc^od, stupe- 
fied, w’ondcring how he, after all a man of in- 
telligence, could have yielded to such folly, 
have been led into such an adventure, and 
have kept it up for almost twenty-four hours, 
fussing round this Lyagavy. wetting his head. 

“Why, the man’s drunk, cj(dad drunk, and 
he’ll go on drinking now for a week; what’s 



200 


The Brothers Karamazov 


the use of waiting here? And what if Samsonov 

sent me here on purpose? What if she ? 

Oh God, what have I done?” 

The peasant sat watching him and grinning. 
Another time Mitya might have killed the fool 
in a fury, but now he felt as weak as a child. 
He went quietly to the bench, took up his 
overcoat, put it on without a word, and went 
out of the hut. He did not find the forester in 
the next room: there was no one there. He 
took fifty copecks in small change out of his 
pocket and put them on the table for his 
night’s lodging, the candle, and the trouble he 
had given. Coming out of the hut he saw noth- 
ing but forest all round. He walked at hazard, 
not knowing which way to turn out of the 
hut, to the right or to the left. Hurrying there 
the evening before with the priest, he had not 
noticed the road. He had no revengeful feeling 
for anybody, even for Samst)nov, in his heart. 
He strode along a narrow forest path, aimless, 
dazed, without heeding where he was going. A 
child could have knocked him dowm, so weak 
was he in body and soul. He got out of the for- 
est somehow, however, and a vista of fields, 
bare after the harvest, stretched as far as the 
eye could see. 

“VV^hat despair! What death all round!” he 
repeated, striding on and on. 

He was saved by meeting an old merchant 
who was being driven across country in a hired 
trap. When he overtook him, Mitya asked the 
Kay, and it turned out that the old menhant, 
too, was going to Volovya. After some discus- 
sion Mitya got into the trap. I'hree hours later' 
they arrived. At Volovya, Mitya at once or- 
dered posting-horses to drive to the town, and 
suddenly realised that he was appallingly hun- 
gry. While the horses were being harnessed, an 
omelette was prepared for him. He ate it all 
in an instant, ate a huge hunk of bread, ate a 
sausage, and swallowed three glasses of vodka. 
After eating, his spirits and his heart grew 
lighter. He flew towards the town, urged on 
the driver, and suddenly made a new and “un- 
alterable” plan to procure that “accursed 
money” before evening. “And to think, only 
to think that a man’s life should be ruined for 
the sake of that paltry three thousand!” he 
cried, contemptuously. “I’ll settle it to-day.” 
And if it had not been for the thought of C^ru- 
slienka and of what might have happened to 
her, which never left him, he would perhaps 

have become quite cheerful again But the 

thought of her was stabbing him to the heart 
every* moment, like a sharp knife. 


At last they arrived, and Mitya at once ran 
to Grushenka. 

Chapter Gold Mines 
Tins was the visit of Mitya of which Gni- 
shenka had spoken to Rakitin with such hor- 
ror. She was just then expecting the “mes- 
sage,” and was much relieved that Mitya had 
not been to see her that day or the day before. 
She hoped that “please God he won’t come till 
I’m gone away,” and he suddenly burst in on 
her. The rest w^e know already. To get him off 
her hands she suggested at once that he should 
walk wdth her to Samsonov’s, where she said 
she absolutely must go “to settle his accounts,” 
and when Mitya accompanied her at once, she 
said good-bye to him at the gate, making him 
promise to come at twelve o’clock to take her 
home again. Mitya, too, was delighted at this 
arrangement. If she was sitting at Samsonov’s 
she could not be going to Fyodor Pavlovitch’s. 
“if only she’s not lying,” he added at once. But 
he thought she was not lying from what he 
saw. 

He was that sort of jealous man who, in the 
absence of the beloved woman, at once invents 
all sorts of awful fancies of what may be hap- 
pening to her, and how she may be betraying 
him, but, when shaken, heartbroken, convinc ed 
of her faithlessness, he runs back to her, at the 
first glance at her face, her gay. laughing, af- 
fectionate face, he revives at once, lays aside 
all suspicion and with joyful sliame abuses 
himself for his jealousy. 

After leaving Grushenka at the gate he 
rushed home. Oh, he had so much still to do 
that day! But a load had been lifted from his 
heart, anyw'ay. 

“Now I must only make haste and find out 
from Smerdyakov whether anything happened 
there last night, whether, by any chance, she 
went to Fyodor Pavlovitch; ough!” floated 
through his mind. 

Before he had time to reach his IcKiging, 
jealousy had surged up again in his restless 
heart. 

Jealousy! “Othello was not jealous, he was 
trustful,” observed Pushkin. And diat remark 
alone is enough to show the deep insight of 
our great poet. Othello’s soul was shattered 
and his w'hole outlook clouded simply because 
his ideal was destroyed. But Oth^lo did not 
begin hiding, spying, peeping. He was trust- 
ful, on the contrary. He had to be led up, 
pushed on, excited with great difficulty before 
he could entertain the idea of deceit. The tru- 
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ly jealous man is not like that. It is impossible 
to picture to oneself the shame and moral deg- 
radation to which the jealous man can descend 
without a qualm of conscience. And yet it's 
not as though the jealous were all vulgar and 
base souls. On the contrary, a man of lofty feel- 
ings, whose love is pure and full of self-sacri- 
fice, may yet hide under tables, bribe the vilest 
people, and be familiar with the lowest ig- 
nominy of spying and eavesdropping. 

Othello was incapable of making up his 
mind to faithlessness— not incapable of forgiv- 
ing it, but of making up his mind to it— though 
his soul was as innocent and free from malice 
as a babe's. It is not so with the really jealous 
man. It is hard to imagine what some jealous 
men can make up their mind to and overlook, 
and what they can forgive! 'Fhe jealous are 
the readiest of all to forgive, and all women 
know it. The jealous man can forgive extra- 
ordinarily quickly (though, of course, after a 
violent scene), and he is able to forgive infi- 
delity almost conclusively proved, the very 
kisses and embraces he has seen, if only he can 
somehow he coip irii that it has all been 
"for the last time,’’ and that his rival will 
vanish from that day forward, will depart to 
the ends of the earth, or that he himself will 
carry her away somewhere, where that dreaded 
rival will not get near her. Of course the recon- 
( illation is only for an hour. For, even if the 
rival did disappear next day, he would invent 
another one and would be jealous of him. And 
one might wonder what there was in a love 
that had to be so watihed over, w'hat a love 
could be worth that needed siuh strenuous 
guarding. But that the jealous will never un- 
derstand. And yet among them arc men of 
noble hearts. It is remarkable, too, that those 
very men of noble hearl.«, standing hidden in 
some cupboard, listening andspying, never feel 
the stings of conscience at that moment, any- 
way, though they understand clearly enough 
with their "noble hearts" the shameful depths 
to which they have voluntarily sunk. 

At the sight of Grushenka, Mitya's jealousy 
vanished, and, for an instant he became trust- 
ful and generous, and positively despised him- 
self for his evil feelings. But it only proved 
that, in his love for the woman, there was an 
clement of something far higher than he him- 
self imagined, that it was not only a sensual 
pa.vsion, not only the "curve of her body," of 
which he had talked to^ Alyosha. But, as soon 
as Grushenka had gone, Mitya began to sus- 
pect her of all the low cunning of faitliless- 


ness, and he felt no sting of conscience at it. 

And so jealousy surged up in him again. He 
had, in any case, to make haste. The first thing 
to be done was to get hold of at least a small, 
temporary loan of money. The nine roubles 
had almost all gone on his expedition. And, as 
wc all know, one can't take a step without 
money. But he had thought over in the cart 
where he could get a loan. He had a brace of 
fine duelling pistols in a case, which he had 
not pawned till then because he prized them 
above all his posse.ssions. 

In the Metropolis tavern he had some 
time since made acquaintance with a young 
official and had learnt that this very opulent 
bachelor was passionately fond of wcapon.s. 
He used to buy pistols, revolvers, daggers, hang 
them on his wall and show them to acquaint- 
ances. He prided himself on them, and w»as 
quite a specialist on the mechanism of the re- 
volver. Mitya, without stopping to think, went 
straight to him, aiid offered to pawn his pistols 
to him for ten roubles. The official, delighted, 
began trying to persuade him to sell them out- 
right. But Mitya would not consent, so the 
young man gave him ten roubles, protesting 
that nothing would induce him to take inter- 
est. They parted friends. 

Mitya was in haste; he rushed tow^ards Fyo- 
dor Pavlovitch's by the back way, to his ar- 
bour, to get hold of Smerdyakov as soon as pos- 
sible. In this way the fact was established that 
three or four hours before a certain event, of 
whicli I shall speak later on, Mitya had not a 
farthing, and pawned for ten roubles a posses- 
sion he valued, though, three hours later, he 
Avas in possession of thousands. . . . But I am 
anticipating. From Marya Kondratyev na (the 
woman living near Fyodor Pavlovitch's) he 
learned tlie very disturbing fact of Smerdya- 
kov’s illness. He heard the story of his fall in 
the cellar, his fit, the doctor's visit, Fyodor Pav- 
lovitch's anxiety; he heard with interest, too, 
that his brother Ivan had set off that morning 
for Moscow. 

"I’hen he must have driven through Volov- 
ya before me," thought Dmitri, but he was 
terribly distressed about Smerdyakov. "What 
will happen now? Who'll keep watch for me? 
Who'll bring me word?" he thought. He be- 
gan greedily questioning the women whetlier 
they had seen anything the evening before. 
They quite understood what he was trying to 
find out, and completely reassured him. No 
one had been there. Ivan E^dorovitch had 
been there tliat night; everything had been per- 
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fectly as usual. Mitya grew thoughtful. He 
would certainly have to keep watch to-day, 
but where? Here or at Samsonov's gate? He 
decided that he must be on the lookout both 
here and there, and meanwhile . . . meanwhile 
. . . The difficulty was that he had to carry out 
the new plan that he had made on the journey 
back. He was sure of its success, but he must 
not delay acting upon it. Mitya resolved to 
sacrifice an hour to it: *‘ln an hour I shall know 
everything, I shall settle everything, and then, 
then, first of all to Samsonov's. I'll inquire 
whether Grushenka's there and instantly be 
back here again, stay till eleven, and then to 
Samsonov's again to bring her home." 7'his 
was what he decided. 

He flew home, washed, combed his hair, 
brushed his clothes, dressed, and went to Mad- 
ame Hohlakov’s. Alas! he had built his hopes 
on her. He had resolved to borrow three thou- 
sand from that lady. And what was more, he 
felt suddenly convinced that she would not 
refuse to lend it to him. It may be wondered 
why. if he felt so certain, he had not gone to 
her at first, one of his own sort, so to speak, in- 
stead of to Samsonov, a man he did not know, 
w'ho was not of his own class, and to whom he 
hardly knew how to speak. 

But the fact was that he had never known 
Madame Hohlakov well, and had seen noth- 
ing of her for the last month, and that he knew 
she could not endure him. She had detested 
him from the first because he was engaged to 
Katerina Ivanovna, while she had, for some 
reason, suddenly conceived the desire that Ka- 
terina Ivanovna should throw him over, and 
marry the "charming, chivalrously refined 
Ivan, who had such excellent manners." Mi- 
tya’s manners she detested. Mitya positively 
laughed at her, and had once said about her 
that she was just as lively and at her ease as 
she was uncultivated. But that morning in the 
cart a brilliant idea had struck him: "If she is 
so anxious I should not marry Katerina Ivan- 
ovna" (and he knew she was positively hysteri- 
cal upon the subject) "why should she retuse 
me now that three thousand, just to enable me 
to leave Katya and get away from her for ever. 
These spoilt fine ladies, if they set their hearts 
on anything, will spare no expense to satisfy 
their caprice. Besides, she's so rich," Mitya ar- 
gued. 

As for his “plan" it was just the same as be- 
fore; it consisted of the offer of his rights to 
Tchermashnya— but not with a commercial 
object, as it had been with Samsonov, not try- 


ing to allure the lady with the possibility of 
making a profit of six or seven thousand— but 
simply as a security for the debt. As he worked 
out this new idea, Mitya was enchanted with 
it, but .so it always was with him in all his un- 
dertakings, in all his sudden decisions. He gave 
him.self up to every new idea with passionate 
enthusiasm. Yet, when he mounted the steps 
of Madame Hohlakov's house he felt a shiver 
of fear run down his spine. At that moment 
he saw fully, as a mathematical certainty, that 
this was his last hope, that if this broke down, 
nothing else was left him in the world but to 
“rob and murder someone for the three thou- 
sand." It was half-past seven when he rang at 
the bell. 

At first fortune seemed to smile upon him. 
As soon as he was announced he was received 
with extraordinary rapidity. “As though she 
were waiting for me," thought Mitya, and as 
soon as he had been led to the drawing-room, 
the lady of the house herself ran in, and de- 
clared at once that she was expecting him. 

“I was expecting you! I was expecting you! 
Though I’d no reason to .suppose you would 
come to see me, as you will admit yourself. Yet, 
I did expect you. You may marvel at my in- 
stinct, Dmitri Fyodorovitch. but I was (on- 
vinced all the morning that you would come." 

“That is certainly wonderful, madam,” ob- 
served Mitya, sitting down limply, "but I have 
come to you on a matter of greai importance. 

. . . On a matter of supreme importance for 
me, that is, madam . . . for me alone . . . and 1 
hasten " 

“I know you've come on most important 
business. Dmitri Fyodorovitch; it's not a case 
of presentiment, no reactionar) harking back 
to the miraculous (have you heard about Fa- 
ther Zossima?). This is a ca.se of mathematics: 
you couldn’t help coming, after all that has 
passed with Katerina Ivanovna; you couldn’t, 
you couldn't, that's a mathematical certainty." 

"'Fhe realism of actual life, madam, that's 
what it is. But allow me to explain " 

"Realism indeed, Dmitri Fyodorovitch. I'm 
all for realism now. I've seen too much of mir- 
acles. You’ve heard tliat Father Zossima is 
dead?" 

“No, madam, it's the first time I've hoard of 
it." Mitya was a little surprised. The image of 
Alyosha rose to his mind. 

“Last night, and only imagine ” 

“Madam," said Mitya, "I can imagine noth- 
ing except that I'm in a desperate position, 
and that if you don't help me, everything will 
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come to grief, and I first of all. Excuse me for 
the triviality of the expression, but Tm in a 
fever " 

“I know, I know that you're in a fever. You 
could hardly fail to be, and whatever you may 
say to me,l know beforehand. I have long been 
thinking over your destiny, Dmitri Fyodoro- 
vitdi, 1 am watching over it and studying it. 

. . . Oh, believe me, I'm an ex|)ericn(ed doctor 
of the soul, Dmitri Fyodorov itch." 

“Madam, if you are an experienced doctor, 
I'm certainly an experienced patient.” said 
Mitya, with an effort to be polite, “and I feel 
that if you are watching over my destiny in 
this way, you will come to my help in my ruin, 
and so allow me, at least to explain to you the 
plan with which 1 have ventured to come to 
you . . . and what 1 am hoping of you. ... I 
have fome, madam ” 

“Don’t ex])lain it. It’s of secondary impor- 
taiue. liut as for help, you’re not the first I 
ha\e helped, Dmitri Fyodoroviu h. V'ou have 
most likely heard of my cousin, Madame Bel- 
mesov. Her husband was ruined, ‘liad come 
to grief,' as you characteristically express it, 
Dmitri Fyodorovitch. 1 jccoiiirnended him to 
lake to horse-breeding, and now he’s doing 
well. Have you any idea of horse-breeding, 
Dmitri Fyodorovitch?” 

“Not the faintest, madam; ah, madam, not 
the faintest!” cried Mitya, in nervous impa- 
tience. positively starting from his seat. “I sim- 
ply implore you. madam, to listen to me. Only 
give me two minutes of free speech that I may 
just explain to you everything, the whole 
plan with which I have come. Besides, I am 
short of time. I’m in a fearful hurry,” Mitya 
cried hysterically, Iceling that she was just go- 
ing to begin talking again, and hoping to cut 
her short. “I have come in despair ... in the 
last gasp of despair, to beg you to lend me the 
sum of three thousand, a loan, but on sate, 
most safe security, madam, with the most trust- 
worthy guarantees! Only let me explain '' 

“You must tell me all that afterwards, after- 
wards!” Madame Hohlakov w^ith a gesture de- 
manded silence in her turn, “and whatever 
you may tell me, I know it all beforehand; I’ve 
told you so already. You ask tor a ceitain sum, 
for three thousand, but I can give you more, 
immeasurably more; 1 will save you, Dmitri 
Fyodorovitch, but you must listen to me.” 

^[itya started from his scat again. 

“Madam, will you really be so good!” he 
cried, with strong fcelilig. “Good God, you’ve 
saved me! You have saved a man from a vio- 


lent death, from a bullet. . . . My eternal grati- 
tude '' 

“I will give you more, infinitely more than 
three thousand!” cried Madame Hohlakov, 
looking with a radiant smile at Mitya’s ecstasy. 

“Infinitely? But 1 don’t need so much. I 
only need that fatal three thousand, and on 
my part I can give .security for that sum with 
infinite gratitude, and I propose a plan which 

“Enough, Dmitri Fyodorovitch, it’s said and 
done.” Madame Hohlakov cut him short, with 
the modest triumph of beneficence. “I have 
promised to save you, and I will save you. I 
will save you as I did Belmcsov. What do you 
think of the gold mines, Dmitri Fyodoro- 
vitch?” 

“Of the gold mines, madiim? I have never 
thought anything about them.” 

“But I have thought of them for you. 
Thought of them over and over again. 1 have 
been watching ypu for the last month. I’ve 
watched you a hundred times as you’ve walked 
past, saying to myself: That’s a man of energy 
who ought to be at the gold mines. I’ve studied 
your gait and come to the conclusion: that's a 
man who would find gold.” 

“From my gait, madam?” said Mitya, smil- 
ing. 

“Yes, from your gait. You surely don’t deny 
that character can be told from the gait, 
Dmitri Fyodorovitch? Science supports the 
idea. I’m all for science and realism now. After 
all this busine.ss with Father Zossima, which 
has so upset me, from this very day I’m a real- 
ist and I want to devote myself to practical 
usefulness. I’m cured. ‘Enough!’ as Turgenev 
says.” 

“But madam, the three thousand you so gen- 
erously promised to lend me ” 

“It is yours, Dmitri Fyodorovitch,” Madame 
Hohlakov cut in at once. “The money is as 
good as in your pocket, not three thousand, 
but three million, Dmitri Fyodorovitch, in less 
than no time. I’ll make you a pre.scnt of the 
idea: you shall find gold mines, make millions, 
return and become a leading man, and wake 
us up and lead us to better things. Are we to 
leave it all to the Jews? You will found institu- 
tions and enterpri.scs of all sorts. You will help 
the poor, and they will bless you. I’his is the 
age of railways, Dmitri Fyodc^rovitch. You'll 
become famous and indispensable to the De- 
partment of Finance, which is so badly off at 
present. The depreciation of the rouble keeps 
me awake at night, Dmitri Fyodorovitch; peo- 
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pie don’t know that side of me ” 

**Madam, madam I” Dmitri interrupted with 
an uneasy presentiment. '‘1 shall indeed, per* 
haps, follow your advice, your wise advice, 
madam. ... I shall perhaps set off ... to the 
gold mines. . . . I’ll come and see you again 
about it . . . many times, indeed . . . but now, 
that three thousand you so generously . . . oh, 
that would set me free, and if you could to- 
day . . . you see, I haven’t a minute, a minute to 
lose to-day ” 

“Enough. Dmitri Fyodorovitch, enough!” 
Madame Hohlakov interrupted emphatically. 
“The question is, will you go to the gold mines 
or not; have you quite made up your mind? 
Answer yes or no.” 

“I will go, madam, afterwards. . . . I’ll go 
where you like . . . but now ” 

“Waitl” cried Madame Hohlakov. And 
jumping up and running to a handsome bu- 
reau with numerous little draw^ers, she began 
pulling out one drawer after another, looking 
for something with desperate haste. 

“The three thousand,” thought Mitya, his 
heart almost stopping, “and at the instant . . . 
without any papers or formalities . . . that’s 
doing things in gentlemanly stylel She's a 
splendid woman, if only she didn’t talk so 
much!” 

“Here!” cried Madame Flohlakov, running 
back joyfully to Mitya, “here is what I was 
looking for!” 

It was a tiny silver ikon on a cord, .such as is 
sometimes worn next the skin with a cross. 

“This is from Kiev, Dmitri Fyodorovitch,”' 
she w'ent on reverently, “from the relics of the 
Holy Martyr, Varvara. Let me put it on your 
neck myself, and with it dedicate you to a new 
life, to a new career.” 

And she actually put the cord round his 
neck, and began arranging it. In extreme em- 
barrassment, Mitya bent down and helpedher, 
and at last he got it under his neck-tie and 
collar through his shirt to his chest. 

“Now you can set off,” Madame Hohlakov 
pronounced, sitting down triumphantly in her 
place again. 

“Madam, I am so touched. 1 don’t know how 
to thank you, indeed ... for such kindness, 
but ... If only you knew how precious time 
is to me. . . . That sum of money, for which I 
shall be indebted to your generosity . . . Oh, 
madam, since you are so kind, so touchingly 
generous to me,” Mitya exclaimed impulsive- 
ly, “then let me reveal to you . . . though, of 
course, you've known it a long time . . . that 


1 love somebody here. ... I have been false to 
Katya . . . Katerina Ivanovna I should say. . . . 
Oh, I’ve behaved inhumanly, dishonourably 
to her, but I fell in love here with another 
w'oman ... a woman whom you, madam, per- 
haps, despise, for you know everything al- 
ready, but whom I cannot leave on any ac- 
count, and therefore that three thousand now 

“Leave everything, Dmitri Fyodorovitch.” 
Madame Hohlakov interrupted in the most 
decisive tone. “Leave everything, especially 
women. Gold mines are your goal, and there's 
no place for women there. Afterwards, when 
you come back rich and famous, you will find 
the girl of your heart in the highest society. 
That will be a modern girl, a girl of education 
and advanced ideas. By that time the dawning 
woman question will have gained ground, and 
the new woman w'ill have appeared.” 

“Madam, that's not the point, not at all. . . .” 
Mitya clasped his hands in entreaty. 

“Yes it is, Dmitri Fyodorovitch, just what 
you need; the very thing you’re yearning for, 
though you don’t realise it yourself. I am not 
at all opposed to the present woman move- 
ment, Dmitri Fyodorovitch. Tlie development 
of woman, and even the political emancipa- 
tion of w’oman in the near future— that’s my 
ideal. I’ve a daughter myself, Dmitri Fyodoro- 
vitch, people don’t know that side of me. I 
wTOte a letter to tlie author, Shtchedrin, on 
that subject. He has taught me so much, so 
much about the vocation of woman. So last 
year I sent him an anonymous letter of two 1 ines: 
*I kiss and embrace you, my teacher, for the 
modern w'oman. Persevere.’ And I signed my- 
self, ’A Mother.' I thought of •signing myself 
‘A contemporary Mother,' and hesitated, but 
I stuck to the simple 'Mother*; there’s more 
moral beauty in that, Dmitri Fyodorovitch. 
And the word ‘contemporary’ might have re- 
minded him oi The Contemporary— st. painiul 
recollection owing to the censorship. . . . Good 
Heavens, what is the matter!” 

“Madam!” cried Mitya, jumping up at last, 
clasping his hands before her in helpless en- 
treaty. “You will make me weep if you delay 
what you have so generously ” 

“Oh, do weep, Dmitri Fyodotovitch, do 
weep! That's a noble feeling . . . such a path 
lies open before you! Tears will case your 
heart, and later on you will return rejoicing. 
You will hasten to me from Siberia on purpose 
to share your joy w'ith me ” 

“But allow me, too!” Mitya cried suddenly. 
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‘Tor the last time I entreat you, tell me, can 
I have the sum you promised me to-day, if not, 
when may I come for it?” 

"What sum, Dmitri Fyodorovitch?” 

"The three thousand you promised me . . . 
that you so pjenerously " 

"Three thousand? Roubles? Oh. no, I haven’t 
pjot three thousand," Madame Hohlakov an- 
nounced with serene amazement. Mitya was 
stupefied. 

"Why, you said just now . . . you said . . . 
you said it was as good as in my hands ” 

"Oh, no, you misunderstood me, Dmitri 
Fyodorovitch. In that case you misunderstood 
me. I was talking of the gold mines. It’s true 
I promised you more, infinitely more than three 
thousand, I remember it all now, but I was re- 
ferring to the gold mines." 

"But the money? 'Fhe three thousand?" Mi- 
tya exclaimed, awkwardly. 

"Oh, it you meant money. I haven’t any. I 
haven’t a penny, Dmitri Fyodorovitch. I’m 
quarrelling with my steward about it, and I’ve 
just borrowed five hundred roubles from Miii- 
sov, myself. No, nr. T’vc no money. And, do 
you know, Dmitri Fyodorovitch, if I had, I 
wouldn’t give it to you. In the first place I 
never lend money. Lending money means los- 
ing friends. And 1 wouldn’t give it to you par- 
ticularly. I wouldn’t give it you, because I like 
you and want to save you, for all you need 
is the gold mines, the gold mines, the gold 
mines!" 

"Oh, the devil!" roared Mitya, and with all 
his might brought his fist down on the table. 

"Aie! -Aie!" cried Madame Hohlakov, 
alarmed, and she flew to the other end of the 
drawing-room. 

Mitya spat on the ground, and strode rap- 
idly out of the room, out of the house, into 
the street, into the darkness! He walked like 
one possessed, and beating himself on the 
breast, on the spot where he had struck himself 
two days previously, before Alyosha, the last 
time he sawhim in the dark, on the road. What 
those blows upon his breast signified, oti that 
spot, and what he meant by it— that w^as, for 
the time, a secret whit h was known to no one 
in the world, and had not been told even to 
Alyosha. But that secret meant for him more 
than disgrace; it meant ruin, suicide. So he had 
determined, if he did not get hold of the three 
th('usand that would pay his debt to Katerina 
Ivanovna, and so remove from his breast, from 
that spot on his breast', the shame he carried 
upon it, that weighed on his conscience. All 


this will be fully explained to the reader later 
on, but now' that his last hope had vanished, 
this man, so strong in appearance, burst out 
crying like a little child a few steps from the 
Hohlakovs' house. He walked on, and not 
knowing what he was doing, wdped aw'ay his 
tears with his fist. In this w'ay he reached the 
square, and suddenly became aware that he 
had stumbled against something. He heard a 
piercing wail from an old w'oman whom he 
had almost knocked down. 

"Good Lord, you’ve nearly killed me! Why 
don’t you look where you’re going, scapegrace?" 

"Why, it’s you!" cried Mitya, recognising 
the old w'oman in the dark. It was the old serv'- 
ant who waited on Samsonov, whom Mitya 
had particularly noticed the day before. 

"And w'ho are you, my good sir?" said the 
old woman in quite a different voice. "1 don’t 
knotv you in the dark." 

"You live at Kuzma Kuzmitch’s. You’re the 
servant there?" 

"Just so. sir, I w'as only running out to Pro- 
horitch’s . . . But I don't know you now." 

"Lell me, my good w’oman, is Agrafena 
Alexandrovna there now'?" said Mitya, beside 
himself with suspense. "I saw her to the house 
some time ago." 

"She has been there, sir. She stayed a little 
while, and w'cnt off again.” 

"What? Went away?" cried Mitya. “When 
did she go?" 

"Why, as soon as she came. She only stayed 
a minute. She only told Kuzma Kuzmitch a 
talc that made him laugh, and then she ran 
away." 

"You’re lying, damn you!" roared Mitya. 

"Aid Aie!" shrieked the old woman, but 
Mitya had vanished. 

He ran with all his might to the house w'hcre 
Grushenka lived. .At the moment he reached 
it, Grushenka w'as on her way to Mokroe. It 
was not more than a quarter of an hour after 
her departure. 

Fenya was sitting w’ith her grandmother, the 
old cook. Matr>ona, in the kitchen when "the 
captain" ran in. Fenya uttered a piercing shriek 
on seeing him. 

"You scream?" roared Mitya, "where is she?" 

But withoutgiviiig the terror-stricken Fenya 
time to utter a word, he fell all of a heap at her 
feet. 

"Fenya, for Christ’s sake, tell me, where is 
she?" 

"I don’t know. Dmitri F^dorovitch. my 
dear, 1 don’t know. You may kill me but I can’t 
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tell you.” Fenya swore and protested. “You 
went out with her yourself not long ago ” 

“She came back!” 

“Indeed she didn't. By God I swear she 
didn't come back." 

“You're lying!” shouted Mitya. “From your 
terror I know where she is.” 

He rushed away. Fenya in her fright was glad 
she had got off so easily. But she knew very 
well that it was only that he was in such haste, 
or she might not have fared so well. But as he 
ran, he surprised both Fenya and old Matryona 
by an unexpected action. On the table stood 
a brass mortar, with a pestle in it, a small brass 
pe.stle, not much more than six inches long. 
Mitya already had opened the door with one 
hand when, with the other, he snatt hed up the 
pestle, and thrust it in his side-pocket. 

"Oh Lord! He's going to murder someone!” 
cried Fenya, flinging up her hands. 

Chapter 4. In the Dark 
Where was he running? “Where could she be 
except at Fyodor Pavlovitch’s? She must have 
run straight to him from Samsonov's, that was 
clear now. The whole intrigue, the whole de- 
ceit was evident.” ... It all rushed whirling 
through his mind. He did not run to Marya 
Kondratyevna's. “There was no need to go 
there . . . not the slightest need ... he must 
raise no alarm . . . they would run and tell 
directly. . . . Marya Kondratyevna was clearly 
in the plot, Smerdyakov too, he too, all had 
been bought over!” 

He formed another plan of action: he ran' 
a long way round Fyodor Pavlpvitch's house, 
crossing the lane, running down Dmitrovsky 
Street, then over the little bridge, and so came 
straight to the deserted alley at the back,\vhich 
was empty and uninhabited, with, on one side 
the hurdle fence of a neighbour’s kitchen-gar- 
den, on the other the strong high fence that 
ran all round Fyodor Pavlovitch’s garden. Here 
he chose a spot, apparently the very place, 
where accorcling to the traditi<in. he knew 
Lizaveta had once climbed over it: “If she 
could climb over it,” the thought. God knows 
why, occurred to him, “surely I can.” He did 
in fact jump up, and instantly contrived to 
catch hold of the top of the fence, 'rhen he 
vigorously pulled himself up and sat astride 
on it. Close by, in the garden stood the bath- 
house, but from the fence he could see the 
lighted windows of the house too. 

“Yes, the old man’s bedroom is lighted up. 
She’s there!” and he leapt from tlic fence into 


the garden. Though he knew Grigory was ill 
and very likely Smerdyakov, too, and that there 
w'as no one to hear him, he instinctively hid 
himself, stood still, and began to listen. But 
there was dead silence on all sides and, as 
though of design, complete stillness, not the 
slightest breath of wind. 

“And naught but the whispering silence,” 
the line for some reason rose to his mind. “If 
only no one heard me jump over the fence! I 
think not.” Standing still for a minute, he 
walked softly over the grass in the garden, 
avoiding the trees and .shrubs. He walked slow- 
ly. creeping stealthily at every step, listening 
to his own footsteps. It took him five minutes 
to reach the lighted window. He remembered 
that just under the window' there were several 
thick and high bushes of elder and whitebeam. 
The door from the house into the garden on 
the left-hand side was shut; he hacl carefully 
looked on purpose to see, in passing. At last he 
reached the bushes and hid behind them. He 
held his breath. “I must wait now,” he thought, 
“to reassure them, in case they heard my foot- 
steps and are listening ... if only I don’t cough 
or snec/c.” 

He w'aited two minutes. His heart was beat- 
ing violently, and. atmoments, he could scarce- 
ly breathe. “No, this throbbing at my heart 
won't stop.” he thought. “I can’t wait any 
longer.” He w'as standing behind a bush in the 
shadow'. The light of the w'indc>w' fell on the 
front part of the bush. 

“How' red the w'hitebeam berries arc!” he 
murmured, not know'ing why. Softly and noise- 
lessly, step by step, he approached the winchnv, 
and raised himself on tiptoe. All P'yoclor Pav- 
lovitch’s l)cdroom lay open before him. It W’as 
not a large room, and was divided in tw'o jjarts 
by a red screen, “dhinese,” as Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch used to call it. The word “Chinese” 
flashed into Mitya’s mind, “and behind the 
screen, is Grushenka,” thought Mitya. He be- 
gan wat( hing Fyodor Pavlovitch. who w'as wear- 
ing his new' striped-silk dressing-gow'n, which 
Mitya hacl never seen, and a silk cord with 
tassels round the waist. A clean, dandified shirt 
of fine linen with gold studs peeped out under 
the collar of the clres‘ing-gown. On his head 
I'yodor Pavlovitch had the .same red bandage 
which Alyc>sha had seen. 

“He has got himself up.” thought Mitya. 

His fatht?r was standing near the window, 
apparently lc)st in thought. Suddenly he jerked 
up his head, li.stcned a moment, and hearing 
nothing went up to the table, poured out half 
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a glass of brandy from a decanter and drank it 
off. Then he uttered a deep sigh, again stood 
still a moment, walked carelessly up to the 
looking-glass on the wall, with his right hand 
raised the red bandage on his forehead a little, 
and began examining his bruises and scars, 
which had not yet disappeared. 

“He’s alone,” thought Mitya, “in all proba- 
bility he’s alone.” 

Fyodor Pavlovitch moved away from the 
looking-glass, turned suddenly to the window 
and looked out. Mitya instantly slipped away 
into the shadow. 

“She may be there behind the screen. Per- 
haps she’s asleep by now,” he thought, with a 
pang at his heart. Fyodor Pavlovitch moved 
away from the window. “He’s looking for her 
out of the window, .so she’s not there. Why 
should he stare out into the dark? He’s wild 
with impatience.” . . . Mitya slipped back at 
once, and fell to gazing in at the window again. 
'I’he old man was sitting down at the table, 
apparently disappointed. At last he put his 
elbow on the table, and laid his right dieek 
against his hand. Mitya svatched him eagerly. 

“He’s alone, he’s alonel” he repeated again. 
“If she were here, his face would be different.” 

Strange to say, a <jueer, irrational vexation 
rose up in his heart that she was not here. “It’s 
not that she’s not licre,” he explained to him- 
self. immediately, “but that I can’t tell for cer- 
tain whether she is or not .” Mitya remembered 
afterwards that his mind was at that moment 
exceptionally dear, that he took in everything 
to the slightest detail, and missed no point. 
But a feeling of misery, the misery of uncer- 
tainty and indecision, was growing in his heart 
with every instant. “Is she here or not?” 'Flic 
angry doubt filled his heart, and suddenly, 
making up his mind, he put out his hand and 
softly knocked on the window frame. He 
knocked the signal the old man had agreed 
upon with Smerdyakov, twice slowly and then 
three times more quickly, the signal that 
meant “Grushenka is herel” 

The old man started, jerked up his head, 
and, jumping up cpiickly, ran to the window. 
Mitya slipped away into the shadow. Fyodor 
Pavlovitch opened the window and thrust his 
whole head out. 

“Grushenka, is it you? Is it you?” he said, in 
a sort of trembling half- whisper. “Where are 
you, my angel, where are you?” He was fear- 
fully agitated and breathless. 

“He’s alone,” Mitya decided. 

“Where are you?” cried the old man again; 
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and he thrust his head out farther, thrust it out 
to the shoulders, gazing in all directions, right 
and left. “Come here, I’ve a little present for 
you. Come, I’ll show you ...” 

“He means the three thousand,” thought 
Mitya. 

“But where are you? Arc you at the door? 
I’ll of)cn it directly.” 

And the old man almost climbed out of the 
window, peering out to the right, where there 
was a door into the garden, trying to see into the 
darkness. In another second he would cer- 
tainly have run out to open the door without 
waiting for Gnishenka’s answer. 

Mitya looked at him from the side without 
stirring. The old man’s profile that he loathed 
so, his pendent Adam’s apple, his hooked nose, 
his lips tliat smiled in greedy expectation, 
were all brightly lighted up by the slanting 
lamplight falling on the left from the room. 
A horrible fury of hatred suddenly surged up 
in Mitya’s heart: “There he was, his rival, the 
man who had tormented him, had ruined his 
life!” It was a rush of that sudden, furious, re- 
vengeful anger of which he had spoken, as 
though forc.seeing it, to Alyosha, four days ago 
in the arbour, when, in answer to Alyosha’s 
question. “How tan you say you’ll kill our 
father?” “I don’t know, I don’t know,” he had 
said then. “Perhaps 1 shall not kill him, per- 
haps I shall. I'm afraid he’ll suddenly be so 
loathsome to me at that moment. I hate his 
double chin, his nose, his eyes, his shameless 
grin. I feel a personal repulsion. That’s what 
I'm afraid of, that’s what may be too much for 
me.” . . . This pcrsmial repulsion was growing 
unendurable. Mitya was beside himself, he 
suddenly pulled the brass pestle out of his 
pocket. 

“God was watching over me then,” Mitya 
himself said afterwards. At that very moment 
Grigory waked up on his bed of sickness. 
Earlier in the evening he had undergone the 
treatment which Smerdyakov had described to 
Ivan. He had rubbed himself all over with 
vodka mixed with a secret, very strong decoc- 
tion. had drunk what W’as left of the mixture 
whiic his wife repeated a “certain prayer” over 
him, after which he had gone to bed. Marfa 
Ignatyevna had tasted the stuff, too, and, being 
unused to strong drink, slept like the dead be- 
side her husband. 

But Grigory waked up in tl)e night, quite 
siiddcnlv, ancl, after a moment’s rellection, 
though he immediately felt a sharp pain in hia 
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back, he sat up in bed. Then he deliberated 
again, got up and dressed hurriedly. Perhaps 
his conscience was uneasy at the thought of 
sleeping while the house was unguarded “in 
such perilous times.** Smerdyakov, exhausted 
by his fit, lay motionless in the next room. 
Marfa Ignatyevna did not stir. “The stuff’s been 
too much for the woman,” Grigory thought, 
glancing at her, and groaning, he w'cnt out on 
the steps. No doubt he only intended to look 
out from the steps, for he was hardly able to 
walk, the pain in his back and his right leg 
was intolerable. But he suddenly remembered 
that he had not locked the little gate into the 
garden that evening. He was the most punctual 
and precise of men, a man who adhered to an 
unchangeable routine, and habits that lasted 
for years. Limping and writhing with pain he 
went down the steps and towards the garden. 
Yes, the gate stood wide open. Mechanically he 
stepped into the garden. Perhaps he fancied 
something, perhaps caught some sound, and, 
glancing to the left he saw his master’s window 
open. No one was looking out of it then. 

“What’s it open for? It’s not summer now,” 
thought Grigory, and suddenly, at that very 
instant he caught a glimpse of something ex- 
traordinary before him in the garden. Forty 
paces in front of him a man seemed to be run- 
ning in the dark, a sort of shadow was moving 
very fast. 

“Good Lord I’’ cried Grigory beside himself, 
and forgetting the pain in his back, he hurried 
to intercept the running figure. He took a short 
cut, evidently he knew the garden better; the 
flying figure went tow'ards the bath-hou.se, ran 
behind it and rushed to the garden fence. Grig- 
ory followed, not losing sight of him, and ran, 
forgetting everything, lie reached the fence 
at the very moment the man was climbing 
over it. Grigory cried out, beside himself, 
pounced on him, and clutched his leg in his 
two hands. 

Yes, his foreboding had not deceived him. 
He recognised him; it was he, the “monster," 
the “parricide." 

“Parricidel” the old man shouted .so that the 
whole neighbourhood could hear, but he had 
not time to shout more, he fell at once, as 
though stnick by lightning. 

Mitya jumpecl back into the garden and bent 
over the fallen man. In Mitya’s hands was a 
brass pestle, and he flung it mechanically in 
the grass. The pestle fell two paces from Grig- 
ory, not in the grass but on the path, in a 
most conspicuous place. For some seconds he 


examined the prostrate figure before him. The 
old man’s head was covered with blood. Mitya 
put out his hand and began feeling it. He re- 
membered afterwards clearly that he had been 
awfully anxious to make sure whether he had 
broken the old man’s skull, or simply stunned 
him with the pestle. But the blood was flow- 
ing horribly; and in a moment Mitya’s fingers 
were drenched with the hot stream. He remem- 
bered taking out of his pocket the clean white 
handkerchief with which he had provided 
himself for his visit to Madame Hohlakov, and 
putting it to the old man's head, senselessly try- 
ing to wipe the blood from his face and tem- 
ples. But the handkerchief was instantly soaked 
with blood. 

“Good heavens! What am I doing it for?’’ 
thought Mitya, suddenly pulling himself to- 
gether. “If I have broken his skull, how can I 
find out now? And what difference does it 
make now?" he added, hopelessly. “If I’ve 
killed him. I've killed him. . . . You’ve conic to 
grief, old man, .so there you must lie!" he .said 
aloud. And suddenly turning to the fence, he 
vaulted over it into the lane and fell to run- 
ning— the handkerchief soaked with blood he 
held, crushed up in his right fist, and as he 
ran he thrust it into the back pocket of his 
coat. He ran headlong, and the lew ))asscr.s-by 
who met him in the dark, in the streets, remem- 
bered alterwards that tliey had met a man run- 
ning that night. He flew back’^again to the 
widow Morozov’s house. 

Immediately after he had left it that eve- 
ning, Fenya had rushed to the chief porter, 
Nazar Ivanovitch, and besought him, for 
Christ’s sake, “not to let the captain in again 
to-day or to-morrow." Nazar Ivanovitch prom- 
ised, but went upstairs to his mistress who had 
suddenly sent for him, and meeting his neph- 
ew, a boy of twenty, who had recently come from 
the country, on the way up told him to take his 
place, but forgot to mention “the captain." 
Mitya, running up to the gate, knocked. The 
lad instantly recognised him, for Mitya had 
more than once tipped him. Opening the gate 
at once, he let him in, and ha.stenecl to inform 
him with a good-humoured .smile that “Agra- 
fena Alexandrovna is not at home now, you 
know.” 

“Where is .she then, Prohor?" asked Mitya, 
stopping short. 

“She set off this evening, some two hours 
ago, with Timofey, to Mokroe.” 

“W^hat for?" cried Mitya. 

“That I can’t say. To see some officer. Some- 
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one invited her and horses were sent to fetch 
her/' 

Mitya left him, and ran like a madman to 
Fenya. 

Chapter 5. A Sudden Resolution 
Sue was sitting in the kitchen with her grand- 
mother; they were both just going to bed. Re- 
lying on Nazar Ivanovitch, they had not locked 
tlicniselves in. Mitya ran in, pounced on Fenya 
anti seized her by the throat. 

“Speak at once! Where is she? With whom 
is she now, at Mokroe?” he roared furiously. 

lioth the women squealed. 

“Aid ril tell you. Aie! Dmitri Fyodorovitch, 
darling, I'll tell you everything directly, I 
won’t hide anything," gabbled Fenya, fright- 
ened U) death; “she's gone to Mokroe, to her 
offiter." 

“What officer?" roared Mitya. 

“To her officer, the same one she used to 
know, the one who threw her over five years 
a|L>o,” cackled Fenya, as fast as she could speak. 

Mitya withdrew hands with which he 
was scjucezing her throat. He stood facing her, 
|>ale as death, unable to utter a word, but his 
eyes showed that he realised it all, all, from the 
first word, and guessed the whole position. 
Poor Fenya was not in a condition at that mo- 
ment tooi)Scrve whether he understood or not. 
She remained silling on the trunk as she had 
been when he ran into the room, trembling 
all over, holding her hands out before her as 
though trying to defend herself. She seemed 
to have grown rigid in that position. Her wide- 
opened, scared eyes were fixed immovably up- 
on him. And to make matters worse, both his 
hands were smeared with blood. On the way, 
as he ran, he must have touched his forehead 
with them, wiping off the perspiration, so that 
on his forehead and hisright cheek were blood- 
stained patches. Fenya was on the verge of 
hysterics. The old cook had jumped up and 
was staring at him like a mad woman, almost 
unconscious with terrcjr. 

Mitya stoc^d for a moment, then mechani- 
cally sank on to a chair next to Fenya. He sat, 
not reflecting but, as it were, terror-stricken, 
benumbed. Yet everything was clear as day: 
tliat officer, he knew about him, he knew^ every- 
thing perfectly, he had known it from Gru- 
shenka herself, had known that a letter had 
come from him a month before. So that for a 
month, for a whole month, this had been going 
on, a secret from him, till the very arrival of 
this new man, and he had never thought of 
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him! But how could he, how could he not have 
thought of him? Why was it he had forgotten 
this officer, like that, forgotten him as soon as 
he heard of him? That was the question that 
faced him like some monstrous thing. And he 
looked at this monstrous thing with horror, 
growing cold with horror. 

But suddenly, as gently and mildly as a gen- 
tle and affectionate child, he began speaking 
to Fenya as though he had utterly forgotten 
how he had scared and hurt her just now. He 
fell to questioning Fenya with an extreme pre- 
ciseness, aston ishing in h is posi tion , and though 
the girl looked wildly at his blood-stained 
hands, she, too, with wonderful readiness and 
rapidity, answered every question as though 
eager to put the whole truth and nothing but 
the truth before him. Little by little, even 
with a sort of enjoyment, she began explaining 
every detail, not wanting to torment him, but, 
as it were, eager tc^ be of the utmost service to 
him. She described the whole of that day, in 
great detail, the visit of Rakitin and Alyosha, 
how she, Fenya, had stood on the watch, how 
the mistress had set off, and how she had called 
out of the window to Alyosha to give him, 
Mitya, her greetings, and to tell him “to re- 
member for ever how she had loved him for 
an hour." 

Hearing of the message, Mitya suddenly 
smiled, and there was a flush of colour on his 
pale checks. At the same moment Fenya said 
to him, not a bit afraid now to be impiisitive: 

“Look at your hands, Dmitri Fyodorovitch. 
They're all over blood!" 

“Yes," answered Mitya mechanically. He 
looked carelessly at his hands and at once for- 
got them and Fenya's question. 

He sank into silence again. Twenty minutes 
had passed since he had run in. His first horror 
was over, but evidently some new fixed deter- 
mination had taken possession of him. He sud- 
denly stood up, smiling dreamily. 

“What has happenecl to you, sir?" said Fen- 
ya, pointing to his hands again. She spoke com- 
passionately, as though she felt very near to 
him now in his grief. Mitya looked athis hands 
again. 

"That's blood, Fenya," he said, looking at 
her with a strange expression. “That's human 
blood, and my God! why was it shed? But . . . 
Fenya . . . there's a fence here" (he looked 
at her as though setting her a riddle), “a high 
fence, and terrible to l(x>k at.^ut at dawn to- 
morrow, when the sun rises, ‘Mitya will leap 
over that fence You don't understand what 
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fence, Fenya, and, never mind. . . . You'll hear 
to-morrow and understand . . . and now, good- 
bye. 1 won't stand in her way. I’ll step aside. I 
know how to step aside. Live, my joy. ... You 
loved me for an hour, remember Mityenka 
Karamazov so for ever. . . . She always used to 
call me Mityenka, do you remember?” 

And with those words he went suddenly out 
of the kitchen. Fenya w'as almost more fright- 
ened at this sudden departure than she had 
been w'hen he ran in and attacked her. 

Just ten minutes later Dmitri went in to 
Pyotr Ilyitch Perhotin, the young official with 
whom he had pawned his pistols. It was by 
now half-past eight, and Pyotr Ilyitch had 
finished his evening tea, and had just put his 
coat on again to go to the Metropolis to play 
billiards. Mitya caught him coming out. 

Seeing him with his face all smeared with 
blood, the young man uttered a cry of surprise. 

“Good heavens! What is the matter?” 

‘‘I've come for my pistols,” said Mitya, ‘‘and 
brought you the money. And thanks very much. 
I'm in a hurry, Pyotr Ilyitch, please make 
haste.” 

Pyotr Ilyitch grew more and more surprised; 
he suddenly caught sight of a bundle of bank- 
notes in Mitya's hand, and what was more, he 
had walked in holding the notes as no one 
walks in and no one carries money: he had 
them in his right hand, and held them out- 
stretched as if to show them. Perhotin’s serv- 
ant-boy, who met Mitya in the passage, said 
afterwards that he walked into the passage in 
the same way, with the money outstretched in 
his hand, so he must have been carrying them 
like that even in the streets. They were all 
rainbow-coloured hundred-rouble notes, and 
the fingers holding them were covered with 
blood. 

When Pyotr Ilyitch was questioned later on 
as to the sum of money, he said that it was dif- 
ficult to judge at a glance, but that it might 
have been two thousand, or perhaps three, 
but it was a big, “fat” bundle. ‘‘Dmitri Fyo- 
dorovitch,” so he testified afterwards, ‘‘seemed 
unlike himself, too; not drunk, but, as it were, 
exalted, lost to everything, but at the same 
time, as it were, absorbed, as though ponder- 
ing and searching for something and unable 
to come to a decision. He was in great ha.ste, 
answered abruptly and very strangely, and at 
moments seemed not at all dejected but quite 
cheerful.” 

“But what is the matter wdth you? What's 
wrong?” cried Pyotr Ilyitch, looking wildly at 


his guest. “How is it that you're all covered 
wdth blood? Have you had a fall? Look at your- 
self!” 

He took him by the elbow and led him to 
the glass. 

Seeing his blood-stained face, Mitya started 
and scowled wrathfully. 

“Damnation! That’s the last straw,” he mut- 
tered angrily, hurriedly changing the notes 
from his right hand to the left, and impulsive- 
ly jerked the handkerchief out of his pocket. 
But the handkerchief turned out to be soaked 
with blood, too (it was the liandkerchief he 
had used to wipe Grigory's face). There was 
scarcely a white spot on it. and it had not 
merely begun to dry, but had stidenecl into a 
crumpled ball and could not be pulled apart. 
Mitya threw it angrily on the floor. 

“Oh, damn it!” he said. “Haven't you a rag 
of some sort ... to wipe my face?” 

“So you’re only stained, not wounded? You'd 
better wash,” said Pyotr Ilyitch. “Here's a 
W'ash-stand. I’ll pour you out some water.” 

“A wash-stand? Thai’sall right . . . butwhcrc 
am 1 to put this?” 

With the strangest perplexity he indicated 
his bundle of hundred-rouble notes, looking 
inquiringly at Pyotr Ilyitch as though it were 
for him to decide what he, Mitya, was to do 
w'ith his own money. 

“In your pocket, or on the table here. 7'hcy 
won’t be lost.” ^ 

“In my pocket? Yes, in my pocket. .All right. 

. . . But, I say, that’s all nonsense,” he cried, as 
though suddenly coming out of his absorp- 
tiem. “I.ook here, let's first settle that business 
of the pistols, fiive them back to me. Here’s 
your money . . . because 1 am in great need of 
thcmi . . . and 1 haxen’t a minute, a minute to 
spare.” 

.And taking the topmost note from the l)un- 
dle he held it out to Pyotr Ilyitch. 

“But I .shan't have change enough. Haven’t 
you less?” 

“No,” said Mitya, looking again at the bun- 
dle, and as though not trusting his own words 
he lurned over tw'o or three of the topmost ones. 

“No, they’re all alike,” he added, and again 
he looked inquiringly at Pyotr Ilyitch. 

“How have you grown so rich?” the latter 
asked. “Wait, I’ll send my boy to Plotnikov's, 
they dose late— to see if they won’t c:hangc it. 
Here, Misha!” he called into the passage. 

“I’o Plotnikov's shop— first-rate!” cried Mi- 
tya, as though struck by an idea. “Misha,” he 
turned to the boy as he came in, “look here. 
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run to Plotnikov's and tell them that Dmitri 
Fyodorovitch sends his greetings, and will be 
there directly. . . . But listen, listen, tell them 
to have champagne, three dozen bottles, ready 
before I come, and packed as it was to take to 
Mokroe. I took four dozen with me then,” 
he added (suddenly addressing Pyotr Ilyitch); 
“they know all about it, don't you trouble, 
Misha,” he turned again to the boy. “Stay, lis- 
ten; tell them to put in cheese, Strasburg pics, 
smoked fish, ham, caviare, and everything, 
everything they've got, up to a hundred rou- 
bles, or a hundred and twenty as before. . . . 
But wait: don't let them forget dessert, sweets, 
pears, waiermelons, two or three or four—no, 
one melon’s enough, and chocedate, candy, 
toffee, fondants; in fact, everything I took to 
Mokroe before, three hundred roubles' worth 
with the champagne ... let it be just the same 
again. And remember, Misha, if you are called 

^iisha His name is Misha, isn't it?" He 

turned to Pyotr Ilyitch again. 

“Wait a minute," Pyotr Ilyitch intervened, 
listening and tvatching him uneasily, “you'd 
better go yourself aiid vcd them. He'll muddle 
it.” 

“He will, 1 see he willl Eh, Mishal Why, I 
was going to kiss you for the commission. . . . 
If you don’t make a mistake, there's ten rou- 
bles for you. run along, make haste. . . . Cham- 
pagne's the chief tiling, let them bring up 
champagne. And brandy, too, and red and 

white wine, and all I had then 'Fhey know 

what 1 had then.” 

“But listen!” Pyotr Ilyitch interrupted with 
some impatience. “I say. let him simply run 
and change the money and tell them not to 
close, and you go and tell them. . . . Ciive him 
your note. Be off, Misha! Put your best leg 
forward!” 

Pyotr Ilyitch seemed to hurry Misha off on 
purpose, because the boy remained standing 
with his mouth and eyes wide open, apparently 
understanding little of Mitya’s orders, ga/ing 
up with amazement and terror at his blood- 
stained face and the trembling blood-stained 
fingers that held the notes. 

“Well, now come and wash,” said Pyotr 
Ilyitch sternly. “Put the money on the table 
or else in your pocket. . . . That's right, come 
along. But take off your coat.” 

And beginning to help him off with his coat, 
he cried out again: 

“Look, your coat’s covered with blood, tool” 

“That . . . it's not the coat. It’s only a little 
here on the sleeve. . . . And that’s only here 


where the handkerchief lay. It must have 
soaked through. I must have sat on the hand- 
kerchief at Fenya’s, and the blood’s come 
through,” Mitya explained at once with a child- 
like unconsciousness that was astounding. 
Pyotr Ilyitch listened, frowning. 

“Well, you must havebeenup to something; 
you must have been fighting with someone,” 
he muttered. 

They began to wash. Pyotr Ilyitch held the 
jug and poured out the water. Mitya, in des- 
perate haste, scarcely soaped his hands (they 
were trembling, and Pyotr Ilyitch remembered 
it afterwards). But the young official insisted 
on his soaping them thoroughly and rubbing 
them more. He seemed to exercise more and 
more sway over Mitya, as time went on. It may 
be noted in passing that he was a young man 
of sturdy character. 

“Look, you haven't got your nails clean. 
Now rub your face; here, on your temples, by 
your ear. . . . Will you go in that shirt? Where 
are you going? Look, all the cuff of your right 
sleeve is (overed with blood.” 

“Yes, it’s all bloody,” observed Mitya, look- 
ing at the cuff of his shirt. 

“'Fhen change your shirt.” 

“I haven’t time. You see I'll . . .” Mitya went 
on with the same confiding ingenuousness, dry- 
ing his face and hands on the towel, and put- 
ting on his coat. “I’ll turn it up at the wrist. It 
won’t be seen under the coat You see!” 

“'Fell me now, what game have you been up 
to? Have you been fighting with someone? In 
the tavern again, as before? Have you been 
beating that captain again?” Pyotr Ilyitch 
asked him reproachfully. “Whom have you 
been beating now ... or killing, perhaps?” 

“Nonsense!” said Mitya. 

“Why ‘nonsense’?” 

“Don’t worry,” said Mitya, and he suddenly 
laughed. “I smashed an old woman in the 
market-place just now." 

“Smashed? An old woman?” 

“An old man!” cried Mitya, looking Pyotr 
Ilyitch straight in the face, laughing, and 
shouting at him as though he were deaf. 

“Confound it! An old woman, an old man. 
. . . Have you killed someone?” 

“We made it up. We had a row— and made 
it up. In a place I know of. We parted friends. 
A fool. . . . He’s forgiven me. . . . He’s sure to 
have forgi\en me by now ... if he had got up, 
he wouldn't have forgiven me,”— Mitya sud- 
denly winked— “only damn hirti, you know, I 
say, Pyotr Ilyitch, damn him! Don't worry 
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about himl I don’t want to just nowl” Mitya 
snapped out, resolutely. 

“Whatever do you want to go picking quar- 
rels with everyone for? . . . Just as you did with 
that captain over some nonsense. . . . You’ve 
been fighting and now you're rushing off on 
the spree— that’s you all over! Three dozen 
champagne— what do you want all that for?” 

“Bravo! Now give me the pistols. Upon my 
honour I've no time now. 1 should like to have 
a chat with you, my dear boy, but 1 haven’t the 
time. And there’s no need, it’s too late for talk- 
ing. Where’s my money? Where have I put it?" 
he cried, thrusting his hands into his pockets. 

“You put it on the table . . . yourself. . . . 
Here it is. Had you forgoiten? M<»ney’s like 
dirt or water to you, it seems. Here are your 
pistols. It’s an odd thing, at six o’clock you 
pledged them for ten roubles, and now you’ve 
got thousands. Two or three I should say." 

“Three, you bet," laughed Mitya, stuffing 
the notes into the side-pocket of his trousers. 

“You’ll lose it like that. Have you found a 
gold mine?” 

“The mines? The gold mines?" Mitya 
shouted at the top of his voice and went off 
into a roar of laughter. “Would you like to go 
to the mines, Perhotin? 'There’s a lady here 
who’ll stump up three thousand for you, if 
only you’ll go. She did it for me, she’s so aw- 
fully fond of gold mines. Do you know Madame 
Hohlakov?" 

“1 don’t know her, but I’ve heard of her and 
seen her. Did she really give you three thou- 
sand? Did she really?" said Pyotr Ilyitch, eye- 
ing him dubiously. 

“As soon as the sun rises to-morrow, as soon 
as Pheebus, ever young, flies upwards, praising 
and glorifying God, you go to her, thisMadame 
Hohlakov, and ask her whether she did stump 
up that three thousand or not. Try and find 
out.” 

“I don’t know on what terms you are . . . 
.since you say it so positively, 1 suppose she did 
give it to you. You’ve got the money in your 
hand, but instead of going to Siberia you’re 
spending it all. . . . Where arc you really off to 
now, eh?” 

“I’o Mokroe." 

“To Mokroe? But it’s night!" 

“Once the lad had all, now the lad has 
naught," cried Mitya suddenly. 

“How ‘naught’? You say that with all those 
thousands!" 

“I’m not talking about thousands. Damn 
thousands! I’m talking of the female character. 


Fickle is the heart of woman 
Treacherous and full of vice; 

1 agree with Ulysses. That’s what he says.” 

"I don’t understand you!” 

“Am I drunk?" 

“Not drunk, but worse.” 

“I’m drunk in spirit, Pyotr Ilyitch, drunk 
in spirit! But that’s enough!” 

“What are you doing, loading the pistol?” 

“I’m loading the pistol.” 

Unfastening the pistol-case, Mitya actually 
opened the powder horn, and carefully sprin- 
kled and rammed in the charge. Then he took 
the bullet and, before inserting it, held it in 
two fingers in front of the candle. 

“Why are you looking at the bullet?" asked 
Pyotr Ilyitch, watching him with uneasy curi- 
osity. 

“Oh, a fancy. Why, if you meant to put that 
bullet in your brain, would you look at it or 
not?" 

“Why look at it?" 

“It’s going into my brain, so it’s interesting 
to look and sec what it’s like. But that's fool- 
ishness, a moment's foolishness. Now that’s 
done,” he added, putting in the bullet and 
driving it home with the ramrod. “Pyotr Il- 
yitch, my dear fellow, that’s nonsense, all non- 
sense, and if only you knew what nonsense! 
Give me a little piece of paper now,” 

“Here's some paper.” 

“No, a dean new piece, writing^aper. That’s 
right.” 

And taking a pen from the table, Mitya rap- 
idly wrote two lines, folded the paper in four, 
and thrust it in his waistcoat pocket. He put 
the pistols in the case, locked it up, and kept 
it in his hand. 'Then he looked at Pyotr Ilyitch 
wilh a slow, thoughtful smile. 

“Now, let's go.” 

“Where arc we going? No, wait a minute. 
. . . Arc you thinking of putting that bullet in 
your brain, perhaps?” Pyotr Ilyitch asked un- 
ea.sily. 

“I was fooling about the bullet! I want to 
live. I love life! You may be sure of that. 1 love 
goldcn-haircd Pha*bus and his warm light. . . . 
Dear Pyotr Ilyitch, do you know how to step 
aside?" 

“What do you mean by ‘stepping aside'?" 

“Making way. Making way foi? a dear crea- 
ture, and for one I hate. And to let the one I 
hate become dear— that's what making way 
means! And to say to them: God bless you, go 
your way, pass on, while I ” 

“WTiile you ?" 
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‘*That‘s enough, let's go.” 

"Upon my word. 1*11 tell someone to pre- 
vent your going there/* said Pyotr Ilyitch, look- 
ing at him. "What arc you going to Mokroc 
for, now?** 

"There*s a woman there, a woman. That*s 
enough for you. You shut up.** 

"Listen, though you*re such a savage Tve 
always liked you. ... I feel anxious.** 

"'riianks, old fellow. Tm a savage you say. 
Savages, savages! That’s what I am always say- 
ing. Savages! Why, here’s Misha! I was for- 
getting him.’* 

^^isha ran in, post-haste, with a handful of 
notes in change, and reported that everyone 
was in a bustle at the Plotnikovs’; "They’re 
carrying down the bottles, and the fish, and 
the tea; it will all be ready directly.” Mitya 
seizx'd ten roubles and handed it to P\otr 
Ilvifrh, then tossed another ten-rouble note to 
Misha. 

“Don’t dare to do such a thing!** cried Pyotr 
Tlyitch. “I won’t have it in my house, it’s a bad, 
demoralising habit. Put your money away. 
UcTe, put it Iiere, vvhy waste it? It would come 
in handy tomorrow, and 1 dare say you’ll be 
coming to me to borrow ten roubles again. 
Why do you keep putting the notes in your 
side pocket? Ah, you’ll lose them!” 

“1 say, my dear fellow, let’s go to Mokroe 
togeilicr.” 

"What should I go for?" 

"1 say. let’s open a bottle at once, and drink 
to life! I want to drink, and especially to drink 
with you. I’ve nevei drunk with you. have I?" 

"Very well, we can go to the Metropolis. I 
was just going there." 

"1 haven’t time for that. Let’s drink at the 
Plotnikovs*, in the back room. Shall 1 ask you 
a riddle?’* 

"Ask away.** 

Mitya took the piece of paper out of his 
waistcoat ])ocket, unfolded it and showed it. 
In a large, distinct hand was written: "I pun- 
ish myself for my whole life; my whole life I 
-punish!** 

"I will certainly speak to someone. I’ll go at 
once,’’ said Pyotr Ilyitch, after reading the 
paper. 

"You won’t have time, dear boy, come and 
have a drink. March!” 

Plotnikov’s shop was at the corner of the 
street, next door but one to Pyotr Ilyitch’s, 
It was the largest grocery shop in our town, 
and by no means a bad one, belonging to some 
rich merchants. They kept everytliing that 


could be got in a Petersburg shop, grocery of 
all sort, wines "bottled by the brothers Elise- 
yev," fruits, cigars, tea, coffee, sugar, and so on. 
There were three shop-assistants and two er- 
rand boys alw'ays employed. Though our part 
of the country had grown poorer, the land- 
owners had gone away, and trade had got 
worse, yet the grocery stores flourished as be- 
fore, every year with increasing prosperity; 
there w'cre plenty of purchasersfor their goods. 

They were awaiting Mitya w'ith impatience 
in the shop. They had vivid recollections of 
how he had bought, three or four weeks ago, 
wine and goods of all sorts to the value of 
several hundred roubles, paid for in cash (they 
w'ould never have let him have anything on 
credit, of course). They remembered that then, 
as now, he had hada bundle of hundred-rouble 
notes in his hand, and had scattered them at 
random, without bargaining, without reflect- 
ing, or caring to reflect what use so much wine 
and provisions would be to him. The story was 
told all over the town that, driving off then 
with Grushenka to Mokroc, he had ".spent 
three thousand in one night and the following 
day, and had come back from the spree with- 
out a penny.” He had picked up a whole troop 
of gypsies (encamped in our neighbourhood 
at the time), who for two days got money with- 
out stint out of him while he was drunk, and 
drank expensive wine without stint. People 
used to tell, laughing at Mitya, how he had 
given champagne to grimy-handed peasants, 
and feasted the \illagc women and girls on 
sweets and Strasburg pies. Though to laugh 
at Mitya to his face was rather a risky proceed- 
ing, there was much laughter behind his back, 
especially in the tavern, at his own ingenuous 
public avowal tint all he had got out of Gru- 
shenka by this "escapade” was "permission to 
kiss her foot, and that was the utmost she had 
allowed him.” 

By the time Mitya and Pyotr Ilyitch reached 
the shop, they found a cart with three horses 
harnessed abreast with bells, and with Andre v, 
the driver, ready w’aiting for Mitva at the en- 
trance. In the shop they had almost entirely 
finished packing one box of provisions, and 
were only waiting for Mitya’s arrival to nail it 
down and put it in the cart. Pyotr Ilyitch was 
astounded. 

"Where did this cart come from in such a 
hurry'?” he asked Mitya. 

"I met Audrey as I ran to yoj», and told him 
to drive straight here to the shop. There’s no 
time to lose. Last time I drove with Timofey, 
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but Timofey now has gone on before me with 
the witch. Shall we be very late, Andrey?” 

“They'll only get there an hour at most be- 
fore us, not even that maybe. I got Timofey 
ready to start. I know how he’ll go. Their pace 
won’t be ours, Dmitri Fyodorovitch. flow 
could it be? They won’t get there an hour 
earlierl” Andrey, a lanky, red-haired, middle- 
aged driver, wearing a full-skirted coat, and 
with a kaftan on his arm. replied warmly. 

“Fifty roubles for vodka if we’re only an 
hour behind them.” 

“I warrant the time, Dmitri Fyodorovitch. 
Ech, they won’t be half an hour before us, let 
alone an hour.” 

Though Mitya bustled about seeing after 
things, he gave his orders strangely, as it were, 
disconnectedly, and inconsecutively. He be- 
gan a sentence and forgot the end of it. 
Pyotr Ilyitch found himself obliged to come 
to the rescue. 

“Four hundred roubles' worth, not less than 
four hundred roubles* worth, just as it was 
then.” commanded Mitya. “Four dozen cham- 
pagne, not a bottle less.” 

“What do you want with so much? What's it 
for? Stayl” cried Pyotr Ilyitch. “What’s this 
box? What’s in it? Surely there isn’t four hun- 
dred roubles’ worth here?” 

The officious shopmen began explaining 
with oily politeness that the first box contained 
only half a dozen bottles of champagne, and 
only “the most indispensable articles,” sudi as 
savouries, sweets, toffee, etc. But the main part 
of the goods ordered would be packed and* 
sent off, as on the previous occasion, in a 
special cart also with three horses travelling at 
full speed, so that it would arrive not more 
than an hour later than Dmitri Fyodorovitch 
himself. 

“Not more than an hour! Not more than an 
hour! And put in more toffee and fondants. 
7'he girls there are so fond of it,” Mitya in- 
sisted hotly. 

“The fondants are all right. But what do 
you want with four dozen of champagne? One 
would be enough,” said Pyotr Ilyitch, almost 
angry. He began bargaining, asking for a bill 
of the goods, and refused to be satisfied. But 
he only succeeded in sjiving a hundred rou- 
bles. In the end it was agreed that only three 
hundred roubles' worth should be sent. 

“Well, you may go to the devil!” cried Pyotr 
Ilyitch, on second thoughts. “What's it to do 
with me? Throw away your money, since it's 
cost you nothing.” 


“This way, my economist, this way. don't be 
angry.” Mitya drew him into a room at the 
back of the shop. “They’ll give us a bottle here 
directly. We’ll taste it. Ech, Pyotr Ilyitch, come 
along w'ith me, for you’re a nice fellow, the 
sort I like.” 

Mitya sat down on a wicker chair, before a 
little table, covered with a dirty dinner-nap- 
kin. Pyotr Ilyitch sat down opposite, and the 
champagne soon appeared, and oysters were 
suggested to the gentlemen. “First-class oysters, 
the last lot in.” 

“Hang the oysters. I don't eat them. And 
we don’t need anything,” cried Pyotr Ilyitch, 
almost angrily. 

“There's no time for oysters,” said Mitya. 
“And I’m not hungry. Do you know, friend,” 
he said suddenly, with feeling, “1 never have 
liked all this disorder.” 

“Who does like it? Three dozen of cham- 
pagne for peasants, upon my word, that’s 
enough to make anyone angry!” 

“That’s not what I mean. I’m talking of a 
higher order. There's no order in me, no high- 
er order. But . . . that’s all over. There’s no 
need to grieve about it. It’s too late, damn it! 
My whole life has been disorder, and one must 
set it in order. Is that a pun, eh?” 

“You’re raving, not making puns!” 

**Gloty he to God in Heaven, 

Glory he to God in me . . . 

“I'hat verse came from my heart once, it's 
not a verse, but a tear. ... I made it myself 
. . . not while I was pulling the captain’s beard, 
though . . .” 

“Why df) you bring him in all of a sudden?” 

“Why do I bring him in? Foolery! All things 
come to an end; all things are made equal. 
That’s the long and short of it.” 

“You know, 1 keep thinking of your pistols.” 

“That’s all foolery, too! Diink, and don't 
be fanciful. I love life. I’ve loved life too much, 
shamefully much. Enough! Let’s drink to life, 
dear boy, I propose the toast. Why am I 
pleased with myself? I'm a scoundrel, but I’m 
satisfied wdth myself. And yet I’m tortured by 
the thought that I’m a scoundrel, but satis- 
fied with myself. I bless the creation. I’m ready 
to bless God and His creation directly, but . . . 
I must kill one noxious insect for fear it should 

crawl and spoil life for others Let us drink 

to life, dear brother. What can be more pre- 
cious than life? Nothing! To life, and to one 
queen of queens!” 

“Let’s drink to life and to your cjueen, too, 
if you like.” 
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They drank a glass each. Although Mitya 
was excited and expansive, yet he was mclan- 
cJioly, too. It was as though sf)me heavy, over- 
whelming anxiety were weighing upon him. 

“Misha . . . here’s your Misha cornel Misha, 
come here, my l)oy, drink this glass to Pheebus, 
the golden-hairecl, ol to-morrow morn . . .” 

“What arc you giving it him for?” cried 
Pyotr llyitch, irritably. 

“Yes, yes, yes, let me! I want loI“ 

''E-echr 

Misha emptied the glass, bowed, and ran 
out. 

“He’ll remember it afterwards,” Mitya re- 
marked. “Woman, I love woman! What is 
woman? The queen of creation! My heart is 
sad, my heart is sad. Pyotr llyitch. Do you re- 
member Hamlet? ‘1 am very sorry, good Fb)ra- 
tio! Alas, poor Yori( k!’ Perhaps that’s me, Yor- 
i(k? Yes, I’m Yoiitk now, and a .skull after- 
wards.” 

Pyotr llyitch listened in silence. Mitya, too, 
was silent for a while. 

“W'hat dog’s that you’ve got here?” he asked 
the shopman, casually, noticing a pretty little 
lap-dog with (lark e)i;s, . itur.g in the corner. 

“It belotigs to Varxara Alexyevna, the mi.s- 
tress,” aiisweied the derk. “She brought it and 
forgot it hen*. It must be taken ba(k to her.” 

“I saw one like it . . . in the regiment . . .” 
itiurmured Mitya dreamily, “only that one 
had its hind leg bioken. ... By the way, Pyotr 
Ilyin h, 1 wanted to ask sou: have you ever 
stolen anything in y(mr life?” 

“What a (juestion!” 

“Oh, I didn’t ine.in anything. From .some- 
body’s pocket, you know. I don’t mean govern- 
ment money, everyone steals that, and no 
doubt you do, too . . .” 

“You go Uy the devil.” 

“I’m talking of other j)eople’s money. Steal- 
ing straight out ol a pocket? Out of a purse, 
eh?” 

“I stole tw’enty copecks from rny mother 
w^hen I was nine vears old. I took it off the 
table on the sly, and held it tight in my hand.” 
. “Well, and what happened?” 

“Oh, nothing. 1 kept it three clays, then I 
felt- ashamed, confessed, and gave it back.” 

“And what then?” 

“Naturally I was whip[)ccl. But why do you 
ask? Have you stolen something?” 

“I have,” said Mitya, winking slyly. 

“What have you stolen?” incpiired Pyotr 
llyitch curiously. 

“I stole twenty copecks from my mother 
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when I w'as nine years old, and gave it back 
three days after.” 

As he said this, Mitya suddenly got up. 

“Dmitri Fyodc^rovitch, won’t you come ncjw?” 
called Andrey from the door of the shop. 

“Are you ready? We’ll come!” Mitya started. 

“A few more last words and Andrey, a 

glass of vodka at starting. Give him .some 
brandy as well! That box” (the one with the 
pistols) “put under my scat. Good-bye, Pyotr 
llyitch. don’t remember evil ag.iinst me.” 

“But you’ie coming back to-morrow?” 

“Of course.” 

“Will you settle the little bill now?” cried 
the clerk, springing fonvard. 

“Oh yes, the bill. Of course.” 

He pulled the bundle of notes out of his 
pocket again, picked out three hundred rou- 
bles. threw them on the counter, and ran hur- 
riedly out of the shop. Everyone followed him 
out, bowing and wishing him good luck. An- 
drey, coughing from the brandy he had just 
swallowed, jumped ‘tip on the box. But Mitya 
was only just taking his scat when suddenly 
to his surprise he saw Fenya bcfoic him. She 
ran up fianiing. clasped her hands before him 
with a cry, and plumped down at his feet, 

“Dmitri Fyodorovitch, dear good Dmitri 
Fyodoros itch, don’t harm my mistress. And it 
was 1 told you all about it. . . . And don’t mur- 
der him, he came first, he’s hers! He’ll marry 
Agrafena Alex.indrovna now. That’s why he’s 
come back from Siberia. Dmitri Fyodorovitch, 
dear, don’t take a fellow creature’s life!” 

“Tut— tut— tut! That’s it, is it? So you’re off 
there to make troubIe!”mu!tcred Pyotr llyitch. 
“Nenv, it’s all dear, as clcMr as daylight. Dmitri 
Fyodorovitch. give me sour pistols at once if 
you mean to behave like a man,” he shouted 
aloud to Mitya. “Do you liear, Dmitri?” 

“The pistols? Wait a bit. brother. I’ll throw 
them into the pool on the road,” answered 
Mitya. “Fenya, get up, don’t kneel to me. 
Mitya won’t hurt anyone, the silly fool won’t 
hurt anyone again. But I say, Fenya,” lie 
shouted, alter having taken his seat. “I hurt 
you just HOW’, so torgbc me and have pity on 
me, lorgive a scoundrel. . . . But it doesn’t mat- 
ter if you doii’l. It’s all the same now. Now' 
then, Andrey, look alive, fly c.long full speed!” 

Audrey- whipped up the horses, and the 
bells began ringing. 

“(ioocM)ye, Pyotr llyitch! My last tear is for 
you! . . .” 

“He’s not drunk, but he keeps babbling like 
a lunatic,’’ Pyotr llyitch thouglift as he watched 
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him go. He had half a mind to stay and see the 
cart packed with the remaining wines and pro- 
visions, knowing that they would deceive and 
defraud Mitya. But. suddenly feeling vexed 
with himself, he turned away with a curse and 
went to the tavern to play billiards. 

“He's a fool, though he's a good fellow." he 
muttered as he went, “rve heard of that officer, 
Grushenka's former flame. Well, if he has 

turned up Ech, those pistols! Damn it all! 

I’m not his nurse! Let them do what they like! 
Besides, it’ll all come to nothing. They’re a set 
of brawlers, that's all. They'll drink and fight, 
fight and make friends again. They are not 
men who do anything real. What docs he 
mean by ‘I'm stepping aside. I'm punishing 
myself'? It'll come to nothing! He's shouted 
such phrases a thousand times, drunk, in the 
taverns. But now he’s not drunk. ‘Drunk in 
spirit’— they’re fond of fine phrases, the vil- 
lains. Am I his nurse? He must have been 
fighting, his face was all over blood. With 
whom? I shall find out at the Metropolis. And 
his handkerchief was soaked in blood. . . , It’s 
still lying on my floor. . . . Hang it!" 

He reached the tavern in a bad humour and 
at once made up a game. The game cheered 
him. He played a second game, and suddenly 
began telling one of his partners that Dmitri 
Karama/ov had come in for some cash again 
—something like three thousand roubles, and 
had gone to Mokroe again to .spend it with' 
Grushenka. . . . This news roused singular in- 
terest in his listeners. They all spoke of it, 
not laughing, but with a strange gravity. Thdy 
left off playing. 

"Three tliousand? But where can he have 
got three thousand?” 

Questions were asked. The story of Madame 
Hohlakov’s present was received with .scepti- 
cism. 

“Hasn’t he robbed his old father?— that’s the 
question." 

"Three thousand! There's something odd 
about it.” 

“He boasted aloud that he would kill his 
father; we all heard him, here. And it was 
three thousand he talked about . . /* 

Pyotr Ilyitch listened. All at once he became 
short and dry in his answers. He said not a 
word about the blood on Mitya's face and 
hands, though he had meant to speak of it at 
first. 

They began a third game, and by degrees 
the talk about Mitya died away. But by the 
end of the tliird game, Pyotr Ilyitch felt no 


more desire for billiards; he laid down the cue, 
and without having supper as he had intend- 
ed, he walked out of the tavern. When he 
reached the market-place he stood still in per- 
plexity. wondering at himself. He realised that 
what he wanted was to go to Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch’s and find out if anything had happened 
there. "On account of some stupid nonsense— 
as it's sure to turn out— am I going to wake up 
the household and make a scandal? Fooh! 
damn it, is it my business to look after them?" 

In a very bad humour he went straight 
home, and suddenly remembered Fenya. 
“Damn it all! I ought to have questioned her 
just now," bethought with vexation, “1 should 
have heard everything." And the desire to 
speak to her, and so find out, became so press- 
ing and importunate that when he was half- 
way home he turned abruptly and went to- 
wards the house where Grushenka lodged. Go- 
ing up to the gate he knocked. 7'hc .sound of 
the knock in the silence of the night .sobered 
him and made him feel annoyed. And no one 
answered him; everyone in the house was 
asleep. 

“And I shall be making a fu.ssl" he thought, 
with a feeling of positive discomfort. But in- 
stead of going away altogether, he fell to 
knocking again with all his might, filling the 
street with clamour. 

“Not coming? Well, I will knock them up, I 
will!" he muttered at each knock, fuming at 
himself, but at the same lime he’ redoubled his 
knocks on the gate. 

Chapter 6. “I Am Coming, Too!*' 

But Dmitri Fyodorovitch was speeding along 
the road. It was a little more than twenty 
versts to Mokroe, but Audrey’s three horses 
galloped at such a pace that the distance might 
be covered in an hour and a quarter. The .swift 
motion revived Mitya. The air was fresh and 
cool, there were big stars shining in the sky. 
It was the very night, and perhaps the very 
hour, in which Alyo.sha fell on tlie earth, and 
rapturously swore to love it for ever and ever. 

All was confusion, confusion, in Mitya’s 
soul, but although many things were goading 
his heart, at that moment his whole being was 
yearning for her, his queen, to whom he was 
flying to look on her for the Ifist time. One 
thing I can say for certain; his heart did not 
waver for one instant. I shall perhaps not be 
believed when 1 say that this jealous lover felt 
not the slightest jealousy of this new rival, who 
seemed to have sprung out of the earth. If any 
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other had appeared on the scene, he would 
have been jealous at once, and would perhaps 
have stained his fierce hands with blood again. 
But as he flew through the night, he felt no 
envy, no hostility even, for the man who had 
been her first lover. ... It is true he had not 
yet seen him. 

“Here there was no room for dispute: it was 
her right and his; this was her first love which, 
after five years, she had not forgotten; so she 
had loved him only for those five years, and I, 
how do I come in? What right have I? Step 
aside, Mitya, and make wayl What am I now? 
Now everything is over apart Irom the officer- 
even if he had not appeared, everything would 
be over . . 

These words would roughly have expressed 
his feelings, if he had been capable of reason- 
ing. But he could not reason at that moment. 
1 1 is present plan of action had arisen without 
reasoning. At Fenya's first words, it had sprung 
from feeling, and been adopted in a flash, with 
all its consequences. And yet, in spite of his 
resolution, there was confusion in his soul, an 
agonising confusion; his resolution did not 
give him peace. Tlieit was so much behind 
that tortured him. And it seemed strange to 
him, at moments, to think that he had written 
his own sentence of death with pen and paper: 
‘‘I punish myself,*’ and the paper was lying 
there in his pocket, ready; the pistol was load- 
ed; he had already resolved how, next morn- 
ing, he would meet the first w'arm ray of 
“golden-haired Pheebus.” 

And yet he could not be quit of the past, 
of all that he had left behind and that tor- 
tured him. He felt that miserably, and the 
thought of it .sank into his heart with despair. 
'Fhere was one moment when he felt an im- 
pulse to stop Andrey, to jump out of the cart, 
to pull out his loaded pistol, and to make an 
enci of everything without waiting for the 
dawn. But that moment flew by like a spaik. 
The horses galloped on, “devouring spate,** 
and as he drew near his goal, again the thought 
of her, of her alone, took more and more coin- 
.plete possession of his soul, chasing away the 
fearful images that had been haunting it. Oh, 
how he longed to look upon her, if only for a 
moment, if only from a distance! 

“She’s now with /nm,** he thought, “now I 
shall sec what she looks like with him, her first 
love, and that’s all I want.’* Never had this 
woman, who was such a fateful influence in 
his life, aroused such love in his breast, such 
new and unknown feeling, surprising even to 


himself, a feeling tender to devoutness, to self- 
effacement before her I “I will efface myself!” 
he said, in a rush of almost hysterical ecstasy. 

They had been galloping nearly an hour. 
Mitya was silent, and though Andrey was, as a 
rule, a talkative peasant, he did not utter a 
word, cither. He seemed afraid to talk, he only 
whipped up smartly his three lean, but mettle- 
some, bay horses. Suddenly Mitya cried out in 
horrible anxiety: 

“Andrey! What if they’re asleep?” 

This thought fell upon him like a blow. It 
had not occurred to him before. 

“It may well be that they’re gone to bed 
by now, Dmitri Fyodorovitch.’* 

Mitya frowned as though in pain. Yes, in- 
deed ... he was rushing there . . . with such 
feelings . . . while they were asleep . . . she 
was asleep, perhaps, there too. . . . An angry 
feeling surged up in his heart. 

“Drive on, Andrey! Whip them up! Look 
alive!” he cried, beside himself. 

“But maybe they’re not in bed!” Andrey 
went on after a pause. “Timofey said they 
were a lot of them there .” 

“At the station?” 

“Not at the f>osting-station, but at Plastu- 
nov’s, at the inn, where they let out horses, 
too.” 

“I know. So you say there arc a lot of them? 
How’s that? Who are they?” cried Mitya, great- 
ly di.smayed at this unexpected news. 

“Well, Timofey was saying they’re all gen- 
tlefolk. Two from our town— who they are I 
can’t say— and there are two others, strangers, 
maybe more besides. I didn’t ask particularly. 
They've set to playing cards, so Timofey said.” 

“Cards?” 

“So, maybe they’re not in bed if they’re at 
cards. It's most likely not more than eleven.” 

“Quicker, Andrey! Quicker!” Mitya cried 
again, nervously. 

“May I ask you something, sir?” said Andrey, 
after a pause. “Only I’m afraid of angering 
you, sir.” 

“What is it?” 

“Why, Fenya threw herself at your feet just 
now. and begged you not to harm her mistress, 

and someone else, too ... so you see, sir 

It’s 1 am taking you there . . . forgive me, sir, 
it’s my conscience . . . maybe it’s stupid of me 
to .speak of it .” 

Mitya suddenly seized him by the shoulders 
from behind. 

“Are you a driver?” he asked irantically. 

“Yes, sir.” < 
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“Then you know that one has to make way. 
What would you say to a driver who wouldn’t 
make way for anyone, but would just drive on 
and crush people? No, a driver mustn’t run 
over people. One can’t run over a man. One 
can't spoil people’s lives. And if you have 

spoilt a life— punish yourself If only you’ve 

spoilt, if only you’ve ruined anyone’s life— 
punish yourself and go away.’’ 

These phrases burst from Mitya almost hys- 
terically. Though Audrey was surprised at 
him, he kept up the conversation. 

“That’s right, Dmitri Fyodorovitch, you’re 
quite right, one mustn’t crush or tonnent a 
man, or any kind of creature, for every crea- 
ture is created by God. Take a horse, for in- 
stance, for some folks, even among us drivers, 
drive anyhow. Nothing will rcstiain them, 
they just force it along." 

“To hell?" Mitya interrupted, and went off 
into his abrupt, short laugh. “Andrey, simple 
soul," he seized him by the shoulders again, 
“tell me, will Dmitri Fyodorovitcli Karama- 
zov go to hell, or not, what do you think?" 

“I don’t know, darling, it depends on you, 
for you are . . . you see, sir, when the Son of 
Cod was nailed on the Cross and died. He 
went straight down to hell from the Cross, and 
set free all sinners that were in agony. And the 
devil groaned, because he thought that he 
would get no more sinners in hell. And God 
said to him, then, ‘Don’t groan, for you shall 
have all the mighty of the earth, the rulers, 
the chief judges, and the rich men, and shall 
be filled up as you have been in all the agc> 
till I come again.’ Those wete His very words 

Vi 

“A peasant legend! Capital! Whip up the 
left. Andreyl" 

“So you sec, sir, who it is hell’s for," said 
Andrey, whipping up the left horse, “but 
you’re like a little child . . . that's how we look 
on you . . . and though you’re hasty-teinpered, 
sir, yet God will forgive you for your kind 
heart.” 

“And you, do you forgive me, Andrey?” 

“What should I forgive you for, sir? You’ve 
never done me any harm." 

“No, for everyone, for everyone, you here 
alone, on the road, will you forgive me for 
everyone? Speak, simple peasant heart!" 

“Oh, sir! I feel afraid of driving you, your 
talk is so strange." 

But Mitya did not hear. Tie was frantically 
praying and muttering to himself. 

“Lord, receive me, with all my lawlessness. 


and do not condemn me. Let me pass by Thy 
judgment ... do not condemn me, for I have 
condemned myself, do not condemn me, for 
I love Thee, O Lord. I am a wretch, but I love 
Thee. If Thou sendest me to hell, I shall love 
Thee there, and from there I shall cry out 
that I love Thee for ever and ever. . . . But let 
me love to the end. . . . Here and now for just 
five hours . . . till the first light of Thy day . . . 
for I love the queen of my soul ... I love her 
and I cannot help loving her. Thou seest my 
whole heart. ... I shall gallop up, I shall fall 
before her and say, ‘You are right to pass on 
and leave me. Farewell and forget your victim 
. . . never fret yourself about me I’ ’* 

“Mokroc!" cried Andrey, pointing ahead 
with his whip. 

Through the pale darkness of the night 
loomed a solid black mass of buildings, flung 
dowm, as it were, in the vast plain. The village 
of Mokroe numbered two thousand inl)a))it- 
ants, but at that hour all were asleep, and 
only here and there a few lights still twinkled. 

“Drive on, Andrey, I come!" Mitya ex- 
claimed, feverishly. 

“They're not asleep," said Andrey again, 
pointing with his whip to the PlasLunovs’ inn, 
which \vas at the entrance to the village. The 
six windows, looking on the street, were all 
brightly lighted up. 

“ I'hey’re not asleep," Mitya repeated joy- 
ously. “Quicker, Andrey! Gallop! Drive up 
with a dash! Set the bells ringing^ Let all know 
that I have come. I’m coming! I’m coining, 
too!" 

Audrey lashed his exhausted team into a 
gallop, drove with a dash and pulled up his 
steaming, panting horses at the high lliglit of 
steps. 

Mitya jumped out of the cart just as the inn- 
keeper, on his way to bed, ]>eeped out from 
tlie steps curious to see who had arrived. 

“Triton Borissovitch, is that you?" 

The innkeeper bent down, looked intently, 
ran down the steps, and rushed up to the guest 
with obsequious delight. 

“Dmitri Fyodorovitch, your honour! Do I 
see you again?" 

Trifon Borissovitch was a thick-set, healthy 
peasant, of middle height, with a rather fat 
face. His expression was severe and uncom- 
promising, especially with the peasants of 
Mokroc, l)ut he had the powder of assuming the 
most obsequious countenance, w' hen he had an 
inkling that it was to his interest. He dressed 
in Russian style, with a shirt buttoning down 
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on one side, and a full-skirted coat. He had man, a relative of Mr. Miiisov, he must be, but 


saved a good sum of money, but was for ever 
dreaming of improving his position. More 
than half the peasants w'crc in his clutches, 
everyone in the neighbourhood was in debt to 
him. From the neighbouring landowners he 
bought and rented lands which were worked 
by the peasants, in payment of debts which 
they could never shake off. He was a widower, 
with four grown-up daughters. One of them 
was already a w’idow^ and lived in the inn with 
her two children, his grandchildren, and 
worked for him like a charwoman. Another 
of his daughters was married to a petty official, 
and in one of the rooms of the inn, on the wall 
could be seen, among the family photographs, 
a miniature photograph of this official in uni- 
form and official epaulettes. The two younger 
daughters used to wear fashionable blue or 
green dresses, fitting tight at the back, and 
with trains a yard long, on Church holidays 
or w'hen they went to pay visits. But next 
morning they would get up at dawn, as usual, 
sweep out the rooms with a birch-broom, emp- 
ty the slops, and clean up after lodgers. 

In spite of the inousautls of roubles he had 
saved, Trifon Borissovitch was very fond of 
emptying the pockets of a drunken guest, and 
remembering that not a month ago he had, in 
twenty-four hours, made two if not three hun- 
dred roubles out of Dmitri, when he had come 
on his escapade with Grushenka, he met him 
now with eager welcome, '►centing his prey the 
moment Mitya drove up to the steps. 

‘‘Dmitri Fyodorovitch, dear sir, we see you 
once more!” 

‘‘Stay, Trifon Borissovitch,” began Mitya, 
‘‘first and foremost, where is she?” 

‘‘Agrafena Alexandrovna?” 'Fhe inn-keeper 
understood at once, looking sharply into Mi- 
tya’s face. “She's here, too . . 

‘‘With w^hom? With w'hom?” 

‘‘Some strangers. One is an official gentle- 
man, a Pole, to judge from his speech. He sent 
ilic horses for her fnnn here; and there’s an- 
other with him, a friend of his, or a fellow 
traveller, there’s no telling. They’re dre.ssed 
like civilians.” 

“Well, are they feasting? Have theymoney?” 

“Poor .sort of a fcastl Nothing to boast of, 
Dmitri Fyodorovitch.” 

“Nothing to boast of? And w^ho are the 
others?” 

“I'hey'rc two gentlemen from the towm. . . . 
They’ve come back from Tcherny, and are 
putting up here. One’s quite a young gentle- 


I’ve forgotten his name . . . and I expect you 
know the other, too, a gentleman called Maxi- 
mov. He’s been on a pilgrimage, so he says, to 
the monastery in the town. He's travelling 
with this young relation of Mr. Miiisov.” 

“Is that all?” 

“Yes.” 

“Stay, listen, Trifon Borissovitch. Tell me 
the chief thing: What of her? IIow is she?” 

“Oh, she’s only just come. She’s sitting with 
them.” 

“Is she cheerful? Is she laughing?” 

“No, I think she’s not laughing much. She's 
sitting cjiiite dull. She’s combing the young 
gentleman’s hair.” 

“The Pole— the officer?” 

“He’s not young, and he’s not an officer, 
cither. Not him, sir. It’s the young gentleman 
that’s Mr. Miiisov’s relation . . . I’ve forgotten 
his name.” 

“Kalganov?” 

“That’s it, Kalganovl” 

“All right. I'll see for myself. Are they play- 
ing cards?” 

“They have been playing, but they’ve left 
off. They've been drinking tea, the official gen- 
tleman asked for liqueurs.” 

“Stay, Trifon Borissovitch, stay, my good 
soul, I’ll see for myself. Now answer one more 
question: are the gypsies here?” 

“You can’t have the gypsies now, Dmitri 
Fyodorovitch. The authorities have sent them 
away. But we’ve Jews that play the cymbals 
and the fiddle in the village, so one might send 
for them. They'd come.” 

“Send for them. Certainly send for them!” 
cried Mitya. “And you can get the girls to- 
gether as you did then, Marya especially, Step- 
anida, too, and Arina. Tw'o hundred roubles 
for a chorus!” 

“Oh, for a sum like that I can get all the vil- 
lage together, though by now they’re asleep. 
Are the peasants here wwth such kindness, 
Dmitri Fyodorovitch, or the girls either? To 
spend a sum like that on such coarseness and 
rudeness! What’s the good of giving a peasant 
a cigar to smoke, the stinking ruffian! And the 
girls arc all lousy. Besides, I'll get my daugh- 
ters up for nothing, let alone a sum like that. 
They’ve only just gone to bed, I’ll give them 
a kick and set them singing for you. You gave 
the peasants champagne to drink the other 
day, e— ech!” 

For all his pretended compassion for Mitya, 
Trifon Boris.sovitch had hiclcfrn half a dozen 
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bottles of champagne on that last occasion, 
and had picked up a hundred-rouble note un- 
der the table, and it had remained in his 
clutches. "" 

“Trifon Borissovitch, I sent more than one 
thousand flying last time I was here. Do you 
remember?” 

“You did send it flying. I may well remem- 
ber. You must have leh three thousand behind 
you.” 

“Well, I've come to do the same again, do 
you see?” 

And he pulled out his roll of notes, and 
held them up before the innkeeper's nose. 

“Now, listen and remember. In an hour's 
time the wine will arrive, savouries, pies, and 
sweets— bring them all up at once. That box 
Andrey has got is to be brought up at once, 
too. Open it, and hand champagne immedi- 
ately. And the girls, we must have the girls, 
Marya especially.” 

He turned to the cart and pulled out the 
box of pistols. 

“Here, Andrey, let's settle. Here's fifteen 
roubles for the drive, and fifty for vodka . . . 
for your readiness, for your love. . . . Remem- 
ber Karamazov!” 

“I'm afraid, sir,” faltered Andrey. ‘^Give me 
five roubles extra, but more I won’t take. Tri- 
fon Borissovitch, bear witness. Forgive my 
foolish words . . .” 

“What are you afraid of?’' asked Mitya, scan- - 
ning him. “Well, go to the devil, if that's it!” 
he cried, flinging him five roubles. “Now, Tri- 
fon Borissovitch, take me up quietly and let 
me first get a look at them, so that they don't 
see me. Where are they? In the blue room?” 

Trifon Borissovitch looked apprehensively 
at Mitya, but at once obediently did his bid- 
ding. Leading him into the passage, he went 
himself into the first large room, adjoining 
that in which the visitors were sitting, and took 
the light away. Then he stealthily led Mitya 
in, and put him in a corner in the dark, whence 
he could freely watch the company without 
being seen. But Mitya did not look long, and. 
indeed, he could not see them; he saw her, his 
heart throbbed violently, and all was dark be- 
fore his eyes. 

She was sitting sideways to the table in a 
low chair, and beside her, on the sofa, was the 
pretty youth, Kalganov. She was holding his 
hand and seemed to be laughing, while he, 
seeming vexed and not looking at her, was 
saying something in a loud voice to Maximov, 
who sat the other side of the table, facing Gru- 


shenka. Maximov was laughing violently at 
something. On the sofa sat he, and on a chair 
by the sofa there was another stranger. The 
one on the sofa was lolling backwards, smok- 
ing a pipe, and Mitya had an impression of a 
stoutish, broad-faced, short little man, who 
was apparently angry about something. His 
friend, the other stranger, struck Mitya as ex- 
traordinarily tall, but he could make out noth- 
ing more. He caught his breath. He could not 
bear it for a minute, he put the pistol-case on 
a chest, and with a throbbing heart he walked, 
feeling cold all over, straight into the blue 
room to face the company. 

“Aiel" shrieked Grushenka, the first to no- 
tice him. 

Chapter 7 . The First and Rightful Lover 
With his long, rapid strides, Mitya walked 
straight up to the table. 

“Gentlemen,'* he said in a loud voice, al- 
most shouting, yet stammering at every word. 
“I . . . I'm all right! Don't be afraid!” he ex- 
claimed, “I— there's nothing the matter,” he 
turned suddenly to Grushenka, who had 
shrunk back in her chair towards Kalganov, 
and clasped his hand tightly. “I . . . I’m com- 
ing, too. I'm here till morning. Gentlemen, 
may I stay with you till morning? Only till 
morning, for the last time, in this same room?” 

So he finished, turning to the fat little man, 
with the pipe, sitting on the sofa. The latter 
removed his pipe from his lip^^with dignity 
and observed severely: 

**Panie} we’re here in private. There are 
other rooms.” 

“Why, it’s you. Dmitri Fyodorovitrh! What 
do you mean?” answered Kalganov suddenly. 
“Sit down with us. How are you?” 

“Delighted to sec you, dear . . . and precious 
fellow, 1 always thought a lot of you.” Mitya 
responded, joyfully and eagerly, at once hold- 
ing out his hand across the table. 

“Aiel How tight you squeeze! You've quite 
broken my fingers,” laughed Kalganov. 

“He always squeezes like that, always,” Gru- 
shenka put in gaily, with a timid smile, seem- 
ing suddenly convinced from Mitya's face that 
he was not going to make a scene. She was 
watching him with intense curiosity and still 
some uneasiness. She was impressed by some- 
thing about him, and indeed the last thing she 
expected of him was that he would come in 
and speak like this at such a moment. 

^Pan and Panie mean Nfr. in Polish. Pant means 
Mrs., Panovie, gentlemen. 
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"Good evening," Maximov ventured bland- 
ly on the left. Mitya rushed up to him, too. 

"Good evening. You're here, too! How glad 
I am to find you here, too! Gentlemen, gentle- 
men, I " (He addressed the Polish gentle- 

man with the pipe again, evidently taking him 
for the most important person present.) "I 
flew here. ... I wanted to spend my last day, 
my last hour in this room, in this very room 
. . . where I, too, adored ... my queen. . . . 
Forgive me. panie” he cried wildly, "I flew 

here and vowed Oh, don't be afraid, it's 

my last night! Let's drink to our good under- 
standing. They'll bring the wine at once. . . . 
I brought this with me.” (Something made 
him pull out his bundle of notes.) "Allow me, 
panic! I want to have music, singing, a revel, 
as we had before. But the worm, the unneces- 
sary worm, will crawl away, and there'll be no 
more of him. I will commemorate my day of 
joy on my last night.” 

He was almost choking. There was so much, 
so much he wanted to say, but strange excla- 
mations were all that came from his lips. The 
Pole gazed fixedly at him, at the bundle of 
notes in his hand, lot K«*d at Grusheiika, and 
was in evident perplexity. 

"If my suverin lady is permitting ” he 

was beginning. 

"What docs ‘suverin’ mean? ‘Sovereign,' I 
suppose?” interrupted Cirushenka. "I can't 
help laughing at you, the way you talk. Sit 
down, Mitya, what are you talking about? 
Don’t frighten us, please. You won’t frighten 
us, will you? If you won’t, 1 am glad to see 
you . . .” 

"Me. me frighten you?” cried Mitya, fling- 
ing up his hands. "Oh, pass me by, go your 
way, I won't hinder you! . . 

And suddenly he surprised them all, and 
no doubt himself as well, by flinging himself 
on a chair, and bursting into tears, turning his 
head away to the opposite wall, while his arms 
clasped the back of the chair tight, as though 
embracing it. 

"Come, come, what a fellow' you arc!” cried 
Grushenka reproachfully. "That's just how he 
comes to see nic—hc begins talking, and I can't 
make out what he means. He cried like that 
once before, and now he's crying again! It's 
shameful! Why are you crying? As though you 
had anything to cry for!'' she added enigmati- 
cally, emphasising each word with some irrita- 
bility. 

"1 . . . I'm not crying. . . . Well, good eve- 
ning!” He instantly turned round in his chair. 


and suddenly laughed, not his abrupt wooden 
laugh, but a long, quivering, inaudible nerv- 
ous laugh. 

"Well, thete you are again. , . . Come, cheer 
up, cheer up!” Grushenka said to him persua- 
sively. "I’m very glad you've come, very glad, 
Mitya, do you hear. I'm very glad! I want him 
to stay here with us,” she said peremptorily, 
addressing the whole company, though her 
words were obviously meant for the man sit- 
ting on the sofa. "I wish it, I wish it! And if he 
goes away I shall go, too!” she added with 
Hashing eyes. 

"What my queen commands is law!” pro- 
nounced the Pole, gallantly kissing Grushen- 
ka's hand. "I beg you, panic, to join our com- 
pany,” he added politely, addressing Mitya. 

Mitya was jumping up with the obvious in- 
tention of delivering another tirade, but the 
words did not come. 

"Let’s drink, panic/' he blurted out instead 
of making a speech. Everyone laughed. 

"Good heavensM thought he w’as going to 
begin again!” Crrushenka exclaimed nervous- 
ly. "Do you hear, Mitya,” she went on insist- 
ently, "don’t prance about, but it’s nice you’ve 
brought the champagne. I want some myself, 
and 1 can’t bear licpieurs. .And best of all, 
you’ve tome yourself. We were fearfully dull 
here. . . . You’ve come for a spree again, I sup- 
pose? But put )our money in your pocket. 
Where did you get such a lot?” 

Mitya had been, all this time, holding in his 
hand the crumpled bundle of notes on which 
the eyes of all, especially of the Poles, were 
fixed. In confusion he thrust them hurriedly 
into his pocket. He flushed. At that moment 
the innkeeper brought in an uncorked bottle 
of champagne, and glasses on a tray. Mitya 
snatched up the bottle, but he was so bewil- 
dered that he did not know what to do w'fth 
it. Kalganov took it from him and poured out 
the champagne. 

"Another! Another bottle!” Mitya cried to 
the inn-keeper, and, forgetting to clink glasses 
with the Pole w'hom he had so solemnly in- 
vited to drink to their good understanding, he 
drank off his glass withemt w'aiting for anyone 
else. His whole countenancesuddenly changed. 
The solemn and tragic expression with which 
he had entered vanished completely, and a 
look of something childlike came into his lace. 
He seemed to have become suddenly gentle 
and subdued. He looked shyly and happily 
at everyone, with a continual nervous little 
laugh, and the blissful expressj&n of a dog who 
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has done wrong, been punished, and forgiven. 
He seemed to have forgotten everything, and 
was looking round at everyone with a child- 
like smile of delight. He looked at Grushenka, 
laughing continually, and bringing his chair 
close up to her. By degrees he had gained some 
idea of the two Poles, though he had formed 
no definite conception of them yet. 

The Pole on the sofa struck him by his dig- 
nified demeanour and his Polisli accent; and, 
above all, by his pipe. “Well, what of it? It’s a 
gi)od thing he’s smoking a pipe,” he reflected. 
The Pole’s puffy, middle-aged face, with its 
tiny nose and two very thin, pointed, dyed and 
impudent-looking moustaches, had not so far 
roused the faintest doubts in Mitya. He was 
not even particularly struck by the Pole's ab- 
surd wig made in Siberia, with love-locks fool- 
ishly combed forward over the temples. “1 sup- 
pose it’s all right since he wears a wig,’’ he 
went on, musing blissfully. The other, younger 
Pole, who was staring insolently and defiantly 
at the company and listening to the conversa- 
tion with silent contempt, still only impressed 
Mitya by his great height, which was in strik- 
ing contrast to the Pole on the sofa. “If he 
stood up hc*d be six foot three.” The thought 
flitted through Mitya’s mind. It occurred to 
him. too, that this Pole must be the friend of 
the otlier, as it were, a “bodyguard,” and no 
doubt the big Pole was at the disposal of the 
little Pole with the pipe. But this all seemed . 
to Mitya perfectly right and not to be ques- 
tioned. In his mood of doglike submissivcncss 
all feeling of rivalry had died away. 

Grushenka’s mood and the enigmatic tone 
of some of her words he completely failed to 
grasp. All he understood, w'ith thrilling heart, 
was that she was kind to him. that she had for- 
given him, and made him sit by her. He was 
beside himself with delight, w^atching her sip 
her glass of champagne. The silence of the 
company seemed somehow' to strike him, how'- 
ever, and he looked round at everyone with 
expectant eyes. 

“Why are we sitting here though, gentle- 
men? Why don’t you begin doing something?” 
his smiling eyes seemed to ask. 

“He keeps talking nonsense, and w'c were 
all laughing,” Kalganov began suddenly, as 
though divining his thought, and pointing to 
Maximov. 

Mitya immediately stared at Kalganov and 
then at Maximov 

“He’s talking nonsense?” he laughed, his 
short, wooden laugh, seeming suddenly de- 


lighted at something— “ha hal” 

“Yes. Would you believe it. he will have it 
that all our cavalry officers in the twenties mar- 
ried Polish women. That’s awful rot, isn't it?” 

“Polish w'omen?” repeated Mitya, perfectly 
ecstatic. 

Kalganov was w'ell aware of Mitya’s attitude 
to Grushenka, and he guessed about the Pole, 
too, but that did not so much interest him, per- 
haps did not interest him at all: what he was 
interested in was Maximov. He had come here 
with Maximov by chance, and he met the 
Poles here at the inn for the first time in his 
life. Grushenka he knew before, and had once 
been with someone to sec her; but she had not 
taken to him. But here she looked at him very 
affectionately: before Mitya’s arrival, she had 
been making much of him, but he seemed 
somehow' to be unmoved by it. He was a hoy, 
not over twenty, dressed like a dandy, with a 
very charming fair-skinned face, and splendid 
thick, fair hair. From his lair face looked out 
beautiful pale blue eyes, with an intelligent 
and sometimes even deep expression, bevond 
his age indeed, although the young man some- 
times looked and talked quire like a child, and 
W'as not at all ashamed of it, even when he was 
aware of it himsell. As a rule he was very w'il- 
ful, even capricious, though always friendly. 
Sometimes there was something fixed and ob- 
stinate in his cx)>ression. He would look at 
you and listen, seeming all the while to be per- 
sistently dreaming over sometlmig else. Olten 
he W'as listless and la/y; at other times he would 
grow excited, sometimes, apparently, over the 
most trivial matters. 

“Only imagine. I’ve been taking him about 
w'ith me for the last four days,” he went on, in- 
dolently drawling his words, f|uitc naturally 
though, without the slightest affectation. "Fver 
since your brother, do you remember, shoved 
him oft the carriage and sent him Hying. I'hat 
made me take an interest in him at the time, 
and I took him into the country, but he keeps 
talking such rot I’m ashamed to be with liim. 
I'm taking him back.” 

“'I’he gentleman has not seen I'olish ladies, 
and says what is impossible,” the Pole w'ith the 
pipe observed to Maximov. 

He spoke Russian faHy well, much better, 
anyw'ay, than he pretended. If he used Russian 
words, he always distorted them into a JVftish 
form. 

“But I W'as married to a Pedish lady myself,” 
tittered Maximen’. 

“But did you serve in the cavalry? You were 
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talking about the cavalry. Were you a cavalry 
officer?” put in Kalganov at once. 

“Was he a cavalry offi<er indeed? Ha hal“ 
cried Mitya, listening eagerly, and turning his 
inquiring eyes to each as he spoke, as tlumgh 
there were no knowing what he might hear 
from each. 

“No, you see,” Maximov turned to him. 
“What I mean is that those pretty Polish ladies 
. . . when they darned the ma/Airka with our 
Uhlans . . . w'lu n one of them dances a mayur- 
ka with a Uhlan she jumps on his knee like a 
kitten . . . a little white one . . . and tlic jmn- 
I'ather and pnn-moihcT look on and allow it. 

. . . riicy allow it . . . and next day the Uhlan 
comes and offers her his hand. . . . 'T hat’s how 
it is . . . oilers her his hand, he he!” Maximov 
ended, tittering. 

“'riic pmi is a lajdak!*'^ the tall Pole on the 
chair growled suddenly and crossed one leg 
over the otliei. iXfitya’s eye was taught by his 
huge greased boot, with its thick, dirty sole. 
The dress of both the Poles looked rather 
greasy. 

“Well, now it’s lojdnk! What’s he scolding 
about?” said GrusheiiKu. suddenly vexed. 

Agrippina, what the genllcman saw 
in Poland were ser\ant girls, and not ladies of 
good birth,” the Pole with the pipe observc^l 
to Grushenka. 

“You can reckon on that,” the tall Pole 
snapped c ontcmptuously. 

“What next! l.et him i . Ik! People talk, why 
hinder them? It makes it cheerful,” Grushenka 
said crossly. 

“I’m not hindering them, pnni'* said the 
Pole in the wig, with a long h)ok atC'.rushenka, 
and relapsing into dignified silence he sucked 
his pipe again. 

“No. no. The Polish gentleman spoke the 
truth.” Kalganov got excited again, as though 
it were a cjuestion of vast imj)ort. “He’s never 
been in Poland, so how can he talk about it? 
I suppose you weren’t married in Poland, were 
you?” 

“No, in the Province of Smolensk. Only, a 
Uhlan had brought her to Russia belore that, 
my iuture wife, with her mamma and her 
aunt, and another female relation with a 
grown-up son. He brought her straight from 
Poland and ga\e her up to me. He was a 
lieutenant in our regiment, a very nice young 
man. At first he meant to marry her himself. 
Rut he didn’t marry her, because she turned 
out to be lame.” 

^ Scouiulicl. 


“So you married a lame woman?” cried Kal- 
ganciv. 

“Yes. They both deceived me a little bit at 
the time, and concealed it. I thought she was 
hopping; she kept hopping. ... 1 thought it 
was lor fun.” 

“So jdf'ascd she was going to marry you!” 
yelled Kalganov, in a ringing, childish voice. 

“Yes, so pleased. But it turned out to be 
quite a difterent cause. Afterwards, when we 
were married, after the wedding, that very eve- 
ning, she confessed, and very touchingly asked 
forgiveness. ‘I once juinpc^d over a puddle 
when I was a child,' she said, ‘and injured my 
leg.’ He he!” 

Kalganov went off into the most childish 
laughtc'r, almost falling on the sofa. Grushen- 
ka, too, laughed. Mitya was at the pinnacle of 
happiness. 

“Do you know, that’s the truth, he*s not ly- 
ing nt)w,” exclaimed Kalganov, turning to 
Mitya; “and do you know, he’s been married 
twite: it’s his first wile he’s talking about. But 
his second wife, do you know, ran away, and 
is ali\c now.” 

“Is it possible?” said Mitya, turning quickly 
to Maximov with an expression of the utmost 
astonishment. 

“Yes. She did run away. I've had that iin- 
plc^asant experience,” Maximov modestly as- 
sented, “with a monsieur. And what was worse, 
she’d had all my little property transferred to 
her beforehand. ‘You’re an educated man,’ she 
said to me. ‘You can always get \our living.' 
She settled my business with that. .V venerable 
bishop once said to me: 'One of your wives 
W'as lame, but the other was too light-footed.’ 
Tie lie!” 

“Listc*n, listen!” cried Kalganov, bubbling 
over, “if he’s telling lies— and he often is— he’s 
only doing it to amuse us all. There’s no harm 
in that, is there? You know, I sometimes like 
him. He’s awfully low’, but it’s natural to him. 
eh? Don’t you think so? Some people are low’ 
from scli-inteiest, but he’s simply so, freun na- 
ture. Only fancy, he claims (he w’as arguing 
about it all the way yesterday) that Gogol 
wTotc Dead Souls about him. Do you remem- 
ber, there’s a landowner called Maximov in it, 
whom Nozdryov thrashed. He was charged, do 
\»)u remember, 'for inflicting bodily injury 
w’ilh rods on the landowner Maxinmv in a 
drunken condition.’ Would you believe it, he 
claims that he w’as that Maximov and that he 
W’as beaten! Now’ can it be ^)? T'chitchikov 
made his journey, at the very latest, at the be- 
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ginning of the twenties, so that the dates don't 
fit. He couldn't have been thrashed then, he 
couldn't, could he?" 

It was diffcult to imagine what Kalganov 
was excited about, but his excitement was gen- 
uine. Mitya followed his lead without protest. 

"Well, but if they did thrash him!" he cried, 
laughing. 

"It's not that they tlirashed me exactly, but 
what I mean is " put in Maximov. 

"What do you mean? Either they thrashed 
you or they didn’t." 

"What o'clock is it, panief** the Pole, with 
the pipe, asked his tall friend, with a bored 
expression. The other shrugged his shoulders 
in reply. Neither of them had a w'atch. 

"Why not talk? Let other jieople talk. 
Mustn’t other people talk because you’re 
bored?” Grushenka flew at him with evident 
intention of finding fault. Something seemed 
for the first time to flash upon Mitya's mind. 
This time the Pole answered with unmistak- 
able irritability. 

"Pan/, 1 didn’t oppose it. I didn't say any- 
thing." 

"All right then. Come, tell us your story,” 
Grushenka cried to Maximov. "Why are you 
all silent?” 

"There's nothing to tell, it’s all so foolish.” 
answered Maximov at once, with evident satis- 
faction, mincing a little. "Besides, all that’s 
by way of allegory in Gogol, tor he's made alL 
the names have a meaning. Nozdryov was real- 
ly called Nosov, and Kuvshinikov had quite a 
different name, he was called Shkvornev. Fen- 
ardi really was called Fenardi, only he wasn’t 
an Italian but a Russian, and Mamsel Fenardi 
was a pretty girl with her pretty little legs in 
tights, and she had a little short skirt with 
spangles, and she kept turning round and 
round, only not for four hours but for four 
minutes only, and she bewitched everyone . . .” 

"But what were you beaten for?” cried Kal- 
ganov. 

"For Pironl” answered Maximov. 

"What Piron?” cried Mitya. 

"The famous French writer, Piron. We were 
all drinking then, a big party of us, in a tavern 
at that very fair. Ihey’d invited me, and first 
of all 1 began quoting epigrams. ’1$ that you, 
Boileau? What a funny get-up I’ and Boileau 
answers that he's going to a masquerade, that 
is to the baths, he he! And they took it to 
themselves, so 1 made haste to repeat another, 
very sarcastic, well known to all educated peo- 
ple: 


Yes, Sappho and Phaon are we! 

But one grief is weighing on me. 

You don*t know your way to the sea! 

"They were still more offended and began 
abusing me in the most unseemly way for it. 
And as ill-luck would have it, to set things 
right, I began telling a very cultivated anec- 
dote about Piron, how he was not accepted in- 
to the French Academy, and to revenge him- 
self wrote his own epitaph: 

Ci-git Piron qui ne fut rien. 

Pas mime acadimicien^ 

They seized me and thrashed me,” 

"But what for? What for?” 

"For my education. People can thrash a 
man for anything,” Maximov concluded, brief- 
ly and sentcntiously. 

"Eh, that’s enough! That's all stupid, I don’t 
want to listen. I thought it would be amus- 
ing,” Grushenka cut them short, suddenly. 

Mitya started, and at once left off laughing. 
The tall Pole rose upon his feet, and w'ith the 
haughty air of a man, bored and out of his 
element, began pacing from corner to corner 
of the room, his hands behind his back. 

"Ah, he can't sit still,” said Grushenka, look- 
ing at him contemptuously. Mitya began to 
feel anxious. He noticed besides, that the Pole 
on the sofa was looking at him with an irrita- 
ble expression. 

** Panic!’* cried Mitya, "let's drink! and the 
other pan, too! Let us drink.” 

In a flash he had pulled tffiree glasses to- 
wards him, and filled them with champagne. 

"To Poland, panovie, I drink to your Po- 
land!’' cried Mitya. 

"1 shall be delighted, panic,** said the Pole 
on the sofa, with dignity and affable conde- 
scension, and he took his glass. 

"And the other pan, what’s his name? Drink, 
most illustrious, take your glass!” Mitya urged. 

"Pan Vrublevsky,” put in the Pole on the 
sofa. 

Pan Vrublevsky came up to the table, sway- 
ing as he walked. 

"To Poland, panovie!** cried Mitya, raising 
his glass. "Hurrah!” 

All three drank. Mitya seized the bottle and 
again poured out three glasses. 

"Now to Russia, panovie, and let us be 
brothers!” 

"Pour out some for us.” said Grushenka; 
"I’ll drink to Russia, tool” 

"So will I,” said Kalganov. 

' Here lies Piron, who was nothing, not even an 
Academician, 
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**And 1 would, too ... to Russia, the old 
grandmotherr' tittered Maximov. 

“All! All I’* cried Mitya. “Trifon Borisso- 
vitch, some more bottles!*' 

The other three bottles Mitya had brought 
with him were put on the table. Mitya filled 
the glasses. 

“To Russia! Hurrah!*' he shouted again. All 
drank the toast except the Poles, and Gru- 
shenka tossed off her whole glass at once. The 
Poles did not touch theirs. 

“How's this, panovieT' cried Mitya, “won't 
you drink it?** 

Pan Vrublevsky took the glass, raised it and 
said with a resonant voice: 

“To Russia as she was before 1772.** 

“Come, that's better!** cried the other Pole, 
and they both emptied their glasses at once. 

“You’re fools, you panovie*' broke suddenly 
from Mitya. 

**Pauipr shouted both the Poles, menacing- 
ly, setting on Mitya like a couple of cocks. Pan 
Vrublevsky was specially furious. 

“Can one help loving one's own country?** 
he shouted. 

“Be silent! Don t cp aircl! I won't have any 
quarrelling!’* cried Cirushenka imperiously, 
and she stamped her foot on the floor. Her 
face glowed, her eyes were shining. The eflects 
of the glass she had just drunk were apparent. 
Mitya was tenibly ahinned. 

'‘Panovie, forgive me! It w'as iny fault, J'lii 
sorry. V'rublevsky, pnnie V't ublevsky, I’m sorry.** 

“Hold your tongue, you, anyway! Sit down, 
you stupid!*’ (inishenka scolded with angry 
annoyance. 

F\(*ryone sat down, all were silent, looking 
at one another. 

“Gentlemen. I was the cause of it all,** Mitya 
began again, unable to make anything of Gru- 
shenka’s words. “Omic, why arc we sitting 
here? What shall we do ... to amuse ourselves 
again?’* 

“A(h, it’s certainly anything but amusing!** 
Kalganov mumbled la/ily. 

“l.cfs play faro again, as we did just now," 
Maximov tittered suddenly, 

*'Faro? Splendid!’* tried Mitya. “If only the 
panovie ** 

“It’s lite, pnnovie/* the Pole on the sofa re- 
sponded, as it were unwillingly. 

“'I'hat’s true,*’ assented Pan Vrublevsky. 

“Lite? What do you mean by ‘litc*?’’ asked 
Grushenka. 

“Late, pani! *A late liour* 1 mean,” the Pole 
on the sofa explained. 
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It's always late with them. They can never 
do anything!” Grushenka almost shrieked in 
her anger. *‘They’re dull themselves, so they 
want others to be dull. Before you came, Mitya, 
they were just as sileni and kept turning up 
their noses at me.” 

*‘My goddess!” cried the Pole on the sofa, 
“I see you're not well-disposed to me, dial’s 
why I'm gloomy. I’m ready, panie,** added he, 
addressing Mitya. 

“Begin, panie'* Mitya assented, pulling his 
notes out of his pocket, and laying tw'o hun- 
dred-rouble notes on the table. “I want to lose 
a lot to you. Take your cards. Make the bank.” 

“We'll have cards from the landlord. 
said the little Pole, gravely and emphatically. 

“'Miat’s much the best way,” chimed in Pan 
Vrublevsky. 

“F'rom the landlord? Very good, I under- 
stand. let’s get them from him. Cards!” Mitya 
shouted to the landlord. 

'I'hc landlord brought in a new, unopened 
pack, and informed Mitya that the girls were 
getting ready, and that the Jews with the cym- 
bals would most likely be here soon; but the 
cart with the provisions had not yet arrived. 
Mitya jumped up from the table and ran into 
the next room to give orders, but only three 
girls had arrived, and Marya was not there yet. 
And he did not knotv himself what orders to 
give and why he had run out. He only told 
tJiein to take out of the box the presents for the 
girls, the sweets, the toftee and the fondants. 
“And vodka for Audrey, vodka for Audrey!” 
he cried in haste. “I was rude to Audrey!” 

Suddenly Maximov, who had folh>wcd him 
out, touched him on the shoulder. 

“Give me five roubles,” ho whispered to Mit- 
ya. “I’ll .stake .something at f.'iro, too, he he!” 

“Capital! Splendid! Take ten, here!” 

Again he took all the notes out of his pocket 
and picked out one for ten roubles. “And if 
you lose that, come again, come again.” 

**Very good,” Maximov whispered joyfully, 
and he ran back again. Mit^a, too, returned, 
apologising for having kept them waiting. 'I'he 
Pedes liad already sat down, and opened the 
pack. 'I hey looked much more amiable, al- 
most cordial, riie Pole on the sola had lighted 
another pipe and was preparing to throw. He 
wore an air of solemnity. 

“To your places,gentlemen.’* cried Pan Vru- 
blev.sky. 

“No. I’m not going to play any more,” ob- 
served Kalganov, “I’ve lost fifty roubles to 
them just now.** / 
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“The pan had no luck, perhaps he’ll be lucky 
this time,” the Pole on the sofa observed in his 
direction. 

“How much in the bank? To correspond?” 
asked Mitya. 

“That’s according, paiiie, maybe a hundred, 
maybe two hundred, as much as you will stake.” 

“A million!” laughed Mitya. 

“The Pan Captain has heard of Pan Podvy- 
sotsky, perhaps?” 

“What Podvysotsky?” 

“In Warsaw there was a bank and anyone 
comes and stakesagainst it. Podvysotsky comes, 
sees a thousand gold pieces, stakes against the 
bank. The banker says, * Panic Podvysotsky, are 
you laying down the gold, or must we trust to 
your honour?* ''Fo my honour, panic,* says 
Podvysotsky. ‘So much the better.’ 1 he banker 
throws the dice. Podvysotsky wins. ‘ Fake it. 
panic* says the banker, and pulling out the 
drawer he gives him a million. ‘Take it, panic, 
this is your gain.* There was a million in the 
bank. ‘I didn’t know that,* says Podvysotsky. 
* Panic Podvysotsky,’ said the banker, ‘you 
pledged your honour and we pledged ours.* 
Podvysotsky took the million.” 

“'Fhat’s not true,” said Kalganov. 

**Panic Kalganov, in gentlemanly society 
one doesn’t say such things.” 

“As if a Polish gambler would give away a 
million!” cried Mitya, but checked himself at 
once. “Forgive me, panic, it’s my fault again; 
he w'cnild, he woulci give away a million, lor 
honour, lor Polish honour. You see how 1 talk 
Polish, ha ha! Here, I stake ten roubles, the 
knave leads.” 

“And I put a roublcon the cjiicen.the queen 
of hearts, the pretty little panicnotrhka' he! 
he!” laughed Maximov, pulling out his cjueen, 
and. as though trying to conceal it from every- 
one, he moved right up and crossed himself 
hurriedly under the table. Mitya won. 'Fhe 
rouble won, too. 

‘*A corner!” cried Mitya. 

“1*11 bet another rouble, a ‘single’ stake.” 
Maximov muttered gleefully, hugely delighted 
at having w'on a rouble. 

“Lost!” shouted Mitya. “A 'double* on the 
seven!” 

The seven too was trumped. 

“Stop!” cried Kalganov suddenly. 

“Double! Double!” Mitya doubled his stakes, 
and each time he doubled the stake, the card 
he doubled was trumped by the Poles. The 
rouble slakes kept winning. 

^ Little miss. 


“On the double!” shouted Mitya furiously. 

“You’ve lost two hundred, panic. Will you 
stake another hundred?” the Pole on the sofa 
incpiircd. 

“What? Lost two hundred already? Then 
another two himclred! All doubles!” 

And pulling his money out of his pocket, 
Mitya was about to fling two hundred roubles 
on the (lueen, but Kalganov covered it with 
his hand. 

“That’s enough!” he shouted in his ringing 
voice. 

“What’s the matter?” Mitya stared at him. 

“I'hat’s enough! 1 don’t want you to play 
anv mote. Don’t!” 

“Why?” 

“Because I don’t. Hang it, come away. That’s 
why. I won’t let )ou go on playing.” 

Mit)a ga/ecl at him in astonishment. 

“Give it up, Mitya. He may be right. You’ve 
lost a lot as it is.” said (>rusheiika, with a c uri- 
ous note in her voice. Both the Poles rose Irom 
their seats with a deeply ollciuled air. 

“Arc you joking, panic}” said the short man, 
looking severely at Kalganov. 

“How dare you!” Pan Vrublevsky, too, 
growled at Kalganov. 

“Don’t dare to shout like that,” cried Gru- 
shenka. “All, you tin key-cocks!” 

Mitya looked at each ot them in turn. 
But somt*thing in Giushenka’s face suddenly 
struck him. and at the same instant some- 
thing new flashed into his mind-»a strange new 
thought! 

**Pani Agrippina,” the little Pole was be- 
ginning. crimson with anger, when Mitya sud- 
detdy went up to him and slapped liim on the 
shoulder. 

“Most illustrious, two words with you.” 

“What do you want?” 

“In the next room, I've two words to say to 
you, sometliing pleasant, very pleasant. You’ll 
be glad to hear it.” 

The little pan was taken aback and looked 
apprehensively at Mitya. He agreed at once, 
however, on condition that Pan Vrublevsky 
went with them. 

“The bodyguard? Let him come, and I want 
him, too. I must have him!” cried Mitya. 
“March, panovic!” 

“Where are you going?” asked Grushenka, 
anxiously. 

“We’ll be back in one moment,” answered 
Mitya. 

There was a sort of boldness, a sudden con- 
fidence shining in his eyes. His face had loc^kcd 
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very different when he entered the room an 
hour before. 

He led the Poles, not into the large room 
where the chorus of girls was assembling and 
the table was being laid, but into the beclroom 
on the right, w^here the trunks and packages 
were kept, and there were two large beds, with 
pyramids of cotton pillows on each. 'Fliere was 
a lighted candle on a small deal table in the 
corner. The small man and Mitya sat down to 
this table, facing each other, while the huge 
Vrublevsky stood beside them, his hands be- 
hind his back. The Poles looked severe but 
were evidently incjuisitive. 

“VV^hat can 1 do for you, panieT" lisped the 
little Pole. 

“Well, look here, panic, I won’t keep you 
long. There’s money lor you,” he pulled out 
his notes. “Wcnild you like three thousand? 
Take it and go your way.’’ 

'J'hc Pr)le ga/ed open-eyed at Mitya, with a 
searching look. 

Three thousand, panic}** He exchanged 
glances with Vrublevsky. 

“Three, panovie, three! Listen, panic, I see 
you’re a sc*nsiblc mail. Take three thousand 
and go to the devil, and Vrublevsky with you— 
d’you bear? But. at once, this very minute, and 
for ever. You understand that, panic, for ever. 
Here’s the door, you go out of it. What have 
you got there, a great-coat, a fur coat? Til bring 
it out to you. Tliey’ll get the horses out direct- 
ly, and then— good-bye, p inicV* 

Mitya awaited an answer with assurance. He 
had no doubts. An cx])ression ol extraordinary 
resolution jiasscd ovcT the Pole’s lace. 

“And the montry, panic}'* 

“ I’lic money, panic} Fi\e hundred roubles 
I’ll give you this moment for the journev, and 
as a first instalnieiii, and two thousand five 
hundred to-morrow, in the town— 1 swear on 
my honour. I’ll get it, I'll get it at any cost!’’ 
cried Mitya. 

The Poles exchanged glances again. The 
short man’s lace lookc’d more forbidding. 

“Seven hundred, seven hundred, not five 
lunulred, at once, this minute, cash down!’’ 
Mitya added, feeling something wrong. 
“What’s the matter, panic? Don’t you trust 
me? 1 can’t give you the whole three thousand 
straight off. If I give it. you may come back 
to her to-morrow. . . . Besides, I haven’t the 
thr -e thousand tvith me. I’ve got it at home 
in the town,’’ faltered Mitya, his spirit sinking 
at every word he uttcrecl. “Upon my word, the 
money’s there, hidden.’’ 


In an instant an extraordinary sense of per- 
sonal dignity showed itself in the little man's 
face. 

“What next?’’ he asked ironically. “For 
shame!’’ and he spat on the floor. Pan Vru- 
blevsky spat too. 

“You do that, panic/* said Mitya, recognis- 
ing wdth despair that all was over, “because 
you hope to make more out of Grushenka? 
You’re a couple of capons, that’s what you arc!’’ 

“This is a mortal insult!’’ The little Pole 
turned as red as a crab, and he went out of the 
room, briskly, as though unwilling to hear an- 
other word. Vrublevsky swung out after him, 
and Mitya followed, confused and crestfallen. 
Me was afraid of Grushenka, afraid that the 
pan would at once raise an outcry. And so in- 
deed he did. 'The Pole walked into the room 
and threw himself in a theatrical attitude be- 
fore Grushenka. 

**Pani Agri[)pina, I have received a mortal 
insult!’’ licexclaimecl.ButGrushcnka suddenly 
lost all patience, as though they had wounded 
her in the tenderest spot. 

“Speak Russian! Speak Russian!” she cried, 
“not another word of Polish! You used to talk 
Russian. You (an’t have forgotten it in five 
years.” 

She was red with passion. 

**Pani Agrippina ” 

“My name’s Agrafena, Grushenka, speak 
Russian or 1 won’t listen!” 

7'hc Pole gasped with offended dignity, and 
quickly and pompously delivered himself in 
broken Russian: 

**Pani Agrafena, 1 came here to forget the 
past and forgive it, to forget all that has hap- 
pened till to-day ” 

“Forgive? Game here to forgive me?” Gru- 
shenka cut him short, jumping uj) from her 
seat. 

“Just so, pani. I’m not pusillanimous, I’m 
magnanimous. But I was astounded when I 
saw your lovers. Pan Mitya oflered me three 
thousand, in the other room to depart. 1 spat 
in the pan's face.” 

“What? He offered you money f(»r me?” 
cried (inishenka, hysterically. "Is it true, Mi- 
tv a? How dare you? Am I for sale?” 

**Panic, panic!'* yelled Mitya, “she’s pure 
and shining, and I have never been her lover! 
'i'h.u’s a lie . . .” 

“I low dare you defend me to him?” shrieked 
Grushenka. “It wasn’t virtue kept me pure, 
and it wasn’t that 1 was afraid of Kumia. but 
that 1 might hold up my head when I met him, 
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and tell him he's a scoundrel. And he did actu- 
ally refuse the money?” 

“He took itl He took it!” cried Mitya; "only 
he wanted to get the whole three thousand at 
once, and 1 could only give him seven hundred 
straight off.” 

"I see: he heard I had money, and came here 
to marry me!” 

**Pani Agrippina!” cried the little Pole. 
“I'm— a knight, I'm— a nobleman, and not a 
lajdak. I came here to make you my wife and 
I find you a different woman, penerse and 
shameless.” 

“Oh, go back where you came from! I’ll tell 
them to turn you out and you'll be turned 
out,” cried Griishenka, furious. “I’ve been a 
fool, a fool, to have been miserable these five 
years! And it wasn’t for his sake, it was my an- 
ger made me miserable. And this isn’t he at 
all! Was he like this? It might be his father! 
Where did you get your wig from? lie was a 
falcon, but this is a gander. He used to laugh 
and sing to me. . . . And I've been crying for 
five years, damned fool, abject, shameless I 
was!” 

She sank back in her low chair and hid her 
face in her hands. At that instant the chorus 
of Mokroe began singing in the room on the 
left— a rollicking dance song. 

“A regular Sodom!” Vrublevsky roared sud- 
denly. “Landlord, send the shameless hussies 
away!” 

The landlord, who had been for some time 
past inquisitively peeping in at the door, hear- 
ing shouts and guessing that his guests were 
quarrelling, at oiuc entered the room. 

“What are you shouting for? D’vou w'ant to 
split your throat?” he said, addressing Vrublev- 
.sky. with surprising rudeness. 

“Animal!” bellowed Pan Vrublevsky. 

“Animal? And what sort of cards were you 
playing with just nriw? I gave you a pack and 
you hid it. You played with marked cards! I 
could send you to Siberia for playing with false 
cards, d'yoii know that, for it’s just the same 
as false banknotes . . .” 

And going up to the sofa he thrust his fingers 
between the sofa back and the cushion, and 
pulled out an unopened pack of cards. 

“Here’s my pack unopened!” 

He held it up and showed it to all in the 
room. “From where I stood I saw him slip my 
pack aw'ay, and put his in place of it— you're a 
cheat and not a gentleman!” 

“And I twice saw the pan change a cardi” 
cried Kalganov. 


“How shameful! Howshameful!” exclaimed 
Grushenka, clasping her hands, and blushing 
for genuine shame. “Good Lord, he's come to 
that!” 

“I thought so, too!” said Mitya. But before 
he had uttered the words, Vrublevsky, with a 
confused and infuriated face, shook his fist at 
Grushenka, shouting: 

“You low harlot!” 

Mitya flew at him at once, clutched him in 
both hands, lifted him in the air, and in one 
instant had carried him into the room on the 
right, from which they had just come. 

“I’ve laid him on the floor, there,” he an- 
nounced, returning at once, gasping with ex- 
citement. “He’s struggling, the scoundrel! But 
he won’t come back, no fear of that! . . .” 

He closed one half of the folding doors, and 
holding the other ajar called out to the little 
Pole: 

“Most illustrious, will you please to retire 
as well?” 

“My dear Dmitri Fyodorovitch,”saidTrifon- 
Borissovitch, “make them give you back the 
money you lost. It’s as good as stolen from 
you.” 

“I don’t w^ant my fifty roubles back,” Kal- 
ganov declared suddenly. 

“I don’t want my two hundred, either,” cried 
Mitya, “I wouldn’t lake it for anything! Let 
him keep it as a con.solation.” 

“Bravo, Mitya! You’re a trump, Mitya!” 
cried Grushenka, and there wasTnote of fierce 
anger in the exclamation. 

The little fjan, crimson with fury but still 
mindful of his dignity, was making for the 
door, but he stopped short and said suddenly, 
addrc.ssing Grushenka: 

**Pani, if you w’ant to come with me, come. 
If not, good-bye.” 

.\iid swelling with indignation and impor- 
tance he went to the door. This was a man of 
character: he had so good an opinion of him- 
self that after all that had passed, he still ex- 
pected that she would marry him. Mitya slam- 
med the door after him. 

“Lock it,” .said Kalganov. But the key clicked 
on the other side, they had locked it from 
within. 

“That’s capital!” exclaimed Grushenka re- 
lentlessly. “Serve them right!” 

Chapter 8. Delirium 

What followed was almo.st an oi^y, a feast to 
which all were welcome. Grushenka was the 
first to call for wine. 



Mitya 


want to drink. I want to be quite drunk, 
as we were before. Do you remember, Mitya, 
do you remember how we made friends here 
last time!'' 

Mitya himself was almost delirious, feeling 
that his happiness wasat liand. But Grushenka 
was continually sending him away from her. 

“Go and enjoy yourself. Tell them to dance, 
to make merry, ‘let the stove and cottage 
dance'; as we had it last time," she kept ex- 
claiming. She was tremendously excited. And 
Mitya hastened to obey her. 7'he chorus were 
in the next room. The room in which they had 
been sitting till that iiionicnt was too small, 
and was divided in two by (otton curtains, be- 
hind which was a huge bed with a puffy feather 
mattress and a pyramid of cotton pillr)ws. In 
the four rooms for visitors there were beds. 
Grushenka settled herself just at the door. 
Mitya set an easy chair for her. She had sat in 
the same place to watch the dancing and sing- 
ing “the time before," when they had made 
merry there. All the girls who had come had 
been there then; the Jewisli liand with fiddles 
and zithers had com^ too, and at last the long 
expected cart had arrived with the wines and 
provisions. 

Mitya bustlc'd about. All sorts of people be- 
gan coming into the room to look on, peasants 
and their womcm, who liad been roused trom 
sleep and attracted by the hopes of another 
marvellous entertainment such as they had en- 
joyed a month before. Mitya remembered their 
faces, greeting and embracing everyone he 
knew. He uncorked bottles and poured out 
wine foreveryone who presented himself. Only 
the girls were very eager for the champagne. 
The men preferred rum, brandy, and. above 
all, hot punch. Mitya had chocolate made for 
all the girls, and ordered that three samovars 
should be kept boiling all night to provide tea 
anti punch for everyone to help himself. 

.An absurd chaotic confusion followed, but 
Mitya was in his natural element, and the 
more foolish it bc?camc, the more his spirits 
rose. If the peasants had asked him for money 
at that moment, he would have pulled out his 
notes and given them away right and left. This 
was probably why tlic landlord, Trifon Boris- 
sovitch, kept hovering about Mitya to protect 
him. He seemed to have given up all idea of 
going to bed that night; but he drank little, 
only one glass of punch, and kept a sharp 
look-out on Mitya’s interests after his own 
fashion. He intervened in the nick of time, 
civilly and obsequiously persuading Mitya not 
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to give away "cigars and Rhine wine," and, 
above all, money to the peasants as he had 
done before. He was very indignant, too, at 
the peasant girls drinking liqueur, and eating 
sweets. 

“They're a lousy lot, Dmitri Fyodorovitch," 
he said. “I’d give them a kick, every one of 
them, and they'd take it as an honour— that's 
all they're worth!" 

Mitya remembered Andrey again, and or- 
dered punch to be sent out to him. "I was rude 
to him just now," he repeated with a sinking, 
softened voice. Kalganov did not want todrink, 
and at first did not care for the girls singing: 
but after he had drunk a couple of glasses of 
champagne he became extraordinarily lively, 
strolling about the room, laughing and prais- 
ing the music and the songs, admiring every- 
one and everything. Maximov, blissfully drunk, 
never left his side. Grushenka. too, was be- 
ginning to get drunk. Pointing to Kalganov, 
she said to Mitya: 

“What a dear, charming boy he is!" 

And Mitya, delighted, ran tc^ kiss Kalganov 
and Maximov. Oh, great were his hopes! She 
had said nothing yet, and seemed, indeed, pur- 
posely to refrain from speaking. But she l(x>ked 
at him from time to time with caressing and 
passionate eyes. At last she suddenly gripped 
his hand and drew him \igorously to her. She 
was sitting at the moment in the low chair by 
the door. 

“How was it you came just now, eh? Have 
you walked in! ... I loas frightened. So you 
wanted to give me up to him, did you? Did you 
really want to?" 

"1 didn't want to spoil ycnir happiness!" 
Mitya faltered blissfully. But she did not need 
his answer. 

“Well, go and enjoy yourself . . .’' she sent 
him away once more. ‘‘Don't cry. I’ll call you 
back again." 

He would run away, and she listened to the 
singing and looked at the dancing, though her 
eyes followed him wherever he went. But in 
another ejuarter of an hour she would call him 
once more and again he would run back to 
her. 

"Come, sit beside me, tell me, how did you 
hear about me. and my coming here yesterday? 
From whom did you first hear it?" 

And Mitya began telling her all about it, 
disconnectedly, incoherently, feverishly. He 
spoke strangely, often frowning, and stopping 
abruptly. y 

"What are you frowning at?" she asked. 
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"Nothing I left a man ill there. Vd give 

ten years of ray life for him to get well, to know 
he was rill right!" 

"Well, never mind him, if he's ill. So you 
meant to shoot yourself to-morrow! What a 
silly boy! What for? I like such reckless fel- 
lows as you,” she lisped, with a rather halting 
tongue. "So you would go any length for me, 
eh? Did you really mean to shoot yourself to- 
morrow, you stupid? No. wait a little. To- 
morrow I may have something to say to you. 
... I won't say it to-day, but to-morrow. You'd 
like it to be to-day? No, I don’t want to to-day. 
Come, go along now, go and amuse yourself.” 

Once, however, she called him, as it were, 
pii//led and uneasy. 

‘‘Why are you sad? I sec you’re sad. . . . Yes, 
I see it,” she added, looking intently into his 
eyes. “Though you keep kissing the peasants 
and shouting, I see something. No. be merry. 
I'm merry; you be merry, too, ... I love some- 
body here. Guess who it is. Ah. look, my boy 
has fallen asleep, poor dear, he's drunk.” 

She meant Kalganov. He was, in fact, drunk, 
and had dropped asleep for a moment, sitting 
on the .sofa. But he was not merely drowsy 
from drink; he felt suddenly dejected, or, as 
he said, “bored.” He was intensely depressed 
by the girls' songs, which, as the drinking went 
on, gradually became coarse and more reckless. 
And the dances were as bad. Two girls dressed 
up as bears, and a lively girl, called Stepanida, 
with a stick in her hand, acted the part of 
keeper, and began to “show them.” 

“Look alive, Marya, or you’ll get the stick!’*' 

The bears rolled on the ground at last in the 
most uiLsecmly fashion, amid roars of laughter 
from the closely-packed crowd of men and 
women. 

“Well, let them! Let them!” said Grushenka 
scntentiously, with an ecstatic expression on 
her face. “When they do get a day to enjoy 
themselves; why shouldn’t folks be happy?” 

Kalganov looked as though he had been be- 
smirched with dirt. 

“It's swinish, all this peasant foolery,” he 
murmured, moving away; “it's the game they 
play when it’s light all night in summer.” 

He particularly disliked one “new” song to 
a jaunty dance-tune. It described how a gentle- 
man came and tried his luck with the girls, to 
see whether they would love him: 

The master came to try the girls: 

Would they love him, would they not? 

But the girls could not love the master: 


He tuouhi beat me cruelly 

And such love won’t do for me. 

Then a gypsy comes along and he, too, tries: 

The gyl}s\ came to try the gills: 

Would they lox>e him, xvould they not? 

But they couldn’t love the gypsy either: 

He would he a thief, / fear. 

And would cause me many a tear. 

And many more men come to try their luck, 
among them a soldier: 

The soldier came to try the girls: 

Would they Uwe him, would they not? 

But the soldier is rejected with contempt, in 
two indecent lines, sung with absolute frank- 
ness and producing a iurore in the audience. 
The song ends with a merchant: 

The merchant came to try the girts: 

Would they love him; would they not? 

And it appears that he wins their love be- 
cause: 

The merchant leill make gold for me 

And his tiueen Til gladly be. 

Kalganov was positively indignant. 

“I'hat’s just a song of yesterday,” he said 
aloud. “Who writes such things lor them? T hey 
might just as well have had a railwayman or 
a Jew come to try his luck with the girls; they’d 
have carried all before them.” 

And, almost as though it were a persr^nal af- 
front, he declared, on the spot, that he was 
borc*d, sat down on the sofa and immediately 
fell asleep. His pretty little face looked rather 
pale, as it fell back on the sofa cushion. 

“Look how j)rctty he is,” said Grushenka. 
taking Mitya up to him. "I was combing his 
hair just now: his hair’s like flax, and so 
thick . . .” 

And, bending over him tenderly, she kissed 
his forehead. Kalganov instantly ojK*ncd his 
eyes, looked at her, stood up, and wiili the 
most anxious air iiicjuired where was Maxi- 
mov? 

“So that's who it is you want." Grushenka 
laughed. “Stay with me a minute. Mitya, run 
and find his Maximov.” 

Maximov, it appeared, could not tear him- 
self away from the girls, only running away 
from time to time to pour himself out a glass 
of lic|ucur. fie had drunk two cups of choco- 
late. His face was red, and his nose was crim- 
son; his eyes were moist, and mawkishly sweet. 
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He ran up and announced that he was going 
tp dance the “saboti^*re/’ 

“They taught me all those well-bred, aristo- 
cratic dances when 1 was little . . 

“Go, go with him, Mitya, and I’ll watch from 
here how he daiues,’’ said Grushenka. 

“No, no. I'm coming to look on, too," ex- 
claimed Kalganov, brushing aside in the most 
naive way Cirushenka's offer to sit with him. 
They all went to look on. Maximov danced 
his dance. But it roused no great admiration 
in anyone but Mitya. It consisted of nothing 
but skipping and hopping, kickingup the feet, 
and at every skip Maximov slapped the up- 
turned sole of his foot. Kalganov did not like 
it at all, but Mitya kissed the dancer. 

“Thanks. You’re tired perhaps? What arc 
you looking for here? Would you like some 
sweets? A cigar, perhaps?’* 

“A cigarette.’’ 

“Don’t you want a drink?’’ 

“I’ll just have a licjueur. . . . Have you any 
chocola tes?” 

“Yes, there’s a heap of them on the table 
there. GJioosc one, my dear soul!’’ 

“1 like one wiin vanilla . . . for old people. 
He he!” 

“No, brother, we’ve none of that special 
sort.” 

“I say,’’ tiu* old man bent down to whisper 
in Mitya’s ear. “1 hat girl there, little Marya, 
he he! How would it be if you were to help me 
make friends with her?’* 

“So that’s what you’re after! No, brother, 
that won’t do!’* 

“I’d do no harm to anyone,’’ Maximov mut- 
tered disconsolately. 

“Oh, all right, all right. They only come 
here to dance and sing, you know, brother. 
But damn it all, wait a hit! . . . Kat and drink 
and be merry, meanwhile. Don’t you want 
money?’’ 

“Later on, perhaps.’’ smiled Maximov. 

“All right, all right . . .’’ 

Mitya’s head was burning. He went outside 
to the wooden balcony Avhich ran round the 
whole building on the inner side, overlooking 
the courtyard. The fresh air revived him. He 
stood alone in a dark cornc^r, and suddenly 
clutched his head in both hands. His scattered 
thoughts came together: hissensations blended 
into a whole and threw a sudden light into his 
mind. A fearful and terrible light! “If I’m to 
shoot myself, why not now?’’ passed through 
his mind. “Why not go for the pistols, bring 
them here, and here, in this dark dirty corner, 


make an end?’’ Almost a minute he stood, un- 
decided. A few hours earlier, wdicn he had 
been dashing henre, he was pursued by disgrace, 
by the theft he had committed, and that blood, 
that blood! . . . But yet it was easier for him 
then. 'Then everything was over: he had lost 
her. given her up. She was gone, for him— oh, 
then his death sentence had been easic*r for 
him: at least it had seemed necessary, inevita- 
ble, for what had he to stay on earth for? 

But now? Was it the same as then? Now one 
phantom, one terror at least was at an end: 
that first, rightful lover, that fateful figure had 
vanished, leaving no trace. The terrible phan- 
tom had turned into something so small, so 
comic : it had been carried into the bedroom 
and locked in. It w’ould never return. She was 
a.shamed, and from her eyes he could see nenv 
whom she loved. Now he had everything to 
make life happy . . . but he could not go on liv- 
ing. he coulcl not: oh, damnation! “O God! re- 
store to lile the man I knocked down at the 
fence! Let this fearful cup pass from me! Lord, 
thou hast wrought miracles tor such sinners as 
me! But what, what if the old man’s alive? Oh, 
then the shame ol the other disgrace I w'ould 
wipe away. I would restore the stolen money. 
I’cl give it back: I’d get it somehow. . . . No 
trace of that shame will remain except in my 
heart for ever! But no. no: oh. impossible 
cowardly dreams! Oh. damnation!’’ 

Yet there was a ray of light and hope in his 
darkness. He jumped up and ran back to the 
room— to her. to her, his cpieen tor ever! Was 
not one momem ol her love w’orth all the rest 
of life, even in the agonies of disgrace? 'I his 
wild cpiestioii clutched at his heart. “To her. 
to her alone, to see her, to hear her, to think 
of nothing, to forget everything, il only lor 
that night, for an hour, for a moment!’’ Just 
as he turned from the balcony into the passage, 
he came upon the landlord. Trifon Borisso- 
vitch. He thought he looked gloomy and wor- 
ried. and fancied he had come to find him. 

“What is it, Trilon Bori.ssovitch? Arc you 
looking for me?’’ 

“No, sir,’’ riie landlord seemed discon- 
certed. “Why should J be looking for you? 
Where have you been?” 

“Why do you look so glum? You're not an- 
gry. are \ou? W^ait a bit, >ou shall soon get to 
bed. . . . What’s the time?” 

“It’ll be three o’clock. Past three, it must 
be. ” 

“We’ll leave off soon. We’l}» leave off.’’ 

“Don’t mention it; it doesn’t matter. Keep 



2)2 The Brothers Karamazov 


It up as long as you like . . /’ 

“What’s the matter with him?” Mitya won- 
dered for an instant, and he ran back to the 
room where the girls were dancing. But she 
was not there. She was not in the blue room 
either; there was no one but Kalganov asleep 
on the sofa. Mitya peeped behind the curtain 
—she was there. She was sitting in the corner, 
on a trunk. Bent forward, with her head and 
arms on the bed close by, she was crying bitter- 
ly, doing her utmost to stifle her sobs that she 
might not be heard. Seeing Mitya, she beck- 
oned him to her, and when he ran to her, she 
grasped his hand tightly. 

“Mitya, Mitya, I loved him, you know. How 
I have loved him these five years, all that timel 
Did I love him or only my own anger? No, him, 
him! It’s a lie that it was my anger 1 loved and 
not him. Mitya, 1 was only seventeen then: he 
was so kind to me, so merry; he used to sing 
to me. ... Or so it seemed to a silly girl like 
me. . . . And now, O Lord, it’s not the same 
man. Even his face is not the same; he’s dif- 
ferent altogether. I shouldn’thave known him. 

I drove here with Timofey, and all the way I 
was thinking how I should meet him, what 1 
should say to him. hotv we should look at one 
another. My soul was faint, and all of a sud- 
den it was just as though he had emptied a pail 
of dirty water over me. He talked to me like 
a schoolmaster, all so grave and learned; he 
met me so solemnly that I was struck dumb. 1 
couldn’t get a word in. At first I thought he 
was ashamed to talk before his great big Pole. 

I sat staring at him and wondering why I' 
couldn’t say a word to him now. It must have 
been his wife that ruined him; you know he 
threw me up to get married. She must have 
changed him like that. Mitya, how shameful 
it is! Oh, Mitya, I’m ashamed. I’m ashamed for 
all my life. Curse it, curse it, curse those five 
years!” 

And again she burst into tears, but clung 
tight to Mitya’s hand and did not let it go. 

“Mitya, darling, stay, don’t go away. I want 
to say one word to you,” she whispered, and 
suddenly raised her face to him. “Listen, tell 
me who it is I love? I love one man here. Who 
is that man? That’s what you must tell me.” 

A smile lighted up her face that was swollen 
with weeping, and her eyes shone in the half 
darkness. 

“A falcon flew in, and my heart sank. Tooll 
that’s the man you love!’ That was what my 
heart whispered to me at once. You tame in 
and all grew bright. What’s he afraid of? 1 won- 


dered. For you were frightened; you couldn’t 
speak. It’s not them he's afraid of— could you 
be frightened of anyone? It’s me he’s afraid of, 
I thought, only me. So Fenya told you, you 
little stupid, how I called to Alyosha out of 
the window that I’d loved Mityenka for one 
hour, and that I was going now to love . . . an- 
other. Mitya, Mitya, how could I be such a fool 
as to think I could love anyone after you? Do 
you forgive me, Mitya? Do you forgive me or 
not? Do you love me? Do you love me?” She 
jumped up and held him with both hands on 
his shoulders. Mitya, dumb with rapture, gazed 
into her eyes, at her face, at her smile, and sud- 
denly clasped her tightly in his arms and kissed 
her passionately. 

“You will forgive me for having tormented 
you? It was through spite I tormented you all. 
It was for spite 1 drove the old man out of his 
mind. . . . Do you remember how you drank 
at my house one day and broke the wine-glass? 
I remembered that and I broke a glass to-day 
and drank ‘to iny vile heart.’ Mitya, my falcon, 
why don’t you kiss me? He kissed me once, and 
now he draws back and looks and listens. Why 
listen to me? Kiss me, kiss me hard, that’s right. 
If you love, well, then, love! I’ll be your slave 
now^ your slave for the rest of my life. It’s 
sweet to be a slave. Kiss me! Beat me, ill-treat 
me, do what you will with me. ... .And 1 do 
deserve to suffer. Stay, wait, afterwards, I w'on’t 
have that . . .” she suddenly thrust him away. 
“Go along, Mitya, I’ll come an^" have sotiic 
wine, I want to be drunk, I’m going to get 
drunk and dance; I must, I must!” She tore 
herself away from him and disappeared behind 
the curtain. Mitya followed like a drunken 
man. 

“Yes, come what may— whatever may hap- 
pen now, for one minute I’d give the whole 
world,” he thought. Grushenka did, in fact, 
loss off a whole glass of champagne at one gulp, 
and became at once very tipsy. She sat down in 
the same chair as before, with a blissful smile 
on her face. Her cheeks were glowing, her lips 
W'ere burning, her flashing eyes were moist; 
there was passionate appeal in her eyes. Even 
Kalganov felt a stir at the heart and went up 
to her. 

“Did you feel how I kissed yoi> when you 
were asleep just now?” she said thickly. “I’m 
drunk now, that’s what it is. . . . And aren't 
you drunk? And why isn’t Mitya drinking? 
Why don’t you drink, Mitya? I’m drunk, and 
you don’t drink . . .” 

“I am drunk! I’m drunk as it is . . . drunk 
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with you . . . and now I'll be drunk with wine, 
too.” 

He drank off another glass, and— he thought 
it strange himself— that glass made him com- 
pletely drunk. He was suddenly drunk, al- 
though till that moment he had been quite 
sober, he remembered that. From that moment 
everything whirled about him, as though he 
were delirious. lie walked, laughed, talked to 
everybody, without knowing what he was do- 
ing. Only one persistent burning sensation 
made itself felt continually, *']ike a red-hot 
coal in his heart,” he said afterwards. He went 
uj> to her, sat beside her, ga/ed at her, listened 
to her. . . . She became very talkative, kept 
calling everyone to her, and beckoned to dif- 
ferent girls out of the chorus. When the girl 
came up, she either kissed her. or made the 
sign of the cross over her. In another minute 
she might have cried. She was greatly amused 
by the “little old man,” as she called Maximov, 
lie ran up every minute to kiss her hands, 
“cadi little finger,” and finally he danced an- 
other dance to an old song, which he sang him- 
self. He danced with special vigour to the re- 
frain: 

The little pifr sayS’-urnph! umphi uniph! 

The little calf iays-nwo, moo, moo, 

The little duck says-quack, quack, quack, 
The little goose says—ga, ga, ga. 

The hen goes strutting thiough the porch; 
Troo-roo-roo-roo-roo, shc^ll say, 

Troo-7 oo-roo-rao-roo, she‘11 say I 

“Give him something, Mitya,” said Grii- 
shenka. “Give him a present, he’s poor, you 
know. Ah, the poor, the insulted! ... Do you 
know, Mitya, I shall go into a nunnery. No, I 
really shall one day. Alyosha said something 
to me to-day that I shall remember all my life. 

. . , Yes But to-day let us dance. I’o-morrow 

to the nunnery, but to-day we’ll dance, 1 want 
to play to-day, good people, and what ol it? 
(iod will forgive us. If I were God, I’d forgive 
everyone: *My dear sinners, from this day forth 
I forgive you.’ I’m going to beg forgiveness: 
‘Forgive me, good people, a silly wench.’ I’m 
a beast, that's what 1 am. Bui I want to pray. 
I gave a little onion. Wicked as I’ve been, 1 
want to pray. Mitya, let them dance. don’t stop 
them. Kveryone in the world is good. Kveryonc 
—even the worst of them. 'J'hc w’orld’s a nice 
place. Though we’re bad the world’s all right. 
We’re good and bad, good and bad. . . . Come, 
tell me, I’ve something to a.sk you: come here 
everyone, and I’ll ask you: Why am I so good? 
You know 1 am good. I’m very good. . . . Come, 
w'hy am I so good?” 


So Grushenka babbled on, getting more and 
more drunk. At last she announced that she 
was going to dance, tcx). She got up from her 
chair, staggering. “Mitya, don't give me any 
more wine— if I ask you, don’t give it to me. 
Wine doesn’t give peace. Everything’s going 
round, the stove, and everything. I want to 
dance. Let everyone see how I dance ... let 
them see how beautifully I dance . . .” 

She really meant it. She pulled a white cam- 
bric handkerchief out of her pocket, and took 
it by one corner in her right hand, to wave it 
in the dance. Mitya ran to and fro, the girls 
were quiet, and got ready to break into a danc- 
ing song at the hrst signal. Maximov, hearing 
that C>rushenkaw'antcci to da nee, squealed with 
delight, and ran skipping about in front of 
her, humming: 

iri//i legs so slim a7id sides so trim 
And its (title tail curled tight. 

But Grushenka waved her handkerchief at 
him and drove hfm away. 

“Sh-h! I’VIitya, why don’t they come? Let 
everyone come ... to look on. Call them in, 
too, that were locked in. . . . Why did you lock 
them in? I'cll them I’m going to dance. Let 
them look on, too . . 

Mitya walked with a drunken swagger to the 
locked door, and began knocking to the Poles 
with his fist. 

“Hi, you . . . Podvysotskys! Come, she’s go- 
ing to dance. She calls you.” 

**Lajd(ik!'* one of the Poles shouted in reply. 

“You’re a lajdak yourself! Y’ou’re a little 
scoundrel, that’s what you are.” 

“Leave off laughing at Poland,” said Kal- 
ganov scntentiously. He too was drunk. 

“Be quiet. bo>! If I call him a scoundrel, it 
doesn’t mean that 1 called all Poland so. One 
la]dak doesn’t make a Poland. Be quiet, my 
pretty boy. eat a sweetmeat.” 

“Acli, tvhat fellows! As though they were 
not men. Why won’t they make friends?" said 
Grushenka. and went forward to dance. The 
chorus broke into “Ah, my porch, my new 
porch!” Grushenka filing back her head, half 
opened her lips, smiled, waved her handker- 
chief, and sudclenly. with a violent lurch, stood 
still in the middle of the room, looking be- 
wildered. 

“I’m weak . . .” she said in an exhausted 
voice. “Forgive me. . . . I'm weak, I can’t. . . . 
I’m sorry.” 

Slie bowed to the chorus, and then began 
bowing ill all directions. ^ 
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“I'm sorry. . . . Forgive me . . 

“The lady's been drinking. The pretty lady 
has been drinking/' voices were heard saying. 

“The lady's drunk too much/' Maximov ex- 
plained to the girls, giggling. 

“Mitya, lead me away . . . take me,” said 
Grushenka helplessly. Mitya pounced on her, 
snatdicd her up in his arms, and carried the 
precious burden through the curtains. 

“Well, now I'll go,” thought Kalganov, and 
walking out of the blue room, he closed the 
two halves of the door after him. But the orgy 
in the larger room went on and grew louder 
and louder. Mitya laid Grushenka on the bed 
and kissed her on the lips. 

“Don't touch me . . .” she faltered, in an 
imploring voice. “Don't touch me, till I'm 
yours. . . . I've told you I’m yours, but don't 
touch me . . . spare me. ... With them here, 
with them close, )ou mustn’t. He's here. It's 
nasty here . . 

“I’ll obey you! I won’t think of it ... I wor- 
ship you!” muttered Mitya. “Yes, it's nasty 
here, it's abominable.” 

And still holding her in his arms, he .sank on 
his knees by the bedside. 

“I know, though you're a brute, you're gen- 
erous,” Grushenka articulated with dilficulty. 
“It must be honourable ... it shall be honour- 
able for the future . . . and let us be honest, let 
us be good, not brutes, but good . , . take me 
away, take me far away, do you hear? 1 don't 
want it to be here, but far, far away . . .” 

“Oh, yes, yes, it must be!” said Mitya, press- 
ing her in his arms. “I’ll take you and we’ll fiyT 
away. . . . Oh, I’d give my whole life for one 
year only to know about that blood!” 

“W^hat blood?” asked Grushenka, bewil- 
dered. 

“Nothing,” muttered Mitya, through his 
teeth. “Grusha, you wanted to be honest, but 
I'm a thief. But I’ve stolen money from Katya. 
. . . Disgrace, a disgrace!” 

“From Katya, from that young lady? No, you 
didn’t steal it. Give it back to her, take it from 
me. . . . Why make a fuss? Now everything of 
mine is yours. What does money matter? We 
shall waste it anyway. . . . Folks like us are 
bound to waste money. But we'd better go and 
work the land. 1 want to dig the earth with my 
own hands. We must work, do you hear? Alyo- 
sha said so. I won’t be your mistress. I'll be 
faithful to you. I’ll be your slave. I'll work for 
you. We’ll go to the young lady and bow down 
to her together, so that she may forgive us, and 
then we'll go away. And if she won’t forgive 


us, we'll go, anyway. Take her her money and 
love me. . . . Don't love her. . . . Don’t love her 
any more. If you love her, I shall strangle her. 
. . . I'll put out both her eyes with a needle . . 

“I love you. I love only you. I'll love you in 
Siberia . . .” 

“Why Siberia? Never mind, Siberia, if you 
like. I don’t care . . . we’ll work . . . there’s snow 
in Siberia. ... I love driving in the snow . . . 
and must have bells. . . . Do you hear, there’s 
a bell ringing? Where is that bell ringing? 
There are people coming. . . . Now it’s 
stopped.” 

She closed her eyes, exhausted, and sud- 
denly fell asleep for an instant. 'Fhere had cer- 
tainly been the sound of a bell in the disiance, 
but the ringing had ceased. Mitya let his head 
sink on her l)reast. He did not notice that the 
bell had ceased ringing, nor did he notice tliat 
the songs had ceased, and that instead of sing- 
ing and drunken clamour there was a[)sohite 
stillness in the house. Grushenka opened her 
eyes. 

“What's the matter? Was 1 asleep? Yes . . . 
a bell . . . I’ve been asleep and dreamt I was 
driving over the snow with bells, and I do/ed. 
I was with someone I loved, with you. .And 
far. far away. I was holding you and kissing 
you, nestling close to you. I was cold, and the 
snow glistened. . . . You know how the snow 
glistens at night when the moon shines. It was 
as though I was not on earth. I woke up, and 
my dear one is close to me. How sweet that 
is! . . .” 

“Close to you,” murmured Mitya, kissing 
her dress, her bosom, her hands. And suddenly 
he had a strange fancy: it seemed to him that 
she was looking straight before her, not ar Jjim, 
not into his face, but over his head, with an 
intent, almost uncanny fixity. An expression 
of wonder, almost of alarm, came suddenly 
into her face. 

“Mitya, who is that looking at us?” she 
whispered. 

Mitya turned, and saw that someone had, in 
fact, parted the curtains and seemed to be 
watching them. And not one person alone, it 
.seemed. 

He jumped up aiu^ walked quickly to the 
intruder. 

“Here, come to us, come here,” said a voice, 
speaking not loudly, but firmly and perempto- 
rily. 

Mitya passed to the other side of the curtain 
and stood stock still. Fhc room was filled with 
people, but not those who had been there be- 
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fore. An instantaneous shiver ran clown his 
bac k, and he shuddered. He recognised all those 
people instantly. That tall, stout old man in 
the overcoat and forage-cap with a cockade— 
was the police captain, Mihail Makarovitch. 
And that “consumptive-looking” trim dandy, 
“who always has such polished boots”— that 
was the deputy prosecutor. “He has a chro- 
nometer worth four hundred roubles; he 
show’cd it to me.” And that small young man 
in spectacles. . . . Mitya forgot his surname 
though he knew^ him. had seen him: he was 
the “investigating lawyer.” from the “school of 
jurisprudence,” who had only lately come to 
the town. And this man~the inspc'itor of 
police, Mavriky Mavrikyevitcli.a man he knew 
well. And those iellows with the brass plates 
on, why are they hc're? And those other two 
. . . peasants. . . . And there at the door Kalga* 
nov with Trifon liorisscn itc h. . . . 

“Cientlcnnen! What’s this for. gentlemen?” 
began Mitya, but sucldetdy, as though beside 
himself, not knowing what he was doing, he 
cried aloud, at the top ol his \oicc: 

“1 un-der— stand!” 

The young maiiin speilac les moved forward 
suddenly, and stepping up to Mitya, began 
with dignity, though hurriedly: 

“We have to make ... in Ijricl, 1 beg you to 
come this way, this way to the sola. ... It is 
absolutely imperative that you should give an 
ex])lanation.” 

“Fhe old man!” cried Mitya Iraiitically. 
“The old man and his bloodl ... 1 under- 
stand.” 
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And he sank, almost fell, on a chair close 
by, as though he had been mown down by a 
scythe. 

“You understand? He understands it! Mon- 
ster and parricide! Your father’s blood criesout 
against you!” the old captain of police roared 
suddenly, stepping up to Mitya. 

He was beside himself, crimson in the face 
and ejuivering all over. 

“This is impossible!” cried the small young 
man. “Mihail Makarovitch. Mihail Makaro- 
vitch, this won’t do! ... 1 beg you’ll allow me 
to spt?ak. I .should never have expected such 
behaviour from you ...” 

“ This is delirium, gentlemen, raving de- 
lirium.” cried the captain of police; “look at 
him: drunk, at this time of night, in the com- 
pany of a disreputable woman, with the blood 
of his father on his hands. . . . It's delirium! 

“I beg you most earnestly, clear Mihail Ma- 
karovitch. to restrain your Icelings,” the prose- 
cutor said in a r^pid whisper to the old polite 
captain, “or 1 shall be forced to resort to ” 

liut the little lawyer did not allow him to 
finish. He turned to Mitya, and delivered him- 
sell in a loud, firm, dignified voice: 

“Kx-Lieutenant Karamazov, it is my duty to 
inform you that you are chargcul with the mur- 
der of your father, Fyodor Pavlovitch Kara- 
mazov , perpetrated this night . . .” 

He said something more, and the prosecu- 
tor, loo, put in something, but thcjugh Mitya 
heard them he did not uiulersland them. He 
stared at them all with wild eyes. 


BOOK IX 

The Preliminary Investigation 


Chapter /. The Beginning of Perhotiii's 
Official Carerr 

Pyotr Ilyitcii Pfriiohn, whom we left knock- 
ing at the strong locked gates ol the widow 
Morozov’s house, ended, of course, by making 
himself heard. Fenya, who was still excited by 
tJic fright she had had two hours before, and 
too much “upset” to go to bed, was almost 
frightened into hysterics on hearing the furi- 
ous knocking at the gate, 'rhoiigh she had her- 
self seen him drive away, she fancied that it 


must be Dmitri Fyodorovitch knocking again, 
no one else could knock so savagely. She ran 
to the housc-})orter, who had already wTiked 
up and gone out to the gate, and began im- 
ploring him not to open it. l>ut having c]ues- 
tioned Pyf>ir llyitch. and learned that he want- 
ed to see Fenya on very “important business,” 
the man made up his mind at last to open. 
Pyotr llyitch was admitted into Fenya’s kitch- 
en, but the girl begged him to allow the house- 
porter to be present, “bccaij^c of her misgiv- 
ings.” He began questioning her and at once 
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learnt the most vital fact, that is, that when pened? 'I’hen Fyodor Pavlovitch in his jeering 


Dmitri Fyodorovitch had run out to look for 
Grushenka, he had snatched up a pestle from 
the mortar, and that when he returned, the 
.pestle was not with him and his hands were 
smeared with blood. 

'"And the blood was simply flowing, drip- 
ping from him, drippingl" Fenya kept ex- 
claiming. This horrible detail was simply the 
product of her disordered imagination. But al- 
though not "dripping,** Pyotr Ilyitth had him- 
self seen those hands stained with blood, and 
had helped to wash them. Moreover, the ques- 
tion he had to decide was not how soon the 
blood had dried, but w^here Dmitri Fyodoro- 
vitcli had run witli the pestle, or rather, wheth- 
er it really was to Fyodor Pavlovitch's, and 
how' he could satisfactorily ascertain. Pyotr 11- 
yitch persisted in returning to this point, and 
though he found out nothing conclusive, yet 
he carried away a conviction that Dmitri Fyo- 
dorovitch could have gone nowhere but to his 
father's house, and that, therefore, something 
must have happened there. 

"And when he came back," Fenya added 
with excitement. "I told him the whole story, 
and then 1 began asking him, ‘Why have you 
got blood on your hands, Dmitri Fyodoro- 
vitch?' and he answered that that was human 
blood, and that he had just killed someone. 
He confessed it all to me, and suddenly ran 
off like a madman. I sat down and began 
thinking, where's he run off to now like a mad- 
man? He’ll go to Mokroe, I thought, and kill 
my mistress there. I ran out to beg him not to* 
kill her. 1 was running to his lodgings, but I 
lcK>ked at Plotnikov’s shop, and saw him just 
setting off, and there was no bl<K)don his hands 
then.*’ (Fenya had noticed this and remem- 
bered it.) Fenya's old grandmother confirmed 
her evidence as far as she was capable. After 
asking some further questions, Pyotr llyitch 
left the house, even more upset and uneasy 
than he had been when he entered it. 

The most direct and the easiest thing for 
him to do would have been to go straight to 
Fyodor Pavlovitch's, to find out whether any- 
thing had happened there, and if so, what; 
and only to go to the police captain, as Pyotr 
llyitch firmly intended doing, when he had 
satisfied himself of the fact. But the night was 
dark, Fyodor PavlovitcJi’s gates were strong, 
and he would have to knock again. His ac- 
quaintance with Fyodor Pavlovitch was of the 
slightest, and what if, after he had been knock- 
ing, they opened to him, and nothing had hap- 


way would go telling the story all over the 
town, how a stranger, called Perhotin, had 
broken in upon him at midnight to ask if any- 
one had killed him. It would make a scandal. 
And scandal was w'hat Pyotr llyitch dreaded 
more than anything in the world. 

Yet the feeling that possessed him was so 
strong, that though he stamped his foot an- 
grily and swore at himself, he set off again, 
not to Fyodor Pavlovitch's but to Madame 
Hohlakov’s. He decided that if she denied hav- 
ing just given Dmitri Fyodorovitch three thou- 
sand roubles, he w'ould go straight to the po- 
lice captain, but if she admitted having given 
him the money, he would go home and let the 
matter rest till next morning. 

It is, of course, perfectly evident that there 
was even more likelihood of causing scandal 
by going at eleven o'clock at night to a fash- 
ionable lady, a complete stranger, and per- 
haps rousing her from her bed to ask her an 
amazing question^ than by going to Fyodor 
Pavlovitch. But that is just how it is, some- 
times, especially in cases like the present one, 
with the decisions of the most precise and 
phlegmatic people. Pyotr llyitch was by no 
means phlegmatic at that moment. He remem- 
bered all his life how a haunting uneasiness 
gradually gained possession of him, growing 
more and more painful and driving him on, 
against his will. Yet he kept cursing himself, of 
course, all the way tor going to This lady, but 
"I will get to the bottom of it, 1 willl’’ he re- 
peaUrd for the tenth time, grinding his teeth, 
and he carried out his intention. 

It was exactly eleven o’clock when he en- 
tered Madame Holilakov’s house. He was ad- 
mitted into the yard pretty quickly, but, in 
response to his incpiiry whether the lady was 
still up, the porter could give no answer, ex- 
cept that she was usually in bed by that time. 

"Ask at the top of the stairs. If the lady 
wants to receive you, she’ll receive you. If she 
won’t, she won’t." 

P)otr llyitch went up, but did not find 
things so easy here. The footman was unwill- 
ing to take in his name, but finally called a 
maid. Pyotr llyitch peditely but insistently 
begged her to inform her lady that an official, 
living in the town, called Perhotin* had called 
on particular business, ancl that i( it were not 
of the greatest importance he would not have 
ventured to come. "Tell her in tliose words, 
in those words exactly." he asked the girl. 

She went away. He remained waiting in the 
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entry. Madame Hohlakov herself was already 
in her bedroom, though not yet asleep. She 
had felt upset ever since Mitya's visit, and had 
a presentiment that she would not get through 
the night without the sick headache which al- 
ways. with her, followed such excitement. She 
was surprised on hearing the announcement 
from the maid. She irritably declined to see 
him, however, though the unexpected visit at 
such an hour, of an "official living in the 
town,” who was a total stranger, roused her 
feminine curiosity intensely. Rut this time 
Pyotr llyitch was as obstinate as a mule. He 
begged the maid most earnestly to take an- 
other message in these very words; 

"I'hat he had come on business of the great- 
est importance, and that Madame Hohlakov 
might have cause to regret it later, if she re- 
fused 10 see him now.” 

"1 plunged headlong,” he described it after- 
wards. 

rtic maid, ga/ing at him in amazement, 
went to take his message again. Madame lloh- 
lakov was impressed. She thought alittle.asked 
what he looked like, and learned tliat he was 
"very well dresseu, y</ung, and so polite.” We 
may note, parenthetically, that Pyotr llyitch 
tvas a rather good-looking young man, and 
well aware of the fact. Madame Hohlakov 
made up her mind to see him. She was in her 
dressing-gown and slippers, but she flung a 
black shawl over her shoulders. "I’he official” 
was asked to walk into the drawing-room, the 
very room in which Mitya had been received 
shortly before. The lady came to meet her vis- 
itor, with a sternly in(}uiring countenance, 
and, without asking him to sit down, began 
at once with the question; 

"What do you want?” 

"I have ventured to disturb you, madam, on 
a matter concerning our common acquaint- 
ance, Dmitri Fyodorovitch Karamazov,” Per- 
hotin began. 

But he had hardly uttered the name, when 
the lady’s face showed signs of acute irritation. 
She almost shrieked, and interrupted him in 
a fury: 

"How' much longer am 1 to be worried by 
that awful man?” she cried hysterically. "How 
dare you, sir, how could you venture to dis- 
turb a lady who is a stranger to you, in her 
own house at such an hour! . . . And to force 
yourself upon her to talk of a man who came 
here, to this very drawing-nwm, only three 
hours ago, to murder me. and went stamping 
out of the room, as no one wopld go out of a 


decent house. Let me tell you, sir, that I shall 
lodge a complaint against you, that I will not 
let it pass. Kindly leave me at once ... I am 
a mother. . . . I . . . I ” 

"Murderl then he tried to murder you, too?” 

"Why, has he killed somebody else?” Ma- 
dame Hohlakov asked impulsively. 

"If you would kindly listen, madam, for 
half a moment. I’ll explain it all in a couple 
of words,” answered Perhotin, firmly. "At five 
o’clock this afternoon Dmitri Fyodorovitch 
borrowed ten roubles from me, and I know" for 
a fact he had no money. Yet at nine o’clock, he 
came to see me with a bundle of hundred-rou- 
ble notes in his hand, about two or three thou- 
sand roubles. His hands and face w"crc all 
covered w'itli blood, and he looked like a mad- 
man. When I asked him where he had got so 
much money, he answ’ered that he had just re- 
ceived it from you, that you had given him a 
sum of three thousand to go to the gold mines 

tf 

Madame Ilohlakov’s face assumed an ex- 
pression of intense and painful excitement. 

"Good God! He must have killed his old fa- 
ther!” she cried, clasping her hands. "I have 
never given him money, never! Oh, run, run! 

. . . Don’t say another wwd! Save the old man 
. . . run to his father . . . run!” 

"Excuse me, madam, then you did not give 
him money? You remember for a fact that you 
did not give him any money?” 

"No, I didn’t, I didn’t! I refused to give it 
him, for he could not appreciate it. He ran out 
in a fury, stamping. He rushed at me, but I 
slipped aw"ay. . . . And let me tell you, as I 
wish to hide nothing from you now, that he 
positively spat at me. Gan you fancy that! But 
why are we standing? Ah, sit down.” 

"Excuse me, I . . .” 

"Or better run, run, you must run and save 
the poor old man from an awful death!” 

"But if he has killed him already?” 

"Ah, good heavens, yes! Then what are we 
to do now? What do you think w'C must do 
now?” 

Meantime she had made Pyotr llyitch sit 
down and sat down herself, facinghim. Briefly, 
but fairly clearly, Pyotr llyitch told her the 
history of the afl'air, that part of it at least 
which he had himself witnessed. He described, 
too, his visit to Fenya, and told her about the 
pestle. All these details produced an over- 
w’hchning eftect on the distracted lady, who 
kept uttering shrieks, and covering her face 
with her hands. . . 
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“Would you believe it, I foresaw all this! I 
have that special faculty, whatever 1 imagine 
comes to pass. And how often Tve looked at 
that awful man and always thought, that man 
will end by murdering me. And now it*s hap- 
pened . . . that is, if he hasn't murdered me. 
but only his own father, it's only because the 
finger of God preserved me, and what's more, 
he w'as ashamed to murder me because, in this 
very place, I put the holy ikon from the relics 
of the holy martyr. Saint Varvara, on his neck. 
. . . And to think how near I was to death at 
that minute I went close up to him and he 
stretched out his neck to me! . . . Do you know, 
Pyotr Ilyitch (1 think you said your name was 
Pyotr Ilyitch). I don't believe in miracles, but 
that ikon and this unmistakable miracle with 
me now— that shakes me, and I’m ready to be- 
lieve in anything you like. Have you heard 
about Father Zossima? . . . But 1 don’t know 
what I'm saying . . . and only fancy, with the 
ikon on his neck he spat at me. ... He only 
spat, it’s true, he didn’t murder me and . . . 
he dashed away! But what shall \ve do, what 
must we do now? What do you think?’’ 

Pyotr Ilyitch got up, and announced that he 
was going straight to the police captain, to tell 
him all about it, and leave him to do what he 
thought fit. 

“Oh, he’s an excellent man, excellent! Mi- 
hail Makarovitch, I know him. Of course, he’s 
the person to go to. How^ practical you are, 
Pyotr Ilyitch! How well you’ve thought of 
everything! I should never have thought of it 
in your place!'' 

“Especially as I know the police captain 
very well, too,” observed Pyotr llyitdi, who 
still continued to stand, and was obviously 
anxious to escape as cpiickly as possible from 
the impulsive lady, who would not let liiiii say 
good-bye and go aw'ay. 

“And be sure, be sure,” she prattled on, “to 
come back and tell me what you see there, and 
what you find out . . . what comes to light . . . 
how they’ll try him . . . and what he’s um~ 
dcmnccl to . . . Tell me, wc have no ca]>ital 
punishment, have we? But be sure to come, 
even if it’s at three o’clock at night, at four, at 
half-past four. . . . 'I'cll them to wake me, to 
wake me, to shake me, if I don’t get up. . . . 
But, good heavens, I shan’t sleep! But wait, 
hadn’t 1 better come with you?” 

“N— no. But if you would write three lines 
with your own hand, stating that you did not 
give Dmitri Fyodorovitch money, it might, 
perhaps, be of use ... in case it’s needed . . .” 


“To be sure!” Madame Hohlakov skipped, 
delighted, to her bureau. “And you know I’m 
simply struck, amazed at your resourcefulness, 
your good .sense in such affairs. Are you in the 
service here? I’m delighted to think that you’re 
in the service here!” 

And still speaking, she scribbled on half a 
sheet of notepaper the following lines: 

/'re never in tny life lent to that unh(il)l)y 7nan, 
Dmitri Fyodorovitch Karamazov {for, in spite of 
all, he is utihappy), three thousand roubles to-day. 
Fife fiever gwen him money, nexfcr: That I swear 
by all lhaCs holy! 

K. IIOIICAKOV 

“Here’s the note!” she turned cpiickly to 
Pyotr Ilyitch. “Go, save him. It’s a noble deed 
on your part!” 

And she made the sign of the cross three 
times over him. She ran out to accompany him 
to the passage. 

“How grateful I am to you! You can’t think 
how grateful I am to you for having come to 
me, first. How is it I haven’t met you before? 
I shall feel flattered at seeing you at my house 
in the future. How delightful it is that you are 
living here! . . . Such precision! Such practical 
ability! . . . 7'hcy must appreciate you. they 
must understand you. II there's anything 1 can 
do, believe me . . . oh, I love young people! 
I’m in love with young people! The younger 
generation are the one prop of our suflciing 
country. Her one hope. . . . Oh, go. go! . . .” 

But Pyotr Ilyitch had already^Vun away or 
.she VN’ould not have let him go so soon. \'et 
Madame Hohlakov had made a rather agree- 
able impression on him, which had somcwiiat 
softened his anxiety at being drawn into such 
an unplca.sant affair. Tastes differ, as we all 
know. “She’s by no means so elderly.” he 
thought, feeling plea.sed, “on the contrary 1 
should have taken her for her daughter.” 

As for Madame* Hohlakov, .she was simply 
enchanted by the young man. “Such sense! 
such exactness! in so young a iiuui! in our 
day! and all that with such manners and ap- 
pearance! People say the young people of to- 
day are nr) good for anything, but here’s an ex- 
ample!” etc. So she simply forgot this “dread- 
ful affair,” and it was only as she was getting 
into bed, that, suddenly recalling “how near 
death she had been,” .sire exclaimed: “Ah, it 
is awful, awful!” 

But she fell at once into a sound, sweet 
.sleep. 

I w'ould not, however, have dwelt on sucli 
trivial and irrelevant details, if this eccentric 
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meeting of the young ofTicial with the by no 
means elderly widow had nr>t subsequently 
turned out to be the foundation of the whole 
career of that practical and precise young 
man. I lis story is remembered to this clay with 
ama/emeni in our town, and I shall perhaps 
have somcihing to say about it, when 1 have 
finished my long history of the brothers Kara- 
mazov. 

Chapter 2. The Alarm 

Our police captain, Mihail Makarovitch Ma- 
karov, a retired lieutenant-colonel, w^as a wid- 
ower and an excellent man. He had only come 
to us three years previously, but liad won gen- 
eral esteem, chiefly because he “knew how to 
keeji SOI iety together.” He was never without 
visitors, and (ould not ha\c got on without 
them. Someone or other was always dining 
with him: he never sat down to table without 
guests. He gave r(?gular dinners, too, on all 
sorts of occasions, sometimes most surprising 
ones, riiough the fare was not recherche, it 
was abundant. The fish-pics were excellent, 
and the w'ine made up in ejuantity for what it 
lacked ill cjuality. 

I he first room his guests entered was a well- 
fitted billiard-room, with pictures of Knglish 
race horses, in black frames on the walls, an 
essential decoration, as we all know, lor a 
bachelor’s billiard-roorn. I'hcTe w’as card play- 
ing every evening at his house, if only at one 
table. But at Irecjuent intervals, all the society 
of our town, with the mammas and young 
ladies, assembled at hishousetodance.Though 
Mihail Makarovitch was a widower, he did 
not live alone. His widow'cel daughter lived 
with him, with her two unmarried daughters, 
grown-ujj girls, who had finished their educa- 
tion. I’hey were of agrc’cable appearance and 
lively character, and though everyone knew 
they would have no dowTy, they attracted all 
the young men of fashion to their grand- 
father’s house. 

Mihail Makarovitch was by no means very 
efheient in his work, though he pcrlormed his 
duties no wcjrse than many others. I'o speak 
plainly, he was a man of rather narrow ecluca- 
lion. fits understanding of the limits of his 
administrative power could not always be re- 
lied upon. It was not so much that he tailed 
to gra.sp certain rclorms enacted during the 
pn'sent reign, as that he made conspicuous 
blunders in his interpretation of them. This 
was not from any .special lack of intelligence, 
but from carelessness, for he w'as always in too 
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great a hurry tc^go into the subject. 

“I have the heart of a soldier rather than of 
a civilian,” he used to .say of himself. He had 
not even formed a definite idea of the funda- 
mental principles of the reforms connected 
with the emancipation of the serfs, and rmly 
picked it up, so to speak, from year to year, in- 
voluntarily increasing his knowledge by prac- 
tice. And yet he was himself a landowmer. 
Pyotr Ilyitch knew for certain that he would 
meet some of Mihail Makarovitch’s visitors 
there that evening, but he didn’t know which. 
As it happened, at that moment the prosecu- 
tor, and Varvinsky, our district doctor, a young 
man. who had only just come to us from Peters- 
burg after taking a brilliant degree at the At iid- 
emy of Medicine, were playing whist at the 
pelice captain's. Ippolit Kirillovitch, the pro.se- 
cutor (he was really the deputy prosecutor, 
but we always called him the prosecutor), was 
rather a peculiar man, ol about five and thirty, 
inclined to be consumptive, and married to a 
fat and childless 'woman. He was vain and ir- 
ritable, though he had a good intellect, and 
even a kind heart. It seemed that all that was 
wrong with him was that he had a better opin- 
ion of himself than his ability warranted. And 
that made him seem con.stantly uneasy. He 
had, moreover, certain higher, even artistic, 
leanings, tow^ards psychology, for instance, a 
special study of the human heart, a special 
knowledge of the criminal and his crime. He 
cherished a grievance on this ground, consid- 
ering that he had been passed over in the serv- 
ice, and being firmly persuaded that in higlier 
spheres he had not been properly appreci- 
ated. and had enemies. In gloomy moments he 
even threatened to give up his post, and prac- 
tise as a barrister in criminal cases. The un- 
expecied Karama/ov case agitated him ])ro- 
foundly: “It was a ca.se that might well be 
talked about all over Ru.ssia.” But 1 am antici- 
pating. 

Nikolay Parfenovitch Nelyudov, the young 
investigating lawyer, who had only come from 
Petersburg two nionihs before, was sitting in 
the next room with the young ladies. People 
talked about it afterwards and wondcTcd that 
all the gentlemen .should, as though intention- 
ally, on the evening of "the crime” have been 
gathered together at the house of the execu- 
tive authority. Yet it was perfectly simple and 
happened ejuite naturally. 

Ippolit Kirillovitch’s wife had had tc^oth- 
achc for the last two days, and he w'as obliged 
to go out to escape from her grcjans. 'I he doc- 
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tor> from the very nature of bis being, could tliere, and she could only hear the invalid be- 

not spend an evening except at cards. Nikolay ginning to gasp and struggle. Then Marfa 

Parfenovitch Nelyudov had been intending Ignatyevna herself screamed out and was go- 

for three days past to drop in that evening at ing to call her husband, but suddenly realised 

Mihail Makarovitdi's, so to speak casually, so that when she had got up, he was not beside 

as slyly to startle the eldest granddaughter, her in bed. She ran back to the bedstead and 

Olga Mihailovna, by showing tliat he knew began groping with her hands, but the bed was 

her secret, that he knew it was her birthday, really empty. Then he must have gone out— 

and that she was trying to conceal it on pur- where? She ran to the steps and timidly called 

pose, so as not to be obliged to give a dance, him. She got no answer, of course, but she 

He anticipated a great deal of merriment, caught the sound of groans far away in the 

many playful jests about her age, and her be- garden in the darkness. She listened. 'Plic 

ing afraid to reveal it, about his knowing her groans were repeated, and it was evident they 
secret and telling everybody, and so on. The came from the garden. 

charming young man was a great adept at such “Good I.ord! Just as it was with Lizaveta 
teasing; the ladies had christened him “the Smerdyashtchaya!” she thought distractedly, 
naughty man," and he seemed to be delighted She went timidly down the steps and saw that 
at tlie name. He was extremely well-bred, how- the gate into the garden was open, 
ever, of good family, education and feelings, “He must be out there, poor dear," she 
and, though leading a life of pleasure, his sal- thought. She went up to the gate and all at 

lies were always innocent and in good taste, once she distinctly heard Grigory calling her 
He was short, and delicate-looking. On his by name, “Marfa! Marfa!" in a weak, moan- 
white, slender, little fingers he always wore a ing, dreadful voice. 

number of big, glittering rings. When he was “Lord, preserve us from harm!" Marfa Ig- 
engaged in his official duties, he always be- natyevna murmured, and ran towards tlic 
came extraordinarily grave, as though realis- voice, and that was how she tound Grigory, 
ing his position and the sanctity of the obliga- But she found him not by the fence wJicre he 
lions laid upon him. He had a special gift for had been knocked down, but about twenty 
mystifying murderers and other criminals of paces off. It appeared later, that he had crawled 
the peasant class during interrogation, and if away on coming to himseli. and probably had 
he did not win their respect, he certainly sue- been a long time getting so far, losing con- 
ceeded in arousing their wonder. ' sciousness several times. She noticed at once 

Pyotr Ilyiuh was simply dumbfounded that he was covered with blood, Ihd screamed 
when he went into the police captain's. He at the top of her voice. Grigory was muttering 
saw instantly that everyone knew. They had* incoherently: 

positively thrown down their cards, all were “He has murdered ... his father murdered, 
standing up and talking. Even Nikolay Par- . . Why scream, silly . . run . . . fetch soinc- 
fenovitrh had left the young ladies and run in, one . . ." 

looking .strenuous and ready for action. Pyotr But Marfa continued screaming, and seeing 
llyitch was met with the astounding news that that her master's window was open and that 
old Fyodor Pavlovitch really had been mur- there was a candle alight in the window, she 
dered that evening in hisown house, murdered ran there and began calling Fyodor Pavlo- 
and robbed. The news had only Just reached vitch. But peeping in at the window, she saw a 
them in the following manner: fearful sight. Her master was lying on his ba( k, 

Marfa Ignatyevna, the wife of old Grigory, motionless, on tlic floor. His light-coloured 

who had been knocked senseless near the dressing-gown and white shirt were soaked 

fence, was sleeping soundly in her bed and widi blood. The candle on the t^ble brightly 
might well have slept till morning after the lighted up the blood and the motionless dead 

draught she had taken. But, all of a sudden she face of Fyodor Pavlovitch. Terror-stricken, 

waked up, no doubt roused by a fearful epi- Marfa ru.shed away from the window, ran out 

leptic scream from Smerdyakov, who was lying of the garden, drew the bolt of the big gate 

in the next room unconscious. That scream al- and ran headlong by the back way to the 
ways preceded his fits, and always terrified and neighbour, Marya Kondratyevna.Bothmotlier 
upset Marfa Ignatyevna. She could never get ancl daughter were asleep, but they waked up 

accustomed to it. She jumped up and ran half- at Marfa's desperate and persistent sc:reaming 

awake to Smerdyakov's room. But it was dark and knocking at the shutter. Marfa, shrieking 
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and screaming incoherently, managed to tell 
them the main fact, and to beg for assistance. 
It happened that Foma had come back from 
his wanderings and was staying the night with 
them. They got him up immediately and all 
three ran to the scene of the crime. On the 
way. Marya Kondratyevna remembered that 
at about eight o'clock she heard a dreadful 
scream from their garden, and this was no 
doubt Grigory’s scream, “Parricide!** uttered 
when he caught hold of Mitya’s leg- 

“Somc one person screamed out and then 
was silent," Marya Kondratyevna explained 
as she ran. Running to the place w'here Grig- 
ory lay, the two women with the help of Foma 
carried him to the lodge. They lighted a can- 
dle and saw that Smerdyakov was no better, 
that he was writhing in convulsions, his eyes 
fixed in a squint, and that foam was flowing 
from his lips. They moistened Grigory’s fore- 
head with water mixed with vinegar, and the 
water revived him at once. He asked immedi- 
ately: 

“is the master murdered?” 

Then Foma and both the women ran to the 
house and saw this time that not only the win- 
do\v, but also the door into the garden was 
wide open, though Fyodor Pavlovitch had for 
the last week locked himself in every night 
and did not allow even Grigory to come in on 
any pretext. Seeing that door open, they were 
afraid to go in to Fyodor Pavlovitch “for fear 
anything should happen afterwards.’’ And 
when they returned to (Grigory, the old man 
told them to go straight to the police captain. 
?Jarya Kondratyevna ran there and gave the 
alarm to the whole party at the police cap- 
tain’s. She arrived only five minutes before 
Pyotr Ilyitch, so that his story came, not as his 
own surmise and theory, but as the direct con- 
firmation, by a witness, of the theory held by 
all, as to the identity of the criminal (a theory 
he had in the bottom of his heart refused to 
believe till that moment). 

It was resolved to act with energy. The 
deputy police inspector of the town was com- 
missioned to take four witnesses, to enter Fyo- 
dor Pavlovitch’s house and there to open an 
inquiry on the spot, according to the regular 
forms, which I will not go into here. The dis- 
trict doctor, a zealous man. new^ to his work, 
almost insisted on accompanying the police 
captain, the prosecutor, and the investigating 
lawyer. 

I will note briefly that Fymlor Pavlovitch 
was found to be c[uitc dead, with his skull bat- 
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tcred in. But with what? Most likely with the 
same weapon with which Grigory had been 
attacked. And immediately that weapon was 
found, Grigory, to whom all possible medical 
assistance was at once given, described in a 
weak and breaking voice how he had been 
knocked down. They began looking with a 
lantern by the fence and found the brass pestle 
dropped in a most conspicuous place on the 
garden path. There were no signs of disturb- 
ance in the room where Fyodor Pavlovitch was 
lying. But by the bed, behind the screen, they 
picked up from the floor a big and thick enve- 
lope with the inscription: “A present of three 
thousand roubles for my angel Grushenka, if 
she is willing to come.” And below had been 
added by Fyodor Pavlovitch, “For my little 
thicken.” There were three seals of red seal- 
ing-wax on the envelope, but it had been torn 
open and was empty: the money had been re- 
moved. They found also on the floor a piece of 
narrow pink ribbon, with which the envelope 
had been tied up. 

One piece of Pyotr Ilyitch's evidence made 
a great impression on the prosecutor and the 
investigating magistrate, namely, his idea that 
Dmitri Fyodorovitch would shoot himself be- 
fore daybreak, that he had resolved to do so, 
had spoken of it to Ilyitch, had taken the pis- 
tols, loaded them before him, written a letter, 
put it in his pocket, etc. When Pyotr Ilyitch, 
though still unwilling to believe in it, threat- 
ened to tell someone so as to prevent the sui- 
cide, Mitya had answered grinning: “You’ll 
be too late.” So they must make haste to Mok- 
roe to find the criminal, before he really did 
shoot himself. 

“That's dear, that's clear!” repeated the 
prosecutor in great excitement. “That’s just 
the way w^itli mad fcllow^s like that: *I shall kill 
myself to-morrow, so I’ll make merry till I 
die!’ ” 

The story of how he had bought the wine 
and provisions excited the prosecutor more 
than ever. 

“Do you remember the fellow that mur- 
dered a merchant called Olsufyev, gentlemen? 
He stole fifteen hundred, went at once to have 
his hair curled, and then, without even hiding 
the money, carrying it almost in his hand in 
the same way. he went off to the girls.” 

All were delayed, however, by the inquiry, 
the search, and the formalities, etc., in the 
house of Fyodor Pavlovitch. It all took time 
and so. two hours before star^g, they sent on 
ahead to Mokruc the officer of the rural police. 
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Mavriky Mavrikyevitch Schmertsov, who had 
arrived in the town the morning before to get 
his pay. He was instructed to avoid raising the 
alarm when he reached Mokroe, but to keep 
constant watch over the “criminal” till the ar- 
rival of the proper authorities, to procure also 
witnesses for the arrest, police constables, and 
so on. Mavriky Mavrikyevitch did as he was 
told, preserving his incognito, and giving no 
one but his old acquaintance. Trifon Borisso- 
vitch, the slightest hint of his secret business. 
He had spoken to him just before Mitya met 
the landlord in the balcony, looking for him 
in the dark, and noticed at once a change in 
Trifon Borissovitch’s face and voice. So neither 
Mitya nor anyone else knew that he was being 
watched. The box with the pistols had been 
carried off by I'rifon Borissovitch and put in 
a suitable place. Only after four o'clock, al- 
most at sunrise, all the officials, the police cap- 
tain, the prosecutor, the investigating lawyer, 
drove up in two carriages, each drawn by three 
horses. The doctor remained at Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch’s to make a post-mortem next day on the 
body. But he was particularly interested in the 
condition of the servant, Smerdyakov. 

“Such violent and protracted epileptic fits, 
recurring continually for twenty-four hours, 
arc rarely to be met with, and are of interest 
to science,” he declared enthusiastically to his 
companions, and as they left they laughingly 
congratulated him on his find. The prosecutor 
and the investigating lawyer distinctly remem- 
bered the doctor's saying that Smerdyakov 
could not outlive the night. 

After these long, but I think necessary ex- 
planations, we will return to that moment of 
our tale at which we broke off. 

Chapter 5. The Sufferings of a Soul. 
The First Ordeal 

And so Mitya sat looking wildly at the people 
round him, not understanding what was said 
to him. Suddenly he got up, flung up his 
hands, and shouted aloud: 

“I’m not guilty! I’m not guilty of that blood! 

I’m not guilty of my father’s blood I meant 

to kill him. But I’m not guilty. Not I.” 

But he had hardly said this, before Gru- 
shenka rushed from behind the curtain and 
flung herself at the police captain’s feet. 

"It was my fault! Mine! My wickedness!” 
she cried, in a heart-rending voice, bathed in 
tears, stretching out her clasped hands towards 
them. “He did it through me. I tortured him 
and drove him to it. I tortured tliat poor old 


man that’s dead, too, in my wickedness, and 
brought him to this! It’s my fault, mine first, 
mine most, my fault!” 

“Yes, it’s your fault! You’re the chief crimi- 
nal! You fury! You harlot! You’re the most to 
blame!” shouted the police captain, threaten- 
ing her with his hand. But he was quickly and 
resolutely suppressed. The prosecutor posi- 
tively seized hold of him. 

“This is absolutely irregular, Mihail Maka- 
rovitch!” he cried. “You arc positively hinder- 
ing the inquiry. . . . You’re ruining the case 
. . .” he almost gasped. 

“Follow the regular course! Follow the regu- 
lar course!” cried Nikolay Parfcnovitch. fear- 
fully excited too, “otherwise it’s absolutely im- 
possible! . . .” 

“Judge us together!” Grushenka cried fran- 
tically, still kneeling. “Punish us together. I 
will go with him now, if it’s to death!” 

“Gruslia, my life, my blood, my holy one!” 
Mitya fell on his knees beside her and held 
her tight in his arms. “Don’t believe her,” he 
cried, “she’s not guilty of anything, of any 
blood, of anything!” 

Fie remembered afterwards that he was for- 
cibly dragged away from her by several men, 
and that she was led out, and that when ho re- 
covered himself he was sitting at the tabic*. Be- 
side him and behind him stood the men with 
metal plates. Facing him on the other side of 
the table sal Nikolay Parfcnovitch, the investi- 
gating lawyer. He kept persuacling him to 
drink a little w^ater out of a glass that stood on 
the table. 

“That will refresh you, that will calm you. 
Be calm, don’t be frightened,” he added, ex- 
tremely politely. Mitya (he remembered it 
aftcrw'artls) became suddenly intensely inter- 
ested in his big rings, one with an amethyst, 
and another with a transparent bright yellow 
stone, of great brilliance. And long afterwards 
he remembered with wonder how those rings 
had riveted his attention through all those ter- 
rible hours of interrogation, so that he was 
utterly unable to tear himself away from them 
and dismiss them, as things that had nothing 
to do with his position. On Mitya’s left side, 
in the plate where Maximov had been sitting 
at the beginning of the evening, the prosc'cu- 
tcjr was now^ seated, and on Mitya’s right hand, 
where Grushenka had been, was a rosy-cheeked 
young man in a sort of shabby hunting-jacket, 
with ink and paper before him. This was the 
secretary of the investigating lawyer, who had 
brought him w^ith him. I'he polite captain was 
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now standing by the window at the other end 
of the room, beside Kalganov, who was sitting 
there. 

“Drink some water,” said the investigating 
lawyer softly, for the tenth time. 

“1 have drunk it, gentlemen, 1 have . . . but 
. . . come, gentlemen, crush me, punish me, 
decide my fatel” cried Mitya, staring with ter- 
ribly fixed wide-open eyes at the investigating 
lawyer. 

“So you positively declare that you are not 
guilty of the death of your father, Fyodor Pav- 
lovitch?” asked the investigating lawyer, softly 
but insistently. 

“I am not guilty. I am guilty of the blood of 
another old man, but not of my father's. And 
I weep for it! I killed, I killed the old man 
and knocked him dow’ii. . . . But it's hard to 
have to answer for that murder with another, 
a terrible murder of which 1 am not guilty. 

. . . It’s a terrible accusation, gentlemen, a 
knockdown blow. But who has killed my fa- 
ther, who has killed him? Who can have killed 
him if I didn’t? it’s marvellous, extraordinary, 
impossible." 

“Yes, who can ha\e Killed him?" the investi- 
gating lawyer was beginning, but Ippolit Ki- 
rillovitch, the prosecutor, glancing at him, ad- 
dressed Mitya. 

“You need not worry yourself about the old 
servant, (irigory Vasilyeviu h. He is alive, he 
has recovered, and in spite of the terrible 
blows inflicted, according to liis own and your 
evidence, by you, there seems no doubt that 
he will live, so the doctor says, at least." 

“Alive? He’s alive?" cried Mitva. flinging up 
his hands. His face beamed. “Ford, I thank 
"Fhee for the miracle Thou has wrought for 
me, a sinner and e\ildoer. That’s an answ'er 
to my prayer. I’ve been praying all night." 
And he crossed himself three times. He was al- 
most breathless. 

“So from this Grigory we have received such 

important evidence conccrningyou.that " 

The prosecutor would have continued, but 
Mitya suddenly jumped up from his chair. 

“One minute, gentlemen, for God’s sake, 
one minute; 1 will run to her ” 

“Excuse me, at this moment it’s c|uitc impos- 
sible," Nikolay Parfenovitch almost shrieked. 
He, too, leapt to his feet. Mitya w'as seized by 
the men with the metal plates, but he sat down 
of his owm accord. . . . 

“Gentlemen, what a pityl I wanted to see 
her for one minute only; I wanted to tell her 
that it has been washed away, it has gone, that 


blood that was weighing on my heart all night, 
and that 1 am not a murderer now! Gentle- 
men, she is my betrothed!" he said ecstatically 
and reverently, looking round at them all. 
“Oh, thank you, gentlemen! Oh, in one min- 
ute you have given me new life, new^ heart! 

. . . That old man -used to carry me in his arms, 
gentlemen. He used to wash me in the tub 
when I was a baby three years old, abandoned 
by everyone, he was like a father to me! . . .” 

“And so you " the investigating lawyer 

began. 

“Allow me, gentlemen, allow me one min- 
ute more," interposed Mitya, putting his el- 
bows on the table and covering his face with 
his hands. “Let me have a moment to think, 
let me breathe, gentlemen. All this is horribly 
upsetting, horribly. A man is not a drum, gen- 
tlemen!’' 

“Drink a little more water,” murmured 
Nikolay Parfenovitch. 

Mitya took his hands from his face and 
laughed. His eye^'were confident. He seemed 
completely transformed in a moment. His 
whole bearing was changed; he was once more 
the ecpial of these men, with all of whom he 
w^as acc|uainted, as though they had all met the 
day before, when nothing had happened, at 
some social gathering. We may note in passing 
that, on his first arrival, Mitya had bc'cn made 
very w'clcome at the police captain’s, but later, 
during tlic last month especially, Mitya had 
hardly called at all, and when the police cap- 
tain met him. in the street, for instance, Mitya 
noticed that he frowned and only bowed out 
of politeness. His accpiainiance with the prose- 
cutor was less intimate, though he sometimes 
paid his wife, a nervous and fanciful lady, 
visits of politenciss, without quite knowing 
why, and she always received him graciously 
and had, for some reason, taken an interest in 
him up to the last. He had not had time to get 
to know the investigating law’yer, though he 
had met him and talked to him twice, each 
time about the fair sex. 

“You’re a most skilful lawyer. 1 see. Nikolay 
Parfenovitch," cried Mitya, laughing gaily, 
“but I can help you now. Oh. gentlemen, I 
feel like a new man, and don’t be oftended at 
my addrc.ssing you .so simply and directly. I’m 
rather drunk, too, I'll tell you that frankly. I 
believe I've had the honour and pleasure of 
meeting you, Nikolay Parfenovitch, at my 
kin.sman Mi Usov’s. Gentlemen, gentlemen, I 
don’t pretend to he on equal ^rms with you. 
1 understand, of course, in what character 1 
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am sitting before you. Oh, of course, there's a 
horrible suspicion . . . hanging over me . . . 
if Grigory has given evidence. ... A horrible 
suspicion! It's awful, awful, I understand thatl 
But to business, gentlemen, 1 am ready, and 
we will make an end of it in one moment; 
for, listen, listen, gentlemen! Since I know I'm 
innocent, we can put an end to it in a minute. 
Can't we? Can't we?” 

Mitya spoke much and quickly, nervously 
and effusively, as though he positively took his 
listeners to be his best friends. 

“So, for the present, we will wTite that you 
absolutely deny the charge brought against 
you,** said Nikolay Parfenovitch, impressively, 
and bending down to the secretary he dictated 
to him in an undertone what to wiite. 

"Write it down? You want to write that 
down? Well, write it; I consent. I give my full 
consent, gentlemen, only ... do you see? . . . 
Stay, stay, write this. Of disorderly conduct I 
am guilty, of violence on a poor old man I am 
guilty. And there is something else at the bot- 
tom of my heart, of which I am guilty, too— 
but that you need not write down” (he turned 
suddenly to the secretary); "that's my personal 
life, gentlemen, that doesn't concern you, the 
bottom of my heart, that's to say. . . . But of 
the murder of my old fatlier I'm not guilty. 

That's a wild idea. It's quite a w'ild idea! I 

will prove you that and you’ll be convinced 
directly. . . . You will laugh, gentlemen. You'll . 
laugh yourselves at your suspicion! . , .*' 

"Be calm, Dmitri Fyodorov itch,” said the in- 
vestigating lawyer evidently trying to allay 
Mitya’s excitement by his own composure. "Be- 
fore we go on with our inquiiy, I should like, 
if you will con.sent to answer, to hear you con- 
firm the statement that you disliked your fa- 
ther, Fyodor Pavlov itch, that you were in- 
volved in continual disputes with him. Here 
at least, a quarter of an hour ago, you ex- 
claimed that you wanted to kill him: *1 didn't 
kill him,' you said, 'but 1 wanted to kill him.' ” 

"Did 1 exclaim that? Ach, that may be so, 
gentlemen! Yes, unhappily, I did want to kill 
him . . . many times 1 wanted to . . . unhappily, 
unhappily!” 

"You wanted to. Would you consent to ex- 
plain what motives precisely led you to such a 
sentiment of hatred for your parent?” 

"What is there to explain, gentlemen?” Mi- 
tya shrugged his shoulders sullenly, looking 
down. "1 have never concealed my feelings. All 
the town knows about it— everyone knows in 
the tavern. Only lately I declared tliem in Fa- 


ther Zossima's cell. > . . And the very same day, 
in the evening 1 beat my father. I nearly killed 
him, and I swore I’d come again and kill him, 

before witnesses Oh, a thousand witnesses! 

I've been shouting it aloud for the last month, 
anyone can tell you tliatl . . . The fact stares 
you in the face, it speaks for itself, it cries 
aloud, but feelings, gentlemen, feelings are an- 
other matter. You see, gentlemen”— Mitya 
frowned— "it seemed to me that about feelings 
you've no right to question me. I know that 
you arc bound by your office, I quite under- 
stand that, but that's my affair, my private, in- 
timate affair, yet . . . since 1 haven't concealed 
my feelings in the past ... in the tavern, for 
instance, I've talked to everyone, so ... so I 
won’t make a secret of it now. You see, 1 un- 
derstand, gentlemen, that there are terrible 
facts against me in this business. 1 told every- 
one that I'd kill him, and now, all of a sudden, 
he's been killed. So it must have been me! Ha 
ha! 1 can make allowances for you, gentlemen, 
I can quite make allowances. I’rn struck all of 
a heap myself, for who can have murdered 
him, if not I? That's what it comes to, isn't it? 
If not I, who can it be, who? Cicntlcmen, I 
want to know, 1 insist on knowing!” he ex- 
claimed suddenly. "Where was he murdered? 
How was he murdered? How, and with what? 
Tell me,” he asked quickly, looking at the 
two lawyers. 

"We found him in his study, lying on his 
back on the floor, with his head- battered in,” 
said the prosecutor. 

"T hat’s horrible!” Mitya shuddered and, 
putting his elbows on the table, hid his face in 
his right hand. 

"We will continue,” interposed Nikolay Par- 
fenovitch. "So what was it that impelled you 
to this sentiment of hatred? You have asserted 
in public, 1 believe, that it was based upon 
jealousy?” 

"Well, yes, jealousy. And not only jealousy.” 

"Disputes about money?” 

"Yes, about money, too.” 

"T’here was a dispute about three thousand 
roubles, 1 think, which you claimed as part of 
your inheritance?” 

"Three thousand! More, morCa ' cried Mitya 
hotly; "more than six thousand* more than 
ten, perhaps. I told everyone so,, shouted it at 
them. But 1 made up my mind to let it go at 
three thousand. 1 was desperately in need of 
that three thousand ... so the bundle of notes 
for three thousand that I knew he kept under 
his pillow, ready for Grushenka, I considered 
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as simply stolen from me. Yes, gentlemen, 1 
looked upon it as mine, as my own property 

I* 

The prosecutor looked significantly at the 
investigating lawyer, and had time to wink at 
him on the sly. 

“We will return to that subject later,” said 
the lawyer promptly. “You will allow us to 
note that point and write it down; that you 
looked upon that money as your own prop- 
erty?” 

“Write it down, by all means. I know that's 
another fact that tells against me. but I'm not 
afraid of facts and I tell them against myself. 
Do you hear? Do you know, gentlemen, you 
take me for a different sort of man from what 
I am,” he added, suddenly gloomy and de- 
jected. “You have to deal with a man of hon- 
our, a man of the highest honour; above all— 
don't lose sight of it— a man who’s done a lot 
of nasty things, but has always been, and still 
is, honourable at bottom, in his inner being. 
I don’t know how to express it. That’s just 
what's made me wretched all my life, that I 
yearned to be honourable, that I was, so to 
say, a martyr to a jcn ^ of honour, seeking for 
it with a lantern, with the lantern of Diogenes, 
and yet all my life I’ve been doing filthy things 
like all of us, getitlemen . . . that is like me 
alone. 'I'hat was a mistake, like me alone, me 
alone! . . . Gentlemen, my hea<l aches . . .” His 
brows contracted with pain. “You see, gentle- 
men, 1 couldn't bear the look of him, there 
was scmicthing in him ignoble, impudent, 
trampling on everything sacred, something 
sneering and irreverent, loathsome, loathsome. 
But now that he's dead, 1 feel differently.” 

“How do you mean?” 

“I don’t feel differently, but I wish I hadn’t 
hated him so.” 

“You feel penitent?” 

“No, not penitent, don't write that. I'm not 
much good myself; I'm not very beautiful, so I 
had no right to consider him repulsive. That's 
what 1 mean. Write that down, if you like.” 

Saying this Mitya became very mournful. 
He had grown more and more gl(K)my as the 
inquiry continued. 

•At that moment another unexpected scene 
followed. 'Though Grushenka had been re- 
moved, she had not been taken far away, only 
into the room next but one from the blue 
room, in which the examination was proceed- 
ing. It was a little room with one window, next 
beyond the large room in which they had 
danced and feasted so lavishly. She was sitting 


there with no one by her but Maximov, who 
was terribly depressed, terribly scared, and 
clung to her side, as though for security. At 
their door stood one of die peasants with a 
metal plate on his breast. Grushenka was cry- 
ing, and suddenly her grief was too much for 
her, she jumped up, flung up her arms and, 
with a loud wail of sorrow, rushed out of the 
room to him, to her Mitya, and so unexpected- 
ly that they had not time to stop her. Mitya, 
hearing her cry, trembled, jumped up, and 
with a yell rushed impetuously to meet her, 
not knowing what he was doing. But they were 
not allowed to come together, though they sav 
one another. He was seized by the arms. He 
struggled, and tried to tear himself away. Il 
took three or four men to hold him. She was 
seized too, and he saw her stretching out her 
arms to him, crying aloud as they carried her 
away. When the scene was over, he came to 
himself again, sitting in the same place as be- 
fore, opposite the investigating lawyer, and 
crying out to them: 

“What do you w'ant with her? Why do you 

torment her? She's done nothing, nothing! 

>» 

The lawyers tried to soothe him. About ten 
minutes passed like this. At last Mihail Maka- 
rovitch, who had been absent, came hurriedly 
into the room, and said in a loud and excited 
voice to the prosecutor: 

“She’s been removed, she’s downstairs. Will 
you allow me to say one word to this unhappy 
man, gentlemen? In your presence, gentlemen, 
in your presence.” 

“By all means, Mihail Makarovitch,” an- 
swered the investigating lawyer. “In the pres- 
ent case w'e have nothing against it.” 

“Listen, Dmitri Fyodorovitch, my dear fel- 
low,” began the police captain, and there was 
a look of warm, almost fatherly, feeling for the 
luckless prisoner on his excited face. “I took 
your Agrafena Alcxandrovna downstairs my- 
self, and confided her to the care of the land- 
lord’s daughters, and that old fellow Maximov 
is with her all the time. And I soothed her, do 
you hear? I soothed and calmed her. 1 im- 
pressed on her that you ha\e to clear yourself, 
so she mustn’t hinder you. must not depress 
you, or you may lose your head and say the 
wrong thing in your evidence. In fact, 1 talked 
to her and she understood. She's a sensible 
girl, my boy, a good-hearted girl, she would 
have kissed my old hands, begging help for 
you. She sent me herself, to lell you not to 
worry about her. And 1 must'^o, my dear fel- 
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low, I must go and tell her that you are calm 
and comforted about her. And so you must be 
calm, do you understand? I was unfair io her; 
she is a Christian soul, gentlemen, yes, 1 tell 
you, she’s a gentle soul, and not to blame for 
anything. So what am I to tell her, Dmitri 
Fyodorovitch? W^ill you sit quiet or not?” 

The good-natured police captain said a 
great deal that was irregular, bin Grushenka’s 
suffering, a fellow creature’s suffering, touched 
his good-natured heart, and tears stood in his 
eyes. Mitya jumped up and rushed towards 
him. 

“Forgive me. gentlemen, oh. allow me, al- 
low me!” he cried. “You’ve the heart of an 
angel, an angel, Mihail Makaiovitih, I thank 
you for her. I will. I will be calm cheerful, in 
fact. Tell her, in the kindness of your heart, 
that I am cheerful, quite cheerful, that I shall 
be laughing in a minute, knowing that she has 
a guardian angel like you. 1 shall have done 
w'ith all this directly, and as soon as I’m free. 
I’ll be with her. she’ll sec, let her wait. (Gentle- 
men.” he .said, turning to the two lawyers, 
“now I’ll open my whole soul to you: I'll pour 
out everything. We’ll hnish this off direitly, 
finish it off gaily. We shall laugh at it in the 
end, shan’t we? Hut gentlemen, that woman is 
the queen of my heart. Oh, let me tell you 
that. 'That one thing 1*11 tell ym now. ... I 
see I’m with honourable men. .She is my light, 
she is ni) holy one, and il only you knew! Did 
you hear lier cry, ‘I’ll go to death with you’? 
And w'hat have I. a penniless beggar, done for 
her? Why such love Lor me? 1 low' ( an a clumpy, 
ugly brute like me, with my ugly face, de.servc 
such love, that she is readv to go to exile with 
me? And how' she fell down at your feet for my 
sake, just nowd . . . and yet she’s proud and has 
done nothing! IIow' can 1 help adoring her, 
how can 1 help crying out and rushing t<» her 
as I did just now'? Gentlemen, forgive me! Hut 
now, now I am comlorted.” 

.‘\nd he sank back in his chair and, covering 
his face with his hands, burst into tears. Hut 
they were happy tears, lie recovered himself 
instanily.The old j)c)licc captain seemed muc h 
pleased, and the lawyers also. 'They lelt that 
the examination was passing inU) a new phase. 
When the police captain went out, Mitya was 
positively gay. 

“Now, gentlemen, I am at your dis])osal, en- 
tirely at your disposal. And if it w'cre not for 
ail these trivial details, we should understand 
one ancither in a minute. I’m at those details 
again. I’m at your disposal, gentlemen, but I 


declare that w'e mirst have mutual confidence, 
you ill me and I in you, or there’ll be no end to 
it. 1 speak in your interests. To liusiness, gen- 
tlemen, to business, and don’t rummage in my 
soul; don’t (ea.se me with trifles, but only ask 
me about facts and what matters, and 1 will 
satisfy you at once. And damn the details!” 

So spoke Mitya. The interrogation began a- 
gain. 

Chapter 4 , The Second Ordeal 
“You don’t know how you encourage us. Dmi- 
tri Fyodorovitch. by your readiness to answer,” 
said Nikolay Parfenovitch, with an animated 
air, and obvious satisfaction beaming in his 
very prominent, short-sighted, light grey eyes, 
from which he had removed his spectacles a 
moment before. “And you have made a very 
just remark about the mutual confideme, with- 
out which it is sometimes positively impossible 
to get on in cases of such importance, if the 
suspected party really hope's and desires to de- 
fend himself and is in a position to do so. We, 
on our .side, will do eveiything in our jiower, 
and you lan see for yoursell how' we arc (oii- 
diK ting the case. You ajiprovc, Ippolit Kirillo- 
vitch?” He tinned to the prosecutor. 

“Oh, undoubtedly,” replied the prosecutor. 
His tone was srirncwhat cold, compared with 
Nikolav Parleiiovitch’s imjiulsiveness. 

1 w ill note once for all that Nikolay Parfeno- 
vitch, who had but lately arrived among us, 
had Irom the first lelt marked’Yespect lor Ip- 
polit Kirillovitch, our proscc utor, and had bc'- 
come almost his bosom friend. He w'as almost 
the only person who put implicit faith in Ij)- 
polir Kirillov ill h’s extraordinary talents as a 
psychologist and orator and in the justice of 
his grievance. He had heard of him in Peters- 
burg. On the other hand, young Nikolay Par- 
feiiovitch was tlie only person in the whole 
world whom our "unajjpreciated” prosecutor 
genuinely liked. On their w'ay to Mokroe they 
had time to come to an understanding about 
the present case. .\nd now as they sat at tlic 
table, the sharp-w'ittc'd junior caught and in- 
terjjretcd every indication on his senior col- 
league’s lacc--hall a word, a glance, or a wink. 

“Cientlemen, only let me tell my own story 
and don’t interrupt me w'ith trivial questions 
and I’ll tell you everything in a moment,” 
said Mitya excitedly. 

“Excellent! Thank you. Hut before w-c pro- 
ceed to listen to your communication, will you 
allow me to iiic{uire as to another little fact of 
great interest to us? I mean the ten roubles 
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you borrowed yesterday at about five o'clock 
on the security of your pistols, from your 
friend, Pyotr Ilyitch Perhotin.’* 

“I pledged them, gentlemen. I pledged them 
for ten roubles. What more? That’s all about 
it. As soon as 1 got back to tf)wn I pledged 
them." 

“You got back to town? Then you had been 
out of town?" 

“Yes, I went a journey of forty versts into 
the country. Didn’t you know?” 

The prosecutor and Nikr)lay Parfcnovitch 
exchanged glances. 

“Well, how would it be if you began your 
story with a systematic description ol all you 
did yesterday, from the morning onwards? Al- 
low us. for instant e, to intpiire why you were 
absent from the town, and just when you left 
and when yt)u came back— all thf)se iacts.” 

“You should have asked me like that from 
the beginning,” tried Mitya, laughing aloud, 
“and, if you like, we won’t begin from yester- 
day, but fnmi the morning of the day before; 
then you’ll understand how, why, and where 
I went. 1 went the day before yesterday, gentle- 
men, to a men haul 01 tiic town, called Samso- 
nov, to borrow three thousand roubles from 
him on safe security. It was a pressing matter, 
gentlemen, it was a sudden necessity.” 

“Allow me to interrupt yon,” the prosecutor 
put in politely. “Why were you in siuh press- 
ing need lor just that sum, three thousand?” 

“Oh, gentlemen, you needn’t gf) into de- 
tails, how\ when and why, and why just so 
much money, and not so much, and all that 
rigmarole. Why, it’ll run to three volumes, and 
then you’ll want an epilogue!” 

Mitya said all this with the good-natured 
but imjjatient familial ity of a man Avho is anx- 
ious to tell the whole truth and is lull of the 
best intentions. 

“Gentlemen!”— he corrected himself hur- 
riedly— “don’t be vc?xcd Avith me for my rcs- 
tiveness, I beg you again. Believe me once more, 
I fc'el the greatest respect for you and undc'r- 
stand the true position of affairs. Don’t think 
I’m drunk, rm cpiite sober now. .And, besides, 
being drunk would be no hindrance. It’s wdth 
me, you know, like the saying: ’When he is 
sober, he is a fool: when he is drunk, he is a 
wise man.' Ha ha! But I see. gentlemen, it’s 
not the proper thing to make jokes to you, till 
we've had our explanation, 1 mean. And I’ve 
iny own dignity to keep up, too. I cpiite under- 
stand the difference for the moment. I am, 
after all, in the position of a criminal, and so, 


far from being on equal terms with you. And 
it's your business to watch me. I can’t expect 
you to pat me on the head for what 1 did to 
Grigory, for one can’t break old men's heads 
with impunity. 1 suppose you'll put me away 
for him for six months, or a year perhaps, in a 
house of correction. I don’t know what the 
punishment is— but it will be without loss of 
the rights of rny rank, without loss of my rank, 
won’t it? So you see, gentlemen, I understand 
the distinctic^n between us. . . . But you must 
sec that you could pu/zle God Himself with 
such questions. TIow did you step? Where 
did you step? When did you stc})? And on 
what did you step?’ I .shall get mixed up, if 
you go on like this, and you will put it all 
down against me. And what will that lead to? 
To nothing! And even if it's nonsense I’m 
talking now, let me finish, and ycju, gentle- 
men, being men of honour and refinement, 
will forgive me! I’ll finish by asking yc^u, gen- 
tlemen. to drop that ton\enlional method of 
cjucstioning. 1 mean, beginning from some 
miserable trifle, how 1 gc^t up, what I had tor 
break last, how I spat, and where 1 spat, and so 
distracting the attention of the criminal, .sud- 
denly stun him with an overwhelming ques- 
tion, ‘Whom did you murder? Whom did you 
rob?’ Ha ha! That's your regulation method, 
that’s where all your cunning comes in. You 
can put peasants otf their guard like that, but 
not me. I know the tricks. I've been in the 
service, too. 11a ha ha! You’re not angry, gen- 
tlemen? You forgive my impertinence?” he 
cried, looking at them with a good nature that 
was almost surprising. “It’s only Mitya Kara- 
mazov. u)u know, so )ou can overlook it. It 
Avould be inexcusable in a sensible man; but 
you can forgive it in Mitva. Ha ha!” 

Nikolay Parfeno\itch listened, and laughed 
too. Though the prosecutor did not laugh, he 
kept his eyes fixed keenly on Mitya, as though 
anxious not to miss the least syllable, the 
slightc'si niovemciu, the smallest twitch of any 
feature of his face. 

“That’s how we have treated you from the 
beginning.” said Nikolay Parfcnovitch. still 
laughing. “Wc haven’t tried to put you out by 
asking how you got up in the moining and 
what you had for breaklast. We began, indeed, 
Avith cjucsiions of the greatest importance.” 

“I understand. 1 saAv it and appreciated it. 
and I appreciate still more your present kind- 
ness to me. an unprecedented kindness, Avor- 
ihy of your noble hearts. Wc^ three here are 
gentlemen, and let everything be on the foot- 
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ing of mutual confidence between educated, 
well-bred people, who have the common bond 
of noble birth and honour. In any case, allow 
me to look upon you as my best friends at this 
moment of my life, at this moment when my 
honour is assailed. That’s no offence to you, 
gentlemen, is it?” 

”On the contrary. You’ve expressed all that so 
well, Dmitri Fyodorovitch,” Nikolay Parfeno- 
vitch answered with dignified approbation. 

“And enough of those trivial questions, gen- 
tlemen, all those tricky questionsi” cried Mit- 
ya enthusiastically. “Or there’s simply no 
knowing where we shall get tol Is there?” 

“I will follow your sensible advice entirely,” 
the prosecutor interposed, addressing Mitya. 
“I don’t withdraw my question, however. It is 
now vitally important for us to know exactly 
why you needed that sum, I mean precisely 
three thousand.” 

“Why I needed it? . . . Oh, for one thing and 
another. . . . Well, it was to pay a debt.” 

“A debt to whom?” 

“That I absolutely refuse to answer, gentle- 
men. Not because I couldn’t, or because I 
shouldn’t dare, or because it would be damag- 
ing, for it’s all a paltry matter and absolutely 
trifling, but— I won’t, because it’s a matter of 
principle: that’s my private life, and 1 won’t 
allow any intrusion into my private life. 
That’s my principle. Your question has no 
bearing on the case, and whatever has nothing 
to do with the case is my private affair. 1 wanted 
to pay a debt. I wanted to pay a debt of hon- 
our but to whom I won’t say.” 

“Allow me to make a note of that,” said the 
prosecutor. 

“By all means. Write down that I won’t say, 
that I won’t. Write that I should think it dis- 
honourable to say. Ech! you can write it; 
you’ve nothing else to do with your time.” 

“Allow me to caution you, sir, and to re- 
mind you once more, if you are unaware of it,” 
the prosecutor began, with a peculiar and 
stern impressiveness, “that you have a perfect 
right not to answer the questions put to you 
now, and we on our side have no right to ex- 
tort an answer from you, if you decline to give 
it for one reason or another. That is enUrely a 
matter for your personal decision. But it is our 
duty, on the other hand, in such cases as the 
present, to explain and set before you the de- 
gree of injury you will be doing yourself by re- 
fusing to give this or that piece of evidence. 
After whi^ I will beg you to continue.” 

“Gentlemen, I’m not angry . . . I . . Mitya 


muttered in a rather disconcerted tone. “Well, 
gentlemen, you see, that Samsonov to whom I 
went then . . .” 

We will, of course, not reproduce his ac- 
count of what is known to the reader already. 
Mitya was impatiently anxious not to omit the 
slightest detail. At the same (ime he was in a 
hurry to get it over. But as he gave his evi- 
dence it was written down, and therefore they 
had continually to pull him up. Mitya disliked 
this, but submitted; got angry, though still 
good-humouredly. He did, it is true, exclaim, 
from time to time, “Gentlemen, that’s enough 
to make an angel out of patiencel” Or, “Gen- 
tlemen, it’s no good your irritating me.” 

But even though he exclaimed he still pre- 
served for a time his genially expansive mood. 
So he told them how Samsonov had made a 
fool of him two days before. (He had com- 
pletely realised by now that he had been 
fooled.) The sale of his watch for six roubles to 
obtain money for the journey was something 
new to the lawyers. They were at once greatly 
interested, and even, to Mitya’s intense indig- 
nation, thought it necessary to write the fact 
down as a secondary confirmation of the cir- 
cumstance that he had hardly a farthing in his 
pocket at the time. Little by little Mitya began 
to grow surly. Then, after describing his jour- 
ney to see Lyagavy, the night spent in the 
stifling hut, and so on, he came to his return 
to the town. Here he began, without being 
particularly urged, to give a minute account 
of the agonies of jealousy he endured on Gru- 
shenka’s account. 

He was heard with silent attention. They in- 
quired particularly into the circumstance of 
his having a place of ambush in Marya Kon- 
dratyevna’s house at the back of Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch’s garden to keep watch on Grushenka, 
and of Smerdyakov’s bringing him informa- 
tion. They laid particular stress on this, and 
noted it down. Of his jealousy he spoke warm- 
ly and at length, and though inwardly ashamed 
at exposing his most intimate feelings to “pub- 
lic ignominy,” so to speak, he evidently over- 
came his shame in order to tell the truth. The 
frigid severity with which the investigating 
lawyer, and still more the prosecutor, stared 
intently at him as he told his story, discon- 
certed him at last considerably. 

“That boy, Nikolay Parfenovitch, to whom 
I was talking nonsense about women only a 
few days ago, and that sickly prosecutor arc 
not worth my telling this to,” he reflected 
mournfully. “It’s ignominious. ’Be patient. 



The Preliminary Investigation 249 


humble, hold thy peace.* " He wound up his 
reflections with that line. But he pulled him- 
self together to go on again. When he came to 
telling of his visit to Madame Hohlakov, he 
regained his spirits and even wished to tell a 
little anecdote of that lady which had nothing 
to do with the case. But the investigating law- 
yer stopped him, and civilly suggested that he 
should pass on to **morc essential matters.** At 
last, when he described his despair and told 
them how, when he left Madame Hohlakov*s, 
he thought that he*d '*get three themsand if he 
had to murder someone to do it,'* they stopped 
him again and noted down that he had "meant 
to murder someone.** Mitya let them write it 
without protest. At last he reached the point 
in his story when he learned that Grushenka 
had deceived him and had returned from 
Samsonov's as soon as he left her there, though 
she had said that she would stay there till mid- 
night. 

"If I didn't kill Fenya then, gentlemen, it 
was only because 1 hadn't time,** broke from 
him suddenly at that point in his story. I'hat, 
too, w'as carefully written down. Mitya waited 
gloomily, and was beg iiiiing to tell how he ran 
into his father's garden when the investigating 
lawyer suddenly stopped him, and opening 
the big portfolio that lay on the sofa beside 
him he brought out the brass pestle. 

"Do you recognise this object?’* he asked, 
showing it to Mitya. 

"Oh, yes," he laughed gloomily. "Of course, 
I recognise it. Let me have a look at it. . . . 
Damn it, never mind!** 

"You have forgotten to mention it,** ob- 
served the investigating lawyer. 

"Hang it all, I shouldn’t have concealed it 
from you. Do you suppose I could have man- 
aged without it? It simply escaped my mem- 
ory. 

"Be so good as to tell us precisely how you 
came to arm yourself with it." 

"Certainly I will be so good, gentlemen." 

And Mitya described how he took the pestle 
and ran. 

"But what object had you in view in anning 
yourself with such a weapon?" 

. "What object? No object. I just picked it 
up and ran off." 

"What for, if you had no object?" 

Mitya’s wrath flared up. He looked intently 
at "the boy" and smiled gloomily and malig- 
nantly. He was feeling more and more ashamed 
at having told "such people" the story of his 
jealousy so sincerely and spontaneously. 


"Bother the pestlel** broke from him sud- 
denly. 

"But still ** 

"Oh, to keep off dogs. . . . Oh, because it was 
dark. ... In case anything turned up." 

"But have you ever on previous occasions 
taken a weapon with you when you went out, 
since you're afraid of the dark?" 

"Ugh! damn it all, gentlemen! There's posi- 
tively no talking to you!" cried Mitya, exasper- 
ated beyond endurance, and turning to the 
secretary, crimson with anger, he said quickly, 
with a note of fury in his voice: 

"Write down at once ... at once . . . 'that I 
snatched up the pestle to go and kill my father 
. . . Fyodor Pavlovitch ... by hitting him on 
the head with it!* Well, now are you satisfied, 
gentlemen? Are your minds relieved?" he said, 
glaring defiantly at the lawyers. 

"We quite understand that you made that 
statement just now through exasperation with 
us and the questions we put to you, which you 
consider trivial, tltough they arc, in fact, essen- 
tial," the prosecutor remarked drily in reply. 

"Well, upon my word, gentlemen! Yes, I 
took the pestle. . . . What does one pick things 
up for at such moments? I don’t know what 
for. I snatched it up and ran—that's all. For to 
me, gentlemen, passons, or I declare I won’t 
tell you any more." 

He sat with his elbows on the table and his 
head in his hand. He sat sidew'ays to them and 
gazed at the wall, struggling against a feeling 
of nausea. He had, in fact, an awful inclina- 
tion to get up and declare that he wouldn’t 
say another word, "not if you hang me for it." 

"You see, gentlemen,” he said at last, w’ith 
difficulty controlling himself, "you see. I listen 
to you and am haunted by a dream. . . . It’s 
a dream I have sometimes, you know. ... I 
often dream it— it’s always the same . . . that 
someone is hunting me, someone I’m awfully 
afraid of . . . that he’s hunting me in the dark, 
in the night . . . tracking me, and I hide some- 
where from him. behind a door or cupboard, 
hide in a degrading way, and the wwst of it is, 
he always knows where I am, but he pretends 
not to know where I am on purpose, to pro- 
long my agony, to enjoy my terror. . . . That’s 
just what you’re doing now. It’s just like that!" 

"Is that the sort of thing you dream about?" 
inquired the prosecutor. 

"Yes, it is. Don’t you want to write it down?" 
said Mitya, with a distorted smile. 

"No; no need to write it down. But still you 
do have curious dreams." 
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•‘It's not a question of dreams now, gentle- 
men— this is realism, this is real life! I'm a wolf 
and you're the hunters. Well, hunt him downl” 

“You are wrong to make such comparisons 
. . began Nikolay Parfenov itch, with extraor- 
dinary softness. 

“No, I’m not wrong, not at all!” Mitya flared 
up again, though hisoutburst of wrath had ob- 
viously relieved his heart. He grew more good- 
humoured at every word. “You may not trust 
a criminal or a man on trial tortured by your 
questions, but an honourable man, the honour- 
able impulses of the heart (1 say that boldly!) 
—no! That you must believe you have no right 
indeed . . . but 

Be silent, heart. 

Be patient, humble, hold thy peace. 

Well, shall I go on?” he broke oil gloomily. 

“If you’ll be so kind,” answered Nikolay 
Parfenovitch. 

Chapter 5, The Third Ordeal 
Though Mitya spoke sullenly, it was evident 
that he was trying more than ever not to forget 
or miss a single detail of his story. He told them 
how he had leapt over the fence into his fa- 
tlier’s garden; how he had gone up to the win- 
dow; told them all that had passed under the 
window. Clearly, precisely, distinctly, he de- 
scribed the feelings that troubled him during 
those moments in the garden when he longed 
so terribly to know whether Grushenka was, 
with his father or not. But, strange to say, both 
the lawyers listened now with a sort of awful 
reserve, looked coldly at him, asked few (|ues- 
tions. Mitya could gather nothing from their 
faces. 

“They’re angry and offended,” he thought. 
“Well, bother them!” 

When he described how he made up his 
mind at last to make the “signal” to his father 
that Grushenka had come, so that he sJiould 
open the window, the lawyers paid no atten- 
tion to the word “signal,” as though they en- 
tirely failed to grasp the meaning of the word 
in this connection: so much so, tliat Mitya no- 
ticed it. Coming at last to the moment when, 
seeing his father peering out of the window, 
his hatred flared up and he pulled the pestle 
out of his pocket, he suddenly, as though of 
design, stopped short. He sat gazing at the wall 
and was aware that their eyes were fixed upon 
him. 

“Well?” said the investigating lawyer. “You 
pulled out the weapon and . . . and what hap- 
pened then?” 


“Then? Why. then I murdered him ... hit 
him on the head and cracked his skull. ... I 
suppose that’s your story. That’s it!” 

11 is eyes suddenly flashed. All his smothered 
wrath suddenly flamed up with extraordinary 
violence in his soul. 

“Our story?” repeated Nikolay Parfenovitch. 
“Well-and yours?” 

Mitya dropped his eyes and was a long time 
silent. 

“My story, gentlemen? Well, it was like this,” 
he began softly. “Whether it was someone’s 
tears, or my mother prayed to God, or a good 
angel kissed me at that instant, 1 don’t know. 
But the devil was conquered. I rushed from 
the window and ran to the fence. My father 
was alarmed and, for the first time, he saw me 
then, cried out, and sprang back from the win- 
dow. I remember that very well. I ran across 
the garden to the fence . . . and there Grigory 
caught me, when I was sitting on the fence.” 

At that point he raised his eyes at last and 
looked at his listeners. They seemed to be star- 
ing at him w'ith perfectly unruflied attention. 
A sort of paroxysm of indignation seized on 
Mitya’s soul. 

“Why, you’re laughing at me at this mo- 
ment. gentlemen!” he broke off suddenly. 

“What makes you think that?” observed 
Nikolay Parfenovitch. 

“You don't believe one word—that’s why! I 
understand, of course, that I have come to the 
vital point. The old man’s lying there now 
with his skull broken, while 1— after dramati- 
cally describing how I wanted to kill him, and 
how I snatched up the pestle— 1 suddenly run 
away trom the window. A romance! Poetry! As 
though one could believe a fellow oti his word. 
I la ha! You are scoflers, gentlemen!” 

And he swung round on his chair so that it 
creaked. 

“And did you notice,” asked the prosecutor 
suddenly, as though not observing Mitya’s ex- 
citement, “did you notice when you ran away 
from the window, w'hetlier the door into the 
garden was open?” 

“No, it was not open.’' 

“It was not?” 

“It was shut. And who could open it? Bah! 
the door. Wait a bit!” be seemed suddenly to 
bethink himself, and almost with a start: 

“Why, did you find the door open?” 

“Yes, it was open.” 

“Why, who could have opened it if you did 
not open it yourselves?” cried Mitya, greatly 
astonished. 
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“Tlie door stood open, and your father’s 
murderer undoubtedly went in at that door, 
and, having accomplished the criine, went out 
again by the same door,” the prosecutor jjro- 
noiinced deliberately, as though chiselling out 
each word separately. ‘‘'That is perfectly clear. 
The murder was committed in the room and 
not through the window; that is absolutely 
certain from the examination that has been 
made, from the position of the body and every- 
thing. There can be no doubt of that circum- 
stance.” 

Mitya was absolutely dumbfounded. 

“But that’s utterly impossible!” he cried, 
completely at a loss. “I ... I didn’t go in. ... I 
tell you positively, definitely, the door was 
shut the whole time 1 was in the garden, and 
when I ran out of the garden. I only stood at 
the window and saw him through the window. 
That’s all, that’s all. ... 1 remember to the 
last minute. .And if I clidn’trenicinhcr, it would 
be just the same. I know it, for no one knew 
the signals except Snierdyakov, and me, and 
the dead man. And he wouldn’t have opened 
the door to anyone in the world without the 
signals.” 

“Signals? What signals?” asked the prosecu- 
tor, with greedy, almost hysterical, curiosity. 
Me instantly lost all trace of his reserve and 
dignity. Me asked the (|uesti(m with a sort of 
cringing tiinidity. He scented an important 
fact of which he had known nothing, and was 
already filled with dread that Mitya might be 
unwilling to disclose it. 

“So you didn’t know!” Mitya w'inked at him 
with a malicious and mocking smile. “What 
if I won’t tell you? From whom could you find 
out? No one knew about the signals except my 
father, Snierdyakov, and me: that was all. 
Heaven knew', too, but it won’t tell you. But 
it’s an interesting fact. ^Fhere’s no knowing 
what you might build on it. Ha ha! Take com- 
fort, gentlemen, 1*11 reveal it. You’ve some fool- 
ish idea in your hearts. You don’t know the 
man you have to deal with! You have to do 
with a prisoner who gives evidence against 
himself, to his own damage! Yes, for I’m a man 
of honour and you— are not.” 

•'Fhc pro.secutor swallowed this without a 
murmur. He was trembling with impatience 
to hear the new fact. Minutely and clilfusely 
Mitya told them everything about the signals 
invented by Fyodor Pavlovitch for Smerdya- 
kov. He told them exactly what every tap on 
the window meant, tapped the signals on the 
table, and when Nikolay Parfenov itch .said 


that he supposed he, Mitya, had tapped the 
signal “Grushenka has come,” when he tapped 
to his father, he answered precisely that he 
had tapped that signal, that “Grushenka had 
come.” 

“So now you can build up your tower,” Mi- 
tya broke off, and again turned away from 
them contemptuously. 

“So no one knew of the signals but your 
dead father, you, and the valet Smerdyakov? 
And no one else?” Nikolay Parfcnovitch in- 
c|uired once more. 

“Yes. The valet Smerdyakov, and Heaven. 
Write down about Heaven. That may be of 
use. Besides, you w’ill need God yourselves.” 

And they had already, of course, begun wTit- 
ingit down. But while they wrote, the prosecu- 
tor said suddenly, as though pitching on a new 
idea: 

“But if Smerdyakov also knew cjf these sig- 
nals and u>ii absolutely deny all responsibility 
for the death of your father, was it not he, per- 
liaps, who knocked the signal agreed upon, 
induced your father to open to him, and then 
. . . committed the crime?” 

Mitya turned upon him a lcx)k of profound 
irony and intense haired. His silent stare lasted 
so long that it made the prosecutor blink. 

“You’ve caught the fox again,” commented 
Mitya at last; “you’ve got the beast by the tail. 
Ha ha! 1 see through you, Mr. Prosecutor. You 
thought, of course, that I should jump at that, 
catch at your prompting, and shout with all 
my might, 'Aie! it’s Smerdyakov; he’s the mur- 
derer.’ Cx)nfess that’s what you thought. Con- 
fess, and I’ll go on.” 

But the prosecutor did not confess. He held 
his tongue and waited. 

“You’re mistaken. I'm not going to shout, 
‘It’s Smerdyakov,’ ” said Mitya. 

“And you don’t even suspect him?” 

“Why, do you suspect him?” 

“He is suspected, too.” 

Mitya fixed his eyes on the floor. 

“Joking apart,” he brought out glcKnnily. 
“Listen. From the very beginning, almost from 
the moment when 1 ran out to you from be- 
hind the curtain, I’ve had the thought of Smer- 
dyakov in my mind. I’ve been sitting here, 
shouting that I’m innocent and thinking all 
the time ‘Smerdyakov!’ 1 can’t get Smerdyakov 
out of my head. In fact, 1, too. thought of 
Smerdyakov just imw; but only for a second. 
Almost at once I thought, ‘No, it's not Smer- 
dyakov.’ It’s not his doing, gentlemen.” 

“In that case is there anyb^y else you sus- 
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pect?” Nikolay Parfcnovitch inquired cau- 
tiously. 

"I don't know anyone it could be. whether 
it's the hand of Heaven or of Satan, but . . . not 
Smeidyakov," Mitya jerked out with decision. 

"But what makes you affirm so confidently 
and emphatically that it's not he?" 

"From my conviction— my impression. Be- 
cause Smerdyakov is a man of the most abject 
character and a coward. He’s not a coward, 
he's the epitome of all the cowardice in the 
world walking on two legs. He has the heart 
of a chicken. When he talked to me, he was 
always trembling for fear I should kill him. 
though I never raised my hand against him. 
He fell at my feet and blubbered: he has kissed 
these very boots, literally, beseeching me 'not 
to frighten him.’ Do you hear? ‘Not to frighten 
him.* What a thing to say! Why, 1 offered him 
money. He’s a puling chicken— sickly, epilep- 
tic, weak-minded— a child of eight could thrash 
him. He has no character worth talking about. 
It’s not Smerdyakov, gentlemen. He doesn't 
care for money; he wouldn’t take my presents. 
Besides, what motive had he for murdering the 
old man? Why, he’s very likely his son, you 
know— his natural son. Do you know that?" 

"We have heard that legend. But you are 
your father’s son, too, you know; yet you your- 
self told everyone you meant to murder him.” 

"That’s a thrust! And a nasty, mean one, 
too! I’m not afraid! Oh, gentlemen, isn't it too- 
base of you to say that to my face? It’s base, be- 
cause I told you that myself. I not only wanted 
to murder him, but I might have done it. And, 
what's more, I went out of my way to tell you 
of my own accord that I nearly murdered him. 
But, you sec, I didn’t murder him; you see, my 
guardian angel saved me— that’s what you’ve 
not taken into account. And that's why it’s so 
base of you. For I didn’t kill him, I didn’t kill 
him! Do you hear, I did not kill him." 

He was almost choking. He had not been so 
moved before during the whole interrogation. 

“And what has he told you, gentlemen— 
Smerdyakov, I mean?” he added suddenly, aft- 
er a pause. "May I ask that question?” 

"You may ask any question,” the prosecutor 
replied with frigid severity, "any question re- 
lating to the facts of the case, and we are, I re- 
peat, bound to answer every inquiry you make. 
We found the servant Smerdyakov, concerning 
whom you inquire, lying unconscious m his 
bed, in an epileptic fit of extreme severity, that 
had recurred, possibly, ten times. The doctor 
who was with us told us, after seeing him, that 


he may possibly not outlive the night.” 

"Well, if that's so, tlie devil must have killed 
him,” broke suddenly from Mitya, as though 
until that moment he had been asking himself: 
“Was it Smerdyakov or not?” 

"We will come back to this later,” Nikolay 
Parfenovitch decided. "Now, wouldn’t you like 
to continue your statement?” 

Mitya asked for a rest. His request was cour- 
teously granted. After resting, he went on with 
his story. But he was evidently depressed. He 
was exhausted, mortified, and morally shaken. 
To make things worse the prosecutor exas- 
perated him, as though intentionally, by vexa- 
tious interruptions about "trifling points.” 
Scarcely had Mitya described how, sitting on 
the wall, he had struck Grigory on the head 
with the pestle, while the old man had hold of 
his left leg, and how he had then jumped down 
to look at him, when the prosecutor stopped 
him to ask him to describe exactly how he was 
sitting on the wall. Mitya was surprised. 

"Oh, I was sitting like this, astride, one leg 
on one side of the wall and one on the other.” 

“And the pestle?” 

"The pestle was in my hand.” 

"Not in your pocket? Do you remembev 
that precisely? Was it a violent blow you gave 
him?” 

"It must have been a violent one. But why 
do you ask?” 

"Would you mind sitting on the chair just 
as you sat on the w^all then andllhowing us just 
how you moved your arm, and in what direc- 
tion?” 

"You're making fun of me, aren't you?" 
asked Mitya, looking haughtily at the speaker; 
but the latter did not flinch. 

Mitya turned abruptly, sat astride on his 
chair, and swung his arm. 

“This was how I struck him! That's how 1 
knocked him down! What more do you want?” 

"Thank you. May I trouble you now to ex- 
plain why you jumped down, with what object, 
and what you had in view?” 

"Oh, hang it! ... I jumped down to look at 
the man I’d hurt ... I don’t know what for!” 

"Though you were so excited and were run- 
ning away?” 

“Yes, though I was excited and running 
away.” 

“You wanted to help him?” 

"Help! . . . Yes, perhaps I did want to help 
him. . I don't remember.” 

"You don’t remember? Then you didn't 
quite know what you were doing?” 
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“Not at all. I remember cvcrythinj^— every 
detail. 1 jumped down to look at him, and 
wiped his face with my handkerchief.” 

“We have seen your handkerchief. Did you 
hope to restore him to consciousness?” 

“I don’t know whether I hoped it. I simply 
wanted to make sure whether he was alive or 
not.” 

“Ah! You wanted to be sure? Well, what 
then?” 

“I’m not a doctor. I couldn’t decide. I ran 
away thinking I’d killed him. And now he’s re- 
covered.” 

“Excellent,” commented the prosecutor. 
“Thank you. That’s all I wanted. Kindly pro- 
ceed.” 

Alas! it never entered Mitya's head to tell 
them, though he remembered it, that he had 
jumped back from pity, and standing over the 
prostrate figure had even uttered some words 
of regret: “You've come to grief, old man— 
there’s no help for it. Well, there you must lie.” 

The prosecutor could only draw one conclu- 
sion: that the man had jumped back “at such 
a moment and in such excitement simply with 
the object of ascciiaiiiing whether the only 
witness of his crime were dead; that he must 
therefore have been a man of great strength, 
coolness, decision, and foresight even at such 
a moment,” . . . and so on. The prosecutor was 
satisfied: “I’ve provoked the nervous fellow by 
'trifles’ and he has said more than he meant 
to.” 

With painful effort Mitya wxnt on. But this 
time he was pulled up immediately by Nikolay 
Parfcnovitch. 

“How^ came you to run to the servant, Fedos- 
ya Markovna, wdth your hands so covered with 
blood, and, as it appears, your face, too?” 

“Why, I didn't notice the blood at all at the 
time,” answered Mitya. 

“That’s quite likely. It does happen some- 
times.” The prosecutor exchanged glances with 
Nikolay Parfcnovitch. 

“I simply didn’t notice. You’re quite right 
there, prosecutor,” Mitya assented suddenly. 

Next came the account of Mitya’s sudden 
determination to “step aside” ancl make way 
for their happiness. But he could not make up 
his mind to open his heart to them as before, 
and tell them about “the queen of his soul.” 
He disliked speaking of her before these chilly 
persons “who were fastening on him like bugs.” 
And so in response to their reiterated questions 
he answered briefly and abruptly: 

“Well, I made up my mind to kill myself. 
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What had I left to live for? That question 
stared me in the face. Her first rightful lover 
had come back, the man who wronged her but 
who’d hurried back to offer his love, after five 
years, and atone for the wrong with marriage. 
... So I knew it was all over for me. . . . And 
behind me disgrace, and that blood— Grigory’s. 
. . . What had I to live for? So I went to redeem 
the pistols I had pledged, to load them and put 
a bullet in my brain to-morrow.” 

“And a grand feast the night before?” 

“Yes, a grand feast the night before. Damn 
it all, gentlemen! Do make haste and finish it. 
I meant to shoot myself not far from here, be- 
yond the village, and I’d planned to do it at 
five o’clock in the morning. And I had a note 
in my pocket already. I wrote it at Perhotin’s 
when I loaded my pistols- Here's the letter. 
Read it! It’s not for you I tell it,” he added 
contemptuously. He took it from his waist- 
coat pocket and flung it on the table. The 
lawyers read it with curiosity, and, as is usual, 
added it to the papi&rs connected with the case. 

“And you didn’t even think of w'ashing your 
hands at Perhotin’s? You were not afraid then 
of arousing suspicion?” 

“What suspicion? Suspicion or not, I should 
have galloped here just the same, and shot my- 
self at five o’clock, and you w^ouldn’t have been 
in time to do anything. If it hadn’t been for 
what’s ha])pcn6d to my father, you would have 
known nothing about it, and wouldn’t have 
come here. Oh. it’s the devil’s doing. It was the 
devil murdered father, it was through the devil 
that you found it out so soon. How did you 
manage to get here so quick? It’s marvellous, 
a dream!” 

“Mr. Perhotin informed us that when you 
came to him, you held in your hands . . . your 
blood-stained hands . . . your money ... a lot 
of money . . . a bundle of hundred-rouble notes, 
and that his servant-boy saw it too.” 

“That’s true, gentlemen. I remember it was 
so.” 

“Now, there’s one little point presents itself. 
Can you inform us,” Nikolay Parfcnovitch be- 
gan, with extreme gentleness, “where did you 
get so much money all of a sudden, when it ap- 
pears from tlie facts, from the reckoning of 
time, that you had not been home?” 

The prosecutor’s brows contracted at the 
question being asked so plainly, but he did not 
interrupt Nikolay Parfcnovitch. 

“No, I didn’t go home,” answered Mitya, 
apparently perfectly composed, but looking at 
the floor. / 
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“Allow me then to repeat my question,” 
Nikolay Parfenovitchwenton as though creep- 
ing up to the subject. "Where were you able 
to procure such a sum all at once, when by 
your own confession, at five o'clock the same 
day you ” 

"I was in want of ten roubles and pledged 
my pistols with Perhotin, and then went to 
Madame Hohlakov to borrow three thousand 
which she wouldn't give me, and so on, and all 
the rest of it," Mitya interrupted sharply. "Yes. 
gentlemen. I was in want of it, and suddenly 
thousands turned up, eh? Do you know, gentle- 
men,^ you're- both afraid now ‘what iLhe w’oii't 
tell us w'here he got it?' 'I'hat's just how it is. 
I'm not going to tell you, gentlemen. You’ve 
guessed right. You’ll never know, ' said Mitya, 
chipping out each word with extraordinary 
determination. 'I'he lawyers were silent for a 
moment. 

"You must understand, Mr. Karamazov, that 
it is of vital importance for us to know." said 
Nikolay Parfenovitch, softly and suavely. 

"I understand; but still 1 won’t tell you." 

The prosecutor, too, intervened, and again 
reminded the prisoner that he was at liberty to 
refuse to answer cjuestions, if he thought it to 
his interest, and so on. But in view of the 
damage he might do himself by his silence, 
especially in a case of such importance as 

"And so on, gentlemen, and so on. Enough! 
I've heard that rigmarole before," Mit)a inter-, 
rupted again. "1 can see lor myself how impor- 
tant it is, and that this is the vital point, and 
still I won't say." 

"What is it to us? It’s not our businc.ss, but 
yours. You are doing yourself harm," observed 
Nikolay Parfenovitch nervously. 

"You see, gentlemen, joking apart"— Mitya 
lifted his eyes and looked firmly at them both 
—"I had an inkling from the firsr that we 
should come to loggerheads at this point. But 
at first when 1 began to give my evidence, it 
was all still far away and misty; it was all float- 
ing, and I was so simple that I began with the 
supposition of mutual ccmfidcnce existing bc- 
tw'een us. Now I can see for myself that such 
confidence is out of the c]uestion, for in any 
case we were bound to come to this cursed 
stumbling-block. And now we've come to it! 
it's impossible and there's an end of it! But 
I don't blame you. You can't believe it all 
simply on my word. I understand that, of 
course." 

He relapsed into gloomy silence. 

"Couldn't you, without abandoning your 


resolution to be silent about the chief point, 
could you not, at the same time, give us some 
slight hint as to the nature of the motives 
which are strong enough to induce you to re- 
fuse to answer, at a crisis so full of danger to 
you?" 

Mitya smiled mournfully, almost dreamily. 

"I'm much more good-natured than you 
think, gc'iitlemcn. I'll tell you the reason why 
and give you that hint, though you don't dc'- 
.serve it. I won’t speak of that, gentlemen, be- 
cause it would be a stain on niy honour. The 
answer to the question where I got the money 
would expose me to far greater disgrace than 
the murder and robbing of my father, if 1 had 
murdered and robbed him. Tliat's why I can't 
tell you. J can't for fear of disgrace. What, 
gentlemen, arc you going to write that clown?" 

"Yes, we’ll write it clown," lisped Nikolay 
Parfenovitch. 

"You ought not to write that clown about 
‘disgrace.' I only told you that in the goodness 
of my heart. I needn’t have told you. I made 
you a present of it, so tcj speak, and you pounce 
upon it at once. Oh, well, write— write what 
you like," he concluded, with scornful disgust. 
"I’m not afraid of you and I can still hold up 
my head before you." 

"And can’t you tell us the nature ol that dis- 
grace?" Nikolay Parfenovitch ha/arded. 

I he prosecutor frowned darkly. 

"No, no, e'est (mi, don’t trouble yourselves. 
It’s not worth while soiling one** hands. I have 
soiled myself enough through you as it is. 
You’re not worth it— no one is . . . Enough, 
gentlemen. I'm not going on." 

This was said too peremptorily. Nikolay 
Parfenovitch did not insist lurthcr, but Irom 
Ippolit Kirillovitch’s eyes he saw that he had 
not given up hope. 

"(]an you not, at least, tell us what sum you 
had in your hands when you w’cnt into Mr. 
Perhotin’s— how many roubles exactly?" 

"I can’t tell you that." 

"You spoke to Mr. Pc?rhotin. 1 believe, of 
having received three thousand from Madame 
Hohlakov." 

"Perhaps I did. Enough, gentlemen. I won't 
say how much I had.” 

"Will you be so good then as to tell us how 
you came here and what you have done since 
you arrived?" 

"Oh! you might ask the people here about 
that. But I’ll tell you if you like." 

1 le proceeded to do so, but we won’t repeat 
his .itory. He told it dryly and curtly. Of the 
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raptures of his love he said nothin^?, but told 
them that he abandoned his determination to 
shoot himself, owing to "ncAV factors in the 
case.” He told the story without going into 
motives or details. And this time the lawyers 
did not worry him much. It was obvious that 
there was no essential point of interest to them 
here. 

"We shall verify all that. We will come back 
to it during the examination of the witnesses, 
which will, of course, take place in your pres- 
ence,” .said Nikolay Parfenovitch in conclu- 
sion. "And now allow me to reeptest you to lay 
on the table everything in your possession, es- 
pecially all the money you still have about 
you.” 

"My money, gentlemen? Certainly. 1 under- 
stand that that is necessary. Tin surprised, in- 
deed, that you haven’t inquired about it be- 
fore. It’s true J couldn’t get away anywhere. 
I’m sitting here where 1 can be seen, lint here’s 
my money— count it— take it. 'That’s all, I 
think.’’ 

He turned it all out of his pockets; even the 
small change— two pieces of twenty copecks— 
he pulled out of his waistcoat pocket. They 
counted the money, which amounted to eight 
hundred and thirty-six roubles, and forty co- 
pec ks. 

"And is that all?" asked the investigating 
lawyer. 

"Yes." 

"You stated just now m your evidence that 
you spent three hundred roubles at Plotni- 
kovs’. You gave Perhotin tea. your dri\er 
twenty, here you lost tw<j hundred, then . . 

Nikolay Parfenovitch reckoned it all up. 
Mitya helped him readily. 'I'liey rccollcxtecl 
every farthing and included it in the reckon- 
ing. Nikcday Parfenovitch hurriedly added up 
the total. "With this eignt hundred you must 
have had about fifteen hundred at first?" 

"I suppose so,’’ snapped Mitya. 

"Mow is it they all assert there was much 
more?" 

"Let them assert it.’’ 

"Rut you asserted it yourself." 

"Yes, I did, too." 

"We will c'ompare all this with the evidence 
of other persons not yet examined. Don’t be 
anxious about )our money. It will be properly 
taken care of and be at your dis[iosal at the 
conclusion of . . . what is beginning ... if it 
appears, or, so to speak, is proved that you 
have undisputed right to it. Well, and now 


Nikolay Parfenovitch suddenly got up, and 
informed Mitya firmly that it was his duty and 
obligation to conduct a minute and thorough 
search "of your clothes and everything else 

"By all means, gentlemen. I’ll turn out all 
my pockets, if you like." 

And he did, in fact, begin turning out his 
pockets. 

"It will be necessary to take off your clothes, 
too." 

"What! Undress? Ugh! Damn it! Won’t you 
search me as I am? Can’t you?" 

"It’s utterly impossible, Dmitri Fyodoro- 
vitch. You must take off yemr clothes." 

"As you like," Mitya submitted gloomily: 
“only, please, not here, but behind the cur- 
tains. VVho will search them?" 

"Behind the curtains, of course." 

Nikolay Parfenovitch bent his head in as- 
sent. His small face wore an expression of pe- 
culiar solemnity. 

Chapter 6. The Prosecutor Catches Mitya 
Something utterly unexpected and amazing 
to Mitya followed. Me could never, even a 
minute before, have conceived that anyone 
could behave like that to him, Mitya Karama- 
zov. What was worst of all, there w^as some- 
thing humiliating in it, and on their side 
something "supercilious and scornful." It was 
nothing to take off his coal, but he was asked 
to undre’ss further, or rather not asked but 
"commanded,’’ he quite understood that. From 
pride and contempt he submitted without a 
word. Several peasants accompanied the law- 
yers and remained on the same side of the cur- 
tain. “'Ft) be ready if force is required,’ ’thought 
Mitya, "and perhaps for some other reason, 
too." 

“Well, must 1 take off niy shirt, too?" he 
asked sharply, but Nikolay Parfenovitch did 
not answer. He was busily engaged with the 
prosecutor in examining the coat, the trousers, 
the waisUoat and the cap; and it was evident 
that they were both much interested in the 
scrutiny. “ They make no bones about it," 
thought Mitya, "they don’t keep up the most 
cleineniarv ptditencss.’’ 

“1 ask you for the second time— need 1 take 
off mv shiiL or not?" he said, still more sharply 
and irritably. 

"Don’t trouble yourself. We will tell you 
what to do," Nikolay Parfenovitch said, and 
his voice wa.s positively peremptory, or so it 
seemed to Mitya. c 



2^6 The Brothers Karamazov 


Meantime a consultation was going on in 
undertones between the lawyers. There turned 
out to be on the coat, especially on the left 
side at the back, a huge patch of blood, dry, 
and still stiflF. There were bloodstains on the 
trousers, too. Nikolay Par fenovitch, moreover, 
in the presence of the peasant witnesses, passed 
his fingers along the collar, the cuffs, and all 
the seams of the coat and trousers, obviously 
looking for something— money, of course. He 
didn't even hide from Mitya his suspicion that 
he was capable of sewing money up in his 
clothes. 

"He treats me not as an officer but as a 
thief,” Mitya muttered to himself. They com- 
municated their ideas to one another with 
amazing frankness. The secretary, lor instance, 
who was also behind the curtain, fussing 
about and listening, called Nikolay Parfeno- 
vitch’s attention to the cap, which they were 
also fingering. 

"You remember Grid yen ko. the copying- 
clerk," observed the secretary. "Last summer 
he received the wages of the whole office, and 
pretended to have lost the money when he 
was drunk. And where was it found? Why. in 
just such pipings in his cap. The hundred- 
rouble notes w’ere screwed up in little rolls 
and sewed in the piping." 

Both the lawyers remembered Gridyenko's 
case perfectly, and so laid aside Mitya’s cap, 
and decided that all his clothes must be more 
thoroughly examined later. 

"Excuse me," cried Nikolay Parfenovitch, 
suddenly, noticing that the right cuff of Mitya's 
shirt was turned in, and covered with blood, 
"excuse me. what’s that, blood?" 

"Yes," Mitya jerked out. 

"I'hat is, what blood? . . . and why is the 
cuff turned in?" 

Mitya told him how he had got the sleeve 
stained with blood looking after Grigory, and 
had turned it inside when he was washing his 
hands at Perhotin’s. 

"You must take off your shirt, too. That's 
very important as material evidence.” 

Mitya flushed red and flew into a rage. 

"What, am I to stay naked?" he shouted. 

"Don’t disturb yourself. We will arrange 
something. And meanwhile take off your 
socks.’' 

"You're not joking? Is that really necessary?” 
Mitya’s eyes flashed. 

"We are in no mood for joking,” answered 
Nikolay Parfenovitch sternly. 

"Well, if I must " muttered Mitya, and 


sitting down on the bed, he took off his socks. 
He felt unbearably awkward. All were clothed, 
while he was naked, and strange to say, when 
he was undressed he felt somehow guilty in 
their presence, and was almost ready to believe 
himself that he was inferior to them, and that 
now they had a perfect right to despise him. 

"When all are undressed, one is somehow 
not ashamed, but when one’s the only one un- 
dressed and everybody is looking, it’s degrad- 
ing,” he kept repeating to himself, again and 
again. "It’s like a dream; I’ve sometimes 
dreamed of being in such degrading posi- 
tions.” It was a misery to him to take off his 
socks. They were very dirty, and so were his 
underclothes, and now everyone could see it. 
And what was worse, he disliked his feet. All 
his life he had thought both his big toes hide- 
ous. He particularly loathed the coarse, flat, 
crooked nail on the right one, and now they 
would all sec it. Feeling intolerably ashamed 
made him. at once and intentionally, rougher. 
He pulled off his shirt, himself. 

"Would you like to look anywhere else if 
you’re not ashamed to?" 

"No, there’s no need to, at present." 

"Well, am I to stay naked like this?" he add- 
ed savagely. 

"Yes, that can’t be helped for the time. . . . 
Kindly sit down here for a while. You can 
wrap yourself in a quilt from the bed, and 1 
. . . I’ll see to all this.” 

All the things were shown to“the witnesses. 
The report of the search was drawn up, and 
at last Nikolay^Parfenovitch went out, and the 
clothes were carried out after him. Ippolit Ki- 
rillovitch went out, loo. Mitya was left alone 
with the peasants, w^ho stood in silence, never 
taking their eyes off him. Mitya wrapped him- 
.self up in the quilt. He felt cold. His bare feet 
stuck out, and he couldn’t pull the quilt over 
so as to cover them. Nikolay Parfenovitch 
seemed to be gone a long time, "an insuffer- 
able time." "He thinks of me as a puppy." 
thought Mitya, gnashing his teeth. "That rot- 
ten prosecutor has gone, too, contemptuous 
no doubt, it disgusts him to see me naked!" 

Mitya imagined, however, tliat his clothes 
would be examined and returned to him. But 
what w<is his indignation when Nikolay Par- 
fenovitch came back with quite different 
clothes, brought in behind him by a peasant. 

"Here are clothes for you,” he observed air- 
ily, seeming well satisfied with the success of 
his mission. "Mr. Kalganov has kindly pro- 
vided these for this unusual emergency, as 
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well as a clean shirt. Luckily he had them all 
in his trunk. You can keep your own socks and 
underclothes." 

Mitya flew into a passion. 

"I won’t have other people’s clothesi” he 
shouted menacingly, "give me my owni" 

"It’s impossible!" 

"Give me my own. Damn Kalganov and his 
clothes, too!" 

It was a long time before they could per- 
suade him. But they succeeded somehow in 
quieting him down. They impressed upon 
him that his clothes, being stained with blood, 
must be "included with the other material 
evidence,” and that they "had not even the 
right to let him have them now . . . taking in- 
to consideration the possible outcome of the 
case." Mitya at last understood this. He sub- 
sided into gloomy silence and hurriedly dressed 
himself. He merely observed, as he put them 
on, that the clothes were much better than his 
old ones, and that he disliked "gaining by the 
change.” The coat was, besides, "ridiculously 
tight. Am I to be dressed up like a fool ... for 
your amusement?" 

They urged upon him again that he was ex- 
aggerating, that Kalganov was only a little 
taller, so that only the trousers might be a 
little too long. But the coat turned out to be 
really tight in the shoulders. 

"Damn it all! I can hardly button it," Mitya 
grumbled. "Be so good as to tell Mr, Kalganov 
from me that I didn’t a^k for his clothes, and 
it's not my doing that they've dressed me up 
like a clown." 

"He understands that, and is sorry ... I 
mean, not sorry to lend you his clothes, but 
sorry about all this business,” mumbled Niko- 
lay Parfenov itch. 

"Confound his sorrow! Well, where now? 
Am I to go on sitting here?" 

He was asked to go hack to the "other 
room." Mitya went in, scowling with anger, 
and trying to avoid looking at anyone. Dressed 
in another man’s clothes he felt himself dis- 
graced, even in the eyes of the peasants, and 
of Trifon Borissovitch, whose face appeared, 
for some reason, in the doorway, and vanished 
immediately. "He’s come to look at me dressed 
up," thought Mitya. He sat down on the same 
chair as before. He had an absurd nightmarish 
feeling, as though he were out of his mind. 

"Well, what now? Are you going to flog me? 
That’s all that's left for you," he said, clench- 
ing his teeth and addressing the prosecutor. 
He would not turn to Nikolay Parfenovitch, 


as though he disdained to speak to him. 

"He looked too closely at my socks, and 
turned them inside out on purpose to show 
everyone how dirty they were— the scoundrel!" 

"Well, now we must proceed to the examina- 
tion of witnesses," observed Nikolay Parfeno- 
vitch, as though in reply to Mitya's question. 

"Yes," said the prosecutor thoughtfully, as 
though reflecting on something. 

"We've done what we could in your inter- 
est, Dmitri Fyodorovitch,” Nikolay Parfeno- 
vitch went on, "but having received from you 
such an uncompromising refusal to explain to 
us the source from which you obtained the 
money found upon you, we are, at the present 
moment " 

"What is the stone in your ring?" Mitya 
interrupted suddenly, as though awakening 
from a reverie. He pointed to one of the three 
large rings adorning Nikolay Parfenovitch’s 
right hand. 

"Ring?" repeated Nikolay Parfenovitch with 
surprise. 

"Yes, that one ... on your middle finger, 
with the little veins in it, what stone is that?" 
Mitya persisted, like a peevish child. 

"That's a smoky topaz," said Nikolay Par- 
fenovitch, smiling. "Would you like to look at 
it? I'll take it off . . .” 

"No, don't take it off," cried Mitya furious- 
ly, suddenly w'aking up, and angry with him- 
self. "Don't take it off . . . there’s no need. . . . 
Damn it! . . . Gentlemen, you’ve sullied my 
heart! Can you suppose that I would conceal 
it from you, if I had really killed my father, 
that I would shuffle, lie, and hide myself? No. 
that’s not like Dmitri Karamazov, that he 
couldn’t do. and if I were guilty, I swear I 
shouldn’t have waited for your coming, or for 
the sunrise as 1 meant at first, hut should have 
killed myself before this, without waiting for 
the dawn! I know that about myself now\ 1 
couldn’t have learnt so much in tw’enty yeais 
as I’ve found out in this accursed night! . . . 
And should I have been like this on this night, 
and at this moment, sitting with you, could I 
have talked like this, could 1 have moved like 
this, could I have looked at you and at the 
world like this, if I had really been the mur- 
derer of my father, when the very thought of 
having accidentally killed Grigory gave me no 
peace all night— not from fear— oh, not simply 
from fear of your punishment! The disgrace 
of it! And you expect me to be open w^ith such 
scoffers as you, w’ho see nothing and believe 
in notliing, blind moles arid scoffers, and 10 
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tell you another nasty thing Fve done, an- 
other disgrace, even if that would save me 
from your accusation! No, better Siberial The 
man who opened the door to my father and 
went in at that door, he killed him, he robbed 
him. Who was he? Tm racking my brains and 
can’t think who. But I can tell you it was not 
Dmitri Karamazov, and that’s all I can tell 
you, and that’s enough, enough, leave me 
alone. . . . Exile me, punish me, but don’t 
bother me any more. I’ll say no more. Call 
your witnessesl” 

Mitya uttered his sudden monologue as 
though he were detenu ined to be absolutely 
silent for the future. The prosecutor watched 
him the whede^ time and only when he had 
ceased speaking, observed, as though it were 
the most ordinary tiling, with the most frigid 
and composed air: 

“Oh, about the open door of which you 
spoke just now, we may as well inlorm you, by 
the way, now, of a very interesting piece of evi- 
dence of the greatest importance both to you 
and to us, that has been given us by Grigory, 
the old man you wounded. On his recovery, he 
clearly and emphatically stated, in reply to our 
questions, that when, on coming out to the 
steps, and hearing a noise in the garden, he 
made up his mind to go into it through the lit- 
tle gate wdiich stood open, before he noticed 
you running, as you have told us already, in 
the dark from the open window where you saw 
your father, he, Grigory, glanced to the left, 
and, while noticing the open window, observed 
at the same time, much nearer to him, the, 
door, standing wide open— that door w'hich 
you have stated to have been .shut the wliole 
time you were in the garden. 1 will not conceal 
from you that Grigory himself confidently af- 
firms and bears witness that you must have run 
from that door, though, of course, he did not 
see you do so with his own eyes, since he only 
noticed you first some distance away in the 
garden, running towards the fence.*’ 

Mitya had leapt up from his chair half-way 
through this speech. 

“Nonsense!” he yelled, in a sudden frenzy, 
“it’s a barefaced lie. He couldn’t have seen the 
door open because it was shut. He’s lying!” 

“1 consider it my duty to repeat that he is 
firm in his statement. He docs not waver. He 
adheres to it. We’ve cross-examined him sev- 
eral times.” 

“Precisely. I have cross-examined him sev- 
eral times,” Nikolay Parfenov! tch confirmed 
warmly. 


“It’s false, false! It’s either an attempt to 
slander me, or the hallucination of a madman,” 
Mitya still shouted. “He’s simply raving, from 
loss ot blood, from the wound. He must have 
fancied it w-hen he came to. . . . He’s raving.” 

“Yes, but he noticed the open door, not 
when he came to after his injuries, but before 
that, as soon as he went into the garden from 
the lodge.” 

“But it’s false, it’s false! It can’t be so! He’s 
slandering me from spite. . . . He couldn’t 
have seen it ... I didn’t come from the door,” 
gasped Mitya. 

The prosecutor turned to Nikolay Parfeno- 
vitch and said to him. impressively: 

“Confront him with it.” 

“Do you recognise this object?” 

Nikolay Parfcnovitch laid upon the table a 
large and thick official envelope, on which 
three seals still remained intact. The envelope 
was empty, and slit open at one end. Mitya 
stared at it with open eyes. 

“It ... it must be that envelope of my fa- 
ther’s, the envelope that contained the tlirec 
thousand roubles . . . and if there’s in.scribed 
on it, allow me. Tor my little chicken’ . . . yes 
—three thousand!” he shouted, “do you see, 
three thousand, do you see?” 

“Of course, we see. But we didn’t find the 
money in it. It was empty, and lying on the 
floor by the bed, behind the screen.” 

For some seconds Mitya stood as though 
thunderstruck. 

“Gentlemen, it’s Smerdyakov!” he shouted 
suddenly, at the top of his voice. “It’s he who’s 
murdered him! He’s robbed him! No one else 
knew where the old man hid the envelope. 
It's Smerdyakov, that’s clear, now!” 

“But you, too, knew of the envelope and 
that it was under the pillow.” 

“I never knew it. I’ve never seen it. This is 
the first time I’ve looked at it. I’d only heard 
of it from Smerdyakov. . . . He was the only 
one who knew where the old man kept it hid- 
den, 1 didn’t know . . .” Mitya was completely 
breathless. 

“But you told us yourself that the envelope 
was under your deceased father's pillow. \'ou 
especially stated that it was under the 2 >illow, 
so you must have known h.” 

“We’ve got it written down,” confirmed 
Nikolay Parfcnovitch. 

“Noivscrise! It’s absurd! I’d no idea it was 
under the pillow. And perhaps it wasn’t un- 
der the pillow at all. ... It was just a chance 
guess ♦hat it was under the pillow. What does 
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Smerdyakov say? Have you asked him where 
it was? What does Smerdyakov say? I'hat's the 
chief point. . . . And I went out of my way to 
tell lies against myself. ... 1 told you without 
thinking that it was under the pillow, and 

now you Oh, you know how one says the 

wrong thing, without meaning it. No one 
knew but Smerdyakov, only Smerdyakov, and 
no one else. . . . He didn't even tell me where 
it wasl But it's his doing, his doing; there’s no 
doubt about it, he murdered him, that's as 
clear as daylight now," Mitya exclaimed more 
and more frantically, repeating himself inco- 
herently, and growing more and more exasper- 
ated and excited. "You must understand that, 
and arrest him at once. ... He must have 
killed him while I was running away and 
while Grigory was unconscious, that’s clear 

now He gave the signal and father opened 

to him . . . for no one but he knew the signal, 
and without the signal lather would never 
have opened the door. . . ." 

"But you’re again forgetting the circum- 
stance," the prosecutor observed, still speak- 
ing with the same restraint, though with a 
note of triumph, that there was no need to 
give the signal if the door already st<jod open 
when you were there, while you were in the 
garden . . 

‘‘"riie door, the door," muttered Mitya, and 
he stared speechless at the prosecutor. He sank 
back hel|)less in his chair. All were silent. 

"Yes, the doorl ... It’s a nightmare! God is 
against me!" he exclaimed, staring before him 
in complete stupclaction. 

"Come, you see." the prosecutor went on 
with dignity, "and you can judge for yourself, 
Dmitri Fyodoroviich. On the one hand, we 
have the evidence of the oyien door Jrom 
which you ran out, a fact which ovcrwhc’lms 
you and us. On the other side, your incompre- 
hensible. persistent, and, so to speak, obdurate 
silence with regard to the source from which 
you obtained the money which was so sudden- 
ly seen in your hands, when only three hours 
earlier, on your own showing, you pledged 
your pistols for the sake of ten roubles! In view 
of all these facts, judge for yourself. What are 
wx* to believe, ancl what can wc depend upon? 
And don't accuse us of being ‘frigid, cynical, 
scolhng people,' who arc incapable of believ- 
ing in the generous impulses of your heart. 
. . . Try to enter into our position . . ." 

Mitya was indescribably agitated. He turned 
pale. 

"Very well!" he exclaimed suddenly, "1 will 


tell you my secret. I’ll tell you where I got 
the money! . . . I’ll reveal my shame, that I 
may not have to blame myself or you here- 
after." 

"And believe me, Dmitri Fyodorovitch," 
put in Nikolay Parfenovitch, in a voice of al- 
most pathetic delight, "that every sincere and 
complete confession on your part at this mo- 
ment may, later on, have animmenscinlluence 
in your favour, and may, indeed, moreover 


But the prosecutor gave him a slight shove 
under the table, and he checked himself in 
time. Mitya, it is true, had not heard him. 

Chapter 7. Mitya’s Great Secret. 
Received with Hisses 
"Gentlemkn,” he began, still in the same agi- 
tation, "I want to make a full confession: that 
money was my own.** 

The lawyer’s faces lengthened. Thatw^as not 
at all what they expected. 

"How do you mean?" faltered Nikolay Par- 
fenovitch, "w'hen at five o’clock on the same 
day, from your owm confession " 

‘ J3amn five o’clock on the same day and my 
own confession! That’s nothing to do w’ith it 
now! I’hat money was my own, my own, that 
is, stolen by me . . . not mine, I mean, but 
stolen by me, and it was fifteen hundred rou- 
bles, and I had it on me all the time, all the 
time . . 

"But where did you get it?" 

"I took it off my neck, gentlemen, off this 
very ncxk ... it was here, round my neck, sewn 
up in a rag, and I’d had it round my neck a 
long time, it’s a month since I put it round 
my neck ... to my .shame and disgrace!" 

"And from whom did you . . . appropriate 
it?" 

"You mean, ‘steal it’? Speak out plainly 
now. Yes. 1 consider that I practically stole it, 
but, if you prefer, I 'appropriated it.’ I con- 
sider 1 stole it. And last night I stole it finally." 

"Last night? But you said that it’s a month 
since )ou . . . obtained it? . . ." 

"Yes. But not from my father. Not from my 
father, don’t be uneasy. I didn’t steal it from 
my father, but Irom her. Let me tell you with- 
out interrupting. It’s hard to cic), you know. 
You see. a inoiitli ago. I was sent for by Kate- 
rina Ivanovna, formerly my betrothed. Do 
you know her?" 

"Yes. of ccmrsc." 

"I kfiow you know her. She’s a noble crea- 
ture, noblest of the noble. But she has hated 
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me ever so long, oh, ever so long . . . and hated 
me with good reason, good reason!" 

"Katerina Ivanovna! "Nikolay Parfenovitch 
exclaimed with wonder. The prosecutor, too, 
stared. 

"Oh, don't take her name in vain! I'm a 
scoundrel to bring her into it. Yes, I've seen 
that she hated me ... a long while. . . . From 
the very first, even that evening at my lodging 
. . . but enough, enough. You're unworthy 
even to know of that. No need of that at all. 
... I need only tell you that she sent for me a 
month ago, gave me three thousand roubles 
to send off to her sister and another relation in 
Moscow (as though she couldn't have sent it 
off herself!) and 1 ... it was just at that fatal 
moment in my life when I . . . well, in fact, 
when I'd just come to love another, her, she's 
sitting down below now, C^rushenka. I carried 
her off here to Mokroc then, and wasted here 
in two days half that damned three thousand, 
but the other half I kept on me. Well, I’ve kept 
that other half, that fifteen hundred, like a 
locket round my neck, but yesterday I undid 
it, and spent it. What's left of it. eight hundred 
roubles, is in your hands now, Nikolay Par- 
fenovitch. That's the change out of the fifteen 
hundred 1 had yesterday." 

"Excuse me. How's that? Why, when you 
were here a month ago you spent three thou- 
sand, not fifteen hundred, everybody knows 
that.” 

"Who knows it? Who counted the money? 
Did I let anyone count it?” 

"Why, you told everyone yourself that you'd 
spent exactly three thousand." 

"It's true, I did. I told the xvhole town so, 
and the whole town said so. And here, at Mok- 
roe, too, everyone reckoned it was three thou- 
sand. Yet I didn't spend three thousand, but 
fifteen hundred. And the other fifteen hun- 
dred I sewed into a little bag. Thai's how it 
was, gentlemen. That’s where 1 got that money 
yesterday. . . ." 

"I'his is almost miraculous,” murmured 
Nikolay Parfenovitch. 

"Allow me to inquire," observed the prose- 
cutor at last, "have you informed anyone what- 
ever of this circumstance beh)re; I mean that 
you had fifteen hundred left about you a 
month ago?” 

"1 told no one.” 

"That’s strange. Do you mean absolutely no 
one?” 

"Absolutely no one. No one and nobody.” 

"What was your reason for this reticence? 


What was your motive for making such a secret 
of it? To be more precise: You have told us at 
last your secret, in your words, so 'disgraceful,' 
though in reality-^that is, of course, compara- 
tively speaking— this action, that is, the appro- 
priation of three thousand roubles belonging 
to someone else, and, of course, only for a time 
is, in my view at least, only an act of the great- 
est recklessness and not so disgraceful, when 
one takes into consideration your character. 
. . . Even admitting that it was an action in 
the highest degree discreditable, still, discredit- 
able is not 'disgraceful.' . . . Many people have 
already guessed, during this last month, about 
the three thousand of Katerina Ivanovna’s 
that you have spent, and I heard the legend 
myself, apart from your confession. . . . Mihail 
Makarovitch, for instance, had heard it, too, 
so that indeed, it was scarcely a legend, but 
the gossip of the whole town. There are indica- 
tions, too, if 1 am not mistaken, that you con- 
fessed this yourself to someone, 1 mean that 
the money was Katerina Ivanovna’s, and so, 
it's extremely surprising to me that hitherto, 
that is, up to the present moment, you have 
made such an extraordinary secret of the fif- 
teen hundred you say you put by, apparently 
connecting a feeling of positive horror with 
that secret. . . . It's not easy to believe that it 
(ould cost you such distress to confess such a 

secret You cried out, just now, that Siberia 

w'ould he better than confessing it . . .” 

The prosecutorccascd speaking. He w'as pro- 
voked, He did not conceal his vexation, which 
was almost anger, and gave vent to all his ac- 
cumulated spleen, disconnectedly and inco- 
herently, without choosing words. 

"It’s not the fifteen hundred that’s the dis- 
grace, but that 1 put it apart from the rest of 
the three thousand," said Mitya firmly. 

"Why?" smiled the prosecutor irritably. 
"What is there disgraceful, to your thinking, 
in your having set aside half of the three thou- 
.sand you had discreditably, if you prefer, 'dis- 
gracefully,' appropriated? Your taking the 
three thousand is more important than what 
you did with it. And by the way, why did you 
do that— why did you set apart that half, for 
what purpose, for what object did you do it? 
Can you explain that to us?" r 

"Oh, gentlemen, the purpose is the whole 
point!" cried Mitya. "1 put it aside because I 
was vile, that is, because 1 was calculating, and 
to be calculating in such a ca.se is vile . . . and 
that vileness has been going on a whole 
month.” 
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“It’s incomprehensible.” 

”1 wonder at you. But I'll make it clearer. 
Perhaps it really is incomprehensible. You see, 
attend to what 1 say. 1 appropriate three thou- 
sand entrusted to my honour; 1 spend it on a 
spree, say I spend it all, and next morning 1 go 
to her and say, ‘Katya, I’ve done wrong, Tve 
squandered your three thousand’; well, is that 
right? No, it's not right— it's dishonest and 
cowardly; I'm a beast, with no more self-con- 
trol than a beast, that’s so, isn't it? But still 
I’m not a thief? Not a downright thief, you'll 
admit! I squandered it, but I didn't steal it. 
Now a second, rather more favourable alter- 
native: follow me carefully, or I may get con- 
fused again— iny head’s going round— and so, 
for the second alternative: I spend here only 
fifteen hundred out of the three thousand, that 
is, only half. Next day 1 go and take that half 
to her: ‘Katya, take this fifteen hundred from 
me. I’m a low beast, and an untrustworthy 
scoundrel, for I’ve wasted half the money, and 
I shall waste this, too. so keep me from tempta- 
tion!’ Well, what of that alternative? 1 should 
be a beast and a scoundrel, and whatever you 
like; but not a thief, not altogether a thief, or 
I should not have brought back what was left, 
but have kept that, too. She would sec at once 
that since I brought back half, I should pay 
back what I’d spent, that I should never give 
up trying to. that I should work to get it and 
pay it back. So in that case I should be a scoun- 
drel, but not a thief, you may say what you 
like, not a thief!” 

‘‘I admit that there is a certain distinction,” 
said the prosecutor, with a cold smile. “But 
it’s strange that you see such a vital difference.” 

“Yes, 1 sec a vital difference! Every man may 
be a scoundrel, and perhaps every man is a 
scoundrel, but not everyone can be a thief; it 
takes an arch-scoundrel to be that. Oh, of 
course, 1 don’t know how to make these fine 
distinctions . . . but a thief is lower than a 
scoundrel, that's my conviction. Listen, I carry 
the money about me a whole month; I may 
make up my mind to give it back to-morrow, 
and I’m a scoundrel no longer; but I cannot 
make up my mind, you sec. though I’m making 
up my mind every day, and every day s})urnng 
myself on to do it, and yet for a whole month 
I can’t bring myself to it. you .see. Is that right 
to your thinking, is that right?” 

“Certainly, that’s not right; that I can quite 
understand, and that I don’t dispute,” an- 
swered the prosecutor with reserve. “And let 
us give up all discussion of these subtleties and 


distinctions, and, if you will be so kind, get 
back to the point. And the point is, that you 
have still not told us, although we've asked 
you, why, in the first place, you halved the 
money, squandering one half and hiding the 
other? For what purpose exactly did you hide 
it, what did you mean to do with that fifteen 
hundred? I insist upon that question, Dmitri 
Fyodorovitch.” 

“Yes, of course!” cried Mitya, striking him- 
self on the forehead; “forgive me, I'm worry- 
ing you, and am not explaining the chief 
point, or you'd understand in a minute, for it’s 
just the motive of it that's the disgrace! You 
sec, it was all to do with the old man. my dead 
father. He was always pester ing Agrafena. A lex- 
androvna, and 1 was jealous; I thought then 
that she was hesitating between me and him. 
So I kept thinking everyday, suppose she were 
to make up her mind all of a sudden, suppose 
she were to leave off tormenting me, and were 
suddenly to say to me, ‘I love you, not him: 
take me to the other end of the world.' And 
I'd only forty copecks; how could 1 take her 
away, what could I do? Why, I'd be lost. You 
see. I didn't know her then, I didn’t under- 
stand her. I thought she wanted money, and 
that she wouldn’t forgive my poverty. And so 
I fiendishly counted out the half of that three 
thousand, sew^ed it up, calculating on it, sewed 
it up before I was drunk, and after I had sewn 
it up, I went off to get drunk on the rest. Yes, 
that was base. Do y)u understand now?” 

Both the lawyers laughed aloud. 

“I should have called it sensible and moral 
on your part not to have squandered it all,” 
chuckled Nikolay Parfcnovitch, “for after all 
wdiat docs it amount to?” 

"Why, that I stole it, that’s what it amounts 
to! Oh, God, you horrify me by not understand- 
ing! Every day that I had that fifteen hundred 
sewn up round rny neck, every day and every 
hour I said to myself, ‘You’re a thief! you're a 
thief!’ Yes, that's why I’ve been .so savage all 
this month, that’s why I fought in the tavern, 
that’s why I attacked my father, it was because 
I felt 1 was a thief. I couldn’t make up my 
mind; 1 didn’t dare even to tell Alyosha, my 
brother, about that fifteen hundred: I felt I 
was such a scoundrel and such a pickpocket. 
But, do you know, while I carried it I said to 
myself at the same time every hour: ‘No, 
Dmitri Fyodorovitch, you may yet not be a 
thief.’ Why? Because 1 might go next day and 
pay back that fifteen hundred^jto Katya. And 
only yesterday 1 made up my tniiid to tear my 
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amulet ofF my neck, on my way from Fenya's 
to Perhotin. I hadn't been able till that mo- 
ment to bring myself to it. And it was only 
w'hcn 1 tore it off that I became a downright 
thief, a thief and a dishonest man for the rest 
of my life. Why? Because, with that I destroyed, 
too, my dream of going to Katya and saying, 
'I'm a scoundrel, but not a thief!’ Do you un- 
derstand now? Do you understand?” 

“What was it made you decide to do it yes- 
terday?” Nikolay Parfcnovitch interrupted. 

“Why? It’s absurd to ask. Because 1 had con- 
demned myself to die at five o'clock this morn- 
ing, here, at dawn. I thought it made no dif- 
ference whether I died a thief or a man of hon- 
our. But I sec it’s not so. it turns out that it 
does make a difference. Believe me. gentlc'- 
men, what has tortured me most during this 
night has not been the thought that I’d killed 
the old servant, and that I was in danger of 
Siberia just when my love was being rewarded, 
and Heaven was open to me again. Oh. that 
did torture me, but not in the same way: not 
so much as the damned consciousness that I 
had torn that damned money off my breast at 
last and spent it, and had become a downright 
thief! Oh, gentlemen, I tell you again, with a 
bleeding heart, I have learnt a great deal this 
night. I have learnt that it's not only impos- 
sible to live a scoundrel, but impossible to die 
a scoundrel. . . . No, gentlemen, one must die 
honest . . .” 

Mitya was pale. His face had a haggard and 
exhausted look, in spite of his being intensely 
excited. 

“I am beginning to understand you, Dmitri 
Fyodorovitch,” the prosecutor said slowly, in a 
soft and almost compassionate tone. “But all 
this, if you’ll excuse my saying so. is a matter 
c^f nerves, in my opinion . . . your overwrought 
nerves, that’s what it is. And why, for instance, 
should you not have saved yourself such misery 
for almost a month, by going and returning 
that fifteen hundred to the lady who had en- 
trusted it to you? And why could you not have 
explained things to her, and in view of your 
position, which you describe as being so awful, 
why could you not have had recourse to the 
plan which would so naturally have occ urred 
to one's mind, that is, after honourably confess- 
ing your errors to her. why could you not have 
asked her to lend you the sum needed for your 
expenses, which, with her generous heart, she 
would certainly not have refused you in your 
distress, especially if it had been with some 
guarantee, or even on the security you offered 


to the merchant Samsonov, and to Madame 
Hohlakov? I suppose you still regard that secu- 
rity as of value?” 

Mitya suddenly crimsoned. 

“Surely you don’t think me such an out and 
out scoundrel as that? You can’t be speaking 
in earnest?” he said, with indignation, look- 
ing the prosecutor straight in the face, and 
seeming unable to believe his ears. 

“I assure you I’m in earnest. . . . Why do you 
imagine I’m not serious?” It was the prosecu- 
tor’s turn to be surprised. 

“Oh, how base that would have been! Gen- 
tlemen, do you know, you are torturing me! 
Let me tell you everything, so be it. I’ll cr)nfess 
all my infernal wickedness, but to put you to 
shame, and you’ll be surprised yourselves at 
the depth of ignominy to which a medley of 
human passions can sink. You must know that 
I already had that plan myself, that plan you 
spoke of, just now, prosec 11 tor! Yes.geritlemen, 
I, too, have had that thought in my mind all 
this c urrent month, so that I was on the point 
of cleciclingto go to Katy.a— 1 was mt;an enough 
for that. But to go to her. to tell her of my 
treachery, and for that very treachery, to carry 
it out. for the expenses of that treachery, to 
beg for money from her, Katya (to beg, do 
you hear, to beg), and g<^ straight from her to 
run away with the other, the rival, who hated 
and insulted her— to think of it! You must be 
mad. prosecutor!” 

“Mad I am not. but I did sfJlbak in haste, 
without thinking ... of that feminine jealousy 
. . if there could be jealousy in this case, as 
you assert . . . yes, perhaps there is something 
of the kind,” said the prosecutor, smiling. 

“But that would have been so infamous!” 
Mitya brought his fist down on the table 
fiercely. “That would have been filthy beyond 
everything! Yes, do you know that she might 
have given me that money, yes, and she would 
have given it, loo: she’ll have been certain 
to give it, to be revenged on me, she’d have 
given it to satisfy her vengeance, to show her 
contempt for me, for hers is an infernal na- 
ture, too, and she's a w'oman of great wTath. 
I'd have taken the money, too, oh, I should 
have taken it: I should have taken it. and then, 
for the rest of my life . . . cdi, God! Forgive me, 
gentlemen. I’m making such an outcry because 
I’ve had that thought in my mind so lately, 
only the day before yesterday, that night when 
I W'as having all that bother w'ith Lyagavy, and 
afterw^ards yesterday, all day yesterday, I re- 
member, till that happened . . .” 
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“Till what happened?” put in Nikolay Par- 
fcnovitdi inquisitively. but Mityadid not hear 
it. 

“I have made you an awful confession,” 
Mitya said gloomily in tontlusion. “You must 
appreciate it, and what’s more, you must re- 
spect it, for if not, if that leaves your souls un- 
touched, then you've simply no respect forme, 
gentlemen, I tell you that, and 1 shall die of 
shame at having confessed it to men like you! 
Oh, I shall shoot myself! Yes, I see, I see already 
that you don't believe me. What, you want to 
write that down, too?” he cried in dismay. 

“Yes, what you said just now,” said Nikolay 
Parfenovitch, looking at him in surprise, “that 
is, that up to the last hour you were still con- 
templating going to Katerina Ivanovna to beg 
that sum from her. ... 1 assure you, that's a 
very important piece of evidence for us, Dmi- 
tri Kyodorovitch, I mean for the whole case 
. . . and particularly for you, particularly im- 
portant lor you.” 

“Have mercy, gentlemen!” Mit)a Hung up 
his hands. “Don't write that, anyway; have 
some shame. Here ^'ve torn my heart asunder 
before you, and you seize the opportunity and 
are fingering the wounds in both halves. . . . 
Oil, my God!” 

In despair he hid his face in his hands. 

“Don't worry yotirsclf so, Dmitri Pyodoro- 
vitch,” observed the prosecutor, “everything 
that is written down will be read over to you 
afterwards, and w hat yo 1 don’t agrc’c to we'll 
altcT as you like. Rut now I’ll ask you one little 
question for the scfconcl time, ffas no one. ab- 
solutely no one, heard Ironi you of that money 
you sewed up? 'riial, 1 must tell you, is almost 
impossible to believe.” 

“No one, no one, 1 told you so before, or 
you’ve not understood anything! Let me 
alone!” 

“Very well, this matter is bound to be ex- 
plainecl, and ihcTc’s plenty of time for it. but 
meantime, consider: w’e have perhaps a dozen 
witnesses that you yourself spread it abroad, 
and even shouted almost everywhere about 
the three thousand you’d spent here; three 
thousand, not fifteen hundred. And now, too, 
wlien you got liold of the money )ou had yes- 
terday, you gave many people to understand 
that you had brought three thousand with 
you.” 

“You've got not dozens, but hundreds of 
witnesses, two hundred witnesses, two hundred 
have heard it, thousands have heard it!” cried 
Mitya. 


“Well, you see, all bear witness to it. And 
the w’ord all means scjincthing.” 

“It means nothing. 1 talked rot, and every- 
one began repeating it.” 

“But what need had you to 'talk rot,' as you 
call it?” 

“The devil know's. Prom bravado perhaps 
... at having wasted so much money. . . '‘I'c) 
try and forget that money I had sewn up, per- 
haps . . . yes, that was w'hy . . . damn it . . . 
how’ often will you ask me that quesiion? Well, 
I told a fib, and that was the enci of it; once I’d 
said it. I didn’t care to ccjrrect it. What does a 
man tell lies for sometimes?” 

“That's very difficult to decide, Dmitri Fyo- 
dorovitch. what makes a man tell lies,” ob- 
served the prosecutor impressively. “Tell me, 
though, was that 'amulet,' as you call it, on 
your neck, a big thing?” 

“No, not big.” 

"flow' big, for instance?” 

“If you fold a hundred-rouble note in half, 
that would be the si/e.” 

“V' oil’d better show us the remains of it. 
You must have them somewhere.” 

“Damnation, what nonsense! I don’t know 
where they are.” 

“Hut excuse me: w'here and when did you 
take it off your nc^ck? According to )our own 
evidence you didn’t go home.” 

“When I w’as going from Fenya's to Perho- 
tin’s. on the way 1 tore it off my neck and took 
out the money.” 

“In the dark?” 

“What should I want a light for? I did it 
with my fingers in one minute.” 

“Without scissors, in the street?” 

“In the market-place I think it was. Why 
scissors? It W'as an old rag. It was torn in a 
minute.” 

“Where did you put it afterw^ards?” 

“1 dropped it there.” 

“Where w'as it. exact ly?” 

“In the market-place, in the market-place! 
The devil knows whereabouts. What do you 
w^ant to know for?” 

"That's extremely important, Dmitri Fyo- 
dorovitch. It would be material evidence in 
your favour, flow is it vou don’t understand 
that? Who helped you to sew it up a month 
ago?” 

“No one helped me. I did it myself.” 

“Can you sew?” 

“A soldier lias to know how^ to sew. No 
knowledge was needed to do that.” 

“AYhere did you get the material, that is. 
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the rag in which you sewed the money?*' 

“Are you laughing at me?*' 

“Not at all. And we are in no mood for 
laughing. Dmitri Fyodorovitch.'* 

“I don't know where I got the rag from— 
somewhere, I suppose.** 

“I should have thought you couldn’t have 
forgotten it?** 

“Upon my word. I don't remember. I might 
have torn a bit off my linen.** 

“That's very interesting. We might find in 
your lodgings to-morrow the shirt or whatever 
it is from which you tore the rag. What sort of 
rag was it, cloth or linen?** 

“Goodness only knows what it was. Wait a 
bit. ... I believe I didn’t tear it off anything. 
It was a bit of calico. ... I believe I sewed it 
up in a cap of my landlady's.** 

“In your landlady's cap?** 

“Yes. I took it from her.** 

“How did you get it?** 

“You see. I remember once taking a cap for 
a rag, perhaps to wipe my pen on. I took it 
without asking, because it w^as a worthless rag. 

I tore it up, and I took the notes and sewed 
them up in it. I believe it was in that very rag 
I sewed them. An old piece of calico, washed 
a thousand times.’* 

“And you remember that for certain now?" 
“I don’t know whether for certain. I think 
it was in the cap. But, hang it, what docs it 
matter?** 

“In that case your landlady will remember 
that the thing was lost?** 

“No, she won’t, she didn't miss it. It was an ' 
old rag, I tell you, an old rag not worth a 
farthing.** 

“And where did you get the needle and 
thread?’* 

“I’ll stop now. I won't say any more. Enough 
of it!’’ said Mitya, losing his temper at last. 

“It’s strange that you should have so com- 
pletely forgotten where you threw the pieces 
in the market-place.’* 

“Give orders for the market-place to be 
swept to-morrow, and perhaps you’ll find it,” 
said Mitya sneering. “Enough, gentlemen, 
enough I” he decided, in an exhausted voice. 
“I sec you don't believe mel Not for a mo- 
ment! It’s my fault, not yours. I ought not to 
have been so ready. Why, why did I degrade 
myself by confessing my secret to you? It’s a 
joke to you. I see that from your eyes. You led 
me on to it, prosecutor! Sing a hymn of tri- 
umph if you can. . . . Damn you, you torturers!” 
He bent his head, and hid his face in his 


hands. The lawyers were silent. A minute later 
he raised his head and looked at them almost 
vacantly. His face now expressed complete, 
hopeless despair, and he sat mute and passive 
as though hardly conscious of what was hap- 
pening. In the meantime they had to finish 
what they were about. They had immediately 
to begin examining the witnesses. It was by 
now eight o'clock in the morning. The lights 
had been extinguished long ago. Mihail Ma- 
karovitch and Kalganov, who had been con- 
tinually in and out of the room all the while 
the interrogation had been going on, had now 
both gone out again. The lawyers, too, looked 
very tired. It was a wretched morning, the 
whole sky was overcast, and the rain streamed 
down in bucketfuls. Mitya gazed blankly out 
of window. 

“May I look out ofwindow?” he asked Niko- 
lay Parfenovitch, suddenly. 

“Oh, as much as you like,” the latter replied. 

Mitya got up and went to the window. . . . 
The rain lashed against its little greenish 
panes. He could see the muddy road just be- 
low the house, and farther away, in the rain 
and mist, a row of poor, black, dismal huts, 
looking even blacker and poorer in the rain. 
Mitya thought of "Pherbusthe golden-haired.” 
and how he had meant to shoot himself at 
his first ray. “I*erhai>s it would be even better 
on a morning like this,’’ he thought with a smile, 
and suddenly, (tinging his hand downwards, 
he turned to his “torturers.” 

“Gentlemen,” he cried, “I see that I am lost! 
But she? Tell me about her, I beseech you. 
Surely she need not be ruined with me? She’s 
innocent, you know, she was out of her mind 
when she cried last night *It*s all my fault!’ 
She’s done nothing, nothing! I’ve been griev- 
ing over her all night as 1 sat with you. . . . 
Can’t you, won’t you tell me what you arc 
going to do with her now?” 

“You can set your mind cpiite at rest on that 
score, Dmitri Fyodorov itch,” the prosecutor 
answered at once, with evident alacrity. “We 
have, so far, no grounds for interfering with 
the lady in whom you are so interested. 1 trust 
that it may be the same in the later develop- 
ment of the case. . . . On the contrary, we’ll 
do everything that lies in our power in that 
matter. Set your mind completely at rest.” 

“Gentlemen, 1 thank you. I kn^ that you 
were honest, straightforward people in spite 
of everything. You’ve taken a load off my 
heart. . . . Well, what are we to do now? l*m 
ready.'* 
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“Well, we ought to make haste. We must 
pass to examining the witnesses without delay. 
7'hat must be done in your presence and there- 
fore 

“Shouldn't we have some tea first?" inter- 
posed Nikolay Parfenovitch, “I think we've 
deserved it!" 

They decided that if tea were ready down- 
stairs (Mihail Makarovitch had, no doubt, gone 
down to get some) they would have a glass and 
then “go on and on,” putting off their proper 
breakfast until a more favourable opportunity. 
Tea really was ready below, and was soon 
brought up. Mitya at first refused the glass that 
Nikolay Parfenovitch politely offered him, 
but afterwards he asked for it himself and 
drank it greedily. He looked surprisingly ex- 
hausted. It might have been supposed from his 
Herculean strength that one night of carous- 
ing, even accompanied by the most violent 
emotions, could have had little effect on him. 
But he felt that he could hardly hold his head 
up, and from time to time all the objec ts about 
him seemed heaving and danc ing before his 
eyes. “A little more and I shall begin raving,” 
he said to himseii. 

Chapter 8. The Evidences of the 
Witnesses. Fhe Habe 

The examination of the w'itnesses began. But 
we will not continue our story in such detail 
as before. And so we will not dwell on how 
Nikolay Parfenovitch impressed on every wit- 
ness called that he must give his evidence in 
accordance with truth and conscience, and that 
he would altcrwards have to repeat his evi- 
dence on oath, how every witness was called 
upon to sign the protocol of his evidence, and 
so on. We will only note that the point prin- 
cipally insisted upon in the examination was 
the question of the three thousand roubles; 
that is, was the sum spent here, at Mokroe, by 
Mitya on the first occasion, a month before, 
three thousand or fifteen hundred? .\nd again 
had he spent three thousand or fifteen hun- 
dred yesterday? Alas, all the evidence given by 
everyone turned out to be against Mitya. I’here 
was not one in his favour, and some witnesses 
introduced new, almost crushing facts, in con- 
tradiction of his, Mitya’s, story. 

The first witness examined was Trifon Bor- 
issovitch. He was not in the least abashed as 
he stood before the lawyers. He had, on the 
contrary, an air of stern and severe indigna- 
tion with the accused; which gave him an 
appearance of truthfulness and personal dig- 


nity. He spoke little, and with reserve, waited 
to be questioned, answered precisely and de- 
liberately. Firmly and unhesitatingly he bore 
witness that the sum spent a month before 
could not have been less than three thousand, 
that all the peasants about here would testify 
that they had heard the sum of three thousand 
mentioned by Dmitri Fyodorovitch himself. 
“What a lot of money he flung away on the 
gypsy girls alone! He w'asted a thousand, I 
daresay, on them alone.” 

“I don’t believe 1 gave them five hundred,” 
was Mitya’s gloomy comment on this. “It's a 
pity I didn’t count the money at the time, but 
I was drunk . . 

Mitya was sitting sideways wdth his back to 
the curtains. He listened gloomily, with a mel- 
ancholy and exhausted air, as though he w^ould 
say: 

“Oh, say what you like. It makes no differ- 
ence now.” 

“More than a thousand went on them, 
Dmitri Fyodorovitch,” retorted Trifon Boris- 
sovitch firmly. “You flung it about at random 
and they picked it up. 'Fhey were a rascally, 
thievish lot, horse-stealers, they’ve been driven 
away from here, or maybe they’d bear witness 
themselves how nuuh they got from you. I saw 
the sum in your hands, myself—count it I 
didn’t, you didn't let me, that’s true enough 
—but by the look of it I should say it was far 
more than fifteen hundred . . . fifteen hundred, 
indeed! We’ve seen money too. We can judge 
of amounts . . 

.As for the sum spent yesterday he asserted 
that Dmitri Fyodorovitch had told him. as 
soon as he arrived, that he had brought three 
thousand with him. 

“Come now, is that so, Trifon Borisso- 
vitch?” replied Mitya. “Surely I didn’t declare 
so positively that I'd brought three thou- 
sand?” 

“You did say so, Dmitri Fyodorovitch. You 
sai<l it before Audrey. Andrey himself is still 
here. Send for him. And in the hall, when you 
were treating the chorus, you shouted straight 
out that you would leave your sixth thousand 
here— that is, with what you spent before, we 
must understand. Stepan and Semyon heard 
it, and P^otrFomitch Kalganov.too, was stand- 
ing besicle you at the time. Maybe he’d remem- 
ber it . . .” 

'Fhe evidence as to the “sixth” thousand 
made an extraordinary im[)res.don on the two 
lawyers. They were delightedp with this new 
mode of reckoning; tliree anct three made six. 
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three thousand then and three now made six, 
that was clear. 

They questioned all the peasants suggested 
by Trifon Borissovitch, Stepan and Semyon, 
the driver Andrey, and Kalganov. The peas- 
ants and the driver unhesitatingly confirmed 
Trifon Borissovitch ’s evidence. They noted 
down, with particular rare, Audrey’s account 
of the conversation he had had with Mitya on 
the road: “ ‘Where,* says he, ‘am I, Dmitri 
Fyodorovitch, going, to heaven or to hell, and 
shall I be forgiven in the next world or not?* ** 

The psychological Ippolit Kirillovitch heard 
this with a subtle smile, and ended by recom- 
mending tfiat these remarks as towJiere Dmitri 
Fyodorovitch would go should be “included in 
the case.** 

Kalganov, when called, came in reluctantly, 
frowning and ill-humoured, and he spoke to 
the lawyers as though he had never met them 
before in his life, though they were acquaint- 
ances whom he had been meeting every day 
for a long time past. He began by saying that 
“he knew nothing about it and didn't want 
to.” But it appeared that he had heard of the 
“sixth** thousand, and he admitted that he had 
been standing close by at the moment. As far 
as he could see he “didn’t know’’ how much 
money Mitya had in his hands. He affirmed 
that the Poles had cheated at cards. In reply 
to reiterated questions he stated that, after the 
Poles had been turned out, Mitya’s position 
with Agrafena Alexandrovna had certainly 
improved, and that she had said that she loved 
him. He spoke of Agrafena Alexandrovna with- 
reserve and respect, as though she had been a 
lady of the best society, and did hot once allow 
himself to call her Grusheiika. In spite of the 
young man’s obvious repugnance at giving 
evidence, Ippolit Kirillovitch examined him 
at great length, and only from him learnt all 
the detailsof what made up Mitya’s “romance,** 
so to say, on that night. Mitya did not once 
pull Kalganov up. At last they let the young 
man go, and he left the room with unconcealed 
indignation. 

7'hc Poles, too, were examined. Though 
they had gone to bed in their room, they had 
not slept all night, and on the arrival of the 
police officers they hastily dressed and got 
ready, realising that they would certainly be 
sent for. They gave their evidence with dig- 
nity, though notw’ithout some uneasiness. The 
little Pole turned out to be a retired oflicial of 
the twelfth class, who had served in Siberia as 
a veterinary surgeon. His name was Mussyalo- 


vitch. Pan Vrubelvsky turned out to be an un- 
certificated dentist. Although Nikolay Parfeno- 
vitch asked them questions on entering the 
room they both addressed their answers to Mi- 
hail Makarovitch, who was standing on one 
side, taking him in their ignorance for the most 
important person and in command, and ad- 
dressed him at every word as “Pan Colonel.** 
Only after several reproofs from Mihail Ma- 
karovitch himself, they grasped that they had 
to address their answers to Nikolay Parfeiio- 
vitch only. It turned out that they could speak 
Russian cjuite correctly except for their accent 
in some words. Of his relations with Grushen- 
ka, past and present, Pan Mussyalovitch spoke 
proudly and warmly, so that Mitya was roused 
at once and declared that he would not allow 
the “scoundrel’’ to s])eak like that in his pres- 
ence! Pan Mussyalovitch at once called atten- 
tion to the word “scoundrel,’* and begged that 
it should be put down in the protocol. Mitya 
fumed with rage. 

“He's a scoundrel! A scoundrel! You can put 
that down. And put down, too, that, in spite 
of the }>rotocol I still declare that he’s a scoun- 
drel!’’ he cried. 

Though Nikolay Parfenovitch did insert this 
in the protocol, he showed the most praise- 
worihy tact and management. After sternly 
reprimanding Mitya, he cut short all further 
incjuiry into the romantic aspect of the case, 
and hastened to pass to what was essential. 
One piece of evidence given by the Poles 
roused special interest in the lawyers: that was 
how, in that very room, Mitya had tried to buy 
off Pan Mussyalovitch, and had offcTcd him 
three thousand roubles to rc:sign his claims, 
seven hundred roubles down, and the remain- 
ing two thousand three hundred “to be paid 
next clay in the town.’’ He had sworn at the 
time that he had not the whole .sum with him 
at Mokroe.but that his money W'as in the town. 
Mitya observed hotly that he had not said that 
he would be sure to pay him the remainder 
next day in the town. But Pan Vrublevsky 
confirmed the statement, and Mitya, after 
thinking for a moment admitted, frowning, 
that it must have been as the Poles stated, that 
he had been excited at the time, and might in- 
deed have said so. 

The prosecutor positively pounced on this 
piece of evidence. It seemed to establish lor 
the prosecution (and tliey did, in fact, base 
this deduction on it) that half, or a part of, the 
three thousand that had come into Mitya’s 
hands might really have been left somewhere 
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hidden in the town, or even, perhaps, some- 
where here, in Mokroc. This would explain 
the circumstance, so baflling for the prosecu- 
tion, that only eight hundred roubles were to 
be found in Mitya’s hands. This circumstance 
had been the one piece of evidence which, in- 
significant as it was, had hitherto told, to some 
extent, in Mitya’s favour. Now this one piece 
of evidence in his favour had broken down. 
Tn answer to the prosccutor’sTnquiry. where 
he would have got the remaining two thou- 
sand three hundred roubles, since he himself 
had denied having more than fifteen hundred, 
Mitya confidently replied that he had meant 
to offer the “little chap,’’ not money, but a 
formal deed of conveyance of his rights to the 
village of Tchermashnya, those rights which 
he had already offered to Samsonov and Mad- 
ame Hohlakov. The prosecutor positively 
smiled at the “innocence of this subterfuge.*’ 
“And you imagine he would have accepted 
such a deed as a substitute tor two thousand 
three hundred roubles in cash?’’ 

“fie certainly would ha\e accepted it,” 
^fitya declared warmly. “Why, locjk here, he 
might have grabbed not two thousand, but 
four or six, for it. He would have put his 
lawyers, Poles and Jews, on to the job, and 
might have got, not three thousand, but the 
whole property out of the old man.’* 

The evidence of Pan Mussyalovitch was, of 
course, entered in the protocol in the fullest 
detail. Then they let tho Poles go. The inci- 
dent of thecheatingatcardswashardly touched 
upon. Nikolay Parfenoviuh was too well 
pleased with them, as itwas,anddidnot wantto 
w'orry tliern with trifles, moreover, it was noth- 
ing but a foolish, drunken c]uarrel over cards. 
There had been drinking and disorder enough, 
that night. ... So the two hundred roubles 
remained in the pockets of the Poles. 

Then old Maximov was summoned. He 
came in timidly, apprc^ached with little steps, 
looking very tli.she\elled and depre.ssed. He 
had, all this time, taken refuge below with 
Grushenka, sitting dumbly beside her, and 
“now and then he’d begin blubbering over her 
and wiping his eyes with a blue check hand- 
kerchief,’’ as Mihail Makarovitch described 
afterwards. So that she herself began trying to 
pacify and comfort him. 'Fhe old man at once 
confessed that he had done wrong, that he 
had borrowed “ten roubles in my poverty,** 
from Dmitri Fyodorovitch, and that he was 
ready to pay it back.ToNikolay Parfenovitch’s 
direct question, had he noticed how much 


money Dmitri Fyodorovitch held in his hand, 
as he must have been able to see the sum better 
than anyone when he took the note from him, 
Maximov, in the most positive manner, de- 
clared that there was twenty thousand. 

“Have you ever seen so much as twenty 
thousand before, then?** inquired Nikolay Par- 
fenovitch, with a smile. 

“To be sure I have, not twenty, but seven, 
when my wife mortgaged my little property. 
She’d only let me look at it from a distance, 
boasting of it to nie.lt was a very thick bundle, 
all rainbow-coloured notes. And Dmitri Fyo- 
dorovitch’s were all rainbow-coloured . . .** 

He was not kept long. At last it was Gru- 
shenka’s turn. Nikolay Parfenovitch was ob- 
viously apprehensive of the effect her appear- 
ance might have on Mitya, and he muttered a 
few words of admonition to him, but Mitya 
bow'ed his head in silence, giving him to un- 
derstand “that he would not make a scene.’’ 
Mihail Makarovitch himself led Grushenka 
in. She entered with a stern and gloomy face, 
that looked almost composed, and sat down 
cjuietly on the chair offered her by Nikolay 
Parfenovitch. She was very pale, she seciiied to 
be cold, and wrapped herself closely in her 
magnificent black shawl. She was suffering 
from a slight feverish chill— the first symptom 
of the long illness which followed that night. 
Her grave air.hcrdirectearnest look and quiet 
manner made a very favourable impression 
on everyone. Nikolay Parfenovitch was even 
a little bit “fascinated.” He admitted himself, 
when talking about it afterwards, that only 
then had he seen “how handsome the woman 
was,** h)r. though he had seen her several times 
before, he had always looked upon her as some- 
thing of a “provincial hetaira.” “She has the 
manners of the best society,” he said enthu- 
siastically. gossiping about her in a circle of 
ladies. But this was received with positive in- 
dignation by the ladies, who immediately called 
him a “naughty man,” to his great satisfac- 
tion. 

As she entered the room, Grushenka only 
glanced for an instant at Mitya, who looked at 
her uneasily. But her lace reassured him at 
once. After the first inevitable inquiries and 
warnings, Nikolay Parfenov itch asked her,hesi- 
tating a little, but preserving the most courte- 
ous manner, on what terms she was with the 
retired lieutenant, Dmitri Fyodorovitch Kara- 
mazov. To this Grushenka firjnly and quietly 
replied: 

“He was an acquaintance. He came to see 
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me as an acquaintance during the last month/* 
To further inquisitive questions she answered 
plainly and with complete frankness, that, 
though *'at times” she had thought him attrac- 
tive, she had not loved him, but had won his 
heart as well as his old father’s ”in my nasty 
spite,” that she had seen that Mitya was very 
jealous of Fyodor Pavlovitch and everyone 
else; but that had only amused her. She had 
never meant to go to Fyodor Pavlovitch, she 
had simply been laughing at him. ”1 had no 
thoughts for either of them all this last month. 
1 was expecting another man who had wronged 
me. But I think,” she said in conclusion, “that 
there's no need for you to inquire about that, 
nor for me to answer you, for that’s my own 
affair.” 

Nikolay Parfenovitch immediately acted up- 
on this hint. He again dismissed the “roman- 
tic” aspect of the case and passed to the serious 
one, that is, to the question of most impor- 
tance, concerning the three thousand roubles. 
Grushenka confirmed the statement that three 
thousand roubles had certainly been spent on 
the first carousal at Mokroe, and. though she 
had not counted the money herself, she had 
heard that it was three thousand from Dmitri 
Fyodorovitch’s own lips. 

“Did he tell you that alone, or before some- 
one else, or did you only hear him speak of it 
to others in your presence?” the prosecutor in- 
quired immediately. 

To which Grushenka replied that she had 
heard him say so before other people, and had 
heard him say so when they were alone. 

“Did he say it to you alone once, or several 
times?” inquired the prosecutor, and learned 
that he had told Grushenka so several times. 

Ippolit Kirillovitch was very w'cll satisfied 
with this piece of evidence. Further examina- 
tion elicited that Grushenka knew, too, where 
that money had come from, and that Dmitri 
Fyodorovitch had got it from Katerina Iva- 
novna. 

“And did you never, once, hear that the 
money spent a month ago was not three thou- 
sand, but less, and that Dmitri Fyodorovitch 
had saved half that sum for his own use?” 

“No, I never heard that,” answered Gru- 
shenka. 

It was explained further that Mitya had, on 
the contrary, often told her that he hadn’t a 
farthing. 

“He was always expecting to get some from 
his father,” said Grushenka in conclusion. 

“Did he never say before you . . . casually, or 


in a moment of irritation,” Nikolay Parfeno- 
vitch put in suddenly, “that he intended to 
make an attempt on his father’s life?” 

“Ach, he did say so,” sighed Grushenka. 

“Once or several times?” 

“He mentioned it several times, always in 
anger.” 

“And did you believe he would do it?” 

“No, I never believed it,” she answered firm- 
ly. “I had faith in his noble heart.” 

“Gentlemen, allow me,” cried Mitya sud- 
denly, “allow me to say one word to Agrafena 
Alexandrovna, in your presence.” 

“You can speak,” Nikolay Parfenovitcli as- 
sented. 

“Agrafena Alexandrovna!” Mitya got up 
from his chair, “have faith in God and in me. 
I am not guilty of my father’s murder!” 

Having uttered these words Mitya sat down 
again on his chair. Grushenka stood up and 
crossed herself devoutly before the ikon. 

“Thanks be to Thee, O Lord,” she said, in a 
voice thrilled with emotion, and still standing, 
she turned to Nikolay Parfenovitch and added: 

“As he has spoken now, believe it! I know 
him. He’ll say anything as a joke or from ob- 
stinacy, but he’ll never deceive you against his 
conscience. He's telling the whole truth, you 
may believe it.” 

“Thanks, Agrafena Alexandrovna, you’ve 
given me fresh courage,” Mitya responded in 
a quivering voice. 

As to the money spent the previous day, she 
declared that she did not know what sum it 
was, but had heard him tell several people that 
he had three thousand with him. And to the 
question where he got the money, she said that 
he had told her that he had "stolen” it from 
Katerina Ivanovna, and that she had replied 
to that that he hadn’t stolen it, and that he 
must pay the money back next day. On the 
prosecutor's asking her emphatically whether 
the money he said he had stolen from Katerina 
Ivanovna was what he had spent yesterday, 
or what he had squandered here a month ago, 
she declared that he meant the money spent a 
month ago, and that that was how she under- 
stood him. 

Grushenka was at last released, And Nikolay 
Parfenovitch informed her impulsively that 
she might at once return to the town and that 
if he could be of any assistance to her, with 
horses for example, or if she would care for an 
escort, he . . . would be 

“I thank you sincerely,” said Grushenka, 
bowing to him, “I’m going with this old gen- 
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tlcman; I am drivinj; him back to town with 
me, and meanwhile, if you'll allow me, I'll wait 
below to hear what you decide about Dmitri 
Fyodorovitch.” 

She went out. Mitya was calm, and even 
looked more cheerful, but only for a moment. 
He felt more and more oppressed by a strange 
physical weakness. His eyes were closing with 
fatigue. The exam {nation of the witnesses w^as, 
at last, over. They proceeded to a final revision 
of the protocol. Mitya got up, moved from his 
chair to the corner by the curtain, lay down on 
a large chest covered with a rug, and instantly 
fell asleep. 

He had a strange dream, utterly out of keep- 
ing with the place and the time. 

He was driving somewhere in the steppes, 
where he had been stationed long ago, and a 
pe.xsant was driving him in a cart with a pair 
of horses, through snow and sleet. He was cold, 
it was early in November, and the snow was 
falling in big wet flakes, melting as soon as it 
touched the earth. And the peasant drove him 
smartly, he had a fair, long beard. He was not 
an old man, somewb'^re about fifty, and he had 
on a grey peasant's smock. Not far off was a 
village, he could see the black huts, and half 
the huts were burnt down, there were only 
the charred beams sticking up. And as they 
drove in, there were peasant women drawn 
up along the road, a lot of women, a whole 
row, all thin and wan, with their faces a sort 
of brownish colour, especially one at the edge, 
a tall, bony woman, who looked forty, but 
might have been only twenty, with a long thin 
face. And in her arms was a little baby crying. 
And her breasts seemed so dried up that there 
was not a drop of milk in them. And the child 
cried and cried, and held out its little bare 
arms, w'ith its little fists blue from cold. 

“Why are they crying? Why are they crying?” 
Mitya asked, as they dashed gaily by. 

“It's the babe,” answered the driver, “the 
babe weeping.” 

And Mitya was struck by his saying, in his 
peasant way, “the bal)C,’' and he liked the 
peasant's calling it a “babe." I’hcre seemed 
more pity in it. 

“But why is it weeping?'' Mitya persisted 
stupidly, “why are its little arms bare? Why 
don't they wrap it up?” 

“The babe's cold, its little clothes are frozen 
and don't warm it.” 

“But why is it? Why?” foolish Mitya still 
persisted. 

“Why, they're poor people, burnt out. 


They've no bread. They're begging because 
they've been burnt out.” 

“No, no,” Mitya, as it were, still did not un- 
derstand. “Tell me why it is those poormothers 
stand there? Why are people poor? Why is the 
babe poor? Why is the steppe barren? Why 
don't they hug each other and kiss? Why don't 
they sing songs of joy? Why arc they so dark 
from black misery? Why don't they feed the 
babe?” 

And he felt that, though his questions were 
unreasonable and senseless, yet he wanted to 
ask just that, and he had to ask it just in that 
way. And he felt that a passion of pity, such 
as he had never known before, was rising in his 
heart, that he wanted to cry, that he wanted 
to do something for them all, so that the babe 
should weep no more, so that the dark-faced, 
dried-up mother should not weep, that no one 
should shed tears again from that moment, 
and he wanted to do it at once, at once, re- 
gardless of all obstacles, with all the reckless- 
ness of the Karamazovs. 

“And I'm coming with you. I won't leave you 
noiv for the rest of my life, I'm coming with 
you,” he heard close beside him Grushenka’s 
tender voice, thrilling with emotion. And his 
heart glowed, and he struggled forward to- 
wards the light, and he longed to live, to live, 
to go on and on, towards the new, beckoning 
light, and to hasten, hasten, now, at once! 

“What! Where?” he exclaimed opening his 
eyes, and sitting up on the chest, as though he 
had revived from a swoon, smiling brightly. 
Nikolay Parfcnovitch was standing over him. 
suggesting that he should hear the protocol 
read aloud and sign it. Mitya guessed that he 
had been asleep an hour or more, but he did 
not hear Nikolay Parfenovitch. He was sud- 
denly struck by the fact that there was a pillow 
under his head, which hadn't been there when 
he had leant back, exhausted, on the chest. 

“Who put that pillow under my head? Who 
was so kind?” he cried, with a sort of ecstatic 
gratitude, and tears in his voice, as though 
some great kindness had been shown him. 

He never found out who this kind man was: 
perhaps one of the peasant witnesses, or Niko- 
lay Parfenov itch's little secretary, had com- 
passionately thought to put a pillow under his 
head; but his whole soul was quivering with 
tears. He went to the table and said that he 
would sign whatever they liked. 

“I’ve had a good dream, gentlemen,” he said 
in a strange voice, with a light, as of joy, 
in his face. 
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Chapter 9. They Carry Mitya Away 
When the protocol had been signed, Nikolay 
Parfenovitch turned solemnly to the prisoner 
and read him the “Committal,” setting forth, 
that in such a year, on such a day. in such a 
place, the investigating lawyer of such-and- 
such a district court, having examined so-and- 
so (to wit, Mitya) accused of this and of that 
(all the charges were carefully written out) and 
having considered that the accused, not plead- 
ing guilty to the charges made against him, 
had brought forw'ard nothing in his defence, 
while the witnesses, so-and-so, and so-and-so, 
and the circumstances such-and-such testify 
against him. acting in accordance with such- 
and-such articles of the Statute Book, and so 
on, has ruled, that, in order to preclude so- 
and-so (Mitya) from all means of evading pur- 
suit and judgment, he be detained in such-and- 
such a pristm, which he hereby notifies to the 
accused and communicates a copy of this same 
“Committar* to the deputy prosecutor, and so 
on, and so on. 

In brief, Mitya was informed that he w^as, 
from that moment, a prisoner, and that he 
would be driven at once to the tow’n, and 
there .shut up in a very unpleasant place. Mitya 
listened attentively, and only shrugged his 
shoulders. 

“Well, gentlemen, I don’t blame you. I’m 
ready. ... I understand that there’s nothing 
else for you to do.” 

Nikolay Parfenovitch infonned him gently 
that he would be escorted at once by the rural' 
police officer. Mavriky Mavrikycvitch, who 
happened to be on the spot. . . . 

“Stay,” Mitya interrupted, suddenly, and 
impelled by uncontndlable feeling he pn>- 
nounted, addressing all in the loom: 

“Gentlemen, we’re all cruel, we’re all mon- 
sters, we all make men weep, and mothers, 
and babes at the breast, but of all, let it be 
settled here, now, of all I am the lowest rep- 
tile! I’ve sworn to amend, and c\ery day I’ve 
done the same filthy things. I understand now 
that such men as I need a blow*, a blow of 
destiny to catch them as with a norisc, and bind 
them by a forte from without. Never, never 
.should I have risen of myself! But the thunder- 
bolt has fallen. 1 accept the torture of accicsa- 
tion, and my public shame; I want to suffer 
and by suffering I shall be purified. Perhaps I 
shall be purified, gentlemen? But listen, for 
the last time, I am not guilty of iny father's 
blood. 1 accept my punishment, not because 1 


killed him, but because I meant to kill him, 
and perhaps 1 really might have killed him. 
Still I mean to fight it out with you. I w'arn 
you of that. I’ll fight it out wdth you to the 
end, and then God will decide. Good-bye, gen- 
tlemen. don't be vexed w'ith me for having 
shouted at you during the examination. Oh, 
I was still such a fool then. ... In another 
minute I shall be a prisoner, but now, for the 
last time, as a free man. Dmitri Karamazov of- 
fers you his hand. Saying good-bye to you, I 
say it to all men.” 

His voice quivered and he stretched out his 
hand, but Nikolay Parfenovitch, w'ho hap- 
pened to stand nearest to him, with a sudden, 
almost nervous movement, hid his hands be- 
hind his back. Mitya instantly noticed this, 
and started. lie let his outstretched hand fall 
at once. 

“The preliminary inquiry is not yet over,’’ 
Nikolay Parfenovitch faltered, somewhat em- 
barrassed. “We will continue it in the town, 
and I, for my part, of course, am ready to wish 
you all success ... in )our defence. . . . As a 
matter of fact, Dmitri Fyodorovitch, I've al- 
ways been disposed to regard you as, so to 
.speak, more unfortunate than guilty. All of us 
here, if I may make bold to speak for all. wc 
are all ready to recognise that you are, at bot- 
tom, a young man of honour, but, alas, one 
W'ho has been carried away by certain passions 
to a somew'hat excessive degree . . .” 

Nikolay Parfenoviti h's little figure was ])osi- 
tivcly majestic by tlie time he had finished 
speaking. It struck Mitya that in another min- 
ute this “boy” w'ould take his arm. lead him 
to another corner, and renew their coinersa- 
tion about “girls.” But many cpiitc irrelevant 
and inappropriate thoughts .sometiines occur 
even to a prisoner when he is being led out to 
exec ution. 

“Gentlemen, you arc good, you are humane, 
may I .sec her to say ‘good-bye’ for the last 
time?” asked Mitya. 

“Certainly, but considering ... in fact, now 
it’s impossible except in the presence of ” 

“Oh, w'cll, if it must be so, it must!” 

Grushenka was brought in, but the farewell 
was briel, and of few vords, and did not at all 
satisfy Nikolay Parfenovitch. Grushenka made 
a deep bow' to Mitya. 

“I have told you I am yours, and I will be 
yours. I will follow you for ever, wherever they 
may send you. Farewell; you arc guiltless, 
though you’ve been your own undoing.” 

Her lipsquivered, tears flowed from her eyes. 
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“Forgive me, Grusha, for my love, for ruin- 
ing you, too, with my love.” 

Mitya would have said something more, but 
he broke off and went out. He was at once sur- 
rounded by men who kept a constant watch on 
him. At the bottom of the steps to which he 
had driven up with such a dash the day be- 
fore with Audrey's three horses, two carts 
stood in rcMcliness. Mavriky Mavrikyeviuh. a 
sturdy, thick-set man with a wrinkled lace, 
w'as annoyed about something, some sudden 
irregularity. He was shout ingangrily. Heasked 
Mitya to get into the cart w'ith somewhat ex- 
cessive surliness. 

“When 1 stood liim drinks in the tavern, the 
man had cjuite a diflerent face." thought Mit- 
ya, as he got in. At the gates there was a crowd 
ol people, peasants, women, and drivxTs. Iri- 
fon Borissovitch came down the steps too. All 
stared at Mitya. 

‘‘Forgive me at parting, good peoplel" Mi- 
tya shouted suddenly from the cart. 

‘‘Forgive us too!" he heard two or three 
voices. 

‘‘Good-bye to you, too,'Frilon Borissovitch!" 

But 'Frifon Jiojiss nitcJi did not even turn 
round. He was, perhaps, too busy. He, too, was 
shouting and fussing about somcihing. It ap- 
peared that everything was not vet ready in 
the second cart, in which two constables were 
to accompany ^^a\riky Mavrikyeviuh. Fhe 
peasant who had been (ordered to drive the 
second cart w’.is pulling on his smock, stoutly 
maintaining that it was not his turn to go. but 
Akim’s. But Akim w'as not to be seen. I hey 
ran to look for him. Fhe peasant persisted and 
besought them to wait. 

“You see what our peasants are, Maviiky 
Mavrikycvitch.'Fhey’ve no shame! ” exclaimed 
'Frifon Borissovitch. ‘‘Akim gave yf)u twenty- 
five copecks the day before yesterday. You've 
drunk it all and now' you cry out. Fin simply 
surprised at your good-nature, with our low^ 
peasants, Mavriky Mavrikyeviuh, that’s all I 
can say." 

‘‘But what do we want a second cart for?" 
Mitya put in. “Let’s start with the one, Mav- 
riky Mavrikyevitch. I won’t be uniuly. I won’t 
run away from you, old fellow. What do we 
want an escort for?" 


“I'll trouble you, sir, to learn how to speak 
to me if you’ve never been taught. I’m not ‘old 
fellow*’ to )ou, and you can keep your advice 
for another time!" Mavriky Mavrikyevitch 
snapped out savagely, as though glad to vent 
his wrath. 

Mitya was reduced to silence. He flushed all 
over. A moment later he felt suddenly very 
cold. The rain had ceased, but the dull sky 
was still overcast with clouds, and a keen wind 
was blow'ing straight in his face. 

“Fve taken a chill," thought Mitya, twitch- 
ing his shoulders. 

At last Mavriky Mavrikyevitch, too, got in- 
to the cart, sat clown heavily, and. as though 
without noticing it, scjuce/ed Mitya into the 
corner. It is true that he w'as out of humour 
and greatly disliked the task that had been 
laid upon him. 

“Good-bye, Trifon Borissovitch!" Mitya 
shouted again, and felt himself, that he had 
not called out this time from good-nature, but 
involuntarily, Irom resentment. 

But 'Frifon Borissovitch stood proudly, w'ith 
both hands behind his buck, and staring 
stiaiglit at Mit)a with a stern and angry face, 
he made no icply. 

“(iood-bye, Dmitri Fyodorositch. good- 
bye!" he heard all ai once the voice of Kalga- 
nov, who had suddenly darted out. Running 
up to the cart he held out his hand to Mitya. 
He had no cap on. 

Mit)a had time to seize and press his hand. 

‘‘(iood-bye, clear fellow ! 1 .shan’t forget your 
generosity,’’ he cried warmly. 

But the cart moved and their hands parted. 
The bell began ringing and Mitya was driven 
off. 

Kalgano\ ran back, sat dow’n in a corner, 
bent his head, hid his face in his hands, and 
burst out crying. For a long while he sat like 
that, crying as though he wcie a little boy in- 
stead of a young man of twenty. Oh, he be- 
lieved almost without doubt in Mitya’s guilt. 

“What are these people? What tan men be 
after this?" he exclaimed incoherently, in bit- 
ter despondency, almost despair. At that mo- 
ment he had no desire to li\e. 

“Is it worth it? Is it worth it?" exclaimed the 
boy in his grief. 



BOOK X 

The Boys 


Chapter i, Kolya Krassotkin 

I T was the beginning of November. There 
had been a hard frost, eleven degrees 
Reaumur, without snow, but a little dry 
snow had fallen on the frozen ground during 
the night, and a keen dry wind was lifting and 
blowing it along the dreary streets of our town, 
especially about the market-place. It was a 
dull morning, but the snow had ceased. 

Not far from the market-place, close to 
Plotnikov’s shop, there stood a small house, 
very clean both without and within. It be- 
longed to Madame Krassotkin, the widow of 
a former provincial secretary, who had been 
dead for fourteen years. His widow, still a 
nice-looking woman of thirty-two, was living 
in her neat little house on her private means. 
She lived in respectable seclusion; she was of 
a soft but fairly cheerful disposition. She was 
about eighteen at the time of her husband’s 
death; she had been married only a year and 
had just borne him a son. From the day of his 
death she had devoted herself heart and soul 
to the bringing up of her precious treasure, 
her boy Kolya. Though she had loved him pas- 
sionately those fourteen years, he had caused 
her far more suffering than happiness. She 
had been trembling and fainting with terror 
almost every day, afraid he would fall ill, 
would catch cold, do something naughty, climb 
on a chair and fall off it, and so on and so on. 
When Kolya began going to .school, the mother 
devoted herself to studying all the sciences 
with him so as to help him, and go through 
his lessons with him. She hastened to make the 
acquaintance of the teachers and their wives, 
even made up to Kolya’s schoolfellows, and 
fawned upon them in the hope of thus saving 
Kolya from being teased, laughed at, or beaten 
by them. She went so far that the boys actually 
began to mock at him on her account and 
taunt him with being a “mother’s darling.” 


But the boy ccmld take his own part. He was 
a resolute boy, “tremendcjusly strong,” as was 
rumoured in his class, and soon proved to be 
the fact: he was agile, strong-willed, and of an 
audacious and enterprising temper. He was 
good at lessons, and there was a rumour in 
the school that he could beat the teacher, 
Dardanelov, at arithmetic and universal his- 
tory. Though he looked down upon everyone, 
he was a good comrade and not supercilious. 
He accepted his schoolfellows’ respect as his 
due, but was friendly with them. Above all, 
he knew where to draw the line. He could re- 
strain himself on occasion, and in his relations 
with the teachers he never overstepped that 
last mystic limit beyond which a prank be- 
comes an unpardonable breach of discipline. 
But he was as fond of mischief on every pos- 
sible occasion as the smallest boy in the school, 
and not so much for the sake mischief as 
for creating a sensation, inventing something, 
something effecti\e and conspicuous. He was 
extremely vain. He knew how to make even 
his motlier give way to him; he was almost des- 
potic in his control of her. She gave way to 
him, oh, she had given way to him for years. 
The one thought unendurable to her was that 
her boy had no great love for her. She was 
always fancying that Kolya was “unfeeling” 
to her, and at times, dissolving into hysterical 
tears, she used to reproach him with his cold- 
ness. The boy disliked this, and the more dem- 
onstrations of feeling were demanded of him, 
the more he seemed intentionally to avoid 
them. Yet it was not intentional. on his part 
but instinctive--it was his character. His 
mother was mistaken; he was very fond of her. 
He only disliked “sheepish sentimentality,” as 
he expressed it in his schoolboy language. 

There was a b(x>kcase in the house contain- 
ing a few books that had been his father’s. 
Kolya was fond of reading, and had read sev- 
eral of them by himself. His mother did not 
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mind that and only wondered sometimes at 
seeing the boy stand for hours by the book- 
case poring over a book instead of going to 
play. And in that way Kolya read some things 
unsuitable fcnr his age. 

Though the boy, as a rule, knew where to 
draw the line in his mischief, he had of late 
begun to play pranks that caused his mother 
serious alarm. It is true there was nothing 
vicious in what he did, but a wild mad reck- 
lessness. 

It happened that July, during the summer 
holidays, that the mother and son went to an- 
other district, forty-five miles away, to spend 
a week with a distant relation, whose husband 
^vas an official at the railway station (the very 
station, the nearest one to our town, from 
Avhich a month later Ivan Fyodorovitch Kar- 
amazov set off for Moscow). There Kolya be- 
gan by carefully investigating every detail 
connected with the railways, knowing that he 
could impress his schc^ol fellows when he got 
home with his newly acquired knowledge. But 
there happened to be some other boys in the 
place with whom h<* soon made friends. Some 
of them were living at the station, others in 
the neighbourhood; there were six or seven of 
them, all between twelve and fifteen, and two 
of them came from our town. The hoys played 
logcther, and on the fourth or fifth day of 
Kolya's stay at the station, a mad bet was made 
by the foolish boys. Kolya, who was almost the 
youngest of the party and rather looked down 
u])on by the others in consequence, was moved 
by vanity or by reckless bravado to bet them 
two roubles that he would lie down between 
the rails at night when the eleven o'clock train 
was due, and would lie there without moving 
^vhilc the train rolled over him at full speed. 
It is true they made a preliminary investiga- 
tion, from which it appeared that it was pos- 
sible to lie so flat between the rails that the 
train could pass over without touching, but 
to lie there was no jokel Kolya maintained 
stoutly that he would. At first they laughed at 
him, called him a little liar, a braggart, but 
that only egged him on. What piqued him 
most was that these boys of fifteen turned up 
their noses at him too superciliously, and were 
at first disposed to treat him as "a small boy," 
not fit to associate with them, and that was an 
unendurable insult. 

And so it was resolved to go in the evening, 
half a mile from the station, so that the train 
might have time to gel up full speed after 
leaving the station The boys assembled. It 
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was a pitch-dark night without a moon. At the 
time fixed, Kolya lay down between the rails. 
The five others who had taken the bet waited 
among the bushes below the embankment, 
their hearts beating with suspense, which was 
followed by alarm and remorse. At last they 
heard in the distance the rumble of the train 
leaving the station. Two red lights gleamed 
out of the darkness; tlie monster roared as it 
approached. 

“Run, run away from the rails," the boys 
cried to Kolya from the bushes, breathless with 
terror. But it was too late: the train darted up 
and flew past. The boys rushed to Kolya. He 
lay without moving. They began pulling at 
him, lifting him up. He suddenly got up and 
walked away without a word. Then he ex- 
plained that he had lain there as though he 
were insensible to frighten them, but the fact 
w^as that he really had lost consciousness, as he 
confessed long after to his mother. In this way 
his reputation as “a desperate character," was 
established for ever. He returned home to the 
station as white as a sheet. Next day he had a 
slight attack of nervous fever, but he was in 
high spiiits and well pleased with himself. 
The incident did not become known at once, 
but wdien they came back to the town it pene- 
trated to the school and even reached the ears 
of the masters. But then Kolya's mother has- 
tened to entreat the masters on her boy’s be- 
half, and in the end Dardanelov, a respected 
and influential teacher, exerted himself in his 
favour, and the affair was ignored. 

Dardanelov was a middle-aged bachelor, 
who had been passionately in love with Mad- 
ame Krassotkin for many years past, and had 
once already, about a year previously, ven- 
tured. trembling wnth fear and the delicacy ot 
his sentiments, to offer her most respectfully 
his hand in marriage. But she refused him 
resolutely, feeling that to accept him would be 
an act of treachery to her son, though Dar- 
danelov had, to juclge from certain mysterious 
symptoms, reason for believing that he was 
not an object of aversion to the charming but 
too chaste and tender-hearted widow. Kolya's 
mad prank seemed to have broken the ice, and 
Dardanelov w’as rewarded for his intercession 
by a suggestion of hope. The suggestion, it is 
true, was a faint one, but then Dardanelov 
was such a paragon of purity and delicacy that 
it was enough for the time being to make him 
perfectly happy He was fond of the boy, 
though he w'ould have felt it Beneath him to 
try and win him over, and was severe and strict 
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with him in class. Kolya, too, kept him at a 
respectful distance. He learned his lessons per- 
fectly: he was second in his class, was reserved 
with Dardanelov, and the whole class firmly 
believed that Kolya was so pood at universal 
history that he could “beat” even Dardanelov. 
Kolya did indeed ask him the question, “Who 
founded Troy?” to ivhich Dardanelov had 
made a very vague reply, referring to the move- 
ments and migrations of races, to the remote- 
ness of the period, to the mythical legends. 
But the question, “Who had founded Troy?” 
that is, what individuals, he could not answer, 
and even for some reason regarded the ques- 
tion as idle and frivolous. But the boys re- 
mained convinced that Dardanelov did not 
know who founded Troy. Kolva had read of 
the founders of Troy in Smaragdov, whose 
history was among the books in his father’s 
bookcase. In the end all the boys became in- 
terested in the question, who it was that had 
founded Troy, but Krassotkin would not tell 
his secret, and his reputation for knowledge 
remained unshaken. 

After the incident on the railway a certain 
change came over Kolya’s attitude to his moth- 
er. When Anna Fyodorovna (Madame Kras- 
sotkin) heard of her son’s exploit, she almost 
went out of her mind w'ith horror. She had 
such terrible attacks of hysterics, lasting with 
intervals for several days, that Kolya, seriously 
alarmed at last, promised on his honour that 
such pranks should never be repeated. He 
swore on his knees before the holy image, and 
swore by the memory of his father, at Madamfe 
Krassotkin’s instance, and the .’’manly” Kolya 
burst into tears like a boy of six. Anti all that 
day the rnotlier and son were constantly rush- 
ing into each other’s anns sobbing. Next day 
Kolya woke up as ‘‘unfeeling’’ as before, buthe 
had become more silent, more modest, sterner, 
and more thoughtful. 

Six w'ceks later, it is true, he got into an- 
other scrape, which even brought his name to 
the cars of our Justice of the Peace, but it was 
a .scrape of quite another kind, aTiiusing, fool- 
i.sh, and he did not, as it turned out, take the 
leading part in it, but was only implicated in 
it. But of this later. His mother still freited 
and trembled, but the more uneasy she be- 
came, the greater were the Jiopcs of Dardane- 
lov. It must be noted that Kolya understood 
and divined what was in Dardanclov’s heart 
and, of course, de.spised him profoundly for 
his “feelings”; he had in the past been so tact- 
less as to show this contempt before his moth- 


er, hinting vaguely that he knew what Dar- 
danelov was after. But from the time of the 
railway incident his behaviour in this respect 
also was changed; he did not allow himself 
the remotest allusion to the subject and began 
to speak more respectfully of Dardanelov be- 
fore his mother, which tlie sensitive woman 
at once appreciated with boundless gratitude. 
But at the slightest meniion of Dardanelov by 
a visitor in Kolya’s presence, she w^ould flush 
as pink as a rose. At such moments Kolya 
would either stare out of the window scowl- 
ing, or would investigate the state of his boots, 
or would shout angrily for “Perezvon,” the 
big, .shaggy, mangy dog, which he had picked 
up a month before, brought home, and kept 
for some rca.son secretly indoors, not showing 
him to any of his schoolfellows. He bullied 
him frightfully, teaching him all .sorts of tricks, 
so that the poor dog howled for him whenever 
he w'as absent at school, and when he came in, 
whined with delight, rushcid about as if he 
svere cra/y, begged, lay down on the ground 
pretending to be dead, and so on; in lact, 
showed all the tricks he had taught him, not 
at the word of command, but simply from the 
zeal of his excited and grateful heart. 

1 have forgotten, by the way, to mention 
that Kolya Krassotkin was the boy stabbed 
wdth a penknife by the boy already known to 
the reader as the son ol Captain .Snegiryov. 
Ilusha had been dclendmg his father when 
the schoolboys jeered at him,'^houting the 
nickname “wu’sp ol tow.” 

CJidptcr 2 . Children 

And so on that frosty, snowy, and w'indy clay in 
November, Kolya Kras.sotkin was sitting at 
home. It w'as .Sunday and there was no school. 
It had just struck eleven, and he pariicularly 
w'anted to go out “on very urgent business,” 
but he was left alone in charge of the house, 
for it so happened that all its elder inmates 
were absent owing to a sudden and singular 
event. Madame Kra.ssotkin had let two little 
rooms, separated from the rest of the house by 
a passage, to a doctor’s w'ife with her two small 
children. This lady was the same age as Anna 
Fyodorovna, and a great friend ol hers. Her 
husband, the doctor, had taken his departure 
twelve months before, going first to Orenburg 
and then to 'fashkencl, and for the last .six 
months she had not heard a word from him. 
Had it not been for her friendship with Mad- 
ame Kra.s.sotkin, which was some convsolation 
to the forsaken lady, she would certainly have 
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completely dissolved away in tears. And now, 
to add to her misfortunes, Katerina, her only 
servant, was suddenly moved the evening be- 
fore to announce, to her mistress’s ama/ement, 
that she proposed to bring a child into the 
world before morning. It seemed almost mi- 
raculous to everyone that no one had noticed 
the probability of it before. I'lie astoiiiidecl 
doctor’s wife decided to move Katerina while 
there was still time to an establishment in the 
town kept by a midwife for such emergencies. 
As she set great store by her servant, she 
promptly carried out this plan and remainc‘d 
there looking after her. By the morning all 
Madame Krassotkin’s friendly sympathy and 
energy were called upon to render assistance 
and appeal to someone for help in the case. 

So both the ladies were absent from home, 
the Krassotkins* servant. Agafya, had gone out 
to the market, and Kolya was thus left for a 
time to protc'ct and look after “the kids,” that 
is, the son and daughter of the doctor’s ivife. 
who were left alone. Kolya was not afraid of 
taking care of the house, besides he had Perez- 
von, who had been told to lie flat, w'ithout 
moving, under tiie bench in the hall, F.very 
time Kolya, walking to and fro through the 
rooms, came into the hall, the dog shook his 
head and gave two loud and insinuating taps 
on the floor with his tail, but alas! the w'histle 
did not sound to release him. Kolya looked 
sternly at the luckless dog, who relajjsed again 
into obedient rigidity. Phe one thing that 
troubled Kolya was ”thc kids.” He looked, of 
course, with the utmost .scorn on Katerina’s 
unexpc?cted adventure, but he was very fond 
of the bereaved “kiddies,” and had already 
taken them a picture-book. Nastva. the elder, 
a girl of eight, could read, and Kostya, the 
boy, aged seven, was very fond of being read 
to by her. Krassotkin could, of course, liavc 
provided more diverting eniertaiiiinent for 
them. He could have made them stand side 
by side and played soldiers with them, or sent 
them hiding all over the house. He had done 
so more than once before and was not above 
doing it, sn much so that a report once sj)read 
at school that Krassotkin played horses with 
the little lodgers at home, jnancing with his 
head on one side like a trace-horse. But Kras- 
soikin haughtily parried this thrust, pointing 
out that to play horses with boys of one’s ow'ii 
age, boys ol thirteen, w'ould certainly be dis- 
graceful “at this date,” but that he did it for 
the .sake of “the kids” because he liked them, 
and no one had a right to call him to account 
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for his feelings. The two "kids” adored him. 

But on this occasion he was in no mood for 
games. lie had very important businc.s$ of his 
own before him, something almost mysterious. 
Meanw'hile time was passing and Agafya, with 
whom he could have left the children, would 
not come back from .market. He had several 
times already crossed the passage, opened the 
docjr of the lodgers’ room and looked anxious- 
ly at “the kids” w'ho were sitting over the book, 
as he had bidden them. Every time he ojjcncd 
the door they grinned at him, hoping he would 
come in and would do something delightful 
and amusing. But Kolya was bothered and did 
not go in. 

At best it struck eleven and he made up his 
mind, once for all, that if that “damned” 
Agafya did not ccune back within ten minutes 
he should go out without waiting for her, mak- 
ing “the kids” promise, of course, to be brave 
when he w’as aw’ay, not to be naughty, not to 
cry from fright. With this idea he put on his 
w^added winter overcoat w'ith its catskin fur 
collar, slung his satchel round his shoulder, 
and. regardless ol his mother’s constantly re- 
iterated entreaties that he would ahvays put 
on goloshes in such cold weather, he looked at 
them contemptuously as he crosjsed the hall 
and went out with only his boots on. Perez- 
von, seeing him in his outdoor clothes, began 
tapping nervously, yet vigorously, on the floor 
with his tail. Twitching all over, he even ut- 
tered a plaintive whine. But Kolya, seeing his 
dog’s passionate excitement, decided that it 
was a breach of discipline, kept him for an- 
otlier minute under the bench, and only when 
he Jiad opened the (h>or into the passage, w^his- 
tled for him. Hie dog leapt up like a mad 
creature and rushed bounding before him 
rapturously. 

Kolya opeiu'd the door to peep at “the 
kids.” They w'erc both sitting as before at the 
table, not reading but w'armly disputing 
about something. The children often arguecl 
together about various exciting problems of 
life, and Nastya, being the elder, always got 
the best of it. If Kostya did not agree w'ith 
her, he almost always appealed to Kolya Kras- 
sotkin, and his verdict was regarded as infal- 
lible by both of them. This time the “kids’ ” 
discussion rather interested Krassotkin, and 
he stood still in the passage to listen. The chil- 
dren saw he Avas listening and that made them 
dispute with even greater enei^gy. 

“I shall never, never believe/’ Nastya prat- 
tled, “that the old women find babies among 
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the cabbages in the kitchen garden. It's winter 
now and there are no cabbages, and so the old 
woman couldn't have taken Katerina a daugh- 
ter." 

Kolya whistled to himself. 

"Or perhaps they do bring babies from 
somewhere, but only to those who are mar- 
ried." 

Kostya stared at Nastya and listened, pon- 
dering profoundly. 

"Nastya, how silly you are!" he said at last, 
firmly and calmly. "How can Katerina have 
a baby when she isn't married?" 

Nastya was exasperated. 

"You know nothing about it," she snapped 
irritably. "Perhaps she has a husband, only he 
is in prison, so now she's got a baby." 

"But is her husband in prison?" the matter- 
of-fact Kostya inquired gravely. 

"Or, I tell you what," Nastya interrupted 
impulsively, completely rejecting and forget- 
ting her first hypothesis. "She hasn't a hus- 
band, you are right there, but she wants to be 
married, and so she's been thinking of getting 
married, and thinking and thinking of it till 
now she's got it, that is, not a husband but a 
baby." 

"Well, perhaps so," Kostya agreed, entirely 
vanquished. "But you didn't say so before. So 
how could I tell?" 

"Come, kiddies," said Kolya, stepping into 
the room. "You’re terrible people, I see." 

"And Perezvon with you!" grinned Kostya, 
and began snapping his fingers and calling 
Perezvon. 

"I am in a difficulty, kids," Krassotkin be- 
gan solemnly, "and you must help me. Agafya 
must have broken her leg, since she has not 
turned up till now, that’s certain. I must go 
out. Will you let me go?” 

The children looked anxiously at one an- 
other. Their smiling faces showed signs of un- 
easiness, but they did not yet fully grasp what 
was expected of them. 

"You won’t be naughty while I am gone? 
You won't climb on the cupboard and break 
your legs? You w^on’t be frightened alone and 
cry?” 

A look of profound despondency came into 
the children’s faces. 

"And 1 could show you something as a re- 
ward, a little copper cannon which can be 
fired with real gunpowder." 

The children’s faces intantly brightened. 
"Show us the cannon,” said Kostya, beaming 
all over. 


Krassotkin put his hand in his satchel, and 
pulling out a little bronze cannon stood it on 
the table. 

"Ah, you are bound to ask that! Look, it's 
on wheels." He rolled the toy on along the 
table. "And it can be fired off, too. It can be 
loaded with shot and fired off." 

"And it could kill anyone?" 

"It can kill anyone; you've only got to aim 
at anybody,” and Krassotkin explained where 
the powder had to be put, where the shot 
should be rolled in, showing a tiny hole like 
a touch-hole, and told them that it kicked 
when it was fired. 

The children listened with intense interest. 
What particularly struck their imagination 
was that the cannon kicked. 

"And have you got any powder?" Nastya in- 
quired. 

"Yes." 

"Show us the powder, too," she drawled 
with a smile of entreaty, 

Krassotkin dived again into his satchel and 
pulled out a small flask containing a little real 
gunpowder. He had some shot, too, in a strew 
of paper. He even uncorked the flask and 
shook a little powder into the palm of his 
hand. 

"One has to be careful there’s no fire about, 
or it would blow up and kill us all," Krassot- 
kin warned them sensationally. 

l*hc children gazed at the powder with an 
awe-stricken alarm that only ifitensified their 
enjoyment. But Kostya liketl the shot better. 

"And does the shot burn?" he inquired. 

"No, it doesn’t." 

"Give me a little shot,” he asked in an im- 
ploring voice. 

"I’ll give you a little shot: here, take it, but 
don’t show it to your mother till I come back, 
or she'll be sure to think it's gunpowder, and 
will die of fright and give you a thrashing.” 

"Mother never does whip us," Nastya ob- 
served at once. 

"I know, I only said it to finish the sentence. 
And don’t you ever deceive your mother ex- 
cept just this once, until I come back. And so, 
kiddies, can I go out? You won't be frightened 
and cry when I'm gone?” 

"We sha— all cry,’' diawled Kostya, on the 
verge of tears already. 

"We shall cry, we shall be sure to cry," Nast- 
ya chimed in with timid haste. 

"Oh, children, children, hcjw fraught with 
peril are your years! There's no help for it, 
chickens; 1 shall have to stay with you 1 don't 



The Boys 


know how long. And time is passing, time is 
passing, oogh!” 

“Tell Perezvon to pretend to be dead!" 
Kostya begged. 

“There’s no help for it, we must have re- 
course to Perezvon. Iri, Perezvon." And Kolya 
began giving orders to the dog, who performed 
all his tricks. 

He was a rough-haired dog, of medium size, 
with a coat of a sort of lilac-grey colour. He 
was blind in his right eye, and his left ear was 
torn. He whined and jumped, stood and 
walked on his hind legs, lay on his back with 
his paws in the air, rigid as though he were 
dead. While this last performance was going 
on, the door opened and Agafya, Madame 
Krassotkin’s servant, a stout woman of forty, 
marked with small-pox, appeared in the door- 
way. She had come back from market and had 
a bag full of provisions in her hand. Holding 
up the bag of provisions in her left hand she 
stood still to watch the dog. Though Kolya 
had been so anxious for her return, he did 
not cut short the performance, and after keep- 
ing Perezvon dead for the usual time, at last 
he whistled to hiiii. ii»e dog jumped up and 
began bounding about in his joy at having 
done his duty. 

"Only think, a dog!" Agafya observed sen- 
ten tiously. 

"Why are you late, female?” asked Kras- 
sotkiii sternly. 

"Female, iiidccdl Go on with you, you 
brat." 

"Brat?" 

"Yes, a brat. What is it to you if I'm late; if 
I'm late, you may be sure 1 have good reason," 
muttered Agafya, busying herself about the 
stove, without a trace of anger or displeasure 
in her voice. She seemed quite pleased, in 
fact, to enjoy a skirmish with her merry young 
master. 

“Listen, you frivolous young w^oman," Kras- 
sotkin began, getting up from the sofa, "can 
you swear by all you hold sacred in the world 
and something else besides, that you will 
watch vigilantly over the kids in my absence? 
I am going out." 

. "And what am I going to swear for?” laughed 
Agafya. "1 shall look after them without that." 

"No, you must swear on your eternal salva- 
tion. Else I shan’t go.” 

"Well, don't then. What does it matter to 
mej It’s cold out; stay at home.” 

"Kids,” Kolya turned to the children, "this 
woman will stay w'ith you till I come back or 
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till your mother comes, for she ought to have 
been back long ago. She will give you some 
lunch, too. You’ll give them something, Agaf- 
ya, won't you?” 

"That I can do." 

"Good-bye, chickens, I go with my heart at 
rest. And you, granny,” he added gravely, in 
an undertone, as he passed Agafya, "I hope 
you'll spare their tender years and not tell 
them any of your old woman's nonsense about 
Katerina. Id, Perezvon!" 

"Get along with you!” retorted Agafya, real- 
ly angry this time. "Ridiculous boy! You want 
a whipping for saying such things, that's what 
you want!" 

Chapter 3. The Schoolboy 

But Kolya did not hear her. At last he could 
go out. As he went out at the gate he looked 
round him, shrugged up his shoulders, and 
saying "It is freezing,” went straight along the 
street and turned off to the right towards the 
market-place. When he reached the last house 
but one before the market-place he stopped at 
the gate, pulled a whistle out of his pocket, 
and whistled with all his might as though giv- 
ing a signal. He had not to wait more than a 
minute before a rosy-checked boy of about 
eleven, wearing a warm, neat and even stylish 
coat, darted out to meet him. This was Smu- 
rov, a boy in the preparatory class (two classes 
below Kolya Krassoikin), son of a w'ell-to-do 
official. Apparently he was forbidden by his 
parents to associate with Krassoikin, who was 
well known to be a desperately naughty boy, 
so Smurov was obviously slipping out on the 
sly. He was— if the reader has not forgotten- 
one of the group of boys who two months be- 
fore had thrown stones at llusha. He was the 
one who told Alyosha Karamazov about llusha. 

"I've been waiting for you for the last hour, 
Krassotkin,” said Smurov stolidly, and the boys 
strode towards the market-place. 

"I am late," answ’ered Krassotkin. "I was de- 
tained by circumstances. You won’t be thrashed 
for coming with me?" 

"Come, I say. I’m never thrashed! And 
you've got Perezvon w'ith you?” 

"Yes.” 

"You're taking him, too?" 

"Yes." 

"Ah! if it were only Zhutchka!” 

"That's impossible. Zhutchka's non-exist- 
ent. Zhutchka is lost in the mists of obscurity." 

“Ah! couldn’t we do this?” ^murov sudden- 
ly stood still. "You see llusha iays that Zhutch- 
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ka was a shaggy, greyish, smoky-looking dog 
like Perezvon. Couldn’t you tell him this is 
Zhutchka, and he might believe you?” 

”Boy. shun a lie, that’s one thing; even with 
a good object— that’s another. Above all, I 
hope you’ve not told them anything about my 
coming.” 

“Heaven forbidl I know what I am about. 
But you won’t comfort him with Perezvon,” 
said Smurov, with a sigh. “You know his fa- 
ther. the captain, ’the wisp of tow,' told us 
that he was going to bring him a real mastiff 
pup, with a black nose, to-day. He thinks that 
would comfort Ilusha: but I doubt it.” 

“And how is Ilusha?” 

“Ah. he is bad, very bad! I believe he’s in 
consumption: he is quite conscious, but his 
breathing! His breathing’s gone wrong. The 
other day he asked to have his boots on to be 
led round the room. lie tried to walk, but he 
couldn’t stand. ’Ah, 1 told you before, father,’ 
he said, ‘that those boots were no good. I could 
never w^alk properly in them.’ He fancied it 
was his boots that made him stagger, but it was 
simply weakness, really. He won’t live another 
week. Herzenstube is looking after him. Now 
they are rich again— they've got heaps of mon- 
ey.** 

“They are rogues.” 

“Who are rogues?” 

“Doctors and the whole crew of quacks col- 
lectively, and also, of course, individually. I • 
don’t believe in medicine. It’s a useless insti- 
tution. I mean to go into all that. But what’s 
that sentimentality you've got up there? Tl>e 
whole class seems to be there every day.” 

“Not the w'holc class: it’s only ten of our 
fellows who go to see him every day. There’s 
nothing in that.” 

“What I don’t understand in all this is the 
part that Alexey Karama/ov is taking in it. 
His brother’s going to be tried to-morrow or 
next day for such a crime, and yet he has so 
much time to spend on sentimentality with 
boys.” 

“There’s no sentimentality about it. You 
are going yourself now to make it up with Ilu- 
sha.” 

“Make it up with him? What an absurd ex- 
pression! But I allow no one to analyse ray 
actions.” 

“And how pleased Ilusha will be to see you! 
He has no idea that you are coming. Why was 
it, why was it you wouldn’t come all this 
time?” Smurov cried with sudden w^armth. 

“My dear boy, that’s my business, not yours. 


I am going of myself because I choose to, but 
you’ve all been hauled there by Alexey Kara- 
mazov— there’s a difference, you know. And 
how do you km^w? 1 may not be going to make 
it up at all. It's a stupid expression.” 

“It’s not Karamazov at all; it’s not his do- 
ing. Our fellows began going there of them- 
selves. Of course, they went with Karamazov 
at first. And there’s been nothing of that sort- 
no silliness. First one went, and then another. 
Flis father was awfully pleased to sec us. You 
know he will simply go out of his mind if 
Ilusha dies. I lesees thatllusha’s dying. And he 
seems so glad we’ve made it up witli Ilusha. 
Ilusha asked after you, that was all. He just 
asks and says no more. His father will go out 
of his mind or hang himself. He behaved like 
a madman before. You know' he is a very de- 
cent man. We made a mistake then. It’s all the 
fault of that murderer who beat him then.” 

“Karamazov’s a riddle to me all the same. 1 
might have made his actpiaintance long ago, 
but I like to have a proper pride in some 
cases. Besides, 1 have a theory about him which 
I must work out and verify.” 

Kolya subsided into dignified silence. Smu- 
rov, too, was silent. Smurov, of course, w'or- 
shipped Krassoikin and ne\er dreamed ol jiut- 
ting himself on a level w ith him. Now' he was 
tremendously interestt d at Kolya’s saving that 
he was “going of himself” to sec Ilusha. He 
felt that there must be some mystery in Kolya’s 
suddenly taking it into his head' to go to him 
that day. They crossed the market -plate, in 
which at that hour were many loaded wagons 
from the ct)untry and a great number of live 
fow'ls. The market women were selling rolls, 
cottons and threads, etc., in their booths. These 
Sunday markets were naively called “lairs” in 
the town, and there wxtc many such fairs in 
the year. 

Perezvon ran about in the wildest spirits, 
sniffing about first one side, then the other. 
When he met other dogs they zealously sinelt 
each other over attording to the rules of ca- 
nine etujuctte. 

“I like to watch such realistic scenes, Smu- 
rov,” said Kolya suddenly. “Have you noticed 
how dogs snifl at one another when they meet? 
It seems to be a law of »heir nature.” 

“Yes; it’s a lunny habit.” 

“No, it’s not lunny: you arc wrong there. 
There’s nothing funny in nature, however 
funny it may seem to man with his prcjudicc.s. 
If dogs could reason and criticise us they’d be 
sure to find just as much that would be funny 
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to them, if not far more, in the social relations 
of men, their masters— far more, indeed. I re- 
peat that, because I am convinced that there 
is far more foolishness among us. That*s Raki- 
tin’s idea— a remarkable idea. I am a Socialist, 
Sinurov.*' 

*‘And what is a Socialist?” asked Smurov. 

“That’s when all are equal and all have 
property in common, there are no marriages, 
and everyone has any religion and laws he likes 
best, and all the rest of it. You arc not old 
enough to understand that yet. It’s cold, 
though.” 

“Yes, twelve degrees of frost. Father looked 
at the thermometer just now.” 

“Have you noticed, Smurov, that in the mid- 
dle of winter we don’t feel so cold even when 
there are fifteen or eighteen degrees of frost 
as we do now, in the beginning of win ter, when 
there is a sudden frost of twelve degrees, es- 
pecially when there is not much snow. It’s be- 
cause people are not used to it. Everything is 
habit with men, everything even in their social 
and political relations. Habit is the great mo- 
tive-j)ower. What a funny-looking peasant!” 

Kolya pointed lO a .ail ]»easant, with a good- 
natured countenance in a long sheepskin coat, 
who was standing by his wagon, clapping to- 
gether his hands, in their shapeless leather 
gloves, to warm them. Ilis long fair beard was 
all w'h ite with Irost. 

“That peasant’s beard’s frozen,” Kolya cried 
in a loud provocative voire as he passed him. 

“Lots of jjeople’s beards are frozen,” the 
peasant replied, calmly and sententiously. 

“Don’t provoke him,” observed Smurov. 

“It’s all right: he won’t be cross; he’s a nice 
fellow'. Good-bye. Matvey.” 

“Good-bye.” 

“Is your name Matvey?” 

“Yes. Didn’t you know?” 

“No, I didn’t. It was a guess.” 

“You don’t say sol You are a schoolboy, I 
suppose?” 

“Yes.” 

“You get whipped, I expect?” 

“Nothing to speak of— sc^metimes.” 

“Does it hurt?” 

• “Well, yes, it does.” 

**Ech, what a life!” I’hc peasant heaved a 
sigh from the bottom of his heart. 

“Good-bye, Matvey.” 

“Good-bye. You are a nice chap, that you 
are.” 

The boys went on. ^ 

“That was a nice peasant,” Kolya observed 
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to Smurov. “I like talking to the peasants, and 
am always glad to do them justice.” 

“Why did you tell a lie, pretending we are 
thrashed?” asked Smurov. 

“I had to say that to please him.” 

“How do you mean?” 

“You know, Smurov, I don’t like being asked 
the same thing twice. 1 like people to under- 
stand at the first w'ord. Some things can’t be 
explained. According to a peasant’s notions, 
schoolboys are w'hipped.and must be whipped. 
What would a schoolboy be if he were not 
whipped? And if I were to tell him we are not, 
he’d be disappointed. But you don’t under- 
stand that. One ha^ to kne^w how to talk to 
the peasants.” 

“Only don’t tease them, please, or you’ll get 
into another scrape as you did about that 
goose.” 

“So you’re afraid?” 

“Don’t laugh, Kolya. Of course I’m afraid. 
My father w'ould be awfully cross. I am strict- 
ly forbidden to gA out with you.” 

“Don’t be uneasy, nothing will happen this 
time. Hallo, Natasha!” he shouted to a market 
woman in one of the booths. 

“Call me Natasha! What next! My name is 
Mjirya,” the middle-aged market woman shout- 
ed at him. 

“I am so glad it’s Marya. Good-bye!” 

“Ah, you young rascal! A brat like you to 
carry on so!” 

“I’m in a hurry. I can’t stay now\ You shall 
tell me next Sunday.” Kolya waved his hand 
at her, as though she had attacked him and not 
he her. 

“I’ve nothing to tell you next Sunday. Ytm 
set upon me, you impudent young monkey. I 
didn’t say anything,” bawled Marya. “You 
want a w'hippiiig, that’s what you W'ant, you 
saucy jackanapes!” 

Tlierc was a roar of laughter among the 
other market women round her. Suddenly a 
man in a violent rage darted out from the 
arcade of shops close by. He was a young man, 
not a native of the town, with dark, curly hair 
and a long, pale lace, marked with smalljjox. 
He wore a long blue coat and a peaked cap, 
and looked like a merchant’s clerk. He was in 
a state of stupid excitement and brandished 
his fist at Kolya. 

“I know you!” he cried angrily, "I know 
you!” 

Kolya stared at him. He could not recall 
when he could have had a ro\y with the man. 
But he had been in so many tows in the street 
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that he could hardly remember them all. 

“Do you?“ he asked sarcastically. 

“I know you! I know youl“ the man re- 
peated idiotically. 

“So much the better for you. Well, it's time 
I was going. Good-bye!” 

“You are at your saucy pranks again?” cried 
the man. “You are at your saucy pranks again? 
1 know, you are at it again!” 

“It's not your business, brother, if I am at 
my saucy pranks again,” said Kolya, standing 
still and scanning him. 

“Not my business?” 

“No; it’s not your business.” 

“Whose then? Whose then? Whose then?” 

“It’s Trifon Nikititch’s business, not yours.” 

“What Trifon Nikititch?” asked the youth, 
staring with loutish amazement at Kolya, but 
still as angry as ever. 

Kolya scanned him gravely. 

“Have you been to the Church of the Ascen- 
sion?” he suddenly asked him, with stern em- 
phasis. 

“What Church of Ascension? What for? No, 

I haven’t,” said the young man, somewhat 
taken aback. 

“Do you know Sabaneyev?” Kolya went on 
even more emphatically and even more se- 
verely. 

“What Sabaneyev? No, I don’t know him.” 

“Well then you can go to the devil,” said 
Kolya, cutting short the conversation; and. 
turning sharply to the right he strode quickly 
on his way as though he disdained further con- 
versation with a dolt who did not even know 
Sabaneyev. 

“Stop, heigh! What Sabaneyev?” the young 
man recovered from his momentary stupefac- 
tion and was as excited as before. “What did he 
say?” He turned to the market women with a 
silly stare. 

The women laughed. 

“You can never tell what he's after,” said 
one of them. 

“What Sabaneyev is it he’s talking about?” 
the young man repeated, still furious and 
brandishing his right arm. 

“It must be a Sabaneyev who worked for the 
Kuzmitchovs, that’s who it must be,” one of 
the women suggested. 

The young man stared at her wildly. 

“For the Kuzmitchovs?” repeated another 
woman. “But his name wasn't Trifon. His 
name’s Kuzma, not Trifon; but the boy said 
Trifon Nikititch, so it can’t be the same.” 

“His name is not Trifon and not Sabaneyev, 


it’s Tchizhov,” put in suddenly a third wom- 
an, who had hitlierto been silent, listening 
gravely. “Alexey Ivanitch is his name. Tchiz- 
hov, Alexey Ivanitch.” 

“Not a doubt about it, it’s Tchizhov,” a 
fourth woman emphatically confirmed the 
statement. 

The bewildered youth gazed from one to 
another. 

“But what did he ask for, what did he ask 
for, good people?” he cried almost in despera- 
tion. “ 'Do you know Sabaneyev?’ says he. And 
who the devil's to know who is Sabaneyev?” 

“You’re a senseless fellow. I tell you it’s not 
Sabaneyev, but Tchizhov, Alexey Ivanitch 
Tchizhov, that’s who it is!” one of the women 
shouted at him impressively. 

“What Tchizhov? Who is he? Tell me, if 
you know.” 

“That tall, snivelling fellow who used to sit 
in the market in the summer.” 

“And what’s your Tchizhov to do with me, 
good people, eh?” 

“How can I tell what he’s to do with you?” 
put in another. “You ought to know yourself 
what you want with him, if you make such a 
clamour about him. He spoke to you, he did 
not speak to us, you stupid. Don’t you really 
know him?” 

“Know whom?” 

“Tchizhov.” 

“The devil take Tchizhov and you with 
him. ril give him a hiding, that>i will. He was 
laughing at me!” 

“Will give Tchizhov a hiding! More likely 
he will give you one. You are a fool, that’s 
what you are!” 

“Not Tchizhov, not Tchizhov, you spiteful, 
mischievous woman. I’ll give the boy a hiding. 
Catch him, catch him, he was laughing at me!” 

The woman guffawed. But Kolya was by 
now a long way off, marching along with a tri- 
umphant air.Smurov walked beside him, look- 
ing round at the shouting group far behind. 
He too was in high spirits, though he was still 
afraid of getting into some scrape in Kolya’s 
company. 

“What Sabaneyev did you mean?” he asked 
Kolya, foreseeing what his answer would be. 

“How do I know? Now there'll be a hub- 
bub among them all day. I like to stir up fools 
in every class of society. There’s ajfiothcr block- 
head, that peasant there. You ktlow, they say 
'there’s no one stupider than a stiipid French- 
man,’ but a stupid Russian shows it in his face 
just as much. Can’t you see it all over his face 
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that he is a fool, that peasant, eh?” 

”Let him alone, Kolya. Let's go on.” 

"Nothing could stop me. now I am once off. 
Hey, good morning, peasant!” 

A sturdy-looking peasant, with a round, sim- 
ple face and grizzled beard, who was walking 
by, raised his head and looked at the boy. He 
seemed not quite sober. 

"Good morning, if you are not laughing at 
me,” he said deliberately in reply. 

“And if I am?” laughed Kolya. 

“Well, a joke's a joke. Laugh away. I don't 
mind. There's no harm in a joke.” 

“I beg your pardon, brotlier, it was a joke.” 

“Well. God forgive you!” 

“Do you forgive me, too?” 

“I quite forgive you. Go along.” 

“I say, you seem a clever peasant.” 

“Cleverer than you,” the peasant answered 
unexpectedly, with the same gravity. 

“1 doubt it,” said Kolya, somewhat taken 
aback. 

“It’s true, though.” 

“Perhaps it is.” 

“It is, brother.” 

“Good-bye, peasant!” 

“Good-bye!” 

“There are all sorts of peasants,” Kolya ob- 
scr\'ed to Smurov after a brief silence. “How 
could 1 tell I had hit on a clever one? I am al- 
ways ready to recognise intelligence in the 
peasantry.” 

In the distance the cnthedral clock struck 
half-past eleven. The boys made haste and 
they walked as far as Captain Snegiryov's lodg- 
ing. a considerable distance, quickly and al- 
most in silence. Twenty paces from the house 
Kolya stopped and told Smurov to go on 
ahead and ask Karama/ov to come out to him. 

“One must sniff round a bit first,” he ob- 
served to Smurov. 

“Why ask him to come out?” Smurov pro- 
tested. “You go in; they will be awfully glad 
to see you. What's the sense of making friends 
in the frost out here?” 

“I know why 1 want to see him out here in 
the frost,” Kolya cut him short in the despotic 
tone he was fond of adopting with “small 
boys,” and Smurov ran to do his bidding. 

Chapter 4. The Lost Dog 

Kolya leaned against the fence with an air of 
dignity, waiting for Alyosha to appear. Yes, he 
had long wanted to meet him. He had heard 
a great deal about hkn from the boys, but 
hitherto he had always maintained an appear- 


ance of disdainful indifference when he was 
mentioned, and he had even “criticised” what 
he heard about Alyosha. But secretely he had 
a great longing to make his acquaintance; 
there was something sympathetic and attrac- 
tive in all he was told about Alyosha. So the 
present moment was important: to begin with, 
he had to show himself at his best, to show^ his 
independence. “Or he'll think of me as thir- 
teen and take me for a boy, like the rest of 
them. And what are these boys to him? I shall 
ask him when I get to know him. It's a pity 1 
am so short, though. Tuzikov is younger than 
I am, yet he is half a head taller. But I have a 
clever fate. I am not good-looking. I know I'm 
hideous, but I've a clever face. I mustn't talk 
too freely; if I fall into his arms all at once, he 
may think— Tf 00 ! how horrible if he should 
think !” 

Such were the thoughts that excited Kolya 
while he was doing his utmost to assume the 
most independent air. What distressed him 
roost was his being so short; he did not mind 
so much his “hideous” face, as being so short. 
On the wall in a corner at home he had the 
year before made a pencil-mark to show his 
height, and every two months since he anx- 
iously measured himself against it to see how 
much he had gained. But alas! he grew very 
slowly, and this sometimes reduced him al- 
most to despair. His face was in reality by no 
means “hideous”; on the contrary, it was rath- 
er attractive, with a fair, pale skin, freckled. 
His small, lively grey eyes had a fearless look, 
and often glowed with feeling. He had rather 
high cheekbones; small, very red, but not very 
thick, lips; his nose w^as small and unmistak- 
ably turned up. “I've a regular pug nose, a 
regular pug nose,” Kolya used to mutter to 
himself wdieii he looked in the looking-glass, 
and he always left it with indignation. “But 
perhaps I haven't got a clever face?” he some- 
times thought, doubtful even of that. But it 
must not be supposed that his mind was pre- 
occupied with his face and his height. On the 
contrary, however bitter the moments before 
the looking-glass were to him, he quickly for- 
got them, and forgot them for a long time, 
“abandoning himself entirely to ideas and to 
real life,” as he formulated it to himself. 

Alyosha came out quickly and hastened up 
to Kolya. Before he reached him, Kolya could 
sec that he looked delighted. “Can he be so 
glad to see me?” Kolya w»ondered, feeling 
pleased. We may note here, in^passing, that Al- 
yosha's appearance had undergone a complete 
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change since we saw him last. He had aban> 
doned his cassock and was wearing now a well- 
cut coat, a soft, round hat, and his hair had 
been cropped short. All this was very becom- 
ing to him, and he looked quite handsome. 
His charming face always had a good-hum- 
oured expression; but there was a gentleness 
and serenity in his good-humour. To Kolya’s 
surprise, Alyosha came out to him just as he 
was, without an overcoat. He had evidently 
come in haste. Pie held out his hand to Kolya 
at once. 

“Here you are at last I How anxious we’ve 
been to sec you I” 

“There were reasons which you shall know 
directly. Anyway, 1 am glad to make your ac- 
quaintance. I’ve long been hoping for an op- 
portunity, and have heard a gicat deal about 
you,’* Kolya muttered, a little breathless. 

“We should have met anyway. I’ve heard a 
great deal about you, too; but you’ve been a 
long lime coming here.’’ 

“Tell me, how are things going?’’ 

“Ilusha is very ill. He is certainly dying.” 

“How awful! You must admit that mcdkiiie 
is a fraud, Karamazov,” cried Kolya warmly. 

“Ilusha has mentioned you often, very often, 
even in his sleep, in delirium, you know. One 
can sec that you used to be very, \cry dear to 
him . . . before the incident . . . with the knife. 
. . . 'Fhen there’s another reasoii. . . . 'fell me, 
is that your dog?” 

“Yes, Perezvon.” 

“Not Zhutchka?” Alyosha looked at Kolya 
with eyes full of pity. “Is she lost for ever?” . 

“1 know you would all like it to be Zhiitch- 
ka. I've heard all about it,” Kolya smiled mys- 
teriously. “Listen, Karamazov, I’ll lell you all 
about it. I’hat’s what I came for: that’s what I 
asked you to come out here lor, to explain the 
whole episode to you before we go in,” he be- 
gan with animation. “You .sec, Karamazov, 
Ilusha came into the preparatory class last 
spring. Well, you know what our preparatory 
class is— a lot of small boys. 'Lhcy began teas- 
ing Ilusha at once. I am two classes higher up, 
and, of course, I only look on at them from a 
distance. I saw the boy was weak and small, 
but he wouldn't give in to them; he fought 
with them. I saw he was proud, and his eyes 
were full of fire. I like children like that. And 
they teased him all the more. 'I he worst of it 
was he was horribly dressed at the time, his 
breeches were too small for him, and there 
were holes in his boots. They worried him 
about it; they jeered at him. 'Fhat 1 can’t stand. 


I stood up for him at once, and gave it to them 
hot. I beat them, but they adore me, do you 
know. Karamazov?” Kolya boasted impulsive- 
ly; “but I am always font! of children. I’ve two 
chickens in my hands at home now— that’s 
what detained me to-day. So they left off beat- 
ing Ilusha and I took him under my protec- 
tion. I saw the boy was proud. I tell you that, 
the boy was proud; but in the end he became 
slavishly devoted to me: he did my slightest 
bidding, obeyed me as though I were God, 
tried to copy me. In the intervals between the 
classes he used to run to me at once, and I’d 
go about with him. On Sundays, too. They al- 
ways laugh when an older boy makes friends 
with a younger one like that: but that’s a 
prejudice. If it’s my fancy, that’s enough. I am 
teaching him, developing him. Why shouldn’t 
I develop him if I like him? Here you. Kara- 
mazov, have taken up with all these nestlings. 
I see you want to influence the younger gen- 
eration— to develop them, to be of use to them, 
ami I assure you this trait in your character, 
which I knew by hearsay, attracted me more 
than anything. Let us get to the point, though. 
I noticed that there was a sort of soltness and 
sentimentality coming over the boy, and you 
knt)W I have a positive hatred of this sheepish 
sentimentality, and 1 have had it from a baby. 
There were contradictions in him, too: he was 
proud, but he was slavishly devoted to me, 
and yet all at once his eyes would flash and 
he’d refuse 10 agree with me; he’d argue, fly 
into a rage. I used sometimes to propound cer- 
tain ideas; I could see that it was not so much 
that he disagreed with the ideas, but that he 
was simply rebelling against me. because I was 
cool in responding to his endearments. And 
so, in order to train him properly, the ten- 
derer he was, the colder I became. I did it on 
purpose: that was my idea. My object was to 
form his character, to lick him into shape, to 
make a man of him . . . and besides ... no 
doubt, you understand me at a word. Sud- 
denly I noticed for three clays in succession he 
was downcast and dejected, not because of iny 
coldness, but for something else, something 
more important. 1 wondeied what the tragedy 
was. I have pumped him and found out that 
he had somehow got to know Smerdyakov, 
who was footman to your late father— it was 
before his death, of course— and he taught the 
little fool a silly trick— that is, a brutal, nasty 
trick. He told him to take a piece of bread, to 
.stick a pin in it, and throw it to one of those 
hungi'y dogs who snap up anything without 
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biting it, and then to watch and see what 
would happen. So they prepared a piece of 
bread like that and threw it to Zhutchka, that 
shaggy dog there’s been such a fuss about. The 
people of the house it belonged to never fed 
it at all, though it barked all day. (Do you 
like that stupid barking, Karania/ov? I can’t 
stand it.) So it rushed at the bread, swallowed 
it, and l>egan to sqiiCcil; it turned round and 
round and ran away, squealing as it ran out 
of sight. That was llusha’s own account of it. 
He confessed it to me, and cried bitterly. He 
hugged me, shaking all over. He kept on re- 
peating *He ran away squealing': the sight of 
that haunted him. He was tormented by re- 
morse, I could see that. I took it seriously. I 
determined to give him a lesson for other 
things as well. So I must confess I wasn’t quite 
straightforward, and pretended to be more in- 
dignant perhaps than I was. ‘You’ve done a 
nasty thing,’ I said, ‘you are a scoundrel. I 
won’t tell of it, of course, but I shall have 
nothing more to do w'ith you for a time. I’ll 
think it over and let you know through Siiiu- 
rov’— that’s the boy who’s just come with me; 
he’s always ready to do anything for me— 
‘whether I w’ill have anything to do with you 
in the future or whether I give you up for 
good as a scoundrel.’ He was tremendously 
uj)set. I must own I felt I’d gone loo far as I 
spoke, but there was no help for it. I did wbat 
I thougJit besi at the lime. A day or two alter, 
I sent Sinurov to tell h.ni that I w’ould not 
speak to him again. That’s w'hat we call it 
w'hen tw'o schoolfellows refuse to have any- 
thing more to do with one another. Secretly 1 
only meant to send him to Coventry for a few 
days and then, if I saw signs of rcjientaiue, to 
hold out my hand to him again. I hat was my 
intention. But what do you think happened? 
He heard Smurov’s message, his eyes flashed. 
‘Tell Krassotkin for me,’ he cried, ‘that I will 
thiow’ bread with pins to all the dogs— all— all 
of them!’ ‘So he’s going in for a little temper, 
Wc must smoke it out of him.’ And 1 began to 
treat him wdth contempt; whenever I met him 
I turned aw^ay or .smiled san astically. And just 
then that affair with his father happened. You 
remember? You must realise that he was fear- 
fully w'c^rked up by what had happened al- 
ready. The boys, seeing I’d given him up, set 
on him and taunted him, shouting, ‘Wisp of 
ten*', wisp of tcjwl’ And he had .soon regular 
skirmishes with them, wdiiih 1 am very sorry 
for. They seem to ha^e given him one very 
bad beating. One day he flew at them all as 


they were coming out of school. I stood a few 
yards off, looking on. And, I sw'ear, I don’t re- 
member that I laughed; it was quite the other 
way, 1 felt awfully sorry for him; in another 
minute 1 w'ould have run up to take his part. 
But he suddenly met my eyes. I don’t know 
what he fane ied; but he pulled out a penknife, 
rushed at me, and struck at my thigh, here in 
my right leg. I didn’t move. I don’t mind own- 
ing I arn plucky sometimes, Karamazov. I sim- 
ply looked at him contemptuously, as though 
to say, ‘This is how you repay all my kindness! 
Do it again, if you like, I’m at your service.’ 
But he didn’t stab me again; he broke down; 
he was frightened at what he had done; he 
threw away the knife, burst out crying, and 
ran away. I did not sneak on him, of course, 
and I made them all keep c^uiet, so it shouldn’t 
come to the ears of the masters. I didn’t even 
tell my mother till it had healed up. And the 
wound w^as a mere scratch. And then I heard 
that the same day he’d been throwing stones 
and had bitten your finger— but you understand 
now what a state he was in! Well, it can’t be 
helped: it was stupid of me not to come and 
forgive him— that is, to make it up with him— 
when he was taken ill. I am sorry for it now. 
But I had a special reason. So now I’ve told 
you all about it . . . but I'm afraid it was stupid 
of me.” 

‘‘Oh, what a pity,” exclaimed Alyosha, with 
feeling, ‘‘that I dicln’t know before what terms 
you were on with him, or I'd have come to you 
long ago to beg you to go to him with me. 
Would you believe il, when he was feverish he 
talked about you in delirium. I didn’t know 
how much you were to him! And you’ve really 
not .succeccled in finding that dog? His father 
and tlic boys have been hunting all over the 
town for it. Would you believe it, since he’s 
been ill. I’ve three times heard him repeat 
with tears, ‘It’s becau.se I killed Zhutchka, fa- 
ther, that I am ill now. God is punishing me 
for it.’ He can’t get that idea out of his head. 
And if the dog were found and proved to be 
alive, one might almost lancy the joy would 
cure him. Wc have all rested our hopes on 
you.” 

“Tell me, what made you hope that I .should 
be the one to find him?” Kolya asked, with 
great curiosity. ‘‘Why did you reckon on me 
rather than anyone else?” 

“There was a report that you were looking 
for the dog. and that you would bring it when 
you'd found it. Smurov .said Mmiething of the 
sort. We’ve all been trying to persuade llusha 



28d The Brothers Karamazov 


that the dog is alive» that it's been seen. The 
boys brought him a live hare: he just looked at 
it, with a faint smile, and asked them to set it 
free in the fields. And so we did. His father has 
just this moment come back, bringing him a 
mastiff pup, hoping to comfort him with that; 
but I think it only makes it worse." 

“Tell me, Karamazov, what sort of man is 
the father? I know him, but what do you make 
of him— a mountebank, a buffoon?" 

"Oh no; there are people of deep feeling 
who have been somehow cruslied. Buffoonery 
in them is a form of resentful irony against 
those to whom they daren’t speak the truth, 
from having been for years humiliated and in- 
timidated by them. Believe me, Krassotkin. that 
sort of buffoonery is sometimes tragic in the 
extreme. His whole life now is centred in Ilu- 
sha, and if llusha dies, he will cither go mad 
with grief or kill himself. I feel almost cer- 
tain of that when I look at him now." 

"I understand you, Karamazov. I see you 
understand human nature." Kolya added, with 
feeling. 

"And as soon as I saw you with a dog, I 
thought it was Zhutchka you were bringing." 

"Wait a bit, Karamazov, perhaps we shall 
find it yet; but this is Perezvon. I'll let him go 
in now and perhaps it will amuse llusha more 
than the mastiff pup. Wait a bit, Karamazov, 
you will know something in a minute. But, 1 
say, I am keeping you here!" Kolya cried sud- 
denly. “YouVe no overcoat on in this bitter 
cold. You see what an egoist I am. Oh, we are 
all egoists, Karamazov 1" 

“Don't trouble; it is cold, but I don't often 
catch cold. Let us go in, though, and, by the 
way, what is your name? 1 know you arc called 
Kolya, but what else?" 

"Nikolay— Nikolay Ivanovitch Krassotkin, 
or, as they say in official documents, 'Krassot- 
kin son.* ” Kolya laughed for some reason, but 
added suddenly, “Of course I hate my name 
Nikolay." 

"Why so?" 

“It*s so trivial, so ordinary." 

"You are thirteen?" asked Alyosha. 

"No, fourteen— that is, I shall be fourteen 
very soon, in a fortnight. I'll confess one weak- 
ness of mine, Karamazov, just to you, since it's 
our first meeting, so that you may understand 
my character at once. 1 hate being asked my 
age, more than that . . . and in fact . . . there's 
a libellous story going about me, that last week 
I played robbers with the preparatory boys. 
It's a fact that 1 did play with them, but it's 


a perfect libel to say I did it for my own amuse- 
ment. 1 have reasons for believing that you've 
heard the story; but I wasn't playing for my 
own amusement, it was for the sake of the 
children, because they couldn't think of any- 
thing to do by themselves. But they've always 
got some silly talc. This is an awful town for 
gossip, 1 can tell you." 

"But what if you had been playing for your 
own amusement, what’s the harm?" 

“Come, I say, for my own amusement! You 
don't play horses, do you?" 

“But you must look at it like this,” said 
Alyosha, smiling. “Grown-up people go to the 
theatre and there the adventures of all sorts 
of heroes are represented— sometimes there are 
robbers and battles, too— and isn't that just the 
same thing, in a different form, of course? And 
young people's games of soldiers or robbers 
in their playtime are also art in its first stage. 
You know, they spring from the growing artis- 
tic instinctsof the young. And sometimes these 
games arc much better than performances in 
the theatre; the only difference is that people 
go there to look at the actors, while in these 
games the young people are the actors them- 
selves. But that’s only natural." 

"You think so? Is that your idea?" Kolya 
looked at him intently. "Oh, you know, that’s 
rather an interesting view. When 1 go home. 
I’ll think it over. I’ll admit I thought I might 
learn something from you. rvcj[ome to learn 
of you. Karamazov," Kolya concluded, in a 
voice full of spontaneous feeling. 

"And I of you," said Alyosha, smiling and 
pressing his hand. 

Kolya wasmuch pleased with Alyosha. What 
struck him most was that he treated him exact- 
ly like an equal and that he talked to him just 
as if he were "quite grown up." 

“I’ll show you something directly, Kara- 
mazov; it's a theatrical performance, too," he 
said, laughing nervously. “That's why I've 
come.” 

"Let us go first to the people of the house, 
on the left. All the boys leave their coats in 
there, because the room is small ind hot." 

"Oh, I’m only coming in for a minute. I’ll 
keep on my overcoat. Perezvon will stay here 
in the passage and be dead, lei, Perezvon, lie 
down and be dead! You see how he’s dead. I’ll 
go in first and explore, then I’ll whistle to him 
when I think fit, and you’ll see, he'll dash in 
like mad. Only Smurov must not forget to 
open the door at the moment. I'll arrange it 
all and you’ll sec something." 
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Chapter^. By Ilusha’s Bedside 
The room inhabited by the family of the re- 
tired captain Snegiryov is already familiar to 
the reader. It was close and crowded at that 
moment with a number of visitors. Several 
boys were sitting with Ilusha, and though all 
of them, like Smurov. were prepared to deny 
that it was Alyosha who had brought them and 
reconciled them with llusha, it was really the 
fact. All the art he had used had been to take 
them, one by one, to llusha, without “sheep- 
ish sentimentality," appearing to do so casual- 
ly and without design. It was a great consola- 
tion to llusha in his suffering. He was greatly 
touched by seeing the almost tender affection 
and sympathy shown him by these boys, who 
had been his enemies. Krassotkin was the only 
one missing and his absence was a heavy load 
on llu.sha's heart. Perhaps the bitterest of all 
his bitter memories was his stabbing Krassot- 
kin, who had been his one friend and protector. 
Clever little Smurov, who was the first to make 
it up with llusha. thought it was so. But when 
Smurov hinted to Krassotkin that Alyosha 
wanted to come and see him about something, 
the latter cut him short, bidding Smurov tell 
“Karamazov" at once that he knew best what 
to do, that he wan ted no one's advice, and that, 
if he went to see llusha, he would choose his 
own time for he had “his owm reasons." 

That was a fortnight before this Sunday. 
That was why Alyosha had not been to see 
him, as he had meant to. But though he w'aited, 
he sent Smurov to him twice again. Both times 
Krassotkin met him with a curt, impatient re- 
fusal, sending Alyosha a message not to bother 
him any more, that if he came himself, he, 
Krassotkin, would not go to llusha at all. Up 
to the very last day, Smurov did not know that 
Kolya meant to go to llusha that morning, 
and only the evening before, as he parted from 
Smurov, Kolya abruptly told him to wait at 
home for him next morning, for he would go 
with him to the Snegiryovs, but warned him on 
no account to say he was coming, as he wanted 
to drop in casually. Smurov obeyed. Smurov’s 
fancy that Kolya would bring back the lost dog 
was based on the words Kolya had dropped 
that “they must be asses not to find the dog, 
if it was alive." When Smumv, waiting for an 
opportunity, timidly hinted at his guess about 
the dog, Krassotkin flew into a violent rage. 
‘Tm not such an ass as to go hunting about 
the town for other people's dogs when I’ve 
got a dog of my own! And how can you im- 


agine a dog could be alive after swallowing a 
pin? Sheepish* sentimentality, that’s what it 
is!" 

For the last fortnight llusha had not left 
his little bed under the ikons in the corner. 
He had not been to school since tlie day he 
met Alyosha and bit his finger. He was taken 
ill the same day, though for a month afterwards 
he was sometimes able to get up and walk 
about the room and passage. But latterly he 
had become so weak that he could not move 
without help from his father. His father was 
terribly concerned about him. He even gave 
up drinking and was almost crazy with terror 
that his boy would die. And often, especialh 
after leading him round the room on his ann 
and putting him back to bed, he would run to 
a dark corner in the passage and, leaning his 
head against the wall, he would break into 
paroxysms of violent weeping, stilling his sobs 
that they might not be heard by llusha. 

Returning to the room, he would usually be- 
gin doing something to amuse and comfort 
his precious boy: he would tell him stories, 
funny anecdotes, or would mimic comic peo- 
ple he had happened to meet, even imitate the 
howls and cries of animals. But llusha could 
not bear to see his father fooling and playing 
the buffoon. Though the boy tried not to show 
how he disliked it, he saw with an aching heart 
that his father was an object of contempt, and 
he was continually haunted by the memory of 
the “wisp of tow" and that “terrible day." 

Nina, llusha 's gentle, crippled sister, did not 
like her father's buffoonery either (Varvara had 
been gone for some time past to Petersburg to 
study at the university). But the half-imbecile 
mother was greatly diverted and laughed 
heartily when her husband began capering 
about or performing something. It was the only 
way she could be amused; all the rest of the 
time she was grumbling and complaining that 
now everyone had forgotten her, that no one 
treated her with respect, that she was slighted, 
and so on. But during the last lew days she 
had completely changed. She began looking 
constantly at llusha's bed in the corner and 
seemed lost in thought. She was more silent, 
quieter, and, if she cried, she cried quietly so 
as not to be heard. The captain noticed the 
change in her with mournful perplexity. The 
boys' visits at first only angered her, but later 
on their merry shouts and stories began to di- 
vert her, and at last she liked them so much 
that, if the boys had given >ip coming, she 
would have felt dreary without them. When 
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the children told some story or played a game, 
she laughed and clapped her h^ds. She called 
some of them to her and kissed them. She was 
particularly fond of Smurov. 

As for the captain, the presence in his room 
of the children, who came to cheer up llusha, 
filled his heart from the first with ecstatic joy. 
Pie even hoped that llusha would now get 
over his depression, and that that would hasten 
his recovery. In spite of his alarm about Ilu- 
slia, he had not. till lately, felt one minute's 
doubt of his boy's ultimate recovery. 

He met his little visitors with homage, waited 
upon them hand and foot; he was ready to be 
their horse and even began letting them ride 
on his back, but llusha did not like the game 
and it was given up. He began buying little 
things for tlicm, gingerbrcatl and nuts, gave 
them tea and cut them sandwiches. It must be 
noted that all this time he had plenty of money. 
He had taken tlie two hundred roubles from 
Katerina Ivanovna just as Alyosha had pre- 
dicted he would. And afterwards Katerina 
Ivanovna, learning more about their circum- 
stances and Ilusha's illness, visited them her- 
self, made the acquaintance of the family, 
and succeeded in fascinating the half-imbecile 
mother. Since then she had been lavish in help- 
ing them, and the captain, terror-stricken at 
the thought that his boy might be dying, for- 
got his pride and humbly accepted her assist- 
ance. 

All this time Doctor Herzenstube, who was 
called in by Katerina Ivanovna, came punctu- 
ally every other day, but little was gained by 
his visits and he dosed the invalid mercilessly. 
But on that Sunday morning a new doctor was 
expected, who had come from Moscow, where 
he had a great reputation. Katerina Ivanovna 
had sent for him from Moscow at great expense, 
not expressly for llusha, but for another ob- 
ject of which more will be said in its place 
hereafter. But, as he had come, she had asked 
him to see llusha as well, and the captain had 
been told to expect him. He hadn’t the slight- 
est idea that Kolya Krassotkin was coining, 
though he had long wished for a visit from the 
boy for whom llusha was fretting. 

At the moment when Krassotkiii opened the 
door and came into the room, the captain and 
all the boys were round Ilusha’s bed, looking 
at a tiny mastiff pup, which had only been 
born the day before, though the captain had 
bespoken it a week ago to comfort and amuse 
llusha, who was still fretting over the lost and 
probably dead Zhutchka. llusha, who had 


heard three days before that he was to be pre- 
sented with a puppy, not an ordinary puppy, 
but a pedigree mastiff (a very important point, 
of course), tried from delicacy of feeling to pre- 
tend that he was pleased. But his father and 
the boys could not help seeing that the puppy 
only served to recall to his little heart the 
thought of the unhappy dog he had killed. 7'he 
puppy lay beside him feebly moving and he, 
smiling sadly. stn>ked it with his thin, pale, 
wasted hand. Clearly he liked the puppy, but 
... it wasn’t Zhutchka; if he could have had 
Zhutchka and the puppy, too. then he would 
have been tompletely happy. 

“Krassotkin!” cried one of the boys sudden- 
ly. He was the first to see him come in. 

Krassotkin’s entrance made a general sensa- 
tion: the boys moved away and stood on each 
side of the bed, so that he could get a full view 
of llusha. 'The captain ran eagerly to meet 
Kolya. 

“Please tome in . . . you are welcome!” he 
said hurriedly, ‘‘llusha, Mr. Krassotkin has 
come to sec you!” 

But Krassotkin, shaking hands with him 
hurriedly, instantly showed his complete knowl- 
edge of themannersol good society. He turned 
first to the captain’s wife sitting in her arm- 
chair, who was very ill-huinoured at the mo- 
ment, and was grumbling that the boys stood 
between her and Ilusha's bed and did not let 
her sec the new puppy. With the greatest cour- 
tesy he made her a bow, scraping his foot, and 
turning to Nina, he made her, as the only other 
lady present, a similar bow. This polite be- 
haviour made an extremely favourable im- 
pression on the deranged lady. 

“There, you can see at once he is a young 
man that has been well brought up,” she com- 
mented aloud, throwing up her hands; “But 
as for our other visitors they cc^me in one on 
the top of another.” 

“How do you mean, mamma, one on the 
top of another, how is that?” muttered the cap- 
tain affectionately, though a little anxious on 
her account. 

“77iat’s how they ride in. They get on each 
other’s shoulders in the passage and prance in 
like that on a respectable family. Strange sort 
of visitors!” 

“But who's cenne in like that, mamma?” 

“Why, that boy came in riding on that one's 
back and this one on that one's.” 

Kolya was already by Ilusha’s bedside. The 
sick boy turned visibly paler. He raised himself 
in the bed and looked intently at Kolya. Kolya 
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had not seen his little friend for two months, 
and he was overwhelmed at the sight of him. 
He had never imagined that he would see such 
a wasted, yellow face, such enormous, feverish- 
ly glowing eyes and such thin little hands, lie 
saw, with grieved surprise, llusha's rapid, hard 
breathing and dry lips. He stepped close to 
him, held out his hand, and almost over- 
whelmed, he said: 

“Well, old man . . . how are you?*’ But his 
voice failed him, he couldn’t achieve an ap- 
pearance of ease: his face suddenly twitched 
and the corners of his mouth (|iiivered. llusha 
smiled a pitiful little smile, still unable to ut- 
ter a word. .Something moved Kolya to raise 
his hand and pass it over llusha’s hair. 

“Never mind!" he murmured softly to him 
to cheer him up, or perhaps not knowing why 
he said it. For a minute they w'cre silent again. 

“Hallo, so you’ve got a new puppy?’’ Kolya 
said suddenly, in a most callous voice. 

“Ye— es,*’ answered llusha ill a long whisper, 
gasping lor breath. 

“A black nose, that means he’ll be fierce, a 
good house-dog,” Kc*lva observed gravely and 
stolidly, as if the only thing he cared about 
was the puppy and its blac k nose. But in reality 
he still had to do his utmost to control his 
feelings not to burst out crying like a child, 
and do what he would he could not control 
it. “When it grows up, you’ll have to keep it 
on the chain. I'm sure.” 

“He’ll be a huge dog!" cried one of the boys. 

“Of course he will,” “a mastiff,” “large,” 
“like this,” “as big as a calf,” shouted several 
voices. 

“As big as a calf, as a real calf,” chimed in 
the caj)tain. “1 got one like that on purpose, 
one of the fiercest breed, and his parents arc 
huge and very fierce, they stand as high as this 
from the floor. . . . Sit down here, on llusha’s 
bed, or here on the bench. You are welcome, 
we’ve been hoping to sec you a long time. . . . 
You were so kind as to come with Alexey Fyo- 
dorov itch?” 

Krassotkin sat on the edge of the bed, at 
llusha’s feet. Though he had perhaps prepared 
a free-and-easy opening for the con versa lion 
on his way, now he completely lost the thread 
of it. 

“No ... 1 came with Perezvon. I’ve got a dog 
now, called Pere/von. A Slavonic name. He’s 
out there ... if I whistle, he’ll run in. I’ve 
brought a dog, too,” he said, addressing llusha 
all at once. “Do you rcimember Zhutchka, old 
man?” he suddenly fired the question at him. 
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llusha’s little face quivered. He looked with 
an agonised expression at Kolya. Alyosha, 
standing at the door, frowned and signed to 
Kolya not to speak of Zhutchka, but he did 
not or would not notice. 

“Where ... is Zhutchka?” llusha asked in a 
broken voice. 

“Oh well, my boy, your Zhutchka’s lost and 
done for!” 

llusha did not speak, but he fixed an intent 
gaze once more on Kolya. Alyosha, catching 
Kolya’s eye, signed to him vigourously again, 
but he turned away his eyes pretending not to 
have noticed. 

“It must have run away and died somewhere. 
It must have died alter a meal like that,” 
Kolya pronounced pitilessly, though he seemed 
a little breathless. “But I've got a dog, Perez- 
von ... A Slavonic name. . . . I’ve brought him 
to show )ou.” 

“I don’t wain him!” said llusha suddenly. 

“No, no, you rpally must sec him ... it will 

amuse you. 1 brought him on purpose He’s 

the same sort of shaggy dog. . . . You allow me 
to call in my dog, madam?” He suddenly ad- 
dressed ^^aclamc Snegiryov, with inexplicable 
excitement in his manner. 

“1 don’t want him, 1 don’t want him!” cried 
llusha, with a mournful break in his voice. 
There was a rcproachlul light in his eyes. 

“You’d better,” the captain started up Irom 
the chest by the wall on which he had just sat 
down, “you’d better . . . another time,” he 
muttered, but Kolya could not be restrained. 
He hurriedly shouted to Smurov, “Open the 
door,” and as soon as it was open, he blew his 
whistle. Perezvon dashed headlong into the 
room. 

“Jump, Perezvon, beg! Beg! ’’shouted Kolya, 
jumping up, and the dog stcwul erect on its 
hincl-legs by llusha’s bedside. What followed 
was a surprise to everyone: llusha started, 
lurched violently forward, bent over Pere/von 
and ga/ed at him, faint with suspense. 

“It’s . . . Zhutchka!” he cried suddenly, in a 
voice breaking with joy and suflering. 

“.And who did you think it was?” Krassotkin 
shouted with all his might, in a ringing, happy 
voice, and bending down he seized the dog 
and lifted him up to llusha. 

‘Took, old man, you see, blind of one eye 
and the left ear is lorn, just the marks you de- 
scribed to me. It was by that I found him. I 
found him directly. He did not belong to any- 
oiicl” he explained, lurningcijfciickly to the cap- 
tain, to his wife, to Alyosha and then again to 
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Ilusha. ”Hc used to live in the Fedotovs' back- 
yard. Though he made his home there, they 
did not feed him. He was a stray dog that had 

run away from the village ... I found him 

You sec, old man, he couldn’t have swallowed 
what you gave him. If he had, he must have 
died, he must have! So he must have spat it 
out, since he is alive. You did not see him do 
it. But the pin pricked his tongue, that is why 
he squealed. He ran away squealing and you 
thought he’d swallowed it. He might well 
squeal, because the skin of dogs’ mouths is so 
tender . . . tenderer than in men. much ten- 
derer!” Kolya cried impetuously, his face glow- 
ing and radiant with delight. Ilusha could not 
speak. White asashect.hega/cd open-mouthed 
at Kolya, with his great eyes almost starting 
out of his head. And if Krassotkin. who had no 
suspicion of it, had known what a disastrous 
and fatal effect such a moment might have on 
the sick child’s health, nothing would have in- 
duced him to play such a trick on him. But 
Alyosha was perhaps the only person in the 
room who realised it. As for the captain he be- 
haved like a small child. 

”Zhutchka! It’s Zhutchka!” he cried in a 
blissful voice, ”llusha, this is Zhutchka, your 
Zhutchka! Mamma, this is Zhutchka!” He was 
almost w’eeping. 

“And 1 never guessed!” cried Smurov re- 
gretfully. “Bravo, Krassotkin! I said he’d find 
the dog and here he's found him.” 

“Here he’s found him!” another boy re- 
peated gleefully. 

“Krassotkin’s a brick!” cried a third voice. ' 

“He’s a brick, he's a brick!” cried the other 
boys, and they began clapping. 

“Wait, wait,” Krassotkin did his utmost to 
shout above them all. ‘Til tell you how it hap- 
pened, that’s the whole point. I found him. I 
took him home and hid him at once. I kept 
him locked up at home and did not show him 
to anyone till to-day. Only Smurov has known 
for the last fortnight, but I assured him this 
dog was called Perezvon and he did not guess. 
And meanwhile I taught the dog all sorts of 
tricks. You should only see all the things he 
can do! I trained him so as to bring you a well- 
trained dog, in good condition, old man, so as 
to be able to say to you, 'See, old man, what a 
fine dog your Zhutchka is now!’ Haven’t you 
a bit of meat? He’ll show you a trick that will 
make you die with laughing. A piece of meat, 
haven’t you got any?” 

The captain ran across the passage to the 
landlady, where their cooking was done. Not 


to lose precious time, Kolya, in desperate haste, 
shouted to Perezvon, “Dead!” And the dog 
immediately turned round and lay on his back 
with its fourpaw^s in the air. The boys laughed. 
Ilusha looked on with the same suffering smile, 
but the person most delighted with the dog’s 
performance was “mamma.” She laughed at 
the dog and began snapping her fingers and 
calling it. “Perezvon, Perezvon!” 

“Nothing will make him get up, nothing!” 
Kolya cried triumphantly, proud of his suc- 
cess. “He won't move for all the shouting in 
the world, but if I call to him, he’ll jump up in 
a minute. Id, Perezvon!” The dog leapt up 
and bounded about, whining with delight. 
The captain ran back with a piece of cooked 
beel. 

“Is it hot?” Kolya inquired hurriedly, with 
a business-like air, taking the meat. “Dogs 
don’t like hot things. No, it’s all right. Look, 
everybody, look. Ilusha. look, old man; why 
aren’t you looking? He docs not lool at him, 
now» I've brought him.” 

The new trick consisted in making the dog 
stand motionless with his nose out and putting 
a tempting morsel of meat just on his nose. 
The luckless dog had to stand without moving, 
ivith the meat on his nose, as long as his mas- 
ter chose to keep him, without a movement, 
perhaps for half an hour. But he kept Perez- 
von only for a brief moment. 

“Paid for!” cried Kolya, and the meat passed 
in a flash from the dog’s nose to his mouth. 
The audience, of course, expressed enthusiasm 
and surprise. 

“Can you really have put off coming all this 
time simply to train the dog?” exclaimed Alyo- 
sha, w^ith an involuntary note of reproach in 
his voice. 

“Simply for that!”an.swcred Kolya, with per- 
fect simplicity. “I wanted to show him in all 
his glory.” 

“Perezvon! Perezvon,” called Ilusha sudden- 
ly, snapping his thin fingers and beckoning to 
the dog. 

“What is it? Let him jump up on the bed! 
Id, Perc/von!” Kolya slapped the bed and 
Perezvon darted up by Ilusha. The boy threw 
both arms round his head and Perezvon in- 
stantly licked his cheek. Ilusha crept c*ose to 
him, stretched himself out in bed and hid his 
face in the df)g’s shaggy coat. 

“Dear, dear!” kept exclaiming the captain. 
Kolya sat down again on the edge of the bed. 

“Ilusha, I can show you another trick. I’ve 
brought you a little cannon. You remember, 1 
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told you about it before and you said how 
much you'd like to see it. Well, here, I've 
brought it to you." 

And Kolya hurriedly pulled out of his satch- 
el the little bronze cannon. He hurried, be- 
cause he was happy himself. Another time he 
would have waited till the sensation made by 
Perezvon had passed off, now he hurried on, 
regardless of all consideration. "You are all 
happy now," he felt, "so here's something to 
make you happier!" He was perfectly en- 
chanted himself. 

"rvc been coveting this thing for a long 
while; it's for you, old man, it's for you. It be- 
longed to Morozov, it was no use to him, he 
had it from his brother. I swopped a hook 
from father's book-case for it, A Kinsman of 
Mahomet, or Salutary Folly, 2 l scandalous book 
published in Moscow a hundred years ago, be- 
fore they had any censorship. And Morozov 
has a taste for such things. He was grateful to 
me, too. . . ." 

Kolya held the cannon in his hand so that 
all could see and admire it. Ilusha raised him- 
self, and, with his n'ght arm still round the 
dog, he gazed enchanted at the toy. The sensa- 
tion was even greater when Kolya announced 
that he had gunpowder too, ancl that it could 
be fired off at once "if it w^on't alarm the 
ladies." "Mamma" immediately asked to look 
at the toy closer and her retpiest was granted. 
She was much pleased with the little bronze 
cannon on wheels and began rolling it to and 
fro on her lap. She readily gave permission for 
the cannon to be fired, without any idea of 
what she had been asked. Kolya showed the 
powder and the shot. The captain, as a mili- 
tary man, undertook to load it, putting in a 
minute quantity of powder. He asked that the 
shot might be pul off till another time. The 
cannon was put on the floor, aiming towards 
an empty part of the room, three grains of 
powder were thrust into the touchhole and a 
match was put to it. A magnificent explosion 
followed. Mamma was startled, but at once 
laughed with delight.'! he boys gazed in speech- 
less triumph. But the captain, looking at Ilu- 
sha, was more enchanted than any of them. 
Rolya picked up the cannon and immediately 
presented it to 1 lusha, together with the powder 
and the shot. 

"1 got it for you, for you! I’ve been keeping 
it for you a long time," he repeated once more 
in his delight. 

"Oh, give it to me! No, give me the cannon!” 
mamma began begging like a little c hild. Her 


face showed a piteous fear that she would not 
get it. Kolya was disconcerted. The captain 
fidgeted uneasily. 

"Mamma, mamma," he ran to her, "the can- 
non's yours, of course, but let Ilusha have it, 
because it's a present to him, but it's just as 
good as yours. Ilusha will always let you play 
with it; it shall belong to both of you, both of 
you.” 

"No, I don’t want it to belong to both of 
us; I want it to be mine altogether, not Ilu- 
sha’s," persisted mamma, on the point of tears. 

"Take it, mother, here, keep it!" Ilusha 
cried. "Krassotkin.mayl give it to my mother?” 
he turned to Krassotkin with an imploring 
face, as though he were afraid he might be 
offended at his giving his present to someone 
else. 

"Of course you may,” Krassotkin assented 
heartily, and, taking the cannon from Ilusha, 
he handed it himself to mamma with a polite 
bow. She was so touched that she cried. 

"Ilusha, darling, he's the one who loves his 
mamma!" she said tenderly, and at once began 
wheeling the cannon to and fro on her lap 
again. 

"Mamma, let me kiss your hand." The cap- 
tain darted up to her at once and did so. 

"And I never saw such a charming fellow as 
this nice boy," said the grateful lady, pointing 
to Krassotkin. 

"And I'll bring you as much powder as you 
like, Ilusha. We make the powder ourselves 
now. Borovikov found out how it’s made— 
twenty-four parts of saltpetre, ten of sulphur 
and six of birch wood charcoal. It's all pounded 
together, mixed into a paste with water and 
rubbed through a tammy sieve— that's how it's 
done." 

"Smurov told me about your powder, only 
father says it’s not real gunpowder," responded 
Ilusha. 

"Not real?” Kolya flushed. “It burns. I don't 
know, of course.” 

"No, 1 didn’t mean that," put in the captain 
with a guilty face. "1 only said that real powder 
is not made like that, but that’s nothing, it 
can be made so." 

"I don’t kno\v, you know best. We lighted 
some in a pomatum pot, it burned splendidly, 
it all burnt away leaving only a tiny ash. But 
that was only the paste, and if you rub it 
through ... but of course you know best, I 
don’t know. . . And Bulkin’s father thrashed 
him on account ol our powd^, did you hear?" 
he turned to Ilusha. 
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“Yes,” answered Ilusha. He listened to Kolya 
with immense interest and enjoyment. 

“We had prepared a whole bottle of it and 
he used to keep it under his bed. His father 
saw it. He said it might explode, and thrashed 
him on the spot. He was going to make a com- 
plaint against me to the masters. He is not al- 
lowed to go about w'ith me now. no one is al- 
lowed to go about with me now. Smurov is not 
allowed to either; I*ve got a bad name with 
everyone. They say I’m a ‘desperate char- 
acter,’ ” Kolya smiled scornfully. “It all began 
from what happened on the railway.” 

“Ah, we’ve heard of that exploit of yours, 
too,” cried the captain. “How could you lie 
still on the line? Is it po.ssible you weren’t the 
least afraid, lying there under the train? 
Weren’t you frightened?” 

I'he captain was abject in his flattery of 
Kolya. 

“N—not particularly,” answered Kolya care- 
lessly. “W'hat’s blasted iiiy reputation more than 
anything here w’as that cursed goose,” he .said, 
turning again to Ilusha. But though he as- 
sumed an unconcerned air as he talked, he 
still could not control himself and was con- 
tinually missing the note he tried to keep up. 

“Ah! I heard about the goose!” Ilusha 
laughed, beaming all over. “They told me, but 
I didn’t understand. Did they really take you 
to the court?” 

“The most stupid, trivial affair, they made 
a mountain of a mole-hill as they always do,” 
Kolya began carelessly. “I was walking through 
the market-place here one day, just when they’d* 
driven in the geese. I stopped and looked at 
them. All at once a fellows w'ho is an errand- 
boy at Plotnikov’s now, looked at me and said, 
‘What are you looking at the geese for?’ I 
looked at him; he w'as a .stupid, moon-faced 
fellow of twrenty. I am always on the side of the 
peasantry, you know. I like talking to the peas- 
ants. . . . We’ve dropped behind the pcasants— 
that's an axiom. I believe you are laughing, 
Karamazov?” 

“No, Heaven forbid, I am listening,” said 
Alyosha with a most good-natured air, and the 
sensitive Kolya was immediately rca.ssured. 

“My theory, Karamazov, is clear and sim- 
ple,” he hurried on again, looking plea.scd. “I 
believe in the people and am always glad to 
give them their due, but I am not for spoiling 
them, that is a sine qua non . . . But 1 w'as tell- 
ing you about the goose. So I turned to the 
fool and answered, *I am wondering what the 
goose thinks about.’ He looked at me quite 


stupidly, ‘And what does the goose think 
about?’ he asked. ‘Do you sec that cart full of 
oats?’ I said. 'The oats are dropping out of the 
sack, and the goo.se has put its neck right un- 
der the w'heel to gobble them up— do you see?’ 
‘I see that quite well,’ he said. ‘Well,’ .said I, 
‘if that cart w'cre to move on a little, would it 
break the goose’s neck or not?’ ‘It’d be sure to 
break it,’ and he grinned all over his face, 
highly delighted. ‘Come on, then,’ .said I, ‘let’s 
try.* ‘Let’s,’ he .said. And it did not take us 
long to arrange: he stood at the bridle without 
being noticed, and 1 stood on one side to direct 
the goose. And the owner wasn’t looking, he 
tvas talking to someone, so I had nothing to 
do, the goose thrust its head in after the oats 
of itself, under the cart, just under the wheel. 
I winked at the lad, he tugged at the bridle, 
and crack. The goose’s nc(k was broken in 
half. And, as luck w'ould have it. all the peas- 
ants saw us at that moment and they kicked 
up a .shindy at once. ‘You did that on purpose!’ 
‘No, not on purpose.’ ‘Yes, you did, on pur- 
pose!’ Well, they .shouted, ‘Take him to the 
justice of the peace!’ I'hey took me, too. 'You 
were there, too,’ they said, ‘you helped, you’re 
known all over the market!’ And. for some rea- 
son, I really am known all over the market,” 
Kolya added conteitcdly. “We all went off to 
the justite’s, they brought the goose, tf)o. The 
fellow was crying in a great funk, simply blub- 
bering like a woman. And the farmer kept 
shouting that you could kill any number of 
gee.se like that. Well, oi course, there w'ere wit- 
ne.sses. The justice of the peace settled it in a 
minute, that the farmer was to be paid a rouble 
for the goo.se, and the fellow to have the goo.se. 
And he was warned not to plav such pranks 
again. And the fellow kept blubbering like a 
woman. ‘It wasn’t me,’ he said, ‘it w'as he egged 
me on,’ and he pointed to me. I answ'ered with 
the utmost compo.sure that I hadn’t egged him 
on, that I simply stated the general proposi- 
tion, had .spoken hypothetically. I'he justice 
of tlie peace .smiled and w^as vexed wdth him- 
self once for having smiled. Til complain to 
your masters ot you, .so that for the future you 
mayn’t waste your time on such general prcjp- 
ositions, instead of silting at your books and 
learning your les.sons.’ He didn’t complain to 
the masters, that was a jcjke.but the matter was 
noised abroad and came to the ears of the mas- 
ters. Their ears are long, you know! The clas- 
sical master, K(.>lbasnikov, was particularly 
shocked about it, but Dardanelov got me off 
again. But Kolbasnikov is savage with every- 
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one now like a g^een ass. Did you know, Ilu- 
sha, he is just married, got a dowry of a thou- 
sand roubles, and his bride’s a regular fright 
of the first rank and the last degree. The third- 
class fellows wrote an epigram on it: 

Astminding news has reached the class, 
Kidbasnikm) has been an ass. 

And so on. awfully funny, I'll bring it to you 
later on. I say nothing against Dardanelov. he 
is a learned man, there’s no doubt about it. I 
respect men like that and it’s not because he 
stood up for me.” 

“But you took him down about the founders 
of Troyl” Smurov put in suddenly, uumistak- 
ably proud of Krassotkin at such a moment. 
He was particularly pleased with the story of 
the goose. 

“Did you really take him down?” the captain 
incjuired,in a flattering way. “On thecjuestion 
who founded Troy? VVe heard of it,llusha told 
me about it at the time.” 

“He knows everything, father, he knows 
more than any of us!” put in Ilusha; “he only 
pretends to be like ^hat, but really he is top in 
every subject . . 

Ilusha looked at Kolya with infinite hap- 
piness. 

“Oh. that’s all nonsense about Troy, a triv- 
ial matter. I consider this an unimportant 
(piestion.” said Kolya with haughty humility. 
He had by now (ompletely recovered his dig- 
nity, though he was still a little uneasy. He felt 
tha( he was greatly excited and that he had 
talked al)out the goose, for instance, with too 
little reserve, while Alyoslia had hioked serious 
and hatl not said a word all the time. And the 
vain boy began by degrees to Jiave a rankling 
fear that Alyosha was silentbccausche despised 
him, and thought he was showing oil before 
him. It he dared to think anything like that, 
Kolya would 

“I regard the c]uestion as quite a trivial 
one,” he rapped out again, proudly. 

"And I know who founded Troy,” a boy, 
who had not spoken before, said suddenly to 
the surprise of everyone. He was silent and 
seemed to be shy. He was a pretty boy of abtmt 
eleven, called Kaitashov. He was sitting near 
the door. Kolya looked at him with dignified 
ama/emenr. 

The factwasthat theidentityof thefrmnders 
of Troy had become a secret for the whole 
school, a secret which could only be discovered 
by reading Smaragdov.andiioonehad Sniarag- 
dov but Kolya. One day, when Kolya’s back 
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was turned. Kartashov hastily opened Smarag- 
dov, which lay among Kolya’s books, and im- 
mediately lighted on the passage relating to 
the foundation of I'roy. This was a good time 
ago. but he felt uneasy and could not bring 
himself to announce publicly that he too knew 
who had founded Troy, afraid of what might 
happen and of Krassotkin’s somehow putting 
him to shame over it. But now he couldn’t re- 
sist saying it. For weeks he had been longing to. 

“Well, who did found it?” asked Kolya, turn- 
ing to him with haughty superciliousness. He 
saw from his fate that he really did know and 
at once made up his mind how to take it. 
I’here was, so to speak, a discordant note in 
the general harmony. 

" Froy was founded by Teucer, Dardanus, 
Ilius and Tros,” the boy rapped out at once, 
and in the same instant he blushed, blushed 
so, that it was painful to look at him. But the 
boys stared at liim, stared at him for a whole 
minute, and then all the staring eyes turned 
at once and were fastened upon Kolya, who 
was still scanning the audacious boy w'ith dis- 
dainful composure. 

“In what sense did they found it?” he 
deigned to comment at last. “And what is meant 
by lounding a city or a state? What do they do? 
Did they go and each lay a brick, do you sup- 
pose?” 

There was laughter. The offending boy 
turned from pink to cninson. He was silent 
and on the y)oint of tears. Kolya held him so 
for a minute. 

“Before you talk of a historical event like 
the foundation of a nationality, you must first 
understand what you mean by it,” he admon- 
ished him in stern, incisive tones. “But I at- 
tach no conse(|ucnce to these old wives’ tales 
and I don’t think much of universal hisU^ry 
in general.” he added carelessly, addressing 
the company generally. 

“ITniversal history?” the captain incpiired, 
looking almost stared. 

"Yes, universal history! It’s the study of the 
sue t cssivc follies of mankind and nothing more. 
The only subjet ts 1 respect are mathematics 
anti natural science.” said Kolya. He was show- 
ing off and he stole a glance at Alyosha: his 
was the only opinion he was afraid of there. 
But Alyosha was still silent and still serious as 
before. If Alyosha had said a word it Avould 
have stopped him. but Alyosha was silent and 
“it might be the sileiueof contempt,” and that 
filially irritated Kolya. " 

“'I'he classical languages, too . . . they are 
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simply madness, nothing more. You seem to 
disagree with me again, Karamazov?’* 

*‘l don’t agree,” said Alyosha, with a faint 
smile. 

"The study of the classics, if you ask my 
opinion, is simply a police measure, that’s sim- 
ply why it has been introduced into our 
schools.” By degrees Kolya began to get breath- 
less again. "Latin and Greek were introduced 
because they are a bore and because they stu- 
pefy the intellect. It was dull before, so what 
could they do to make things duller? It was 
senseless enough before, so what could they 
do to make it more senseless? So they thought 
of Greek and Latin. That’s my opinion. I hope 
1 shall never change it,” Kolya finished abrupt- 
ly. His cheeks were flushed. 

"That’s true,” assented Sinurov suddenly, 
in a ringing tone of conviction. He had lis- 
tened attentively. 

"And yet he is first In I.atin himself,” cried 
one of the group of boys suddenly. 

"Yes, father, he says that and yet he is first in 
Latin,” echoed Ilusha. 

"What of it?” Kolya thought fit to defend 
himself, though the praise was very sweet to 
him. "I am fagging away at Latin because I 
have to, because I promised my mother to pass 
my examination, and I think that whatever 
you do, it’s worth doing it w'cll. But in my soul 
I have a profound contempt for the classics 
and all that fraud. . . . You don’t agree, Kara- 
mazov?” 

"Why ‘fraud’?” Alyosha smiled again. 

"Well, all the classical authors have been • 
translated into all languages, so it was not for 
the sakeofstudying the classics they introduced 
Latin, but solely as a police measure, to stu- 
pefy the intelligence. So what can one call it 
but a fraud?” 

"Why, who taught you all this?” cried Alyo- 
sha, surprised at last. 

"In the first place I am capable of thinking 
for myself without being taught. Besides, what 
1 said just now about the classics being trans- 
lated our teacher Kolbasnikov has said to the 
whole of the third class.” 

"The doctor has come!” cried Nina, who 
had been silent till then. 

A carriage belonging to Madame Hohlakov 
drove up to tlie gate. The captain, who had 
been expecting the doctor all the morning, 
rushed headlong out to meet him. "Mamma” 
pulled herself together and assumed a digni- 
fied air. Alyosha went up to Ilusha and began 
setting his pillows straight. Nina, from her in- 


valid chair, anxiously watched him putting 
the bed tidy. The boys hurriedly took leave. 
Some of them promised to come again in the 
evening. Kolya called Perezvon and the dog 
jumped off the bed. 

"I won’t go away, I won’t go away,” Kolya 
said hastily to Ilusha. "I’ll wait in the passage 
and come back when the doctor’s gone, 1*11 
come back with Perezvon.” 

But by now the doctor had entered, an im- 
portant-looking person with long, dark whisk- 
ers and a shiny, shaven chin, wearing a bear- 
skin coat. As he crossed the threshold he 
stopped, taken aback; he probably fancied he 
had come to the wrong place. "How is this? 
Where am 1?” he muttered, not removing his 
coat nor his peaked sealskin cap. The crowd, 
the poverty of the room, the washing hanging 
on a line in the corner, puzzled him. The cap- 
tain, bent double, was bowing low before him. 

"It’s here, sir, here, sir,” he muttered cring- 
ingly: "it’s here, you’ve come right, you were 
coming to us . . .” 

"Sne-gi-ryov?” the doctor said loudly and 
pompously. "Mr. Snegiryov— is that you?” 

"I’hat’s me, sir!” 

"Ah!” 

I'iic doctor looked round the room with a 
squeamish air once more and threw off his coat, 
displaying to all eyes the grand decoration at 
his neck. The captain caught the fur coat in 
the air, and the doctor took off his cap. 

"Where is the patient?” he ask^d emphati- 
cally. 

Chapter 6, Precocity 

“What do you think the doctor will say to 
him?” Kolya asked quickly. "What a repulsive 
mug, though, hasn’t he? I can’t endure medi- 
cine!” 

"Ilusha is dying. I think that’s certain,” an- 
swered Alyosha, mournfully. 

"They are rogues! Medicine’s a fraud! I am 
glad to have made your acquaintance, though, 
Karamazov. I w'anted to know you for a long 
time. I am only sorry we meet in such sad cir- 
cumstances.” 

Kolya had a great inclination to say some- 
thing even warmer and more demonstrative, 
but he felt ill at ease. Alyodia noticed this, 
smiled, and pressed his hand. 

"I’ve long learned to respect yott as a rare 
person,” Kolya muttered again, faltering and 
uncertain. "I have heard you are a mystic and 
have been in the monastery. I know you are a 
mystic, but . . . that hasn’t put me off. Contact 
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with real life will cure you. . . . It*s always so 
with characters like yours.” 

“What do you mean by mystic? Cure me of 
what?” Alyosha was rather astonished. 

”Oh, God and all the rest of it.” 

“What, don't you believe in God?” 

“Oh, I’ve nothing against God. Of course, 
God is only a hypothesis, but ... I admit that 
He is needed ... for the order of the universe 
and all that . . . and that if there were no God 
He would have to be invented,” added Kolya, 
beginning to blush. He suddenly fancied that 
Alyosha might think he was trying to show off 
his knowledge and to prove that he was 
“grown up.” “1 haven't the slightest desire to 
show off my knowledge to him,” Kolya thought 
indignantly. And all of a sudden he felt horri- 
bly annoyed. 

“I must confess I can’t endure entering on 
such discussions,” he said with a final air. “It's 
possible for one who doesn’t believe in God to 
love mankind, don't you think so? Voltaire 
didn't believe in God and loved mankind?” 
(“I am at it again,” he thought to himself.) 

"Voltaire belicve-l in God, though not very 
miK h, 1 think, and I don’t think he loved man- 
kind very much either,” said Alyosha quietly, 
gently, and <|uite naturally, as though he were 
talking to someone of his own age, or even 
older. Kolya was particularly struck by Alyo- 
sha’s apparent diffidence about his opinion of 
Voltaire. He seemed to be leaving the question 
for him, little Kolya, to nettle. 

“Have y*)u read Voltaire?” .Alyosha finished. 

“No, not to say read. . . . But I've read Can- 
dide in the Russian translation ... in an ab- 
surd, grotesejue, old translation . . . (At it 
again! again!)” 

“And did you understand it?” 

“Oh, yes, everything. . . . That is . . . Why do 
you suppose I shouldn't understand it? There's 
a lot of nastiness in it, cd' course. ... Of course 
I can understand that it’s a philosophical 
novel and written to advocate an idea. . . .” 
Kolya was getting mixed by now. “1 am a So- 
cialist, Karamazov, 1 am an incurable Social- 
ist,” he announced suddenly, apropos of noth- 
ing. 

“A Socialist?” laughed Alyosha. “But when 
have you had time to become one? Why, I 
thought you were only thirteen?” 

Kolya winced. 

“In the first place I am not thirteen, but 
fourteen, fourteen in a fortnight,” he flushed 
angrily, “and in the second place 1 am at a 
complete loss to understand ^at my age has 
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to do with it? The question is what are my con- 
victions, not what is rny age, isn’t it?” 

“When you are older, you'll understand for 
yourself the influence of age on convictions. I 
fancied, too, that you were not expressing your 
own ideas,” Alyosha answered serenely and 
modestly, but Kolya interrupted him hotly: 

“Come, you want obedience and mysticism. 
You must admit that the Christian religion, 
for instance, has only been of use to the rich 
and the powerful to keep the lower classes in 
slavery. iThat's so, isn't it?” 

“Ah, I know where you read that, and 1 am 
sure someone told you so!” cried Alyosha. 

“I say, what makes you think I read it? And 
certainly no one told me so. I can think for my- 
self I am not opposed to Christ, if you like. 

He was a most humane person, and if He were 
alive to-day. He would be found in the ranks 
of the revolutionists, and would perhaps play 
a conspicuous part. . . . There's no doubt about 
that.” 

“Oh, where, where did you get that from? 
What fool have you made friends w'ith?” ex- 
claimed Alyosha. 

“Come, the truth will out! It has so chanced 
that I have often talked to Mr. Rakitin, of 
course, but . . . old Byelinsky said that, too, so 
they say.” 

“Byelinsky? I don't remember. He hasn't 
written that anywhere.” 

“If he didn't write it, they say he said it. I 
heard that from a . . . but never mind.” 

“And have you read Byelinsky?” 

“Well, no ... I haven’t read all of him, but 
... I read the passage about Tatyana, why she 
didn't go off with Onvegin.” 

“Didn't go off with Onyegin? Surely you 
don't . . . understand that already?” 

“Why, you seem to take me for little Smii- 
rov,” said Kolya, with a grin of irritation. “But 
please don't suppose 1 am such a revolutionist. 
I often disagree with Mr. Rakitin. Though I 
mention 'Fatyana.l am not at all for the eman- 
cipation of women. 1 acknowledge that women 
are a subject race and must obey. Les femmes 
tricoUent^ as Napoleon said.” Kolya, for some 
reason, smiled, "And on that question at least 
1 am quite of one mind w’ith that pseudo-great 
man. I think, too, that to leave one's own coun- 
try and fly to America is mean, worse than 
mean— silly. Why go to America when one may 
be of great service to hiunanity here? Now espe- 
cially. There’s a perfect mass of fruitful activ- 
ity open to us. 'rhat’s what I^Jtnswered.” 

‘Let the women knit. 
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“What do you mean? Answered whom? Has 
someone suggested your going to America al- 
ready?” 

“I must own, they’ve been at me to go, but I 
declined. That’s between ourselves, of course, 
Karamazov; do you hear, not a word to any- 
one. I say this only to you. 1 am not at all anx- 
ious to fall into the clutches of the secret police 
and take lessons at the Chain bridge. 

Long will you remember 
The hotLse at the Chain bridge. 

Do you remember? It’s splendid. Why are you 
laughing? You don’t suppose I am fdibing. do 
you?” (“What if he should find out that I’ve 
only that one number of The Bell in father’s 
book case, and haven’t read any more of it?” 
Kolya thought with a shudder.) 

“Oh no, I am not laughing and don’t sup- 
pose for a moment that you are lying. No, in- 
deed, I can’t suppose so, for all this, alas! is 
perfectly true. But tell me. have you read 
Pushkin— Onyegm, for instance? . . . You 
spoke just now of Tatyana.” 

“No, I haven’t read it yet, but 1 want to read 
it. I have no prejudices, Karamazov; I want to 
hear both sides. What makes you ask?” 

“Oh, nothing.” 

“Tell me, Karamazov, have you an awdul 
contempt for me?” Kolya rapped out suddenly 
and drew himself up before .Alyosha, as though 
he w^ere on drill. “Be so kind as to tell me, 
without beating about the bush,” 

“1 have a contempt for you?” Alyosha looked 
at him wondering. “What for? I am only sad' 
that a charming nature such as yours should 
be perverted by all this crude nonsense before 
you have begun life.” 

“Don't be anxious about my nature,” Kolya 
interrupted, not without complacency. “But 
it’s true that 1 am stupidly sensitive, crudely 
sensitive. You smiled just now, and I fancied 
you seemed to ” 

“Oh, my smile meant something quite dif- 
ferent. I’ll tell you why I smiled. Not long ago 
I read the criticism made by a German who 
had lived in Russia, on our students and 
schoolboys of to-day. ‘Show a Russian school- 
boy,' he writes, ‘a map of the stars, whidi he 
knows nothing about, and he will give you 
back the map next day with corrections on it.' 
No knowledge and unbounded conceit— that’s 
what the German meant to say about the Rus- 
sian schoolboy.” 

“Yes, that’s perfectly right,” Kolya laughed 
suddenly, “exactly so! Bravo the German! But 


he did not sec the good side, what do you 
think? Conceit may be, that comes from youth, 
that will be corrected if need be, but, on the* 
other hand, there is an independent spirit al- 
most from childhood, boldness of thought and 
conviction, and not the spirit of these sausage 
makers, gro\elling before authority. . . . But 
the German was right all the same. Bravo the 
German! But Germans want strangling all the 
same. Though they aie so good at science and 
learning they must be strangled.” 

“Stranglecl, what for?” smiled Alyosha. 

“Well, perhaps I am talking nonsense, I a- 
gree. I am awfully childish sometimes, and 
when 1 am pleased about anything I can’t re- 
strain myself and am ready to talk any stuff. 
But, 1 say. we are (haltering away here about 
nothing, and that doctor has been a long time 
in there. But perhaps he’s examining the mam- 
ma and that poor crippled Nina. I liked that 
Nina, you know. She whispered to me sudden- 
ly as I was coming away. ‘Why didn’t you 
come before?’ And in such a voice, so re- 
proachfully! I think she is awfully nice and 
pathetic.” 

“Yes, yes! Well, you’ll be coming often, you 
will see what she is like. It would do \ou a 
great deal of good to know people like that, 
to learn to value a great deal whidi you will 
find out from knowing these people,” Alyo- 
sha observed warmly. “ I’hat would have more 
effect on you than anything.” 

“Oh, how 1 regret and blame myself for not 
having come sooner!” Kolya exclaimed, with 
bitter feeling. 

“Yes, it’s a great pity. You saw for yourself 
how delighted the poor child was to see you. 
And how he fretted for you to come!” 

“Don’t tell me! You make it worse! But it 
serves me right. What kept me from coming 
was my conceit, iny egoistic vanity, and the 
beastly wilfiilness, which I never can get rid 
of, though I've been struggling with it all my 
life. I see that now. I am a bca.st in lots of 
W’ays, Karamazov!” 

“No, you have a charming nature, though 
it’s been distorted, and I quite understand 
why you have had such an indueiicc on this 
generous, morbidly sensitive boy,” Alyosha an- 
stvered warmly. 

“And )ou say that to me!” cried Kolya; “and 
would you believe it, I thought— I’ve thought 
several times since I’ve been here— that you 
despised me! If only you knew how I prize 
your opinion!” 

“But are you really so sensitive? At your 
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age! Would you believe it, just now, when you 
were telling your story, I thought, as I watc hod 
you, that you must be very sensitive!” 

“You tlioiight so? What an eye you’ve got, I 
say! 1 bet that was when I was talking about 
the goose. That was just when I was fancying 
you had a great contempt for me for being in 
Mith a hurry to show off, and for a moment I 
quite hated you for it, and began talking like 
a look "Hien I fancied—just now, here— when 
I said that il there were no God He would 
have to be invented, that I was in too great a 
hurry to display my knowledge, especially as 
1 got that phrase out of a book. But I sw'car 
I wasn’t showing oft out of vanity, though I 
really don’t know why. Because I was so 
pleased? Yes, 1 believe it was because I was so 
pleased . . . though it’s perlectly disgraceful 
for anyone to be gushing directly they are 
pleased. 1 know that. But I am convinced now 
that you don’t despise me; it W'as all my imagi- 
nation. Oh, Karamazov, I am profoundly un- 
liappy. 1 sometimes lancy all sorts of things, 
that everyone is laughing at me, the whole 
world, and then I i''r\ ready to ovcriurn the 
whole Older of things.” 

“And you worry everyone about you,” smiled 
Alyosha. 

“Yes, I worry everyone caboiit me, especially 
my niotlier. Karamazov, tell me, am I very ri- 
diculous now?” 

“Don’t think about that, don’t think of it at 
all!” cried Alyosha. ”A»id what does ridicu- 
lous mean? Isn’t everyone constantly being or 
seeming ridiculous? Besides, nearly all clever 
people now are fearfully afraid of being ridic- 
ulous. and that makes them unhappy. All I am 
surprised at is that you should be feeling that 
so early, though I’ve cjbserved it for some time 
past, and not only in you. Nowadays the very 
children have begun to suffer from it, ft’s al- 
most a sort of insanity. I'he devil has taken 
the form of that vanity and entered into the 
whole generation; it’s simply the devil,” added 
Alyosha, without a trace of the smile that 
Kolya, staring at him, expected to see. “You 
arc like everyone else,” said Alyosha, in con- 
clusion, “that is, like very many others. Only 
you must not be like everybody else, that’s all.” 

“Even if everyone is like that?” 

“Yes, even if everyone is like that. You be 
the only one not like it. You really are not 
like everyone else, here you are not ashamed 
to confess to something bad and even ridicu- 
lous. And who will admit so much in these 
days? No one. And people have even ceased to 


feel the impulse to self-criticism. Don’t be 
like everyone else, even if you are the only 
one.” 

“Splendid! I was not mistaken in you. You 
know' how' lo console one. Oh, how' I have 
longed to know you, Karamazov! I’ve long 
been eager for this meeting. C^an you really 
have thought about me, tc^o? You said just 
now that you thought of me, loo?” 

“Yc*s, I’d heard of you and had thought of 
you, too . . . and if it’s partly vanity that makes 
you ask, it doesn’t matter.” 

“Do you know', Karamazejv. our talk has 
been like a declaration of love,” said Kolya, in 
a bashful and melting voice. “'Fhat’s not ri- 
diculous, is it?” 

“Not at all ridiculous, and if it were, it 
wouldn’t matter, because it’s been a good 
thing.” Alyosha smiled brightly. 

“But do you know, Karama/ov, you must 
admit that you are a little ashamed yourself, 
now. ... I see it by your eyes.” Kolya smiled 
with a sort cjf sly happiness. 

’AV^hy ashamed?” 

“Well, why arc you blushing?” 

“It was you macic me blush.” laughed Alyo- 
sha, and he really did blush. “Oh, well, I am a 
little, goodness knows w’hy, I don’t know . . .” 
he muttered, almost embarrassed. 

“Oh, how I love you and admire you at this 
moment just because you are rather ashamed! 
Beciiuse you are just like me,” cried Kolya, in 
positive ecstasy. His checks glowed, his eyes 
l)camed. 

“You know', Kolya, you will be very unhap- 
py in your life,” something made Alyosha say 
suddenly. 

“I know', I know'. How you know' it all be- 
forehand!” Kolya agreed at once. 

“But you will bless life on the whole, all the 
same.” 

“ fust so, hurrah! You arc a prophet. Oh, we 
shall get on together, Karaina/ov! Do you 
know, what delights me most, is that you treat 
me quite like an equal. But avc are not equals, 
no, we are not, you are better! But we shall 
get on. Do you know, all this last month. I’ve 
been saying to myself, ‘Either we shall be 
friends at once, for ever, or we shall part ene- 
mies to the gravel’ ” 

“And saying that, of course, you loved me,” 
Alyosha laughed gaily. 

“I did. I loved you awfully. I’ve been loving 
and ilreaming of you. .\nd how do you know it 
all beforehand? Ah. here’s tlu* doctor. Good- 
ness! What will he tell us? Look at his face!” 
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Chapter 7. Ilusha 

The doctor came out of the room again, muf- 
fled in his fur coat and with his cap on his 
head. His face looked almost angi7 and dis- 
gusted, as though he were afraid of getting 
dirty. He cast a cursory glance round the pas- 
sage, looking sternly at Alyosha and Kolya as 
he did so. Alyosha waved from the door to the 
coachman, and the carriage that had brought 
the doctor drove up. The captain darted out 
after the doctor, and, bowing apologetically, 
stopped him to get the last word. The poor 
fellow looked utterly crushed; there was a 
scared look in his eyes. 

“Your Excellency, your Excellency ... is it 
possible?" he began, but could not go on and 
clasped his hands in despair. Yet he still gazed 
imploringly at the doctor, as though a word 
from him might still diange the poor boy's 
fate. 

“I can’t help it, I am not God!” the doctor 
answered ofHiand, though with the customary 
impressiveness. 

“Doctor . . . your Excellency . . , and will it 
be soon, soon?" 

“You must be prepared for anything." said 
the doctor in emphatic and incisive tones, and 
dropping his eyes, he was about to step out to 
the coach. 

“Your Excellency, for Christ’s sake!" the ter- 
ror-stricken captain stopped him again. “Your 
Excellency! But can nothing, absolutely noth- 
ing save him now?" 

“It's not in my hands now," said the doctor 
impatiently, “but h’m! . . ." he stopped sud- 
denly. “If you could, for instance . . . send . . . 
your patient ... at once, without delay" (the 
words “at once, without delay," the doctor ut- 
tered with an almost wrathful sternness that 
made the captain start) “to Syracuse, the 
change to the new be-ne-ficial climatic condi- 
tions might possibly effect " 

“To Syracuse!" cried the captain, unable to 
grasp what w^as said. 

“Syracuse is in Sicily." Kolya jerked out sud- 
denly in explanation. The doctor looked at 
him. 

“Sicily! Your Excellency," faltered the cap- 
tain, “but you’ve seen”— he spread out his 
hands, indicating his surroundings— “mamma 
and my family?" 

“N— no, Sicily is not the place for the family, 
the family should go to Caucasus in the early 
spring . . . your daughter must go to the 
Caucasus, and your wife . . . after a course of 


the waters in the Caucasus for her rheumatism 
. . . must be sent straight to Paris to the mental 
specialist Lepelletier; I could give you a note 
to him, and then . . . there might be a change 
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"Doctor, doctor! But you see!" The captain 
flung wide his hands again despairingly, indi- 
cating the bare wooden walls of the passage. 

“Well, that’s not my business," grinned the 
doctor. “I have only told you the answer of 
medical science to your question as to possible 
treatment. As for the rest, to my regret " 

“Don’t be afraid, apothecary, my dog w'on’t 
bite you," Kolya rapped out loudly, noticing 
the doctor’s rather uneasy glance at Perezvon, 
who was standing in the doorway. There was 
a wrathful note in Kolya’s voice. He used the 
word apothecary instead of doctor on purpose, 
and, as he explained afterwards, used it "to 
insult him." 

“What’s that?" The doctor flung up his 
head, staring with surprise at Kolya. “Who’s 
this?" he ad(Iressed Alyosha, as though asking 
him to explain. 

“It’s Perezvon ’s master, don’t worry about 
me," Kolya said incisively again. 

“Perezvon?"' repeated the doctor, per- 
plexed. 

“He hears the bell, but where it is he cannot 
tell. Good-bye, we shall meet in Syracuse." 

“Who’s this? Who’s this?" The doctor Hew 
into a terrible rage. 

“He is a schoolboy, doctor, he is a mischie- 
vous boy; take no notice of him," said .-Myo.sha, 
fro%vning and speaking quickly. “Kolya, hold 
your longue!" he cried to Krassotkin. “lake 
no notice of him, doctor," he repeated, rather 
impatiently. 

“He wants a thrashing, a good thrashing!" 
The doctor stamped in a perfect fury. 

“And you know, apothecary, my Perezvon 
might bite!" said Kolya, turning pale, with 
quivering voice and flashing eyes, “/ri, Perez- 
von I" 

“Kcdya, if you say another word. I’ll have 
nothing more to do with you," Alyosha cried 
peremptorily. 

“I'hcrc is only one man in the world who 
can command Nikolay Krassotkin— this is the 
man," Kolya pointed to Alyosha. ‘*I obc'y him, 
good-bye!" 

He stepped forward, opened the door, and 
quickly went into the inner room. Perezvon 
flew after him. The doctor stood still for five 
seconds in amazement, looking at Alyo.sha; 

' i.c. a chime of bells. 
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then, with a curse, he went out quickly to the 
carriage, repeating aloud, *'This is . . . this is 
. . . I don't know what it is!” The captain 
darted forward to help him into the carriage. 
Alyosha followed Kolya into the room. He was 
already by lliisha's bedside. The sick boy was 
holding his hand and calling for his father. 
A minute later the captain, too, came back. 

“Father, father, come . . . we . . .” llusha 
faltered in violent excitement, but apparently 
unable to go on, he flung his wasted arms, 
found his father and Kolya, uniting them in 
one embrace, and hugging them as tightly as 
he could. The captain suddenly began to 
shake with dumb sobs, and Kolya's lips and 
chin twitched. 

“Father, father! How sorry I am for you!" 
llusha moaned bitterly. 

“llusha . . . darling ... the doctor said . • • 
you would be all right ... we shall be happy 
. , . the doctor . . .” the captain began. 

“Ah, father! 1 know what the new doctor 
said to you about me. ... I saw!” cried llusha, 
and again he hugged them both with all his 
strength, hiding hi^ face on his father's shoul- 
der. 

“Father, don't cry, and when I die get a 
good boy, another one . . . choose one of them 
all, a good one, call him llusha and love him 
instead of me . . .” 

“Hush, old man, you'll get wxll,'' Krassotkin 
cried suddenly, in a voice that sounded angry. 

“Hut don't ever forge, me, father,” llusha 
W'cnt on, “come to my grave . . . and father, 
bury me by our big stone, where we used to go 
for our walk, and come to me there with Kras- 
sotkin in the evening . . . and Perezvon . • . I 
shall expect you. . . . Father, father!” 

His voice broke. They were all three silent, 
still embracing. Nina was crying, tiuictly in 
her chair, and at last seeing them all crying, 
“mamma,” too, burst into tears. 

“llusha! llusha!” she exclaimed. 

Krassotkin suddenly released himself from 
llusha’s embrace. 

“Good-bye, old man, mother expects me 
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back to dinner,” he said quickly. “What a pity 
1 did not tell her! She will be dreadfully anx- 
ious. . . . But after dinner I'll come back to 
you for the whole day, for the whole evening, 
and I'll tell you all sorts of things, all sorts of 
things. And I'll bring Perezvon, but now I will 
take him with me, because he will begin to 
howl when I am away and bother you. Good- 
bye!” 

And he ran out into the passage. He didn’t 
want to cry, but in the passage he burst into 
tears. Alyosha found him crying. 

“Kolya, you must be sure to keep your word 
and come, or he will be terribly disappointed,” 
Alyosha said emphatically. 

“I will! Oh, how I curse myself for not hav- 
ing come before!” muttered Kolya, crying, and 
no longer ashamed of it. 

At that moment the captain flew out of the 
room, and at once closed the door behind him. 
His face looked frenzied, his lips were trem- 
bling. He stood l^efore the two and flung up 
his arms. 

“I don’t want a good boy! I don't want an- 
other boy!” he muttered in a wild w^hisper, 
clenching his teeth. “If I forget thee, Jerusa- 
lem, may my tongue ” He broke off with a 

SQb and sank on his knees before the wooden 
bench. Pressing his fists against his head, he 
began sobbing with absurd whimpering cries, 
doing his utmost that his cries should not be 
heard in the room. 

Kolya ran out into the street. 

“Good-bye, Karamazov? Will you comeyour- 
self?” he cried sharply and angrily to Alyosha. 

“I will certainly come in the evening.” 

“What was that he said about Jcrusalcml 
. • . What did he mean by that?” 

“It’s from the Bible. ‘If 1 forget thee, Jerusa- 
lem,’ that is, if 1 forget all that is most precious 
to me, if 1 let anything take its place, then 
may ” 

“1 understand, that's enough! Mind you 
come! Id, Perez\on!” he tried with positive 
ferocity to the dog, and with rapid strides he 
went home. 
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BOOK XI 

Ivan 


Chapter /. At Grushenka’s 

Alyosha went towards the cathedral square to 
the widow Morozov’s house to sec Griishenka, 
who had sent Fenya to him early in the morn- 
ing with an urgent message begging him to 
come. Questioning Fenya, Alyosha learned 
that her mistress had been parti* iilarly dis- 
tressed since the previous day. During the two 
months that had passed since Mitya's arrest. 
Alyosha had called frequently at the widow 
Morozov’s house, both from his own inclina- 
tion and to take messages for Mitya. 'I’hree 
days after Mitya’s arrest, Grushenka was taken 
very ill and was ill for nearly five weeks. For 
one whole week she w'as unconscious. She was 
very much changed— thinner and a little sal- 
low, though she had for the past fortnight 
been well enough to gf) out. But to Alyosha 
her face was even more attractive than before, 
and he liked to meet her eyes when he went in 
to her. A look of firmness and intelligent pur- 
pose had developed in her face. There were 
signs of a spiritual transformation in her, and 
a steadfast, fine and humble determination 
that nothing could shake could be discerncc^ 
in her. There svas a small vertical line between 
her brows w'hich gave her charming face a 
look of concentrated thought, almost austere 
at the first glance. There was scarcely a trace 
of her former frivolity. 

It seemed strange to Alyosha, too. that in 
spite of the calamity that had overtaken the 
poor girl, betrothed to a man who had been 
arrested for a terrible crime, almost at the 
instant of their betrothal, in spite of her ill- 
ness and the almost inevitable sentence hang- 
ing over Mitya, Grushenka had not yet lost 
her youthful cheerfulness. There was a soft 
light in the once proud eyes, though at times 
they gleamed with the old vindictive fire w'hcn 
she was visited by one disturbing thought 
stronger than ever in her heart. The object of 
that uneasiness was the same as ever— Katerina 
Ivanovna, of whom Grushenka had even raved 
when she lay in delirium. Alyosha knew that 
she was fearfully jealous of her. Yet Katerina 


Ivanovna had not once visited Mitya in his 
prison, though she might have done it when- 
ever .she liked. All this made a dilficult 
problem for Alyosha, for he was the only 
person to whom Grushenka opened her heart 
and from whom she was continually asking 
advice. Sometimes he was unable to say any- 
thing. 

Full of anxiety he entered her lodging. She 
w^as at home. She had returned from seeing 
Mitya half an hour before, and from the rajiid 
movement with which she leapt up from lier 
chair to meet him he saw that .she had been 
expecting him with great impatience. A pack 
of cards dealt for a game of “fools” lay on the 
table. A bed had been made up on the leather 
sofa on the other side and Maximov lay, half- 
reclining, on it. He wore a dressing-gown and 
a cotton nightcap, and was evidently ill and 
weak, though he was .smiling blissfully. When 
the homeless old man returned with Cirushen- 
ka from Mokroe two months before, he had 
simply stayed on and was still staying with 
her. He arrived with her in rain’anci sleet, sat 
dow'ii on the sofa, drenched and scared, and 
gazed mutely at her with a timid, appealing 
.smile. Grushenka, who was in terrible grief 
and in the first stage of fever, almost forgot 
his existence in all she had to do the first half- 
hour after her arrival. Suddenly .she chanced 
to look at him intently: he laughed a pitiful, 
helpless little laugh. She called Fenya and told 
her to give him something to eat. All that day 
he sat in the same place, almost without stir- 
ring. When it got dark and the shutters were 
closed, Fenya asked her mistress: 

“Is the gentleman going to stay the night, 
mistres.s?” 

“Yes; make him a bed on the sofa,” answered 
Grushenka. 

Questioning him more in detail, Grushenka 
learned from him that he had literally no- 
where to go, and that “Mr. Kalgaiiov, my ben- 
efactor, told me straight that he wouldn’t re- 
ceive me again and gave me five roubles.” 

“Well, God bless you, you’d better stay, 
then,” Grushenka decided in her grief, smil- 
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ing compassionately at him. Her smile wrung 
the old man's heart and his lips twitched with 
grateful tears. And so the destitute wanderer 
had stayed with her ever since. He did not 
leave the house even when she was ill. Fenya 
and her grandmother, the cook, did not turn 
him out, but went on serving him meals and 
making up his bed on the sofa. Orushenka 
had grown used to him. and coming back 
from seeing Mitya (whom she had begun to 
visit in prison before she was really well) site 
would sit down and begin talking to “Maxi- 
muslika" about trifling matters, to keep her 
from thinking of her sorrow. The old man 
turned out to be a good story-teller on oc- 
casions, so that at last he became necessary to 
her. Orushenka saw scarcely anyone else be- 
side Alyosha, who did not come every day and 
never stayed long. Her old merchant lay seri- 
ously ill at tin's time, “at his last gasp” as they 
said in the tow'ii, and he did, in fact, die a 
week after Mitya’s trial. Three weeks before 
his death, feeling the end approaching, he 
made his sons, their wives and children, come 
upstairs lo him at last and bade them not leave 
him again. From that moment he gave strict 
<)i(lers to his servants not to admit Orushenka 
and to tell her if she came, “ 'Fhe master wishes 
yni long life and happiness and tells you to 
forget him.” But Orushenka sent almost every 
day to inquire after him. 

“You’ve come at last!” she cried, flinging 
down the cards and joylully greeting Alyosha, 
“and Maximushka’s been scaring me that per- 
haps you wouldn’t come. Ah, how 1 need you! 
.Sit clown to the table. What will you have— 
colFec?” 

“Yes, please,” said Alyosha, sitting down at 
the table. “I am very hungry.” 

“Tliat’s right. Fenya, Fenya, coffee,” cried 
Orushenka. “It’s been made a long time ready 
for you. And bring some little pies, and mind 
they are hot. Do you know, we’ve had a storm 
over those pies to-day. I tocjk them to the 
prison for him, and would you believe it, he 
threw them back to me; he would not cat 
them. He flung one of them on the floor and 
stamped on it. So 1 said to him: *1 .shall leave 
them with the warder; if you don’t eat them 
bcd'orc evening, it will be that your venomous 
spite is enough for you!’ With that 1 went 
away. We quarrelled again, would you believe 
it? Whtmever I go we quarrel.” 

Orushenka said all this in one breath in her 
agitation. Maximov, feeling nervous, at once 
smiled and looked on the floor. 
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What did you quarrel about this time?” 
asked Alyosha. 

“I didn’t expect it in the least. Only fancy, 
he is jcalcms of the Pole. ’Why are you keep- 
ing him?’ he said. ‘So you’ve begun keeping 
him.’ He is jealous, jealous of me all the time, 
jealous eating and sleeping! He even took it in- 
to his head to be jealous of Kuzma last week.” 

“But he knew about the Pole before?” 

“Yes, but there it is. He has known about 
him from the very beginning, but to-day he 
suddenly got up and began scolding about 
him. I am ashamed to repeat what he said. 
Silly fellow! Rakitin went in as I came out. 
Perhaps Rakitin is egging him on. What do 
you think?” she added carelessly. 

“He loves you, that’s w'hat it is; he loves you 
so much. And now he is particularly wc^rried.” 

“1 should think he might be, with the trial 
to-morrow. And I went to him to say some- 
thing about to-morrow\ for I dread to think 
what’s going to happen then. You say that he 
is worried, but how worried I am! And he 
talks about the Pole! He’s too silly! He is not 
jealous of Maximushka yet, anyway.” 

“My wife was dreadfully jealous over me, 
too,” Maximov put in his word. 

“Jealous of you?” Grushenka laughed in 
spite of herself. “Of whom could she have 
been jealous?” 

“Of the servant girls.” 

“Hold your tongue, Maximushka, I am in 
no laughing mood now; I feel angry. Don’t 
ogle the pies. I shan’t give you any; they are 
not good for you, and I won’t give you any 
vodka either. 1 have to look after him, too, just 
as though I kept an almshouse,” she laughed. 

“I don’t deserve your kindness. 1 am a worth- 
less creature,” said Maximov, with tears in his 
voice. “You would do better to spend your 
kindness on people of more use than me.” 

**Ech, everyone is of use, Maximushka, and 
how can we tell who’s of most use? If only that 
Pole didn't exist, Alyosha. He’s taken it into 
his head to fall ill, too, to-day. I've been to sec 
him also. .And I shall send him some pics, too, 
on purpose. I hadn’t sent him any, but Mitya 
accused me of it. so now 1 shall send some! Ah, 
here’s Fenya with a letter! Yes, it’s from the 
Poles— begging again!” 

Pan JVI ussy alov itch had indeed sent an ex- 
tremely long and characteristically eloquent 
letter in which he begged her to lend him 
three roubles. In the letter was enclosed a re- 
ceipt for the sum, with a prc^iise to repay it 
within three months, signed by Pan Vrublev- 
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sky as well. Grushenka had received many 
such letters, accompanied by such receipts, 
from her former lover during the fortnight of 
her Convalescence. But she knew that the two 
Poles had been to ask after her health during 
her illness. The first letter Grushenka got from 
them was a long one, written on large note- 
paper and with a big family crest on the seal. 
It was so obscure and rhetorical that Gru- 
shenka put it down before she had read half, 
unable to make head or tail of it. She could 
not attend to letters then. The first letter was 
followed next day by another in which Pan 
Mussyalovitch begged her for a loan of two 
thousand roubles for a very short period. Gru- 
shenka left that letter, too, unanswered. A 
whole series of letters had followed -one every 
day— all as pompous and rhetorical, but the 
loan asked for, gradually diminishing, dropped 
to a hundred roubles, than to twenty-five, to 
ten, and finally Grushenka received a letter in 
whicii both the Poles begged her for only one 
rouble and included a receipt signed by both. 

Then Grushenka suddenly felt sorry for 
them, and at dusk she went round herself to 
their lodging. She found the two Poles in great 
poverty, almost destitution, without food or 
fuel, without cigarettes, in debt to their land- 
lady. The two hundred roubles they had car- 
ried off from Mitya at Mokroe had soon disap- 
peared. But Grushenka was surprised at their 
meeting her with arrogant dignity and self- 
assertion, with the greatest punctilio and 
pompous speeches. Grushenka simply laughed, 
and gave her former admirer ten roubles: 
Then, laughing, she told Mitya of it and he 
was not in the least jealous. But ever since, the 
Poles had attached themselves to Grushenka 
and bombarded her daily with requests for 
money and she had always sent them small 
sums. And now that day Mitya had taken it 
into his head to be fearfully jealous. 

“like a fool, I went round to him just lor 
a minute, on the way to sec Mitya, for he is ill, 
too, my Pole," Grushenka began again with 
nervous haste. “I was laughing, telling Mitya 
about it. Taney,’ I said, *my Pole had the hap- 
py thought to sing his old songs to me to the 
guitar. He thought I would be touched and 
marry him!' Mitya leapt up swearing. . . . So, 
there. I'll send them the pics! Fenya, is it that 
little girl they’ve sent? Here, give her three 
roubles and pack up a dozen pies in a paper 
and tell her to take them. And you, Alyosha, 
be sure to tell Mitya that 1 did send them the 
pies.” 


“1 wouldn’t tell him for anything,” said Al- 
yosha. smiling. 

You think he is unhappy about it. 
Why, he's jealous on purpose. He doesn't 
care,” said Grushenka bitterly. 

“On purpose?” queried Alyosha. 

“I tell you you are silly, Alyosha. You know 
nothing about it, with all your cleverness. I 
am not offended that he is jealous of a girl 
like me. I would be offended if he were not 
jealous. I am like that. I am not offended at 
jealousy. I have a fierce heart, too. 1 can be 
jealous myself. Only what (iffends me is that 
he doesn’t love me at all. 1 tell you he is jeal- 
ous now on purpose. Am I blind? Don't I 
see? He began talking to me just now of that 
woman, of Katerina, saying she was this and 
that, how she had ordered a doctor from Mos- 
cow for him. to try and save him; how she had 
ordered the best counsel, the most learned 
one, too. So he loves her, if he'll praise her to 
my face, more shame to him! He's treated me 
badly himself, so he attacked me, to make out 
I am in fault first and to throw it all on me. 
‘You were with your Pole before me, so I can't 
be blamed for Katerina,’ that’s what it a- 
mounts to. He wants to thrown the whole blame 
on me. He attacked me on purpose, on pur- 
pose, I tell you, but I’ll ” 

Grushenka could not finish saying what she 
would do. She hid her eyes in her handker- 
chief and sobbed violently. 

“He doesn't love Katerina IvSnovna,” said 
Alyosha firmly. 

“Well, whether he loves her or not, I’ll soon 
find out for myself,’’ said Grushenka. with a 
menacing note in her voice, taking the hand- 
kerchief from her eyes. Her face was distort- 
ed. Alyosha saw sorrowfully that from being 
mild and serene, it had become sullen and 
spiteful. 

“Enough of this foolishness,” she said sud- 
denly; “it's not for that I sent for you. Alyo- 
sha, darling, to-morrow— what will happen to- 
morrow? That’s what worries me! And it’s only 
me it worries! I look at everyone and no one 
is thinking of it. No one cares about it. Are 
you thinking about it even? I'o-morrow he’ll 
be tried, you know. Tell me, how will he be 
tried? You know it’s the valet, the valet killed 
him! Good heavens! Can they condemn him 
in place of the valet and will no one stand up 
for him? They haven’t troubled the valet at 
all, have they?” 

“He's been severely cross-examined,” ob- 
served Alyosha thoughtfully; “but everyone 
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came to the conclusion it was not he. Now he 
is lying very ill. He has been ill ever since that 
attack. Really ill/’ added Alyosha. 

**Oh, dear! couldn’t you go to that counsel 
yourself and tell him the whole thing by your- 
self? He’s been brought from Petersburg for 
three thousand roubles, they say.” 

"We gave these three thousand together— 
Ivan, Katerina Ivanovna and I— but she paid 
two thousand for the doctor from Moscow her- 
self. The counsel Fetyukovitch would have 
charged more, but the case has become known 
all over Russia; it’s talked of in all the papers 
and journals. Fetyukovitch agreed to come 
more for the glory of the thing, because the 
case has become so notorious. 1 saw him yes- 
terday.” 

“Well? Did you talk to him?” Grushenka 
put in eagerly. 

“He listened and said nothing. He told me 
that he had already formed his opinion. But 
he promised to give my words consideration.” 

“Consideration! Ah, they are swindlers! 
They’ll ruin him. And why did she send for 
the doctor?” 

“As an expert. They want to prove that 
Mitya’s mad and committed the murder when 
he (lidn’t know what he was doing,” Alyosha 
smiled gently, “but Mitya won’t agree to 
that.” 

“Y'es; but that would be the truth if he had 
killed him!” cried Grushenka. “He was mad 
then, perfectly mad, and that w'as my fault, 
wreu'h that I am! But, of course, he didn’t do 
it, he didn’t do it! And they are all against 
him, tlie whole town. Even Fenya’s evidence 
went to prove he had done it. And the people 
at the shop, and that official, and at the tavern, 

too, before, people had heard him say so! They 
arc all, all against him, all crying out against 
him.” 

“Yes, there’s a fearful accumulation of evi- 
dence.” Alyosha obseiv^ed grimly. 

“And Grigory— Grigory Vassilyevitch— sticks 
to his story that the door was open, persists 
tliat he saw it— there’s no shaking him. I went 
and talked to him myself. He’s rude about it, 

top. ” 

“Yes, that’s perhaps the strongest evidence 
against him,” said Alyosha. 

“And as for Mitya’s being mad, he certainly 
seems like it now,” Grushenka began with a 
peculiarly anxious and mysterious air. “Do 
you know, Alyosha, I’ve been wanting to talk 
to you about it for a long time. I go to him 
every day and simply wonder at him. I'ell me. 


now, what do you suppose he's always talking 
about? He talks and talks and 1 can make 
nothing of it. I fancied he was talking of 
something intellectual that I couldn’t under- 
stand in my foolishness. Only he suddenly be- 
gan talking to me about a babe— that is, a- 
bout some child. 'Why is the babe poor?’ he 
said. *It’s for that babe I am going to Siberia 
now. I am not a murderer, but I must go to 
Siberia!’ What that meant, what babe, I 
couldn’t tell for the life of me. Only I cried 
when he said it, because he said it so nicely. 
He cried himself, and I cried, too. He sud- 
denly kissed me and made the sign of the cross 
over me. What did it mean, Alyosha, tell me? 
What is this babe?” 

“It must be Rakitin, who’s been going to 
see him lately.” smiled Alyosha, “though . . . 
that’s not Rakitin’s doing. I didn’t see Mitya 
yesterday. I’ll see him to-day.” 

“No, it’s not Rakitin; it’s his brother Ivan 
Fyodorovitch upsetting him. It’s his going to 
see him. that’s what it is,” Grushenka began, 
and suddenly broke off. Alyosha gazed at her 
in amazement. 

“Ivan’s going? Has he been to see him? Mi- 
tya told me himself that Ivan hasn't been 
once.” 

“There . . . there! What a girl I am! Blurt- 
ing things out!” exclaimed Grushenka, con- 
fused and suddenly blushing. “Stay, Alyosha, 
hush! Since I’ve said so much I’ll tell the whole 
truth— he’s been to see him twice, the first di- 
rectly he arrived. He galloped here from Mos- 
cow at once, of course, before 1 was taken ill; 
and the second time was a week ago. He told 
Mitya not to tell you about it. under any cir- 
cumstances; and not to tell anyone, in fact. 
He came secretly.” 

Alyosha sat plunged in thought, consider- 
ing something. The news evidently impressed 
him. 

“Ivan doesn’t talk to me of Mitya’s case,” he 
said slowly. “He’s said very little to me these 
last two months. And whenever I go to see 
him, he seems vexed at my coming, so I’ve not 
been to him for the last three weeks. H’m! . . . 
if he was there a week ago . . . there certainly 
has been a change in Mitya this week.” 

“There has been a change,” Grushenka as- 
sented quickly. “They have a secret, they have 
a secret! Mitya told me himself there was a 
secret, and such a secret that Mitya can’t rest. 
Before then, he was cheerful— and, indeed, he 
is cheerful no\v— but when he^hakes his head 
like that, you know, and strides about the 
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room and keeps pulling at the hair on his right 
temple with his right hand. 1 know there is 
something on his mind worr^'ing him. ... I 
know! He was cheerful before, though, in- 
deed, he is cheerful to-day.'* 

“But you said he was worried.’* 

“Yes, he is worried and yet cheerful. He 
keeps on being irritable for a minute and then 
cheerful and then irritable again. And you 
know, Alyosha, 1 am constantly wondering at 
him— with this awful thing hanging over him. 
he sometimes laughs at such trifles as though 
he were a baby himself.” 

“And did he really tell you not to tell me 
about Ivan? Did he say, ‘Don't tell him’?*' 

“Yes, he told me, ‘Don’t tell him.’ It's you 
that Mitya's most afraid of. Because it's a 
secret: he said himself it was a secret, Alyosha, 
darling, go to him and find out what their 
secret is and come and tell me,” Grushenka 
besought him with sudden eagerness. “Set my 
mind at rest that I may know the worst that's 
in store for me. That’s why 1 sent for you.” 

“You think it's something to do with you? If 
it were, he wouldn’t have told you there was a 
secret.” 

“I don't know. Perhaps he wants to tell me, 
but doesn’t dare to. He warns me. 'riierc is a 
secret, he tells me, but he won’t tell me what 
it is.” 

“What do you think yourself?” 

“What do I think? It’s the end for me, that’s 
what I think. "I'hey all three have been plot- 
ting my end, for Katerina’s in it. It’s all Ka- 
terina, it all comes from her. She is this and' 
that, and that means that I am not. He tells 
me that beforehand— warns me. lie is plan- 
ning to throw me over, that’s the whole secret. 
I'hey’ve planned it together, the three of them 
—Mitya, Katerina, and Ivan Fyodorovitch. Al- 
yosha, I’ve been wanting to ask you a long 
time. \ w’eek ago he suddenly told me that 
Ivan was in love W'ith Katerina, because he 
often goes to see her. Did he tell me the truth 
or not? Tell me, on your conscience, tell me 
tlie wwst.” 

“I w'on’t tell you a lie. Ivan is not in love 
with Katerina Ivanovna, I think.” 

“Oh, that’s what I thought! He is lying to 
me, shameless deceiver, that’s what it is! And 
he was jealous of me just now, so as to put the 
blame on me afterwards. He is stupid, he can't 
disguise what he is doing; he is so open, you 
know. . . . But I’ll give it to him, I’ll give it to 
him! ‘You believe I did it,’ he said. He .said 
that to me, to me. He reproached me with 


that! God forgive him! You wait, I’ll make it 
hot for Katerina at the trial! I’ll just say a 
word then ... I’ll tell everything then!” 

And again she cried bitterly. 

“This 1 can tell you for certain, Grushenka,” 
Alyosha said, getting up. “First, that he loves 
you, loves you more than anyone in the world, 
and you only, believe me. 1 know. I do know. 
The second thing is that I don’t want to worm 
his secret out of him, but if he’ll toll me of 
himself to-day. I shall tell him straight out 
that I have promised to tell you. 'Fhen I’ll 
come to you to-day and tell you. Only ... I 
fancy . . . Katerina Ivanovna has nothing to 
do with it, and that the secret is about some- 
thing else. That’s certain. It isn't likely it's 
about Katerina Ivanovna, it seems to me. 
Goodbye for now.” 

Alyosha shook hands with her. Grushenka 
was still crying. He saw that she put little 
faith in his consolation, but she was better for 
having had her sorrow out, for having spoken 
of it. He was sorry to leave her in such a state 
of mind, but he was in haste. He had a great 
many things to do still. 

Chapter 2 . 1’hc Injured Foot 
The first of these things was at the house of 
Madame Hohlakov, and he hurried there to 
get it over as cjuickly as possible and not be 
too late for Mitya. Madame Hohlakov had 
been slightly ailing for the last jh roe weeks: 
her foot had for some* reason swollen up. and 
though she was not in bed, she lay all clay 
half-reclining on the couch in her boudoir, in 
a fascinating but decorous dthhnbille. Alyo- 
sha had once noted with innocent amusement 
that, in spite of her illne.ss, Madame Hohlakov 
had begun to be rather dressy— topknots, rib- 
bons, loose wTappcTs had made their apj)ear- 
ance, and he had an inkling of the reason, 
though he dismissed such ideas from his mind 
as frivolous. During the last two months the 
young oflicial, Perhotin, had become a regular 
visitor at the Jiouse. 

Alyexsha had nor called for four days and 
he was in haste to go straight to Lise, as it was 
with her he had to speak, for Lise had sent a 
maid to him the previc^us day, specially asking 
him to come to her “about something very 
important,” a recjuest which, for certain rea- 
sons, had interest for Alyosha. But w'hile the 
maid went to take his name in to Lise, Ma- 
dame Hohlakov heard of his arrival from 
.somctme, and immediately sent to beg him to 
come to her “just for one minute.” Alyosha 
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reflected that it was better to accede to the 
manima’s request, or else she 'W’ould be send- 
ing down to Lise’s room every minute that lie 
was there. Madame Hohlakov was lying on a 
couch. She was particularly smartly dressed 
and was evidently in a state of extreme nerv- 
ous excitement. She greeted Alyosha with cries 
of rapture. 

“It’s ages, ages, perfect ages since I’ve seen 
you! It’s a whole week— only think of it! Ah, 
but you- wcic here only four days ago, on 
Wednesday. You have come to see Lise. I’m 
sure you meant to slip into her room on tip- 
toe, without my hearing you. My dear, dear 
Alexey Fyodorovitch. if you only knew how 
worried 1 am about her! But of that later, 
though that's the most important thing, of 
that later. Dear Alexey Fyodorovitch, I trust 
you implicitly with my lase. Since the death 
of Father Zossima— (iod rest his soul!’’ (she 
crossed herself)— “1 look upon you as a monk, 
though you look charming in your new suit. 
Where did you find such a tailor in these 
parts? No, no, that’s not the chief thing— of 
that later. Forgive me for sometimes calling 
you Alyosha; an old woman like me may take 
liberties,’’ she smiled coquettishly; “but that 
will do later, too. The important thing is that 
1 shouldn’t forget what is important. Please 
remind me of it yourself. As soon as my tongue 
runs away with me, you just say ‘the impor- 
tant thing?' Ach! how do 1 know now what is 
of most importance? Evei since Lise took back 
her promise— lier childish promise, .Alexey 
Fyodorovitch— to marry you, you’ve realised, 
of course, that it was only the playful fancy of 
a sick child who had been so long confined to 
her chair- thank God, she can walk now! . . . 
that new doctor Katya sent for from AIoscow 
for your unhappy brother, who will to-morrow 

But why sj)eak of lo-morrow? I am ready 

to die at the very thought of to-morrow. Ready 
to die of curiosity. . . . That doctor was with 
us yesterday and saw I.isc. ... I paid him fifty 
roubles for the visit. But that’s not the point, 
that’s not the point again. You see, I’m mix- 
ing everything up. I am in such a hurry. Why 
am I in a hurry? 1 don’t understand. It’s aw- 
ful how 1 seem growing unable to understand 
anything. Everything seems mixed up in a sort 
of tangle. I am afraid you are so bored you will 
jump up and run away, and that will be all 1 
shall .sec of you. Goodness! Why are we sitting 
here and no coffee? Yulia, Glafira, coffee!’’ 

Alyoslia made haste to thank her, and said 
that he had only just had coffee. 


“Where?” 

“At Agrafena Alexandrovna’s.” 

“At ... at that woman’s? Ah, it’s she has 
brought ruin on everyone. I know nothing 
about it thougli. They say she has become a 
saint, though it’s rather late in the day. She 
had better have done it before. What use is it 
now? Hush, hush, Alexey Fyodorovitch, for I 
have so much to say to you that 1 am afraid 
I shall tell you nothing. This awful trial ... 1 
shall certainly go, 1 am making arrangements. 
I shall be carried there in my chair; besides I 
can sit up. I shall have people with me. And, 
you know. I am a witness. How shall I speak, 
how shall 1 speak? I don’t know what I shall 
say. One has to take an oath, hasn’t one?’’ 

“Yes; but I don’t think you will be able to 
8 ^* 

“I can sit up. Ah, you put me out! Ah! this 
trial, this savage act. and then they arc all go- 
ing to Siberia, some are getting married, and 
all this so quickly, so quickly, everything’s 
changing, and at last— nothing. All grow old 
and have death to look forward to. Well, so be 
it! I am weary. This Katya, cetle cUarmnnte 
personne, has disappointed all my hopes. Now 
she is going to follow one of your brothers to 
Siberia, and your other brother is going to fol- 
low her, and will live in the nearest town, and 
they will all torment one another. It drives 
me out of my mind. Worst of all— the public- 
ity. The story has been told a million times 
over in all the papers in Moscow and Peters- 
burg. Ah! yes, would you believe it, there’s a 
paragraph that 1 was ‘a dear friend’ of your 

brother’s , I can’t repeat the horrid word. 

Just fancy, just fancy!’’ 

“Impossible! Where was the paragraph? 
What did it say?’’ 

'Til show you directly. I got the paper and 
read it yesterday. Here, in the Petersburg pa- 
per Gossip. The paper began coming out this 
year. I am awfully fond of gossip, and I take it 
in, and now it pays me out— this is what gossip 
comes to! Here it is, here, this passage. Read 
it.’’ 

And she handed Alyosha a sheet of news- 
paper which had been under her pillow. 

it was not exactly that she was u])sct, she 
seemed overwhelmed and perhaps everything 
really was mixed up in a tangle in her head. 
The paragraph was very typical, and must 
h.avc been a great shock to her, but, fortunately 
perhaps, she was unable to ^eep her mind 
fixed on any one subject at that moment, and 
so might race off in a minute to something else 



jOA The Brothers Karamazov 


and quite forget the newspaper. 

Alyosha was well aware that the story of 
the terrible case had spread all over Russia. 
And, good heavens! what wild rumours about 
his brother, about the Karamazovs, and about 
himself he had read in the course of those two 
months, among other equally credible items! 
One paper had even stated that he had gone 
into a monastery and become a monk, in hor- 
ror at his brother's crime. Another contra- 
dicted this, and stated that he and his elder. 
Father Zossima, had broken into the monas- 
tery chest and "made tracks from the monas- 
tery." The present paragraph in the paper 
Gossip was under the heading, "The Karama- 
zov Case at Skotoprigonyevsk." (That, alas! 
was the name of our little town. I had hitherto 
kept it concealed.) It was brief, and Madame 
Hohlakov was not directly mentioned in it. 
No names appeared, in fact. It was merely 
stated that the criminal, whose approaching 
trial was making such a sensation— retired 
army captain, an idle swaggerer, and reaction- 
ary bully— was continually involved in amo- 
rous intrigues, and particularly popular with 
certain ladies "who were pining in solitude." 
One such lady, a pining widow, who tried to 
seem young though she had a growm-up daugh- 
ter, was so fascinated by him that only two 
hours before the crime she offered him three 
thousand roubles, on condition that he would 
elope with her to the gold mines. But the crim- 
inal, counting on escaping punishment, had 
preferred to murder his father to get the three 
thousand rather than go off to Siberia with the' 
middle-aged charms of his pining lady. This 
playful paragraph finished, of course, with an 
outburst of generous indignation at the wick- 
edness of parricide and at the lately abolished 
institution of serfdom. Reading it with curi- 
osity, Alyosha folded up the paper and hand- 
ed it back to Madame Ilohlakov. 

"Well, that must be me," she hurried on 
again. "Of course I am meant. Scarcely more 
than an hour before, I suggested gold mines to 
him, and here they talk of 'middle-aged 
charms' as though that were my motive! Fie 
writes that out of spite! God Almighty forgive 
him for the middle-aged charms, as I forgive 

him! You know it's Do you know who it 

is? It's your friend Rakitin." 

"Perhaps," said Alyosha, "though I've heard 
nothing about it." 

“It's he, it's he! No 'perhaps' about it. You 
know 1 turned him out of the house. . . . You 
know all that story, don't you?" 


“1 know that you asked him not to visit you 
for the future, but why it was, 1 haven't heard 
. . from you, at least." 

“Ah. then you've heard it from him! He 
abuses me, I suppose, abuses me dreadfully?" 

“Yes, he does; but then he abuses everyone. 
But why you've given him up I haven't heard 
from him either. I meet him very seldom now, 
indeed. We are not friends." 

“Well, then, I'll tell you all about it. There's 
no help for it. I'll confess, for there is one 
point in which I w^as perhaps to blame. Only a 
little, little point, so little that perhaps it doesn't 
count. You see, my dear boy"— Madame Hoh- 
lakov suddenly looked arch and a charming, 
though enigmatic, smile played about her lips 
—“you see, I suspect . . . You must forgive me, 
Alyosha. I am like a mother to you. . . . No, 
no; quite the contrary. I speak to you now as 
though you were my father— mother's quite 
out of place. Well, it's as though I were con- 
fessing to Father Zossima, that's just it. I called 
you a monk just now. Well, that poor young 
man, your friend, Rakitin (Mercy on us! I 
can't be angry with him. I feel cross, but not 
very), that frivolous young man, would you 
believe it, seems to have taken it into his head 
to fall in love with me. I only noticed it later. 
At first— a month ago— he only began to come 
oftener to see me, almost every day; though, 
of course, we were acquainted before. I knew 
nothing about it . . . and suddenly it dawned 
upon me, and I began to notice things with 
surprise. You know, two months ago, that 
modest, charming, excellent young man, Pyotr 
Ilyitch Perhotin, who’s in the service here, be- 
gan to be a regular visitor at the house. You 
met him here ever so maiiy rimes yourself. 
And he is an excellent, earnest young man, 
isn't he? He comes once every three days, not 
every day (though I should be glad to see him 
every day), and always so well dressed. Alto- 
gether, I love young people, Alyosha, talented, 
modest, like you, and he has almost the mind 
of a statesman, he talks so charmingly, and I 
shall certainly, certainly try and get promo- 
tion for him. He is a future diplomat. On that 
awful day he almost saved me from death by 
coming in the night. And your friend Rakitin 
comes in such boots, and always stretches them 

out on the carpet He began hinting at his 

feelings, in fact, and one day, as he was going, 
he squeezed my hand terribly hard. My foot 
began to swell directly after he pressed my 
hand like that. He had met Pyotr Ilyitch here 
beffire, and would you believe it, he is always 
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gibing at him, growling at him, for some rea- was all sarcastic. I thought he was in earnest. 


son. I simply looked at the way they went on 
together and laughed inwardly. So I was sit- 
ting here alone—no, I was laid up then. Well, 
I was lying here alone and suddenly Rakitin 
comes in, and only fancyl brought me some 
verses of his own composition— a short poem, 
on niy bad foot: that is, he described my foot 
in a poem. Wait a minute— how did it go? 

A captivating little foot. 

It began somehow like that. I can never re- 
member poetry. Tve got it here. 1*11 show it to 
you later. But it*s a charming thing— charm- 
ing; and, you know, it*s not only about the 
foot, it had a good moral, too, a charming 
idea, only I’ve forgotten it; in fact, it was just 
the thing for an album. So, ot course, I thanked 
him, and he was evidently flattered. I’d hardly 
had time to thank him when in conics Pyotr 
Ilyitch, and Rakitin suddenly looked as black 
as night. I could see that Pyotr Ilyitch was in 
the way, for Rakitin certainly w^anted to say 
something after giving me the verses. I had a 
presentiment of o t Pyotr Ilyitch came in. 
i showed Pyotr Ilyitch the verses and didn't 
say w'ho was the author. But I am convinced 
that he guessed, though he won’t own it to this 
day, anci declares he had no idea. But he says 
that on purpose. Pyotr Ilyitch began to laugh 
at once, and fell to criticising it. ‘Wretched 
doggerel,’ he said they were, ‘some divinity 
student must have written them,’ and with 
such vehemence, such vehemence! I’hen, in- 
stead of laughing, your friend flew' into a rage. 
‘Good gracious!’ I thought, 'they’ll fly at each 
other.’ ‘It was 1 who wrote them,’ said he. ‘I 
wrote them as a joke,’ he said, ‘for I think it 

degrading to wTite verses Hut they arc good 

poetiy. They want to put .1 monument to your 
Pushkin for writing about women’s feet, while 
J wrote with a moral purpose, and you,’ said 
he, ‘are an advocate of serfdom. You’ve no hu- 
mane ideas,* said he. ‘You have no modern en- 
lightened feelings, you arc iiniiiflucnccd by 
progress, you are a mere oflicial,’ he said, ‘and 
you take bribes.’ Then I began screaming and 
imploring them. And, you know, Pyotr ilyitch 
is anything but a coward. He at once took up 
the most gentlemanly tone, looked at him sar- 
castically, listened, and apologised. ’I’d no 
idea,* said he. ‘1 shouldn’t have said it, if 1 
had known. 1 should have praised it. Poets arc 
all so irritable,’ he said. In short, he laughed 
at him under cover of the most gentlemanly 
tone. He explained to me afterwards that it 


Only as I lay there, just as before you now, I 
thought, ‘Would it, or would it not, be the 
proper thing for me to turn Rakitin out for 
shouting so rudely at a visitor in my house?’ 
And, would you believe it, I lay here, shut my 
eyes, and wondered, would it be the proper 
thing or not. I kept worrying and wwrying, 
and my heart began to beat, and I couldn’t 
make up my mind whether to make an outcry 
or not. One voice seeme«l to be telling me. 
‘Speak,’ and the other 'No, don’t speak.’ And 
no sooner had the second voice saicl that than 
I cried out, and fainted. Of course, there was 
a fuss. I got up suddenly and said to Rakitin, 
*lt’s painful for me to say it, but I don’t wish 
to see you in my house again.’ So I turned him 
out. Ah! Alexey Fyodorovitch, I know' myself 
I did wrong. I was putting it on. 1 wasn’t an- 
gry with him at all, really; but 1 suddenly fan- 
cied— that was what did it— that it would be 
such a fine scene.''' . . . And yet, believe me, it 
was quite natural, for I really shed tears and 
cried for several days afterw'ards, and then sud- 
denly, one afternoon, I forgot all about it. So 
it’s a fortnight since he’s been here, and I kept 
wondering whether he would come again. 1 
wondered even yesterday, then suddenly last 
night came this Gossip. I read it and gasped. 
Who could have written it? He must have writ- 
ten it. He went home, sat down, wrote it on the 
spot, sent it, and they put it in. It was a fort- 
night ago, you see. But, Alyosha, it’s awful how 
I keep talking and don’t say what I want to say. 
Ah! the words come of themselves!” 

‘‘It’s very important for me to be in time to 
.sec my brother to-day,” Alyosha faltered. 

‘‘To be sure, to be sure! You bring it all 
back to me. Listen, w'hat is an aberration?” 

‘‘What aberration?” asked Alyosha, wonder- 
ing. 

‘‘In the legal sense. An aberration in wdiich 
everything is pardonable. Whatever you do, 
you will be acquitted at once.” 

‘‘What do you mean?” 

“I’ll tell you. This Katya . . . Ah! she is a 
charming, charming creature, only I never can 
make out wdio it is she is in love with. She was 
with me some time ago and 1 couldn’t get any- 
thing out of her. Especially as she won’t talk 
to me except on the surface now. She is al- 
ways talking about my health and nothing 
else, and she takes up such a tone with me, too. 
I simply said to myself, ‘Well, so be it. 1 don't 
care* . . . Oh. yes. I was talking of aberration. 
This doctor has come. You know a doctor has 
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come? Of course, you know it— the one who 
discovers madmen. You wrote for him. No, it 
wasn’t you, but Katya. It’s all Katya's doing. 
Well, you sec, a man may be sitting perfectly 
sane and suddenly have an abeiTation. He 
may be conscious and know what he is doing 
and yet be in a state of aberration. And there’s 
no doubt that Dmitri Fyodorovitch was suffer- 
ing from aberration. They found out about 
aberration as soon as the law courts were re- 
formed. It’s all the good effect of the reformed 
law courts. The doctor has been here and ques- 
tioned me about that evening, about the gold 
mines. TIow did he seem then?’ he asked me. 
He must have been in a state of aberration. 
He came in shouting. ‘Money, money, three 
thou.sand! Give me three thousand!’ and then 
went away and immediately did the murder. ‘I 
don’t want to murder him,’ he .said, and he 
suddenly went and murdered him. That’s 
why they’ll acquit him, because he struggled 
against it and yet he murdered him," 

"But he didn't murder him." Alyosha inter- 
rupted rather sharply. He felt more and more 
sick w'ith anxiety and impatience. 

"Yes, I know it was that old man Grigory 
murdered him." 

"Grigory?" cried Alyosha. 

"Yes, yes; it was Grigory. He lay as Dmitri 
Fyodorovitch struck him down, and then got 
up, saw the door open, went in and killed Fyo- 
dor Pavlovitch." 

"But why, why?” 

"Suffering from aberration. When he rc; 
covered from the blow Dmitri Fyodorovitch 
gave him on the head, he was* suffering from 
aberration: he went and committed the mur- 
der. As for his saying he didn’t, he very likely 
doesn't remember. Only, you know, it'll be 
better, ever so much better, if Dmitri Fyodoro- 
vitch murdered him. And that’s how it must 
have been, though I say it was Grigory. It cer- 
tainly was Dmitri Fyodorovitch, and that's 
better, ever so much better! Oh! not better 
that a son should have killed his father, 1 
don’t defend that. Children ought to honour 
their parents, and yet it would be better if it 
were he, as you’d have nothing to cry over 
then, for he did it when he was unconscious or 
rather when he was conscious, but did not 
know what he was doing. Let them acquit him 
—that’s so humane, and would show what a 
blessing reformed law courts arc. I knew noth- 
ing about it, but they say they have been so a 
long time. And when I heard it yesterday, I 
was so struck by it that I wanted to send for 


you at once. And if he is acquitted, make him 
come straight from the law courts to dinner 
with me, and I’ll have a party of friends, and 
we’ll drink to the reformed law courts. I don’t 
believe he’d be dangerous; besides. I’ll invite 
a great many friends, so that he could always 
be led out if he did anything. And then he 
might be made a justice of the peace or some- 
thing in another town, for those who have 
been in trouble themselves make the best 
judges. And. besides, who isn’t .suffering from 
aberration nowadays?— you. I, all of.us.are iiiii 
state of aberration, and there arc ever so many 
examples of it: a man sits singing a song, sud- 
denly .something annoys him, he takes a pistol 
and shoots the first person he comes across, 
and no one blames him for it. I read that late- 
ly, and all the doctors confirm it. The doctors 
are always confirming: they confirm anything. 
Why, my Lise is in a state of aberration. She 
made me cry again yesterday, and the day be- 
fore, too, and to-day I suddenly realised that 
it's all due to aberration. Oh, Li.sc grieves me 
sol I believe she’s quite mad. Why did she send 
for you? Did she send for you or did you come 
of yourself?" 

"Yes, she sent for me, and I am just going to 
her." Alyosha got up resolutely. 

"Oh, my dear, dear Alexey Fyodorovitch, 
perhaps that’s what’s most important," Ma- 
dame Hohlakov cried, suddenly bursting into 
tears. "Ciod knows I trust Use to you with aP 
my heart, and it’s no matter her sending for 
you on the sly, without telling her nn>ther. But 
forgive me, I can’t trust my daughter so easily 
to your brother Ivan Fyodorovitch, though I 
still consider him the most chivalrous young 
man. But only fancy, he’s been to see Lise and 
I knew nothing about it!" 

"How? What? When?” Alyosha was exceed- 
ingly surprised. He had not sat down again 
and listened standing. 

"I will tell you; that’s perhaps why I asked 
you to come, for I don’t know now why 1 did 
ask you to come. Well, Ivan Fyodorovitch has 
been to .see me twice, since he came back ficmi 
Moscow. First time he came as a triend to call 
on me, and the .second time Katya was here 
and he came bccau.se he lieard .she was here. I 
didn’t, of course, expect him to come often, 
knowing what a lot he has to do as it is, vous 
comprenez, cetle affaire el la mort terrible de 
voire papa? But I suddenly heard he’d been 
here again, not to see me but to see Lise. 'Fhat’s 

^ You know, this a II air and your father’s terrible 
death 
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six days ago now. He came, stayed five min- 
utes, and went away. And I didn't hear of it 
till three days afterwards, from Glafira, so it 
was a great shock to me. I sent for I .ise directly. 
She laughed. 'He thought you were asleep,* 
she said, 'and came in to me to ask after your 
health.* Of course, that’s how it happened. 
But Lise, Lise, mercy on us, how she distresses 
mel Would you believe it, one night, four days 
ago, just after you saw her last time, and had 
gone away, she suddenly had a fit, screaming, 
shrieking, hysterics! Why is it I never have 
hysterics? Then, next day another fit, and the 
same thing on the third, and yesterday too. 
and then yesterday that aberration. She sud- 
denly screamed out, ‘1 hate Ivan Fyodorovitch. 
I insist on your never letting him come to the 
house again.’ I was struck dumb at these amaz 
iiig words, and answered, 'On what grounds 
could 1 refuse to see such an excellent young 
man, a young man of such learning too, and 
so unfortunate?’— for :dl this business is a mis- 
fortune, isn’t it? She suddenly burst out laugh- 
ing at my words, and so rudely, you know. 
Well, I was pleased: J ♦bought I had amused her 
and the fits would pass olt. especially as I want- 
ed to refuse to see Ivan f'yodoroviuh anyway on 
arc ount of his strange visits without my knowl- 
edge, and meant to ask him for an explana- 
tion. But early tliis morning Lise waked up 
and flew into a passion with Yulia and, would 
you believe it, slapped her in the face. 1 hat’s 
monstrous; I am always polite to my servants. 
And an hour later she was hugging Yulia's feet 
and kissing them. She sent a message to me 
that she wasn’t coming to me at all, and would 
never (ome and see me again, and when 1 
dragged myself down to her, she rushed to 
kiss me, crying, and as she kissed me, .she 
pushed me out of the room without saying a 
word, so I couldn’t find out what was the mat- 
ter. Now, dear Alexey Fyodorovitch, 1 rest all 
my hopes on you, and, of course, my whole life 
is in your hands. 1 simply beg you to go to Lise 
and find out everything from her, as you alone 
can, and come back and tell me?— me, her 
mother, for you understand it w'ill be the 
death of me, simply the death of me. if this 
gc^es on, or else 1 shall run away. I can stand 
no more. 1 have patience; but 1 may lose pa- 
tience, and then . . . then something awful will 
happen. Ah, dear me! At la.st, Pyotr llyitchl” 
criecl Madame llohlakov, beaming all over as 
she saw Perhotin enter the reborn. "You arc 
late, you arc late! Well. "sit down, speak, put 
us out of suspense. What does the counsel say. 


Where are you off to, Alexey Fyodorovitch?” 

"To Lise.” 

“Oh, yes. You won’t forget, you won’t forget 
what I asked you? It’s a question of life and 
death!” 

“Of course, I won’t forget, if I can . but 
I am so late,” muttered Alyosha, beating a 
hasty retreat. 

“No, be sure, be sure to come in; don’t say 
‘If you can.' I shall die if you don't,’ Madame 
Hoh Iakov called after him, but Alyosha had 
already left die room. 

Chapter A Little Demon 
Going in to Lise, he found her half reclining 
in the invalid-chair, in which she had been 
wheeled when she was unable to walk. She did 
not move to meet him. but her sharp, keen 
eyes were simply riveted on his face. There 
was a feverish look in her eyes, her face was 
pale and yellow. Alyosha w'as amazed at the 
change that hacLtaken place in her in three 
days. She was positively thinner. She did not 
hold out her hand to him. He touched the 
thill, long fingers which lay motionless on her 
dress, then he sat clown facing her, without a 
word. 

“1 -know you are in a hurry to get to the 
prison,’’ Lise said curtly, “and mamma’s kept 
you there for liotirs; she’s just been telling 
you af)out me and Yulia.” 

“How do you know?” asked Alyosha. 

‘Tve been listening. Why do you stare at 
me? I want to listen and I do listen, there's no 
harm in that. I don’t apologise.’’ 

“You are upset about something?” 

"On the contrary’, I am very happy. I’ve 
only just been rellecting for the thiriietli time 
what a good thing it is I refused you and sliall 
not be your wife. You are not fit to be a hus- 
band. If I were to marry you and give you a 
note to take to the man I loved alter you, 
you’d lake it and be sure to give it to him and 
bring an answer back, too. It you were forty, 
you w ould still go on taking my love-letters for 
me.” 

She suddenly laughed. 

“There is something spiteful and yet open- 
hearted about you,” Alyosha smiled to her. 

“The open-heartedness consists in my not 
being ashamed of myself wdth you. What’s 
more, I don’t want to feel ashamed Avith you, 
just with you. Alyosha, why is it 1 don’t respect 
you? I am very fond of you, but I don’t respect 
you. If I respected you, I shouldn’t talk to you 
without shame, should 1?” 



BOO The Brothers Karamazov 

"No/' -No." 


"But do you believe that I am not ashamed 
with you?" 

"No, I don't believe it.” 

Lise laughed nervously again; she spoke 
rapidly. 

"I sent your brother, Dmitri Fyodorovitch, 
some sweets in prison. Alyosha, you know, you 
are quite pretty! I shall love you awfully for 
having so quickly allowed me not to love you." 

"Why did you send for me to-day, Lise?" 

"I wanted to tell you of a longing I have. I 
should like some one to torture me, marry me 
and then torture me, deceive me and go away. 
I don't want to be happy.” 

"You are in love with disorder?” 

“Yes, I want disorder. I keep wanting to set 
fire to the house. I keep imagining how I'll 
creep up and set fire to the house on the sly; 
it must be on the sly. They'll try to put it out, 
but it'll go on burning. And I shall know and 
say nothing. Ah, what sillinessi And how 
bored I am!" 

She waved her hand with a look of repul- 
sion. 

“It’s your luxurious life,” said Alyosha, soft- 

ly- 

“Is it better, then, to be poor?” 

“Yes, it is better.” 

“That's what your monk taught you. That's 
not true. Let me be rich and all the rest poor. 
I'll cat sweets and drink cream and not give 
any to anyone else. Ach, don’t speak, don't 
say anything”; she shook her hand at him, 
though Alyosha had not opened his moutK. 
“You’ve told me all that before, I know it all 
by heart. It bores me. If I am ever poor, I shall 
murder somebody, and even if I am rich, I 
may murder someone, perhaps— why do noth- 
ing! But do you know, I should like to reap, 
cut the rye? I'll marry you, and you shall be- 
come a peasant, a real peasant; we’ll keep a 
colt, shall we? Do you know Kalganov?” 

"Yes." 

“He is always wandering about, dreaming. 
He says, 'Why live in real life? It’s better to 
dream. One can dream the most delightful 
things, but real life is a bore.' But he’ll be mar- 
ried soon for all that; he's been making love to 
me already. Can you spin tops?” 

“Yes.” 

“Well, he's just like a top: he wants to be 
wound up and set spinning and then to be 
lashed, lashed, lashed with a whip. If I marry 
him. I'll keep him spinning all his life. You 
are not ashamed to be with me?” 


“You are awfully cross, because I don't talk 
about holy things. I don't want to be holy. 
What will they do to one in the next world for 
the greatest sin? You must know all about 
that.” 

"God will censure you.” Alyosha was watch- 
ing her steadily. 

“That’s just what I should like. I would go 
up and they would censure me, and I would 
burst out laughing in their faces. I should 
dreadfully like to set fire to the house, Alyosha, 
to our house; you still don’t believe me?” 

“Why? There are children of twelve years 
old, who have a longing to set fire to something 
and they do set things on fire, too. It's a sort of 
disease.” 

“That's not true, that's not true; there may 
be children, but that's not what I mean.” 

“You take evil for good; it’s a passing crisis; 
it's the result of your illness, perhaps.” 

“You do despise me, though! It's simply 
that I don't want to do good, I want to do evil, 
and it has nothing to do with illness.” 

“Why do evil?” 

“So that everything might be destroyed. Ah, 
how nice it would be if everything were de- 
stroyed! You know, Alyosha, I sometimes think 
of doing a fetarful lot of harm and everything 
bad, and I should do it for a long while on the 
sly and suddenly everyone would find it out. 
Everyone will stand round and point their fin- 
gers at me and I would look at them all. That 
would be awfully nice. Why would it be so 
nice, Alyosha?” 

“I don't know. It’s a craving to destroy some- 
thing good or, as you say, to set fire to some- 
thing. It happens sometimes.” 

“I not only say it, I shall do it.” 

“I believe you.” 

“Ah, how I love you for saying you believe 
me. And you are not lying one little bit. But 
perhaps you think that 1 am saying all this on 
purpose to annoy you?” 

“No, 1 don’t think that . . . though perhaps 
there is a little desire to do that in it, too.” 

“There is a little. I never can tell lies to 
you,” she declared, with a strange fire in her 
eyes. 

What struck Alyosha above everything was 
her earnestness. There was not a trace of 
humour or jesting in her face now, though, in 
old days, fun and gaiety never deserted her 
even at her most “earnest” moments. 

"There are moments when people love 
crime,” said Alyosha thoughtfully. 
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“Yes, yesi You have uttered my thought; they 
love crime, everyone loves crime, they love it 
always, not at some 'moments/ You know, it's 
as though people have made an agreement to 
lie about it and have lied about it ever since. 
They all declare that they hate evil, but secret- 
ly they all love it." 

“And are you still reading nasty books?” 

“Yes, I am. Mamma reads them and hides 
them under her pillow and I steal them.” 

“Aren't you ashamed to destroy yourself?” 

“I want to destroy myself. There's a boy 
here, who lay down between the railway lines 
when the train was passing. Lucky fellow! Lis- 
ten. your brother is being tried now for mur- 
dering his father and everyone loves his hav- 
ing killed his father.” 

“Loves his having killed his father?” 

“Yes, loves it; everyone loves it! Everybody 
says it's so awful, but secretly they simply love 
it. I for one love it.” 

“There is some truth in what you say about 
cvery«)nc,'’ said Alyosha softly. 

“Oh. what ideas you have!” Lise shrieked in 
delight. “And you a monk, too! You wouldn't 
believe how I res|>€ct you, Alyosha, for never 
telling lies. Oh, I must tell you a funny dream 
of mine. I sometimes dream of devils. It's 
night: I am in my r(K)m with a candle and sud- 
denly there are devils all over the place, in all 
the corners, under the table, and they open the 
doors: there's a crowd of them behind the 
doors and they want to come and seize me. 

And they are just coming, just seizing me. But 
I suddenly cross myself and they all draw back, 
though they don’t go away altogether, they 
stand at the doors and in the corners, waiting. 

And suddenly I have a frightful longing to 
revile God aloud, and so 1 begin, and then 
they come crowding back to me, delighted, 
and seize me again and I cross myself again 
and they all draw back. It’s awful fun, it takes 
one’s breath away.” 

“I've had the same dream, too,” said Alyo- 
sha suddenly. 

“Really?” cried Lise, surprised, “I say, Alyo- 
sha, don't laugh, that’s awfully important. 
Could two different people have the same 
dr^am?” 

“It seems they can.” 

“Alyosha, I tell you, it's awfully important,” 

Lise went on, with really excessive amazement. 

“It's not the dream that’s important, but your 
liaving the same dream as me. You never lie to 
me, don't lie now: is it true? You are not 
laughing?” 


“It's true.” 

Lise seemed extraordinarily impressed and 
for half a minute she was silent. 

“Alyosha, come and see me, come and see 
me more often,” she said suddenly, in a sup- 
plicating voice. 

“I'll always come to see you, all my life,” an- 
swered Alyosha finnly. 

“You are the only person I can talk to, you 
know,” Lise began again. “I talk to no one but 
myself and you. Only you in the whole w'orld. 
And to you more readily than to myself. And 
I am not a bit ashamed with you, not a bit. 
Alyosha, why am I not ashamed with you, not 
a bit? Alyosha, is it true that at Easter the Jews 
steal a child and kill it?” 

“I don’t know.” 

“There’s a book here in which I read about 
the trial of a Jew, who took a child of four 
years old and iiit off the fingers from both 
hands, and then crucified him on the wall, 
hammered nails «nto him and crucified him, 
and afterwards, when he was tried, he said 
that the child died soon, within four hours. 
That was 'soon'! He said the child moaned, 
kept on moaning and he stood admiring it. 
That's nice!” 

“Nice?” 

“Nice; I sometimes imagine that it was I 
who CTucifted him. He would hang there moan- 
ing and I would sit opposite him eating pine- 
apple compote, I am awfully fond of pineap- 
ple compote. Do you like it?” 

Alyosha looked at her in silence. Her pale, 
sallow face was suddenly contorted, her eyes 
burned. 

“You know, when I read about that Jew I 
shook with sobs all night. I kept fancying how 
the little thing cried and moaned (a child of 
four years old understands, you know), and 
all the while the thought of pineapple com- 
pote haunted me. In the morning 1 wrote a 
letter to a certain person, begging him par- 
ticularly to come and see me. He came and I 
suddenly told him all about the child and the 
pineapple compote. All about it, all, and said 
that it was nice. He laughed and said it really 
was nice. Then he got up and went away. He 
was only here five minutes. Did he despise me? 
Did he despise me? Tell me, tell me. Alyosha, 
did he despise me or not?” She sat up on the 
couch, with Hashing eyes. 

“Tell me,” Alyosha asked anxiously, “did 
you send for that person?” 

“Yes. I did." / 

“Did you send him a letter?” 
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“Yes/' 

“Simply to ask about that, about that child?" 

"No, not about that at all. But when he 
came. I asked him about that at once. He an- 
swered, laughed, got up and went away.” 

"That person behaved honourably," Alyo- 
sha murmured. 

"And did he despise me? Did he laugh at 
me?" 

"No, for perhaps he believes in the pineap- 
ple compote himself. He is very ill now, too, 
Lise." 

"Yes, he does believe in it," said Lise, with 
flashing eyes. 

"He doesn’t despise anyone," Alyosha went 
on. "Only he docs not believe anyone. If he 
doesn't believe in people, of course, he docs 
despise them." 

"Then he despises me, me?" 

"You, t(w." 

"Good." Lise seemed to grind her teeth. 
"When he went out laughing, I felt that it was 
nice to be despised. The child with fingers cut 
off is nice, ancl to be despised is nice . . ." 

And she laughed in Alyosha's face, a fever- 
ish malicious laugh. 

"Do you know, Alyosha, do you know, I 
should like Alyosha, .save me!" She sud- 

denly jumped from the couch, rushed to him 
and seized him with both hands. "Save mcl" 
she almost gioaned. "Is there anyone in the 
world I could tell w'hat I’ve told you? I’ve told 
you the truth, the truth. I shall kill myself, be- 
cause 1 loathe cveryahing! I don’t wMnt to live, 
because I loathe e\erylhing! I loathe every- 
thing, everything. Alyosha, why don’t you love 
me in the least?” she finished in a frenzy. 

"But I do love you!" answered Alyosha 
warmly. 

"And will you weep over me, will you?” 

"Yes." 

"Not because I won’t be your wife, but sim- 
ply wx’C'p for me?” 

"Yes.” 

"Thank you! It's only your tears I want. 
Everyone else may punish me and trample me 
under foot, everyone, everyone, not excepting 
anyone. For I don't love anyone. Do yon hear, 
not anyone! On the contrary, I hate him! Go, 
Alyosha; it's time you went to your brother”; 
she tore herself away from him suddenly. 

"How can I leave you like this?” said Alyo- 
sha, almost in alarm. 

"Go to your brother, the prison will be shut; 
go, here's your hat. Give my love to Mitya, go. 


And she almost forcibly pushed Alyosha out 
of the door. He looked at her with pained sur- 
prise, when he was suddenly aware of a letter 
in his right hand, a tiny letter folded up tight 
and sealed. He glanced at it and instantly read 
the address, ‘T o Ivan Fyodorovitch Karama- 
zov.” He looked quickly at Lise. Her face had 
become almost menacing. 

"Give it to him, you must give it to him!” 
slie ordered him, trembling and beside her- 
self. "To-day, at once, or I’ll poison myself! 
That's why I sent for you.” 

And she slammed the door quickly. The bolt 
clicked. Alyosha put the note in his pocket 
and wxnt straight downstairs, wdthout going 
back to Madarnc Hohlakov; forgetting her, in 
fact. As soon as Alyosha had gone, Lise un- 
bolted the door, opened it a little, put her fin- 
ger in the crack and slammed the demr w'ith 
all her might, pinching her fi nger. Ten secern ds 
after, releasing her finger, she walkc'd .soltly, 
slowly to her idiair, sat up straight in it and 
looked intently at her blackened finger and at 
the blood that oo/ed from under the nail. Her 
lips were quivering and she kept whis[)ering 
rapidly to herself: 

“I am a wretch, wretch, wretch, wretch!” 

Chapter 4. A Hymn and a Secret 
It was quitcTate (days are short in November) 
when yXlyosha rang at the prison gate. It w^as 
beginning to get dusk. But Alyosha knew that 
he would be admitted witliout dilhculty. 
Things wcie managed in our little town, as 
every wdiere else. At first, of course, on the con- 
clusion of the preliminary inejuiry, relations 
and a few other persons could only obtain in- 
terview's with Mitya by going through certain 
inevitable formalities. But later, though the 
formalities were not relaxed, exceptions were 
made tor some, at least, of Mitya’s visitors. So 
much so, that sometimes the interviews wdth 
the prisoner in the room set aside for the pur- 
pose were practically tete-a-tete. 

TJiesc exceptions, how'ever, w’cre few' in 
number; only (irushenka, Alyosha ancl Raki- 
tin were treated like this, lint the captain of 
the police, Mihail Mihailovitch, was very fa- 
vourably disposed to Grushenka. llis abuse of 
her at Mokroe weighed on the old man's con- 
science, and when he learned the whole story, 
he completely changed his view of her. And 
strange to say, though he was firmly persuaded 
of his guilt, yet after Mitya was once in prison, 
the old man came to lake a more and more 
lenient view of him. "He was a man of good 
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heart, perhaps," he thought, "who had rome 
to grief from drinking and dissipation." His 
first horror had been succeeded by pity. As for 
Alyosha, the polite captain was \cry loud of 
him and had known him for a long time. Kaki' 
tin, who had of late taken to coining very often 
to see the prisoner, was one of the most inti- 
mate acquaintances of the "police captain’s 
young ladies,” as he called them, and was al- 
ways hanging about their house. He gave les- 
sons in the house of the prison superintend- 
ent. too, who, though scrupulous in the per- 
formance ol his duties, was a kindlieatted old 
man. Alyosha, again, had an intimateacquaint- 
aiue of long standing with the superintend- 
ent, who was lond of talking to him, generally 
on sacred subjects. He respected Ivan Fyodo- 
rovitch, and stoodinaweofhisopinion. though 
he was a great philosopher Jiimself; "self- 
taught," of course. But Alyosha had an irresist- 
ible attraction for him. During the last year 
the old man had taken to studying the Apocry- 
phal Gospels, and constantly talked over his 
impressions with his young Iriend. He used to 
come and see him bi the monastery and dis- 
cussed lor hours logcthei with him and with 
the monks. So even if Alyosha were late at 
the piison, he had only to go to the superin- 
tendent and everything was made easy. 
Besides, everyone in the prison, down to 
the humblest warder, had grown used to 
Alyosha. The sentry, of course, did not 
trouble him so long as the authorities were 
satisfic’d. 

When Mitva was summoned from his cell, 
he always w’enl dowaistaiis, to the place set 
aside (or interviews. As Alyosha entered the 
mom he came upon Rakitin, who was just 
taking leave of Mit)a. I hey were both talking 
loudly. Mitya was laughing heartily as lie saw 
him out, while Rakitin seemed grumbling. 
Rakitin did not like meeting Alyosha, espe- 
cially of late, lie scarcely spoke to him. and 
bowed to him stiffly. Seeing Alvosha enter now, 
he frowned and looked away, as though he 
were entirely absorbed in buttoning his big, 
warm, fur-trimmed overcoat, riieii he began 
looking at once for his umbrella. 

■ "1 must mind not to forget my belongings," 
he muttered, simply to say something. 

"Mind you don’t forget other people’s be- 
longings," said Mitya, as a joke, and laughed 
at nnce at his own wit. Rakitin fired up In- 
stantly. 

"You'd bcttcT give tlfat advice to your own 
family, who’ve always been a slave-driving lot. 


and not to Rakitin," he cried, suddenly trem- 
bling with anger. 

"What’s the matter? I w^as joking," cried 
Mitya. "Damn it all! Fhey are all like that." 
lie turned to Alyosha, nodding towards Raki- 
tin's hurriedly retreating figure. "He was sit- 
ting here, laughing and cheeiful, and all at 
once he boils up like that. He didn’t even nod 
to you. Have you broken withhinicomplctely? 
Why are you so late? I’ve not been simply wait- 
ing, but thirsting for you the whole morning. 
Bui never mind. We’ll make up for it now." 

"Why docs he come here often? Surely 
you arc not such great friends?" asked Alyosha. 
He, too, nodded at the docir through which 
Rakitin had disappeared. 

"Great friends with Rakitin? No, not as 
much as that. Is it likely--a pig like that? He 
considers I am ... a blackguard. They can’t 
understand a joke either, that's the worst of 
such people. They never understand a joke, 
and their souls arc* dry, dry and flat; they re- 
mind me of prison walls when 1 was first 
brought here. But he is a clever fellow, very 
clever. Well, Alexey, it's all over with me 
now.” 

He sat clown on the bench and made Alyo- 
sha sit down beside him. 

"Yes, the trial’s to-morrow. Are you so hope- 
less, brother?" Alyosha said, with an apprehen- 
sive feeling. 

"What are you talking about?" said Mitya, 
looking at him rather uncertainly. “Oh, you 
mean the trial! Damn it all! Till now we’ve 
been talking ol things that don't matter, about 
this trial, but 1 haven’t said a word to you 
about the chief thing. Yes. the trial is to-mor- 
row; but it wasn’t the trial I meant, when 1 
said it was all over with me. Why do you look 
at me so critically?” 

"W hat do you mean, Mitya?” 

"Ideas, ideas, that’s all! Fthics! What is 
ethics?” 

"Fthics?” asked \lvosha, wondering. 

"Yes; is it a science?" 

"Yes. there is such a science . . . but ... I 
confess I can’t explain to you what sort of 
science it is." 

"Rakitin knows. Rakitin knows a lot, damn 
him! He’s not going to be a monk. He means 
to go to Peu rsbuig. Fhere he’ll go in for criti- 
cism of an elevating tendency. W4u) knows, he 
may be of use and make his own career, tc^o. 
Ough! they are fnst-rate, these people, at mak- 
ing a career! Damn ethics, F am done for, 
Alexey, 1 am, you man of God! 1 love you more 
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than anyone. It makes my heart yearn to look 
at you. Who was Karl Bernard?” 

“Karl Bernard?” Alyosha was surprised again. 

“No, not Karl. Stay. 1 made a mistake. Claude 
Bernard. What was he? Chemist or what?” 

“He must be a savant,” answered Alyosha; 
“but I confess I can’t tell you much about him, 
either. I’ve heard of him as a savant, but what 
sort I don’t know.” 

“Well, damn him, theni 1 don’t know either,” 
swore Mitya. “A scoundrel of some sort, most 
likely. They arc all scoundrels. And Rakitin 
will make his way. Rakitin will get on any- 
where; he is another Bernard. Ugh, these Ber- 
nards! They are all over the place.” 

“But what is the matter?” Alyosha asked in- 
sistently. 

“He wants to write an article about me, 
about my case, and so begin his literary career. 
That's what he comes for; he said so himself. 
He w'ants to prove some theory. He wants to 
say ‘he couldn’t help murdering his father, he 
was corrupted by his environment,' and so on. 
He explained it all to me. He is going to put 
in a tinge of Socialism, he says. But there, 
damn the fellow, he can put in a tinge if he 
likes, I don’t care. He can’t bear Ivan, he hates 
him. He’s not fond of you. either. But I don’t 
turn him out, for he is a clever fellow. Awfully 
conceited, though. I said to him just now, ‘I'he 
Karamazovs are not blackguards, but philoso- 
phers; for all true Russians are philosophers, 
and though you’ve studied, you are not a phi- 
losopher— you are a low fellow.’ He laughed, 
so maliciously. And I said to him, *De ideabus 
non est disputandum/' Isn’t that rather good? 
I can set up for being a classic, you see!” Mitya 
laughed suddenly. 

“Why is it all over w^ith you? You said so 
just now,” Alyosha interposed. 

“Why is it all over with me? H’ml . . . The 
fact of it is . . . if you take it as a whole, 1 am 
sorry to lose God— that’s why it is.” 

“What do you mean by ‘sorry to lose God’?” 

“Imagine: inside, in the nerves, in the head 
—that is, these ner\’es are there in the brain 
. . . (damn them!) there arc .sort of little tails, 
the little tails of those nerves, and as soon as 
they begin quivering . . . that is, you see, 1 
look at something with my eyes and then they 
begin quivering, those little tails . . . and when 
they quiver, then an image appears ... it 
doesn’t appear at once, but an instant, a sec- 
ond, passes . . . and then something like a mo- 
ment appears; that is, not a moment— devil 

^There's no disputing ideas. 


take the moment!— but an image; that is, an 
object, or an action, damn it! That's why I see 
and then think, because of those tails, not at 
all because I’ve got a soul, and that I am some 
sort of image and likeness. All that is non- 
sense! Rakitin explained it all to me yester- 
day, brother, and it simply bowled me over. 
It’s magnificent. Alyosha, this science! A new 
man's arising— that I understand. . . . And yet 
I am sorry to lose God!” 

“Well, that’s a good thing, anyway,” said 
Alyosha. 

“That I am sorry to loseGod?It’s chemistry, 
brother, chemistry ! There’s no help for it, your 
reverence, you must make way for chemistry. 
And Rakitin does dislike God. Ough! doesn’t 
he dislike Him! That’s the sore point with all 
of them. But they conceal it. They tell lies. 
They pretend. ‘Will you preach this in your 
reviews?’ I asked him. ‘Oh, well, if I did it 
openly, they won’t let it through,’ he said. He 
laughed. ‘But what will become of men then?’ 
I asked him, ‘without God and immortal life? 
All things are lawful then, they can do what 
they like?' ‘Didn’t you know?’ he said laugh- 
ing, ‘a clever man can do what he likes,’ he 
said. W clever man knows his way about, but 
you’ve put your foot in it, committing a mur- 
der, and now you are rotting in prison.’ He 
says that to my face! A regular pig! I used to 
kick such people out, but now I listen to them. 
He talks a lot of sense, too. Writes well. He be- 
gan reading me an article last '^’eek. 1 copied 
out three lines of it. Wait a minute. Here it is.” 

Mitya hurriedly pulled out a piece of paper 
from his pocket and read: 

“ ‘In order to determine this question, it is 
above all essential to put one’s personality in 
contradiction to one’s reality.' Do you under- 
stand that?” 

“No, 1 don’t,” .said Alyosha. He looked at 
Mitya and listened to him with curiosity. 

“I don’t understand either. It’s dark and ob- 
scure, but intellectual. ‘Everyone writes like 
that now,’ he says, ‘it’s the effect of their en- 
vironment.' They arc afraid of the environ- 
ment. He writes poetry, too, the rascal. He’s 
written in honour of Madams Hohlakov’s 
foot. Ha ha ha!” 

“I've heard about it,” said Alyosha. 

“Have you? And have you heard the poem?” 

“No.” 

“I’ve got it. Here it is. I’ll read it to you. 
You don’t know— I haven’t told you— there's 
quire a story about it. He’s a rascal! Three 
weeks ago he began to tease me. ‘You’ve got 
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yourself into a mess, like a fool, for the sake of 
three thousand, but I’m going to collar a hun- 
dred and fifty thousand. 1 am going to marry 
a widow and buy a house in Petersburg.* And 
he told me he was courting Madame Hohla- 
kov. She hadn’t much brains in her youth, and 
now at forty she has lost what she had. ’But 
she’s awfully sentimental,’ he says; 'that’s how 
I shall get hold of her. When I marry her, I 
.shall take her to Petersburg and there 1 shall 
start a newspaper.’ And his mouth was simply 
watering, the beast, not for the widow, but 
for the hundred and fifty thousand. And he 
made me believe it. He came to see me every 
day. 'She is coming round,’ he declared. He 
was beaming with delight. And then, all of a 
sudden, he was turned out of the house. Per- 
hotin’s carrying everything before him, bravol 
I could kiss the silly old noodle for turning 
him out of the house. And he had written this 
doggerel. ‘It’s the first time I’ve soiled my 
hands with writing poetry,’ he said. ‘It’s to win 
her heart, so it’s in a good cause. When I get 
hold of the silly woman’s fortune, I can be of 
great social utilitv,’ "^hey have this social justi- 
fication for every nasty thing they dol ‘Anyway 
it’s better than your Pushkin’s poetry,’ he said, 
‘for I’ve managed to advocate enlightenment 
even in that.’ 1 understand what he means 
about Pushkin, 1 quite see that, if he really was 
a man of talent and only wrote about women’s 
feet. But wasn’t Rakitin stuck up about his 
doggerel! The vanity of these fellows! ‘On the 
convalescence of the swollen foot of the ob- 
ject of my affections’— he thought of that for 
a title. He’s a waggish fellow. 

A captivatirifr little foot, 

Though swollen and red and tender! 

The doctors (ome and plasters put. 

But still they cannot mend her. 

Yet, *tis not for her foot I dread— 

A theme for Pushkin's muse more fit— 

It's not her foot, it is her head: 

I tremble for her loss of wit! 

For as her foot swells, strange to say. 

Her intellect is on the wane— 

Oh, for some remedy I pray 

That may restore both foot and brain! 

He is a pig, a regular pig, but he’s very arch, 
the rascal! And he really has put in a progres- 
sive idea. And wasn’t he angry whenshekicked 
him out! He was gnashing his teeth!” 

“He’s taken his revenge already,” said Alyo- 
sha. “He’s written a pafagraph about Madame 
Hohlakov.” 


And Alyosha told him briefly about the par- 
agraph in Gossip. 

“That’s his doing, that’s his doing!” Mitya 
assented, frowning. “That’s him! These para- 
graphs ... 1 know . . . the insulting things that 
have been written about Grushenka, for in* 
stance. . . . And about Katya, too. . . . H'm!” 

He walked across the room with a harassed 
air. 

“Brother, I cannot stay long,” Alyosha said, 
after a pause, “lo-morrow will be a great and 
awful day for you, the judgment of God will be 
accomplished ... 1 am amazed at you, you walk 
about here, talking of 1 don’t know what . . .” 

“No, don’t be amazed at me,” Mitya broke 
in warmly. “Am I to talk of that stinking dog? 
Of the murderer? We’ve talked enough of him. 
I don’t want to say more of the stinking son of 
Stinking I.izaveta! God will kill him, you will 
sec. Hush!” 

He went up to Alyosha excitedly and kissed 
him. His eyes gl 9 ived. 

“Rakitin wouldn’t understand it,” he began 
in a sort of exaltation; “but you, you’ll uncler- 
stand it all. That’s why I w'as thirsting for you. 
You sec, there’s so much I’ve been wanting to 
tell you for ever so long, here, within these 
peeling walls, but I haven’t said a word about 
what matters most; the moment never seems 
to have come. Now I can wait no longer. I must 
pour out my heart to you. Brother, these last 
two months I’ve found in myself a new man. 
A new man has risen up in me. He was hidden 
in me, but would never have come to the sur- 
face, if it hadn’t been for this blow from heav- 
en. 1 am afraid! And what do I care if 1 spend 
twenty years in the mines, breaking ore with 
a hammer? I am not a bit afraid of that— it’s 
something else I am afraid of now: that that 
new man may leave me. Even there, in the 
mines, underground,! may find a human heart 
in another convict and murderer by my side, 
and I may make friends with him, for even 
there one may live and love and suffer. One 
may thaw and revive a frozen heart in that 
convict, one may wait upon him for years, and 
at last bring up from the dark depths a lofty 
soul, a feeling, suffering creature; one may 
bring forth an angel, create a hero! There are 
so many of them, hundreds of them, and w’C 
are all to blame for them. Why was it 1 dreamed 
of that ‘babe* at such a moment? ‘Why is the 
babe so pcx)r?’ I'hat was a sign to me at that 
moment. It’s for the babe I’m going. Because 
we are all responsible for ^11. For all the 
‘babes,’ for there are big children as well as 
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little children. All are ‘babes.' I go for all. be- 
cause someone must go for all. I didn’t kill fa- 
ther, but I've got to go. 1 accept it. It’s all come 
to me here, here, within these peeling walls. 
There are numbers of them there, hundreds of 
them underground, with hammers in their 
hands. Oh, yes, we shall be in chains and there 
will be no freedom, but then, in our great sor- 
row, we shall rise again to joy, without which 
man cannot live nor God exist, for God gives 
joy: it's His privilege— a grand one. Ah, man 
should be dissolved in prayer! W'liat should I 
be underground there without God? Rakitin's 
laughing! If they drive God from the earth, we 
shall shelter Him underground. One cannot 
exist in prison without God; it’s even more im- 
possible than out of prison. And tlien we men 
underground will sing from the bowels of the 
earth a glorious hymn to God, with Whom is 
joy. Hail to God and His joy! I love Him!” 

Mitya was almost gasping for breath as he 
uttered his w'ild speech. He turned pale, his 
lips quivered, and tears rolled down his cheeks. 

“Yes, life is full, there is life even under- 
ground,*’ he began again. “You wouldn’t be- 
lieve, Alexey, how I want to live now, what a 
thirst for existence and consciousness has 
sprung up in me within these peeling walls. 
Rakitin doesn't understand that; all he cares 
about is building a house and letting flats. But 
I’ve been longing for you. And what is sufler- 
ing? 1 am not afraid ol it, even if it were be- 
yond reckoning. I am not afraid of it now. I 
was afraid of it before. Do you know, perhaps 

I won’t answer at the trial at all \iul i 

seem to have such strength in me now, that 1 
think I could stand anyiliing, au) suffering, 
only to be able to say and to repeat to myself 
every moment, ‘I exist.’ In thousands of ago- 
nies— I exist. I’m tormented on the rack— but I 
exist! 'rhough 1 .sit alone on a pillar— 1 cxi.st! 

I see the sun, and if I don’t see the sun, I know 
it’s there. And there’s a whole life in that, in 
knowing that the sun is there. Alyo.sha, my 
angel, all these philosophies are the death of 
me. Damn them! Brotlier I\an ’’ 

“What of brother Ivan?” interrupted Alyo- 
sha, but Mitya did not hear. 

“You see, I never had any of these doubts 
before, but it was all hidden away in me. It 
was perhaps just because ideas 1 clid not un- 
derstand were .surging up in me, that I used to 
drink and fight and rage. It was to stifle them 
in myself, to still them, to smother them. Ivan 
is not Rakitin, there is an idea in him. Ivan is 
a sphinx and is silent; he is always silent. It's 


God that's worrying me. That's the only thing 
that's worrying me. What if He doesn’t exist? 
What if Rakitin’s right— that it’s an idea made 
up by men? Then if He doesn’t exist, man is 
the chief of the earth, of the universe. Magnifi- 
cent! Only how is he going to be good without 
God? That’s the (|uestion. I always come back 
to that. For whom is man going to love then? 
To whom will he be thankful? To whom will 
he sing the hymn? Rakitin laughs. Rakitin 
says that one can love humanity witliout God. 
Well, only a .snivelling idiot can maintain that. 
I can’t understand it. Life’s easy for Rakitin. 
‘Ycju’d better think about ihc extension of 
civic rights, or even of keeping down the price 
of meat. You will show your love for human- 
ity more simply and directly by that, than by 
philosophy.’ 1 answered him, ‘Well, but you, 
without a God, arc more likely to raise the 
price of meat, if it suits you, and make a rouble 
on every copeck.’ He lost his temper. But after 
all, what is goodness? Answer me that. Alexey. 
Gocwlness is one thing with me and another 
with a Chinaman, so it’s a r(*lali\e thing. Or 
isn't it? Is it not relative? A treacherous cpjc.s- 
tion! You won’t laugh if I tell you it’s kept me 
awake two nights. I only wonder now how 
people can live and think nothing about it. 
Vanity I Ivan has nc^ God. He has an idea. It’s 
beyond me. But he is silent. 1 believe he is a 
freemason. I asked him, but he is silent. I 
wantcxl to drink from the springs of his soul— 
he was silent. But once he did drop a word.” 

“What did he say?’’ Alyosha took it up 
cjuickly. 

“I said to him, ‘Then everything is lawful, if 
it is .so?’ He frowned. ‘Fyodor Pavlovitch, our 
papa,’ he .said, ‘was a pig, but his ideas were 
right enough.’ That was what he dropped. 
’That was all he said. That w'as going i)nc bet- 
ter than Rakitin.’’ 

“Yes,’’ Alyosha a.s.senlcd bitterly. “When was 
he with you?’’ 

“Of that later; now 1 mu.st speak of soiTie- 
thing else. I have said nothing about Ivan to 
you before. I put it off tf) the last. When my 
business here is over and the verdict has been 
given, then I’ll tell you something. I’ll tell you 
everything. We’ve something tretneiidous on 
hand. . . . And you shall be my judge in it. But 
don’t begin about that now; be silent. You 
talk of to-morrow', of the trial; but, would you 
believe it, I know' nothing aixmt it.’’ 

“Have you talked to the counsel?’' 

“Wbal’s the use ol the counsel*? 1 uAd him 
all about it. He’s a soft, city-bred rogue— a 
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Bernard! Bui he doesn’t believe me— not a bit 
of it. Only imagine, he believes I did it. I see 
it. ‘In that case,* I asked him, ‘why have you 
come to defend me?* Hang them all! They've 
got a doctor down, too, want to prove I’m mad. 
1 won't have that! Katerina Ivanovna wants to 
do her 'duty' to ihe end, whatever the strain!’* 
Mitya smiled bitterly. “The cat! Mard-hcaried 
creature! She knows that I said of her at Mok- 
roe that she was a woman of ‘great wrath.* 
They repeated it. Yes, the facts against me 
have grown numerous as the sands of the sea. 
Grigory sticks to his point. Grigory’s honest, 
but a fool. Many people are honest because 
they are fools: that's Rakitin's idea. Grigory's 
my enemy. And there arc some people who are 
belter as foes than friends. I mean Katerina 
Ivanovna. I am afraid, oh. I am afraid she will 
tell how’ she bowed to the ground after that 
four thousand. She’ll pay it back to the last 
farthing. 1 don’t want her sacrifice; they’ll put 
me to shame at the trial. I wonder how I can 
stand it. Go to her, Alyosha, ask her not to 
speak of that in the court, can’t youPButdamn 
it all, it doesn’t nui I shall get through 
somehow. 1 don’t pity her. It’s her own doing. 
She deserves what she gets. I shall have my 
own story to tell, Alexey,’* He smiled bitterly 
again. “Only . . . only Grusha, Grusha! Good 
Lord! Why should she have such sullering to 
hear?’’ he exclaimed suddenly, with tears. “Gru- 
sha's killing me; the thought of hcr’s killing 
me, killing me. She was wdth me just now . . .*’ 

“Shc‘ told me she was very much grie\cd by 
you to-day.** 

“I know. Confound my tcmpcT! It w'as jeal- 
ousy. I was sorry, I kissed her as she was going. 
I didn’t ask her forgiveness.’’ 

“Why didn’t you?” exclaimed Alyosha. 

Suddenly Mitya laughed almost mirthfully. 

"God preserve you, my dear boy, from ever 
asking forgiveness for a fault from a woman 
you love. From one you love especially, how- 
ever greatly you may have been in fault. For a 
woman— devil only knows what to make of a 
woman! I know something about them, any- 
way. But try acknc^wlcxlging you are in fault to 
a. woman. Say, ‘1 am sorry, forgive me,* and a 
.show'erof reproac hes will follow! Nothing w ill 
make her forgive you simply and directly, she’ll 
humble you to the dust, bring forw^ard things 
that have never happened, recall everything, 
forget nothing, add something of hcrowm,and 
only then forgive you. And even the best, the 
best of them do it. She’ll scrape up all the 
scrapings and load them on your head. I'hey 


are ready to flay you alive, I tell you, every 
one of them, all these angels without w^hom 
we cannot live! I tell you plainly and openly, 
dear boy, every decent man caught to be under 
some woman’s thumb. That’s my conviction— 
not conviction, but feeling. A man ought to be 
magnanimous, and it’s no disgrace to a man! 
No disgrace to a hero, not even a Cxsar! But 
don’t ever beg her pardon all the same for any- 
thing. Remember that rule given you by your 
brother Mitya, who’s come to ruin through 
women. No, I’d better make it up to Grusha 
somehow, without begging pardon. I worship 
her, Alexey, wwship her. Only she doesn’t sec 
it. No, she still thinks I don’t love her enough. 
And she tortures me, tortures me with her love. 
The past was nothing! In the past it was only 
those infernal curves of hers that tortured me, 
but now I’ve taken all her soul into my soul 
and through her I’ve become a man myself. 
Will they marry us? If they don’t, I shall die of 
jealousy. I imagine something every day. . . . 
What did she say to you about me?’’ 

Alyosha repeated all Grushenka had said to 
him that day. Mitya listened, made him repeat 
things, and seemed pleased. 

“ Lhen she is not angry at my being jeal- 
ous?*’ he exclaimed. “She is a regular woman! 
‘I’ve a fierce heart myself!’ Ah, 1 love such 
fierce hearts, though I can’t bear anyone’s be- 
ing jealous of me. I can’t endure it. We shall 
fight. But I shall love her, I shall love her in- 
finitely. Will thc’y marry us? Do they let con- 
victs marry? That’s the (|ucstion. And without 
her I can’t exist . . .’’ 

Mitya walked frowning across the room. It 
was almost dark. He suddenly seemed terribly 
wwried. 

“So there’s a secret, she says, a secret? We have 
got up a plot against her. and Katya is mixed 
up in it, she thinks. No, my good Grushenka, 
that’s not it. You arc very w'idc of the mark, in 
your foolish feminine way. Alyosha, darling, 
well, here goes! I’ll tell you our secret!’* 

He looked round, wx'iit close up cjuickly to 
Alyosha, who was standing before him, and 
whispered to him with an air of mystery, 
though in reality no one could hear them: the 
old warder was do/ing in the corner, and not 
a word could reach the ears of the soldiers on 
guard. 

“I will tell you all our secret,” Mitya whis- 
pered hurriedly. “I meant to tell you later, for 
how could I decide on anythii)g without you? 
You arc everything to me. T hough I say that 
Ivan is superior to us, )ou arc my angel. It’s 
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your decision will decide it. Perhaps it's you 
that is superior and not Ivan. You see, it’s a 
question of conscience, question of the higher 
conscience— die secret is so important that I 
can’t settle it myself, and I’ve put it off till I 
could speak to you. But anyway it’s too early 
to decide now, for w'c must wait for the ver- 
dict. As soon as the verdict is given, you shall 
decide my fate. Don’t decide it now. I’ll tell 
you now. You listen, but don’t decide. Stand 
and keep quiet. I won't tell you everything. I’ll 
only tell you the idea, without details, and you 
keep quiet. Not a question, not a movement. 
You agree? But, goodness, what shall I do with 
your eyes? I’m afraid your eyes will tell me 
your decision, even if you don’t speak. Oo! 
I’m afraid! Alyosha, listen! Ivan suggests my 
{•scaping, I won’t tell you the details: it’s all 
been thought out: it can all be arranged. 
Hush, don’t decide. I should go to America 
w'ith Grusha. You know I can’t live without 
Grusha! What if they won’t let her follow me 
to Siberia? Do they let convicts get married? 
Ivan thinks not. And without Grusha what 
should I do there underground with a ham- 
mer? I should only smash my skull with the 
hammer! But, on the other hand, my con- 
science? I should have run away from suffer- 
ing. A sign has come, I reject the sign. I have 
a w*ay of salvation and I turn my back on it. 
Ivan says that in Amerita, ‘with the goodwill,’ 
1 can be of more use than underground. But 
what becomes of our hymn from underground? 
What’s America? America is vanity again! And 
there’s a lot of swindling in America, too, I ex- 
pect. I should have run away from crucifixion! 
I tell you, you know, Alexey, because you are 
the only person who can understand this. 
There’s no one else. It’s lolly, madness to oth- 
ers, all I’ve told you of the hymn. They’ll say 
I’m out of my mind or a fool. I am not out of 
my mind and I am not a fool. Ivan under- 
stands about the hymn, tor>. He understands, 
only he doesn’t answer— he doesn’t speak. He 
doesn’t believe in the hymn. Don’t speak, 
don’t speak. I see how you look! You have 
already decided. Don’t decide, spare me! I 
can’t live without Grusha. Wait till after the 
trial!” 

Mitya ended beside himself. He held Alyo- 
sha with both hands on his shoulders, and his 
yearning, feverish eyes were fixed on his broth- 
er's. 

“They don’t let convicts marry, do they?” 
he repeated for the third time in a supplicat- 
ing voice. 


Alyosha listened with extreme surprise and 
was deeply moved. 

“Tell me one thing,” he said. “Is Ivan very 
keen on it, and whose idea was it?” 

“His, his, and he is very keen on it. He 
didn’t come to see me at first, then he sudden- 
ly came a week ago and he began about it 
straight away. He is awfully keen on it. He 
doesn't ask me, but orders me to escape. He 
doesn’t doubt of my obeying him, though I 
showed him all my he.'irt as I have to you, and 
told him about the hymn, too. He told me 
he’d arrange it; he’s found out about every- 
thing. But of tliat later. He's simply set on it. 
It's all a matter of money: he’ll pay ten thou- 
sand for escape and give me twenty thousand 
for America. And he says we can arrange a 
magnificent escape for ten thousand.” 

“And he told you on no account to tell me?” 
Alyosha asked again. 

“To tell no one. and especially not you; on 
no account to tell you. He is afraid, no doubt, 
that you’ll stand before me as my conscience. 
Don’t tell him 1 told you. Don’t tell him, for 
anything.” 

“You are right,” Alyosha pronounced; “it’s 
impossible to decide anything before the trial 
is over. After the trial you’ll decide of your- 
self. Then you’ll find that new man in your- 
self and he will decide.” 

new man, or a Bernard who’ll decide d la 
Bernard, for I believe I’m a coim^mptible Ber- 
nard myself,” said Mitya, with a biller grin. 

“But, brother, have you no hope then of be- 
ing acquitted?” 

Mitya shrugged his shoulders nervously and 
shook his head. 

“Alyosha, darling, it’s time you were going,” 
he said, with a sudden haste. “There's the su- 
perintendent shouting in the yard. He’ll be 
here directly. We are late; it’s irregular. Km- 
brace me cjuickly. Kiss me! Sign me with the 
cross, darling, for the cross I liave to bear to- 
morrow.” 

They embraced and kissed. 

“Ivan,” said Mitya suddenly, ^‘suggests my 
escaping; but, of course, he believes I did it.” 

A mournful smile came on to bis lips. 

“Have you asked him whether he believes 
it?” asked Alyosha. 

“No, 1 haven’t. I wanted to. btit I couldn’t. 
I hadn’t the courage. But 1 saw it from his 
eyes. Well, good-bye!” 

Once more they kissed hurriedly, and Alyo- 
sha was just going out, when Mitya suddenly 
called him back. 
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*'Stand facing mcl That's right!” And again 
he seized Alyosha, putting both hands on his 
shoulders. His face became suddenly quite 
pale, so that it was dreadfully apparent, even 
through the gathering darkness. His lips 
twitched, his eyes fastened upon Alyosha. 

“Alyosha, tell me the whole truth, as you 
would before God. Do you believe I did it? 
Do you, do you in yourself, believe it? The 
whole truth, don’t lie!” he cried desperately. 

Everything seemed heaving before Alyosha, 
and he felt something like a stab at his heart. 

“Hush! What do you mean?” he faltered 
helplessly. 

“The whole truth, the whole, don't lie!” re- 
peated Mitya. 

“I’ve never for one instant believed that you 
w^cre the murderer!” broke in a shaking voice 
from Alyosha’s breast, and he raised his right 
hand in the air, as though calling God to wit- 
ness his words. 

Mitya’s whole face was lighted up with bliss. 

“Thank you!” he articulated slowly, as 
though letting a sigh escape him after faint- 
ing. “Now you have g’»Tn me new life. Would 
you believe it, till this moment I’ve been afraid 
to ask you, you, even you. Well, go! You’ve 
given me strength for to-rnorrow. Cod bless 
you! Come, go along! Love Ivan!” was Mitya’s 
last word. 

Alyosha w'ent out in tears. Such distrustful- 
ness in Mitya, such lack of confidence even to 
him, to .Myosha— all this suddenly opened be- 
fore Alyosha an unsuspected depth oi hopeless 
grief and despair in the soul of his unhappy 
brother. Intense, infinite compassion over- 
whelmed him instantly. There was a poignant 
ache in his torn heart. “Love Ivan”— he sud- 
denly recalled Mitya’s words. And he was go- 
ing to Ivan. He badly w'anted to sec Ivan all 
day. He was as much worried about Ivan as 
about Mitya, and more than ever now. 

Chapter 5. Not You, Not You! 

On the way to Ivan he had to pass the house 
where Katerina Ivanovna was living. I’herc 
was light in the windows. He suddenly stopped 
aitd resolved to go in. He had not seen Ka- 
terina Ivanovna for more than a week. But 
now it struck him that Ivan might be with her, 
especially on the eve of the terrible day. Ring- 
ing, and mounting the staircase, which was 
dimly lighted by a Chinese lantern, he saw a 
man coming down, and as they met, he recog- 
nised him as his brother. So he was just com- 
ing from Katerina Ivanovna. 


“Ah, it's only you,” said Ivan dryly. “Well, 
good-bye! You are going to her?” 

“Yes.” 

“I don’t advise you to: she’s upset and you'll 
upset her more.” 

A door was instantly flung open above, and 
a voice cried suddenly: 

“No, no! Alexey Fyf)dorovitch, have you 
come from him?” 

“Yes, I have been with him.” 

“Has he sent me any message? Come up, Al- 
yosha, and you, Ivan Fyodorovitch, you must 
come back, you must. Do you hear?” 

There was such a peremptory note in Ka- 
tya’s voice that Han, after a mc3iiient’s hesita- 
tion, made up his mind to go back with Alyo- 
sha. 

“She was listening,” he murmured angrily 
to himself, but Alyosha heard it. 

“Excuse my keeping my greatcoat on,” said 
Ivan, going into the drawing-room. “I won’t 
sit down. I won’t«Stay more than a minute.” 

“Sit down, Alexey Fyodorovitch,” said Ka- 
terina Ivanovna, though she remained stand- 
ing. She had changed very little during this 
time, but there was an ominous gleam in her 
dark eyes. Alyosha remembered afterwards 
that she had struck him as particularly hand- 
some at that moment. 

“What did he ask you to tell me?” 

“Only one thing,” said Alyosha, looking her 
straight in the face, “that you would spare 
yourself and say nothing at the trial of what” 
(he was a little confused) “. . . passed between 
you ... at the time of your first acquaintance 
... in that tow'n.” 

“Ah! that I bowed down to the ground for 
that money!” She broke into a bitter laugh. 
“Why. is he afraid for me or for himself? He 
asks me to spare— whom? Him or myself? Tell 
me, Alexey Fyodorovitch!” 

Alyosha watched her intently, trying to un- 
derstand her. 

“Both yourself and him,” he answered softly. 

“I am glad to hear it,” she snapped out 
maliciously, and she suddenly blushed. 

“You don’t know me yet, Alexey Fyodoro- 
vitch,” vshe said menacingly. “And I don’t 
know myself yet. Perhaps you’ll want to tram- 
ple me under foot after my examination to- 
morrow.” 

“You will give your evidence honourably,” 
said Alyosha: “that’s all that's w'anted.” 

“Women are often dishonourable,” she 
snarled. “Only an hour ago Lwas thinking I 
felt afraid to touch that monster ... as though 
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he were a reptile . . . but no, he is still a human 
being to me! But did he do it? Is he the mur- 
derer?” she cried, all of a sudden, hysterically, 
turning quickly to Ivan. Alyosha saw at once 
that she had asked Ivan that question before, 
perhaps only a moment before he came in, and 
not for the first time, but for the hundredth, 
and that they had ended by quarrelling. 

“rve been to see Smerdyakov It was you, 

you who persuaded me that he murdered his 
father. It’s only you I believed!” she con tinned, 
still addressing Ivan. He gave her a sort of 
strained smile. Alyosha started at her tone. He 
had not suspected such familiar intimacy be- 
tween them. 

"Well, that’s enough, anyway.” Ivan cut 
short the conversation. “I am going. I’ll come 
to-morrow.” And turning at once, he walked 
out of the room and w'eiit straight downstairs. 

With an imperious gesture, Katerina Ivan- 
ovna seized Alyosha by both hands. 

‘‘Follow him! Overtake him! Don’t leave 
him alone for a minute!” she said, in a hurried 
w'hispcr. ‘‘He’s mad! Don’t you know that he’s 
mad? He is in a fever, nervous fever. Fhe doc- 
tor told me so. Go, run after him. . . .” 

Alyosha jumped up and ran after Ivan, who 
was not fifty p€ices ahead of him. 

‘‘What do you want?” He turned (juickly on 
Alyosha, seeing that he was running alter him. 
“She told you to catch me up, betausc I’m 
mad. I know it all by heart,” he added irritably. 

‘‘She is mistaken, of course; but she is right 
that you are ill,” said Alyosha. ‘‘I was looking 
at your face just now. You look very ill, Ivan.” 

Ivan walked on without stopping. Alyosha 
follow'ed him. 

‘‘And do you know^ Alexey Fyodorovitch, 
how people do go out of their minds?” Ivan 
asked in a voice suddenly quiet, without a 
trace of irritation, with a note of the simplest 
curiosity. 

‘‘No. 1 don’t. I suppose there arc all kinds of 
insanity.” 

‘‘And can one observe that one’s going mad 
oneself?” 

‘‘I imagine one can’t sec oneself clearly in 
such circumstances,” Alyosha answxTed with 
surprise. 

Ivan paused for half a minute. 

‘‘If you want to talk to me, please change 
the subject,” he said suddenly. 

‘‘Oh, while I think of it, I have a letter for 
you,” said Alyosha timidly, and he took Lise’s 
note from his pcKket and held it out to Ivan. 
They were just under a lamp-post. Ivan recog- 


nised the hand writing at once. 

"Ah, from that little demon!” he laughed 
maliciously, and, without opening the enve- 
lope, he tore it into bits and threw it in the 
air. The bits w-ere scattered by the wind. 

"She’s not sixteen yet, 1 believe, and already 
offering herself,” he said contemptuously, 
striding along the street again. 

“How^ do you mean, offering herself?” ex- 
claimed Alyosha. 

"As wanton women offer themselves, to be 
sure.” 

"How can you, Ivan, how^ can you?” Alyo- 
sha cried warmly, in a griev(‘d voice. "She is a 
child; you arc insulting a child! She is ill: she 
is very ill, too. She is on the verge of insanity, 
tcM), perhaps. ... I had hoped to hear some- 
thing from you . . . that w’ould save her.” 

"You’ll hear nothing Ironi me. If she is a 
child, I am not her nurse. Be cpiiet, Alexey. 
Don’t go on about her. I am lu^t even thinking 
about it.” 

They were silent again for a moment. 

"She will be praying all night now' to ihe 
Mother of (focI to show^ her how' to act to- 
morrow' at the trial,” he said sharply and an- 
grily again. 

"You . . . you mean Katerina Ivanovna?” 

"Yes. AV^hether she’s to save Mitya c^r ruin 
him. She’ll pray for light from above. She 
can’t make up her mind for herself, you sec. 
She has not had time to dcciclQ^^ct. She lakes 
me for her nurse, too. She W'ants me to sing 
lullabies to her.” 

"Katerina Ivanovna loves you, brother,” 
said Alyosha sadly. 

"Perhaps; but I am not very keen on her.” 

"She is suflering. Why do you . . . sometimes 
say things to her that give her hope?” Alyosha 
went on, with timid reproach. "I know that 
you’ve given her hope. Forgive me for speak- 
ing to you like tliis,” he added. 

"I can't behave to her as 1 ought— break olf 
altogether and tell her so straigJit out,” said 
Ivan, irritably. "1 must wait tdl sentence is 
passed on the murderer. If I break oft with her 
now, she will avenge herself on me by ruining 
that scoundrel to-morrcjw at the trial, for she 
hates him and know's she haters him. It’s all a 
lie— lie upon lie! As long as I don’t break off 
with her, she goes on hoping, and she w'c^n’t 
ruin that monster, know'ing how I w'ant to 
get him out of trouble. If only that damned 
verdict would come!” 

7'he w'ords “murderer” and "monster” ech- 
oed painfully in Alyosha’s heart. 
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*'But how can she ruin Mitya?” he asked, 
pondering on Ivan's words. “What evidence 
can she give that would ruin Mitya?” 

“You don’t know that yet. She’s got a docu- 
ment in her hands, in Mitya's own writing, 
that proves conclusively that he did murder 
Fyodor Pavlov itch.” 

“That’s impossible!” cried Alyosha. 

“Why is it impossible? I’ve read it myself.” 

“There can’t be su(h a document!” Alyosha 
repeated warmly. “There can’t be, because he's 
not the murderer. It’s not he murdered father, 
not he!” 

Ivan suddenly stopped. 

“Who is the murderer then, according to 
you?” he asked, with apparent coldness. There 
was even a supercilious note in his voice. 

“You know who.” Alyosha pronounced in a 
low, penetrating voice. 

“Who? You mean the myth about that crazy 
idiot, the epileptic, Smerdyakov?” 

Alyosha suddenly felt himself trembling all 
over. 

“You know who,” broke helplessly from 
him. Ffe could sc'n#' breathe. 

“Who? Who?” Ivan cried almost fiercely. All 
his restraint suddenly \anished. 

“1 only know one thing,” Alyosha went on, 
still almost in a whisper, *'it tvasn't you killed 
lather.” 

“ ‘Not you’! What do you mean by ‘not 
you’?” Ivan was thundcTstruck. 

“It was not you killed father, not you!” Al- 
yosha repeated firmly. 

'rile silence lasted lor half a minute. 

“1 know I didn’t. Are you raving?” said Ivan, 
with a pale, distorted smile. His e>es were 
riveted on Alyosha. They were standing again 
under a lamp-post. 

“No, Ivan. You’ve told yourself set cTal times 
that you are the murderer.” 

“VVhen did I say so? I was in Moscow. . . . 
When ha\e I said so?” Ivan faltered helplessly. 

“You’ve said so to yourscll many time's, when 
you’ve been alone during these two dreadful 
months.” Alyosha went on softly and distinct- 
ly as before. Yet he was speaking now, as it 
were, not of himself, not of his own will, but 
obeying some irresistible command. “You have 
accused yourself and have confessc'd to your- 
self that you are the murderer and no one else. 
But you didn't do it: you arc mistaken: you 
are not the murderer. Do you hear? It was not 
you! God has sent me to tell you so.” 

They were both silent. T he silence lasted a 
whole Ic^ng minute. I'liey were both standing 
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still, gazing into each other's eyes. They were 
both pale. Suddenly Ivan began trembling all 
over, and clutched Alyosha’s shoulder. 

“You’ve been in my rocmi!” he whispered 
hoarsely. “You’ve been there at night, when 
he came. . . . Confess . . . have you seen him, 
have you seen him?” 

“Whom do you mean— Mitya?” Alyosha 
asked, bewildered. 

“Not him, damn the monster!” Ivan shout- 
ed, in a fren/y, “Do you know that he visits 
me? How did you find out? Speak!” 

“W'ho is he? I don’t know whom you are 
talking about,” Alyosha faltered, beginning to 
be alarmed. 

“Yes, you do know ... or how coitld you 
? It’s impossible that you don’t know.” 

Suddenly he seemed to check himself. He 
stood still and seemed to reflect. A strange 
grin contorted his lips. 

“Brother,” Alyosha began again, in a shak- 
ing voice, “I have said this to you, because 
you’ll believe my word, I know that. I tell you 
once and lor all, it’s not you. You hear, once 
for all! Ciod has put it into my heart to say this 
to you, even though it may make you hate me 
frcmi this hour.” 

But by now Ivan had apparently regained 
his self-control. 

“.Alexey Fyodorov itch,” he said, with a cold 
smile, “I can’t endure prophets and epileptics 
—messengers from God especially— and you 
know that only too well. I break off all rela- 
tions with you from this moment and probably 
for ever. I beg you to leave me at this turning. 
It’s the way to your lodgings, too. You'd better 
be particularly careful not to come tc3 me to- 
day! Do you hear?” 

lie tuinecl and walked on with a firm step, 
not looking back. 

“Brother,” Alyosha called after him, “if any- 
thing happens to you to-day, turn to me be- 
fore am one!” 

But Ivan made no reply. Alyosha stood un- 
der the lamp-post at the cross roads, till Ivan 
had vanished into the darkness. Then he 
turnc'd and walked slowly homewards. Both 
Alyosha and Ivan were living in lodgings: 
neither of them was willing to live in Fuxior 
Pavlovitch’s empty house. Alyosha had a fur- 
nished room in the house of some working 
people. Ivan lived some distance from him. 
He had taken a roomy and fairly ccnnfortable 
lodge attached to a fine housc^that belonged 
to a well-to-do lady, the widow of an oflicial. 
But his only attendant was a deaf and rheu- 
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matic old crone who went to bed at six o'clock 
every evening and got up at six in the morn- 
ing. Ivan had become remarkably indifferent 
to his comforts of late, and very fond of being 
alone. He did everything for himself in the 
one room he lived in, and rarely entered any 
of the other rooms in his abode. 

He reached the gate of the house and had 
his hand on the bell, when he suddenly stopped. 
He felt that he was trembling all over with an- 
ger. Suddenly he let go of the bell, turned 
back with a curse, and walked with rapid steps 
in the opposite direction. He walked a mile 
and a half to a tiny, slanting, wooden house, 
almost a hut, where Marya Kondratyevna, the 
neighbour who used to come to Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch’s kitchen for soup and towhoinSmerdya- 
kov had once sung his songs and played on the 
guitar, was now lodging. She had sold their 
little house, and was now living here with her 
mother. Smerdyakov, who was ill— almost dy- 
ing-had been with them ever since Fyodor 
Pavlovitch's death. It was to him Ivan was go- 
ing now, drawn by a sudden and irresistible 
prompting. 

Chapter 6 . The First Interview 
with Smerdyakov 

This was the third time that Ivan had been to 
see Smerdyakov since his return from Moscow. 
The first time he had seen him and talked to 
him was on the first day of his arrival, then he 
had visited him once more, a fortnight later. 
But his visits had ended with that second one, 
so that it was now over a numth since he haa 
seen him. And he had scarcely. heard anything 
of him. 

Ivan had only returned five days after his 
father's death, so that he was not present at 
the funeral, which took place the day before 
he came back. The cause of his delay was that 
Alyosha, not knowing his Moscow address, had 
to apply to Katerina Ivanovna to telegraph 
to him, and she, not knowing his address ei- 
ther, telegraphed to her sister and aunt, reck- 
oning on Ivan's going to see them as sck^ii as he 
arrived in Moscow. But he did not go to them 
till four days after his arrival. When he got the 
telegram, he had, of course, set off pr)st-haste to 
our town. The first to meet him was Alyosha, 
and Ivan was greatly surprised to find that, in 
opposition to the general opinion of the town, 
he refused to entertain a suspicion against Mi- 
tya, and spoke openly of Smerdyakov as the 
murderer. Later on, after seeing the police 
captain and the prosecutor, and hearing the 


details of the charge and the arrest, he was still 
more surprised at Alyosha, and ascribed his 
opinion only to his exaggerated brotherly feel- 
ing and sympathy with Mitya, of whom Alyo- 
sha, as Ivan knew, was very fond. 

By the way, let us say a word or two of Ivan's 
feeling to his brother Dmitri. He positively 
disliked him; at most, felt sometimes a com- 
passion for him, and even that was mixed with 
great contempt, almost repugnance. Mitya's 
whole personality, even his appearance, was 
extremely unattractive to him. Ivan looked 
with indignation on Katerina Ivanovna’s love 
for his brother. Yet he went to see Mitya on 
the first day of his arrival, and that interview, 
far from shaking Ivan's belief in his guilt, posi- 
tively strengthened it. He found his brother 
agitated, nervously excited. Mitya had been 
talkative, but very absent-minded and inco- 
herent. He used violent language, accused 
Smerdyakov, and was fearfully muddled. He 
talked principally about the three thousand 
roubles, which he said had been "stolen" from 
him by his father. 

"The money was mine, it was my money," 
Mitya kept repeating. "Even if I had stolen it, 
I should have had the right." 

He hardly contested the evidence against 
him, and if he tried to turn a fact to his ad- 
vantage, it was in an absurd and incoherent 
way. He hardly seemed to wish to defend 
himself to Ivan or anyone else. Quite the con- 
trary, he was angry and proudly scornful of 
the charges against him; he was continually 
firing up and abusing everyone. He only 
laughed contemptuously at Grigory's evidence 
about the open door, and declared that it was 
"the devil that opened it." But he could not 
bring forward any coherent explanation of 
the fact. He even succeeded in insulting Ivan 
during their first interview, telling him sharp- 
ly that it was not for people who cleclared that 
"everything was lawful," to suspect and ques- 
tion him. Altogether he was anything but 
friendly with Ivan on that occasion. Immedi- 
ately after that interview with Mitya, Ivan 
went for the first time to see Smerdyakov. 

In the railway train on his way from Mos- 
cow, he kept thinking of Smerdyakov and of 
his last conversation with him on the evening 
before he went away. Many things seemed to 
him puzzling and suspicious. But when he gave 
his evidence to the investigating lawyer Ivan 
said nothing, for the time, of that conversa- 
tion He put that off till he had seen Smerdya- 
kov, who was at that time in the hospital. 
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Doctor Herzenstube and Varvinsky. the doc- 
tor he met in the hospital, confidently asserted 
in reply to Ivan's persistent questions, that 
Smerdyakov's epileptic attack was unmistak- 
ably genuine, and were surprised indeed at 
Ivan asking whether he might not have been 
shamming on the day of the catastrophe. They 
gave him to understand that the attack was an 
exceptional one, the fits persisting and recur- 
ring several times, so that the patient's life was 
positively in danger, and it was only now, after 
they had applied remedies, that they could as- 
sert with confidence that the patient would 
survive. “Though it might well be," added 
Doctor Herzenstube, “that his reason would 
be impaired for a considerable period, if not 
permanently." On Ivan’s asking impatiently 
whether that meant that he was now mad, they 
told him that this was not yet the case, in the 
full sense of the word, but that certain ab- 
normalities were perceptible. Ivan derided to 
find out for himself what those abnormalities 
were. 

At the hospital he was at once allowed to see 
the patient. .Werdyakov was lyingon a truckle- 
bed in a separate ward. There was only one 
other bed in the room, and in it lay a trades- 
man of the town, swollen with dropsy, vfho 
was obviously almost dying; he could be no 
hindrance to their conversation. Smerdyakov 
grinned uncertainly on seeing Ivan, and for 
the first instant seemed nervous. So at least 
Ivan fancied. But that was only momentary. 
For the rest of the time he was struck, on the 
contrary, by Smerdyakov’s composure. From 
the first glance Ivan had no doubt that he ivas 
very ill. He was very weak; he spoke .slowly, 
seeming to move his tongue with difficulty; he 
was much thinner and sallowcr. Throughout 
the interview, which lasted twenty minutes, 
he kept complaining of headache and of pain 
in all his limbs. His thin eraa.se ulate face 
.seemed to have become so tiny; his hair was 
ruffled, and his crest of curls in front stoinl up 
in a thin tuft. But in the left eye, which was 
screwc‘d up and seemed to be insinuating some- 
thing, Smerdyakov showed himself unchanged. 
“It's always worth while speaking to a clever 
man." Ivan was reminded of that at once. He 
sat down on the stool at his feet. Smerdyakov, 
with painful effort, shifted his position in bed, 
but he was not the first to speak. He remained 
dumb, and did not even look much interested. 

“Can you talk to me?” asked Ivan. “I won’t 
tire you much.” 

“Certainly I can,” mumbled Smerdyakov, in 


a faint voice. “Has your honour been back 
long?'' he added patron isingly, as though en- 
couraging a nervous visitor. 

“I only arrived to-day. . . . To see the mess 
you are in here." 

Smerdyakov sighed. 

“Why do you sigh? You knew of it all along,” 
Ivan blurted out. 

Smerdyakov was stolidly silent for a while. 

“How could I help knowing? It was clear be- 
forehand. But how could I tell it would turn 
out like that?" 

“What would turn out? Don't prevaricate! 
You've fciretold you’d have a fit; on the w'ay 
down to the cellar, you know. You mentioned 
the very spot." 

“Have you said so at the examination yet?” 
Smerdyakov queried with composure. 

Ivan felt suddenly angry. 

“No, 1 haven't yet, but I certainly shall. You 
must explain a great deal to me, my man; and 
let me tell you, I.am not going to let you play 
with me!" 

“Why should I play with you, when I put 
my whole trust in you, as in God Almighty?" 
said Smerdyakov, with the same composure, 
only for a moment closing his eyes. 

“In the first place," began Ivan, “I know that 
epileptic fits can't be told beforehand. I've in- 
quired: don’t try and take me in. You can't 
foretell the day and the hour. How' was it you 
told me the day and the hour beforehand, and 
about the cellar, too? How could you tell that 
you would fall down the cellar stairs in a fir, 
if you didn’t sham a fit on purpose?" 

“I had to go to the cellar anv'way, several 
times a day, indeed,” Smerdyakov drawled de- 
liberately. “I fell from the garret just in the 
same way a year ago. It's quite true you can't 
tell the day and hour of a fit beforehand, but 
you can always have a presentiment of it.” 

“But you did foretell the day and the hour!" 

“In regard to my epilepsy, sir. you had much 
better inquire of the doctors here. You can ask 
them whether it was a real fit or a sham; it's 
no use my saying any more about it.” 

“And the cellar? How could you know be- 
forehand of the cellar?’' 

“You don’t seem able to get over that cellar! 
As I W'as going down to the cellar, I w’as in ter- 
rible dread and doubt. What frightened me 
most was losing you and being left without de- 
fence in all the world. So 1 went doivn into the 
cellar tliinking, ’Here, it’ll come on directly, 
it’ll strike me down directly, ^all I fall?' And 
it was through this fear that I suddenly felt 
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the spasm that always comes . . . and so 1 went 
flying. All that and all my previous conversa- 
tion with you at the gate the evening before, 
when I told you how frightened 1 was and 
spoke of the cellar, I told all that to Doctor 
Herzenstube and Nikolay Parfenovitch, the in- 
vestigating lawyer, and it's all been written 
down in the protocol. And the doctor here, 
Mr. Varvinsky, maintained to all of them that 
it was just the thought of it brought it on. the 
apprehension that I might fall. It was just then 
that the fit seized me. .\nd so they've written it 
down, that it's jusihow it must have happened, 
simply from my fear." 

As he finished, Smerdyakov drew a deep 
breath, as though exhausted. 

“Then you have said all that in your evi- 
dence?'' said Ivan, somewhat taken aback. He 
had meant to frighten him with the threat of 
repeating their conversation, and it appeared 
that Smerdyakov had already reported it all 
himself. 

“What have I to be afraid of? Let them write 
down the whole truth," Smerdyakov pro- 
nounced firmly. 

“And have you told them every word of our 
conversation at the gate?" 

“No, not to say every word." 

“And did you tell them that you can sham 
fits, as you boasted then?" 

“No, I didn't tell them that either." 

“Tell me now, why did you send me then to- 
Tchermashnya?" 

“I was afraid you'd go away to Moscow; 
Tchermashnya is nearer, anyway." 

“You are lying; you suggested my going away 
yourself; you told me to get out of the way 
of trouble." 

“That was simply out of affection and my 
sincere devotion to you, foreseeing trouble in 
the house, to spare you. Only I wanted to spare 
myself even more. That’s why I told you to 
get out of hann's way, that you might under- 
stand that there would be trouble in the house, 
and would remain at home to protect your 
father." 

“You might have said it more directly, you 
blockheadi" Ivan suddenly fired up. 

“How could I have said it more directly 
then? It was simply my fear that made me 
speak, and you might have been angry, too. I 
might well have been apprehensive that Dmi- 
tri Fyodorovitch would make a scene and carry 
away that money, for he considered it as good 
as his own; but who could tell that it would 
end in a murder like this? I thought that he 


would only carry off the three thousand that 
lay under the master's mattress in the envelope, 
and you see, he's murdered him. How could 
you guess it either, sir?" 

“But if you say yourself that it couldn't 
be guessed, how could I have guessed and stayed 
at home? You contradict yourself!" said Ivan, 
pondering. 

“You might have guessed from my sending 
you to Tchermashnya and not to Moscow." 

“How could I guess it from that?” 

Smerdyakov seemed much exhausted, and 
again he was silent for a minute. 

“You might have guessed from the fact of 
my asking you not to go to Moscow, but to 
Tchermashnya, that I wanted to have you 
nearer, for Moscow's a h)ng way off, and Dmi- 
tri Fyodorovitch, knowing you arc not far off, 
would not be so bold. And if anything had 
happened, you might have come to protect 
me. too, for I warned you of Grigory Vassilye- 
vitch's illness, and that I was afraid of having 
a fit. And when I explained those knocks to 
you, by means of which one could go in to the 
deceased, and that Dmitri Fyodorovitch knew 
them all through me, I thought that you would 
guess yourself that he would be sure to do 
something, and so wouldn’t go to Tcheniiash- 
nya even, but would stay." 

“He talks very coherently," thought Ivan, 
“though he does mumble; what's the derange- 
ment of his faculties that Herzenstube talked 
of?" 

“You are cunning with me, damn you!" he 
exclaimed, getting angry. 

“But I thought at the time that you quite 
guessed." Smerdyakov parried with the sim- 
plest air. 

“If I'd guessed, I should have stayed," cried 
Ivan. 

“Why, I thought that it was because you 
guessed, that you went away in such a hurry, 
only to get out of trouble, only to run away 
and save yourself in your fright." 

“You think that everyone is as great a cow- 
ard as yourself?” 

“Forgive me, I thought you were like me." 

“Of course, I ought to have guessed," Ivan 
said in agitation; “and I did guess there was 
some mischief brewing on your part . . . only 
you are lying, you are lying again,” he cried, 
suddenly recollecting. “Do you remember how 
you went up to the carriage and said to me, 
‘It's always worth while speaking to a clever 
man’? So you were glad I went away, since you 
praised me?" 
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Smerdyakov sighed again and again. A trace 
of colour came into liis face. 

“If I was pleased/* he articulated rather 
breathlessly, "it was simply because you agreed 
not to go to Moscow, but to Tchermashnya. 
For it was nearer, anyway. Only when 1 said 
these words to you, it was not by way of praise, 
but of reproach. Yr)u didn’t understand it.** 

“What reproach?*’ 

“Why. that foreseeing such a calamity you 
deserted your own lather, and would not pro- 
tect us, for I might have been taken up any 
time for slealing that three thousand.*' 

“Damn you!" Ivan swore again. “Stay, did 
you tell the prosecutor and the investigating 
lawyer about those knocks?” 

“1 told them everything just as it was.” 

Ivan wondered inwardly again. 

“If I thought of anything then,” he began 
again, “it was solely of some wickculness on 
your part. Dmitri might kill him, but that he 
would sieal--I did not believe that then. . . . 
But I w'as prepared for any wickedness from 
you. You told me yourself you could sham a fit. 
What did )()u s;»y .1 for?” 

“It was just through my simplicity, and I 
nc'ser have shammed a fit on purpose in iny 
life. And I only said so then to boast to you. It 
was just loolisbness. 1 liked you so muc h then, 
and was open lu'aried with you.” 

“My brother dircTtly accuses you ol the mur- 
der and theft.” 

“What else is left for liim to do?” said Smer- 
dyakos. with a bitter grin. “And who will be- 
lieve him withall the proofs against him? Grig- 
orv V'assilyevitch saw the door open. What can 
he say alter that? But never mind hiinl He is 
trembling to save himself.” 

He slowly ceased speaking: then suddenly, 
as though on rellection, idcied: 

“.\ncl look here again, lie wants to throw it 
on me and make out that it is the work of my 
hands— Tve heard that already. But as to my 
being clever at .shamming a fit: should I have 
told you beforehand that 1 could sham one, if 
1 really had had such a design against your 
father? It I had been planning such a murder 
c;ould 1 have been such a fool as to give such 
evidence against myself beforehand? .And to 
his son, too! Upon my word! Is that likely? As 
if that could be: such a thing has never hap- 
pened. No one hears this talk of ours now, ex- 
(e|#t Providence itself, and if you were to tell 
of it to the prcisecutor and Nikolay Parfeno- 
vitch you might delend me completely by do- 
ing so, for wdio would be likely to be such a 


criminal, if he is so open-hearted beforehand? 
Anyone can see that.** 

“Well,” and Ivan got up to cut short the 
conversation, struck by Smerdyakov’s last argu- 
ment. “I don’t suspect you at all, and 1 think 
it’s absurd, indeed, to suspec t you. On the con- 
trary, I am grateful to you for setting my mind 
at rest. Ncjw I am going, but I’ll come again. 
Meanwhile, good bye. Get well. Is there any- 
thing you want?” 

“I am very thankful for everything. Marfa 
Ignatyevna does not forget me, and presides 
me anything I want, according to her kind- 
ness. Ciood people visit me every day.” 

“Ciood-bye. But I shan'tsay anything of your 
being able to sham a fit, and I don’t advise yem 
to, eithc^r,” something made Ivan say suddenly. 

“I cjuitc understand. And if you don’t speak 
of that, I shall say nothing of that conversa- 
tion of ours at the gate.” 

Then it happened that Ivan went out, and 
only when he luid gone a dozen steps along the 
corridor, he suddenly felt that there was an 
insulting significance in Smerdyakov’s last 
words. lie was almost on the point of turn- 
ing back, but it w'as only a passing impulse, 
and miittc’ring, “Nonsense!” he went out of 
the hospital. 

Hischiel feeling was one of relief at the fact 
that it was not Smerdyakov, but Mitya, who 
had committed the murder, though he might 
have been expected to feel the opposite. He 
did not want to anahse the reason for this 
feeling, and even felt a positive repugnance at 
pt\ing into his sensations. He felt as though 
he wanted to make haste to forget something. 
In the following days he became convinced of 
Mitya’s guilt, as he got to know all the weight 
of evidence against him. There was evidence 
of people of no importance, Fenya and her 
mother, for instance, but the effect of it was 
almost overpowering. As to Perhotin, the peo- 
ple at the tavern, and at Plotnikov’s shop, as 
well as the witnesses at Mokroe, their evidence 
seemed conclusive. It was the details tliat 
were so damning. The secret of the knocks im- 
pressed the lawyers almost as much as Cirig- 
ory's evidence as to the open door. Grigory’s 
wife, Marla, in answer to lean’s ciuestioiis, de- 
clared that Smerdyakov had been lying all 
night the other side of the partition wall. “He 
was not three paces from our bed,” and that 
althougli she was a sound sleeper she waked 
several times and heard him moaning, “He 
was moaning the whole time, moaning con- 
tinually.” 
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Talking to Herzenstube, and giving it as his 
opinion that Smerdyakov was not mad, but 
only rather weak, Ivan only evoked from the 
old man a subtle smile. 

**Do you know howhe spends his time now?” 
he asked; “learning lists of French words by 
heart. He has an exercise-book under his pil- 
low with the French words written out in Rus- 
sian letters for him by someone, he he he!” 

Ivan ended by dismissing all doubts. He 
could not think of Dmitri without repulsion. 
Only one tiling was strange, however. Alyosha 
persisted that Dmitri was not the murderer, 
and that “in all probability” Smerdyakov was. 
Ivan always felt that Alyosha’s opinion meant 
a great deal to him, and so he was astonished 
at it now. Another thing that was strange was 
that Alyosha did not make any attempt to talk 
about Mitya with Ivan, that he never began 
on the subject and only answered his ques- 
tions. This, too, struck Ivan particularly. 

But he was very much preoccupied at that 
time with something quite apart from that. 
On his return from Moscow, he abandoned 
himself hopelessly to his mad and consuming 
passion for Katerina Ivanovna. This is not the 
time to begin to speak of this new passion of 
Ivan’s, which left its mark on all the rest of his 
life: this would furnish the subject for an- 
other novel, which I may perhaps never write. 
But I cannot omit to mention here that when 
Ivan, on leaving Katerina Ivanovna with Alyo- 
sha, as I’ve related already, told him. “I am not 
keen on her,” it w^as an absolute lie: he loved 
her madly, though at times he hated her s6 
that he might have murdered h.cr. Many causes 
helped to bring about this feeling. Shattered 
by ivhat had happened with Mitya, she rushed 
on Ivan’s return to meet him as her one salva- 
tion. She was hurt, insulted and humiliated in 
her feelings. And here the man had come back 
to her, who had loved her so ardently before 
(ohl she knew that very well), and whose heart 
and intellect she considered so superior to her 
ow'n. But the sternly virtuous girl did not aban- 
don herself altogether to the man she loved, 
in spite of the Karamazov violence of his pas- 
sions and the great fascination he had for her. 
She was continually tormented at the same 
time by remorse for having deserted Mitya, 
and in moments of discord and violent anger 
(and they were numerous) she told Ivan so 
plainly. This was what he had called to Alyo- 
sha “lies upon lies.” There was, of course, much 
that was false in it, and that angered Ivan more 
than anything. . . . But of all this later. 


He did. in fact, for a time almost forget 
Smerdyakov’s existence, and yet, a fortnight 
after his first visit to him, he began to be 
haunted by the same strange thoughts as be- 
fore. It’s enough to say that he was continually 
asking himself, why was it that on that last 
night in Fyodor Pavlovitch’s house he had 
crept out on to the stairs like a thief and lis- 
tened to hear what his father was doing be- 
low? Why had he recalled that afterwards with 
repulsion? Why next morning, had he been 
suddenly so depressed on the journey? Why, as 
he reached Moscow, had he said to himself, “I 
am a scoundrel”? And now he almost fancied 
that these tormenting thoughts would make 
him even forget Katerina Ivanovna, so com- 
pletely did they take possession of him again. 
It was just after fancying this, that he met 
Alyosha in the street. He stopped him at once, 
and put a question to him: 

“Do you remember when Dmitri burst in 
after dinner and beat father, and afterwards 
I told you in the yard that I reserved ‘the right 
to desire’? . . . Tell me, did you think then that 
I desired father’s death or not?’’ 

“I did think so,” answered Alyosha, softly. 

“It was so, too; it was not a matter of guess- 
ing. But didn’t you fancy then that what I 
wished was just that ‘one reptile should devour 
another’; that is, just that Dmitri should kill 
father, and as soon as possible . . . and that I 
myself was even prepared to help to bring that 
about?” 

Alyosha turned rather pale, and looked si- 
lently into his brother’s face. 

“Speak!” cried Ivan, “I want above every- 
thing to know what you tliought then. I want 
the truth, the truth!” 

He drew a deep breath, looking angrily at 
Alyosha before his answer came. 

“Forgive me, I did think that, too, at the 
time,” whispered Alyosha, and he did not add 
one softening phrase. 

“Thanks,” snapped Ivan, and, leaving Alyo- 
sha, he went quickly on his way. From that 
time Alyosha noticed that Ivan began obvi- 
ously to avoid him and seemed even to have 
taken a dislike to him, so much so that Alyo- 
sha gave up going to see him. Immediately 
after that meeting with him, Ivan had not gone 
home, but went straight to Smerdyakov again. 

Chapter 7. The Second Visit 
to Smerdyakov 

By that time Smerdyakov had been discharged 
from the hospital. Ivan knew his new lodging. 
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the dilapidated little wooden house, divided do you want to intrude for?" it seemed to say; 


in two by a passage, on one side of which lived 
Marya Kondratyevna and her mother, and on 
the other, Smerdyakov. No one knew on what 
terms he lived with them, whether as a friend 
or as a lodger. It was supposed afterwards that 
he had come to stay with them as Marya Kon- 
dratyevna's betrothed, and was living there for 
a time without paying for board or lodging. 
Both motlier and daughter had the greatest 
respect for him and looked upon him as great- 
ly superior to themselves. 

Ivan knocked, and, on the door being 
opened, went straight into the passage. By 
Marya Kondratyevna's directions he went 
straight to the better room on the left, occu- 
pied by Smerdyakov. There was a tiled stove 
in the room and it was extremely hot. The 
walls were gay with blue paper, which was a 
good deal used however, and in the cracks un- 
der it f(Kkroaches swarmed in amazing num- 
bers, sc 3 that there was a continual rustling from 
them. The furniture was very scanty: two 
benches against each wall and twochairs by the 
table. The table o^ nlain wood was covered 
with a cloth with pink patterns on it. There 
was a pot of geranium on each of the two little 
windows. In the corner there was a case of 
ikons. On the table stood a little copper samo- 
var with many dents in it, and a tray with two 
cups. But Smerdyakov had finished tea and the 
samovar was out. He was sitting at the table 
on a bench. He was looking at an exercise- 
book and slowly writing with a pen. There w^as 
a bottle of ink by him and a flat iron candle- 
stick. but with a composite candle. Ivan saw at 
once from Smerdyakov’s face that he had com- 
pletely recovered from his illness. His face was 
fresher, fuller, his hair stood up jauntily in 
front, and was plastered down at the sides. He 
was sitting in a parti-coloured, wadded dress- 
ing-gown, rather dirty and frayed, however. 
He had spectacles on his nose, which Ivan had 
never seen him wearing before. This trifling 
circumstance suddenly redoubled Ivan’s an- 
ger: "A creature like that and wearing spec- 
tacles!" 

Smerdyakov slowly raised his head and 
looked intently at his visitor through his spec- 
tacles; then he slowly took them of! and rose 
from the bench, but by no means respectfully, 
almost lazily, doing the least possible required 
by common civility. All this struck Ivan in- 
stantly; he took it all in and noted it at once-> 
most of all the look in Sinerdyakov’s eyes, posi- 
tively malicious, churlish and haughty. "What 


“we settled everything then; why have you 
come again?" Ivan could scarcely control him- 
self. 

"It’s hot here," he said, still standing, and 
unbuttoned his overcoat. 

"Take off your coat," Smerdyakov conceded. 

Ivan took off his coat and threw it on a 
bench with trembling hands. He took a chair, 
moved it quickly to the table and sat down. 
Smerdyakov managed to sit down on his bench 
before him. 

"To begin with, are we alone?" Ivan asked 
sternly and impulsively. "Can they overhear 
us in there?" 

"No one can hear anything. You’ve seen for 
yourself: there’s a passage." 

"Listen, my good fellow; what was that you 
babbled, as I was leaving the hospital, that if 
I said nothing about your faculty of shamming 
fits, you wouldn’t tell the investigating lawyer 
all our conversation at the gate? What do you 
mean by a//? What could you mean by it? Were 
you threatening me? Have I entered into some 
sort of compact with you? Do you suppose 1 
am afraid of you?" 

Ivan said this in a perfect fury, giving him 
to understand with obvious intention that he 
scorned any subterfuge or indirectness and 
meant to show his cards. Smerdyakov’s eyes 
gleamed resentfully, his left eye winked, and 
he at once gave his answer, with his habitual 
composure and deliberation. "You want to have 
everything above-board; very well, you shall 
have it," he seemed to say. 

"This is what I meant then, and this is why 
I said that, that you, knowing beforehand of 
this murder of your own parent, left him to his 
fate, and that people mightn’t after that con- 
clude any evil aboutyour feelings and perhaps 
of something else, too— that’s what I promised 
not to tell the authorities." 

Though Smerdyakov spoke without haste 
and obviously controlling himself, yet there was 
something in his voice, determined and em- 
phatic, resentful and insolently defiant. He 
stared impudently at Ivan. A mist passed be- 
fore Ivan’s eyes for the first moment. 

"How? What? Are you out of your mind?" 

"I’m perfectly in possession of all my facul- 
ties." 

"Do you suppose I knew of the murder?" 
Ivan cried at last, and he brought his fist vio- 
lently on tlie table. "What do you mean by 
'something else, too’? Speak, .Scoundrel!" 

Smerdyakov was silent and still scanned Ivan 
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with the same insolent stare. 

'*Speak, you stinking rogue, what is that 
‘something else, too'?” 

“The ‘something else* I meant was that you 
probably, too, were very desirous of your par- 
ent's death.** 

Ivan jumped up and struck him with all his 
might on the shoulder, so that he fell back 
against the wall. In an instant his face was 
bathed in tears. Saying, “It's a shame, sir, to 
strike a sick man,” he dried his eves with a very 
dirty blue check handkerchief and sank into 
quiet w^eeping. A minute passed. 

*‘That*s enough! Leave off,” Ivan said per- 
emptorily, sitting down again. “Don’t put me 
out of all patience.” 

Smerdyakov took the rag from his eyes. 
Every line of his puckered face reflected the 
insult he had just received. 

“So you thought then, you scoundrel, that 
together with Dmitri I meant to kill my 
father?” 

“I didn't know what thoughts were in your 
mind then,” saidSmerdyakovresentfully; “and 
so I stopped you then at the gate to sound you 
on that very point.” 

“To sound what, what?** 

“Why. that very circumstance, whether you 
wanted your father to be murdered or not.” 

What infuriated Ivan more than anything 
was the aggressive, insolent tone to which 
Smerdyakov persistently adhered. 

“It was you murdered him?” he cried sud- 
denly. 

Smerdyakov smiled contemptuously. 

“You know of yourself, for a fact, that it 
wasn’t I murdered him. And 1 should have 
thought that there was no need for a sensible 
man to speak of it again.” 

“But why, why had you such a suspicion 
about me at the time?” 

“As you know already, it \vas simply from 
fear. For I was in such a position, shaking with 
fear, that I suspected everyone. I resfflvcd to 
sound you, too, for 1 thought if you wanted 
the same as your brother, then the business was 
as good as settled and 1 should be crushed like 
a fly, too.” 

“Look here, you didn’t say that a fortnight 
ago.” 

“I meant the same when I talked to you in 
the hospital, only I thought you’d understand 
without wasting words, and that being such a 
sensible man you wouldn’t tare to talk of it 
openly.” 

“What next! Come answer, answer, I insist: 


w^hat was it . . . what could I have done to put 
such a degrading suspicion into your mean 
soul?” 

“As for the murder, you couldn’t have done 
that and didn’t want to, but as for wanting 
someone else to do it, that was just what you 
did w'ant.” 

“And how coolly, how coolly he speaks! But 
why should I have wanted it; what grounds 
had I for w’anting it?” 

“What grounds had you? What about the in- 
heritance?” said Smerdyakov sarcastically, and, 
as it w^ere, vindictively. “Why, after your par- 
ent’s death there was at least forty thousand 
to come to each of you, and very likely more, 
but if Fyodor Pavlovitch got married then to 
that lady, Agrafena Alexandrovna, she would 
have had all his capital made over to her di- 
rectly after the wedding, for she’s plenty of 
sense, so that your parent would not have left 
you two roubles between the three of you. And 
were they far from a wedding, either? Not a 
hair’s-breadth: that lady had only to lift her 
little finger and he would have run after her to 
church, with his tongue out.” 

Iv,in restrained himself with painful effort. 

“Very good,” he commented at last. “You 
see, 1 haven’t jumped up, 1 haven’t knocked 
you down, I iiaven’t killed you. Speak on. So, 
according to you, I had fixed on Dmitri to do 
it; I was reckoning on him?” 

“flow could sou help reckoning on him? If 
he killed him, tlien he would lose all the rights 
of a nobleman, his rank and property, and 
would go off to exile; so his sliare of the in- 
heritance would come to you and your brother 
Alexey Fyodorov itch in etpial parts; so you’d 
each have not forty, but sixty thousand each. 
There’s not a doubt you did reckon on Dmitri 
Fyodorovitch.” 

“What I put up with from you! Listen, 
scoundrel, if I had retkoned on anyone then, 
it would have been on you, not on Dmitri, and 
1 sw'car I did expect some wi( kedness from you 
... at the lime. ... 1 remember my impression!” 

“I thought, too, for a minute, at the time, 
that you were reckoning on me as well,” said 
Smerdyakov. with a sarcastic grin. “So that it 
wa.s just by that more chan anything you showed 
me what was in your mind. For if yc'u had a 
foreboding about me and yet went away, you 
as good as said to me, 'You can murder my par- 
ent, I won’t hinder you!’ ” 

“You scoundrel! So that’s how you under- 
stood it!” 

‘*It w'as all that going to Tchermashnya. 
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Why! You were meaning to go to Moscow and 
refused all your father's entreaties to go to 
Tchermashnya— and simply at a foolish word 
from me you consented at once! What reason 
had you to consent to'rcherniashnya? Since you 
went to I'chermashnya with no reason, simply 
at my word, it shows that you must have ex- 
pected something from me." 

"No, I swear I didn’t!” shouted Ivan, grind- 
ing his teeth. 

"You didn't? Then you ought, as your fa- 
ther's son, to have had me taken to the lock-up 
and thrashed at once for my words then . . . 
or at least, to have given me a punch in the 
face on the spot, but you were not a hit an 
gry, it you please, and at once in a friendly way 
acted on my foolish word and went away, 
which w'as utterly absurd, for you ought to have 
stayed to save your parent’s life. How could I 
help drawing iny conclusions?" 

Ivan sat scowling, both his fists convulsively 
pressed on his knees. 

"Yes, 1 am sorry 1 didn’t punch you in the 
face." he said with a bitter smile. "I couldn't 
have taken you *o I' r lock-up just then. Who 
would havcbelic*ved me and what charge could 
I bring against you? But the punch in the face 
... oh, I’m sorry I didn’t think of it. 'Fhough 
blows are forbidden, I should have pounded 
your ugly face to a jelly." 

Smerdyakov looked at him almost with relish. 

"In the ordinary occasions of lilc," he said 
in the same complacent and sententious tone 
in w'hich he had taunted Grigory and argued 
with him about religion at Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch’s table, "in the ordinary' occasions of life, 
blows on the face are forbidden no\vadays by 
law', and people have given them up, but in 
exceptional occasions of life people still fly to 
blows, not only among us but all over the 
world, be it even the fullest Republicof France, 
just as in the time of Adam and F\e. and they 
never will leave off, but you, even in an ex- 
ceptional case, did not dare." 

"What arc you learning French words for?" 
Ivan nodded towards the exercise-book lying 
on the table. 

"Why shouldn’t I learn them so as to im- 
prove my education, supposing that 1 may my- 
self chance to go someday to those happy parts 
of Europe?” 

"Listen, monster.” Ivan'scycs flashed and he 
trembled all over. "I am not afraid of your ac- 
cusations; you can say what you like about me. 
and if I don’t beat you to death, it’s simply be- 
cause I suspect you of that crime and I’ll drag 


you to justice. I'll unmask you.” 

"To my thinking, you’d better keep quiet, 
for what can you accuse me of, considering my 
absolute innocence? And who would believe 
you? Only if you begin, I shall tell everything, 
too, for I must defend myself." 

"Do you think 1 am afraid of you now?” 

"If the court doesn’t believe all I’ve said to 
you just now', the public will, and you will be 
ashamed." 

" Fhal’s as much as to say, ‘It's alw'ays worth 
while speaking to a sensible man,' eh?" snarled 
Ivan. 

"You hit the mark, indeed. And you'd bet- 
ter be sensible." 

Ivan got up. shaking all over with indigna- 
tion, put on his ( oat, and without replying fur- 
ther to Smerdyakov. without even looking at 
him, walked quickly out of the cottage. The 
cool evening air refreshed him. There was a 
bright moon in the sky. A nightmare of ideas 
and sensations •filled his soul. "Shall 1 go at 
once and give information against Smerdya- 
kov? But what information can I give? He is 
not guilty, anyway. On the contrary, he'll ac- 
cuse me. And in fact, why did 1 set off for 
I'chermashnya then? What for? What for?” 
Ivan asked himself. "Yes, of course, I was ex- 
pecting something and he is right . . .” And 
he remembered for the hundredth time how, 
on the last night in his father’s house, he had 
listened on the stairs. But he remembered it 
now with such anguish that he stood still on 
the spot as though he had been stabbed. "Yes, 
I expected it then, that’s tnie! I wanted the 
murder, I did want the murder! Did I want the 
murder? Did I want it? I must kill Smerdya- 
kov! If I dem't dare kill Smerdyakov now, life 
is not worth living!” 

Ivan did not go home, but went straight to 
Katerina Ivanovna and alarmed her by his ap- 
pearance. He was like a madman. He repeated 
all his conversation with SmercKakov, every 
.syllable of it. He couldn’t be calmed, however 
much she tried to soothe him: he kept walking 
about the room, speaking strangely, di.s( ou- 
nce tedly. .\t last he sat down, put his elbows 
on the table, leaned his head on his hands 
and pronounced this strange sentence: "If it’s 
not Dmitri, but Smerd\akov who’s the mur- 
derer, I share his guilt, for I put him up to it. 
Whether I did, I don't know' yet. But if he is 
the murderer, and not Dmitri, then, of course, 
I am the murderer, too.” 

When Katerina Ivanovna" heard that, she 
got up from her scat without a w'ord, w’ent to 
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her writing-table, opened a box standing on 
it, took out a sheet of paper and laid it before 
Ivan. This was the document of which Ivan 
spoke to Alyosha later on as a “conclusive 
proof that Dmitri had killed his father. It 
was the letter written by Mitya to Katerina 
Ivanovna when he was drunk, on the very eve- 
ning he met Alyosha at the crossroads on the 
way to the monastery, after the scene at Kate- 
rina Ivanovna's, when Grushenkahad insulted 
her. Then, parting from Alyosha, Mitya had 
rushed to Grushenka. 1 don't know whether 
he saw her, but in the evening he was at the 
Metropolis, where he got thoroughly drunk. 
Then he asked for pen and paper and wrote a 
document of weighty consequences to himself. 
It was a wordy, disconnected, frantic letter, a 
drunken letter, in fact. It was like the talk of 
a drunken man, who, on his return home, be- 
gins with extraordinary heat telling his wife 
or one of his household how he has just been 
insulted, what a rascal had just insulted him, 
what a fine fellow he is on the other hand, and 
how he will pay that scoundrel out; and all 
that at great length, with great excitement and 
incoherence, with drunken tears and blows on 
the table. The letter was written on a dirty 
piece of ordinary paper of the cheapest kind. 
It had been provided by the tavern and there 
were figures scrawled on the back of it. There 
was evidently not space enough for his drunken 
verbosity and Mitya not only filled the margins 
but had written the last line right across the 
rest. The letter ran as follows: 

Fatal Katya: To-morrow I will get the money 
and repay your three thousand and farewell, wom- 
an of great wrath, but farewell, too, my love! Let 
us make an end! To-morrow I shall try and get it 
from everyone, and if I can’t borrow it, 1 give you 
my word of honour I shall go to my father and 
break his skull and take the money from under 
the pillow, if only Ivan has gone. It I have to go 
to Siberia for it. I’ll give you back your three thou- 
sand. And farewell. I Ikiw down to the ground be- 
fore you, for I’ve been a scoundrel to you. Forgive 
me! No, lietter not forgive me, you’ll be happier 
and so shall I! Better Siberia than your love, for 
I love another woman and you got to know her too 
well to-day, so how can you forgive? I will murder 
the man who’s robbed me! I’ll leave you all and 
go to the East so as to see no one again. Not her 
either, for you are not my only torment res.s: she is 
too. Farewell! 

P.S.— 1 write my curse, but I adore you! I hear it 
in my heart. One string is left, and it vibrates. Bet- 
ter tear my heart in two! 1 shall kill myself, but 
first of all that cur. 1 shall tear three thousand 
from him and fling it to you. Though I’ve been a 
scoundrel to you, I am not a thief! You can expect 
three thousand. The cur keeps it under his mat- 
tress, in pink ribbon. 1 am not a thief, but I’ll 


murder my thief. Katya, don't look disdainful. 
Dmitri is not a thief! but a murderer! He has mur- 
dered his father and ruined himself to hold his 
round, rather than endure your pride. And he 
oesn’t love you. 

P.P.S.— Ikiss your feet, farewell! P.P.P.S.— Katya, 
pray to God that someone’ll give me the money. 
Then 1 shall not be steeped in gore, and if no one 
does— I shall! Kill me! 

Your slave and enemy, 

D. Karamazov 

When Ivan read this “document’’ he was 
convinced. So then it was his brother, not 
Smerdyakov. And if not Smerdyakov, then not 
he, Ivan. This letter at once assumed in his 
eyes the aspect of a logical proof. There could 
be no longer the slightest doubt of Mitya’s 
guilt. I'he suspicion never occurred to Ivan, 
by the way, that Mitya might have committed 
the murder in conjunction with Smerdyakov, 
and, indeed, such a theory did not fit in with 
the facts. Ivan was completely reassured. The 
next morning he only thought of Smerdyakov 
and his gibes with contempt. A few days later 
he positively wondered how hecouldhavc been 
so horribly distressed at his suspicions. He re- 
solved to dismiss him with contempt and for- 
get him. So passed a month. He made no fur- 
ther inquiry about Smerdyakov, but twice he 
happened to hear that he was very ill and out 
of his mind. 

“He’ll end in madness," the young doctor 
Varvinsky observed about him, and Ivan re- 
membered this. During the last week of that 
month Ivan himself began to feel very ill. He 
went to consult the Moscow doctor who had 
been sent for by Katerina Ivanovna just be- 
fore the trial. And just at that time his rela- 
tions with Katerina Ivanovna became acutely 
strained. They were like two enemies in love 
with one another. Katerina Ivanovna's “re- 
turns’' to Mitya, that is, her brief but violent 
revulsions of feeling in his favour, drove Ivan 
to perfect frenzy. Strange to say, until that 
last scene described above, when Alyosha came 
from Mitya to Katerina Ivanovna, Ivan had 
never once, during that month, heard her 
express a doubt of Mitya’s guilt, in spite of 
those “returns" that were so hateful to him. 
It is remarkable, too, that while he felt that 
he hated Mitya mote and more every day, 
he realised that it was not on account of 
Katya’s “returns" that he hated him, but just 
because he was the murderer of his father. 
He was conscious of this and fully recognised 
it to himself. 

Nevertheless, he went to see Mitya ten days 
before the trial and proposed to him a plan of 
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escape— a plan he had obviously thought over 
a long time. He was partly impelled to do this 
by a sore place still left in his heart from a 
phrase of Smerdyakov's, that it was to his, 
Ivan's, advantage that his brother should be 
convicted, as that would increase his inherit- 
ance and Alyosha's from forty to sixty thou- 
sand roubles. He determined to sacrifice thirty 
thousand on arranging Mitya's escape. On his 
return from seeing him, he was very mournful 
and dispirited; he suddenly began to feel that 
he was anxious for Mitya's escape, not only 
to heal that sore place by sacrificing thirty 
thousand, but for another reason. "Is it be- 
cause I am as much a murderer at heart?" he 
asked himself. Something very deep down 
seemed burning and rankling in his soul. Flis 
pride above all suffered cruelly all that month. 
But of that later. . . . 

When, after his conversation with Alyosha, 
Ivan suddenly decided with his hand on the 
bell of his lodging to go to Smerdyakov, he 
obeyed a sudden and peculiar impulse of in- 
dignation. He suddenly remembered how Kate- 
rina Ivanovna h??d r^ily just cried out to him 
in Alyosha’s presence: "It was you, you, per- 
suaded me of his" (that is. Mitya’s) "guilt!" 
Ivan was thunderstruck when he recalled it. 
He had never once tried to persuade her that 
Mitya was the murderer; on the contrary, he 
had suspected himself in her presence, that 
time when he came back from Smerdyakov. 
It was she, she, who had produced that "docu- 
ment" and proved his brother's guilt. And now 
she suddenly exclaimed: "I’ve been at Smer- 
dyakov’s myself!" When had she been there? 
Ivan had known nothing of it. So she w'as not 
at all so sure of Mitya’s guilt! And what could 
Smerdyakov have told her? What, what, had 
he said to her? His heart burned with violent 
anger. He could not understand how he could, 
half an hour before, have let those words pass 
and not have cried out at the moment. He let 
go of the bell and rushed off to Smerdyakov. 
"I shall kill him, perhaps, this time,” he 
thought on the way. 

Chapter 8, The Third and Last 
Interview with Smerdyakov 
When he w»as half-way there, the keen dry 
wind that had been blowing early that morn- 
ing rose again, and a fine dry snow began fall- 
ing thickly. It did not lie on the ground, but 
was whirled about by th^ wind, and sexjn there 
was a regular snowstorm. There were scarcely 
any lamp-posts in the part of the town where 


Smerdyakov lived. Ivan strode alone in the 
darkness, unconscious of the storm, instinc- 
tively picking out his way. His head ached and 
there was a painful throbbing in his temples. 
He felt that his hands were twitching convul- 
sively. Not far from Marya Kondratyevna's 
cottage, Ivan suddenly came upon a solitary 
drunken little peasant. Hewaswearing acoarse 
and patched coat, and was walking in zigzags, 
grumbling and sw'caring to himself. Then sud- 
denly he would begin singing in a husky 
drunken voice: 

Ach, Vanka*s gone to Petersburg; 

/ won*t wait till he comes back. 

But he broke off every time at the second line 
and began swearing again; then he would be- 
gin the same song again. Ivan felt an intense 
hatred for him before he had thought about 
him at all. Suddenly he realised his presence 
and felt an irresistible impulse to knock him 
down. At that mdifnent they met, and the peas- 
ant with a violent lurch fell full tilt against 
Ivan, who pushed him back furiously. The 
peasant went flying backwards and fell like a 
log on the frozen ground. He uttered one 
plaintive "O— oh!" and then was silent. Ivan 
stepped up to him. He was lying on his back, 
without movement or consciousness. "He will 
be frozen," thought Ivan, and he went on his 
way to Sinerdyakov’s. 

in the passage, Marya Kondratyevna, who 
ran out to open the door with a candle in her 
hand, whispered that Smerdyakov was very ill; 
"It's not that he’s laid up, but he seems not 
himself, and he even told us to take the tea 
away; he w'ouldn't have any." 

"Why, does he make a row?” asked Ivan 
coarsely. 

"Oh dear no, quite the contrary, he's very 
quiet. Only please don’t talk to him too long." 
Marya Kondratyevna begged him. Ivan opened 
the do(»r and stepped into the rormi. 

It was o\er-heatcd as before, but there were 
changes in the room. One of the benches at 
the side had been removed, and in its place 
had been put a large old mahogany leather 
sofa, on which a becl had been made up, with 
fairly clean white pillows. Smerdyakov was sit- 
ting on the sofa, wearing the same dressing- 
gown. The table had been brought out in 
front of the sofa, so that there was hardly room 
to move. On the table lay a thick book in yel- 
low cover, but Smerdyakov wa&not reading it. 
He seemed to be sitting doing nothing. He 
met Ivan with a slow silent gaze, and was ap- 
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parcntly not at all surprised at his coming. 
There was a great change in his face; he was 
much thinner and sallower. His eyes were 
sunken and there were blue marks under 
them. 

“Why, you really are ill?** Ivan stopped 
short. “I won't keep you long. I wont even 
take off my coat. Where can one sit down?*' 

He w'ent to the other end of the table, moved 
up a chair and sat down on it. 

“Why do you look at me w’ithout speaking? 
I*ve only come w'ith one question, and I swear 
I won*t go without an answer. Has the young 
lady, Katerina Ivanovna, been with you?** 

Smerdyakov still remained silent, looking 
quietly at Ivan as before. Suddenlv, with a mo- 
tion of his hand, he turned his face away. 

“What*s the matter with you?’* cried Ivan. 

“Nothing.** 

“What do you mean by ‘nothing*?** 

“Yes, she has. It*s no matter to you. Let me 
alone.*' 

“No, I won't let you alone. Tell me, when 
was she here?** 

“Why, rd (juitc forgotten about her,** said 
Smerdyakov, with a scornful smile, and turn- 
ing his face to Ivan again, he stared at him 
with a look of frenzied hatred, the same look 
that he had fixed on him at their last inter- 
view, a month belorc. 

“You seem very ill yourself, your face is 
sunken; you don't look like yourself,** he said 
to Ivan. 

“Never mind my health, tell me what 1 ask 
you.’* 

“But why arc your eyes so yellow? The whites 
are quite yellow. Are you so worried?** He 
smiled contemptuously and suddenly laughed 
outright. 

“I.isten; I've told you I won't go away with- 
out an answer!** Ivan cried, intensely irritated. 

“Why do you keep pestering me? Why do 
you torment me?** said Smerdyakov, with a 
look of suffering. 

“Damn it! I've nothing to do with you. Just 
answer my question and I’ll go away.** 

“I’ve no answer to give you,*’ said .Smerdya- 
kov, looking down again. 

“You may be sure 1*11 make yem answer!** 

“Why are you so uneasy?’ ’Smerdyakov stared 
at him, not simply with contempt, but almost 
with repulsion. “Is this because the trial be- 
gins to-morrow? Nothing will happen to you; 
can’t you believe that at last? Go home, go to 
bed and sleep in peace, don't be afraid of any- 
thing.'* 


“1 don’t understand you What have I to 

be afraid of to-morrow?** Ivan articulated in 
astonishment, and suddenly a chill breath of 
fear did in fact pass over his soul. Smerdyakov 
measured him with his eyes. 

“You don't understand?** he drawled re- 
proachfully. “It’s a strange thing a sensible 
man should care to play such a farce!’* 

Ivan looked at him speechless. The startling, 
incredibly supercilicjus tone of this man w'ho 
had once been his valet, was extraordinary in 
itself. He had not taken such a tone even at 
their last interview. 

“I tell you, you’ve nothing to be afraid of. 1 
won't say anything about you; there’s no pre^of 
against you. I say, how your hands are trem- 
bling! Why are your fingers moving like that? 
Go home, you did not murder him.’’ 

Ivan started. He remembered Alyosha. 

“1 know it was not 1,*' he faltered. 

“Do you?” Smerdyakov caught him up 
again. 

Ivan jumped up and seized him by the 
shoulder. 

“Tell me everything, you viper! Tell me 
everything!’* 

Smerdyakov was not in the least scared. He 
only riveted his eyes on Ivan with insane ha- 
trecl. 

“Well, it was you who murdered him. if 
that’s if,*’ he whispered luriously. 

Ivan sank back on his chair, though pon- 
dering something. He laughed malignantly. 

“You mean my going away. What you talkc^d 
about last time?’* 

“You stood before me last time and under- 
stood it all, and you understand it now.*’ 

“All I understand is that yc.u are mad.’’ 

“Aren’t you tired of it? Here we are fac e to 
face; what's the use of going on keeping up a 
farce to eacli other? Are you still trying to 
thrown it all on me, to my face? You murdc'red 
him; you are the real murderer. I was only 
your instrument, your faithful servant, and it 
was following your words I did it.** 

**Did it? Why, did you murder him?” Ivan 
turned cold. 

Something seemed to give way in his brain, 
and he shuddered all over with a cold .shiver. 
Then Smerdyakov himself looked at him won- 
dcringly; probably the genuineness of Ivan's 
horror struck him. 

“You don't mean to say you really did not 
know?” he faltered mistrustfully, looking with 
a fc>rced smile into his eyes. Ivan still gazed at 
him, and seemed unable to speak. 
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Ach, Vanka's ^one to Petersburg; 

I won*t watt HU he comes back, 

suddenly echoed in his head. 

“Do you know, I am afraid that you are a 
dream, a phantom sitting before me,” he mut- 
tered. 

“T here’s no phantom here, but only us two 
and one other. No doubt he is here, that third, 
between us.” 

“Who is he? Who is here? What third per- 
son?” Ivan cried in alarm, looking about him, 
his eyes hastily searching in every corner. 

“That third is God Himself— Provitlcme. 
He is the third beside us now. Only don’t look 
for Him, you won't find Him.” 

“It’s a lie that you killed him!” Ivan cried 
madly. "You arc mad, or teasing me again!” 

Smerdyakov, as before, watched him curi- 
ously, with no sign of fear. He could still 
scarcely gel over his incredulity; he still fan- 
cied that Ivan knew everything and was trying 
to “throw it all on him to his face.” 

“Wait a minute,” he said at last in a weak 
voice, and suddenly bringing up his left leg 
from u ruler the tabV he began turning up his 
trouser leg. He was wearing long white stock- 
ings and slippers. Slowly he took off his garter 
and fumbled to the bottom of his stocking. 
Ivan ga/ed at him, and .suddenly shuddered in 
a paroxysm of terror. 

“He’s mad!” he cried, and rapidly jumping 
up, he drew back, so that he knocked his back 
against the wall and stosul up against it, stiff 
and straight, lie looked with insane terror at 
Smerdyakov, who, entirely unaflected by his 
terror, continued fumbling in his stocking, as 
though he were making an effort to get hold of 
.something with his fingers and pull it out. At 
last he got hold of it and began pulling it out. 
Ivan saw that it was a piece of pape^r, or per- 
haps a roll of papers. .Smerdyakov pulled it out 
and laid it on the table. 

“Here,” he said (quietly. 

“What is it?” asked Ivan, trembling. 

“Kindly look at it,” Smerdyakov answered, 
still in the same low tone. 

Ivan stepped up to the table, took up the 
roll of paper and began unfolding it, but .sud- 
denly he drew back his fingers, as though from 
contact with a loathsome reptile. 

“Your hands keep twitching,” observed 
Smerdyakov, and he cleliberatcly unfolded the 
buTHlle him.se If. Under the wrapper were three 
packets of hundred-rouble notes. 

“They are all here, all tlie three thousand 
roubles; you need not count them. Take 


them,” Smerdyakov .suggested to Ivan, nodding 
at the notes. Ivan sank back in his chair. He 
was as white as a handkerchief. 

“You frightened me . . . with your stocking,” 
he said, with a strange grin. 

“Can you really not have known till now?” 
Smerdyakov asked once more. 

“No, I did not know. I kept thinking of 
Dmitri. Brothenr, brother! Achl” He suddenly 
clutched his head in both hands. 

“Listen. Did you kill him alone? With my 
brother’s help or without?” 

“It was only with you, with your help, I 
killed him, and Dmitri Fyodorovitch is quite 
innocent.” 

“All right, all right. Talk about me later. 
Why do I keep on trembling? I can’t speak 
properly.” 

“You were bold enough then. You said 
’everything was lawful,* and how frightened 
you are now,” Smerdyakov muttered in .sur- 
prise. “Won’t you have some lemonade? I’ll 
a.sk for .some at once. It’s very refreshing. Only 
I must hide this first.” 

And again he motioned at the notes. He was 
ju.st going to get up and call at the door to 
Marya Kondratyevna to make some lemonade 
and bring it them, but, looking for something 
to cover up the notes that she might not .see 
them, he first took out his handkerchief, and 
as it turned out to be very dirty, took up the 
big yellow book that Ivan had noticed at first 
lying on the table, and put it over the notes. 
The book was The Sayings of the Holy Father 
Isaac the Syrian. Ivan read it mechanically. 

“I won’t have any lemonade,” he said. “Talk 
of me later. Sit dowm and tell me how you did 
it. Tell me all about it.” 

“You’d better take off your greatcoat, or 
you’ll be too hot.” Ivan, as though he’d only 
just thought of it, look off his coat, and. with- 
out getting up from his chair, threw it on the 
bench. 

“Speak, please, speak.” 

He .seemed calmer. He waited, feeling sure 
that Smerdyakov would tell him all about it. 

“How it was clone?” sighed Smerdyakov. “It 
w'asdonc in a most natural way, following your 
very words.” 

“Of my words later,” Ivan broke in again, 
apparenil) with complete sclf-posse.ssion, finn- 
ly uttering his words, and not shouting as be- 
fore. “Only tell me in detail how you did it. 
Everything, as it happened. Don’t forget any- 
thing. Tlic details, above ev^thing, the de- 
tails, 1 beg you.” 
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“You’d gone away, then I fell into the cel- 
lar.” 

“In a fit or in a sham one?” 

“A sham one, naturally. I shammed it all. I 
went quietly down the steps to the very bot- 
tom and lay down quietly, and as I lay down I 
gave a scream, and struggled, till they carried 
me out.” 

“Stayl And were you shamming all along, 
afterwards, and in the hospital?” 

“No, not at all. Next day, in the morning, 
before they took me to the hospital, I had a 
real attack and a more violent one than I*ve 
had for years. For two days I was quite uncon- 
scious.” 

"All right, all right. Go on.” 

“They laid me on the bed. I knew Fd be the 
other side of the partition, for whenever I was 
ill, Marfa Ignatyevna used to put me there, 
near them. She*s always been very kind to me, 
from ray birth up. At night I moaned, but 
quietly. 1 kept expecting Dmitri Fyodoro- 
vitch to come.” 

“Expecting him? To come to you?” 

“Not to me. I expected him to come into the 
house, for I’d no doubt that he'd come that 
night, for being without me and getting no 
news, he'd be sure to come and climb over the 
fence, as he used to, and do something.” 

“And if he hadn't come?” 

“Then nothing would have happened. I 
should never have brought myself to it with-' 
out him.” 

“All right, all right . . . speak more intel- 
ligibly, don't hurry; above all, don’t k^ave any- 
thing out!” 

“I expected him to kill Fyodor Pavlovitch. I 
thought that was certain, for I had prepared 
him for it . . . during the last few days. . . . He 
knew about the knocks, that was the chief 
thing. With his suspiciousness and the fury 
which had been growing in him all those days, 
he was bound to get into the house by means 
of those taps. That was inevitable, so I was 
expecting him.” 

“Stay,” Ivan interrupted; “if he had killed 
him, he would have taken the money and car- 
ried it away; you must have considered that. 
What would you have got by it afterwards? I 
don’t see.” 

“But he would never have found the money. 
That was only what 1 told him, that the money 
was under the mattress. But that wasn't true. 
It had been lying in a box. And afterwards 1 
suggested to Fyodor Pavlovitch, as I was the 
only person he trusted, to hide the envelope 


with the notes in the comer behind the ikons, 
for no one would have guessed that place, es- 
pecially if they came in a hurry. So that's where 
the envelope lay, in the corner behind the 
ikons. It would have been absurd to keep it 
under the mattress; the box, anyway, coukl be 
locked. But all believe it was under the mat- 
tress. A stupid thing to believe. So if Dmitri 
Fyodorovitch had committed the murder, find- 
ing nothing, he would either have run away 
in a hurry, afraid of every sound, as always 
happens with murderers, or he would ha\e 
been arrested. So 1 could always have clam- 
bered up to the ikons and have taken away 
the money next morning or even that night, 
and it would have all been put down to 
Dmitri Fyodorovitch. I could reckon upon 
that.” 

“But what if he did not kill him, but only 
knocked him dowm?” 

“If he did not kill him, of course, I would 
not have ventured to take the money, and 
nothing would have happened. But I calcu- 
lated that he would beat him senseless, and I 
should have time to take it then, and then Fd 
make out to Fyodor Pavlovitch that it was no 
one but Dmitri Fyodorovitch who had taken 
the money after beating him.” 

“Stop ... I am getting mixed. 'Fhen it was 
Dmitri after all who killed him: you only took 
the money?” 

“No, he didn’t kill him. Well, I might as 
wtU have told you now that Ke was the mur- 
derer. . . . But I don't want to lie to you now, 
because . . . because if yc^u really haven’t un- 
derstood till now, as I see for myself, and are 
not pretending, so as to throw your guilt on 
me to my very face, you are still responsible 
for it all, since you knew of the murder and 
charged me to do it, and w'ent away knowing 
all about it. And so 1 want to prove to your 
face this evening that you arc the only real 
murderer in the whole affair, and I am not 
the real murderer, though I did kill him. You 
are the rightful murderer.” 

“Why, why, am I a murderer? Oh, God!” 
Ivan cried, unable to restrain himself at last, 
and forgetting that he had put off discussing 
himself till the end of the conversation. “You 
still mean that Tchermashnya? Stay, tell me, 
why did you want my consent,, if you really 
took Tchermashnya for consent? flow will 
you explain that now?” 

“Assured of your consent, I should have 
known that you wouldn't have made an out- 
cry ewer those three thousand being lost, even 
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if I'd been suspected, instead of Dmitri Fyo- 
dorovitch, or as his accomplice; on the con- 
trary, you would have protected me from oth- 
ers. . . . And when you got your inheritance 
you would have rewarded me when you w'erc 
able, all the rest of your life. For you’d have 
received your inheritance through me, seeing 
that if he had married Agrafena Alcxandrov- 
iia, you wouldn't have had a farthing.” 

“Ah! 7’hcn you intended to worry me all 
my life afterwards,” snarled Ivan. “And what 
if I hadn’t gone away then, but had informed 
against you?” 

’’What could you have informed? That I 
persuaded you to go to Tchermaslinya? That's 
all nonsense. Besides, after our conversation 
you would cither have gone away or have 
stayed. If you had stayed, nothing would have 
happened. I should have known that you 
didn’t want it done, and should have attempt- 
ed nothing. As you went away, it meant you 
assured me that you wouldn’t dare to inform 
against me at the trial, and that you'd over- 
look my having the three thousand. And, in- 
deed, you couldn’t prosecuted me after- 
guards, because then I should have told it all in 
the court; that is, not that I had stolen the 
money or killed him— I shouldn’t have said 
that— but that you’d put me up to the theft 
and the murder, though I didn’t consent to it. 
That’s why 1 needed )Our consent, so tliat you 
couldn't have cornered me afterwards, for 
what proof could you have had? 1 could always 
have cornered you, revealing your eagerness 
for your father's death, and I tell you the pub- 
lic would have believed it all, and you would 
have been ashamed for the rest of your life.” 

“Was I then so eager, was I?” Ivan snarled 
again. 

”To be sure you were, and by your consent 
you silently sanctioned my doing it.” Smerdya- 
kov looked resolutely at Ivan. He was very 
weak and spoke slowly and wearily, but some 
hidden inner force urged him on. He evident- 
ly had some design. Ivan felt that. 

“Go on,” he said. ’’Tell me what happened 
that night.” 

. “What more is there to tell! 1 lay there and 
I thought 1 heard the master shout. And be- 
fore that Grigory Vassilyevitch liad suddenly 
got up and came out, and he suddenly gave a 
scream, and then all was silence and darkness. 
I lay there waiting, my heart beating; I couldn't 
bear it. 1 got up at las|, went out. I saw the 
window open on the left into the garden, and 
1 stepped to the left to listen whether he was 


sitting there alive, and I heard the master 
moving about, sighing, so I knew he was alive. 
*Ech!* I thought. I went to the window and 
shouted to the master, 'It’s I.' And he shouted 
to me, ’He’s been, he's been; he’s run aw'ay.' 
He meant Dmitri Fyodorovitch had been. Tie's 
killed Grigory!’ ‘Where?’ I whispered. ‘There, 
in the corner,' he pointed. He was whispering, 
too. ’Wait a bit,” I said. I went to the corner of 
the garden to look, and there I came upon 
Grigory Vassilyevitch lying by the wall, cov- 
ered with blood, sensele.ss. So it's true that 
Dmitri Fyodorovitch has been here, was the 
thought that came into my head, and 1 de- 
termined on the spot to make an end of it, as 
Grigory Vassilyevitch, even if he wxre alive, 
would see nothing of it, as he lay there sense- 
less. The only risk was that Marfa Ignatyevna 
might wake up. 1 felt that at the moment, but 
the longing to get it done came over me, till I 
could scarcely breathe. I went back to the win- 
dow to the master and said. 'She's here, she's 
come; Agrafena Alexandrovnahascome, wants 
to be let in.' And he started like a baby. ‘Where 
is she?’ he fairly gasped, but couldn’t believe 
it. ‘She’s standing there,' said I. ’Open.' He 
looked out of the window^ at me, half believ- 
ing and half distrustful, but afraid to open. 
'Why, he is afraid of me now,’ I thought. And 
it was funny. I bethought me to knock on the 
window-frame those taps we’d agreed upon as 
a signal that Grushenka had come, in his pres- 
ence, before his eyes. He didn’t seem to believe 
my w'ord, but as soon as he heard the taps, he 
ran at once to open the door. He opened it. I 
would have gone in, but he stood in the way 
to prevent me passing. ‘Where is she? Where is 
she?' He looked at me, all of a tremble. ‘Well,’ 
thought 1, 'if he’s so frightened of me as all 
that, it’s a bad lookout!' And my legs went 
weak with fright that he wouldn't let me in or 
would call out, or Marfa Ignatyevna wimld 
run up, or something else might happen. I 
don’t remember now. but I must have stood 
pale, facing him. I whispered to him, ‘Why, 
she’s there, there, under the window; how is it 
you don’t see her?’ I said. ‘Bring her then, 
bring her.’ ‘She’s afraid,' said 1; ‘she was fright- 
ened at the noise, she's hidden in the bushes; 
go and call to her yourself from the study.' He 
ran to the window, put tlie candle in the win- 
dow. ‘Gnishenka.’ he cried, ‘Grushenka, arc 
you here?' I'hough he cried that, he didn’t 
w^ant to lean out of the wi^ow, he didn't 
want to move away from me, for he was panic- 
stricken; he was so frightened he didn't dare 
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to turn his back on me. *Why, here she is,’ said 
I. I went up to the window and leaned right 
out of it. ’Here she is; she's in the bush, laugh- 
ing at you, don’t you see her?* He suddenly be- 
lieved it; he was all of a shake— he was awfully 
crazy about her— and he leaned right out of 
the window. I snatched up that iron paper- 
weight from his table; do you remember, 
weighing about three pounds? I swung it and 
hit him on the top of the skull with the corner 
of it. He didn’t even cry out. He only sank 
down suddenly, and I hit him again and a 
third time. And the third time I knew I’d 
broken his skull. He suddenly rolled on his 
back, face upwards, covered with blood. I 
looked round. There was no blood on me, not 
a spot. I wiped the paper-weight, put it back, 
W’ent up to the ikons, took the money out of 
the envelope, and flung the envelope on the 
floor and the pink ribbon beside it. 1 went out 
into the garden all of a tremble, straight to the 
apple-tree with a hollow in it— you know that 
hollow. I’d marked it long before and put a 
rag and a piece of paper ready in it. I wrapped 
all the notes in the rag and stuffed it deep 
down in the hole. .And there it stayed for over 
a fortnight. I took it out later, when 1 came 
out of the hospital. I went back to my bed, lay 
down and thought, ‘If Grigory Vassilyevitch 
has been killed outright it may be a bad job 
fcjr me, but if he is not killed and recovers, it 
will be first-rate, for then he’ll bear witness 
that Dmitri Fyodorovitch has been here, and 
so he must have killed him and taken the 
money.’ Then I began groaning with suspense 
and impatience, so as to wake Marfa Ignatyev- 
na as soon as possible. At last she got up and 
she rushed to me, but when she saw Grigory 
Vassilyevitch was not there, she ran out, and I 
heard her stream in the garden. And that set 
it all going and set my mind at rest.” 

He stopped. Ivan had listened all the time 
in dead silence without stirring or taking his 
eyes off him. As he told his story Smerdyakov 
glanced at him from time to time, but for the 
most part kept his eyes averted. VVlien he had 
finished he was evidently agitated and was 
breathing hard. The perspiration stood out on 
his face. But it was impossible to tell whether 
it was remorse he was feeling, or what. 

“Stay,” cried Ivan pondering. “What about 
the door? If he only opened the door to you, 
how could Grigfjry have seen it open before? 
For Grigory saw it before you went.” 

It was remarkable that Ivan spoke quite 
amicably, in a different tone, not angry as be- 


fore, so if anyone had opened the door at that 
moment and peeped in at them, he would cer- 
tainly have concluded that they were talking 
peaceably about some ordinary, though inter- 
esting, subject. 

“As for that door and Grigory Vassilyevitch’s 
having seen it open, that’s only his fancy,” 
said Smerdyakov, w^ith a wry .smile. “He is not 
a man, 1 a.ssure you, but an obstinate mule. He 
didn't see it, but fancied he had seen it, and 
there’s no shaking him. It’s just our luck he 
took that notion into his head, for they can’t 
fail to convict Dmitri Fyodorovitch after that.” 

“Listen . . .” said Ivan, beginning lo seem 
bewildered again and making an effort to 
grasp something. “Listen. There are a lot of 
questions 1 want to ask you. but I forget them 
... I keep forgetting and getting mixed uj). 
Yes. Tell me this at least, why did you open 
the envelope and leave it there on the floor? 
Why didn't you simply carry off the enveIoj)e? 
. . . When you were telling me. I thought you 
spoke about it as though it were theright thing 
to do . . . but why, 1 can’t understand . . .” 

“I did that for a good reason. For il a man 
had knowm all about it, as I did lor instance, 
if he’d seen those notes before, and perhaps 
had put them in that envelope himself, and 
had seen the envelope sealed up and ad- 
dressed, with his own eyes, if such a man had 
done the murder, what shoidd have made him 
tear open the envelope afterwards, especially in 
such ciesperate haste, since he'd know tor cer- 
tain the notes must be in the envelope? No, if 
the robber had been someone like me, he'd 
simply have put the envelope straight in his 
pocket and got away with it as fast as he could. 
But it’d be cpiitc different with Dmitri Fyo- 
dorovitch. Me only knew about the envelope 
by hearsay; he had never seen it, and if he’d 
found it, lor instance, under the mattress, he’d 
have torn it open as quickly as po.ssible to 
make sure the notes were in it. And he’d have 
thrown the envelope down, without having 
time to think that it would be evidence against 
him. Becau.se he was not an habitual thief and 
had never directly stolen anything before, tor 
he is a gentleman born, and if he did bring 
himself to steal, it wcmld not be regular steal- 
ing, but simply taking what was his c,wn, for 
he’d told the whole towm he meant to before, 
and had even bragged aloud before everyone 
that he'd go and take his property from Fyo- 
dor Pavlovitch. I didn’t say that openly to the 
pros'^cutor when I was being examined, but 
quite the contrary, I brought him to it by a 
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hint, as though I didn't see it myself, and as 
though he'd thought of it himself and I hadn't 
prompted him; so that Mr. Prosecutor’s mouth 
positively watered at my suggestion." 

"But can you possibly have thought of all 
that on the spot?" cried Ivan, overcome with 
astonishment, lie looked at Smerdyakov again 
with alarm. 

"Mercy on us! Could anyone think of it all 
in such a desperate hurry? It was all thought 
out beforehand." 

"Well . . . well, it was the devil helped you!" 
Ivan cried again. "No, you are not a fool, you 
are far cleverer than I thought . . ." 

He got up, obviously intending to walk 
across the room. He was in terrible distress. 
But as the table blocked his w^ay, and there was 
hardly room to pass between the table and the 
wall, he only turned round where he stood 
and sat down again. Perhaps the impossibility 
ot moving irritated him, as he suddenly cried 
out almost as furiously as before. 

"Listen, you miserable, contemptible crea- 
ture! Don’t you understand that if 1 haven't 
killed you. it’s sHn/) because I am keeping 
you to answer to-morrow at the trial. God 
sees," Ivan raised his hand, "perhaps 1, too, 
was guilty; perhaps I really had a secret desire 
for my father’s . , . death, but I swear I was not 
as guilty as you think, and perhaps I didn't 
urge you on at all. No, no, I didn’t urge you 
cm! But no matter, 1 will give evidence against 
myself to-morrow at the trial. I’m determined 
to! I shall tell everything, ever^'thing. But 
we’ll make our appearance together. And 
whatever you may say against me at the trial, 
whatever evidence you give. I’ll face it; I am 
not afraid of you. I'll confirm it all myself! 
But you must tonfess, too! You must, you 
must; we’ll go together. That’s how it shall 
be!" 

Ivan said this solemnly and resolutely and 
from his flashing eyes alone it could be seen 
that it w’ould be so. 

"You are ill, I see; you are quite ill. Your 
eyes are yellow," Smerdyakov commented, 
without the least irony, with apparent sympa- 
thy in fact. 

"We’ll go together," Ivan repeated. "And if 
)ou won’t go, no matter. I’ll go alone." 

Smerdyakov paused as though pondering. 

"I'here’ll be nothing of the son, and you 
wou’t go," he concluded at last positively. 

"You don’t understai\d me," Ivan exclaimed 
reproachfully. 

"You’ll be too much ashamed, if you con- 
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fess it all. And, what's more, it will be no use 
at all, for I shall say straight out that I never 
said anything of the sort to you, and that you 
are either ill (and it looks like it, too), or that 
you’re so sorry for your brother that you arc 
sacrificing yourself to save him and have in- 
vented it all against me, for you’ve always 
thought no more of me than if I’d been a fly. 
And who will b(*lieve you, and what single 
proof have you got?" 

“Listen, you showed me those notes just 
now to convince me." 

Smerdyakov lifted the book off the notes 
and laid it on one side. 

"Take that money away with you, "Smerdya- 
kov sighed. 

"Of course, I shall take it. But why do you 
give it to me, if you committed the murder for 
the sake of it?" Ivan looked at him wMth great 
surprise. 

"I don’t want it," Smerdyakov articulated 
in a shaking voire, with a gesture of refusal. 
“I did have an idea of beginning a new life 
with that money in Moscejw or, better still, 
abroad. I did dream of it, chiefly because 'all 
things are lawful.’ That was cpiite right what 
you taught me, for you talked a lot to me 
about that. For if there’s no everlasting God, 
there’s no such thing as virtue, and there's no 
need of it. You were right there. So that’s how 
I looked at it.” 

"Did you come to that of yourself?" asked 
Ivan, with a wry smile. 

"With your guidance." 

"And now, I suppose, you believe in God, 
since you are giving back the money?" 

"No, I don't belie\e," whispered Smerdya- 
kov. 

"Then why arc you giving it back?" 

"Leave off . . . that’s enough!” Smerdyakov 
W'avcd his hand again. "You used to say your- 
self that everything was lawful, so now why 
are you so upset, too? You even want to go and 
give evidence against yourself. . . . Only there’ll 
be nothing of the sort! You won’t go to give 
evidence," Smerdyakov decided w^ith convic- 
tion. 

'‘You'll see," said Ivan. 

"It isn’t possible. You are very clever. You 
are fond of money, I know that. You like to be 
respected, too, for you’re very proud; you are 
far too fond of female charms, tcx>, and you 
mind most of all about living in undisturbed 
comfort, without having to depend on anyone 
—that’s what you care most anout. You won't 
want to spoil your life for ever by taking such 
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a disgrace on yourself. You are like Fyodor 
Pavlovitch, you are more like him than any of 
his children; you've the same soul as he had.” 

”Vou are not a fool/' said Ivan, seeming 
struck. I'he blood rushed to his face. ”You are 
serious nowl” he observed, looking suddenly 
at Smerdyakov with a different expression. 

”It was your pride made you think I was a 
fool. Take the money.” 

Ivan took the three rolls of notes and put 
them in his pocket without wrapping them in 
anything. 

”I shall show them at the court to-morrow,” 
he said. 

"Nobody will believe you, as you've plenty 
of money of your own; you may simply have 
taken it out of your cash-box and brought it to 
the court.” 

Ivan rose from his seat. 

"I repeat,” hesaid,”the only reason I haven’t 
killed you is that I need you for to-morrow, re- 
member that, don’t forget itl” 

"Well, kill me. Kill me now,” Smerdyakov 
said, all at once lookingstrangelyat Ivan. "You 
won't dare do that even!” he added, with a 
bitter smile. "You won’t dare to do anything, 
you, who used to be so boldl” 

"Till to-morrow,” cried Ivan, and moved to 
go out. 

"Stay a moment. . . . Show me those notes 
again.” 

Ivan took out the notes and showed them to 
him. Smerdyakov looked at them for ten 
seconds. 

"Well, you can go,” he said, with a wave of 
his hand. "Ivan Fyodorovitch!'” he called after 
him again. 

"What do you want?” Ivan turned without 
stopping. 

"Good-bye!” 

"Till to-morrow!” Ivan cried again, and he 
walked out of the cottage. 

The snowstorm was still raging. He walked 
the first few steps boldly, but suddenly be- 
gan staggering. "It's something physical,” he 
thought with a grin. Something like joy was 
springing up in his heart. He was conscious 
of unbounded resolution; he would m.ike an 
end of the wavering that had so tortured him 
of late. His determination was taken, "and 
now it will not be changed,” he thought with 
relief. At that moment he stumbled against 
something and almost fell down. Stopping 
short, he made out at his feet the peasant he 
had knrxrked down, still lying senseless and 
motionless. The snow had almost covered his 


face. Ivan seized him and lifted him in his 
arms. Seeing a light in the little house to the 
right he went up, knocked at the shutters, and 
asked the man to whom the house belonged 
to help him carry the peasant to the police- 
station, promising Jiirn three roubles. The man 
got ready and came out. I won't describe in de- 
tail how Ivan succeeded in his object, bring- 
ing the peasant to the police-station and ar- 
ranging for a dcKtor to see him at once, pro- 
viding with a liberal hand for the expenses. 1 
will only say that this business took a whole 
hour, but Ivan was well content with it. His 
mind wandered and worked incessantly. 

"If I had not taken my decision so firmly for 
to-morrow',” he reflected with satisfaction. “1 
should not have stayed a whole hour to look 
after the peasant, but should have passed by, 
without caring about his being froz-cn. 1 am 
quite capable of watching myself, by the way,” 
he thought at the same instant, w^ith still 
greater satisfaction, "although they have de- 
cided that I am going out of my mind!” 

Just as he reached his own house he stoppeil 
short, asking himself suddenly hadn't he better 
go at once to the prosecutor and tell him 
everything. He decided the question by turn- 
ing back to the house. "F-very thing together 
tomorrow!” he whispered to himself, and, 
strange to say> almost all his gladness and self- 
satisfaction passed in one instant. 

As he entered his own rooix^he felt some- 
thing like a touch of ice on his heart, like a 
recollection or, more exactly, a reminder, of 
something agonising and revolting that was in 
that room now, at that moment, and had been 
there before. He sank wearily on liis sofa. 7 he 
old woman brought him a samovar; he made 
tea, but did not touch it. He sat on the sofa 
and felt giddy. He fell that he was ill and help- 
less. He was beginning to drop asleep, hut 
got up uneasily and w'alked across the room 
to shake off his drowsiness. At moments he 
fancied he was delirious, but it was not illness 
that he thought of most. Sitting down again, 
he began looking round, as though searching 
for something, lliis happened several times. 
At last his eyes were fastened intently on one 
point. Ivan smiled, but an angry flush suf- 
fused his face. He sat a long time in his place, 
his head propped on both arms, though he 
looked sideways at the same point, at the .sofa 
that stood against the opposite wall. There 
was evidently something, some object, that 
irri:ated him there, worried him and tor- 
mented him. 
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Chapter The Devil. Ivan’s Nightmare 
I AM not a doctor, but yet I feel that the mo- 
ment has come when I must inevitably give 
the reader some account of the nature of Ivan's 
illness. Anticipating events lean say at leastone 
thing: he was at that moment on the very eve 
of an attack of brain fever. Though his health 
had long been affected, it had offered a stub- 
born resistance to the fever which in the end 
gained complete mastery over it. Though I 
know nothing of medicine, I venture to hiiz- 
ard the suggestion that he really had perhaps, 
by a terrible effort of will, succeeded in delay- 
ing the attack for a time, hoping, of course, to 
check it completely. He knew that he was un- 
well, but he loathed the thought of being ill at 
tliat fatal time, at the approaching crisis in his 
life, when he needed to have all his wits about 
him, to say what he had to say boldly and reso- 
lutely and “to justify himself to himself." 

He had, however, consulted the new doctor, 
who had been brought from Moscow by a fan- 
tastic notion of Katerina Ivanovna’s to which 
I have referred aheauy. Alter listening to him 
and examining him the doctor came to the 
conclusion that he was actually .suffering from 
some disorder of the brain, and was not at all 
.surprised by an admission which Ivan had re- 
luctantly maclehim. “llallucinations are quite 
likely in your condition, ” the doctor opined, 
“though it would be better to verify them . . . 
you must take steps at once, without a mo- 
ment’s delay.or thingswill go badly with you." 
but Ivan did not follow this judicious advice 
and did not take to his bed to be nursed. “I 
am walking about, so I am strong enough, if I 
drop, it’ll be different then, anyone may nur.se 
me who likes," he decided, dismissing the sub- 
ject. 

And so he was sitting almost conscious hint- 
self of his delirium and, as I have said already, 
looking persistently at some object on the .sofa 
against the opposite wall. Someone appeared 
to be sitting there, though goodness knows 
.how he had come in, for he had not been in 
the room when Ivan came into it, on his return 
from Smerdyakov. 7'his was a person or, more 
accurately speaking, a Rus.sian gentleman of 
a particular kind, no longer young, qui faisait 
la cinquantaine^ as the French say, with rather 
long, still thick, dark hair, slightly streaked 
with grey and a small pointed beard. He was 
wearing a brownish reefer jacket, rather shabby, 
evidently made by a good tailor though, and 
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of a fashion at least three years old, that had 
been discarded by smart and well-to-do peo- 
ple for the last two years. His linen and his 
long scarf-like neck-tie were all such as are 
worn by people who aim at being stylish, but 
on closer inspection his linen was not over- 
clean and his wide scarf was very threadbare. 
The visitor’s check trousers were of excellent 
cut, but were too light in colour and too tight 
for the pre.scnt fa.shion. His soft fluffy white 
liat was out of keeping with the .season. 

In brief there W'as every appearance of gen- 
tility on straitened means. It looked as though 
the gentleman belonged to that cla.ss of icile 
landowners who used to flourish in the times 
of serfdom. He had unmistakably been, at 
some time, in good and fashionable society, 
had once had good connections, had possibly 
preserved them indeed, but, after a gay youth, 
becoming gradually impoverished on the aboli- 
tion of serfdom, h^ haci sunk into the position 
of a pcK>r relation of the best class, wandering 
from one good old friend to another and re- 
ceived by them for his companionable and 
accoinmoclating di.sposition and as being, after 
all, a gcMiilcman who could be asked to sit 
down with anyone, though, of course, not in a 
place of honour. Such gentlemen of accommo- 
dating temper and dependent position, who can 
tell a story, take a hand at cards, and who have 
a distinct avc^rsion for any duties that may be 
forced upon them, are usually .solitary crea- 
tures, either bachelorsor widowers. Sometimes 
they have children, but if so, the children are 
always being brought up at a distance, at some 
aunt’s, to whom these gentlemen never allude 
in good society, seeming ashamed of the rela- 
tionship. rhey gradually lose sight of their 
children altogether, though at intervals they re- 
ceive a birthday or Christmas letter from tliem 
and sometimes even answer it. 

The countenance of the unexpected visitor 
was not so much good-natured, as accommo- 
dating and ready to assume any amiable ex- 
pression as occasion might arise. He had no 
watch, but he had a tortoise-shell lorgnette on 
a black ribbon. On the middle finger ol his 
right hand was a massive gold ring with a 
cheap opal stone in it. 

Ivan was angrily silent and would not begin 
the conversation. The visitor waited and .sat 
exactly like a poor relation who had come 
down from his room to keep his host company 
at tea, and was discreetly silent^eeing that his 
host was frowning and preoccupied. But he 
was ready for any affable conversation as soon 
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as his host should begin it. All at once his face 
expressed a sudden solicitude. 

“I say,’* he began to Ivan, “excuse me, I only 
mention it to remind you. You went to Smer- 
dyakov’s to find out about Katerina Ivanovna, 
but you came away without finding out any- 
thing about her, you probably forgot ’’ 

“Ah, yes,” broke from Ivan and his face 
grew gloomy with uneasiness. “Yes, I’d for- 
gotten . . . but it doesn’t matter now, never 
mind, till to-morrow,” he muttered to himself, 
“and you,” he added, addressing his visitor, 
“I should have remembered that myself in a 
minute, for tliat was just w^hat was tormenting 
me^ Why do you interfere, as if 1 should be- 
lieve that you prompted me, and that I didn't 
remember it of myself?” 

“Don’t believe it then.” said the gentleman, 
smiling amicably, “what’s thegood of believing 
against your will? Besides, proofs are no help to 
believing, especially material proofs. Thomas 
believed, not because he saw Christ risen, but 
because he wanted to believe, before he saw. 
Look at the spiritualists, for instance. ... 1 am 
very fond of them . . . only fancy, they imagine 
that they are serving the cause of religion, be- 
cause the devils show them their horns from 
the other w’orld. That, they say, is a material 
pr(x)f, so to speak, of the existence of another 
world. The other world and material proofs, 
what next! And if you come to that, does prov- 
ing there’s a devil prove that there’s a God? I 
want to join an idealist society, I’ll lead the 
opposition in it. I’ll say I am a realist, but not 
a materialist, he he!” 

“Listen,” Ivan suddenly got up from the 
table. “I seem to bedelirious ... I am delirious, 
in fact, talk any nonsen.se you like, I don’t 
care! You won’t drive me to fury, as you did 
last time. But I feel somehow ashamed ... I 
want to walk about the room ... 1 sometimes 
don’t see you and don’t even hear your voice as 
J did last lime, but I always guess what you are 
prating, for it's I, / myself speaking, not you. 
Only I don’t know whetlier I was dreaming 
last time or whether 1 really saw you. I'll wet a 
towel and put it on my head and perhaps 
you’ll vanish into air.” 

Ivan went into the corner, took a towel, and 
did as he said, and with a wet towel on his 
head began walking up and down the room. 

“I am so glad you treat me so familiarly,” 
the visitor began. 

“Fool,” laughed Ivan, “do you suppose I 
should stand on ceremony with you? I am in 
gcKxl .spirits now, though I’ve a pain in my 


forehead . . . and in the top of my head . . . 
only please don’t talk philosophy, as you did 
last time. If you can’t take yourself off, talk of 
something amusing. Talk gossip, you arc a 
poor rc*lation, you ought to talk gossip. What 
a nightmare to have! But I am not afraid of 
you. I’ll get the better of you. I won’t be taken 
to a mad-house!” 

**C/est charmant, poor relation. Yes, I am in 
my natural shape. For what am I on earth but 
a poor relation? By the way, 1 am listening to 
you and am rather surprised to find you are 
actually beginning to take me for something 
real, not simply your fancy, as you persisted in 
declaring last time ” 

“Never for one minute have I taken you lor 
reality.” Ivan cried with a sort of fury. “You 
arc a lie, you are my illness, you are a phantom. 
It’s only that I don’t know how' to destroy you 
and I see I must .suffer for a time. You are my 
hallucination. You are the incarnation of my- 
self, but only of one side of me ... of my 
thoughts anti feelings, but only the nastiest 
and .stupidest ot them. From that point of view 
you might be of interest to me, if only I had 
time to waste on you ” 

“Kxcu.se me, excuse me, I'll catdi you. When 
you flew out at .\lyosha under llie lamp-post 
this evening and shouted to him, ‘You learnt 
it from hirn\ How do you know that he visits 
me?’ You were thinking of me then. So for one 
brief moment )ou did belie w that 1 reall) 
exist,” the gentleman laughed blandly. 

“Yes, that was a moment of weakness . . . 
but I couldn’t believe in you. I don’t know 
whether I was asleep or awake last lime. Per- 
haps I was only dreaming then and didn’t sec 
you really at all ” 

“And why were you so surly with Alyosha 
just now? He is a dear; I’ve treated him badly 
over Father Zossima.” 

“Don’t talk of .\lyosha! How dare you, you 
ffunkey!” Ivan laughed again. 

“You scold me, I)ut you laugh— that's a good 
sign. But you are ever so much more polite 
than you were last time and I know why: that 
great resolution of yours ” 

“Don’t speak of my resolution.” cried Ivan, 
savagely. 

“I understand. I understand, c*est riohlr. 
c* est charmant, you are going to defend your 
brother and to sacrifice yourself . . . C/est 
chevaleresque.** 

“Hold your tongue, I’ll kick you!” 

“I .shan’t be altogether sorry, for then my 
object will be attained. If you kick me, you 
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must believe in my reality, for people don't 
kick ghosts. Joking apart, it doesn’t matter to 
me, scold if you like, though it’s better to be a 
trifle more polite even to me. 'Fool, flunkcyl' 
what wordsl” 

“Scolding you, I scold myself,’’ Ivan laughed 
again, “you are myself, myself, only with a dif- 
ferent face. You just say what 1 am thinking 
. . . and are incapable of saying anything new!” 

“If I am like you in my way of thinking, it's 
all to my credit,’’ thcgentleman declared, with 
delicacy and dignity. 

“You choose out only my worst thoughts, 
and what’s more, the stupid ones. You arc stu- 
pid and vulgar. You are awfully stupid. No, I 
can’t put up with you! What am I to do. wdiat 
am I to do?’’ Ivan said through his clenched 
teeth. 

“My dear friend, above all things I want to 
behave like a gentleman and to be recognised 
as such,’’ the visitor began in an access of dep- 
recating and simple-hearted pride, typical of a 
poor relation. “I am poor, but ... I won’t say 
very honest, but . . . it’s an axiom generally ac- 
cepted in society th u I a fallen angel. 1 cer- 
tainly can't conceive how I can ever have been 
an angel. If I ever was, it must have be en so 
long ago that theic’s no harm in lorgetting it. 
Now 1 only prize the reputation of being a 
gentlemanly person and live as I can. trNing to 
make myself agreeable. 1 lc»vc men genuinely, 
I’ve been greatly caluniinatc’d! Mere when I 
stay with you from time to time, my life gains 
a kind of reality and lhalS what I like most 
ol all. You .sec. like you, I suffer fre^m the tan- 
tastic and so 1 lo\e the realism of earth. Hcrl^ 
with you, everything is circumscribed, here all 
is formulated and geometrical, while we have 
nothing but indeterminate ec|ualions! I wan- 
der about here dreaming. 1 like di earning. He- 
sidcs. on earth I become superstitious. Please 
don’t laugh, that’s just what I like, to become 
superstitious. I adopt all your habits here: I’ve 
grown fond of going to the public baths, would 
)ou hclic^ve it? and 1 go and steam myself w ith 
merchants and i)riests. What I dream of is be- 
coming incarnate once for all and irrcvocal>ly 
in the lorin of some merchant’s wife weigliiiig 
eighteen stone, and ol believing all she be- 
lieves. My ideal is to go to church and otler a 
candle ill simple-hearted faith, upon my word 
it is. riien there would be an end to iny suffer- 
ings. I like being doctored too; in the .spring 
tliere was an outbreak of smallpox and 1 went 
and WMS vaccinated in a foundling hospital— 
if only you knew how I enjoyed myself that 
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day. I subscribed ten roubles in the cause of 
the Slavs! . . . But you are not listening. Do 
you know, you arc not at all well this evening? 
I kiiow^ you went yesterday to that doctor . . . 
well, what about your health? What did the 
doctor say?’’ 

“Fool!’’ Ivan snapped out. 

“But you arc clever, anyway. You are scold- 
ing again? I didn’t ask out of sympathy. You 
needn’t answ'er. Now rheumatism has come in 
again ’’ 

“Fool!’’ repeated Ivan. 

“You keep saying the same thing; but I had 
such an attack of rheumatism last year that I 
remember it to this day.’’ 

“'Fhe devil have rheumatism!" 

“Why not, if I sometimes put on fleshly 
form? I pul on fleshly form and 1 take the coii- 
sefjuences. Satan sum et nihil hurnanurn a me 
alinium puto/'^ 

“What, what, Satan sum et nihil hurnanurn 
. . . that’s not bad for the devil!" 

“I am glad I’ve pleased you at last." 

“But you didn’t get that from me." Ivan 
stopped suddenly, seeming struck. “That never 
entered my head, that’s strange.” 

**(Vesl du nouveau, n'est-ce pasf '^ This time 
I’ll act honestly and explain to you. Listen, in 
dreams and (^specially in nightmares, from in- 
digestion or anything, a man secs sometimes 
such artistic visions, such complex and real ac- 
tuality, such e\cnts, even a w'holc world of 
c\ciits, woven into such a plot, with such un- 
expected details from the mexst exalted mat- 
ters to the last button on a cuff, as I swear Leo 
Tolstov has never ii.\ented. Yet such dreams 
arc' sonictinics seen roi by writers, but by the 
nu»st ordinary people, oflicials. journalists, 
priests. . . . The subject is a complete enigma. 
A statesman confessed to me, indeed, that all 
his best ideas came to him when he was asleep. 
\Vell. that’s how it is now*, though 1 am your 
halliic illation, yet just as in a nightmare. I say 
original things which had not entered your 
head before. So I don’t repeat your ideas, vet 
I am oiiIn your nightmare, nothing more." 

“You arc hing. your aim is to convince me 
yc^u exist apart and are not my niglitmare, and 
now . ni arc asserting you .ire a dream." 

“My dear fellow, lAe adopted a speci.al 
method to-day, I’ll explain it to you afterwards. 
Stay, where did 1 break off? Oh, yes! 1 caught 
cold then, only not here hut yonder.” 

' T am Satan, and deem nothings human alien 
to me. 

“It’s new, isn’t it? 
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“Where is yonder? Tell me, will you be here 
long. Can’t you go away?” Ivan exclaimed al- 
most in despair. He ceased walking to and fro, 
sat down on the sofa, leaned his elbows on the 
table again and held his head tight in both 
hands. He pulled the wet towel off and flung 
it away in vexation. It was evidently of no use. 

“Your nerv'es are out of order,” observed the 
gentleman, with a carelessly easy, though per- 
fectly polite, air. “You are angry with me even 
for being able to catch cold, though it hap- 
pened in a most natural way. I was hurrying 
then to a diplomatic soiree at the house of a 
lady of high rank in Petersburg, who was aim- 
ing at influence in the Ministry. Well, an eve- 
ning suit, white tie, gloves, though 1 was God 
knows where and had to fly through space to 

reach your earth Of course, it took only an 

instant, but you know a ray of light from the 
sun takes full eight minutes, and fancy in an 
evening suit and open waistcoat. Spirits don’t 
freeze, but when one’s in fleshly form, well . • . 
in brief. I didn’t think, and set off, and you 
know in those ethereal spaces, in the water 
that is above the firmament, there’s such a frost 
. . . at least one can’t call it frost, you can fancy, 
150 degrees below zero! You know the game 
the village girls play— they invite the unwary 
to lick an axe in thirty degrees of frost, the 
tongue instantly freezes to it and the dupe 
tears the skin off, so it bleeds. But that’s only 
in 30 degrees, in 150degrecs 1 imagine it would 
be enough to put your finger on the axe and it 
would be the end of it ... if only there coujd 
be an axe there.” 

“And can there be an axe there?” Ivan inter- 
rupted, carelessly and disdainfully. He was 
exerting himself to the utmost not to believe 
in the delusion and not to sink into complete 
insanity. 

“An axe?” the guest interrupted in surprise. 

“Yes, what would become of an axe there?” 
Ivan cried suddenly, with a sort of savage and 
insistent obstinacy. 

“What would become of an axe in space? 
Quelle idee! If it were to fall to any distance, 
it would begin. I think, flying round the earth 
without knowing why, like a satellite. The 
astronomers would calculate the rising and the 
setting of the axe; Gatzuk would put it in his 
calendar, that’s all.” 

“You are stupid, awfully stupid,” said Ivan 
peevishly. “Fib more cleverly or I won’t lis- 
ten. You want to get the better of me by real- 
ism, to convince me that you exist, but I don’t 
want to believe you exist! I won’t believe it!” 


“But I am not fibbing, it’s all the truth; the 
truth is unhappily hardly ever amusing. I see 
you persist in expecting sometlii ng big of me, 
and perhaps something fine. That’s a great 

pity, for I only give what I can ” 

“Don’t talk philosophy, you ass!” 
“Philosophy, indeed, when all my right side 
is numb and 1 am moaning and groaning. I’ve 
tried all the medical faculty; they can diagnose 
beautifully, they have the whole of your dis- 
ease at their finger-tips, but they’ve no idea 
how to cure you. There was an enthusiastic 
little student here, ‘You may die,’ said he, ‘but 
you’ll know perfectly w^hat disease you are dy- 
ing of!’ Ancl then what a way they have of 
sending people to specialists! ‘Wc only diag- 
nose,' they say, ‘but go to such-and-such a spe- 
cialist. he’ll cure you.’ The old doctor who 
used to cure all sorts of disease has completely 
disappeared, I assure you. now there are only 
specialists and they all advertise in the news- 
papers. If anything is wrong with your nose, 
they send you to Paris: there, they say, is a 
European specialist who cures noses. If you go 
to Paris, he’ll look at your nose; I can only 
cure your right nostril, he’ll tell you, for 1 
don’t cure the left nostril, that’s not my spe- 
ciality, but go to Vienna, there there’s a spe- 
cialist who will cure your left nostril. What 
are you to do? I fell back on popular remedies, 
a German doctor advised me to rub myself with 
honey and salt in the bath-hoi^e. Solely to get 
an extra bath I went, smeared myself all over 
and it did me no good at all. In despair I wrote 
to Count Mattci in Milan. He sent me a book 
and some drops, bless him, and, only fancy. 
Hoff’s malt extract cured me! I bought it by 
accident, drank a bottle and a half of it, and 1 
was ready to dance, it took it away completely. I 
made up my mind to write to the papers to 
thank him,l was prompted by a feclingof grat- 
itude, and only fancy, it led to no end of a 
bother: not a single paper would take my 
letter. ‘It would be very reactionary,’ they said, 
‘no one will believe \t/Lediablen*existe point } 
You’d better remain anonymous,’ they advised 
me. What use is a letter of thanks if it’s anony- 
mous? I laughed with the men at the news- 
paper office; 'It’s reactionary to believe in God 
in our days,’ 1 said, ‘but I am the devil, so 1 
may be believed in.’ ‘We quite undefTstand 
that,’ they said. ‘Who doesn’t believe in the 
devil? Yet it won’t do, it might injure our repu- 
tation. As a joke, if you like.’ But I thought 
as a joke it wouldn’t be very witty. So it wasn’t 
* The devil docs not exist. 
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printed. And do you know, I have felt sore 
about it to this day. My best feelings, gratis 
tude, for instance, are literally denied me sim- 
ply from my social position.** 

‘‘Philosophical reficctions again?** Ivan 
snarled malignantly. 

“God preserve me from it, but one can*t 
help complaining sometimes. I am a slandered 
man. You upbraid me every moment with be- 
ing stupid. Onecan see you are young. My dear 
fellow, intelligence isn*t the only thing! I have 
naturally a kind and merry heart. ‘I also write 
vaudevilles of all sorts.* You seem to take me 
for Hlestakov grown old, but my fate is a far 
more serious one. Before time was, by some de- 
cree which I could never make out, I was pre- 
destined ‘to deny’ and yet I am genuinely good- 
hearted and not at all inclined to negation. 
‘No, you must go and deny, without denial 
there’s no criticism and what would a journal 
be without a column of criticism?* Without 
criticism it would be nothing but one ‘hosan- 
nah.’ But nothing but hosannah is not enough 
for life, the hosannah must be tried in the cru- 
cible of doubt ands<» ‘ n, in the same style. But 
1 don’t meddle in that. 1 didn’t create it, I am 
not answerable for it. Well, they’ve chosen 
their scapegoat, they’ve made me write the 
column of criticism and so life was made possi- 
ble. We understand that comedy; I, for in- 
stance, simply ask lor annihilation. No, live. I 
am told, for tliere’d be nothing without you. If 
everything in the universe were sensible, noth- 
ing woulcl happen. There would be no events 
without you, and there must be events. So 
against the grain I serve to produce events and 
do what’s irrational because 1 am commanded 
to. For all their indisputable intelligence, men 
take this farce as something serious, and that 
is their tragedy. They suffer, of course . . . but 
then they live, they live a real life, not a fan- 
tastic one, for suffering is life. Without suffer- 
ing what would be the pleasure of it? It would 
be transformed into an endless church service; 
it would be holy, but tedious. But what about 
me? I suffer, but still. 1 don’t live. 1 am x in an 
indetenninate equation. I am a sort of phan- 
tom in life who has lost all beginning and end, 
and who has even forgotten his own name. 
Ycm are laughing— no, you are not laughing, 
you are angry again. You are for ever angry, 
all you care about is intelligence, but 1 re- 
peat again that 1 would give away all this 
superstellar life, all the ranks and honours, 
simply to be transformed into the soul of a 
merchant’s wife weighing eighteen stone and 


set candles at God’s shrine.** 

“Then even you don’t believe in God?*' 
said Ivan, with a smile of hatred. 

“What can 1 say?— that is, if you are in ear- 
nest ** 

“Is there a God or not?’* Ivan cried with the 
same savage intensity. 

“Ah, then you are in earnest! My dear fel- 
low. upon my word I don’t know. There! I’ve 
said it now!’* 

“You don’t know, but you see God? No, you 
are not someone apart, yem are myself, you are 
I and nothing more! You are rubbish, you are 
my fancy!’* 

“Well, if you like. I have the same philoso- 
phy as you, that would be true. Je pense, done 
je suis^ I know that for a fact; all the rest, all 
these worlds, God and even Satan— all that is 
not proved, to my mind. Does ail that exist of 
itself, or is it only an emanation of myself, a 
logical development of my ego which alone 
has existed for ever: but I make haste to stop, 
for I believe you will be jumping up to beat 
me directly.** 

“You’d better tell me some anecdote!’* said 
Ivan miserably. 

“There is an anecdote precisely on our sub- 
ject, or rather a legend, not an anecdote. You 
reproach me with unbelief; you see, you say, 
yet you don’t believe. But, my dear fellow, 1 
am not the only one like that. We are all in a 
muddle over there now and all through your 
science. Once there used to be atoms, five 
senses, four elements, and then everything hung 
together somehow. There were atoms in the 
ancient world even, but since we’ve learned 
that you’ve discovered the chemical molecule 
and protoplasm and the devil knows what, we 
had to lower our crest. There’s a regular mud- 
dle, and, above all, superstition, scandal; there’s 
as much scandal among us as among you, you 
know; a little more in fact, and spying, indeed, 
for we haveoursecret police department where 
private information is received. Well, this w'ild 
legend belongs to our middle ages— not yours, 
but ours— and no one believes it even among 
us. except the old ladies of eighteen stone, not 
your old ladies 1 mean, but ours. We've every- 
thinir you have, I am revealing one of our se- 
crets out of friendship for you; though it’s for- 
bidden. This legend is about Paradise. There 
was, they say. here on earth a thinker and phi- 
losopher. He rejected everything, ‘laws, con- 
science. faith,’ and. above all, tl)e future life. 
He died; he expected to go straight to darkness 

' 1 think, therefore 1 am. 
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and death and he found a future life before 
him. He was astounded and indignant. ‘This 
is against my principles!’ he said. And he was 
punislied for that . . . that is, you must excuse 
me, I am just repeating what [ heard myself, 
it*s only a legend ... he was sentenced to walk 
a quadrillion kilometres in the dark (we’ve 
adopted the metric system, you know): and 
when he has finished that quadrillion, the gates 
of heaven would be opened to him and he’ll 
be forgiven ” 

“And what tortures have you in the other 
world besides the quadrillion kilometres?" 
asked Ivan, with a strange eagerness. 

"What tortures? Ah, don’t ask. In old days 
we had all sorts, but now they have taken chief- 
ly to moral punishments— ‘the stings of con- 
science’ and all that nonsense. We grit that, 
too, from you, from the softening of your man- 
ners. And who’s the better for it? Only those 
who have got no conscience, for how can they 
be tortured by conscience when they have 
none? But decent people who have crmscicnce 
and a sense of honour suffer for it. Reforms, 
when the ground has not been prepared for 
them, especially if they are institutions copied 
from abroad, do nothing but mischiefl The 
ancient fire was better. Well, this man, who 
was condemned to the quadrillion kilometres, 
stood still, looked round and lay down across 
the road. ‘I won’t go, I refuse on principle!' 
Take the soul of an enlightened Russian athe- 
ist and mix it with the soul of the prophet 
Jonah, who sulked for three days and nights 
in the belly of the whale, and you get the char- 
acter of that thinker who lay across the road.” 

“What did he lie on there?” 

“Well, I suppose there was something to lie 
on. You are not laughing?” 

“Bravo!” cried Ivan, still with the same 
strange eagerness. Now he was listening with 
an unexpected curiosity. “Well, is he lying 
there now?” 

“7'hat’s the point, that he isn’t. He lay there 
almost a thousand years and then he gtit up 
and went on.” 

“What an ass!” cried Ivan, laughing nerv- 
ously and still seeming to be pondering some- 
thing intently. “Does it make any diflerence 
whether he lies there for ever or walks the 
quadrillion kilometres? It would take a billion 
years to walk it?” 

“Much more than that. I haven’t got a pen- 
cil and paper or I could work it out. But he 
got there long ago, and that’s where the story 
begins.” 


“What, he got there? But how did he get the 
billion years to do it?” 

“Why, you keep thinking of our present 
earth! But our present earth may have been re- 
peated a billion times. Why, it’s become extinct, 
been frozen; cracked, broken to bits, disinte- 
grated into its elements, again ‘the water above 
the firmament,’ then again a comet, again a 
sun, again from the sun it becomes earth— and 
the same sequence may have been repcatedend- 
lessly and exactly the same to every detail, 
most unseemly and insufferably tedious ” 

“Well, well, what happened when he ar- 
rived?” 

“Why, the moment the gates of Paradise 
were open and he walked in; belore he had 
been there two set ends, by his watch (though 
to my thinking his watch must have long dis- 
solved into its elements on the way), he cried 
out that those two seconds were worth walking 
not a quadrillion kilometres but a quadrillion 
of quadrillions, raised to the quadrillionth 
power! In fact, he sang ‘hosannah’ and over- 
did it so, that some persons there of lohv ideas 
wtmldn’t shake hands with him at first— he'd 
become too rapidly reactionary, they said. The 
Russian temperament. I repeat, it's a legend. 
I give it for what it’s worth, so that's the sort of 
ideas we have on such subjects even now.” 

“I’ve caught you!” Ivan cried, with an al- 
most childish delight, as though he had suc- 
ceeded in remembering something at last. 
“That anecdote about the quadrillion years, I 
made up myseJl! I was seventeen then, 1 was at 
the high school. I made up that anecdote and 
told it to a schoolfellow called Korovkin, it 
was at Moscow. . . . The anecdote is so char- 
acteristic that I couldn’t have taken it from 
anywhere. I thought I’d forgotten it . . . but 
I’ve unccmsciously recalled it— 1 recalled it my- 
self- it was not you telling it! Thousands of 
things are unconsciously remembered like that 
even when people are being taken to execu- 
tion . . . it’s come back to me in a dream. You 
are that dream! You arc a dream, not a living 
creature!” 

“From the vehemence with which you deny 
my existence,” laughed the gciUleinan, “1 am 
convinced that you believe in me.” 

“Not in the slightest! I havenh a hundredth 
part of a grain of faith in you!” 

“But you have the thousandth of a grain. 
Homeopathic doses perhaps are the strongest. 
Confess that you have faith even to the ten- 
thousandth of a grain.” 

“Not for one minute,” cried Ivan furiously. 
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“But I should like to believe in you,” he added 
strangely. 

“Ahal There’s an admission! But I am good- 
natured. I’ll come to your assistance again. 
Listen, it was I caught you, not you me. 1 told 
you your anecdote you’d lorgotten, on pur- 
pose, so as to destroy your faith in me com- 
pletely.” 

“You are lying. The object of your visit is to 
convince me of your existence!” 

“Just so. But hesitation, suspense, conflict 
between belief and disbelief— is sometimes 
such torture to a conscientious man, such as 
you are, that it’s better to hang oneself at once. 
Knowing that you are inclined to believe in 
me, 1 administered some disbelief by telling 
you that anecdote. 1 lead you to belief and dis- 
belief by turns, and I have my motive in it. 
It's the new method. As soon as you disbelieve 
in me completely, you’ll begin assuring me to 
my face that 1 am not a dream but a reality. 
I know you. Then I shall have attained my ob- 
ject, which is an honourable one. 1 shall sow 
in you only a tiny grain of faith and it will 
grow into an oak-tr'*e— and such an oak-tree 
that, sitting on it, you will long to enter the 
ranks of ‘the hermits in the wilderness and 
the saintly women,’ for that is what you are 
secretly longing for. You’ll dine on locusts, 
you'll wander into the w ilderness to save your 
soul!” 

“'Lhen it’s for the salvation of my soul you 
are working, is it, you stoundrel?” 

“One must do a good wwk sometimes. How 
ill-humoured you are!” 

“Fool! did you ever tempt those ludy men 
who ate locusts and prayed seventeen years in 
the wilderness till they were overgrown with 
moss?” 

“My dear fellow, I've done nothing else. One 
forgets the wdiole world and all the w^orlds, and 
sticks to one such saint, because he is a very 
precious diamond. One sudi soul, you know^ 
is sometimes worth a whole constellation. VVe 
have our system of reckoning, you know. 'Fhe 
conquest is priceless! And some of them, on 
my word, are not inferior to you in culture, 
though you won’t believe it. They can contem- 
plate such depths of belief and disbelief at the 
same moment that sometimes it really seems 
that they are within a hair's-breadth of being 
‘turned upside down,’ as the actor Gorbunov 
sa)s.” 

“Well, did you get your nose pulled?” 

“My dear fellow%” observed the visitor sen- 
tentiously, “it’s better to get off with your nose 


pulled than without a nose at all. As an af- 
flicted marquis observed not long ago (he must 
have been treated by a specialist) in confession 
to his spiritual father— a Jesuit. I was present, 
it was simply charming. ‘Give me back my 
nose!’ he said, and he beat his breast. ‘My son,' 
said the priest evasively, ‘all things are accom- 
plished in accordance with the inscrutable de- 
crees of Providence, and what seems a misfor- 
tune sometimes leads to extraordinary, though 
unapparent, benefits. If stern destiny has de- 
prived you of your nose, it’s to your advantage 
that no one can ever pull you by your nose.’ 
‘Holy father, that’s no comfort,’ cried the des- 
pairing marcpiis. ‘I’d be delighted to have iny 
nose pulled every day of my life, if it w^erc only 
in its proper place.’ ‘My son,’ sighs the priest, 
‘you can’t expect every blessing at once. This 
is murmuring against Providence, w'ho even 
in this has not forgotten you, for if you repine 
as you repined just now, declaring you’d be 
glad to have your nose pulled for the rest of 
your life, your desire has already been fulfilled 
indirectly, for when you lost your nose, you 
were led by the nose.' ” 

“F(k) 1. how stupid!” cried Ivan. 

“My dear friend, I only wanted to amuse 
you. But 1 swear that’s the genuine Jesuit casu- 
istry and I swear that it all happened word for 
word as I've told you. It happened lately and 
gave me a great deal of trouble. The unhappy 
young man shot himself that veiy night when 
he got home. I was by his side till the very last 
moment. Those Jesuit confessionals are really 
my most delightful diversion at melancholy 
moments. Here’s another incident that hap- 
pened only the other day. A little blonde Nor- 
man girl of twenty— a buxom, unsophisticated 
beauty that would make your mouth w’ater— 
comes to an old priest. She bends down and 
whispers her sin into the grating. ‘Why, my 
daughter, have you fallen again already?’ cries 
the priest. ‘O Sancta Maria, w'hat do I hear! 
Not the same man this time, how long is this 
going on? .Aren’t you ashamed!’ *Ah, mon 
pere/ answers the sinner with tears of peni- 
tence, Vfl lui fait tanl de plaisir, ei a nwi si 
pen de peine!’ ^ Fancy, such an answer! I drew 
back. It w^as the cry of nature, better tlian in- 
nocence itself, if you like. I absolved her sin 
on the spot and was turning to go, but I w’as 
forced to turn back. I heard the priest at the 
grating making an appointment wuth her for 
the e^'ening— though he was an old man hard 

^ Ah. m> father. this gives hin^^ much pleasure, 
and me so little pain! 
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as flint, he fell in an instant! It was nature, the solely from a sense of duty and my social posi- 


truth of nature asserted its rights! What, you 
arc turning up your nose again? Angry again? 
I don't know how to please you ” 

“Leave me alone, you are beating on my 
brain like a haunting nightmare/* Ivan 
moaned miserably, helpless before his appari- 
tion. “I am bored with you. agonisingly and 
insufferably. I would give anything to be able 
to shake you off!’* 

“I repeat, moderate your expectations, don’t 
demand of me 'everything great and noble,’ 
and you’ll see how well we shall get on,” said 
the gentleman impressively. “You are really 
angry with me for not having appeared to you 
in a red glow, with thunder and lightning, 
with scorched wings, but have shou n myself in 
such a modest form. You are wounded, in the 
first place, in your aesthetic feelings, and, 
secondly, in your pride. How could such a vul- 
gar devil visit such a great man as you! Yes, 
there is that romantic strain in you, that was 
so derided by Byelinsky. I can’t help it. young 
man, as I got ready to come to you I did think 
as a joke of appearing in the figure of a retired 
general who had served in the Caucasus, with 
a star of the Lion and the Sun on my coat. But 
1 was positively afraid of doing it, for you’d 
have thrashed me for daring to pin the l.ion 
and the Sun on my coat, instead of, at least, 
the Polar Star or the Sirius. And you keep on 
saying I am stupid, but, mercy on us! I make 
no claim to be equal to you in intelligence. 
Mephistopheles declared to Faust that he de- 
sired evil, but did only good. Well, he can say 
what he likes, it's quite the oppc3site with me. 
I am perhaps the one man in all creation who 
loves the truth and genuinely desires good. 1 was 
there when the Word, Who died on the Cross, 
rose up into heaven bearing on His bosom the 
soul of the penitent thief. I heard the glad 
shrieks of the cherubim singing and shouting 
hosannah and the thunderous rapture of the 
seraphim which shook heaven and all creation, 
and I swear to you by all that’s sacred, I longed 
to join the choir and shout hosannah with them 
all. 7’he word had almost escaped me, had al- 
most broken from my lips . . . you knowhf 'w sus- 
ceptible and aesthetically impressionable I am. 
But common scnsc—oh, a most unhappy trait 
in my character— kept me in due bounds and 
I let the moment pass! For what would have 
happened, I reflected, what would have hap- 
pened after my hosannah? Everything on 
earth would have been extinguished at once 
and no events could have occurred. And so. 


tion,I was forced to suppress the good moment 
and to stick to my nasty task. Somebody takes 
all the credit of what's good for Himself, and 
nothing but nastiness is left for me. But 1 don't 
envy the honour of a life of idle imposture, I 
am not ambitious. Why am I, of all creatures 
in the world, doomed to be cursed by all de- 
cent people and even to be kicked, for if I put 
on mortal form I am bound to take such con- 
sequences sometimes? 1 know, of course, tliere's 
a secret in it, but they won't tell me the secret 
for anything, for then perhaps, seeing the 
meaning of it, I might bawl hosannah, and the 
indispensable minus would disappear at once, 
and good sense would reign supreme through- 
out the whole world. And that, of course, 
would mean the end of everything, even of 
magazines and newspapers, for who would take 
them in? 1 know that at the end of all things 
I shall be reconciled. I, too, shall walk my 
quadrillion and learn the secret. But till tliat 
happens I am sulking and fulfil my destiny 
though it's against the grain— that is, to ruin 
thousands for the sake of saving one. How 
many souls have had to be ruined and how 
many honourable reputations destroyed for 
the sake of that one righteous man, Job, over 
whom they made such a fool of me in old days! 
Yes, till the secret is revealed, there are two 
sorts of truths for me— one, their truth, yonder, 
which 1 know nothing about ^ far, and the 
other my own. xAnd there's no knowing which 
will turn out the better. . . . Are you asleep?'' 

“I might well be,'' Ivan groaned angrily. 
“All my stupid ideas— outgrown, thrashed out 
long ago, and flung aside like a dead carcass— 
you present to me as something new!*’ 

“'Fhere’s no pleasing you! And I thought I 
should fascinate you by my literary style. That 
hosannah in the skies really wasn't bad, was it? 
And then that ironical tone d la Heine, eh?’’ 

“No, 1 was never such a flunkey! How then 
could my soul beget a flunkey like you?" 

“My dear fellow, I know a most charming 
and attractive young Russian gentleman, a 
young thinker and a great lover of literature 
and art, the author of a promising poem en- 
titled The Grand Imfuisitor. I was only think- 
ing of him! ’’ " 

“I forbid you to speak of The Grand Inquisi- 
tor/* cried Ivan, crimson with shame. 

“And the Geological Cataclysm, Do you re- 
member? That was a poem, now!" 

“Hold your tongue, or I'll kill you!’’ 

“You'll kill me? No, excuse me, I will speak. 
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1 came to treat myself to that pleasure. Oh, I 
love the dreams of my ardent young friends, 
quivering with eagerness for life! 'There are 
new men/ you decided last spring, when you 
were meaning to come here, 'they propose to 
destroy everything and begin with cannibal- 
ism. Stupid fellows! they didn't ask iny advice! 
1 maintain that nothing need be destroyed, 
that we only need to destroy the idea of God 
in man, that's how we have to set to work. It's 
that, that we must begin with. Oh, blind race 
of men who have no understanding! As soon 
as men have all of them denied God— and I be- 
lieve that period, analogous with geological 
periods, will come to pass— the old conception 
of the universe will fall of itself without can- 
nibalism, and, what's more, the old morality, 
and everything will begin anew. Men will 
unite to take from life all it can give, but only 
for joy and happiness in the present world. 
Man will be lifted up with a spirit of divine 
Titanic pride and the man-god will appear. 
From hour to hour extending his conquest of 
nature infinitely by his will and his science, 
man will feel such lof ) joy from hour to hour 
in doing it that it will make up for all his old 
dreams of the joys of heaven. Everyone will 
know that he is mortal and will accept death 
proudly and serenely like a god. Ilis pride 
will teach him that it’s useless for him to re- 
pine at life's being a moment, and he will love 
his brother without need of reward. Lo\e will 
be sufficient only for a moment of life, but the 
very consciousness of its niomentariness will 
intensify its fire, which now is dissipated in 
dreams of eternal love beyond the grave' . . . 
and so on and so on in the same style. Charm- 
ing!” 

Ivan sat with his eyes on the floor, and his 
hands pressed to his ears, but he began trem- 
bling all over. The voice continued. 

“The question now is, my young thinker re- 
flected, is it possible that such a period will 
ever come? If it does, everything is determined 
and humanity is settled for ever. But as, owing 
to man's inveterate stupidity, this cannot come 
about for at least a thousand years, everyone 
who recognises the truth even now may legiti- 
mately order his life as he pleases, on the new 
principles. In that sense, 'all things arc lawful’ 
for him. What's more, even if this period never 
comes to pass, since there is anyway no God 
and no immortality, the new man may well be- 
come the man-god, even if he is the only one 
in the whole world, and promoted to his new 
position, he may lightheartcdly overstep all the 


barriers of the old morality of the old slave- 
man, if necessary. There is no law for God. 
Where God stands, the place is holy. Where I 
stand will be at once the foremost place . . . 
'all things are lawful’ and that’s the end of it! 
That's all very charming; but if you want to 
swindle why do you want a moral sanction 
for doing it? But that’s our modern Russian 
all over. He can't bring himself to swindle 
without a moral sanction. He is so in love with 
truth '' 

The visitor talked, obviously carried away 
by his own eloquence, speaking louder and 
louder and looking ironically at his host. But 
he did not succeed in finishing; Ivan suddenly 
snatched a glass from the table and flung it 
at the orator. 

**Ah, mais c*est bite enfin/*^ cried the latter, 
jumping up from the sofa and shaking the 
drops of tea off himself. “He remembers 
Luther’s inkstand! He takes me for a dream 
and throws glasses at a dream! It's like a wom- 
an! I suspected you were only pretending to 
stop up your cars.’’ 

A loud, persistent knocking was suddenly 
heard at the window. Ivan jumped up from 
the sofa. 

“Do you hear? You’d better open,*' cried the 
visitor; “it’syour brother Alyosha with themost 
interesting and surprising news, I'll be bound!" 

“Be silent, deceiver, I knew it was Alyosha, 
I felt he was coming, and of course he has not 
come for nothing; of course he brings 'news,' ” 
Ivan exclaimed frantically. 

“Open, open to him. There’s a snowstorm 
and he is your bi other. Monsieur sait-il le 
temps qu*il fait? C'est d ne pas mettre un chien 
dehors/* * 

The knocking continued. Ivan w^anted to 
rush to the window, but .something seemed to 
fetter his arms and legs. He strained every ef- 
fort to break his chains, but in vain. The 
knocking at the window grew louder and 
louder. At last the chains w'ere broken and 
Ivan leapt up from the sofa. He looked round 
him wildly. Both candles had almost burnt 
out, the glass he had just thrown at his visitor 
stood before him on the table, and there w’as 
no one on the sofa opposite. The knocking on 
the window frame went on persistently, but it 
w'as by no means so loud as it had seemed in 
his dream; on the contrary, it was quite sub- 
dued. 

' But after all, that’s stupid. » 

•Does the gentleman know the weather he's 
making? It’s not weather for a dog. 
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“It was not a dreami No, I swear it was not 
a dream, it all happened just now!*’ cried 
Ivan. He rushed to the window and opened 
the movable pane. 

“Alyosha, I told you not to come,“ he cried 
fiercely to his brother. “In two words, what 
do you want? In two words, do you hear?’* 

“An hour ago Smerdyakov hanged himself,” 
Alyosha answered from the yard. 

“Come round to the steps, I’ll open at once,” 
said Ivan, going to open the door to Alyosha. 

Chapter lo. “It Was He who 
Said That” 

Alyosha coming in told Ivan that a little over 
an hour ago Marya Kondratyevna had run to 
his rooms and informed him Smerdyakov had 
taken his own life. “I went in to clear away 
the samovar and he was hanging on a nail in 
the wall.” On Alyosha’s inquiring wdiether she 
had informed the police, she answered that 
she had told no one, “but I flew straight to 
you. I’ve run all the way.” She seemed per- 
fectly crazy, Alyosha reported, and was shak- 
ing like a leaf. When Alyosha ran with her to 
the cottage, he found Smerdyakov still hang- 
ing. On the table lay a note: “I destroy my life 
of my own will ancl desire, so as to throw no 
blame on anyone.” Alyosha left the note on 
the table and went straight to the police cap- 
tain and told him all about it. “And from him 
I’ve come straight to you,” said Alyosha, in 
conclusion, looking intently into Ivan’s face. 
He had not taken his eyes off him while he 
told his story, as though struck by something 
in his expression. 

“Brother,” he cried suddenly, “you must be 
terribly ill. You look and don’t seem to under- 
stand what I tell you.” 

“It’s a good thing you came,” said Ivan, as 
though brooding, and not hearing Alyosha’s 
exclamation. “I knew he had hanged himself.” 

“From whom?” 

“I don’t know. But I knew. Did I know? Yes, 
he told me. He told me so just now.” 

Ivan stood in the middle of the room, and 
still spoke in the same brooding tone, looking 
at the ground. 

“Who is hef*' asked Alyosha, involuntarily 
looking round. 

“He’s slipped away.” 

Ivan raised his head and smiled softly. 

“He was afraid of you, of a dove like you. 
You arc a ‘pure cherub.’ Dmitri calls you a 
cherub. Cherub! . . . the thunderous rapture 
of the seraphim. What arc seraphim? Perhaps 


a whole constellation. But perhaps that con- 
stellation is only a chemical molecule. There’s 
a constellation of the Lion and the Sun. Don’t 
you know it?” 

"Brother, sit down,” said Alyosha in alarm. 
“For goodness’ sake, sit down on the sofa! You 
are delirious; put your head on the pillow, 
that’s right. Would you like a wet towel on 
your head? Perhaps it will do you good.” 

“Give me the towel: it’s here on the chair. I 
just threw it down there.” 

“It’s not here. Don’t worry yourself. I know 
where it is— here,” said Alyosha, finding a 
clean tow^el, folded up and unused, by Ivan’s 
dressing-table in the other corner of the room. 
Ivan looked strangely at the towel: recollec- 
tion seemed to come back to him for an in- 
stant. 

“Stay’*— he got up from the sofa— “an hour 
ago 1 took that new towel from there and 
wetted it. 1 wrapped it round my head and 
threw it down here . . . How is it it’s dry? 
There was no other.” 

"You put that towel on your head?” asked 
Alyosha. 

"Yes, and walked up and down the room an 
hour ago . . . Why have the candles burnt 
down so? What’s the time?” 

“Nearly twelve." 

“No, no, no!” Ivan cried suddenly. “It was 
not a dream. He was heve; he was sitting here, 
on that sofa. When you knocked at the win- 
dow, I threw a ^^lass at him . . . this one. Wait 
a minute. J was asleep last time, butthisdream 
was not a dream. It has happened before. I 
have dreams now, Alyosha ... yet they are not 
dreams, but reality. I walk about, talk and see 
. . . though I am asleep. But he was sitting 
here, on that sofa there. . . . He is frightfully 
stupid, Alyosha, frightfully stupid.” Ivan 
laughed suddenly and began pacing about the 
room. 

"Who is stupid? Of whom are you talking, 
brother?” Alyosha asked anxiously again. 

“The devil! He’s taken to visiting me. He’s 
been here twice, almost three times. He taunted 
me with being angry at his being a simple 
devil and not Satan, with scorched wings, in 
thunder and lightning. But he is not Satan: 
that’s a lie. He is an impostor. He is simply a 
devil— a paltry, trivial devil. He goes to the 
baths. If you undressed him, you’d be sure to 
find he had a tail, long and sni(K>th like a Dan- 
ish dog’s, a yard long, dun colour. . . . Alyosha, 
you are cold. You’ve been in the snow. Would 
you like some tea? What? Is it cold? Shall I tell 
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her to bring some? C’esi h ne pas met Ire un 
chien dehors . . 

Alyosha ran to the washing-stand, wetted 
the towel, persuaded Ivan to sit down again, 
and put the wet towel round his head. He sat 
down beside him. 

“What were you telling me just now about 
Lise?” Ivan began again. (He was becoming 
very talkative.) “I like Lise. I said something 
nasty about her. It was a lie. I like her . . . 
I am afraid for Katya to-morrow. I am more 
afraid of her than of anything. On account of 
the future. She will cast me off to-morrow and 
trample me under foot. She thinks that I am 
ruining Mitya from jealousy on her accountt 
Yes, she thinks that! But it's not so. 'Lo-mor- 
row the cross, but not the gallows. No, I shan't 
hang myself. Do you know, I can never com- 
mit suicide. Alyosha. Is it because 1 am base? 
I am not a coward. Is it from love of life? How 
did I know tliat Smerdyakov had hanged him- 
self? Yes, it was he told me so.” 

“And you are quite convinced that there has 
been someone here?” asked Alyt)sha. 

“Yes, on that sofa oi ihe corner. You would 
have driven him away. You did drive him 
away: he disappeared when you arrived. I love 
your face, Alyosha. Did you know that 1 loved 
your face? And he is myself, Alyosha. All that's 
base in me, all that’s mean and contemptible. 
Yes. I am a romantic. He guessed it . . . though 
it's a libel. He is frightfully stupid; but it's to 
his advantage. He has dinning, animal cun- 
ning— he knew 1 k)W to infuriate me. He kept 
taunting me with believing in him, and that 
was how he made me listen to him. He fooled 
me like a boy. He told me a great deal that was 
true about myself, though. I should never 
have owned it to myself. Do you know. Alyo- 
sha,” Ivan added in an intensely earnest and 
confidential tone, “I should be awfully glad 
to think that it was he and not 1.” 

“He has worn you out,” said Alyosha, look- 
ing compassionately at his brother. 

“He's been teasing me. And you know he 
does it so cleverly, so cleverly. ‘Cionsciencel 
What is conscience? I make it up for myself. 
Why am I tormented by it? From habit. From 
the universal habit of mankind for the seven 
thousand years. So let us give it up, and we 
shall be gods.' It was he said that, it was he 
said that!*' 

“And not you, not you?” Alyosha could not 
help crying, looking frankly at his brother. 
“Never mind him, anyway; have done with 
him and forget him. And let him take with 


him all that you curse now, and never come 
backi” 

“Yes, but he is spiteful. He laughed at me. 
He was impudent, Alyosha,” Ivan said, with a 
.shudder of offence. “But he was unfair to me, 
unfair to me about lots of things. He told lies 
about me to my face. *Oh, you are going to 
perform an act of heroic virtue: to confess you 
murdered your father, that the valet murdered 
him at your instigation.' ” 

“Brother,” Alyosha interposed, “restrain 
yourself. It was not you murdered him. It's not 
true!” 

“That's what he says, he, and he knows it. 
'You are going to perform an act of heroic vir- 
tue, and you don't believe in virtue: that's 
what tortures you and makes you angry, that's 
why you are so vindictive.' He said that to me 
about me and he knows what he says.” 

“It's you say that, not he,” exclaimed Alyo- 
sha mournfully, “and you say it because you 
are ill and dcliribus, tormenting yourself.” 

“No. he knows what he says. ‘You are going 
from pride/ he says. ‘You'll stand up and say it 
was I killed him. and why do you wTithe with 
horror? You are lying! I clespisc your opinion, 
I despise your horror!' He said that about me. 
‘And do you know you are longing for their 
praise— “he is a criminal, a murderer, but what 
a generous soul; he wanted to save his brother 
and he confessed.” ' That's a lie Alyosha!” 
Ivan cried suddenly, with flashing eyes. “1 
don't want the low rabble to praise me, I swear 
I don't! That's a lie! That's why I threw the 
glass at him and it broke against his ugly face.” 

“Brother, calm yourself, stop!” Alyosha en- 
treated him. 

“Yes, he knows how to torment one. He*s 
cruel,” Ivan went on, unheeding. “I had an 
inkling from the first what he came for.'Cirant- 
ing that you go through pride, still you had a 
hope that Smerdyakov might be convicted and 
sent to Siberia, and Mitya would be acquitted, 
while you would only be punished with moral 
condemnation' (‘Do you hear?' he laughed 
then)— ‘and some people will praise you. But 
now Smerd)akov’s dead, he has hanged him- 
self, and who'll believe you alone? But yet you 
are going, you are going, you’ll go all the same, 
you’ve decided to go. W^hat are you going for 
now?’ That’s awful, Alyosha. I can’t endure 
such c{uestions. Who dare ask me such ques- 
tions?” 

“Brother,” interposed Alyosha— his heart 
sank with terror, but he still seemed to hope 
to bring Ivan to reason— “how' could he have 
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told you of Smerdyakov’s death before I came, 
when no one knew of it and there was no time 
for anyone to know of it?** 

“He told me,** said Ivan firmly, refusing to 
admit a doubt. “It was all he did talk about, 
if you come to that. 'And it would be all right 
if you believed in virtue,* he said. 'No matter 
if they disbelieve you, you are going for the 
sake of principle. But you are a little pig like 
Fyodor Pavlovitch, and what do you want with 
virtue? Why do you w'ant to go meddling if 
your sacrifice is of no use to anyone? Because 
you don’t know yourself why you go! Oh, 
you*d give a great deal to know yourself why 
you go! And can you have made up your mind? 
You've not made up your mind. You’ll sit all 
night deliberating whether to go or not. But 
you w'ill go; you know you'll go. You know 
that whichever way you deride, the decision 
does not depend on you. You’ll go because you 
won't dare not to go. Why won't you dare? 
You must guess that for yourself. That's a rid- 
dle for you!* He got up and went away. You 
came and he went. Fie called me a coward, Al- 
yosha! Le mot de renigfne is that I am a cow- 
ard. 'It is not for such eagles to soar above the 
earth.* It was he added that— he! And Smerdya- 
kov said the same. He must be killed! Katya 
despises me. I’ve seen that for a month past. 
Even Lise will begin to despise me! 'You are 
going in order to be praised.* That’s a brutal, 
lie! And you despise me too, Alyosha. Now I 
am going to hate you again! And I hate the 
monster, tool I hate the monster! I don't want 
to save the monster. Let him rot in Siberia! 
Fle's begun singing a hymn!’ Oh, to-morrow 
1*11 go, stand before them, and spit in their 
faces!** 


He jumped up in a frenzy, flung off the 
towel, and fell to pacing up and down the 
room again. Alyosha recalled what he had 
just said. “I seem to be sleeping awake. . . . 1 
walk, I speak, I see, but I am asleep.** It seemed 
to be just like that now. Alyosha did not leave 
him. The thought passed through his mind to 
run for a doctor, but he was afraid to leave 
his brother alone: there was no one to whom 
he could leave him. By degrees Ivan lost con- 
sciousness completely at last. He still went on 
talking, talking incessantly, but quite inco- 
herently, and even articulated his words with 
difficulty. Suddenly he staggered violently; but 
Alyosha was in time to support him. Ivan let 
him lead him to his bed. Alyosha undressed 
him somehow and put him to bed. He sat 
watching over him for another two hours. The 
sick man slept soundly, without stirring, 
breathing softly and evenly. Alyosha look a 
pillow and lay down on the sofa, without un- 
dressing. 

As he fell asleep he prayed for Mitya and 
Ivan. He began to understand Ivan’s illness. 
“The anguish of a proud determination. An 
earnest conscience!” God, in Whom he disbe- 
lieved, and His truth were gaining mastery 
over his heart, which still refused to submit. 
“Yes,” the thought floated thiough Alyosha's 
head as it lay on the pillow, “yes, if Smerdya- 
kov is dead, no one will believe Ivan's evi- 
dence; but he will go and gi\w it.” Alyosha 
smiled softly. “GckI will conquer! "he thought. 
“Fle will either rise up in the light of truth, or 
. . . he’ll perish in hate, revenging on himself 
and on everyone his having served the cause 
he does not believe in,” Alyosha added bitter- 
ly, and again he prayed for Ivan. 


BOOK XII 

A Judicial Error 


Chapter /. The Fatal Day 

At ten o'clock in the morning of the day fol- 
lowing the events I have described, the trial 
of Dmitri Karamazov began in our district 
court. 

I hasten to emphasise the fact that I am far 
from esteeming myself capable of reporting 
all that took place at the trial in full detail. 


or even in the actual order of events. I imagine 
that to mention everything with full explana- 
tion would fill a volume, even a very large one. 
And so I trust I may not be reproached, for 
confining myself to what struck me. I may have 
selected as of most interest what was of second- 
ary impcirtance, and may have omitted the 
mos^ prominent and essential details. But 1 
see 1 shall do better not to apologise. I will do 



A Judicial Error 5 ^^ 


my best and the reader will see for himself 
that I have done all 1 can. 

And, to begin with, before entering the 
court, 1 will mention what surprised me most 
on that day. Indeed, as it appeared later, 
everyone was surprised at it, too. We all knew 
that the affair had aroused great interest, that 
everyone was burning with impatience for the 
trial to begin, that it had been a subject of 
talk, conjecture, exclamation and surmise for 
the last two months in local society. Everyone 
knew, too, that the case had become known 
throughout Russia, but yet we had not im- 
agined that it had aroused such burning, such 
intense, interest in everyone, not only among 
ourselves, but all over Russia. This became evi- 
dent at the trial this day. 

Visitors had arrived not only from the thief 
town of our province, but from several other 
Russian towns, as well as from Moscow and 
Petersburg. Among them were lawyers, ladies, 
and even several distinguished personages. 
Every ticket of admission had been snatched 
up. A special place behind the table at which 
the three judges ..at set apart for the most 
distinguished and important of the men visi- 
tors; a row of arm-chairs had been placed 
there— something exceptional, which had nev- 
er been allosved before. A large proportion— 
not less than half of the public— were ladies. 
'Ehere was such a large number of lawyers 
from all parts that they did not know where 
to .seat them, for every ticket had long since 
been eagerly .sought for and distributed. I saw 
at the end of the room, behind the platform, a 
special partition hurriedly put up, behind 
which all these lawyers were admitted, and 
they thought themselves lucky to have stand- 
ing room there, for all chairs had been re- 
moved for the sake of spac e, and the crowd be- 
hind the partition stood throughout the case 
closely packed, shoulder to shoulder. 

Some of the ladies, especially those who came 
from a distance, made their appearance in the 
gallery very smartly dressed, but the majority 
of the ladies w^ere oblivious even cif dress. 
Their faces betrayed hysterical, intense, al- 
most morbid, curiosity. A peculiar fact— estab- 
lished afterwards by many ob.servation.s— was 
that almost all the ladies, or, at least the vast 
majority of them, were on Mitya's side and in 
favour of his being acquitted. This was per- 
haps chiefly owing to his reputation as a con- 
queror of female hearts. It was known that two 
women rivals were to appear in the case. One 
of them— Katerina Ivancwna— was an object of 


general interest* All sorts of extraordinary 
tales were told about her, amazing anecdotes 
of her passion for Mitya, in .spite of his crime. 
Her pride and “aristocratic connections” were 
particularly insisted upon (she had called up- 
on scarcely anyone in the town). People said 
she intencled to petition the Government for 
leave to accompany the criminal to Siberia 
and to be married to him somewhere in the 
mines. 7'he appearance of Gru.shenka in court 
was awaited with no less impatience. The pub- 
lic was looking forward with anxious curiosity 
to the meeting of the two rivals— the proud 
aristocratic girl and “the hetaira.” But Gru- 
shenka was a more familiar figure to the ladies 
of the district than Katerina Ivanovna. They 
had already seen “the woman w'ho had ruined 
Fyodor Pavlovitch and his unhappy son,” and 
all, almost without exception, wondered how 
father and son could be so in love with “such 
a very common, ordinary Russian girl, who 
was not even pretty.” 

In brief, there was a great deal of talk. 1 
know' for a fact that there were several serious 
family quarrels on Mitya's account in our 
town. Many ladies quarrelled violently with 
their husbands over differences of opinion 
about the dreadful case, and itwasonly natural 
that the husbands of these ladies, far from be- 
ing favourably di.spo.scd to the prisoner, should 
enter the court bitterly prejudiced against 
him. In fact, one may say pretty certainly that 
the masculine, as distinguished from the femi- 
nine, part of the audience was biased against 
the prisoner. There were numbers of severe, 
frowning, even vindictive faces. Mitya, indeed, 
had managed to offend many people during 
his stay in the towm. Some of the visitors were, 
of course, in excellent .spirits and cjuite uncon- 
cerned as to the fate of Mitya personally. But 
all were interested in the trial, and the major- 
ity of the men w'ere certainly hoping for the 
conviction of the criminal, except perhaps the 
lawyers, who were more interested in the legal 
than in the moral aspect of the case. 

Everybody was excited at die presence of 
the celebrated lawyer, Fctyukovitch. His tal- 
ent was well known, and this was not the first 
time he had defended notorious criminal cases 
in the provinces. And if he defended them, 
such cases became celebrated and long re- 
membered all over Russia. There were stories, 
too, about our prosecutor and about the Presi- 
dent of the Court. It was s^id that Ippolit 
Kirillovitch was in a tremor it meeting Fctyu- 
kovitch, and that they had been enemies from 
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the beginning of their careers in Petersburg, 
that though our sensitive prosecutor, who al- 
ways considered that he had been aggrieved by 
someone in Petersburg because his talents had 
not been properly appreciated, was keenly ex- 
cited over the Karamazov case, and was even 
dreaming of rebuilding his flagging fortunes 
by means of it. Fetyukovitch, they said, was his 
one anxiety. But these rumours were not quite 
just. Our prosecutor was not one of those men 
who lose heart in face of danger. On the con- 
trary', his self-confidence increased with the in- 
crease of danger. It must be noted that our 
prosecutor was in general too hasty and mor- 
bidly impressionable. He would put his whole 
soul into some case and work at it as though 
his whole fate and his whole fortune depend- 
ed on its result. This was the subject of some 
ridicule in the legal world, for just by this 
characteristic our prosecutor had gained a 
wider notoriety than could have been expected 
from his modest position. People laughed par- 
ticularly at his passion for psychology. In my 
opinion, they were wrong, and our prosecutor 
was, I believe, a character of greater depth 
than was generally supposed. But with his deli- 
cate health he had failed to make his mark at 
the outset of his career and had never made 
up for it later. 

As for the President of our Court, I can only 
say that he was a humane and cultured man, 
who had a practical knowledge of hisw'orkand 
progressive views. He was rather ambitious, 
but did not concern himself greatly about his 
future career. The great aim of his life was to 
be a man of advanced ideas. He w'as, too, a 
man of connections and property. He felt, as 
we learnt afterwards, rather strongly about the 
Karamazov case, but from a social, not from 
a personal standpoint. He was interested in it 
as a social phenomenon, in its classifuation 
and its character as a product of our social con- 
ditions, as typical of the national character, 
and so on, and so on. His attitude to the per- 
sonal aspect of the case, to its tragic signifi- 
cance and the persons involved in it, includ- 
ing the prisoner, was rather indifferent and 
abstract, as was pcrliaps fitting, indeed. 

The court was packed and overflowing long 
before the judges made their appearance. Our 
court is the best hall in the tcjwn— spacious, 
lofty, and good for sound. On the right of the 
judges, who were on a raised platform, a table 
and two rows of chairs had been put ready for 
the jury. On the left was the place for the 
prisoner and the counsel for the defence. In 


the middle of the court, near the judges, was 
a table with the “material proofs." On it lay 
Fyodor Pavlovitch*s white silk dressing-gown, 
stained with blood; the fatal brass pestle with 
which the supposed murder had been com- 
mitted; Mitya’s shirt, with a blood-stained 
sleeve; his coat, stained with blood in patches 
over the pocket in which he had put his hand- 
kerchief; the handkerchief itself, stiff with 
blood and by now quite yellow; the pistol 
loaded by Mitya at Perhotin’s with a view to 
suicide, and taken from him on the sly at Mok- 
roe by Trifon Borrissoviich; the envelope in 
which the three thousand roubles had been 
put ready for Grushenka, the narrow pink 
ribbon with which it had been tied, and many 
other articles I don’t remember. In the body 
of the hall, at some distance, came the seats 
for the public. But in front of the balustrade 
a few' chairs had been placed for witnesses who 
remained in the court after giving their evi- 
dence. 

At ten o’clock the three judges arrived— the 
President, one honorary justice oL the peiace, 
and one other. The prosecutor, of course, en- 
tered immediately after. The President was a 
short, stout, thick set man of fifty, with a dys- 
peptic complexion, dark hair turning grey and 
cut short, and a red ribbon, of what Order I 
don't remember. The prosecutorstruckmcand 
the others, too, as looking particularly pale, 
almost green. His face seemed have grown 
suddenly thinner, perhaps in a single night, 
for I had seen him looking as usual only two 
days before. The President began with asking 
the court whether all the jury were present. 

But I sec 1 can’t go on like this, partly be- 
cause some things I did not hear, others I did 
not notice, and others I have forgotten, but 
most of all because, as 1 have said before, 1 
have literally no time or space to mention ev- 
erything that was said and done. I only know 
that neither side objected to very many of the 
jurymen. I remember the twelve jurymen— 
four were petty ollicials of the town, two were 
merchants, and six peasants and artisans of I he 
town. 1 remember, long before the trial, ques- 
tions were continually asked with some sur- 
prise, especially by ladies: “Can such a deli- 
cate, complex and psychological case be sub- 
mitted for decision to petty officials and even 
peasants?" and “What can an official, still 
more a peasant, understand in such an affair?" 
All the four officials in the jury were, in fact, 
men of no consequence ancl of low rank. Ex- 
cept one who was rather younger, they were 
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grey-headed men, little known in society, who 
had vegetated on a pitiful salary, and who 
probably had elderly, unpresentable wives and 
crowds of children, perhaps even without shoes 
and stockings. At most, they spent their leisure 
over cards and, of course, had nc\er read a 
single book. The two merchants looked re- 
spectable, but were strangely silent and stolid. 
One of them was close-shaven, and was dressed 
in European style; the other had a small, grey 
beard, and wore a red ribbon with some sort 
of a medal upon it on his neck. 'I'hcre is no 
need to speak of the artisans and the peasants. 
I'hc artisans of Skotoprigonyevsk are almost 
peasants, and even work on the land. Two of 
them also wore European dress, and, perhaps 
for that reason, were dirtier and more unin- 
viting-looking than the others. So that one 
might well wonder, as I did as soon as I had 
looked at them, “what men like that could pos- 
sil)ly make of such a case?" Yet their faces 
made a strangely imposing, almost menacing, 
impression; they were stern and Crowning. 

At last the President opened the (ase of the 
murder of Fyodor I'uvlovitch Karamazov. I 
don’t quite remember how he described him. 
The court usher was told to bring in the pris- 
oner, and Mitya made his appearance. I'herc 
was a hush through the <ourt. One could have 
heard a fly. I don’t know how it was with oth- 
ers, but Mitya made a most unfavourable im- 
pression on me. He looked an awful dandy in 
a brand-new 1 rock-coat. I heard afterwards 
that he had ordered it in Moscow expressly for 
the occasion from his own tailor, who had his 
measure. He wore immaculate black kid gloves 
and exquisite linen. He walked in with his 
yard-long strides, looking stiffly straight in 
front of him, and sat ch)wn in his place with 
a most unperturbed air. 

At the same moment the counsel for de- 
fence, the celebrated Fctyukovitch, entered, 
and a sort of subdued hum passed through the 
court. He was a tall, spare man, with long thin 
legs, with extremely long, thin, pale fingers, 
clean-shaven face, demurely brushed, rather 
short hair, and thin lips that were at times 
curved into something between a sneer and a 
smile. He looked about forty. His face would 
have been pleasant, if it hacl not been for his 
eyes, whic'h. in themselves small and inexpres- 
sive, were set remarkably close together, with 
only the thin, long nose as a dividing line be- 
tween them. In fact, there was something strik- 
ingly birdlike about his face. He was in eve- 
ning dress and white tie. 


I remember the President’s first questions to 
Mitya, about his name, his calling, and so on. 
Mitya answered sharply, and his voice was so 
unexpectedly loud that it made the President 
start and look at the prisoner with surprise. 
Then follow'cd a list of persons who W'erc to 
take part in the procecciings— that is, of the 
witnesses and experts. It was a long list. Four 
of the witnesses were not present— Miiisov, 
who had given evidence at the preliminary in- 
quiry, but was now in Paris; Madame Hohla- 
kov and Maximov, who were absent through 
illness; and Smerdyakov, through his sudden 
death, of which an official statement from the 
police was presented. 7'he news of Smerdya- 
kov’s death produced a sudden stir and whis- 
per in the court. Many of the audience, of 
course, had not heard of the sudden suicide. 
What struck people most w'as Mitya’s sudden 
outburst. As soon as the statement of Smerdya- 
kov's death w^as made, he cried out aloud from 
his place: * 

“He was a dog and died like a dog!’* 

I remember how his counsel rushed to him, 
and how the President addressed him, threat- 
ening to take stern measures, if such an ir- 
regularity w’ere repeated. Mitya nodded and 
in a subclucd voice repeated several times ab- 
ruptly to his counsel, with no show' of regret: 

“I won’t again, I won’t. It escaped me. I 
won’t do it again.’’ 

And, of course, this brief episode did him 
no good w’ith the jury or the public. His char- 
acter w'as displayed, and it spoke for itself. It 
W'as under the influence of this incident that 
the opening statement was read. It was rather 
short, but circumstantial. It only stated the 
chief reasons why he had been arrested, w'hy 
he must be tried, and so on. Yet it made a great 
impression on me. The clerk read it loudly 
and distinctly. The whole tragedy was sudden- 
ly unfolded before us, concentrated, in bold 
relief, in a fatal and pitiless light. 1 remember 
how', immediately after it had been read, the 
President asked Mitya in a loud impressive 
voice: 

“Prisoner, do you plead guilty?” 

Mitya suddenly rose from his seat. 

“1 plead guilty to drunkenness and dissipa- 
tion,” he exclaimed, again in a startling, al- 
most frenzied, voice, “to idleness and debauch- 
ery. I meant to become an honest man for good, 
just at the moment when I w'as struck down by 
fate. But I am not guilty of the death of that 
old man, my enemy and m^father. No, no, I 
am not guilty of robbing him! 1 could not be. 
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Dmitri Karamazov is a scoundrel, but not a 
thief.” 

He sat down again, visibly trembling all 
over. The President again briefly, but impres- 
sively, admonished him to answer only what 
was asked, and not to go off into irrelevant ex- 
clamations. Then he ordered the case to pro- 
ceed. All the witnesses were led up to take the 
oath. Then 1 saw them all together. The 
brothers of the prisoner were, however, al- 
lowed to give evidence without taking the 
oath. After an exhortation from the priest and 
the President, the witnesses were led away and 
were made to sit as far as possible apart from 
one another. Then they began calling them 
up one by one. 

Chapter 2. Dangerous Witnesses 
I DO not know whether the witnesses for the 
defence and for the prosecution were sepa- 
rated into groups by the President, and wheth- 
er it was arranged to call them in a certain 
order. But no doubt it was so. I only know 
that the witnesses for the prosecution were 
called first. I repeat I don’t intend to describe 
all the questions step by step. Besides, my ac- 
count would be to some extent superfluous, 
because in the speeches for the prosecution 
and for the defence the whole course of the 
evidence was brought together and set in a 
strong and significant light, and 1 took down 
parts of those two remarkable speeches in full, 
and will quote them in due course, together 
with one extraordinary and quite unexpected 
episode, which occurred before the final 
speeches, and undoubtedly influenced the sin- 
ister and fatal outcome of the trial. 

I will only observe that from the first mo- 
ments of the trial one peculiar characteristic 
of the case was conspicuous and observed by 
all, that is, the overwhelming strength of the 
prosecution as compared with the arguments 
the defence had to rely upon. Everyone real- 
ised it from the first moment that the facts be- 
gan to group themselves round a single point, 
and the whole horrible and bloody crime was 
gradually revealed. Everyone, perhaps, felt 
from the first that the case was beyond dis- 
pute, that there was no doubt about it, that 
there could be really no discussion, and that 
the defence was only a matter of form, and 
that the prisoner was guilty, obviously and 
conclusively guilty. 1 imagine that even the 
ladies, who were so impatiently longing for 
the acquittal of the interesting prisoner, were 
at the same time, without exception, con- 


vinced of his guilt. What's more, I believe 
they would have been mortified if his guilt 
had not been so firmly established, as that 
would have lessened the effect of the closing 
scene of the criminars acquittal. That he 
would be acquitted, all the ladies, strange to 
say, were firmly persuaded up to the very last 
moment. “He is guilty, but he will be acquit- 
ted, from motives of humanity, in accordance 
with the new ideas, the new sentiments that 
liad come into fashion,” and so on, and so on. 
And that was why they had crowded into the 
court so impatiently. The men were more in- 
terested in the contest between the prosecutor 
and the famous Fctyukovitch. All were won- 
dering and asking themselves what could even 
a talent like Fetyukovitch’s make of such a 
desperate case; and so they followed his 
achievements, step by step, with concentrated 
attention. 

But Fctyukovitch remained an enigma to 
all up to the very end, up to his speech. Per- 
sons of experience suspected that he had some 
design, that he was working towards some ob- 
ject, but it was almost impossible to guess 
what it was. His confidence and self-reliance 
were unmistakable, however. Everyone noticed 
with pleasure, moreover, that he, after so short 
a stay, not more than three days, perhaps, 
among us, had so wonderfully succeeded in 
mastering the case and “had studied it to a 
nicety.” People described witljL, relish, after- 
wards, how cleverly he had “taken down” all 
the witnesses for the prosecution, and as far 
as possible perplexed them and, what’s more, 
had aspersed their reputation and so depreci- 
ated the value of their evidence. But it was 
supposed that he did this rather by way of 
sport, so to speak, for professional glory, to 
sliow nothing had been omitted of the ac- 
cepted methods, for all were convinced that 
he could do no real good by such disparage- 
ment of the witnesses, and probably was more 
aware of this than anyone, having some idea 
of his own in the background, some concealed 
weapon of defence, which he would suddenly 
reveal when the time came. But meanwhile, 
conscious of his strength, he seemed to be di- 
verting himself. 

So, for instance, when Grigory, Fyodor Pav- 
lovitch’s old servant, who had given the most 
damning piece of evidence about the open 
door, was examined, the counsel for the de- 
fence positively fastened upon him when his 
turn came to question him. It must be noted 
that Grigory entered the hall with a composed 
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and almost stately air, not the least discon- 
certed by the majesty of the court or the vast 
audience listening to him. He gave evidence 
with as much confidence as though he had 
been talking with his Marfa, only perhaps 
more respectfully. It was impossible to make 
him contradict himself. The prosecutor ques- 
tioned him first in detail about the family life 
of the Karamazovs. The family picture stood 
out in lurid colours. It was plain to car and 
eye that the witness was guileless and impar- 
tial. In spite of his profound reverence for the 
memory of his deceased master, he yet bore 
witness that he had been un just to Mitya and 
“hadn’t brought up his children as he should. 
He’d have been devoured by lice when he was 
little, if it hadn’t been for me,’* he added, de- 
scribing Mitya’s early childhood. “It wasn’t 
fair either of the father to wrc)ng his son over 
his mother’s property, which was by right his.’* 
In reply to the prosecutor’s question what 
grounds he had for asserting that Fyodor Pav- 
lovitch had wronged his son in their money 
relations, Grigory, to the surprise of everyone, 
had no proof at all ‘o bring forward, but he 
still persisted that the arrangement wdth the 
son was “unfair,” and that he ought “to have 
paid him several thousand roubles more.” I 
must note, by the way, that the prosecutor 
asked this (jucstion (whether Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch had really kept bark part of Mitya’s in- 
heritance) with marked persistence of all the 
witnesses who could be asked it, not excepting 
Alyosha and Ivan, but he obtained no exact 
information from anyone; all alleged that it 
was so, but were unable to bring forward any 
distinct proof. Grigory’s description of the 
scene at the dinner-table, when Dmitri had 
burst in and beaten his father, threatening to 
come back to kill him, made a sinister impres- 
sion on the court, especially as the old serv- 
ant’s composure in telling it, his parsimony of 
words, and peculiar phraseolog)' were as effec- 
tive as eloquence. He observed that he was not 
angry with Mitya for having knocked him 
down and struck him on the face; he had for- 
given him long ago, he said. Of the deceased 
Smerdyakov he observed, crossing himself, that 
he was a lad of ability, but stupid and afflicted, 
and, worse still, an infidel, and that it was 
Fyodor Pavlovitch and his elder son who had 
taught him to be so. But he defended Sraerdya- 
kot’s honesty almost with warmth, and related 
how Smerdyakov had once found the master’s 
money in the yard, and, instead of concealing 
it, had taken it to his master, who had reward- 


ed him with a “gold piece” for it, and trusted 
him implicitly from that time forward. He 
maintained obstinately that the door into the 
garden had been open. But he was asked so 
many questions that 1 can’t recall them all. 

At last the counsel for the defence began to 
cross-examine him, and the first question he 
asked was about the envelope in w'hich Fyodor 
Pavlovitch was supposed to have put three 
thousand roubles for “a certain person.” 
“Have you ever seen it, you, who were for so 
many years in close attendance on your mas- 
ter?” Grigory answered that he had not seen 
it and had never heard of the money from any- 
one “till everybody was talking about it.” 
This question about the envelope Fetyuko- 
vitch put to everyone who could conceivably 
have know'll of it, as persistently as the prose- 
cutor asked his question about Dmitri’s in- 
heritance. and got the same answer from all, 
that no one had seen the envelope, though 
many had heard of it. From the beginning 
everyone noticed Fetyukovitch’s persistence on 
this subject. 

“Now, with your permission I’ll ask you a 
question,” Fctyukovitch said, suddenly and 
unexpectedly. “Of what was that balsam, or, 
rather, decoction, made, which, as we learn 
from the preliminary inquiry, you used on 
that evening to rub your lumbago, in the hope 
of curing it?” 

Grigory looked blankly at the questioner, 
and after a brief silence muttered, “There was 
saffron in it.” 

“Nothing but saffron? Don’t you remember 
any other ingredient?” 

“Tlicrc w'as milfoil in it, too.” 

“And ])cppcr perhaps?” Fctyukovitch que- 
ried. 

“Yes, there w'as pepper, too.” 

“Etcetera. .\nd all dissolved in vodka?” 

“In spirit.” 

I'here was a faint sound of laughter in the 
court. 

“You sec, in spirit. After rubbing your back, 
1 believe, you drank what w'as left in the bot- 
tle with a certain pious prayer, only known to 
your wife?” 

“I did.” 

“Did you drink much? Roughly speaking, a 
wine-glass or tw’o?” 

“It might have been a tumbler-full.” 

"A tumbler-full, even. Perhaps a tumbler 
and a half?” 

Grigory did not answer. lie seemed to see 
what was meant. 
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glass and a half of neat spirit— is not at 
all bad, don’t you think? You might see the 
gates of heaven open, not only the door into 
the garden?” 

Grigory remained silent. There was another 
laugh in the court. The President made a 
movement. 

“Do you know for a fact,” Fetyukovitch per- 
sisted, “whether you were awake or not when 
you saw the open door?” 

“I was on my legs.” 

“That’s not a proof that you were awake.” 
(There was again laughter in the court.) 
“Could you have answered at that moment, if 
anyone had asked you a question— for in- 
stance, what year it is?” 

“I don’t know.” 

“And what year is it, Anno Domini, do you 
know?” 

Grigory stood with a perplexed fare, look- 
ing straight at his tormentor. Strange to say, it 
appeared he really did not know what year it 
was. 

“But perhaps you can tell me how many 
Angers you have on your hands?” 

“I am a servant,” Grigory said suddenly, in 
a loud and distinct voice. “If my betters think 
At to make game of me, it is my duty to suffer 
it.” 

Fetyukovitch was a little taken aback, and 
the President intervened, reminding him that 
he must ask more relevant questions. Fetyu- 
kovitch bowed with dignity and said that he 
had no more questions to ask of the witness. 
The public and the jury, of course, were left 
with a grain of doubt in their minds as to the 
evidence of a man who might, while undergo- 
ing a certain cure, have seen “the gates of 
heaven,” and who did not even know what 
year he was living in. But before Grigory left 
the box another episode occurred. The Presi- 
dent, turning to the prisoner, asked him 
whether he had any comment to make on the 
evidence of the last witness. 

“Except about the door, all he has said is 
true,” cried Mitya, in a loud voice. “For comb- 
ing the lice off me, I thank him; for forgiving 
my blows, 1 thank him. 'I'he old man has been 
honest all his life and as faithful to my father 
as seven hundred pf)odlcs.” 

“Prisoner, be careful in your language/’ the 
President admonished him. 

“I am not a poodle,” Grigory muttered. 

“All right, it’s I am a poodle myself,” cried 
Mitya. “If it’s an insult, 1 take it to myself and 
1 beg his pardon. 1 was a beast and cruel to 


him. I was cruel to iEsop too.” 

“What ^sop?” the I^esident asked sternly 
again. 

“Oh, Pierrot . . . my father, Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch.” 

The President again and again warned Mitya 
impressively and very sternly to be more care- 
ful in his language. 

“You are injuring yourself in the opinion of 
your judges.” 

'I'he counsel for the defence was equally 
clever in dealing with the evidence of Rakitiii. 
1 may remark that Rakitinwas oneof the lead- 
ing witnesses and one to whom the prosecutor 
attached great signiAcance. It appeared that 
he knew everything: his knowledge was amaz- 
ing, he had been everywhere, seen everything, 
talked to everybody, knew every detail of the 
biography of Fyodor Pavlovitch and all the 
Karamazovs. Of the envelope, it is true, he had 
only heard from Mitya himself. But he de- 
scribed minutely Mitya's exploits in the Me- 
tropolis, all his compromising doings and say- 
ings, and told the story of Captain Snegiryov’s 
“wisp of tow.” But even Rakitiii could say 
nothing positive about Mitya’s inheritance, 
and conAned himself to contemptuous gen- 
eralities. 

“Who could tell which of them was to blame, 
and which was in debt to the other, with their 
crazy Karamazov way of imiddli ng things so that 
no one could make head or tail^f it?” lie at- 
tributed the tragic crime to the habits that had 
become ingrained by ages of serfdom and the 
distressed condition of Russia, due to the lack 
of appropriate institutions. He was, in fact, al- 
lowed some latitude of speech. This was the 
Arst occasion on which Rakitin showed what 
he could do, and attracted notice. 'I'he prose- 
cutor knew that the witness was preparing a 
maga/ine article on the case, and afterwards 
in his speech, as we shall sec later, quoted .some 
ideas from the article, showing that he had 
seen it already. The picture drawn by the wit- 
ness was a gloomy and sinister one, and greatly 
strengthened the case for the prosecution. Al- 
together, Rakitin’s discourse fascinated the 
public by its independence and the extraordi- 
nary nobility of its ideas. I'here were even twt> 
or three outbreaks of applause when he spoke 
of serfdom and the distressed aindition of 
Russia. 

But Rakitin, in his youthful ardour, made a 
slight blunder, of which the counsel for the 
defence at once adroitly took advantage. An- 
swering certain questions about Grushenka, 
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and carried away by the loftiness of his own 
sentiments and his success, of which he was, of 
course, conscious, he went so far as to speak 
somewhat contemptuously of Agrafena Alex- 
androvna as “the kept mistress of Samsonov.” 
He would have given a good deal to take back 
his words afterwards, for Fctyukovitch caught 
him out over it at once. And it was all because 
Rakitin had not reckoned on the lawyer hav- 
ing been able to become so intimately ac- 
quainted with every detail in so short a time. 

“Allow me to ask,” began the counsel for the 
defence, with the most affable and even respect- 
ful smile, “you are, of course, the same Mr. 
Rakitin whose pamphlet, The Life of the De- 
ceased Elder, Father Zo55/ma, published by the 
diocesan authorities, full of profound and 
religious reflections and preceded by an ex- 
cellent and devout dedication to the bishop, 
1 have just read with such pleasure?” 

“I did not write it for publication ... it was 
published afterwards,” muttered Rakitin, for 
some reason fearfully disconcerted and almost 
ashamed. 

“Oh, that’s eyaV^nft a thinker like you 
can, and indeed ought to, take the widest view 
ol every social question. Your most instructive 
pamphlet has been widely circulated through 
the patronage of the bishop, and has been of 
appreciable service. . . . But this is the chief 
thing I should like to learn from you. You 
stated just now that you were very intimately 
acquainted with Madame Svyctlov.” (It must 
be noted that Grushenka's surnaine was Svyet- 
lov. 1 heard it for the first time that day, dur- 
ing the case.) 

“J cannot answer for all my acquaintances. 
... I am a young man . . . and who can be re- 
sponsible for everyone he meets?” cried Raki- 
tin, flushing all over. 

“1 understand, I quite understand,” cried 
Fctyukovitch, as though he, too, were embar- 
rassed and in haste to excuse himself. “You, 
like any other, might well be interested in an 
acquaintance with a young and beautiful wom- 
an who would readily entertain the elite of 
the youth of the neighbourhood, but ... 1 
cnily wanted to know ... It has come to my 
knowledge that Madame Svyctlov was particu- 
larly anxious a couple of months ago to make 
the acc]uaintancc of the younger Karama- 
zov, Alexey Fyodorovitch, and promised you 
twenty-five roubles, if you would bring him to 
her in his monastic dress. And that actually 
took place on the evening of the day on which 
the terrible crime, which is the subject of the 


present investigation, was committed. You 
brought Alexey Karamazov to Madame Svyct- 
lov,and did you receive the twenty-five roubles 
from Madame Svyctlov as a reward, that’s 
what I wanted to hear from you?” 

“It was a joke. ... I don't see of what in- 
terest that can be to you. ... I took it for a 
joke . . . meaning to give it back later . . .” 

“I'hen you did take But you have not 

given it back yet ... or have you?” 

“That’s of no consequence,” muttered Raki- 
tin, “I refuse to answer such questions. ... Of 
course, I shall give it back.” 

The President intervened, but Fctyukovitch 
declared he had no more questions to ask of 
the witness. Mr. Rakitin left the witness-box 
not absolutely without a stain upon his char- 
acter. The effect left by the lofty idealism of 
his speech was somewhat marred, and Fetyuko- 
vitch’s expression, as he watched him walk 
away, seemed to suggest to the public “this is 
a specimen of the lofty-minded persfins who 
accuse him.” I remember that this incident, 
too, did not j>ass off without an outbreak from 
Mitya. Enraged by the tone in which Rakitin 
had releiTcd to Grushenka, he suddenly 
shouted “Bernard!” When, after Rakitin’s 
cross-examination, the President asked the 
prisoner if he had anything to say, Mitya cried 
loudly: 

“Since I’ve been arrested, he has lx)rrowed 
money from me! He is a contemptible Ber- 
nard and opportunist, and he doesn’t believe 
in God: he took the bishop in!” 

Mitya of course, w^as pulled up again for the 
intemperance of his language, but Rakitin 
was done lor. (Captain Snegiryov’s evidence 
was a failure, too, but from quite a different 
reason. He appeared in ragged and dirty 
clothes, muddy boots, and in spite of the vigi- 
lance and expert observation of the police ofli- 
cers, he turned out to be hopelessly drunk. On 
being asked about Mitya's attack upon him, 
he refused to answ’cr. 

“C^od bless him. llusha told me not to. God 
will make it up to me yonder.” 

“Who told you not to tell? Of whom are you 
talking?” 

“llusha, my little son. ‘Father, father, how 
he insulted you!’ He said that at the stone. 
Now he is dying . . 

I’he captain suddenly began sobbing, and 
plumped down on his knees before the Presi- 
dent. He was hurriedly led away amidst the 
laughter of the public. The oftcct prepared by 
the prosecutor did not come off at all. 
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Fetyukovitch went on making the most of 
every opportunity, and amazed people more 
and more by his minute knowledge of the case. 
Thus, for example, 1 rifon Borissovitch made 
a great impression, of course, very prejudicial 
to Mitya. He calculated almost on his fingers 
that on his first visit to Mokroe, Mitya must 
have spent three thousand roubles, “or very 
little less. Just think what he squandered on 
those gypsy girls alonel And as for our lousy 
peasants, it wasn't a case of flinging half a 
rouble in the street, he made them presents of 
twenty-five roubles each, at least, he didn't 
give them less. And what a lot of money was 
simply stolen from him! And if anyone did 
steal, he did not leave a receipt. How could 
one catch the thief when he was hinging his 
money away all the time? Our peasants are 
robbers, you know; they have no tuire for their 
souls. And the way he w'ent on with the girls, 
our village girls! They're completely set up 
since then, I tell you, they used to be poor." 
He recalled, in fact, every item of expense 
and added it all up. So the theory that only 
fifteen hundred had been spent and the rest 
had been put aside in a little bag seemed in- 
conceivable. 

“I saw three thousand as clear as a penny in 
his hands, I saw it with my own eyes; I should 
think I ought to know how to reckon money,'* 
cried Trifon Borissovitch, doing his best to 
satisfy “his betters." 

When Fetyukovitch had to cross-examine 
him, he scarcely tried to refute his evidence, 
but began asking him about an incident at the 
first carousal at Mokroe, a month before the 
arrest, when Timofey and another peasant 
called Akim had picked up on the floor in tlie 
passage a hundred roubles dropped l)y Mitya 
when he was drunk, and had given them to 
Trifon Borissovitch and received a rouble each 
from him for doing so. “Well," asked the law- 
yer," did you give that hundred roubles back 
to Mr. Karamazov?" Trifon Borissf>vitch shuf- 
fled in vain. . . . He was obliged, after the 
peasants had been examined, to admit the 
finding of the hundred roubles, only adding 
that he had religiously returned it all to Dmi- 
tri Fyodorovitch “in perfect honesty, and it’s 
only because his honour was in liquor at the 
time, he wouldn't remember it." But, as he had 
denied the incident of the hundred roubles 
till the peasants had been called to prove it, 
his evidence as to returning the money to 
Mitya was naturally regarded with great sus- 
picion. So one of the most dangerous witnesses 


brought forward by the prosecution was again 
discredited. 

The same thing happened with the Poles. 
They took up an attitude of pride and inde- 
pendence; they vociferated loudly that they 
had both been in the service of the Crown, and 
that “Pan Mitya" had offered them three thou- 
sand “to buy their honour," and that they had 
seen a large sum of money in his hands. Pan 
Mussyalovitch introduced a terrible number of 
Polish words into his sentences, and seeing 
that this only increased his consequence in the 
eyes of the President and the prosecutor, grew 
more and more pompous, and ended by talk- 
ing in Polish altogether. But Fetyukovitch 
caught them, too, in his snares. I'rifon Boris- 
sovitch, recalled, was forced, in spite of his 
evasions, to admit that Pan Vrublevsky had 
substituted another pack of cards for the one 
he had provided, and that Pan Mussyalovitch 
had cheated during the game. Kalganov con- 
firmed this, and both the Poles left the witness- 
box with damaged reputations, amidst laughter 
from the public. 

Then exactly the same thing happened with 
almost all the most dangerous witnesses. Fetyu- 
kovitch succeeded in casting a slur on all of 
them, and dismissing them with a certain de- 
rision. The lawyers and experts were lost in 
admiration, and were only at a loss to under- 
stand what good purpose could be served by 
it. for all, I repeat, felt that the case for the 
prosecution could not be refuted, but was 
growing more and more tragically overwhelm- 
ing. But from the confidence of the “great 
magician’’ they saw that he was serene, and 
they waited, feeling that “such a man" had not 
come fiom Petersburg for nothing, and that 
he was not a man to return unsuccessful. 

Cha[)tr.r j. The Medical Experts and 
a Pound of Nuts 

The evidence of the medical experts, too, was 
of little use to the prisoner. And it appeared 
later that Fetyukovitch had not reckoned much 
upon it. The medical line of defence had only 
been taken up through the insistence of Kate- 
rina Ivanovna, who had sent for a celebrated 
doctor from Moscow on purpose. The case for 
the defence could, of course, lose nothing by it 
and might, with luck, gain something from it. 
There was, however, an element of comedy 
about it, through the difference of opinion 
of the doctors. The medical experts were the 
famous doctor from Moscow, our doctor, Her- 
zenstube, and the young doctor, Varvinsky. The 
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two latter appeared also as witnesses for the 
prosecution. 

The first to be called in the capacity of ex- 
pert was Doctor Herzenstube. He was a grey 
and bald old man of seventy, of middle height 
and sturdy build. He was much esteemed and 
respected by everyone in the town. He was a 
conscientious doctor and an excellent and 
pious man, a Herngutcr or Moravian brother, 
I am not quite sure which. He had been living 
amongst us for many years and behaved with 
wonderful dignity. He was a kind-hearted and 
humane man. He treated the sick poor and 
peasants for nothing, visited them in their 
slums and huts, and left money for medicine, 
but he was as obstinate as a mule. If once he 
had taken an idea into his head, there was no 
shaking it. Almost everyone in the town was 
aware, by the way, that the famous doctor had, 
within the first two or three days of his pres- 
ence among us, uttered some extremely offen- 
sive allusions to Doctor Her/enstube*s qualifi- 
cations. Though the Moscow doctor asked 
twenty-five roubles for a visit, several people 
in the town were g!?»d to take advantage of his 
arrival, and rushed to consult him regardless 
of expense. All these had, of course, been pre- 
viously patients of Doctor Herzenstube, and 
the celebrated doctor had criticised his treat- 
ment with extreme harshness. Finally, he had 
asked the patients as soon as he saw them, 
"Well, who has been cramming you with nos- 
trums? Herzenstube? He hel" Doctor Herzen- 
stube, of course, heard all this, and now all the 
three doctorsmade their appearance, one after 
another, to be examined. 

Doctor Hcr/enstubtf roundly declared that 
the abnormality of the prisoner’s mental facul- 
ties was self-evident. 'I’hen giving his grounds 
for this opinion, which 1 omit here, he added 
that the abnormality was not only evident in 
many of the prisoner's actions in the past, but 
was apparent even now at this very moment. 
When lie was asked to explain how it was ap- 
parent now at this moment, the old doctor, 
with simple-hearted directness, pointed out 
that the prisoner on entering the court had "an 
extraordinary air, remarkable in the circum- 
stances"; that he had "marched in like a sol- 
dier, looking straight before him. though it 
would have been more natural for him to look 
to the left where, among the public, the ladies 
wrre sitting, seeing that he was a great admirer 
of the fair sex and must be thinking much 
of what the ladies are saying of him now," the 
old man concluded in his peculiar language. 


1 must add that he spoke Russian readily, 
but every phrase was formed in German style, 
which did not, however, trouble him, for it had 
always been a weakness of his to believe that 
he spoke Russian perfectly, better indeed than 
Russians. And he was very fond of using 
Russian proverbs, always declaring that the 
Russian proverbs were the best and most ex- 
pressive sayings in the whole world. I may 
remark, too, that in conversation, through ab- 
sent-mindedness he often forgot the most ordi- 
nary words, which sometimes went out of his 
head, though he knew them perfectly. The 
same thing happened, though, when he spoke 
German, and at such times he always waved 
his hand before his face as though trying to 
catch the lost word, and no one could induce 
him to go on speaking till he had found the 
missing word. His remark that the prisoner 
ought to have looked at the ladies on entering 
roused a whisper of amusement in the audi- 
ence. All our ladies were very fond of our old 
doctor; they knew, too, that having been all 
his life a bachelor and a religious man of ex- 
emplary conduct, he looked upon women as 
lofty creatures. And so his unexpected obser- 
vation struck everyone as very queer. 

The Moscow doctor, being questioned in his 
turn, definitely and emphatically repeated 
that he considered the prisoner’s mental con- 
dition abnormal in the highest degree. He 
talked at length and with erudition of "aberra- 
tion" and "mania," and argued that, from all 
the facts collected, the prisoner had undoubt- 
edly been in a condition of aberration for 
several days before his arrest, and, if the crime 
had been committed by him, it must, even if 
he were conscious of it, have been almost in- 
voluntary, as he had not the power to control 
the morbid impulse that possessed him. 

But apart from temporary aberration, the 
doctor diagnosed iiiatiia, which promised, in 
his words, to lead to complete insanity in the 
future. (It must be noted that I report this in 
my own words, the doctor made use of very 
learned and professional language.) "All his 
actions are in contravention of common sense 
and logic," he continued. "Not to refer to what 
I have not seen, that is, the crime itself and 
the whole catastrophe, the day before yester- 
day, while he was talking to me, he had an un- 
accountably fixed look in his eye. He laughed 
unexpectedly when there was nothing to laugh 
at. He showed continual and inexplicable irri- 
tability, using strange word^ ‘Bern aid!’ ‘lith- 
icsl’and others equally inappropriate." But the 
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doctor detected mania, above all, in the fact that 
the prisoner could not even speak of the three 
thousand roubles, of which he considered him- 
self to have been cheated, without extraordi- 
nary irritation, though he could speak com- 
paratively lightly of other misfortunes and 
grievances. According to all accounts, he had 
even in the past, whenever the subject of the 
three thousand roubles was touched on, flown 
into a perfect frenzy, and yet he was reported 
to be a disinterested and not grasping man. 

“As to the opinion of my learned colleague.” 
the Moscow doctor added ironically in conclu- 
sion. “that the prisoner would, on entering the 
court, have naturally looked at the ladies and 
not straight before him, I will only say that, 
apart from the playfulness of this theory, it is 
radically unsound. For though I lully agree 
that the prisoner, on entering the court where 
his fate will be decided, would not naturally 
look straight before him in that fixed way, and 
that that may really be a sign of his abnormal 
mental condition, at the same time 1 maintain 
that he would naturally not look to the left 
at the ladies, but, on the contrary, to the right 
to find his legal adviser, on whose help all his 
hopes rest and on whose defence all his future 
depends.” The doctor expressed his opinion 
positively and emphatically. 

But the unexpected pronouncement of Doc- 
tor Varvinsky gave the last touch of comedy to 
the difference of opinion between the experts. 
In his opinion the prisoner was no^, and had 
been all along, in a perfectly normal condi- 
tion, and, although he certainly must \iA\h 
been in a nervous and exceedingly excited 
state before his arrest, this might have been due 
to several perfectly obvious causes, jealousy, 
anger, continual drunkenness, and so on. But 
this ners'ous condition would not involve the 
mental aberration of which mention had just 
been made. As to the question whether the 
prisoner should have looked to the left or to 
the right on entering the court, “in his modest 
opinion,” the prisoner would naturally look 
straight before him on entering the court, as he 
had in fact done, as that was where the judges, 
on whom his fate depended, were sitting. So 
that it was just by looking straight before him 
that he showed his perfectly normal state of 
mind at the present. The young doctor con- 
cluded his “modest” testimony with some heat. 

“Bravo, doctorl” cried Mitya, from his seat, 
“just sol” 

Mitya, of course, was checked, but the young 
doctor's opinion had a decisive influence on 


the judges and on the public, and, as appeared 
afterwards, everyone agreed with him. But 
Doctor Her/enstube, when called as a witness, 
was quite unexpectedly of use to Mitya. As an 
old resident in the town, who had known the 
Karamazov family for years, he furnished some 
facts of great value for the prosecution, and 
suddenly, as though recalling something, he 
added: 

“But the poor young man might have had a 
very different life, for he had a good heart both 
in childhood and after childhood, that I know. 
But the Russian proverb says, ‘If a man has 
one head, it’s good, but if another clever man 
comes to visit him, it would be better still, for 
then there will be tw^o heads and not only 
one.* ” 

“One head is good, but two are better,” the 
prosecutor put in impatiently. He knew the 
old man's habit of talking slowly and deliber- 
ately, regardless of the impression he was mak- 
ing and of the delay he was causing, and high- 
ly prizing his flat, dull and always gleefully 
complacent German wit. 7'he old man was 
fond of making jokes. 

“Oh, yes, that's what I say,” he went on stub- 
bornly. “One head is good, but two are much 
better, but he did not meet another head with 
wits, and his wits went. Where did they go? 
I've forgotten the word.” He went on, passing 
his hand before his eyes, “Oh, yes, spazieren/*^ 

“Wandering?” 

“Oh, yes, w'andering, that's wliat I say. Well, 
his wits went wandcriiigandfell iiisuch a deep 
hole that he lost himself. And yet he was a 
grateful and sensitive boy. Oh, I remember 
him very well, a little chap so high, left neg- 
lected by his father in the i)ark yard, when he 
ran about without boots on his feet, and his 
little breeches hanging by one button.” 

A note of feeling and tenderness suddenly 
came into the honest old man's voice. Fetyu- 
kovitch positively started, as though scenting 
something, and caught at it instantly. 

“Oh, yes, I was a young man then. ... I was 
. . . well, I was forty-five then, and had only 
just come here. And I was sf> sorry for the boy 
then: 1 asked myself why shouldn’t 1 buy him 
a pound of ... a pound of what? I've forgotten 
what it's called. A pound of what children arc 
very' fond of, what is it, what is it?'* The doctor 
began waving his hands again. “It grows on a 
tree and is gathered and given to everyone . . .” 

“Apples?” 

“Oh, no, no. You have a dozen of apples, not 

^ Promenading. 
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a pound. . . . No, there are a lot of them, and 
all little. You put them in the mouth and 
crack.” 

“Nuts?” 

“Quite so, nuts, I say so.” The doctor re- 
peated in the calmest way as though he had 
been at no loss for a word. “And 1 bought him 
a pound of nuts, for no one had ever bought 
the boy a pound of nuts before. And I lifted 
my finger and said to him, *Boy, Gott der 
Vater/ He laughed and said, *Gott der Vater/ 
. . . *Gott der Sohn* He laughed again and 
lisped *Gott der Sohn* *Gott der heilige Geist/ 
Then he laughed and said as best he could, 
*Gott der heilige Geist/ I went away, and two 
days alter I happened to be passing, and he 
shouted to me of himself, ‘Unde, Gott der 
Vater, Gott der Sohn* and he had only for- 
gotten *Gott der heilige Geist/ But 1 reminded 
him of it and I felt very sorry for him again. 
But he was taken away, and I did not see him 
again. Twenty- three years passed. I am sitting 
one morning in my study, a white-haired old 
man, when there walks into the room a bloom- 
ing young man, wo m [ should never have 
recognised, but he held up his finger and said, 
laughing, 'Gott der Vater, Gott der Sohn, and 
Gott der heilige Geist, 1 have just arrived and 
have come to thank you for thatpouiidof nuts, 
for no one else ever bought me a pound of nuts; 
you are the only one that ever did.’ And then 
I remembered my happy youth and the poor 
child in the yard, without boots on his feet, and 
my heart was touched and I said, ‘You are a 
grateful young man, for you have remembered 
all your life the pound of nuts I bought you 
in your childhood.* And I embraced him and 
blessed him. And I shed tears. He laughed, but 
he shed tears, too . . . for the Russian often 
laughs* when he ought tr be weeping. But he 
did weep: I saw it. And now, alas! . . .” 

“And I am weeping now, German, I am 
weeping now, too, you saintly man,” Mitya 
cried suddenly. 

In any case the anecdote made a certain fa- 
vourable impression on the public. But the 
chief sensation in Mitya’s favour was created 
by the evidence of Katerina Ivanovna, w'hich 
I will describe directly. Indeed, when the wit- 
nesses a decharge, ihsit is, called by the defence, 
began giving evidence, fortune seemed all at 
once markedly more favourable to Mitya, and 
whrtt was particularly striking, this was a sur- 
prise even to the counsel for the defence. But 
before Katerina Ivanovna was called, Alyosha 
was examined, and he recalled a fact which 


seemed to furnish positive evidence against 
one important point made by the prosecution. 

Chapter ./. Fortune Smiles on Mitya 

It came ejuite as a surprise even to Alyosha 
himself. He was not required to take the oath, 
and I remember that both sides addressed him 
very gently aridsympathetically. It was evident 
that his reputation for goodness had preceded 
him. Alyosha gave his evidence modestly and 
with restraint, but his warm sympathy for his 
unhappy brother was unmistakable. In an- 
swer to one question, he sketched his brother’s 
character as that of a man, violent-tempered 
perhaps and carried away by his passions, but 
at the same time honourable, proud and gen- 
erous, capable of self-sacrifice, if necessary. He 
admitted, however, that, through his passion 
for Grushenka and his rivalry with his father, 
his brother had been of late in an intolerable 
position. But he repelled with indignation the 
suggestion that his brother might have com- 
mitted a murder for the sake of gain, though 
he recognised that the three thousand roubles 
had become almost an obsession with Mitya; 
that he looked upon them as partof the inherit- 
ance he had been cheated of by his father, and 
that, indifferent as he was to money as a rule, 
he could not even speakof that three thousand 
without fury. As for the rivalry of the two 
“ladies,” as the prosecutor expressed it— that 
is, of Cirushenka and Katya— he answered eva- 
sively and was even unwilling to answer one 
or two questions altogether. 

“Did your brother tell you, anyway, that he 
intended to kill your father?” asked the pros- 
ecutor. “You can refuse to answer if you think 
necessary,” he added. 

“He did not tell me so directly,” answered 
Alyosha. 

“How so? Did he indirectly?” 

“He spoke to me once of his hatred for our 
father and his fear that at an extreme moment 
... at a moment of fury, he might perhaps 
murder him.” 

“And )ou believed him?” 

“1 am afraid to say that I did. But I never 
doubted that some higher feeling would al- 
ways save him at that fatal moment, as it has 
indeed siived him, for it was not he killed my 
father,” Alyosha said firmly, in a loud voice 
that was heard throughout the court. 

The prosecutor started like a war-horse at 
the sound of a trumpet. 

“Let me assure you that l4ully believe in 
the complete sincerity of your conviction and 
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do not explain it by or identify it with your 
affection for your unhappy brother. Your 
peculiar view of the whole tragic episode is 
known to us already from the preliminary in- 
vestigation. I won't attempt to conceal from 
you that it is highly individual and contradicts 
all the other evidence collected by the prosecu- 
tion. And so 1 think it essential to press you to 
tell me what facts have led you to this convic- 
tion of your brother's innocence and of the 
guilt of another person against whom you 
gave evidence at the preliminary inquiry?" 

"I only answered the questions asked me at 
the preliminary inquiry,” replied Alyosha, 
slowly and calmly. "I made no accusation 
against Smerdyakov of myself." 

"Yet you gave evidence against him?" 

"I was led to do so by my brother Dmitri's 
words. I was told what took place at his arrest 
and how he had pointed to Smerdyakov be- 
fore I was examined. I believe absolutely that 
my brother is innocent, and if he didn't com- 
mit the murder, then ” 

"Then Smerdyakov? Why Smerdyakov? And 
why are you so completely persuaded of your 
brother's innocence?” 

"1 cannot help belicvingmy brother. I know 
he wouldn't lie to me. 1 saw from his face he 
wasn't lying.” 

"Only from his face? Is that all the proof 
you have?” 

"I have no other proof.” 

"And of Smerdyakov’s guilt you have no 
proof whatever but your brother's word and 
the expression of his face?” 

"No, I have no other proof.'.' 

The prosecutor dropped the examination at 
this point. The impression left by Alyosha’s 
evidence on the public was most disappoint- 
ing. There had been talk about Smerdyakov 
before the trial; someone had heard some- 
thing, someone had pointed out something 
else, it was said that Alyosha had gathered 
together some extraordinary proofs of his 
brother's innocence and Smerdyakov's guilt, 
and after all there was nothing, no evidence 
except certain moral convictions so natural in 
a brother. 

But Fetyukovitch began his cross-examina- 
tion. On his asking Alyosha when it was that 
the prisoner had told him of his hatred for his 
father and that he might kill him, and whether 
he had heard it, for instance, at their last meet- 
ing before the catastrophe, Alyosha started as 
he answered, as though only just recollecting 
and understanding something. 


“I remember one circumstance now which 
I'd quite forgotten myself. It wasn't clear to 
me at the time, but now ” 

And, obviously only now for the first time 
struck by an idea, herecounted eagerly how. at 
his last interview with Mitya that evening un- 
der the tree, on the road to the monastery. Mi- 
tya had struck himself on the breast, "the upper 
part of the breast,” and had repeated several 
times that he had a means of regaining his 
honour, that that means was here, here on his 
breast. "I thought, when he struck himself on 
the breast, he meant that it was in his heart,” 
Alyosha continued, "that he might find in his 
heart strength to save himself from some awful 
disgrace which was awaiting him and which 
he did not dare confess even to me. 1 must con- 
fess I did think at the time that he was speak- 
ing of our father, and that the disgrace he was 
shuddering at was the thought of going to our 
father and doing some violence to him. Yet it 
was just then that he pointed to something on 
his breast, so that I remember the idea struck 
me at the time that thchcart is noton that part 
of the breast, but below, and that hcstruck him- 
self much too high, just below the neck, and 
kept pointing to that place. My idea seemed 
silly to me at the time, but he was perhaps 
pointing then to that little bag in which he 
had fifteen hundred roublesl” 

"Just so,” Mitya cried from his place. "Thai's 
right, Alyosha, it was the little bag I struck 
with my fist.” 

Fetyukovitch flew to him in hot haste en- 
treating him to keep quiet, and at the same 
instant pounced on Alyosha. Alyosha, carried 
away himself by his recollection, warmly ex- 
pressed his theory that this disgrace was prob- 
ably just that fifteen hundred roubles on him, 
which he might have returned to Katerina 
Ivanovna as half of what he owed her, but 
which he had yet determined not to repay her 
and to use for another purpose— namely, to 
enable him to elope with Grushenka, if she 
consented. 

"It is so, it must be so,” exclaimed Alyosha, 
in sudden excitement. "My brother cried 
several times that half of the disgrace, half of 
it (he said half several times) he could free 
himself from at once, but that lie was so un- 
happy in his weakness of will that he wouldn’t 
do it . . . that he knew beforehand he was in- 
capable of doing it!” 

“Andyou clearly, confidently remember that 
he struck himself just on this part of the 
breast?” Fetyukovitch asked eagerly. 



A Judicial Error ^6i 


“Clearly and confidently, for I thought at 
the time, ‘Why does he strike himself up there 
when the heart is lower down?* and the 
thought seemed stupid to me at the time . . . 
1 remember its seeming stupid ... it flashed 
through my mind. That’s what brought it 
back to me just now. How could I have for- 
gotten it till now? It was that little bag he 
meant when he said he had the means but 
wouldn’t give back that fifteen hundred. And 
when he was arrested at Mokroe he cried out— 
I know, I was told it— that he considered it the 
most disgraceful act of his life that when he 
had the means of repaying Katerina Ivanovna 
half (half, note!) what he owed her, he yet 
could not bring himself to repay the money 
and preferred to remain a thief in her eyes 
rather than part with it. And what torture, 
what torture that debt has been to hirnl’’ Alyo- 
sha exclaimed in conclusion. 

I’he prosecutor, of course, intervened. He 
asked Alyosha to describe once more how it 
had all happened, and several times insisted 
on the question, “Had the prisoner seemed 
to point to anyfhh' Perhaps he had simply 
struck himself with his fist on the breast?” 

“But it was not with his fist,” cried Alyosha; 
“he pointed with his fingers and pointed here, 
very high up. . . . How could I have so com- 
pletely forgotten it till this moment?” 

I'he President asked Mitya what he had to 
say to the last witness's evidence. Mitya con- 
firmed it, saying that he had been pointing to 
the fifteen hundred roubles which were on 
his breast, just below the neck, and that that 
was, of course, the disgrace, “A disgrace I can- 
not deny, the most shameful act of my whole 
life,” cried Mitya. “I might have repaid it and 
didn’t repay it. I preferred to remain a thief 
in her eyes rather than give it back. And the 
most shameful part ol it was that I knew be- 
forehand I shouldn’t give it back! You arc 
right, Alyosha! Thanks, Alyosha!" 

So Alyosha’s cross-examination ended. What 
was important and striking about it was that 
one fact at least had been found, and even 
though this were only one tiny bit of evidence, 
a mere hint at evidence, it did go some little 
way towards proving that the bag had existed 
and had contained filteen hundred roubles 
and that the prisoner had not been lying at 
the preliminary imjuiry when he alleged at 
Mokroe that those fifteen hundred roubles 
were “his own.” Alyosha was glad. With a 
flushed face he moved away to the scat assigned 
to him. He kept repeating to himself: “How 


was it I forgot? How could I have forgotten 
it? And what made it come back to me now?” 

Katerina Ivanovna was called to the witness- 
box. As she entered something extraordinary 
happened in the court. The ladies clutched 
their lorgnettes and opera -glasses. There was a 
stir among the men: some stood up to get a bet- 
ter view. Everybody alleged afterwards that Mi- 
tya had turned “white as a sheet” on her en- 
trance. All in black, she advanced modestly, al- 
most timidly. It was impossible to tell from her 
face that she was agitated; but there was a reso- 
lute gleam in her dark and gloomy eyes. I may 
remark that many people mentioned that she 
looked particularly handsome at that moment. 
She spoke softly but clearly, so that she was 
heard all over the court. She expressed herself 
with composure, or at least tried to appear 
composed. The President began his examina- 
tion discreetly and very respectfully, as though 
afraid to touch on “certain chords,” and show- 
ing consideratiom for her great unhappiness. 
But in answer to one of the first questions Ka- 
terina Ivanovna replied firmly that she had 
been formerly betrothed to the prisoner, “un- 
til he left me of his own accord . . .” she added 
quietly. When they asked her about the three 
thousand she had entrusted to Mitya to post to 
her relations, she said firmly, “I didn’t give 
him the money simply to send it off. I felt at 
the time that he was in great need of money. 
... I gave him the three thousand on the un- 
derstanding that he should post it within the 
month if he cared to. There was no need for 
him to worry himself about that debt after- 
wards.” 

1 will not repeat all the questions asked her 
and all her answ'crs in detail. I will only give 
the substance of her evidence. 

“I was firmly convinced that he would send 
off that sum as soon as he got money from his 
father,” she went on. “I have never doubted 
his disinterestedness and his honesty ... his 
scrupulous honesty ... in money matters. He 
felt quite certain that he would receive the 
money from his father, and spoke to me sev- 
eral times about it. 1 knew he had a feud with 
his father and have always believed that he 
liad been unfairly treated by his father. I don’t 
remember any threat uttered by him against 
his father. He certainly never uttered any such 
threat before me. If he had come to me at tliat 
time, I should have at once relieved his anx- 
iety about that unlucky three thousand rou- 
bles, but he had given up ^ming to see me 
. . . and I myself was put in such a position . . . 
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that 1 could not invite him. . . . And I had no 
right, indeed, to be exacting as to that money,** 
she added suddenly, and there was a ring of 
resolution in her voice. ‘*I was once indebted 
to him for assistance in money for more than 
three thousand, and I took it, although 1 could 
not at that time foresee that I should ever be 
in a position to repay my debt.** 

There was a note of defiance in her voice. 
It was then Fetyukovitch began his cross-ex- 
amination. 

“Did that take place not here, but at the be- 
ginning of your acquaintance?” Fetyukovitch 
suggested cautiously, feeling his way, instantly 
scenting something favourable. I must men- 
tion in parenthesis that, though Fetyukovitch 
had been brought from Petersbuig partly at 
the instance of Katerina Ivanovna herself, he 
knew nothing about the episode of the lour 
thousand roubles given her by Mitya, and of 
her “bowing to the ground to him.” She con- 
cealed this from him and said nothing about 
it, and that was strange. It may be pretty cer- 
tainly assumed that she herself did not know 
till the very last minute whether she would 
speak of that episode in the court, and waited 
for the inspiration of the moment. 

No, I can never forget those moments. She 
began telling her story. She told everything, 
the whole episode that Mitya had told Alyo- 
sha, and her bowing to the ground, and her 
reason. She told about her father and her go- 
ing to Mitya, and did not in one word, in a 
single hint, suggest that Mitya had himself, 
through her sister, proposed they should “send 
him Katerina Ivanovna*’ to fetch the money. 
She generously concealed that and was not 
ashamed to make it appear as though she had 
of her own impulse run to the young officer, 
relying on something ... to beg him for the 
money. It was something tremendous! I turned 
cold and trembled as I listened. I'he court was 
hushed, trying to catch each word. It was some- 
thing unexampled. Even from such a self- 
willed and contemptuously proud gill as she 
was, such an extremely frank avowal, such sac- 
rifice, such self-immolation, seemed incredible. 
And for what, for whom? I'o save thr* man 
who had deceived and insulted her and to 
help, in however small a degree, in saving him, 
by creating a strong impression in his favour. 
And, indeed, the figure of the young officer 
who, with a respectful bow to the innocent 
girl, handed her his last four thriusand roubles 
—all he had in the world— was thrown into a 
very sympathetic and attractive light, but . . . 


I had a painful misgiving at heart! I felt that 
calumny might come of it later (and it did, in 
fact, it did). It was repeated all over the town 
afterwards with spiteful laughter that the story 
was perhaps not quite complete— that is. in 
the statement that the officer had let the young 
lady depart “with nothing but a respectful 
bow.” It was hinted that something was here 
omitted. 

“And even if nothing had been omitted, if 
this were the whole story,” the most highly re- 
spected of our ladies maintained, “even then 
it’s very doubtful whether it was creditable for 
a young girl to behave in that way, even for 
the sake of saving her father.” 

And can Katerina Ivanovna, with her intel- 
ligence, her morbid sensitiveness, have failed 
to understand that people would talk like 
that? She must have understood it, yet she 
made up her mind to tell everything. Of 
course, all these nasty little suspicions as to the 
truth of her story only arose afterwards and at 
the first moment all were deeply impressed by 
it. As for the judges and the lawyers, they lis- 
tened in reverent, almost shamefaced silence 
to Katerina Ivanovna. The prosecutor did not 
venture upon even one question on the sub- 
ject. Fetyukovitch made a low bow to her. Oh, 
he was almost triumphant! Much ground had 
been gained. For a man to give his last four 
thousand on a genen^us impulse and then for 
the same man to murder his faiijcr lor the sake 
of robbing him of three thousand— the idea 
seemed too iiKongruous. Fetyukovitc h felt that 
now the charge of theft, at least, was as good as 
disproved. “The case” was thrown into cjuite 
a different light. There was a wave of sympa- 
thy for Mitya. As for him. ... I was told that 
once or twice, while Katerina Ivanovna was 
giving her evidence, he jumped up from his 
seat, sank back again, and hid his lace in his 
hands. Hut when she had finished, he suddenly 
cried in a sobbing voice: 

“Katya, why have you ruined me?” and his 
sobs were audible all over the court. But he 
instantly restrained himself, and cried again: 

*‘Now I am condemned!” 

7'hcn he sat rigid in his place, with his teeth 
clenched and his arms across his chest. Katerina 
Ivanovna remained in the court and eat down 
in her place. She was pale and sat with her 
eyes cast down. 'Those who were sitting near 
her declared that lor a long time she shivered 
all over as though in a fever. Grushenka was 
called. 

I am approaching the sudden catastrophe 
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which was perhaps the final cause of Mitya’s 
ruin. For I am convinced, so is everyone~all 
the lawyers said the same afterwards— that if 
the episode had not occurred, the prisoner 
would at least have been recommended to 
mercy. But of that later. A few words first 
about Grushenka. 

She, too, was dressed entirely in black, with 
her magnificent black shawl on her shoulders. 
She walked to the witness-box with her smooth, 
noiseless tread, with the slightly swaying gait 
common in women of full figure. She looked 
steadily at the President, turning her eyes nei- 
ther to the right nor to the left. To my think- 
ing she looked very handsome at that moment, 
and not at all pale, as the ladies alleged after- 
wards. 'riiey declared, too, that she had a con- 
centrated and spiteful expression. I believe 
that she was simply irritated and painfully 
conscious of the contemptuous and inquisi- 
tive eyes of our scandal-loving public. She was 
proud and could not stand contempt. She was 
one of those people who flare up, angry and 
eager to retaliate, at the mere suggestion of 
contempt. There v an element of timidity, 
too, of course, and inward shame at her own 
timidity, so it was not strange that her tone 
kept changing. At one moment it was angry, 
contemptuous and rough, and at another there 
was a sincere note of self-condemnatu)n. Some- 
times she spoke as though she were taking a 
desperate plunge; as though she felt, “I don’t 
care what happens. I’ll say it. . . Apropos of 
her acquaintance with Fyodor Pavlovitch. she 
remarked curtly, “That’s all nonsense, and 
was it my fault that he would pester me?” But 
a minute later she added, “It w^as all my fault. 
1 was laughing at them both— at the old man 
and at him, too— and I brought both of them 
to this. It was all on account of me it hap- 
pened.’’ 

Samsonov’s name came upsomehow. “That’s 
nobody’s business,” she snapped at once, with 
a sort of insolent defiance, “lie was my bene- 
factor: he took me when I hadn’t a shoe to my 
foot, when my family had turned me out.” 
The President reminded her, though very 
politely, that she must answer the questions 
directly, without going off into irrelevant de- 
tails. Grushenka crimsoned and her eyes 
flashed. 

'Fhe envelope with the notes in it she had 
not seen, but had only heard from “that 
wicked wretch” that Fyodor Pavlovitch had an 
envelope with notes for three thousand in it. 
”But that was all foolishness. 1 was only laugh- 


ing. 1 wouldn’t have gone to him for any- 
thing.” 

“ I’o whom are you referring as ‘that wicked 
wretch’?” inquired the prosecutor. 

“I'he lackey, Smerdyakov, who murdered 
his master and hanged himself last night.” 

She was, of course, at once asked what 
ground she had for such a definite accusation; 
but it appeared that she, too, had no grounds 
for it. 

“Dmitri Fyodorovitch told me so himself; 
you can believe him. The woman who came 
between us has ruined him; she is the cause 
of it all, let me tell you,” Grushenka added. 
She seemed to be quivering with hatred, and 
there was a vindictive note in her voice. 

She was again asked to whom she was refer- 
ring. 

“The young lady, Katerina Ivanovna there. 
She sent for me, offered me chocolate, tried to 
fascinate me. I'here's not much true shame a- 
bout her, I can tell you that . . .” 

At this point the President checked her 
sternly, begging her to moderate her language. 
But tlie jealous woman’s heart was burning, 
and she did not care what she did. 

“When the prisoner was arrested at Mok- 
roc,” the prosecutor asked, “everyone saw and 
heard you run out of the next room and cry- 
out: *lt’s all my fault. We’ll go to Siberia to- 
gether I ’ So you already believed him to have 
murdered his father?” 

“I don’t remember what I felt at the time,” 
answered Grushenka. "Everyone was crying 
out that he had killed his father, and I felt that 
it was my fault, that it was on my account he 
had murdered him. But when he said he 
wasn’t guilty, I believed him at once, and I be- 
lieve him now and ahvays shall believe him. 
He is not the man to tell a lie.” 

Fetyukovitch began his cross-examination. 
I remember that among other things he asked 
about Rakitin and the twenty-five roubles 
“you paid him for bringing Alexey Fyodoro- 
vitch Karamazov to see you.” 

“'Fhere was nothing strange about his tak- 
ing the money,” sneered Grushenka, with an- 
gry c<>ntempt. “He was always coming to me 
for money: he used to get thirty roubles a 
month at least out of me, chiefly lor luxuries: 
he had enough to keep him w'ithout my help.” 

“What led you to be so liberal to Mr. Raki- 
tin?” Fetyukovitch asked, in spite of an uneasy 
movement on the part of the President. 

“Why, he is my cousin. Hi^ mother was my 
mother’s sister. But he’s always besought me 
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not to tell anyone here of it, he is so dreadfully 
ashamed of me." 

This fact was a complete surprise to every- 
one; no one in the town nor in the monastery, 
not even Mitya, knew of it. I was told that 
Rakitin turned purple with shame where he 
sat. Grushenka had somehow heard before she 
came into the court that he had given evidence 
against Mitya, and so she was angry. The whole 
effect on the public, of Rakitin’s speech, of his 
noble sentiments, of his attacks upon serfdom 
and the political disorder of Russia, was this 
time finally ruined. Feiyukovitch was satisfied: 
it was another godsend. Grushenka's cross- 
examination did not last long and, of course, 
there could be nothing particularly new in her 
evidence. She left a very disagreeable impres- 
sion on the public; hundreds of contemptuous 
eyes were fixed upon her, as she finished giv- 
ing her evidence and sat down again in the 
court, at a good distance from Katerina Ivan- 
ovna. Mitya was silent throughout her evi- 
dence. He sat as though turned to stone, with 
his eyes fixed on the ground. 

Ivan was called to give evidence. 

Chapter 5. A Sudden Catastrophe 

I MAY note that he had been called before Al- 
yosha. But the usher of the court announced 
to the President that, owing to an attack of ill- 
ness or some sort of fit, the witness could not 
appear at the moment, but was ready to give' 
his evidence as soon as he recovered. But no 
one seemed to have heard it and it only came 
out later. 

His entrance was for the first moment al- 
most unnoticed. The principal witnesses, es- 
pecially the two rival ladies, had already been 
questioned. Curiosity was satisfied for the 
time; the public was feeling almost fatigued. 
Several more witnesses were still to be heard, 
who probably had little information to give 
after all that had been given. Time was pass- 
ing. Ivan walked up with extraordinary slow- 
ness, looking at no one, and with his head 
bowed, as though plunged in gloomy thought. 
He was irreproachably dressed, but his face 
made a painful impression, on me at least: 
there was an earthy look in it, a look like a 
dying man’s. His eyes were lustreless; he raised 
them and looked slowly round the court. Al- 
yosha jumped up from his seat and moaned 
"Ahl" I remember that, but it was hardly 
noticed. 

The President began by informing him that 
he was a witness not on oath, that he might 


answer or refuse to answer, but that, of course, 
he must bear witness according to his con- 
science, and so on, and so on. Ivan listened 
and looked at him blankly, but his face grad- 
ually relaxed into a smile, and as soon as the 
President, looking at him in astonishment, 
finished, he laughed outright. 

"Well, and what else?" he asked in a loud 
voice. 

I'here was a hush in the court; there was a 
feeling of something strange. The President 
showed signs of uneasiness. 

"You . . . are perhaps still unwell?" he be- 
gan, looking everywhere for the usher. 

"Don’t trouble yourself, your excellency, I 
am well enough and can tell you something 
interesting," Ivan answered with sudden calm- 
ness and respectfulness. 

"You have some special communication to 
make?" the President went on, still mistrust- 
fully. 

Ivan looked down, waited a few seconds and, 
raising his head, answered, almost stammer- 
ing: 

"No ... 1 haven't. I have nothing particu- 
lar." 

7'hey began asking him questions. He an- 
swered. as it were, reluctantly, with extreme 
brevity, with a sort of disgust which grew more 
and more marked, though he answered ration- 
ally. To many questions he answered that he 
did not know. He knew nothing of his father’s 
money relations with Dmitri. wasn’t inter- 
ested in the subject," he added. Threats to 
murder his father he had heard from the pris- 
oner. Of the money in the envelope he had 
heard from Smerdyakov. 

"The same thing over and over again," he 
interrupted suddenly, with a look of weari- 
ness. "I have nothing particular to tell the 
court." 

"I see you are unwell and understand your 
feelings," the President began. 

He turned to the prosecutor and the coun- 
sel for the defence to invite them to examine 
the witness, if necessary, when Ivan suddenly 
asked in an exhausted voice: 

"Let me go, your excellency, I feel very ill." 

And with these words, without waiting for 
permission, he turned to walk out of the coui t. 
But after talking lour steps he stood still, as 
though he had reached a decision, smiled 
slowly, and went back. 

"I am like the peasant girl, your excellency 
. . . you know. How does it go? Til stand up if 
I like, and 1 won’t if I don’t.’ They were try- 
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ing to put on her sarafan to take her to church 
to be married, and she said, *1*11 stand up if I 
like, and 1 won't if I don't.’ . . . It's in some 
book about the peasantry." 

"What do you mean by that?" the President 
asked severely. 

"Why, this," Ivan suddenly pulled out a 
roll of notes. "Here's the money . . . the notes 
that lay in that envelope” (he nodded to- 
wards the table on which lay the material evi- 
dence), "for the sake of which our father was 
murdered. Where shall I put them? Mr. Super- 
intendent, take them." 

The usher of the court took the whole roll 
and handed it to the President. 

"How could this money have come into your 
possession if it is the same money?" the Presi- 
dent asked wonderingly. 

"I got them fromSmerdyakov, from the mur- 
derer, yesterday I was with him just before 

he hanged himself. It was he, not my brother, 
killed our father. He murdered him and I in- 
cited him to do it . . . Who doesn’t desire his 
father’s death?" 

"Are you in yenr I'ght mind?" broke invol- 
untarily from the President. 

"I should think I am in my right mind . . . 
in the same nasty mind as all of you ... as all 
these . . . ugly faces." He turned suddenly to 
the audience. "My father has been murdered 
and they pretend they are horrified." he 
snarled, with furious contempt. "They keep 
up the sham with one another. Liars! They all 
desire the death of their fathers. One reptile 
devours another. ... If there hadn’t been a 
murder, they’d have been angry and gone 
home ill-humcmred. It’s a spectacle they want! 
Pnnem et circenses.^ Though I am one to talk! 
Have you any water? Give me a drink for 
Christ’s sake!" He suddenly clutched his head. 

The usher at once approached him. Alyosha 
jumped up and cried, "He is ill. Don’t believe 
him: he has brain fever." Katerina Ivanovna 
rose impulsively from her seat and, rigid with 
horror, gazed at Ivan. Mitya stood up and 
greedily looked at his brother and listened to 
him with a wild, strange smile. 

. "Don't disturb yourselves. I am not mad, I 
am only a murderer," Ivan began again. "You 
can’t expect eloquence from a murderer,” he 
added suddenly for some reason and laughed 
a queer laugh. 

1 he prosecutor bent over to the President 
in obvious dismay. 'Fhe^two other judges com- 
municated in agitated whispers. Fetyukovitch 

^ Bread and circuses. 


pricked up his ears as he listened: the hall was 
hushed in expectation. The President seemed 
suddenly to recollect himself. 

"Witness, your words are incomprehensible 
and impossible here. Calm yourself, if you can, 
and tell your story ... if you really have some- 
thing to tell. How can you confirm your state- 
ment ... if indeed you are not delirious?" 

"That’s just it. I have no proof. That cur 
Smerdyakov won’t send you prfK)fs from the 
other world ... in an envelope. You think of 
nothing but envelopes— one is enough. I’ve no 
witnesses . . . except one, perhaps," he smiled 
thoughtfully. 

"Who is your witness?" 

"He has a tail, your excellency, and that 
would be irregular! Le diable n'existe point! 
Don’t pay attention: he is a paltry, pitiful 
devil," he added suddenly. He ceased laugh- 
ing and spoke as it were, confidentially. "He is 
here somewhere, no doubt— under that table 
with the material evidence on it, perhaps. 
Where should he sit if not there? You see. 
listen to me. I told him I don't want to keep 
quiet, and he talked about the geological 
cataclysm . . . idiocy! Come, release the mon- 
ster . . . he’s been singing a hymn. That’s be- 
cause his heart is light! It’s like a drunken man 
in the street bawling how ‘Vanka went to 
Petersburg,’ and I would give a quadrillion 
quadrillions for two seconds of joy. You don’t 
know me! Oh, how stupid all this business is! 
Come, take me instead of him! I didn’t come 
for nothing. . . . Why, why is everything so 
stupid? . . ." 

.And he began slowly, and as it were reflec- 
tively, looking round him again. But the court 
was all excitement by now. .Alyosha rushed to- 
wards him, but the court usher had already 
seized Ivan by the arm. 

"What are you about?" he cried, staring in- 
to the man’s face, and suddenly seizing him by 
the shoulders, he flung him violently to the 
floor. But the police were on the spot and he 
was seized. He screamed furiously. And all the 
time he was being removed, he yelled and 
screamed something incoherent. 

The whole court was thrown into confusion. 
I don’t remember everything as it happened. 
I was excited myself and could not follow. I 
only know that after^vards, when everything 
was quiet again and everyone understood wiiat 
had happened, the court usher came in for a 
reprimand, though he very reasonably ex- 
plained that the witness hadmeen quite well, 
that the doctor had seen him an hour ago. 
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when he had a slight attack of giddiness, but 
that, until he had come into the court, he had 
talked quite consecutively, so that nothing 
could have been foreseen— that he had, in fact, 
insisted on giving evidence. But before every- 
one had completely regained their composure 
and recovered from this scene, it was followed 
by another. Katerina Ivanovna had an attack 
of hysterics. She sobbed, shrieking loudly, but 
refused to leave the court, struggled, and be- 
sought them not to remove her. Suddenly she 
cried to the President: 

“There is more evidence I must give at once 
... at once! Here is a document, a letter . . . 
take it, read it quickly, quickly! It's a letter 
from that monster . . . that man there, there!” 
she pointed to Mitya. “It was he killed his 
father, you will see that directly. He wrote to 
me how he would kill his father! But the other 
one is ill, he is ill, he is delirious!" she kept 
crying out, beside herself. 

The court usher took the document she held 
out to the President, and she. dropping into 
her chair, hiding her face in her hands, began 
convulsively and noiselessly sobbing, shaking 
all over, and stifling every sound for fear she 
should be ejected from the court. The docu- 
ment she had handed up was that letter Mitya 
had written at the Metropolis tavern, which 
Ivan had spoken of as a “mathematical proof." 
Alas! its mathematical conclusivencss w'as rect 
ognised, and had it not been for that letter, 
Mitya might have escaped his doom or, at least, 
that doom would have been less terrible. Jt 
was, I repeat, diflicult to notice every detail. 
What followed is still confused to my mind. 
The President must, I suppose, have at once 
passed on the document to the judges, the 
jury, and the lawyers on both sides. I only re- 
member how they began examining the wit- 
ness. On being gently asked by the President 
whether she had recovered sufficiently, Kate- 
rina Ivanovna exclaimed impetuously: 

“I am ready, I am ready! I am quite equal 
to answering you," she added, evidently still 
afraid that she would somehow be prevented 
from giving evidence. She was asked to ex- 
plain in detail what this letter was and under 
what circumstances she received it. 

“I received it the day before the crime was 
committed, but he wrote it the day before that, 
at the tavern— that is, two days before he com- 
mitted the crime. Look, it is written on some 
sort of bill!" she cried breathlessly. “He hau»d 
me at that time, because he had behaved con- 
temptibly and was running after that creature 


. . . and because he owed me that three thou- 
sand. . . . Oh! he was humiliated by that three 
thousand on account of his own meanness! 
This is how it happened about that three thou- 
sand. I beg you, I beseech you, to hear me. 
Three weeks before he murdered his father, 
he came to me one morning. I knew he was in 
want of money, and what he wanted it for. 
Yes, yes— to win that creature and carry her off. 
I knew then that he had been false to me and 
meant to abandon me, and it ivas 1, 1, who 
gave him that money, who offered it to him on 
the pretext of his sending it to my sister in 
Moscow. And as 1 gave it him, I looked him 
in the face and said that he could send it when 
he liked, ‘in a month's time would do.’ How, 
how could he have failed to understand that 
I was practically telling him to his face, ‘You 
want money to be false to me with your crea- 
ture, so here's the money for you. I give it to 
you myself. I'ake it, if you have so little hon- 
our as to take it!' I wanted to prove what he 
was, and what happened? He took it, he took 
it, and sejuandered it with that creature in one 
night. . . . But he knew, he knew that 1 knew 
all about it. 1 assure you he understood, too, 
that 1 gave him that money to test him. to see 
whether he was so lost to all sense of honour 
as to take it from me. I looked into his eyes 
and he looked into mine, and he understood 
it all and he took it— he carried off rnymoney!" 

“That’s true, Katya," Mitya^foared sudden- 
ly, “I looked into your eyes and I knew that 
you were dishonouring me, and yet I took your 
money. Despise me as a scoundrel, despise me, 
all of you! I've deserved it!" 

“Prisoner," cried the President, “another 
word and I will order you to be removed." 

“That money was a torment to him," Katya 
went on with impulsive haste. “He wanted to 
repay it me. He wanted to, that's true; but he 
needed money for that creature, too. So he 
murdered his father, but he didn't repay me, 
and went off with her to that village where he 
was arrested. 'I'here, again, he squandered the 
money he had stolen after the murder of his 
father. And a day before the murder he wrote 
me this letter. He was drunk when he wrote 
it. I saw it at once, at the time. He wrote it 
from spite, and feeling certain, positively cer- 
tain, that I should never show it to anyone, 
even if he did kill him, or else hcwouldn’thave 
written it. For he knew I shouldn’t want to 
revenge myself and ruin him I But read it, 
read it attentively— more attentively, please— 
and you will see that he had described it all in 
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his letter, all beforehand, how he would kill 
his father and where his money was kept. Look, 
please, don’t overlook that, there’s one phrase 
there, *1 shall kill him as soon as Ivan has gone 
away.’ So he thought it all out beforehand how 
he would kill him,” Katerina Ivanovna point- 
ed out to the court with venomous and malig- 
nant triumph. Ohl it was clear she had 
studied every line of that letter and detected 
every meaning underlining it. “If he hadn’t 
been drunk, he wouldn’t have written to me; 
but, look, everything is written there before- 
hand, just as he committed the murder after. 
A complete programme of it!” she exclaimed 
frantically. 

She was reckless now of all consequences to 
herself, though, no doubt, she had foreseen 
them even a month ago, for even then, per- 
haps, shaking with anger, she had pondered 
whether to show it at the trial or not. Now she 
had taken the fatal plunge. I remember that 
the letter was read aloud by the clerk, directly 
afterwards, I believe. It made an overwhelm- 
ing impression. 'Lhey asked Mitya whether he 
admitted having wi i 'en the letter. 

“It’s mine, mine!” cried Mitya. “I shouldn’t 
have written it if I hadn’t been drunk! . . . 
We've hated each other for many things, Ka- 
tya, but I swear, I swear I loved you even while 
I hated you, and you didn’t love me!” 

lie sank bac k on his scat, wringing his hands 
in despair. I he prosecutor and counsel for the 
defence began cro.ss- examining her, chiclly to 
ascertain what had induced her to conceal 
such a document and to give her evidence in 
(juitc a diifcTent tone and spirit just before. 

"Yes, yes. I was telling lies just now. 1 w\'is 
lying against my honour and my conscience, 
but 1 wanted to save him, for he has hated and 
despised me so!” Katya cried madly. ”Oh, he 
has despised me horribly, he has always de- 
spised me, and do you know, he has despised 
me from the very moment that I bowed down 
to him for that money. I saw that. ... I felt it 
at once at the time, but for a long time 1 
wouldn’t believe it. How often I have read it 
in his eyes, ‘You came of yourself, though.’ Oh, 
he didn’t understand, he had no idea why I 
ran to him, he can suspect nothing but ba.se- 
ness, he judged me by himself, he thought 
everyone was like himself!” Katya hissed fu- 
riously, in a perfect fren/y. “And he only want- 
ed lO marry me, because I’d inheritecl a for- 
tune, because of that, l)ecause of that! I al- 
ways suspected it was because of that! Oh, he 
is a brute! He w'as always convinced that 1 
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should be trembling with shame all my life 
before him, because I went to him then, and 
that he had a right to despise me for ever for 
it, and so to be superior to me— that’s why he 
wanted to marry me! That’s so, that’s all so! I 
tried to conquer him by my love— a love that 
knew no bounds. I even tried to forgive his 
faithlessness; but he understood nothing, 
nothing! How could he understand indeed? 
He is a monster! I only received that letter the 
next evening: it was brought me from the tav- 
ern— and only that morning, only that morn- 
ing I wanted to forgive him everything, every- 
thing— even his treachery!” 

The President and the prosecutor, of course, 
tried to calm her. I can’t help thinking that 
they felt ashamed of taking advantage of her 
hysteria and of listening to such avowals. I re- 
member hearing them say to her, “We under- 
stand how hard it is for you; be sure we are 
able to feel for you,” and so on, and so on. And 
yet they dragged the evidence out of the rav- 
ing. hysterical woman. .She described at last 
with extraordinary clearness, which is so often 
seen, though only for a moment, in such over- 
wrought states, how Ivan had been nearly driv- 
en out of his mind during the last two months 
trying to save “the monster and murderer,” 
his brother. 

“He tortured himself,” she exclaimed, “he 
was always trying to minimise his brother’s 
guilt and confessing to me that he, too, had 
never loved his father, and perhaps desired his 
death him.self.Oh, he has a tender, over-tender 
conscience! He tormented himself with his 
con.se icncc! He told me everything, every- 
thing! He came every day and talked to me as 
his only friend. I have the honour to be his 
only friend!” she cried suddenly with a sort of 
defiance, and her eyes flashed. “He had been 
twice to see Smerdyakov. One day he came to 
me and said, ‘If it was not my brother, but 
Smerdyakov committed the murder’ (for the 
legend was circulating everywhere that Smerd- 
yakov had done it), 'perhaps I too am guilty, 
for Smerdyakov knew I didn’t like my father 
and perhaps believed that 1 desired my father’s 
death.’ I'hcn I brought out that letter and 
showed it him. lie was entirely convinced that 
his brother had done it, and he was over- 
whelmed by it. He couldn’t endure the thought 
that his own brother w'as a parricide! Only a 
week ago I saw that it was making him ill. Dur- 
ing the last few days he has talked incoherent- 
ly in my presence. I saw his mind was giving 
way. He walked about, raving; he was seen 
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muttering in the streets. The doctor from Mos- 
cow, at my request, examined him the day be- 
fore yesterday and told me that he was on the 
eve of brain fever— and all on his account, on 
account of this monster 1 And last night he 
learnt that Smerdyakov was dead! It was such 
a shock that it drove him out of his mind . . . 
and all through this monster, all for the sake 
of saving the monster!'* 

Oh, of course, such an outpouring, such an 
avowal is only possible once in a lifetime— at 
the hour of death, for instance, on the way to 
the scaffold! But it was in Katya's character, 
and it was such a moment in her life. It was 
the same impetuous Katya who had thrown 
herself on the mercy of a young profligate to 
save her father; the same Katya who had just 
before, in her pride and chastity, sacrificed 
herself and her maidenly modesty before all 
these people, telling of Mitya's generous con- 
duct. in the hope of softening his fate a little. 
And now, again, she sacrificed herself; but this 
time it was for another, and perhaps only now 
—perhaps only at tliis moment— she felt and 
knew how dear that other was to her! She had 
sacrificed herself in teixor for him; conceiving 
all of a sudden that he had ruined himself by 
his confession that it was he who had com- 
mitted the murder, not his brother, she had 
sacrificed herself to save him, to save his good 
name, his reputation! 

* And yet one terrible doubt occurred to one 
—was she lying in her description of her form- 
er relations with Mitya?— that was the ques- 
tion. No, she had not intentionally slandered 
him when she cried that Mftya despised her 
for her bowing down to him! She believed it 
herself. She had been firmly convinced, per- 
haps ever since that bow, that the simple- 
hearted Mitya, who even then adored her, was 
laughing at her and despising her. She had 
loved him with an hysterical, "lacerated" love 
only from pride, from wounded pride, and 
that love was not like love, but more like re- 
venge. Oh! perhaps that lacerated love would 
have grown into real love, perhaps Katya 
longed for nothing more than that, but Mi- 
tya's faithlessness had wounded her to the bot- 
tom of her heart, and her heart could not for- 
give him. The moment of revenge had come 
upon her suddenly, and all that had been ac- 
cumulating so long and so painfully in the of- 
fended woman’s breast burst out all at once 
and unexpectedly. She betrayed Mitya, but she 
betrayed herself, too. And no sooner had she 
given full expression to her feelings than the 


tension of course was over and she was over- 
whelmed with shame. Hysterics began again: 
she fell on the floor, sobbing and screaming. 
She was carried out. At that moment Gru- 
shenka, with a wail, rushed towards Mitya be- 
fore they had time to prevent her. 

"Mitya," she wailed, "your serpent has de- 
stroyed you! There, she lias shown you what 
she is!" she shouted to the judges, shaking 
with anger. At a signal from the President they 
seized her and tried to remove her from the 
court. She wouldn’t allow it. She fought and 
struggled to get back to Mitya. Mitya uttered 
a cry and struggled to get to her. He was over- 
powered. 

Yes, 1 think the ladies who came to sec the 
spectacle must have been satisfied— the show 
had been a varied one. Then I remember the 
Moscow doctor appeared on the scene. I be- 
lieve the President had previously sent the 
court usher to arrange for medical aid tor 
Ivan. The doctor announced to the court that 
the sick man was suffering from a dangerous 
attack of brain lever, and that he must be at 
once removed. In answer to questions from the 
prosecutor and the counsel for the defence he 
said that the patient had come to him of his 
own accord the day before yesterday and that 
he had warned him that he Iiad such an attack 
coming on. but he had not consented to be 
looked after. "He was certainly not in a nor- 
mal state of mind: he told me^timsell that he 
saw visions when he was awake, that he met 
several persons in the street, who were dead, 
and that Satan visited him every evening," 
said the doctor, in conclusion. Having given 
his evidence, the celebrated doctor withclrew. 
The letter produced by Katerina Ivanovna 
was added to the material proofs. After some 
deliberation, the judges decided to proceed 
with the trial and to enter both the unexpect- 
ed pieces of evidence (given by Ivan and Ka- 
terina Ivanovna) on the protocol. 

But I will not detail the evidence of the 
other witnesses, who only repeated and con- 
firmed what had been said before, though all 
with their characteristic peculiarities. I repeat, 
all was brought together in tile prosecutor’s 
speech, which 1 shall quote immediately. 
Everyone was excited, everyone was electrified 
by the late catastrophe, and all were awaiting 
the speeches for the prosecution and the de- 
fence with intense impatience. Fetyukovitch 
was obviously shaken by Katerina Ivanovna’s 
evidence. But the prosecutor was triumphant. 
When all the evidence had been taken, the 
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court was adjourned for almost an hour. I be- 
lieve it was just eight o'clock when the Presi- 
dent returned to his seat and our prosecutor, 
Ippolit Kirillovitch, began his speech. 

Chapter 6. The Prosecutor's Speech. 

Sketches of Character 
Ippolit Kirillovitch began his speech, trem- 
bling with nervousness, with cold sweat on his 
forehead, feeling hot and cold all over by 
turns. He described this himself afterwards. 
He regarded this speech as his chef-d*(r,uvre, 
the chef-(C<ruvre of his whole life, as his swan- 
song. He died, it is true, nine months later of 
rapid consumption, so that he had the right, 
as it turned out, to compare himself to a swan 
singing his last song. He had put his whole 
heart and all the brain he had into that speech. 
And poor Ippolit Kirillovitch unexpectedly re- 
vealed that at least some feeling for the public 
welfare and "the eternal tjuestion*’ lay con- 
cealed in him. Where his speech really excelled 
was in its sincerity. He genuinely believed in 
the p^'isoncr’s guilt; he was accusing him not 
as an olTicial du(ty c iily, and in calling for 
vengeance he quivered with a genuine passion 
"for the security of society." Even the ladies 
in the audience, though they remained hostile 
to Ippolit Kirillovitch, admitted that he made 
an extraordinary impression on them. He be- 
gan in a breaking voice, but it soon gained 
strength and filled the court to the end of his 
speech. But as soon as he had finished, he al- 
most fainted. 

"Gentlemen of the jury," began the prose- 
cutor, "this case has made a stir throughout 
Russia. But what is there to wonder at, what 
is there so peculiarly horrifying in it for us? We 
are so accustomed to such crimes! That’s what's 
so horrible, that such daik deeds have ceased 
to horrify us. What ought to horrify us is that we 
arc so accustomed to it, and not this or that 
isolated crime. What arc the causes of our in- 
difference, our lukewarm attitude to such 
deeds, to such signs of the times, ominous of 
an unenviable future? Is it our cynicism, is it 
the premature exhaustion of intellect and im- 
agination in a society that is sinking into de- 
cay, in spite of its youth? Is it that our moral 
principles are shattered to their foundations, 
or is it, perhaps, a complete lack of such prin- 
ciples among us? 1 cannot answer such ques- 
tions; nevertheless they are disturbing, and 
every citizen not only must, but ought to be 
harassed by them. Our newborn and still timid 
press has done good service to the public al- 


ready, for without it we should never have 
heard of the horrors of unbridled violence and 
moral degradation which arc continually made 
known by the press, not merely to those who 
attend the new jury courts established in the 
present reign, but to everyone. And what do 
we read almost daily? Of things beside which 
the present case grows pale, and seems almost 
commonplace. But what is most important is 
that the majority of our national crimes of 
violence bear witness to a widespread evil, now 
so general among us that it is difficult to con- 
tend against it. 

"One day we see a brilliant young officer of 
high society, at the very outset of his career, 
in a cowardly underhand way, without a pang 
of conscience, murdering an official who had 
once been his benefactor, and the servant girl, 
to steal his own I O U and what ready money 
he could find on him: ‘it will come in handy 
for my pleasures in the fashionable world and 
for my career in Ithe future.' After murdering 
them, he puts pillows under the head of each 
of his victims; he goes away. Next, a young 
hero ‘decorated for bravery’ kills the mother 
of his chiel and benefactor, like a highway- 
man, and to urge his companions to join him 
he asserts that ‘she loves him like a son, and 
so will follow all his directions and take no 
precautions.' Granted that he is a monster, yet 
1 dare not say in these days that he is unique. 
Another man will not commit the murder, but 
will feel and think like him, and is as dishon- 
ourable in soul. In silence, alone with his con- 
science, he asks himself perhaps, ‘What is hon- 
our, and isn't the condemnation of bloodshed 
a prejudite?' 

"Perhaps people w'ill cry out against me 
that 1 am morbid, hysterical, that it is a mon- 
strous slander, that I am exaggerating. Let 
them say so—and heavensl I should be the first 
to rejoice if it were sol Oh, don’t believe me, 
think of me as morbid, but remember my 
words; if only a tenth, if only a twentieth part 
of what I say is true— even so it’s awful 1 Look 
how our young people commit suicide, with- 
out asking themselves Hamlet's question what 
there is beyond, without a sign of such a ques- 
tion, as though all that relates to the soul and 
to what awaits us beyond the grave had long 
been erased in their minds and buried under 
the sands. Look at our vice, at our profligates. 
Fyodor Pavlovitch, the luckless victim in the 
present case, was almost an inn^ent babe com- 
pared with many of them. And yet we all knew 
him, ‘he lived among usT . . . 
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“Yes, one day perhaps the leading intellects 
of Russia and of Europe will study the psy> 
chology of Russian crime, for the subject is 
worth it. But this study will come later, at 
leisure, when all the tragic topsy-turvydom of 
tO'day is farther behind us, so that it’s possible 
to examine it with more insight and more im- 
partiality than I can do. Now we are cither 
horrified or pretend to be horrified, though we 
really gloat over the spectacle, and love strong 
and eccentric sensations which tickle our 
cynical, pampered idleness. Or, like little chil- 
dren, we brush the dreadful ghosts away and 
hide our heads in the pillow so as to return 
to our sports and merriment as soon as they 
have vanished. But we must one day begin life 
in sober earnest, we must look at ourselves as 
a society; it’s time we tried to grasp something 
of our social position, or at least to make a be- 
ginning in that direction. 

“A great writer ^ of the last epoch, compar- 
ing Russia to a swift troika galloping to an un- 
known goal, exclaims, ‘Oh, troika, birdlike 
troika, who invented theel* and adds, in proud 
ecstasy, that all the peoples of the world stand 
aside respectfully to make way for the reckless- 
ly galloping troika to pass. That may be, they 
may stand aside, respectfully or no, but in my 
poor opinion the great writer ended his book 
in this way either in an excess of childish and 
naive optimism, or simply in fear of the ccn-. 
sorship of the day. For if the troika were 
drawn by his heroes, Sobakevitch, Nozdryov, 
Tchitchikov, it could reach no rational goal, 
whoever might be driving it. And those were 
the heroes of an older gemiration, ours are 
worse specimens still. . . .’’ 

At this point Ippolit Kirillovitch’s speech 
was interrupted by applause. The liberal sig- 
nificance of this simile was appreciated. The 
applause was, it’s true, of brief duration, so 
that the President did not think it necessary to 
caution the public, and only looked severely 
in the direction of the offenders. But Ippolit 
Kirillovitch was encouraged; he had never 
been applauded before! He had been all his 
life unable to get a hearing, and now he sud- 
denly had an opportunity of securing the ear 
of all Russia. 

“What, after all, is this Karamazov family, 
which has gained such an unenviable notori- 
ety throughout Russia?** he continued. “Per- 
haps I am exaggerating, but it seems to me that 
certain fundamental features of the educated 
class of to-day arc reflected in this family pic- 
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lure— only, of course, in miniature, ‘like the 
sun in a drop of water.* Think of that un- 
happy. vicious, unbridled old man, who has 
met with such a melancholy end, the head of a 
familyl Beginning life of noble birth, but in 
a poor dependent position, through an unex- 
pected marriage he came into a small fortune. 
A petty knave, a toady and buffoon, of fairly 
good, though undeveloped, intelligence, he 
was. above all, a moneylender, who grew bolder 
with growing prosperity. His abject and servile 
characteristics disappeared, his malicious and 
sarcastic cynicism was all that remained. On 
the spiritual side he was undeveloped, while 
his vitality was excessive. He saw nothing in 
life but sensual pleasure, and he brought his 
children up to be the same. He had no feelings 
for his duties as a father. He ridiculed those 
duties. He left his little children to the serv- 
ants, and was glad to be rid of them, forgot 
about them completely. I'he old man’s maxim 
was A pres rnoi le deluge He was an example 
of everything that is opposed to civic duty, of 
the most complete and malignant individual- 
ism. ‘The world may burn for aught I care, so 
long as I am all right,’ and he was all right; he 
was content, he was eager to go on living in 
the same way for another twenty or thirty 
years. He swindled his own son and spent his 
money, his maternal inheritance, on trying to 
get his mistress from him. No, 1 don’t intend 
to leave the prisoner’s defence altogether to 
my talented colleague from Petersburg. I will 
speak the truth myself, I can well understand 
what resentment he hadheapedup in his son’s 
heart against him. 

“But enough, enough of that unhappy old 
man; he has paid the penalty. Let us remem- 
ber, however, that he was a father, and one of 
the typical fathers of to-day. Am I unjust, in- 
deed, in saying that he is typical of many 
modern fathers? Alas! many of them only dif- 
fer in not openly professing such cynicism, for 
they are better educated, more cultured, but 
their j>hi]osophy is essentially the same as his. 
Perhaps 1 am a pessimist, but you have agreed 
to forgive me. Let us agree beforehand, you 
need not believe me, but let me speak. Let me 
say what 1 have to say. and reinember some- 
thing of my words. 

“Now for the children of this father, this 
head of a family. One of them is the prisoner 
before us, all the rest of my speech will deal 
with him. Of the other two 1 will speak only 
cursorily. 

® After me, the deluge. 
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“The elder is one of those modern young 
men of brilliant education and vigorous in- 
tellect, who has lost all faith in everything. He 
has denied and rejected much already, like 
his father. We have all heard him, he was a 
welcome guest in local society. He never con- 
cealed his opinions, quite the contrary in fact, 
which justifies me in speaking rather openly 
of him now, of course, not as an individual, 
but as a member of the Karamazov family. 
Another personage closely connected with the 
case died here by his own hand last night. I 
mean an afflicted idiot, formerly the servant, 
and possibly the illegitimate son. of Fyodor 
Pavlovitch, Smerdyakov. At the preliminary 
inquiry, he told me with hysterical tears how 
the young Ivan Karamazov had horrified him 
by his spiritual audacity. ‘Everything in the 
world is lawful according to him. and nothing 
must be forbidden in the future— that is what 
he always taught me.* I believe that idiot was 
driven out of his mind by this theory, though, 
of course, the epileptic attacks from which he 
suffered, and this terrible catastrophe, have 
helped tounhingrbiilacultics. Buthedropped 
one very interesting observation, which would 
have done credit to a more intelligent ob- 
server, and that is, indeed, why I’ve mentioned 
it: ‘If there is one of the sons that is like Fyo- 
dor Pavlovitch in character, it is Ivan Fyodoro- 
vitch.’ 

“With that remark I conclude my sketch of 
his character, feeling it indelicate to continue 
further. Oh, I don’t want to draw any further 
conclusions and croak like a raven over the 
young man’s future. We’ve seen to-day in this 
court that there arc still good impulses in his 
young heart, that family feeling has not been 
destroyed in him by lack of faith and cynicism, 
which have come to him lathcr by inheritance 
than by the exercise of independent thought. 

“I hen the third son. Oh, he is a devout and 
modest youth, who does not share his elder 
brother’s gloomy and destructive theory of life. 
He has sought to cling to the ‘ideas of the peo- 
ple,’ or to what goes by that name in some cir- 
cles of our intellectual classes. He clung to the 
monastery, and was within an ace of becom- 
ing a monk. He seems to me to have betrayed 
unconsciously, and so early, that timid despair 
which leads so many in our unhappy society, 
who dread cynicism and its corrupting influ- 
ences, and mistakenly attribute all the mi.schief 
to European enlightenment, to return to their 
‘native soil,’ as they say, to the bosom, so to 
speak, of their mother earth, like frightened 


children, yearning to fall asleep on the with- 
ered bosom of their decrepit mother, and to 
sleep there for ever, only to escape the horrors 
that terrify them. 

“For my part I wish the excellent and gifted 
young man every success; I trust that his youth- 
ful idealism and impulse towards the ide«as of 
the people may never degenerate, as often hap- 
pens, on the moral side into gloomy mysticism, 
and on the political into blind chauvinism- 
two elements which are even a greater menace 
to Russia than the premature decay, due to 
misunderstanding and gratuitous adoption of 
European ideas, from which his elder brother 
is suffering.’’ 

Two or three people clapped their hands at 
the mention of chauvinism and mysticism. 
Ippolit Kirillovitch had been, indeed, carried 
away by his own eloquence. All this had little 
to do with the case in hand, to say nothing of 
the fact of its being somewhat vague, but the 
sickly and consuinptive man was overcome by 
the desire to express himself once in his life. 
People said afterwards that he was actuated 
by unworthy motives in his criticism of Ivan, 
because the latter had on one or two occasions 
got the better of him in argument, and Ippolit 
Kirillovitch, remembering it, tried now to take 
his revenge. But I don’t know whether it was 
true. All this was only introductory, however, 
and the speech passed to more direct consid- 
eration of the case. 

“But to return to the eldest son,’’ Ippolit 
Kirillovitch went on. “He is the prisoner be- 
fore us. We have his life and his actions, too, 
before us; the fatal day has come and all has 
been brought to the surface. While his broth- 
ers seem to stand for ‘European ism’ and ‘the 
principles of the people,* he seems to repre- 
sent Russia as she is. Oh, not all Russia, not 
all! God pieserve us, if it were! Yet. here we 
have her, our mother Russia, the very scent 
and sound of her. Oh, he is spontaneous, he is 
a marvellous mingling of good and evil, he is 
a lover of culture and Schiller, yet he brawls 
in taverns and plucks out the beards of his 
boon companions. Oh, he, too, can be good 
and noble, but only when all goes wxdl with 
him. What is more, he can be carried off his 
feet, positively carried off his feet by noble 
ideals, but only if they come of themselves, if 
they fall from heaven for him, if they need not 
be paid for. He dislikes paying for anything, 
but is very fond of receiving, aiKl that’s so with 
him in everything. Oh. give him every possible 
good in life (he couldn’t be content with less). 
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and put no obstacle in his way» and he will 
show that he, too, can be noble. He is not 
greedy, no, but he must have money, a great 
deal of money, and you will see how gener- 
ously, with what scorn of filthy lucre, he will 
fling it all away in the reckless dissipation of 
one night. But if he has not money, he will 
show what he is ready to do to get it when he 
is in great need of it. But all this later, let us 
take events in their chronological order. 

“First, we have before us a poor abandoned 
child, running about the back-yard 'without 
boots on his feet,* as our worthy and esteemed 
fellow citizen, of foreign origin, alas! expressed 
it just now. I repeat it again, I yield to no one 
the defence of the criminal. I am here to ac- 
cuse him, but to defend him also. Yes, 1, too, 
am human; 1, too, can weigh the influence of 
home and childhood on the character. But the 
boy grows up and becomes an officer; for a 
duel and other reckless conduct he is exiled 
to one of the remote frontier towns of Russia. 
There he led a wild life as an officer. And, of 
course, he needed money, money before all 
things, and so after prolonged disputes he 
came to a settlement with his father, and the 
last six thousand was sent him. A letter is in 
existence in which he practically gives up his 
claim to the rest and settles his conflict with 
his father over the inheritance on the pay- 
ment of this six thousand. 

“Then came his meeting with a young girl 
of lofty character and brilliant education. Oh, 
I do not venture to repeat the details; you haye 
only just heard them. Hoftour, self-sacrifice 
were shown there, and I will be silent. The 
figure of the young officer, frivolous and prof- 
ligate, doing homage to true nobility and a 
lofty ideal, was shown in a very sympathetic 
light before us. But the other side of the medal 
was unexpectedly turned to us immediately 
after in this very court. Again I will not ven- 
ture to conjecture why it happened so, but 
there were causes. The same lady, bathed in 
tears of long-concealed indignation, alleged 
that he, he of all men, had despised her for 
her action, which, though incautious, reckless 
perhaps, was still dictated by lofty and gener- 
ous motives. He. he, the girl's betrothed, looked 
at her with that smile of mockeiy, which was 
more insufferable from him than from anyone. 
And knowing that he had already deceived her 
(he had deceived her, believing that she was 
bound to endure everything from him, even 
treachery), she intentionally offered him three 
thousand roubles, and clearly, too clearly, let 


him understand that she was offering him 
money to deceive her. ‘Well, will you take it 
or not. are you so lost to shame?* was the dumb 
question in her scrutinising eyes. He looked 
at her, saw clearly what was in her mind (he*s 
admitted here before you that he understood 
it all), appropriated that three thousand un- 
conditionally, and squandered it in two days 
with the new object of his affections. 

“What are we to believe then? The first 
legend of the young officer sacrificing his last 
farthing in a noble impulse of generosity and 
doing reverence to virtue, or this other revolt- 
ing picture? As a rule, between two extremes 
one has to find the mean, but in the present 
case this is not true. 'Fhe probability is that in 
the first case he was genuinely noble, and in 
the second as genuinely base. And why? Be- 
cause he was of the broad Karamazov char- 
acter— that's just what 1 am leading up to— 
capable of combining the most incongruous 
contradictions, and capable of the greatest 
heights and of the greatest depths. Remember 
the brilliant remark made by a young observer 
who has seen the Karamazov family at clr)$e 
quarters— Mr. Rakitin: 'The sense of their own 
degradation is as essential to those reckless, 
unbridled natures as the sense of their lofty 
generosity.* And that's true, they need con- 
tinually this unnatural mixture. Two extremes 
at the same moment, or they are miserable and 
dissatisfied and their existences incomplete. 
They are wide, wide as mother Russia; they 
include everything and put up with every- 
thing. 

“By the way, gentlemen of the jury, we've 
just touched upon that three thousand roubles, 
and I will venture to anticipate things a little. 
Can you conceive that a man like that, on 
receiving that sum and in such a way, at the 
price of such shame, such disgrace, such utter 
degradation, could have been capable that 
very day of setting apart half that sum, that 
very day, and sewing it up in a little bag, and 
would have had the firmness of character to 
carry it about with him for a whole month 
afterwards, in spile of every teaiiptation and 
his extreme need of it! Neither in drunken de- 
bauchery in taverns, nor wheiis he was Hying 
into the country, trying to get from God knows 
whom, the money so essential , to him to re- 
move the object of his affections from being 
tempted by his father, did he bring himself 
to touch that little bag! Why, if only to avoid 
abandoning his mistress to the rival of whom 
he was so jealous, he would have been certain 
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to have opened that bag and to have stayed 
at home to keep watch over her, and to await 
the moment when she would say to him at last 
‘I am yours/ and to fly with her far from their 
fatal surroundings. 

*'But no, he did not touch his talisman, and 
what is the reason he gives for it? The chief 
reason, as I have just said, was that when she 
would say ‘I am yours, take me where you will/ 
he might have the wherewithal to take her. 
But that first reason, in the prisoner’s own 
words, was of little weight beside the second. 
While I have that money on me, he said, I am 
a scoundrel, not a thief, for I can always go 
to my insulted betrothed, and, laying down 
half the sum I have fraudulently appropriated, 
I can always say to her, ‘You see, I’ve squan- 
dered half your money, and shown I am a weak 
and immoral man, and, if you like, a scoun- 
drel* (1 use the prisoner’s own expressions), 
‘but though 1 am a scoundrel, 1 am not a thief, 
for it I had been a thief, I shouldn’t have 
brought you back this half of the money, but 
should have taken it as I did the other halfl’ 
A marvellous cxnbu-^tionl This frantic, but 
weak man, who could not resist the tempta- 
tion of accepting the three thousand roubles 
at the price of such disgrace, this very man 
suddenly develops the most stoical firmness, 
and carries about a thousand roubles without 
daring to touch it. Docs that fit in at all with 
the character we have analysed? No, and I ven- 
ture to tell you how thereal Dmitri Karamazov 
wf)uld have behaved in such circumstances, if 
he really had brought himself to put away the 
money. 

“At the first temptation— for instance, to 
entertain the woman with whom he had al- 
ready squandered half the money— he would 
have unpicked his little bag and have taken 
out some hundred roubles, for why should he 
have taken back precisely half the money, that 
is, fifteen hundred roubles? Why not fourteen 
hundred? He could just as well have said then 
that he was not a thief, because he brought 
back fourteen hundred roubles. I'hen another 
time he would have unpicked it again and 
taken out another hundred, and then a third, 
and then a fourth, and before the end of the 
month he would have taken the last note but 
one, feeling that if he took back only a hun- 
dred it would answer the purpose, for a thief 
would have stolen it all. And then he would 
have looked at this last note, and have said to 
himself, ‘It’s really not worth while to give 
back one hundred; let’sspend that, tool' That’s 


how the real Dmitri Karamazov, as we know 
him, would have behaved. One cannot imagine 
anything more incongruous with the actual 
fact than this legend of the little bag. Nothing 
could be more inconceivable. But we shall re- 
turn to that later.’’ 

After touching upon what had come out in 
the proceedings concerning the financial rela- 
tions of father and son, and arguing again and 
again that it w^as utterly impossible, from the 
facts known, to determine which was in the 
wrong, Ippolit Kirillovitch passed to the evi- 
dence of the medical experts in reference to 
Mitya’s fixed idea about the three thousand 
owing him. 

Chapter 7. An Historical Survey 

“The medical experts have striven to convince 
us that the prisoner is out of his mind and, in 
fact, a maniac. 1 maintain that he is in his right 
mind, and that if he had not been, he would 
have behaved more cleverly. As for his being 
a maniac, that I would agree with, but only 
in one point, that is, his fixed idea about the 
three thousand. Yet I think one might find a 
much simpler cause than his tendency to in- 
sanity. For my part I agree thoroughly with 
the young doctor who maintained that the 
prisoner’s mental faculties have always been 
normal, and that he has only been irritable 
and exasperated. The object of the prisoner’s 
continual and violent anger was not the sum 
itself; there was a special motive at the bottom 
of it. That motive is jcalousyl’’ 

Here Ippolit Kirillovitch described at length 
the prisoner’s fatal passion for Grushenka. He 
began from the moment when the prisoner 
went to the “young person’s’’ lodgings “to 
beat her’’— “I use his own expression. ’’ the pros- 
ecutor explained— “but instead of beating her, 
he remained there, at her feet. That was the 
beginning of the passion. At the same time 
the prisoner’s father was captivated by the 
same young person— a strange and fatal coin- 
cidence, for they both lost their hearts to her 
simultaneously, though both had known her 
before. And she inspired in both of them the 
most violent, characteristically Karamazov pas- 
sion. We have her own confession: ‘1 was 
laughing at both of them.’ Yes, the sudden de- 
sire to make a jest of them came over her, and 
she conquered both of them at once. The old 
man, who worshipped money, at once set aside 
three thousand roubles as a reward for one 
visit from her, but soon after^hat, he would 
have been happy to lay his property and his 
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name at her feet, if only she would become 
his lawful wife. We have good evidence of this. 
As for the prisoner, the tragedy of his fate is 
evident; it is before us. But such was the young 
person’s ‘game.’ The enchantress gave the un- 
happy young man no hope until the last mo- 
ment, when he knelt before her, stretching out 
hands that were already stained with the blood 
of his father and rival. It was in that position 
that he was arrested. ‘Send me to Siberia with 
him, I have brought him to this, I am most to 
blame,’ the woman herself cried, in genuine 
remorse at the moment of his arrest. 

“The talented youngman, to whom I have re- 
ferred already, Mr. Rakitin, characterised this 
heroine in brief and impressive terms: ‘She 
was disillusioned early in life, deceived and 
ruined by a betrothed, who seduced and aban- 
doned her. She was left in poverty, cursed by 
her respectable family, and taken under the 
protection of a wealthy old man, whom she 
still, however, considers as her benefactor. 
There was perhaps much that was g(KKl in her 
young heart, but it was embittered too early. 
She became prudent and saved money. She 
grew sarcastic and resentful against society.’ 
After this sketch of her character it may well 
be understood that she might laugh at both 
of them simply from mischief, from malice. 

“After a month of hopeless love and moral 
degradation, during which he betrayed his 
betrothed and appropriated money entrusted 
to his honour, the prisoner was driven almost 
to frenzy, almost to madness by continual jg^l- 
ousy— and of whom? His father I And the worst 
of it was that the crazy old man was alluring 
and enticing the object of his affection by 
means of that very three thousand roubles, 
which the son looked upon as his own prop- 
erty, part of his inheritance from his mother, 
of which his father was cheating him. Yes, I 
admit it was hard to bear! It might wxll drive 
a man to madness. It was not the money, but 
the fact that this money was used with such 
revolting cynicism to ruin his happiness!” 

Then the prosecutor went on to describe 
how the idea of murdering his father had en- 
tered the prisoner’s head, and illustrated his 
theory with facts. 

“At first he only talked about it in taverns 
—he was talking about it all that month. Ah, 
he likes being always surrounded with com- 
pany, and he likes to tell his companions every- 
thing, even his most diabolical and dangerous 
ideas; he likes to share every thought with 
otliers.and expects, for some reason, that those 


he confides in will meet him with perfect sym- 
pathy, enter into all his troubles and anxieties, 
take his part and not oppose him in anything. 
If not, he flics into a rage and smashes up 
everything in the tavern. [Then followed the 
anecdote about Captain Siiegiryov.] Those 
who heard the prisoner began to think at last 
that he might mean more than threats, and 
that such a frenzy might turn threats into 
actions.” 

Here the prosecutor described the meeting 
of the family at the monastery, the conversa- 
tions with Alyosha, and the horrible scene of 
violence when the prisoner had rushed into 
his father's house just after dinner. 

“1 cannot positively assert,” the prosecutor 
continued, “that the prisoner fully intended 
to murder his father before that incident. Yet 
the idea had several times presented itself to 
him, and he had deliberated on it— for that we 
have facts, witnesses, and his own words. I 
confess, gentlemen of the jury,” he added, 
“that till to-day I have been uncertain whether 
to attribuic to the prisoner conscious premedi- 
tation. I was finnly convinced tliat he had pic- 
tured the fatal moment beforehand, but had 
only pictured it, contemplating it as a possi- 
bility. He had not definitely considered when 
and how he might commit the crime. 

“But I was only uncertain till to-day, till 
that fatal document was presented to the court 
just now. You yourselves hqg^-d that young 
lady's exclamation, ‘It is the plan, the pro- 
gramme of the murder!’ That is how she de- 
fined that miserable.*, drunken letter of tlie un- 
happy prisoner. And, in fact, from that letter 
we see that the whole fact of the murder was 
premeditated. It was written two days before, 
and so we know now for a fact that, forty- 
eight hours before the perpetration of his ter- 
rible design, the prisoner swore that, if he 
could not get money next day, he would mur- 
der his father in order to take the envelope with 
the notes from under his pillow, as soon as 
Ivan had left. ‘As soon as Ivan had gone away' 
—you hear that; so he had thought everything 
out, weighing every circumstance, and he car- 
ried it all out just as he had written it. The 
proof of premeditation is conclusive; thecrime 
must have been committed for the sake of the 
money, that is stated clearly, that is written 
and signed. The prisoner does not deny his 
signature. 

“I shall be told he was drunk when he wrote 
it. But that does not diminish the value of the 
letter, quite the contrary; he wrote when drunk 
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what he had planned when sober. Had he not 
planned it when sober, he would not have 
written it when drunk. I shall be asked: Then 
why did he talk about it in taverns? A man who 
premeditates such a crime is silent and keeps 
it to himself. Yes. but he talked about it be- 
fore he had formed a plan, when he had only 
the desire, only theiinpulscto it. Afterwards he 
talked less about it. On the evening he wrote 
that letter at the Metropolis tavern, contrary 
to his custom he was silent, though he had 
been drinking. He did not play billiards, he 
sat in a corner, talked to no one. He did in- 
deed turn a shopman out of his seat, but that 
was done almost unconsciously, because he 
(ould never enter a tavern without making a 
disturbance. It is true that after he had taken 
the final decision, he must have fell appre- 
hensive that he had talked too much about his 
design beforehand, and that this might lead 
to his arrest and prosecution afterwards. But 
there was nothing for it; he could not take his 
words back, but his luck had served him be- 
fore, it would serve him again. He believed in 
his star, you know’ i vMst coiifess, too, that he 
did a great deal to avoid the fatal catastrophe. 
'To-morrow I shall try and borrow the money 
from everyone,’ as he writes in his peculiar 
language, ‘and if they won’tgivc it to me, there 
will be bloodshed.’ ” 

Here Ippolit Kirillovitch passed to a de- 
tailed description of all Mitya’s efforts to bor- 
row the money. He described his visit to Sam- 
sonov, his journey to Lyagavy. "Harassed, 
jeered at, hungry, after selling his watch to 
pay for the journey (though he tells us he had 
fifteen hundred roubles on him— a likely story), 
tortured by jealousy at having left the object 
of his affections in the town, suspecting that 
she would go to Fyodor Pavlovitch in his ab- 
sense, he returned at last to the town, to find, 
to his joy, that she had not been near his fa- 
ther. He accompanied her himself to her pro- 
tector. (Sttange to say, he doesn’t seem to 
have been jealous of Samsonov, which is psy- 
chologically interesting.) Then he hastens back 
to his ambush in the back gardens, and there 
learns that Smerdyakov is in a fit, that the 
other servant is ill— the coast is clear and he 
knows the 'signals’— what a temptation! Still 
he resists it; he goes off to a lady who has for 
some time been residing in the town, and who 
is highly esteemed among us, Madame Hohla- 
kov. That lady, who had long watched his 
career with compassion, gave him the most ju- 
dicious advice, to give up his dissipated life, 
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his unseemly love-affair, the waste of his youth 
and vigour in pot-house debauchery, and to 
set off to Siberia to the gold mines: ‘that w’ould 
be an outlet for your turbulent energies, your 
romantic character, your thirst lor adven- 
ture.' ” 

After describing the result of this conversa- 
tion and the moment when the prisoner learnt 
that Grushenka had not remained at Samso- 
nov's, the sudden frenzy of the luckless man 
worn out with jealousy and nervous exhaus- 
tion, at the thought that she had deceived him 
and was now with his father, Ippolit Kirillo- 
vitch concluded by dwelling upon the fatal in- 
fluence of chance. "Had the maid told him 
that her mistress was at Mokroe with her 
former lover, nothing would have happened. 
But she lost her head, she could only swear 
and protest her ignorance, and if the prisoner 
did not kill her on the spot, it was only be- 
cause he flew in pursuit of his false mistress. 

"But note, frantic as he was, he took with 
him a brass pestle. Why that? Why not some 
other weapon? But since he had been contem- 
plating his plan and preparing himself for it 
for a whole month, he would snatch up any- 
thing like a weapon that caught his eye. He 
had realised for a month past that any object 
of the kind would serve as a weapon, so he in- 
stantly, without hesitation, recognised that it 
woukl serve his purpose. So it was by no means 
unconsciously, by no means involuntarily, that 
he snatched up that fatal pestle. And then we 
find him in his father’s garden— the coast is 
clear, there are no witnesses, darkness and 
jealousy. The suspicion that she was there, 
with him, with his rival, in his arms, and per- 
haps laughing at him at that moment— took 
his breath away. And it was not mere suspi- 
cion, the deception wasopen, obvious. She must 
be there, in that lighted room, she must be be- 
hind the screen; and the unhappy man would 
have us believe that he stole up to the window, 
peeped respectfully in, and discTcetly with- 
drew, for fear something terrible and immoral 
should happen. And he tries to persuade us of 
that, us, who understand his character, who 
know his state of mind at the moment, and 
that he knew the signals by which he could at 
once enter the house.’’ .\t this point Ippolit 
Kirillovitch broke off to discuss exhaustively 
the suspected connection of Smerdyakov with 
the murder. He did this very circumstantially, 
and everyone realised that, although he pro- 
fessed to despise that suspicion, he thought 
the subject of great importance. 
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Chapter 8. A Treatise on Smcrdyakov 

"To begin with, what was the source of this 
suspicion?" (Ippolit Kirillovitch began). "The 
first person who cried out that Sinerdyakov 
had committed the murder was the prisoner 
himself at the moment of his arrest, yet from 
that time to this he had not brought forward 
a single fact to confirm the charge, nor the 
faintest suggestion of a fact. The charge is con- 
firmed by three persons only— the two brothers 
of the prisoner and Madame vSvyetlov. The 
elder of these brothers expressed his suspicions 
only to-day, when he was undoubtedly suffer- 
ing from brain fever. But w'e know that for the 
last two months he has completelv shared our 
conviction of his brother's guilt and did not 
attempt to combat that idea. But of that later, 
'rhe younger brother has admitted that he 
has not the slightest fact to support his no- 
tion of Smerdyakov's guilt, and has only been 
led to that coiulusion from the prisoner’s ow^n 
words and the expression of his face. Yes, that 
astounding piece of evidence has been brought 
forward twice to-day by him. Madame Svyct- 
lov was even more astounding. 'What the pris- 
oner tells you, you must believe; he is not a man 
to tell a lie/ That is all the evidence against 
Smerdyakov produced by these three persons, 
who are all deeply concerned in the prisoner's 
fate. And yet the theory of Smerdyakov’s guilt 
has been noised about, has been and is still 
maintained. Is it credible? Is it conceivable?" 

Here Ippolit Kirillovitch thought it neces- 
sary to describe the personality of Smerdya- 
kov, "who had cut short his life in a fit of in- 
sanity.” He depicted him as a man of weak in- 
tellect, with a smattering of education, who 
had been thrown off his balance by philo- 
sophical ideas above his level and certain mod- 
ern theories of duty, which he learnt in prac- 
tice from the reckless life of his master, who 
was also perhaps his father— Fyodor Pavlo- 
vitch; and, theoretically, from various strange 
philosophical conversations with his master's 
elder son, Ivan Fyodorov itch, who readily in- 
dulged in this diversion, probably feeling dull 
or wishing to amuse himself at tlie vah-t’s ex- 
pense. "He spoke to me himself of his spiritual 
condition during the last few days at his fa- 
ther's house," Ippolit Kirillovitch explained; 
"but others too have borne witness to it— the 
prisoner himself, his brother, and the servant 
Grigory— that is, all who knew him well. 

"Moreover, Smerdyakov, whose health was 
shaken by his attacks of epilepsy, had not the 


courage of a chicken. ‘He fell at my feet and 
kissed them,' the prisoner himself has told us, 
before he realised how damaging such a state- 
ment was to himself. Tie is an epileptic chick- 
en,’ he declared about him in his characteristic 
language. y\nd the prisoner chose him for his 
confidant (we have his own word for it) and 
he frightened him into consenting at last to 
act as a spy for him. In that capacity he de- 
ceived his master, revealing to tlie prisoner the 
existence of the envelope with the notes in it 
and the signals by means of which he could 
get into the house. How' could. he help telling 
him, indeed? ‘He would have killed me, I 
could see that he would have killed me,' he 
said at the inquiry, trembling and shaking 
even before us, though his tormentor was by 
that time arrested and could do him no harm. 
‘He suspected me at every instant. In fear and 
trembling I hastened to tell him every secret 
to pacify hmi, that he might see that 1 had not 
deceived him and let me off alive.’ Those arc 
his own words. I wrote them down and 1 re- 
member them. ‘When he began shouting at 
me, I would fall on my knees.’ 

"lie WMS naturally very honest and enjoyed 
the complete confidence of his master, ever 
since he liad restored him some money he had 
lost. So it may be supposed that the poor fel- 
low suffered pangs of temorse at having de- 
ceived his master, whom he loved as Ins bene- 
factor. Persons severely afflicted with epilepsy 
are, so the most skilful doctors tell us, always 
prone to continual and morbid self-reproach. 
They worry over their ‘wickedness,’ they are 
tormented by pangs of conscience, oltcn en- 
tirely without cause; they exaggerate andoften 
invent all sorts of faults and crimes. And here 
we have a man of tliat type who had really 
been driven to wrongdoing by terror and in- 
timidation. 

"He had, besides, a strong presentiment that 
something terrible would be the outcome of 
the situation that was developing before his 
eyes. When Ivan Fyodorov itch was leaving for 
Moscow, just before the catastroplie, Smerdya- 
kov besougfit him to remain, t*iough he was 
too timid to tell him plainly wJiat he feared. 
He confined himself to hints, but his hints 
were not understood. 

"It must be observed that he looked on Ivan 
Fyodcjrovitch as a protec tor, whose presence in 
the house was a guarantee that no harm would 
come to pass. Remcinl>er the phrase in Dmitri 
Karama/ov’s drunken letter, ‘1 shall kill the 
old man, if only Ivan goes away.' So Ivan Fyo- 
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dorovitch's presence seemed to everyone a 
guarantee of peace and order in the house. 

"But he went away, and within an hour of 
his young master’s departure Smerdyakov was 
taken with an epileptic lit. But that’s perfectly 
intelligible. Here I must mention that Snierd- 
yakov, oppressed by terror and despair of a 
sort, had felt during those last few days that 
one of the fits from which he had suffered be- 
fore at moments of strain, might be coming up- 
on him again. The day and hour ot such an at- 
tack cannot, of course, be foreseen, but every 
epileptic can feel beforehand that he is likely 
to have one. So the doctors tell us. And so, as 
soon as Ivan Fyodorovitch had driven out of 
the yard, Smerdyakov, de[)ressed by his lonely 
and unprotected position, went to the cellar. 
He went down the stairs wondering if he 
would have a fit or not, and what if it were to 
come upon him at once. And that very appre- 
hension, that very wonder, brought on the 
spasm ill his throat that alw^ays precedes such 
attacks, and he fell unconscious into the cel- 
lar. And in this perfectly natural occurrence 
people try to det<‘c . suspicion, a hint that he 
was shainining an attack on purjjose. But, if 
it were on purpose, the (juestion arises at once, 
what WMS his motive? What w’as he reckoning 
on? What was he aiming at? I say nothing 
about medicine: science, 1 am told, may go 
astray: the doctors were not able to discrimi- 
nate between the counterfeit and the real. 
I’hat may be so, but answer me one (juestion: 
w'hat motive had he for such a counterfeit? 
Could he, had he been plotting the murder, 
have desired to attract the attention of the 
household by having a fit just before? 

"You see, gentlemen of tlie jury, on the 
night of the murder, there wTre five jiersons in 
Fyodor Favlovitch’s—Fyodor Pavlovitch him- 
self (but he did not kill himself, that’s evi- 
dent); then his servant, Grigory, but he was al- 
most killed himself; the third person wms Grig- 
ory’s wile, Marfa Ignatyevna, l)ut it would be 
simply shameful to imagine her murdering 
her master. 'Fwo persons are left— the prisoner 
and Smerdyakov. But, if we are to believe the 
prisoner’s statement that he is not the mur- 
derer, then Smerdyakov must have been, for 
there is no other alternative, no one else can 
be found. That is what accounts for the artful, 
astounding accusation against the unhappy 
idiot who committed suicide yesterday. Had a 
shadow of suspicion rested on anyone else, 
had there been any sixth person, I am 
persuaded that even the prisoner would have 
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been ashamed to accuse Smerdyakov, and 
would have accused that sixth person, for to 
charge Smerdyakov with that murder is per- 
fectly absurd. 

"Gentlemen, let us lay aside psychology, let 
us lay aside medicine, let us even lay aside log- 
ic, let us turn only to the facts and see what the 
facts tell us. If Smerdyakov killed him, how 
did he do it? Alone or with the assistanceof the 
prisoner? Let us consider the first alternative 
—that he did it alone. If he had killed him it 
must have been w^ith some object, for some ad- 
vantage to himself. But not having a shadow 
of the motive that the prisonerhad for the mur- 
der— hatred, jealousy, and so on— Smerdyakov 
could only have murdered him for the sake of 
gain, in order to appropriate the three thou- 
sand roubles he hacl seen his master put in the 
envelope. And yet he tells another person— and 
a person most closely interested, that is, the 
prisoner— everything about the money and the 
signals, where the envelope lay, what was writ- 
ten on it, what it was tied up with, and, above 
all, told him of those signals by which he could 
enter the house. Did he do this simply to be- 
tray himself, or to invite the same enterprise 
one who W'ould be anxious to get tliat envelope 
for himself? ‘Yes,’ I shall be told, *but he be- 
trayed it from fear.’ But how do you explain 
this? A man who could conceive such an auda- 
cious. savage act, and carry it out, tells facts 
which arc known to no one else in the wwld, 
and which, if he held his tongue, no one would 
ever have guessed! 

"No, however cowardly he might be, if he 
had plotted such a crime, nothing would have 
induced him to tell anyone about the enve- 
lope and the signal.-., for that was as g(md as 
betraying himself beforehand. He would have 
invented something, he would have told some 
lie if he had been forced to give information, 
but he would have been silent about that. For, 
on the other hand, if he had said nothing 
about the money, but had committed the mur- 
der and stolen the money, no cme in the world 
could have charged him with murder for the 
sake of robbery, since no one hut he had seen 
the money, no one but he knew of its existence 
in the house. Even if he had been accused of 
the murder, it could only have been thought 
that he had committed it from some other mo- 
tive. But since no one had observed any such 
motive in him beforehand, and everyone saw, 
on the contrary, that his master was fond of 
him and honoured him wdth his confidence, 
he would, of course, have been the last to be 
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suspected. People would have suspected first 
the man who had a motive, a man who had 
himself declared he had such motives, who 
had made no secret of it; they would, in fact, 
have suspected the son of the murdered man, 
Dmitri Fyodorovitch. Had Smerdyakov killed 
and robbed him, and the son been accused of 
it, that would, of course, have suited Smerdya- 
kov. Yet are we to believe that, though plot- 
ting the murder, he told that son, Dmitri, 
about the money, the envelope, and thesignals? 
Is that logical? Is that clear? 

“When the day of the murder planned by 
Smerdyakov came, we have him falling down- 
stairs in a feigned fit— with what object? In 
the first place that Grigory, who bad been in- 
tending to take his medicine, might put it off 
and remain on guard, seeing there was no one 
to look after the house, and, in the second 
place, 1 supptwe, that his master seeing that 
there was no one to guard him, and in terror 
of a visit from his son, might redouble his vigi- 
lance and precaution. And, most of all, 1 sup- 
pose that he, Smerdyakov, disabled by the fit, 
might be carried from the kitchen, where he 
always slept, apart from all the rest, and where 
he could go in and out as he liked, to Grigory's 
room at the other end of the lodge, where he 
was always put, shut off by a screen three paces 
from their own bed. This was the immemorial 
custom established by his master and the kind- 
hearted Marfa Ignatyevna, whenever he had a 
fit. There, lying behind the screen, he would 
most likely, to keep up the sham, have begun 
groaning, and so keeping them awake all night 
(as Grigory and his wife testified). And all 
this, we are to believe, that he might more con- 
veniently get up and murder his master! 

“But I shall be told that he shammed illness 
on purpose that he might not be suspected 
and that he told the prisoner of the money 
and the signals to tempt him to commit the 
murder, and when he had murdered him and 
had gone away with the money, making a 
noise, most likely, and waking people, Smerd- 
yakov got up, am I to believe, and went 
in— what for? To murder his master a second 
time and carry off the money that had already 
been stolen? Gentlemen, are you laughing? I 
am ashamed to put forward such suggestions, 
but, incredible as it seems, that's just what the 
prisoner alleges. When he had left the house, 
had knocked Grigory down and raised an 
alarm, he tells us Smerdyakov got up, went in 
and murdered his master and stole the money! 
I won't press the point that Smerdyakov could 


hardly have reckoned on this beforehand, and 
have foreseen that the furious and exasperated 
son would simply come to peep in respectfully, 
though he knew the signals, and beat a retreat, 
leaving Smerdyakov his booty. Gentlemen of 
the jury, I put this question to you in earnest: 
when was the moment when Smerdyakov could 
have committed his crime? Name that mo- 
ment, or you can't accuse him. 

“But, perhaps, the fit was a real one, the sick 
man suddenly recovered, heard a shout, and 
went out. W'ell— what then? He looked about 
him and said, 'Why not go and kill the mas- 
ter?' And how did he know what had hap 
pened. since he had been lying unconscious 
till that moment? But there's a limit to these 
flights of fancy. 

“ 'Quite so,' some astute people will tell me. 
'but what if they were in agreement? What it 
they murdered him together and shared the 
money— what then?’ A weighty question, truly! 
And the facts to confirm it arc astounding. 
One commits the murder and takes all the 
trouble while his accomplice lies on one side 
shamming a fit, apparently to arouse suspicion 
in everyone, alarm in his master and alarm in 
Grigory. It w’ould be interesting to know what 
motives could have indue ed the two accom- 
plices to form such an insane plan. 

“But perhaps it was not a ease of active com- 
plicity on Smerdyakov’s part, but only of pas 
sive acquiescence; perhaps Smerdyakov was in 
timidated and agreed not to prevent the mur- 
der, and foreseeing that he would be blamed 
for letting his master be murdered, without 
screaming for help or resisting, he may have 
obtained permission from Dmitri Karama/o\ 
to get out of the way by shamming a fit— 'you 
may murder him as you like; it’s nothing to 
me.' But as this attack of Smerdyakov's was 
bound to throw the household into confusion. 
Dmitri Karamazov could never have agreed to 
such a plan. 1 will waive that point however. 
Supposing that he did agree, it would still fol- 
low that Dmitri Kararna/ov is the murderer 
and the instigator, and .Smerdyakov is only a 
passive accomplice, and not even an accom- 
plice, but merely acquiesced against his will 
through terror. 

“But what do we sec? As soon as he is ar- 
rested the prisoner instantly throws all the 
blame on Smerdyakov, not accusing him of 
being his accomplice, but of being himself the 
murderer. ‘He did it alone,' he says. ‘He mur- 
dered and robbed him. It was the work of his 
harKls.’ Strange sort of accomplices who begin 
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to accuse one another at once! And think of 
the risk for Karamazov. After committing the 
murder while his accomplice lay in bed, he 
throws the blame on the invalid, who might 
well have resented it and in self-preservation 
might well have confessed the truth. For he 
might well have seen that the court would at 
once judge how far he was responsible, and so 
he might well have reckoned that if he were 
punished, it would be far less severely than 
the real murderer. But in that case he would 
have been certain to make a confession, yet he 
has not done so. Smerdyakov never hinted at 
their complicity, though the actual murderer 
persisted in accusing him and declaring that 
he had committed the crime alone. 

*‘What's more, Smerdyakov at the inquiry 
volunteered the statement tliat it was he who 
had told the prisoner of the envelope of notes 
and of the signals, and that, but for him, he 
would have known nothing about them. If he 
had really been a guilty accomplice, would he 
so readily have made this statement at the in- 
quiry? On the contrary, he would ha\c tried to 
conceal it, to dist:*^ the facts or minimise 
them. But he was far from distorting or mini- 
mising them. No one but an innocent man, 
who had no fear of being charged with com- 
plicity, could have acted as he did. And in a 
fit of melancholy arising Iroin his disease and 
this catastrophe he lianged himself yc.slerday. 
He left a note written in his peculiar language, 
‘1 destroy myself of my <jwn will and imlina- 
tion so as to throw no blame on anyone.’ What 
would it have cost him lo add: *1 am ihe mur- 
derer, not Karamazov’? But that he did not 
add. Did his conscience lead him to suicide 
and not to avowing his guilt? 

“And what followed? Notes lor three thou- 
sand roubles were brought into the iourt just 
now, and we were told that they were the same 
that lay in the envelope now on the table be- 
fore us, and that the witness had received 
them from Smerdyakov the day before. But I 
need not recall the painful scene, though I 
will make one or two comments, selecting such 
trivial ones as might not be obvious at first 
sight to everyone, and so may be overlooked. 
In the first place, Smerdyakov must have given 
back the money and hanged himself yesterday 
from remorse. And only yesterday he confessed 
his guilt to Ivan Karamazov, as the latter in- 
forms us. If it were not .so, indeed, why should 
Ivan Fyodorovitch have kept silence till now? 
And so, if he has confessed, then why, I ask 
again, did he not avow the whole truth in the 


last letter he left behind, knowing that the 
innocent prisoner had to face this terrible or- 
deal the next day? 

“The money alone is no proof. A week ago, 
quite by chance, the fact came to the knowl- 
edge of myself and two other persons in this 
court that Ivan Fyodorovitch had sent two five 
per cent coupons of five thousand each— that 
is, ten thousand in all— to the chief town of 
the province to be changed. I only mention 
this to point out that anyone may have money, 
and that it can’t be proved that these notes are 
the same as were in Fyodor Pavlovitch’s enve- 
lope. 

“Ivan Karamazov, after receiving yesterday 
a communication of such importance from the 
real murderer, did not stir. Why didn't he re- 
port it at once? Why did he put it all off till 
morning? I think 1 have a right to conjecture 
why. His health had been giving way for a 
week past: he had admitted U) a doctor and 
to his most intimate friends that he was suffer- 
ing from hallucinations and seeing phantoms 
ot the dead: he was on the eve of the attack of 
brain fever by which he has been stricken 
down to-day. In this condition he suddenly 
heard of Smerdyakov’s death, and at once re- 
flected. “Fhe man is dead, I can throw the 
blame on him and save my brother. I have 
money. I will take a roll of notes and say that 
Smerdyakov gave them me before his death.' 
You will say that was dishonourable: it’s dis- 
honourable to slander even the dcad.andeven 
to save a brother. True, but what if he slan- 
dered him unconsciously? What if, finally un- 
hinged by the sudden news of thevalei’sdeath, 
he imagined it really w^as so? You saw the re- 
cent scene: you ha\( seen the witness’s condi- 
tion. He was standing up and was speaking, 
but where was his mind? 

“Then followed the document, the prison- 
er’s letter written two days before the crime, 
and containing a complete programme of the 
murder. Why, then, arc we looking for any 
other programme? The crime was committed 
precisely according to this programme, and by 
no other than the writer of it. Yes, gentlemen 
of the jury, it went off without a hitchl He 
did not run respectfully and timidly away 
from his lather’s window, though he was firm- 
ly convinced that the object of his affections 
was with him. No, that is absurd and unlikely! 
He went in and murdcTcd him. Most likely he 
killed him in anger, burning with resentment, 
as .soon as he looked on his Bated rival. But 
having killed him. probably with one blow of 
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the brass pestle, and having convinced him- 
self, after careful search, tliat she was not 
there, he did not, however, forget to put his 
hand under the pillow and take out the enve- 
lope, the torn cover of which lies now on the 
table before us. 

“I mention this fact that you may note one, 
to my thinking, very characteristic circum- 
stance. Had he been an experienced murderer 
and had lie committed the murder for the sake 
of gain only, would he have left the torn en- 
velope on the floor as it was found, beside the 
corpse? Had it been Smerdyakov, for instance, 
murdering his master to rob him, he would 
have simply carried away the envelope with 
him. without troubling himself to open it over 
his victim’s corpse, for he would h.ave known 
for certain that the notes were in the envelope 
—they had been put in and sealed up in his 
presence— and had he taken the envelope with 
him, no one would ever have known of the 
robbery. J ask you, gentlemen, would Smerd- 
yakov have behaved in that way? Would he 
have left the envelope on the floor? 

“No, this was the action of a frantic mur- 
derer, a murderer who was not a thief and had 
never stolen before that day, who snatched the 
notes from under the pillow, not like a thief 
stealing them, but as though seizing his own 
property from the thief who had stolen it. For 
that was the idea which had become almost an 
insane obsession in Dmitri Karama/ov in re- 
gard to that money. And pouncing upon the 
envelope, which he had never seen before, he 
tore it open to make sure whether the money 
was in it, and ran away with the money in his 
pocket, even forgetting to consider that he had 
left an astounding piece of evidence against 
himself in that torn envelope on the floor. All 
because it was Karama/ov, not Smerdyakov, he 
didn’t think, he didn't reflect, and how should 
he? He ran away: he heard behind him the 
servant cry out; the old man caught him, 
stopped him and was felled to the ground by 
the brass pestle. 

“The prisoner, moved liy pity, leapt down 
to look at him. Would you believe it, he tells 
us that he leapt down out of pity, out of com- 
passion, to see whether he coulcl do anything 
for him. Was that a moment to show compas- 
sion? No; he jumped clown simply to make 
certain whether the only witness of his crime 
were dead or alive. Any other feeling, any 
other motive would be unnatural. Note that 
he tof)k trouble over Grigory, wiped his head 
with his handkerchief and, convincing himself 


he was dead, he ran to the house of his mis- 
tress, cla/ed and covered with blood. How was 
it he never thought that he was covered with 
blood and would be at once detected? But the 
prisoner himself assures us that he did not 
even notice that he was covered with blood. 
That may be believed, that is very possible, 
that always happens at such moments with 
criminals. On one point they will show dia- 
bolical cunning, while another will escape 
them altogether. But he was thinking at that 
moment of one thing only— where was she? He 
wanted to find out at once where she was, so 
he ran to her lodging and learnt an unexpect- 
ed and astounding piece of news— she had 
gone off to Mokroe to meet her first lover.” 

Chapter g. The Galloping Troika. 

The End of the Prosecutor’s Speech 
Ippoiit Kiriliovitcii had chosen the histori- 
al method of exposition, beloved by all nerv- 
ous (mitors, who find in its limitation a dieck 
on their own eager rhetoric. At this nioinent 
in his spccdi he went off into a dissertation on 
Grushenka’s “first lover,” and biought for- 
ward several interesting thoughts on this 
theme. 

“Karama/ov, who had been frantically jeal- 
ous of everyone, collapsed, so to s|)eak. and 
effaced Iiirnsclf at once before this first lover. 
What makes it all the more strange is that he 
seems to have hardly thought cd this formida- 
ble rival. But he had looked upon him as a 
remote danger, and Karama/ov always lives in 
the present. Possibly he regarded him as a fic- 
tion. but his wounded hc^art grasped instantly 
that the woman had been concealing this new 
rival and cleteiving him, because he was any- 
thing but a fiction to her, because he was the 
one hope of Iut life. Grasping this instantly, 
he resigned himself. 

“(ientlcmcnof the jury, I cannot help dwell- 
ing on this unexpected trait in the jjrisoner’s 
character. Me suddenly evinces an iirt'sisrible 
desire for justice, a respect for wom.in and a 
recognition of her right to love. And all this 
at the very monumt when he lipd stained his 
hands with his lather’s blood lor her sakel It 
is true that the blood he had shed was already 
crying out for vengeance, for* afle»* having 
ruined his soul and his life in this world, he 
was forced to ask himself at that same instant 
what he was and what he could be now to her, 
to that being, dearer to him than his own soul, 
in comparison with that lormcr lover w'ho had 
returned penitent, with new love, to the worn- 
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an he had once betrayed, with lionoiirable 
offers, with the promise of a reformed and 
happy life. And he, luckless man, what could 
he give her now, what could he offer her? 

“Karamazov felt all this, knew that all ways 
were barred to him by his crime and that he 
was a criminal under sentence, and not a man 
with life before him! 7'his thought crushed 
him. And so he instantly flew to one frantic 
plan, which, to a man of Karamazov’s char- 
acter, must have appeared the one inevitable 
way out of his terrible position. That way out 
was suicide. He ran for-the pistols he had left 
in pledge with his friend Perhotin and on the 
way, as he ran, he pulled out of his pocket the 
money, for the sake of which he had stained 
his hands with his father's gore. Oh, now he 
needed money more than ever. Karamazov 
would die, Karama/ov would shoot himself 
and it should be remembered! To be sure, he 
was a poet and had burnt the candle at both 
ends all his life. ‘To her, to her! and there, oh. 
tJmre I will give a feast to the whole world, 
such as never was before, that will be remem- 
bered and talked ' f long after! In the midst of 
shouts of wild merriment, reckless gypsy songs 
and dances I shall raise the glass and drink to 
the woman I adore and Iut new-found happi- 
ness! And then, on the spot, at her feet, 1 
shall dash out my brains before her and pun- 
ish myself! She will remember Mitya Kataina 
/ov sometimes, she will see how Mitya loved 
her, she will feel for M.tya!’ 

“Here wt see in excevs a love of effet t, a ro- 
mantic despair and sentimentality, and the 
wdd recklessness of the Karamazovs. Yes, but 
there is something else, gentlemen ol the jury, 
something that cries out in the soul, throbs in- 
cessantly in the mind, and poisons the heart 
unto death—that something is conscience, gen- 
tlemen of the jury, its judgment, its terrible 
torments! rhe pistol will settle everything, the 
pistol is the only way oin! But bffyond—l don’t 
know whether Karama/ov wondered at that 
moment ‘What lies beyond,’ and whether Kar- 
ama/ov could, like Hamlet, wonder ‘What lies 
beyond.’ No, gentlemen of the jury, they have 
their klamlcts, but we still have our Karama- 
zovs!’’ 

Here Ippolit Kirillovitch drew a minute pic- 
ture of Mitya’s preparations, the scene at Per- 
hotin’s.at the shop, with thedrivers. Hccjuotcd 
inimerous words and actions, confirmed by 
wittiesses, and the picture made a terrible im- 
pression on the audience. The guilt of this 
harassed and desperate man stood out clear 


and convincing, when the facts were brought 
together. 

“What need had he of precaution? Two or 
three times he almost confessed, hinted at it, 
all but spoke out.” (Then followed the evi- 
dence given by witnesses.) “He even cTicd out 
to the peasant whcj drove him, ‘Do you know, 
you are driving a murderer!’ But it w'as impos- 
sible for him to speak out, he had to get to 
Mokroe and there to finish his romance. But 
what was awaiting the luckless man? Almost 
from the first minute at Mokroe he saw that 
his invincible rival was perhaps by no means 
so invincible, that the toast to their new-found 
happiness was not desired and would not be 
acceptable. But you know the facts, gentlemen 
of the jury, from the preliminary iiujuiry. Kar- 
amazov’s triumph over his rival was complete 
and his soul passed into quite a new phase, 
perhaps the most terrible phase through which 
his soul has passed or will pass. 

“One may say with certainty, gentlemen of 
the jury,” the prosecutor continued, ’'that out- 
raged nature and the criminal heart bring 
their own vengeance more completely than 
any earthly justice. What’s more, justice and 
punishment on earth positively alleviate the 
punishment of nature and are, index'd, essen- 
tial to the soul of the criminal at such mo- 
ments, as its salvation from despair. For I can- 
not imagine the horror and moral suffering of 
Karamazov when he learnt that she loved him, 
that for his sake she had rejected her first 
lover, that she was summoning liim, Mitya, to 
a new life, that she was promising him happi- 
ness— and when? When everything w'as over 
for him and nothing was possfTjle! 

“By thcway.l w'lil noiein parenthesis a point 
of importance tor the light it throws on the 
prisoner’s posinoii at the moment. This wom- 
an, this love of his, had been till the last mo- 
ment, till the very instant of his arrest, a being 
unattainable, passionately desired by him but 
unattainable. Yet why did he not shoot him- 
self then, why did lie relinquish his design and 
even forget where his pistol was? It was just 
that passionate desire for love and the hope of 
satisfying it that restrained liim. Throughout 
their revels he kept cIom^ to his adored mistress. 
Will) was at the banquet wdth him and was 
more charming and fascinating to him than 
ever— he did not leave her side, abasing him- 
self in his homage before her. 

“His passion might well, for a moment, stifle 
not only the fear of arrest, but even the tor- 
ments of conscience. For a moment, oh, only 
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for a moment! I can picture the state of mind 
of the criminal hopelessly enslaved by these 
influences— first, the influence of drink, of 
noise and excitement, of the thud of the dance 
and the scream of the song, and of her, flushed 
with wine, singing and dancing and laughing 
to him! Secondly, the hope in the background 
that the fatal end might still be far off, that 
not till next morning, at least, they would 
come and take him. So he had a few hours and 
that's much, very much! In a few hours one 
can think of many things. I imagine that he 
felt something like what criminals feel when 
they are being taken to the scaffold. They have 
another long, long street to pass down and at 
walking pace, past thousands of people. Then 
there will be a turning into another street and 
only at the end of that street the dread place 
of execution! 1 fancy that at the beginning of 
the journey the condemned man, sitting on his 
shameful cart, must feel that he has infinite 
life still before him. The houses recede, the 
cart moves on— oh, that's nothing, it’s still far 
to the turning into the second street and he 
still looks boldly to right and to left at those 
thousands of callously curious people with 
their eyes fixed on him, and he still fancies 
that he is just such a man as they. But now the 
turning comes to the next street. Oh, that's 
nothing, nothing, there's still a whole street 
before him, and however many houses have 
been passed, he will still think there arc many 
left. And so to the very end, to the very scaf- 
fold. 

"This I imagine is how it was with Karama- 
zov then. 'They’ve not had time yet,' he must 
have thought, 'I may still find some way out, 
oh, there’s still time to make some plan of de- 
fence, and now, now— she is .so fascinating!' 

"His soul was full of confusion and dread, 
but he managed, however, to put aside half his 
money and hide it somewhere— I cannot other- 
wise explain the disappearance of quite half 
of the three thousand he had just taken from 
his father's pillow. He had been in Mokroe 
more than once before, he had caroused there 
for two days together already, he knew the old 
big house with all its pas.sagcs and <mthuild- 
ings. 1 imagine that part of the money was hid- 
den in that house, not long before the arrest, 
in some crevice, under some floor, in some cor- 
ner, under the roof. With what object? I shall 
be asked. Why, the catastrophe may take place 
at once, of course; he hadn’t yet considered 
how to meet it, he hadn't the time, his head 
was throbbing and his heart was with her, but 


money— money was indispensable in any case! 
With money a man is always a man. Perhaps 
such foresight at such a moment may strike 
you as unnatural? But he assures us himself 
that a month before, at a critical and exciting 
moment, he had halved his money and sewn 
it up in a little bag. And though that was not 
true, as we shall prove directly, it shows the 
idea was a familiar one to Karamazov, he had 
contemplated it. What's more, when he de- 
clared at the inquiry that he had put fifteen 
hundred roubles in a bag (which never existed) 
he may have invented that little bag on the 
inspiration of the moment, because he had 
two hours before divided his money and hid- 
den half of it at Mokroe till morning, in case 
of emergency, simply not to liavc it on him- 
self. l*wo extremes, gentlemen of the jury, re- 
member that Karamazov can cf>nteniplate two 
extremes and both at once. 

"We have looked in the house, but we 
haven’t found the money. It may still be there 
or it may have disappeared next day and be in 
the prisr)ner’s hands now. In any case he was at 
her side, on his knees before her, she was ly- 
ing on the bed, he had his hands stretched out 
to her and he had so entirely lorgotten every- 
thing that he did not even hear the men com- 
ing to arrest him. He hadn’t time to prepare 
any line of defence in his mind. Hcwascaught 
unawares and confronted with his judges, tlie 
arbiters of his destiny. 

"Gcnllemcn of the jury, there are moments 
in the execution of our duties when it is ter- 
rible for us to face a man, terrible on his ac- 
count, too! The moments of contemplating 
that animal fear, when the criminal sees that 
all is lost, but still struggles, still means to 
struggle, the moments when every instinct of 
self-preservation rises up in him at once and 
he looks at you with c|uestioning and snlfering 
eyes, studies you, your face, your thoughis, un- 
certain on which side you will strike, and his 
distracted mind frames thousands of ])lans in 
an instant, but he is still afraid to speak, afraid 
of giving himself awayl This purgatory of the 
spirit, this animal thirst for sdf-preservation, 
these humiliating moments of the human 
soul, are awful, and sometimes arouse horror 
and compassion for the CTiminal even in the 
lawyer. And this was what wc all witnessed 
then. 

"At first he was thunderstruck and in his 
terror dropped some very compromising 
phrases. ‘Blood! I'vedeserved it!' But he quick- 
ly restrained himself. He had not prepared 
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what he was to say, what answer he was to make, 
he had nothing but a bare denial ready. ‘I am 
not guilty of my father's death.' That was his 
lence for the moment and behind it he hoped 
to throw up a barricade of some sort. Mis first 
compromising exclamations he hastened to ex- 
plain by declaring that lie was responsible for 
Ihc death of the servant Grigory only. ‘Of that 
bloodshed 1 am guilty, but who has killed my 
father, gentlemen, who has killed him? Who 
can have killed him, if not /.?' Do you hear, he 
asked us that, us, who had come to ask him 
that question! Do you hear that phrase uttered 
with such premature haste— ‘if not I'— the ani- 
mal cunning, the naivete, the Karama/ov im- 
patience of it? ‘I didn't kill him and you 
inustn’t think T did! 1 wanted to kill him, gen- 
tlemen, I wanted to kill him,' he hastens to 
admit (he was in a hurry, in a terrible hurry), 
‘but still I am not guilty, it is not 1 murdered 
him.’ Me concedes to us that he wanted to mur- 
der him, as though to say, you can sec for your- 
selves how truthful 1 am, so you’ll belie\e all 
the sooner that 1 didn’t murder him. Oh, in 
such cases the criminal is often ama/ingly shal- 
low and credulous. 

“At that point one of the lawyers asked him, 
as it were incidentally, the most simple (jucs- 
(ion, ‘Wasn’t it Smerdyakov killed him?' Then, 
as wc expected, he was h()rril)ly angry at our 
having aniifipated him and caught him un- 
awares, belore he had time to pave the way to 
choose and snatc h the rioment when it would 
be most natural to bring in Sincrdyakov's 
name. He rushed at once to the other extreme, 
as he always d(U*s, and began to assure us that 
Smerdyakov could not have killed him, was 
not capable of it. But don’t believe Jiim, that 
was only his cunning; he didn’t really give up 
the idea of Smerdyakov; on the contrary, he 
meant tobringhim forward again: for, indeed, 
he had no one else to bring forward, but he 
would do that later, because for the moTnent 
that line was spoiled for him. He would bring 
him forward perhaps next day. or even a fc:w 
days later, choexsing an opportunity to try out 
to us, ‘You know 1 was more scejjtical about 
Smerdyakov tlian yon, yon remember that 
■yourselves, but now I am convinced. He killed 
him, he must have done!’ And for the present 
he falls back upon a glcmmy and irritable de- 
nial. Impatience and anger prompted him, 
however, to the most inept and incredible ex- 
planation of how he looked into his father's 
window and how he respectfully withdrew. 
The worst of it was that he was unaware oE the 


position of affairs, of the evidence given by 
Grigory. 

“We proceeded to search him. 1 ho search 
angered, but encouraged him, the whc^le three 
thousand had not been found on him, only 
half of it. And no doubt only at that moment 
of angry silence, the fiction of the little bag 
first occurred to him. No doubt he was con- 
scious himself of the improbability of the story 
and strove painfully to make it sound more 
likely, to wc:ave it into a romance that would 
sound plausible. In such cases the first duty, 
the chief task of the investigating lawyers, is 
to prevent the criminal being prepared, to 
pounce upon himuncxpcttedly so that he may 
blurt out his cherished ideas in all their sim- 
plicity, improbability and inconsistency. I'he 
criminal ran only be made to speak by the sud- 
den and apparently incidental communication 
of some new fact, of some circumstance of 
great importance in the case, of which he had 
no previous idea and could not have foreseen. 
Wc had such a lact in readiness— that was Grig- 
ory’s evidence about the open door through 
which the j)risoncr had run out. He had com- 
pletely forgotten about that door and had not 
even suspect cd that Grigory could have seen it. 

“Hie effect of it w^as arna/.ing. He leapt up 
and shouted to us, ‘Then Smerdyakov mur- 
dered him, it was Smerdyakov!' and so bc- 
tra)ed the basis of the defence he was keeping 
back, and betrayed it in its most improbable 
shape, for Smetdyakov could only have com- 
mitted the murder after he had knocked Grig- 
ory down and run away. When wc told him 
that Grigory saw the door was open before 
he fell down, and had heard Smerdyakov be- 
hind the screen a^ iie came out of his bedroom 
—Karamazov was positively crushed. My es- 
teemed and witty colleague, Nikolay Parfeno 
vitch. told me afterwards that he was almost 
moved to tears at the sight of him. And to im- 
prove matters, the prisoner hastened to tell us 
about the much-talked-of little bag— so be it, 
you shall hc'ar this romance! 

“Gentlemen of the jury, 1 have told you al- 
ready why I consider this romance not c^nly an 
absurdity, but the most improbable invention 
that could have been brought forward in the 
1 ' rumstances. If one iiicd for a bet to invent 
the most unlikely story, one could hardly find 
anything more incredible. The wwsl of such 
stories is that the triumphant romancers can 
always he put to confusion and crushed by the 
very details in which real Ide is so ric h and 
which these unhappy and involuntary story- 



^$4 The Brothers Karamazov 


tellers neglect as insignificant trifles. Oh, they 
have no thought to spare for such details, their 
minds are concentrated on their grand inven- 
tion as a whole, and fancy anyone daring to 
pull them up for a trifle 1 But that’s how they 
are caught. The prisoner was asked the ques- 
tion, ’Where did you get the stuff for your lit- 
tle bag and who made it for you?’ ’I made it 
myself.* ‘And where did you get the linen?* 
The prisoner was positively offended, he 
thought it almost insulting to ask him such a 
trivial question, and would you believe it. his 
resentment was genuine! But they are all like 
that. ‘I tore it off my shirt.* 'Then we shall find 
that shirt among your linen to-morrow, with 
a piece torn off.* And only fancy, gentlemen 
of the jury, if we really had found that torn 
shirt (and how could we have failed to find it 
in his chest of drawers or trunk?) that would 
have been a fact, a material fact in support of 
his statement! But he was incapable of that re- 
flection. '1 don’t remember, it may not have 
been off my shirt, I sewed it up in one of my 
landlady’s caps.* 'What sort of a cap?’ ’It was 
an old cotton rag of hers lying about.* ’And 
do you remember that clearly?’ ‘No, I don’t.* 
And he was angry, very angry, and yet imagine 
not remembering it! At the most terrible mo- 
ments of man’s life, for instance when he is 
being led to execution, he remembers just such 
trifles. He will forget anything but some green 
roof that has flashed past him on the road, or 
a jackdaw on a cross— that he will remember. 
He concealed the makingof that little bag from 
his household, he must have remembered his 
humiliating fear that someone might come in 
and find him needle in hand, how at the slight- 
est sound he slipped behind the screen (there 
is a screen in his lodgings). 

“But, gentlemen of the jury, why do I tell 
you all this, all these details, trifles?” cried 
Ippolit Kirillovitch suddenly. ’’Just because 
the prisoner still persists in these absurdities 
to this moment. He has not explained any- 
thing since that fatal night two months ago, 
he has not added one actual illuminating fact 
to his former fantastic statements; all those 
are trivialities. 'You must believe it on my 
honour.’ Oh, we are glad to believe it, we are 
eager to believe it, even if only on his word 
of honour! Are we jackals thirsting for human 
blood? Show us a single fact in the prisoner’s 
favour and we shall rejoice; but let it be a sub- 
stantial, real fact, and not a conclusion drawn 
from the prisoner’s expression by his own 
brother, or that when he beat himself on the 


breast he must have meant to point to the 
little bag. in the darkness, too. We shall re- 
joice at the new fact, we shall be the first to 
repudiate our charge, we shall hasten to repu- 
diate it. But now justice cries out and we per- 
sist, we cannot repudiate anything.” 

Ippolit Kirillovitch passed to his final pero- 
ration. He looked as though he was in a fever, 
he spoke of the blood that cried for vengeance, 
the blood of the father murdered by his son. 
with the base motive of robbery! He pointed 
to the tragic and glaring consistency of the 
farts. 

’’And whatever you may hear from the tal- 
ented and celebrated counsel for the defence,” 
Ippolit Kirillovitch could not resist adding, 
’’whatever eloquent andtouchingappcals may 
be made to your sensibilities, remember that 
at this moment you arc in a temple of justice. 
Remember that you are the champions of our 
justice, the champions of our holy Russia, of 
her principles, her family, everything that she 
holds sacred! Yes, you represent Russia here 
at this moment, and your verdict will be heard 
not in this hall only but will re-echo through- 
out the whole of Russia, and all Russia will 
hear you, as her champions and her judges, 
and she will be encouraged or disheartened by 
your verdict. Do not disappoint Russia and 
her expectations. Our fatal troika dashes on 
in her headlong flight perhaps to destruction 
and in all Russia for long past men have 
stretched out imploring harms and called a 
halt to its furious reckless course. And if other 
nations stand aside from that troika that may 
be, not from respect, as the poet would fain 
believe, but simply from horror. From horror, 
perhaps from disgust. And well it is that they 
stand aside, but maybe they will cease one day 
to do so and will form a firm wall confronting 
the hurrying apparition and will check the 
frenzied rush of our lawlessness, for the sake 
of theirown safety, enlightenment and civilisa- 
tion. Already we have heard voices of alarm 
from Eurf)pc, they already begin to sound. Do 
not tempt them! Do notheapup their growing 
hatred by a sentence justifying the murder of 
a father by his son!” 

Though Ippolit Kirillovitch was genuinely 
moved, he wound up his speecli with this rhe- 
torical appeal— and the effect pjroduccd by him 
was extraordinary. When he had finished his 
speech, he went out hurriedly and, as 1 have 
mentioned before, almost fainted in the ad- 
joining room. There was no applause in the 
court, but serious persons were pleased. The 
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ladies were not so well satisfied, though even 
they were pleased with his eloquence, espe- 
cially as they had no apprehensions as to the 
upshot of the trial and had full trust in Fetyu- 
kovitch. “He will speak at last and of course 
carry all before him.” 

Everyone looked at Mitya; he sat silent 
through the whole of the prosecutor’s speech, 
clenching his teeth, with his hands clasped, and 
his head bowed. Only from time to time he 
raised his head and listened, especially when 
Grushenka was spoken of. When the prosecu- 
tor mentioned Rakitin’s opinion of her, a 
smile of contempt and anger passed over his 
face and he murmured rather audibly, “The 
Bernards!” When Ippolit Kirillovitch de- 
scribed how' he had questioned and tortured 
him at Mokroc, Mitya raised his head and 
listened with intense curiosity. At one point 
he seemed about to jump up and cry out, but 
controlled himself and only shrugged his 
shoulders disdainfully. Petiple talked after- 
wards of the end of the speech, of the prose- 
cutor’s feat in examining the prisoner at 
Mokroc, and .if Ippolit Kirillovitch. 

“The man could not resist boasting of his 
cleverness,” they said. 

The court was adjourned, but only for a 
short interval, a quarter of an hour or twenty 
minutes at most. There was a hum of conversa- 
tion and exclamations in the audience. 1 re- 
member some of tliem. 

“A weighty speech,” a gentleman in one 
group obsers^ed gravely, 

“He brought in too much psychology,” said 
another voice. 

“But it was all true, the absolute truth!” 

“Yes, he is first rate at it.” 

“He summed it all up.” 

“Yes, he summed us up, too,” chimed in an- 
other voice, “Do you remember, at the begin- 
ning of his speech, making out we were all like 
Fyodor Pavlovitch?” 

“And at the end, too. But that was all rot.” 

“And obscure too.” 

“He was a little too much carried away.” 

“It’s unjust, it’s unjust.” 

“No, it was smartly done, anyway. He’s had 
long to wait, but he’s had his say, ha ha!” 

“What will the counsel for the defence say?” 

In another group I heard; 

“He had no business to make a thrust at the 
Petersburg; man like that; ‘appealing to your 
sensibilities’— do you remember?” 

“Yes, that was awkward of him." 

“He was in too great a hurry." 
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"He is a nervous man." 

"We laugh, but what must the prisoner be 
feeling?” 

"Yes, what must it be for Mitya?” 

In a third group: 

“What lady is that, the fat one, with the 
lorgnette, sitting at the end?” 

“She is a general’s wife, divorced, I know 
her.” 

“That’s why she has the lorgnette.” 

“She is not good for much.” 

“Oh no, she is a piquante little woman.” 

“Two places beyond her there is a little fair 
woman, she is prettier.” 

“They caught him smartly at Mokroe, didn’t 
they, eh?” 

“Oh, it was smart enough. We’ve heard it 
before, how often he has told the story at peo- 
ple’s houses!” 

“And he couldn’t resist doing it now. That’s 
vanity.” 

“He is a man with a grievance, he he!” 

“Yes, and quick to take offence. And there 
was too much rhetoric, such long sentences.” 

“Yes, he tries to alarm us, he kept trying \o 
alarm us. Do you remember about the troika? 
Something about ‘They have Hamlets, but we 
have, so far,onIy Karamazovs!’ That was clever- 
ly said!” 

“That was to propitiate the liberals. He is 
afraid of them.” 

“Yes, and he is afraid of the lawyer, too.” 

“Yes, what will F’etyukovitch say?” 

“Whatever he says, he won’t get round our 
peasants.” 

“Don't you think so?” 

A fourth group: 

“What he said about the troika was good, 
that piece about the other nations.” 

“And that was true what he said about other 
nations not standing it.” 

“What do you mean?” 

“Why, in the English Parlimcnt a Member 
got up last week and speaking about the 
Nihilists asked the Ministry whether it was 
not high time to intervene, to educate this 
barbarous jjeople. Ippolit was tliinking of 
him, I know he was. He was talking about that 
last week.” 

■‘Not an easy job.” 

“Not an easy job? Why not?” 

“Why, we’d shut up Kronstadt and not let 
them have any corn. Where would they get 
it?” 

“In America. They get It from America 
now." 
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“Nonsensel** 

But the bell rang, all rushed to their places. 
Fetyukovitch mounted the tribune. 

Chapter lo. The Speech for the Defence. 

An Argument that Cuts Both Ways 
All was hushed as the first wordsof the famous 
orator rang out. I’he eyes of the audience were 
fastened upon him. He began very simply and 
directly, with an air of conviction, but not the 
slightest trace of conceit. He made no attempt 
at eloquence, at pathos, or emotional phrases. 
He was like a man spCc'iking in a circle of in- 
timate and sympathetic friends. His voice was 
a fine one, sonorous and sympathetic, and there 
was something genuine and simple in the very 
sound of it. But everyone realised at once that 
the speaker might suddenly rise to genuine 
pathos and “pierce the heart with untold 
power.’* His language was perhaps more irreg- 
ular than Ippolit Kirillovitch's, but he spoke 
without long phrases, and indeed, with more 
precision. One thing did not please the ladies: 
he kept bending forward, especially at the be- 
ginning of his speech, not exactly bowing, 
but as though he were about to dart at liis lis- 
teners, bending his long spine in half, as 
though there were a spring in the middle 
that enabled him to bend almost at right 
angles. 

At the beginning of his speech he spoke 
rather disconnectedly, without system, one may 
say, dealing with facts separately, though, at 
the end, these facts formed a whole. His speech 
might be divided into two parts, the first con- 
sisting of criticism in refutation of tlic charge, 
sometimes malicious and sarcastic. But in the 
second half he suddenly changed his tone, and 
even his manner, and at once rose to pathos. 
I he audience seemed on the lookout for it, 
and quivered with enthusiasm. 

He went straight to the point, and began by 
saying that although he practised in Peters- 
burg, he had more than once visited provin- 
cial towns to defend prisoners, of whose inno- 
cence he had a conviction or at least a pre- 
conceived idea. “ Fhat is what has happened 
to me in the presen tease,” heexplaincd “From 
the very first accounts in the newspapers 1 was 
struck by something which strongly prepos- 
sessed me in the prisoner’s favour. WJiat in- 
terested me most was a fact which often occurs 
in legal practice, but rarely. I think, in such 
an extreme and peculiar form as in the pres- 
ent case. I ought to formulate that peculiarity 
only at the end of my speech, but 1 will do so 


at the very beginning, for it is my weakness to, 
go to work directly, not keeping my effects in 
reserve and economising my material. 'Fhat 
may be imprudent on my part, but at least it’s 
sincere. What I have in my mind is this: there 
is an overwhelming chain of evidence against 
the prisoner, and at the same time not one 
fact that will stand criticism, if it is examined 
separately. As I followed the case more closely 
in the papers my idea was more and more i on- 
firmed, and I suddenly received from the pris- 
oner’s relatives a request to undertake his de- 
fence. I at once hurried here, and here 1 be- 
came completely convirued. It was to break 
down this terrible chain of facts, and to sh»)w 
that each piece of evidence taken separately 
was unproved and fantastic, that I undertook 
the case.” 

So Fetyukovitch began. 

“Gentlemen of the jury,” he suddenly pro- 
tested, “1 am new to this district. I have no 
prt conceived ideas. The prisoner, a man of 
turbulent and unbridled temper, has not in- 
sulted me. But he has insulted perhaps hun- 
dreds of persons in this town, and so preju- 
diced many people against him beforehand. 
Of course 1 recognise that the moral sentiment 
of local society is justly excited against him. 
'Flic prisoner is of turbulent and violent tem- 
per. Yet he was received in society here; he 
was even welcome in the family of my talented 
friend, the prosecutor.” ^ 

(N.B. At these words there were two or three 
laughs in the audience, (|uickly suppressed, but 
noticed by all. AH ol us knew that the prosecu- 
tor received Mitya against his will, solely be- 
cause he had somehow interested his wife -a 
lady of thehighest virtueancl moral w’orth. but 
fanciful, capricious, and fond ol opposing her 
husband, especially in trifles. Mitya’s visits, 
however, had not been frequent.) 

“Nevertheless I venture to suggest,” Fetyu- 
kovitch continued, “that in spite of his inde- 
pendent mind and just character, my opponent 
may have formed a mistaken prejuclice against 
iny unfortunate client. Oh, tliat is so natural: 
the unfortunate man has only too well de- 
served such prejudice. Outraged morality, and 
still more ouliageci taste, is often relentless. 
We have, in the talented prosecutor’s speech, 
heard a .stern analysis of the prisonei’s char- 
acter and conduct, and his severe critical atti- 
tude to the case was evident. And, what’s more# 
he went into psychological subtleties into 
which he could not have cnterecl, if he had 
the least conscious and malicious prejudice 
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against the prisoner. But there are things which 
arc even worse, even more fatal in such cases, 
than tlie most malicious and consciously un- 
fair attitude. It is worse if we are carried away 
by the artistic instinct, by the desire to create, 
so to speak, a romance, especially if God has 
endowed us with psychological insight. Before 
I started on my way here, 1 was warned in 
Petersburg, and was myself aware, that I should 
find here a talented opponent whose psycho- 
logical insight and subtlety had gained him 
pec uliar renown in Ic'gal circles of recent years. 
But profound as psychology is, it’s a knife that 
cuts both ways.” (Laughter among the pub- 
lic.) ”You will, of course, forgive me my com- 
parison: I can’t boast ot elo(]uenrc. But I will 
take as an example any point in the prosecu- 
tor’s speech. 

“"riic prisoner, running away in the garden 
in the dark, c limbed f:)V(!r the fern c, was seized 
by the servant, and knocked him down with 
a brass pestle. I’hen he jumped back into the 
garden and spent five minutes over the man, 
trying to discover whether he had killed him 
or not. And the '^nitor refuses to believe 
the prisoner's statement that he ran to old 
(irigory out of pity. ‘No,’ he says, ‘such sensi- 
bility is impossible at such a moment, that’s 
unnatural: he ran to find out whether the only 
witness of his crime was dead or alive, and so 
showed that he had committed the murder, 
since he would not have lun back for any 
other reason.’ 

“Here you have psychology: but let us take 
the same method and apply it to the case the 
other way round, and our result will be no 
less probable. The murderer, we arc told, leapt 
down to find out, as a ])recantion, whether the 
witness was alive or not, yet he had left in his 
murdered father’sstudy as the prosecutor him- 
self argues, an amazing piece of evidence in 
the shape of a torn envelope, with an inscrip- 
tion that there had been three thousand rou- 
bles in it. ‘If he had carried that envelope away 
with him, no one in the world w'ould have 
know n of that envelope and of the noU*s in it, 
and that the money had been stolen by the pris- 
oner.’ I'hosc arc the prosecutor’s own words. 
So on one side you see a complete absence of 
precaution, a man who has lost his head and 
lun aw\'iy in a fright, leaving that clue on the 
floor, and two minutes later, when he has 
killed another man, we are entitled to assume 
the most heartless and calculating foresight 
in him. But even admitting this was so, it is 
psychological subtlety,! suppose, that discerns 


that under certain circumstances I become as 
bloodthirsty and keen-sighted as a Caucasian 
eagle, while at the next I am as timid and blind 
as a mole. But if I am so bloodthirsty and 
cruelly calculating that when 1 kill a man I 
only run back to find out whether he is alive 
to witness against me, why should I spend five 
minutes looking after my victim at the risk of 
encountering other witnesses? Why soak my 
handkerchief, wiping the blcjod off his head so 
that it may be evidence against me later? If he 
were so cold-hearted and calculating, why not 
hit the servant on the head again and again 
with the same pestle so as to kill him outright 
and relieve himself of all anxiety about the 
witness? 

“Again, though he ran to sec whether the 
witness was alive, he left another witness on the 
path, that brass pestle which he had taken 
from the two w^omen, and which they could al- 
%vays rccf)gnise afterwards as theirs, and prove 
that he had taken it from them. And it is not 
as though he had forgotten it on the path, 
dropped it through carelessness or haste, no, he 
had flung away his weapon, for it was found 
fifteen paces from where Grigory lay. Why did 
he do so? Just because he was grieved at liav- 
ing killc*cl a man, an old servant: and he flung 
away the pestle with a curse, as a murderous 
weape^n. 'Fhat’s how it must have been, what 
other icMson could he have had for throwing 
it so lat? And if he was capable of feeling grief 
and pity at having killed a man, it shows that 
he was innocent ot his father’s murder. Had he 
murdered him, he would never have run to 
another victimoin of pity: then he would have 
felt differently: his ilmughts would have been 
centred on self-pif '.orvation. He would have 
had none to spare for pity, that is beyond 
doubt. On the contrary, he would have broken 
his skull instead of spending five minutes 
looking alter him. There was room lor pity 
and gcx)d-feeling just because his conscience 
had been clear till then. Here wt have a differ- 
ent psychology. 1 have purposely resorted to 
this method, gentlemen of the jury, to show 
that you can prove anything by it. It all de- 
pends on who makes use ol it. Psychology lures 
even most serious people into romancing, and 
c|u»ic unconsciously. 1 am speaking of the 
abuse of psychology, gentlemen.” 

Sounds of approval and laughter, at the ex- 
pense ol the prosecutor, were again audible 
in the court. I will not repeat the speech in de- 
tail: 1 w'ill only cjuotc some passages from it, 
some leading points. 
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Chapter ii. There Was No Money. 
There Was No Robbery 
There was one point that struck everyone in 
Fetyukovitch*s speech. He flatly denied the 
existence of the fatal three thousand roubles, 
and consequently, the possibility of their hav- 
ing been stolen. 

“Gentlemen of the jury,** he began. “Every 
new and unprejudiced observer must be struck 
by a characteristic peculiarity in the present 
case, namely, the charge of robbery, and the 
complete impossibility of proving that there 
was anything to be stolen. We are told that 
money was stolen— three thousand roubles— 
but whether those roubles ever existed, no- 
body knows. Consider, how have we heard of 
that sum, and who has seen the notes? The 
only person who saw them, and stated that 
they had been put in the envelope, was the 
servant, Smerdyakov. He had spoken of it to 
the prisoner and his brother, Ivan Fyodoro- 
vitch, before the catastrophe- Madame Svyet- 
lov, too, had been told of it. But not one of 
these three persons had actually seen the notes, 
no one but Smerdyakov had seen them. 

*'Here the question arises, if it’s true that 
they did exist, and that Smerdyakov had seen 
them, when did he sec them for the last time? 
What if his master had taken the notes from 
under his bed and put them back in his cash- 
box without telling him? Note, that according 
to Smerdyakov’s story the notes were kept un- 
der the mattress; the prisoner must have puljcd 
them out, and yet the bed was absolutely un- 
rumpled; that is carefully retorded in the pro- 
tocol. How could the prisoner have found the 
notes without disturbing the bed? How could 
he have helped soiling with his blood-stained 
hands the fine and spotless linen with which 
the bed had been purposely made? 

“But I shall be asked: What about the en- 
velope on the floor? Yes, it’s worth saying a 
word or tw’o about that envelope. 1 was some- 
what surprised just now to hear the highly 
talented prosecutor declare of himself— of him- 
self, observe- that but for that envelope, but for 
its being left on the floor, no one in tlic world 
would have known of the existence fif that en- 
velope and the notes in it, and therefore of the 
prisoner’s having stolen it. And so that torn 
scrap of paper is, by the prosecutor’s own ad- 
mission, the sole proof on which the charge 
of robbery rests, ‘otherwise no one would have 
known of the robbery, nor perhaps even of 
the money.’ But is the mere fact that that 


scrap of paper was lying on the floor a proof 
that there was money in it, and that that money 
had been stolen? Yet. it will be objected, Smer- 
dyakov had seen the money in the envelope. 
But when, when had he seen it for the last 
time, I ask you that? I talked to Smerdyakov, 
and he told me that he had seen the notes two 
days before the catastrophe. Then why not im- 
agine that old Fyodor Pavlovitch, locked up 
alone in impatient and hysterical expecta- 
tion of the object of his adoration, may have 
whiled away the time by breaking open the en- 
velope and taking out the notes. ‘What’s the 
use of the envelope?’ he may have asked him- 
self. ‘She won’t believe the notes arc there, but 
when I show her the thirty rainbow-coloured 
notes in one roll, it will make more impression, 
you may be sure, it will make her mouth 
water.* And so he tears open the envelope, 
takes out the money, and flings the envelope 
on the floor, conscious of being the owner and 
untroubled by any fears of leaving evidence. 

“Listen, gentlemen, could anything be more 
likely than this tlie()ry and such an action? 
Why is it out of the question? But if anything 
of the sort could have taken place, the charge 
of robbery falls to the ground; it there was no 
money, there was nothclt of it. If the envelope 
on the floor may be taken as cvidciu e that there 
had been money in it, why may 1 not maintain 
the opposite, that the envelope was on the floor 
because the money had beenj^^ken from it by 
its owner? 

“But 1 shall be asked what became of the 
money if Fyodor Pavlovitch took it out of the 
envelope since it was not found when the 
police searched the house? In the first place, 
part of the money was found in the cash-box, 
and secondly, he might have taken it out that 
morning or the evening before to make some 
other use of it, to give or send it away; he may 
have changed his idea, his plan of action com- 
pletely, without thinking it necessary to an- 
nounce the fact to Smerdyakov beforehand. 
And if there is the barest possibility of such an 
explanation, how can the prisoner be so posi- 
tively accused of having conimittcd murder 
for the sake of robbery, and of having actually 
carried out that roobery? This is encroaching 
on the domain of romance. If it is maintained 
that something has been stolen, the thing must 
be produced, or at least its existence must 
be proved beyond doubt. Yet no one had ever 
seen these notes. 

“Not long ago in Petersburg a young man 
of eighteen, hardly more than a boy, who car- 
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ried on a small business as a costermonger, 
ivent in broad daylight into a moneychanger's 
shop with an axe, and with extraordinary, 
typical audacity killed the master of the shop 
and carried off fifteen hundred roubles. Five 
hours later he was arrested, and, except fxftecn 
roubles he had already managed to spend, the 
whole sum was found on him. Moreover, the 
shopman, on his return to the shop after the 
murder, informed the police not only of the 
exact sum stolen, but even of the notes and 
gold coins of which that sum was made up, and 
those very notes and coins were found on the 
criminal. This was followed by a full and gen- 
uine confession on the part of the murderer. 
That's what I call evidence, gentlemen of the 
jury! In that case I know, 1 see, I touch the 
money, and cannot deny its existence. Is it the 
same in the present case? And yet it is a ques- 
tion of life and death. 

“Yes, 1 shall be told, but he was carousing 
that night, squandering money; he was shown 
to have had fifteen hundred roubles— where 
did he get the money? But the very fact that 
only fifteen hundifd could be found, and the 
other half of the sum could nowhere be dis- 
covered, shows that that money was not ilie 
same, and had never been in any envelope. 
By strict calculation of time it was proved at 
the preliminary inquiry that the prisoner ran 
straight from tliose women servants to Perho- 
tin’s withoutgoinghome.and that he had been 
nowhere. So he had been all the time in com- 
pany and therefore cfmld not have divided 
the three thousand in half and hidden half in 
the town. It’s just this consideration that has 
h*d the prosecutor to assume that the money is 
hidden in some crevice at Mokroe. Why not in 
the dungeons of the castle of Udolpho, gentle- 
men? Isn't this supposition really too fantas- 
tic and too romantic? And observe, if that sup- 
position breaks down, the whole charge of 
robbery is scattered to the winds, for in that 
case wdiat could have become of the other fif- 
teen hundred roubles? By what miradc could 
they have disappeared, since it's proved the 
prisoner went nowhere else? And we .ire ready 
to ruin a man's life with such (ales! 

“I shall be told that he could not explain 
where he got the fifteen hundred that he had, 
and everyone knew that he was without rnc^ncy 
before that night. Who knew it, pray? The 
prisoner has made a clear and unflinching state- 
ment of the source of that money, and if you 
will have it so, gentlemen of the jury, noth- 
ing can be more probable than that statement, 
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and more consistent with the temper and spirit 
of the prisoner. The prosecutor is charmed 
with his own romance. A man of weak will, 
who had brought him.self to take the three 
thousand so insultingly offered by his be- 
trothed, could not, we arc told, have set aside 
half and sewn it up, but would, even if he had 
done so, have unpicked it every twf) days and 
taken out a hundred, and so would have spent 
it all in a month. All this, you will remember, 
was put forward in a tone what brooked no 
contradiction. But what if the thing happened 
quite differently? What if you've been weaving 
a romance, and about quite a different kind of 
man? I'hat's just it, you have invented quite a 
different man! 

“I shall be told, perhaps, there arc witnesses 
that he spent on one day all that three thou- 
sand given him by his betrothed a month be- 
fore the catastrophe, so he could not have di- 
vided the sum in half. But who arc these wit- 
nesses? The value of their evidence has been 
shown in court already. Besides, in another 
man's hand a crust always seems larger, arul 
no one of these witnesses counted that money; 
they all judged simply at sight. And the wit- 
ness Maximov has testified that the prisoner 
had twenty thousand in his hand. You sec. 
gentlemen of the jury, psychology is a two- 
edged weapon. Let me turn the other edge 
now and see w^hat comes of it. 

“.A month before the catastrophe the pris- 
oner was entrusted by Katerina Ivanovna with 
three thousand roubles to send off by post. But 
the question is: is it true that they were en- 
trusted to him in such an insulting and dc- 
giading way as w^as proclaimed just now? The 
first statement m.iile by the young lady on the 
subject w^as different, perfectly different. In 
the second statement wt heard only cries of 
resentment and revenge, cries of long-con- 
cealed hatred. And the very fact that the wit- 
ness gave her first evidence incorrectly, gives 
us a right to conclude that her second piece of 
evidence may h.i^c been incorrect also. The 
prosecutor will not, dare not (his own words) 
touch on that story. So be it. 1 will not touch 
on it either, bur will only venture to observe 
that if a lofty and high principled person, such 
ao that highly respected young lady un(|ues- 
tionably is. if such a pcison, I say, allows her- 
self suddenly in court to contradict her first 
statement, with the obvicnis motive of ruining 
the prisoner, it is clear that this evidence has 
been given not impartially, ,^iot coolly. Have 
not we the right to assume that a revengeful 
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woman might have exaggerated much? Yes, 
she may well have exaggerated, in particular, 
the insult and humiliation of her offering him 
the money. No, it was offered in such a way 
that it was possible to take it. especially for a 
man so easygoing as the prisoner, above all, 
as he expected to receive shortly from his fa- 
ther the three thousand roubles that he reck- 
oned was owing to him. It was unrellccting of 
him, but it was just his irresponsible want of 
reflection that made him so confident that his 
father would give him the money, that he 
would get it, and so could always dispatch the 
money entrusted to him and repay the debt. 

“But the prosecutor refuses to allow that he 
could the same day have set aside half the 
money and sewn it up in a little bag. That's 
not his character, he tells us, he couldn’t have 
had such feelings. But yet he talked himself 
of the broad Karamazov nature; he cried out 
about the two extremes which a Karamazov 
can contemplate at once. Karaiiia/ov is just 
such a two-sided nature, fluctuating between 
two extremes, that even when moved by the 
most violent craving for riotous gaiety, he can 
pull himself up, if something strikes him on 
the other side. And on the other side is love— 
that new love which had flamed up in his 
heart, and for that love he needed money; oh, 
far more than for carousing with his mistress. 
If she were to say to him, ‘I am yours, I won’t 
have Fyodor Pavloviich,’ then he must have 
monc) to take her away. That was more im- 
portant than carousing. Could a Karamazov 
fail to understand it? 'Fhat anxiety was just 
what he was suffering from— what is there im- 
probable in his laying aside that money and 
concealing it in case of emergency? 

“But time passed, and Fyodor Pavlovitch 
did not give the prisoner the expected three 
thousand; on the contrary, the latter heard 
that he meant to use this sum to seduce the 
woman he, the prisoner, loved. ‘If Fyodor Pav- 
lovitch doesn't give the money,’ he thought, 
‘1 shall be put in the position of a thief before 
Katerina Ivanovna.’ And then the idea pre- 
sented itself to him that he would go to Ka- 
terina Ivanovna, lay before her the fifteen 
hundred roubles he still carried round his 
neck, and say, ‘1 am a scoundrel, but not a 
thief.’ So here we have already a twofold rea- 
son why he should guard that sum of money 
as the apple of his eye, why he shouldn't un- 
pick the little bag, and spend it a hundred at a 
time. Why should you deny the prisoner a 
sense of honour? Yes, he has a sense of honour. 


granted that it’s misplaced, granted it’s often 
mistaken, yet it exists and amounts to a pas- 
sion, and he has proved that. 

“But now the affair becomes even more com- 
plex; his jealous torments reach a climax, and 
those same two questions torture his fevered 
brain more and more: ‘If I repay Katerina 
Ivanovna, where can I find the means (o go off 
with Grushenka?’ If he behaved wildly, drank, 
and made disturbances in the taverns in the 
course of that month, it was perhaps because 
he was wretched and strained l)eyond his pow- 
ers of endurance. These two questions became 
so acute that they drove him at last to despair, 
lie sent his younger brother to beg for the 
last time for the three thousand roubles, but 
without waiting for a reply, burst in himself 
and ended by beating the old man in the pres- 
ence of witnesses. After that he had no pros- 
pect of getting it from anyone; his father 
ivould not give it him after that beating. 

“The same evening he struck himself on the 
breast, just on the upper part of the breast 
where the little bag was, and swore to his 
brother that he had the means of not being a 
scoundrel, but that still he would remain a 
scoundrel, for he foresaw that he would not 
use that means, that he wouldn't have the char- 
acter. that he wouldn’t have the will-power to 
do it. Why, why does the prosecutor refuse to 
believe the evidence of Alexey Karama/ov, 
given so genuinely and sinccrejy, so spontane- 
ously and convincingly? And why, on the con- 
trary, does he force me to believe in money 
hidden in a crcrvicc, in the dungeons of ihe 
castle of Udolpho? 

“'Fhc same evening, after his talk with his 
brother, the prisoner wrote that fatal letter, 
and that letter is the chief, the most stupen- 
dcjus proof of the prisoner having committed 
robbery! ‘I shall beg from everyone, and if I 
don’t get it I shall murder my father and shall 
take the envelope with the pink ribbon on it 
from under his mattress as soon as Ivan has 
gone.’ A full programme of the murder, we are 
told, so it must have been he. ‘It has all been 
done as he wrote,’ cries the proreculor. 

“But in the first place*, it’s Ihe letter of a 
drunken man and written in great irritation; 
secondly, he writes of the envelope bom what 
he has heard from Smerdyakov again, for he 
has not seen the envelope himself; and third- 
ly, he wrote it indeed, but how' can you prove 
that he did it? Did the prisoner take the en- 
velope from under the pillow, did he find the 
money, did that money exist indeed? And was 
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it to f^ct money that the prisoner ran off, if you 
rememher? He ran olF posl-Jiaslc not to steal, 
but to find out where she was, the woman who 
had crushed him. He was not running to carry 
out a piojrraiTime, to carry out what he had 
written, that is, not tor an act of premeditated 
robbery, but he ran suddenly, spontaneously, 
in a jealous fury. Ycsl I shall be told, but when 
he got there and murdered him he seized the 
money, too. But did he murder him alter all? 
The charge of robbery I repudiate with indig- 
nation. A man cannot be accused oi robbery, 
if it’s impossible to state accurately what he 
has stolen; that’s an axiom. But did he murder 
him without robbery, did he murder him at 
all? Is that proved? Isn’t that, too, a lomancc?” 

Chal)ter 12. And riicre AVas 
i\() Murder Eiihcr 

“Allow me, gentlemen of the jury, to remind 
you that a man’s life is at stake and that you 
must be carelul.We have heard the prosecutor 
himself admit that until to-day he lu'sitatc'd to 
accuse the prisoner of a lull and conscious prc‘- 
mcditation of ‘’ue; he hesitated till he 

saw that lalal drunken letter which was pro- 
duced in court to-day. ‘All was clone as writ- 
ten.’ But, 1 repc'at again, he was tunning to 
her, to seek her, solely to find out where she 
was. That’s a fact that can’t he disputed. Had 
she bc'en at home, he would not have run away, 
l)Ut would have remained at her side, and so 
would not ha\e done wfiat he promised in the 
letter. He ran unexpectedly and accidentally, 
and by that time very likely he did not c'\en 
remember his di unken letter. 'He snatched up 
the pestle,’ they say, and you will remember 
how a whole edific c of psychology was built on 
that pestle— why he was bound to look at that 
jjc'stle as a weapon, to «natch it up, and so on, 
and so on. A very commonplace idea occurs to 
me at this point: What if that pestle had not 
bc*en in siglit. had not bt'en lying on the shelf 
from which it was snatched by the prisoner, 
but had been put away in a cupboard?!! would 
not have caught the pri.soner’s eye, and he 
would have run away without a weapon, with 
.empty hands, and then he would ccTtainly not 
have killc'd anyone. How then can 1 look upon 
the pestle as a proof of premeditation? 

“Yes, but he talked in the taverns of murder- 
ing In’s father, and two days before, on the eve- 
ning w'hen he wrote his drunken letter, he was 
cjuiet and only c|uarrelled with a shopman in 
the tavern, because a Karamazov could not 
help cpiarrelling, forsooth 1 But my answer to 


that is, that, if he was planning such a murder 
in accordance with his letter, he certainly 
would not have cjuarrelled even with a shop- 
man, and probitbly wmild not have gone into 
the tavern at all, because a person plotting 
sucit a crime seeks c|uict and retirement, seeks 
to efface himself, to avoid being seen and 
heard, and that not from calculation, but from 
instinct. Gentlemen of the jury, the psycho- 
logical method is a two-edged weapon, and wx*, 
too, can use it. As for all this shouting in tav- 
erns throughout the month, dcjn’t we often 
fiear children, or drunkards coming out of 
taverns shout. Til kill you’? but they don’t 
murder anyone. And that fatal letter— isn’t 
that simply drunken irrit.ibility, too? Isn't that 
simply the shout of the brawler outside the 
tavexn. Til kill you! I’ll kill the lot of you!* 
Wfiy not, why could it not be that? What rea- 
son have we to call that letter ‘fatal’ rather 
than absurd? Because his taiherli.isbeen found 
murdered, because a witness saw the prisoner 
running out of the gaulen with a wcapf)n in 
his liand, and was knocked down by him: 
therefoie, we are told, e\eryihing was done as 
he had planned in writing, and the letter was 
not ‘absurd,’ but ‘fatal.’ 

“Now. thank God! we’ve conic to the real 
point: ‘since he was in the garden, he must 
ha\e muiclered him.’ In those few words: ‘since 
lie xvas, then he must* lies the whole case for 
the prosecution. I le was there, so he must have. 
Ariel what if there is no must about it, even it 
he was there? Oh, I admit that the chain of evi- 
dence— the coincidences— are really suggestive. 
But examine all these facts separately, regard- 
less of their connection. Why. for instance, 
does the prosecution refuse to admit the truth 
of the prisoner's statement that he ran away 
from his fathe/s window? Remember the sar- 
casms in which the prosecutor indulged at the 
expense of the respectful and ‘])ious’ senti- 
ments which suddenly came over the mur- 
derer. But what if there were something of the 
sort, a feeling of leligicnis awe, if not of filial 
respect? ‘My mother must have been praying 
for me at that moment,’ wxxe the prisoner’s 
words at the preliminary inejuiry, and so he 
rm away as soon as he convinced himself 
tiiat Madame Svyetlov was not in hi.s father’s 
house. ‘But he could not convince himself by 
looking through the window,’ the prosecutor 
objects. But why couldn’t he? W’hy? The win- 
dow opened ;it the signals given by the prison- 
er. Some word might havedieen uttered by 
Fyodor Pavlovitch, some exclamation which 
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showed the prisoner that she was not there, heartlcssiicss ascribed to him by the prosecutor 


Why should wc assume everything as we im- 
agine it, as we make up our minds to imagine 
it? A thousand things may happen in reality 
which elude the subtlest imagination. 

“ ‘Yes, but Grigory saw the door open and 
so tJie prisoner certainly was in the house, 
therefore he killed him.’ Now alK)ut that door, 
gentlemen of the jui 7 . . . . Observe that we 
have only the statement of one witness as to 
that door, and he was at the time in such a con- 
dition. that But supposing the door was 

open; supposing the prisoner has lied in deny- 
ing it, from an instinct of self-defence, natural 
in his position; supposing he did go into the 
house— well, what then? How does it follow 
that because he was there he ctmimitted the 
murder? He might have dashed in, run through 
the rooms; might have pushed his father away; 
might have struck him; but as soon as he had 
made sure Madame Svyetlov was not there, he 
may have run away rejoicing that she was not 
there and that he had not killed his father. 
And it was perhaps just because he had es- 
caped from the temptation to kill his father, 
because he had a clear conscience and was re- 
joicing at not having killed him, that he was 
capable of a pure feeling, the feeling of pity 
and compassion, and leapt off the fence a min- 
ute later to the assistance of Grigory after he 
had, in his excitement, knocked him down. 

“With terrible eloquence the prosecutor has 
described to us the dreadful state of the pris- 
oner's mind at Mokroe when love again layjjc- 
fore him calling him to new life, while love was 
impossible for him because he had his father’s 
bloodstained corpse behind him and bciyond 
that corpse— retribution. And yet the prosecu- 
tor allowed him love, which he explained, ac- 
cording to his method, talkingabouthisdrunk- 
en condition, about a criminal being taken to 
execution, about it being still far off, and so on 
and so on. But again I ask, Mr. Prosecutor, 
have you not invented a new personality? Is the 
prisoner so coarse and heartless as to be able 
to think at that moment of love and of dodges 
to escape punishment, if his hands were really 
stained with his father’s blood? No, no. no! As 
soon as it was made plain to him that she loved 
him and called him to her side, promising him 
new happiness, oh I then, I protest he must 
have felt the impulse to suicide doubled, tre- 
bled, and must have killed himself, if he had 
his father's murder on his conscience. Oh, no! 
he would not have forgotten where his pistols 
layl 1 know the prisoner: the savage, stony 


IS inconsistent with his character. He would 
have killed himself, that's certain. He did not 
kill himself just because ‘his mother’s prayers 
had saved him,' and he was innocent of his 
father’s blood. He was troubled, he was griev- 
ing that night at Mokroe only about old Grig- 
ory and praying to God that the old man would 
recover, that his blow had not been latal, and 
that he would not have to suffer for it. Why 
not accept such an interpretation of the facts? 
What trustworthy proof have that the pris- 
oner is lying? 

“But we shall be told at once again, ‘There 
is his father’s corpse! If he ran away without 
murdering him, who did murder him?' Here, 
I repeat, you have the whole logic of the prose- 
cution. Who murdered him, if not he? There’s 
no one to put in his place. 

“Gentlemen of the jury, is that really so? Is 
it positively, actually true that there is no one 
else at all? We’ve heard the prosecutor count 
on his fingers all the persons who were in that 
house that night. They were five in number: 
three of them, I agree, could not have been 
responsible- the murdered man himself, old 
Grigory, and his wife. There are left then the 
prisoner and Smerdyakov, and the prosecutor 
dramatically exclaims that the prisoner point- 
ed to Smerdyakov because he had no one else 
to fix on, that had there been a sixth person, 
even a phantom of a sixth p^son, he would 
have abandoned the charge against Smerdya- 
kov at once in shame ancl have accuscxl that 
other. But, gentlemen of the jury, why may I 
not draw the very opposite conclusion? There 
are two persons— the prisoner and Smerdya- 
kov. Why can I not say that you accuse my 
client, simply because you have no one else to 
accuse? And you have no one else only because 
you have determined to exclude Smerdyakov 
from all suspicion. 

“It's true, indeed, Smerdyakov is accused 
only by the prisoner, his two brothers, and 
Madame Svyetlov. But there are others who 
accuse him: there arc vague rumours of a ejues- 
tion, of a suspicion, an obscure report, a feel- 
ing of expectation. Finally, we have the evi- 
dence of a combination of facts very sugges- 
tive, though, I admit, inconclusive. In the 
first place we have precisely oit the day of the 
catastrophe that fit, for the genuineness of 
which the prosecutor, for some reason, has felt 
obliged to make a careful defence. Then Smerd- 
yakov's sudden suicide on the eve of the trial. 
Then the equally startling evidence given in 
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court to-day by the elder of the prisoner's 
brothers, who had believed in his guilt, but 
has to-day produced a bundle of notes and 
proclaimed Smerdyakov as the murderer. Oh, 
I fully share the court’s and the prosecutor’s 
conviction that Ivan Karamazov is suffering 
from brain fever, that his statement may really 
be a desperate effort, planned in delirium, to 
save his brother by throwing the guilt on the 
dead man. But again Smerdyakov’s name is 
pronounced, again there is a suggestion of 
mystery. ’Fhere is something unexplained, in- 
complete. And perhaps it may one day be ex- 
plained. But we won’t go into that now. Of 
that later. 

“I'he court has resolved to go on with the 
trial, but, meantime, I might make a few re- 
marks about the character-sketch of Smerdya- 
kov drawn with subtlety and talent by the 
prosecutor. But while I admire his talent I 
cannot agree with him. I have visited Smerd- 
yakov, I have seen him and talked to him, and 
lie made a very different impression on me. He 
was weak in health, it is true; but in character, 
in spirit, he wa, no means the weak man 
the prosecutor has made him out to be. I found 
in him no trace of the timidity on which the 
prosecutor so insisted. There was no simplicity 
about him, cither. I found in him, on the con- 
trary, an extreme inistrustlulness concealed 
under a mask of naivete, and an intelligence 

considerable range. The prosecutor was too 
simple ill taking iiim for weak-minded. He 
iniade a very definite impression on me: I left 
him with the conviction that lie was a distinct- 
ly spiteful creature, excessively ambitious, vin- 
dit tive, and intensely envious. 1 made some in- 
quiries: he resented his parentage, was ashamed 
of it, and would clench his teeth when he re- 
membered that he was the son of ‘stinking 
Lizaveta.' He was disrespectful to the servant 
Grigory and his wife, who had cared for him 
in his childh<K)d. He cursed and jeered at Rus- 
sia. He dreamed of going to France and be- 
coming a Frenchman. He used often to say 
that he hadn’t the means to do so. I fancy he 
loved no one but himself and had a strangely 
high opinion of himself. His conception of cul- 
ture was limited to good clothes, clean shirt- 
fronts and polished boots. Believing himself 
to be the illegitimate son of Fyodor Pavlovitch 
(there is evidence of this), he might well have 
resented his position, compared with that of 
his master’s legitimate sons. I'hcy had every- 
thing, he nothing. They had all the rights, 
they had the inheritance, while he was only 


the cook. He told me himself that he had 
helped Fyodor Pavlovitch to put the notes in 
the envelope. The destination of that sum— a 
sum which would have made his career— must 
have been hateful to him. Moreover, he sav/ 
three thousand roubles in new rainbow-col- 
oured notes. (1 asked him about that on pur- 
pose.) Oh, beware of showing an ambitious 
and envious man a large sum of money at 
once I And it was the first time he had seen so 
much money in the hands of one man. 'Fhe 
sight of the rainbow-coloured notes may hiive 
made a morbid impression on his imagination, 
but with no immediate results. 

“The talented prosecutor, with extraordi- 
nary subtlety, sketched for us all the argu- 
ments for and against the hypothesis of Smerd- 
yakov’s guilt, and asked us in particular what 
motive he had in feigning a fit. But he may 
not have been feigning at all, the fit may have 
happened quite naturally, but it may have 
passed off quite naturally, and the sick man 
may have recovered, not completely perhaps, 
but still regaining consciousness, as happens 
with epileptics. 

“'I'hc prosecutor asks at what moment could 
Smerdyakov have committed the murder. But 
it is very easy to point out that moment. He 
might have waked up from deep sleep (for he 
was only asleep— an epileptic fit is always fol- 
lowed by a deep sleep) at that moment when 
the old Grigory shouted at the top of his voice 
‘Parricide!’ That shout in the dark and still- 
ness may have waked Smerdyakov whose sleep 
may have been less sound at the moment: he 
might naturally have waked up an hour bc- 
ftire. 

“Getting out ol bed, he goes almost uncon- 
sciously and with no definite motive towards 
the sound to sec what’s the matter. His head 
is still clouded with his attack, his faculties are 
half asleep; but, once in the garden, he walks 
to the lighted windows and he hears terrible 
news from his master, who would be, of course, 
glad to see him. His mind sets to work at once. 
He hears ail the details from his frightened 
master, and gradually in his disordered brain 
there shapes itself an idea— terrible, but seduc- 
tive and irresistibly logical. 'I'o kill the old 
man, take the three thousand, and throw all 
the blame on to his young master. A terrible 
lust of money, of booty, might seize upon him 
as he realised his security from detection. Oh! 
these sudden and irresistible impulses come so 
often when there is a favourable opportunity, 
and especially with murderers who have had 
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no idea of committing a murder beforehand. 
And Smerdyakov may have gone in and car- 
ried out his plan. With what weapon? Why, 
with any stone picked up in the garden. But 
what for, with what object? Why. the three 
thousand which means a career for him. Oh, I 
am not contradicting myself— the money may 
have existed. And perhaps Smerdyakov alone 
knew where to find it, where his master kept 
it. And the covering of the money— the torn 
envelope on the floor? 

“Just now, when the prosecutor was ex- 
plaining his subtle theory that only an inex- 
perienced thief like Karamazov would have 
left the envelope on the floor, and not one 
like Smerdyakov, who would have avoided 
leaving a piece of evidence against himself, T 
thought as I listened that I was hearing some- 
thing very familiar, and. would you believe it, 
I have heard that very argument, that very con- 
jecture, of how Karama/ov would have be- 
haved. precisely two days before, from Smerd- 
yakov himself. What’s more, it struck me at 
the time. I fancied that there was an artificial 
simplicity about him; that he was in a hurry 
to suggest this idea to me that I might fancy 
it was my own. He insinuated it, as it were. 
Did he not insinuate the same idea at the in- 
quiry and suggest it to the talented prosecu- 
tor? 

“I shall be asked, ’What about the old wom- 
an, Grigory’s wife? She heard the sick man 
moaning close by, all night.’ Yes, she heard it, 
but that evidence is extremely unreliable. 1 
knew a lady who complained bitterly that she 
had been kept awake all niglit by a dog in the 
yard. Yet the poor beast, it appeared, had only 
yelped once or twice in the night. And that’s 
natural. If anyone is asleep and hears a groan 
he wakes up, annoyed at being ^\aked, but 
instantly falls asleep again. Two hours later, 
again a groan, he wakes up and falls asleep 
again; and the same thing again two hours 
later— three times altogether in the night. Next 
morning the sleeper wakes up and complains 
that someone has been groaning all night and 
keeping him awake. And it is bound to seem so 
to him: the intervals ol two hours of sleep he 
docs not remember, he only remembers the 
moments of waking, so he feels he has been 
waked up all night. 

“But why. why, asks the prosecutor, did not 
Smerdyakov confess in his last letter? Why did 
his conscience prompt him to one step and not 
to both? But, excuse me, conscience implies 
penitence, and the suicide may not have felt 


penitence, but only despair. Despair and peni- 
tence arc two very different things. Despair 
may be vindictive and irreconcilable, and the 
suicide, laying his hands on himself, may well 
have felt redoubled hatred for those whom he 
had envied all his life. 

“Gentlemen of the jury, beware of a mis- 
carriage of justice! What is there unlikely in 
all I have put before you just now? Find the 
error in my reasoning: find the impossibility, 
the absurdity. And if there is but a shade of 
possibility, but a shade of probability in my 
propositions, do not condemn him. And is 
there only a shade? I swear by all that is sacred, 
1 fully believe in the explanation of the mur- 
der 1 have just put forward. What troubles me 
and makes me indignant is that of all the mass 
of facts heaped up by the prosecution against 
the prisoner, there is not a single one certain 
and irrefutable. And yet the unhaj)py man is 
to be ruined by the accumulation ot these latts. 
Yes, the acc umulated eflect is awful: the blood, 
the blood dripping from his fingers, the blood- 
stained shirt, the dark night resounding with 
the siiout ‘Farricidel’ and the old man falling 
with a broken head. And then the mass of 
phrases, statements, gestures, shouts! Oh! this 
has so much influence, it c.in so bias the mind; 
but, gentlemen ot the jury, can it bias your 
minds? Remember, you have been given abso- 
lute power to bind and to loose, but the great- 
er the power, the more terrible its responsibil- 
ity. ^ 

“I do not draw back one iota Irom what I 
have said just now, but suppose for one mo- 
ment I agreed with the prosecution that my 
luckless client had stained his hands with his 
father’s blood. Fhis is only hypothesis. I re- 
peat; I never tor one instant doubt ot his in- 
noceme. But, so be it, I assume that my client 
is guilty of parricide. F.ven so, hear what I 
have to say. I have it in my heart to say sr)nic- 
thing more to you, for I feel that there must 
be a great conflict in your hearts and minds. 
. . . Forgive my referring to your hearts and 
minds, gentlemen of the jury, but 1 want to 
be truthful and sincere to the end. Let us all 
be sincere!’’ 

At this point the speech was intcrrupled by 
rather loud applause. Fhe last wonls, indeed, 
were pronounced with a note of such sincerity 
that everyone felt that he really might have 
something to say, and that what he was about 
to say would be of the greatest ronsetjuencc. 
But the President, hearing the applause, in a 
loud voice threatened to clear the court if such 
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an incident were repeated. Every sound was 
hushed and Felyukovitch began in a \oicc full 
of feeling quite unlike the tone he had used 
hitherto. 

Chapter ij, A Corrupter of Thought 

“Tt*s not only the accumulation of facts that 
threatens my client with ruin, gentlemen of 
the jury/' he began, “what is really damning 
for my client is one fact— the dead body of his 
father. Had it been an ordinary case of mur- 
der you would have rejected the charge in 
view of the triviality, the incompleteness, and 
the fantastic character of the evidence, if you 
examine each part of it separately; or, at least, 
you would have hesitated to ruin a man's life 
simply from the prejudice against him which 
he has, alas! only too well deserved, liut it's 
not an ordinary case ol murder, it’s a case ot 
parricide. 'Miat impresses men’s minds, and to 
such a degree that the very triviality and in- 
completenc^ss of the evidence becomes less triv- 
ial anci less incomplete even to an unpreju- 
diced mind. How can such a prisoner be ac- 
cpiiitcd? What 7 tio committed the murder 
and gets off unpunished? I'hat is what every- 
one, almost involuntarily, instinctively, feels 
at heart. 

“Yes, it's a fearful thing to shed a father's 
blood— the father who has begotten me, loved 
me, not spared his life for me, grieved over 
my illnesses from childhood up, troubled all 
his life for my happiness, and has lived in my 
joys, in rny successes. Id murder such a father 
—that’s inconceivable. Gentlemen of the jury, 
what is a father— a real father? What is the 
meaning of that great word? What is the great 
idea in that name? We have just indicated in 
part what a true lather is and what he ought to 
be. In the c:ise in w^hich we are now’ so deeply 
occupied and o\er which our hearts are ach- 
ing— in the present case, the father, Fyodor 
Pavlov itch Karamazov, did not correspond to 
that conception of a father to which we have 
just referred. That’s the misiortune. And in- 
deed some fathers are a misfortune. Let us ex- 
amine this misfortune rather more closely: wc 
must shrink from nc^thing, gentlemen of the 
jury, considering the importance of the deci- 
sion you have to make. It’s our particular duty 
not to shrink from any idea, like children or 
frightened women, as the talented prosecutor 
happily expresses it. 

“But in the course of his heated speech my 
esteemed opponent (and he was my opponent 
before 1 opened my lips) exclaimed several 
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times, ‘Oh, I will not yield the defence of the 
prisoner to the lawyer who has come down 
from Petersburg. I accuse, but I defend also!' 
He exclaimed that several times, but forgot 
to mention that if this terrible prisoner was 
for twenty-three years so grateful for a mere 
pound of nuts given him by the only man who 
had been kind to him, as a child in his father's 
house, might not such a man well have remem- 
bered for twTrity-thrce years how he ran in his 
father’s back-yard, ‘witlujut boots on his feet 
and with his little trousers hanging by one 
button’— to use the expression of the kind- 
hearted doctor, Herzenstube? 

“Oh, gentlemen of the jury, why need we 
look more closely at this misfortune, why re- 
peat what we all know already? What dicl my 
client meet with when he arrived here, at his 
father’s house, and why depict my client as a 
heartless egoist and monster? He is uncon- 
trolled, he is wild and unruly— we are trying 
him now for that— but who is responsible for 
his life? Who is responsible lor his having rc- 
cei\ed such an unstxmly bringing up, in spite 
of his excellent disposition and his grateful 
and sensitive heart? Dicl anyone train him 
to be reasonable? Was he enlightened by 
study? Did anyone love him ever so little in 
his childhood? My client was left to the care of 
Providence like a beast of the field. He thirsted 
perhaps to see his father after long years of 
separation. A thousand times perhaps he may, 
recalling his childhood, have driven away the 
loathsome phantoms that haunted his childish 
dreams and with all his heart he may have 
longed to embrace and to forgive his falherl 
And what awailed him? He was met by cynical 
taunts, suspicions and WTangling about mon- 
ey. He heard nothing but revolting talk and 
vicious precepts uttered daily over the brandy, 
and at last he saw his father seducing his 
mistress from him with his own money. Oh, 
gentlemen of the jury, that was cruel and re- 
volting! And that old man was always com- 
plaining of the disrespect and cruelty of his 
son. He slandered him in society, injured him. 
calumniated him, bought up his unpaid debts 
to gel him ilirown into prison. 

“Gentlemen of the jury, people like my 
client, who are fierce, unruly, and uncontrolled 
on the surface, arc sometimes, most frequently 
indeed, exceedingly tender-hearted, only they 
don’t express it. Don’t laugh, don't laugh at 
my idea! The talented prosecutor laughed 
mercilessly just now at my client for loving 
Schiller- loving the sublime and beautiful! 1 
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should not have laughed at that in his place. 
Yes, such natures— oh, let me speak in defence 
of such natures, so often and so cruelly misun- 
derstood— these natures often thirst for ten- 
derness, goodness, and justice, as it were, in 
contrast to themselves, their unruliness, their 
ferocity— they thirst for it unconsciously. Pas- 
sionate and fierce on the surface, they are pain- 
fully capable of loving woman, for instance, 
and with a spiritual and elevated love. Again 
do not laugh at me, this is very often the case 
in such natures. But they cannot hide their 
passions— sometimes very coarse— and that is 
conspicuous and is noticed, but the inner man 
is unseen. 'Fheir passions are quickly exhaust- 
ed; but, by the side of a noble and lofty crea- 
ture that seemingly coarse and rough man 
seeks a new life, seeks to correct himself, to be 
better, to become noble and honourable, ‘sub- 
lime and beautiful,’ however much the expres- 
sion has been ridiculed. 

“I said just now that I would not venture to 
touch upon my client’s engagement. But I may 
say half a word. What we heard just now was 
not evidence, but only the scream of a frenzied 
and revengeful woman, and it was not for her 
—oh, not for her!— to reproach him with 
treachery, for she has betrayed him! If she had 
had but a little time for rellection she would 
not have given such evidence. Oh, do not be- 
lieve her! No, my client is not a monster, as 
she called him! 

“The Lover of Mankind on the eve of His 
Crucifixion said: ‘I am the Good Shepherd. 
The good shepherd lays down his life for his 
sheep, so that not one of them might be lost.' 
Let not a man’s soul be lost through us! 

“I asked just now what does ’father’ mean, 
and exclaimed that it was a great word, a pre- 
cious name. But one must use words honestly, 
gentlemen, and I venture to call things by 
their right names: such a father as old Kara- 
mazov cannot be called a father and does not 
deserve to be. Filial love for an unworthy fa- 
ther is an absurdity, an impossibility. Love 
cannot be created from nothing: only God can 
create something from nothing. 

“ ’Fathers, provoke not your children to 
wrath,’ the apostle writes, from a heart glow- 
ing with love. It’s not for the sake of my client 
that I quote these sacred words, 1 mention 
them for all fathers. Who has authorised me to 
preach to fathers? No one. But as a man and a 
citizen 1 make my appeal — vocol We are 
not long on earth, we do many evil deeds and 
say many evil words. So let us all catch a fa- 


vourable moment when we are all together to 
say a good word to each other. That's what I 
am doing: while I am in this place I take ad- 
vantage of my opportunity. Not for nothing 
is this tribune given us by the highest author- 
ity-all Russia hears us! I am not speaking 
only for the fathers here present, 1 cry aloud 
to all fathers: ’Fathers, provoke not your chil- 
dren to wrath.' Yes, let us first fulfil Christ's in- 
junction ourselves and only then venture to 
expect it of our children. Otherwise we are not 
fathers, but enemies of our children, and they 
are not our children, but our enemies, and 
we have made them our enemies ourselves. 
’What measure ye mete it shall be measured 
unto you again’— it’s not I who say that, it’s the 
Gospel precept, measure to others according 
as they measure to you. How can we blame 
children if they measure us according to our 
measure? 

“Not long ago a servant girl in Finland was 
suspected of having secretly given birth to a 
child. She was watched, and a box of which 
no one knew anything was found in the corner 
of the loft, behind some bricks. It was opened 
and inside was found the body of a new-born 
child which she had killed. In the same box 
were found the skeletons of two other babies 
which, according to her own confession, she 
had killed at the moment of their birth. 

“Gentlemen of the jury, was she a mother 
to her children? She gave birth to them, in- 
deed; but was she a mother to them? Would 
anyone venture to give her the sacred name of 
mother? Let us be bold, gentlemen, let us be 
audacious even: it's our duty to be so at this 
moment and not to be afraid of certain words 
and ideas like the Moscow women in Ostrov- 
sky’s play, who arc scared at the sound of cer- 
tain words. No, let us prove that the progress 
of the last few years has touched even us, and 
let us say plainly, the father is not merely he 
who begets the child, but he who begets it and 
does his duty by it. 

“Oh, of course, there is the other meaning, 
there is the other interpretation of the word 
‘father,’ which insists that any father, even 
though he be a monster, even though he be 
the enemy of his children, still remains my 
father simply because he begot me. But this 
is, so to say, the mystical meaning which I can- 
not comprehend with my intellect, but can 
only accept by faith, or, better to say, on faith, 
like many other things which 1 do not under- 
stand, but which religion bids me believe. But 
in that case let it be kept outside the sphere of 
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actual life. In the sphere of actual life, which 
has, indeed, its own rights, but also lays upon 
us great duties and obligations, in that sphere, 
if we want to be humane— Christian, in fact— 
we must, or ought to, act only upon convic- 
tions justified by reason and experience, which 
have been passed through the crucible of anal- 
ysis: in a word, we must act rationally, and 
not as though in dream and delirium, that we 
may not do harm, that we may not ill-treat 
and ruin a man. Then it will be real Christian 
work, not only mystic, but rational and phil- 
anthropic. . . 

There was violent applause at this passage 
from many parts of the court, but Fetyiiko- 
vitch waved his hands as though imploring 
them to let him finish without interruption. 
The court relapsed into silence at once. The 
orator went on. 

“Do you suppose, gentlemen, that our chil- 
dren as they grow up and begin to reason can 
avoid such questions? No, they cannot, and 
we will not impose on them an impossible re- 
striction. The sight of an unworthy father in- 
voluntarily sutrgf ? tormenting questions to a 
young creature, especially when he compares 
iiim with the excellent fathers of his compan- 
ions. 'File conventional answer to this ques- 
tion is: ‘lie begot you, and you are his flesh 
and blood, and therefore you arc bound to love 
him.* The youth involuntarily reflects: ‘But 
did he love me when he begot me?' he asks, 
wontiering more and more. ‘Was it for my sake 
he begot me? He did nf)t know me, not even 
my sex, at that moment, at the moment of pas- 
sion, perhaps, inflamed by wine, and he has 
only transmitted to me a propensity to drunk- 
enness— that*s all he’s done for me. . . . Why 
am I bound to love him simply for begetting 
me when he has cared nothing for me all my 
life after?’ 

“Oh, perhaps those questions strike you as 
coarse and cruel, but do not expect an impos- 
sible restraint from a young mind. ‘Drive na- 
ture out of the door and it will fly in at the 
window,’ and, above all, let us not be afraid 
of words, but decide the question according 
to the dictates of reason and humanity and 
not of mystic ideas. How shall it be decided? 
Why, like this. Let the son stand before his 
father and ask him, 'Father, tell me, why must 
I love you? Father, show me that 1 must love 
you,’ and if that father is able to answer him 
and show him good reason, we have a real, 
normal, parental relation, not resting on mys- 
tical prejudice, but on a rational, responsible 


and strictly humanitarian basis. But if he does 
not, there’s an end to the family tie. He is not 
a father to him, and the son has a right to 
look upon him as a stranger, and even an ene- 
my. Our tribune, gentlemen of the jury, ought 
to be a school of true and sound ideas.’’ 

(Here the orator was interrupted by irre- 
pressible and almost frantic applause. Of 
course, it was not the whole audience, but a 
good half of it applauded. The fathers and 
mothers present applauded. Shrieks and ex- 
clamations were heard from the gallery, where 
the ladies were sitting. Handkerchiefs were 
waved. The President began ringing his bell 
with all his might. He was obviously irritated 
by the behaviour of the audience, but did not 
venture to clear the court as he had threat- 
ened. Even persons of high position, old men 
with stars on their breasts, sitting on specially 
reserved seats behind the judges, applauded 
the orator and waved their handkcrchiels. So 
that when the, noise died down, the President 
confined himself to repeating his stern threat 
to clear the court, and Fetyukovitch, excited 
and triumphant, continued his speech.) 

“Gentlemen of the jury, you remember that 
awful night of which so much has been said 
to-day, when the son got over the fence and 
stood face to face with the enemy and persecu- 
tor who had begotten him. I insist most em- 
phatically it was not for money he ran to his 
father's house: the charge of robbery is an ab- 
surdity, as I pri>ved before. And it was not to 
murder him he broke into the house, oh, nol 
If he had had that design he would, at least, 
have taken the precaution of arming himself 
beforehand. The brass pestle he caught up in- 
stinctively without knowing why he did it. 
Granted that he deceived his father by tap- 
ping at the window, granted that he made his 

way in I've said already that I do not for 

a moment believe that legend, but let it be so, 
let us suppose it for a moment. Gentlemen, I 
swear to you by all that’s holy, if it had not 
been his father, but an ordinary enemy, he 
would, after running through the rooms and 
satisfying himself that the woman was not 
there, have made off, post-haste, without do- 
ing any harm to his rival. He would have 
struck liim, pushed him away perhaps, noth- 
ing more, for he had no thought and no time 
to spare for that. What he wanted to know was 
where she was. But his father, his father I The 
mere sight of the father who had hated him 
from his childhood, had /Jeen his enemy, his 
persecutor, and now his unnatural rival, was 
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cnoughi A feeling of hatred came over him 
involuntarily, irresistibly, clouding his reason. 
It all surged up in one moment! It was an im- 
pulse of madness and insanity, hut also an 
impulse of nature, irresistibly and unconscious- 
ly (like everything in nature) avenging the 
violation of its eternal laws. 

“But the prisoner even then did not murder 
him— I maintain that, I cry that aloud!— no, he 
only brandished the pestle in a burst of indig- 
nant disgust, not meaning to kill him, not 
knowing that he would kill him. Had he not 
had this fatal pestle in his hand, he would 
have only knocked his father down perhaps, 
but would not have killed him. As he ran 
away, he did not know whether he had killed 
the old man. Such a murder is n<^t a murder. 
Such a murder is not a parricide. No, the mur- 
der of such a father cannot be called parricide. 
Such a murder can only be reckoned parricide 
by prejudice. 

“But I appeal to you again and again from 
the depths of my soul; did this murder actual- 
ly take place? Gentlemen of the jury, if we 
convict and punish him, he will say to him- 
self: ‘These people have done nothing for my 
bringing up, for my education, nothing to im- 
prove my lot, nothing to make me better, noth- 
ing to make me a man. These people have not 
given me to cat and to drink, have not visited 
me in prison and nakedness, and here they 
have sent me to penal servitude. I am quits, 1 
owe them nothing now, and owe no one any- 
thing for ever. 'I'hey are wicked and 1 will be 
wicked. They arc cruel and I will be cruel.* 
That is what he will say, gentlemen of the 
jury. And I swear, by finding him guilty you 
will only make it easier for him: you will ease 
his conscience, he will curse the blood he has 
shed and will not regret it. At the same time 
you will destroy in him the possibility of be- 
coming a new man, fcjr he will remain in his 
wickedness and blindness all his life. 

“But do you want to punish him feariully, 
terribly, with the most awful punishment that 
could be imagined, and at the same time to 
save him and regenerate his soul? If so, over- 
whelm him with your mercy! You will S(‘C, you 
will hear how he will tremble and be horror- 
struck. ‘How can I endure this mercy? How 
can I endure so much love? Am I worthy of it?* 
That’s what he will exclaim. 

“Oh, 1 know, I know that heart, that wild 
but grateful heart, gentlemen of the jury! It 
will bow before your mercy; it thirsts for a 
great and loving action, it will melt and mount 


upwards. There are souls which, in their limi- 
tation, blame the whole world. But subdue 
such a soul with mercy, show it love, and it 
will curse its past, for there are many good 
impulses in it. Such a heart will expand and 
sec that God is merciful and that men are good 
and just. He will be horror-stricken; he will 
be crushed by remorse and the vast obligation 
laid upon him henceforth. And he will not say 
then, *I am quits,’ but will say, ‘I am guilty in 
the sight of all men and am more imw'orthy 
than all.’ With tears of penitence and poign- 
ant, tender anguish, he will exclaim: ‘Others 
arc better lhan I, they wanted to save me, not 
to ruin me!’ Oh, this act of mercy is so easy for 
you, for in the absence of anything like real 
evidence it will be too awful for you to pro- 
nounce: ‘Yes, he is guilty.’ 

“Better ac(|uit ten guilty men than punish 
one innocent man! Do you hear, do you hear 
that majestic voice from the past century of 
our glorious history? It is not for an insignifi- 
cant person like me to remind you that the 
Russian court docs not exist for the punish- 
ment only, but also for the salvation ol the 
criminal! Let other nations think of relribu- 
tion and the letter of the law, we will cling to 
the spirit and the meaning— the salvation and 
the reformation of the lost. Jf this is true, if 
Russia and her justice are such, she may go 
foiward with good cheer! Do not try to scare 
us withyour fren/.ied troikas freyn which all the 
nations stand aside in disgust. Not a runaway 
troika, but the stately chariot ol Russia will 
move calmly and majestically to its goal. In 
your hands is the fate of my client, in your 
hands is the fate ol Russian justice. You will 
defend it, you will save it, you will prove that 
there arc men to watch over it, that it is in 
good hands!’’ 

Chapter i.f. The Peasants Stand Firm 

This was how Fetyukovitch concluded his 
spc'cch, and the cnihusiasm of the audience 
burst like an irresistible storm. It was out of 
the question to stoj) it: the women wept, many 
of the men wept too, even two important per- 
sonages shed tears. I’hc President submitted, 
and even postponed ringing his bell. 'I'hc sup- 
pression ol such an enthusiasm would be the 
suppression of something sacred, as the ladies 
cried afterwards. The orator himself was gen- 
uinely touched. 

And it was at this moment that Ippolit 
Kirillovitch got up to make certain objections. 
People looked at him with hatred. “What? 
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What*s the meaning of it? He positively dares 
to make objections," the ladies babbled. Hut if 
the whole world of ladies, including his wife, 
had protested he could not have been stopped 
at that moment. He was pale, he was shaking 
with emotion, his first phrases were even un- 
intelligible, he gasped for breath, could hardly 
speak clearly, lost the thread. But he soon re- 
covered himself. Of this new speech of his I 
will quote only a few sentences. 

"... I am reproached with having woven a 
romance. But what is this defence if not one 
romance on the top of another? All that was 
lacking was poetry. Fyodor Pavlovitch, while 
waiting lor his mistress, tears open the enve- 
lojje and lhrf)ws it on the floor. We are even 
told what he said while engaged in this strange 
act. Is not this a flight of fancy? And what 
prf)ol have we that he had taken out the 
money? Who heard what he said? The weak- 
minded idiot, Sinerdyakov, transformed into a 
Byron ic hero, avenging society for his illegiti- 
mate birth— isn’t this a romance in the Byronic 
style? And the son who breaks into his lather’s 
house and miird. him without murdering 
him is not even a romance— this is a sphinx set- 
ting us a riddle which he cannot solve himself. 
11 he murdered him, he murdered him, and 
what's the meaning of his murdering him 
without having murdered him— who can make 
head or tail of this? 

" riicn we are admonished that our tribune 
is a tribune ol true aiul sound ideas and from 
this tribune ol ‘sound ideas’ is heard a solemn 
declaration that to call the murder of a father 
‘parricide’ is nothing but a prejudicci But if 
pairicidc is a prejudice, and if every child is to 
ask In's father why he is to love him, what will 
become of us? What will become of the founda- 
tions of society? What will become ol the lam- 
ily? Parricide, it appears, is only a bogy of 
Moscow merchants’ wives. '1 he most previous, 
the most sacred guarantees for the destiny and 
future of Russian justice arc presented to us 
in a perverted ancl Irivolous Icmn, simply to 
attain an object— to obtain the justification of 
something which cannot be justified. ‘Oh, crush 
him by mercy,’ cries the counsel tor the de- 
fence; but that’s all the criminal wants, and 
to-morrow it will be seen how much he is 
crushed. And is not the counsel for the de- 
fence too modest in asking only for the acejuit- 
tal of the prisoner? Why not found a charity 
in the honour of the parricide to commemo- 
rate his exploit among future generations? Re- 
ligion and the Gospel are corrected— that’s all 


mysticism, we are told, and ours is the only 
true Christianity which has been subjected to 
the analysis of reason and common sense. And 
so they set up before us a false semblance of 
Christ! ‘What measure ye mete so it shall be 
meted utito you again,’ cried the counsel for 
the defence, and instantly deduces that Christ 
teaches us to measure as it is measured to us— 
and this from the tribune of truth and sound 
sense! We peep into the Gospel only on the 
eve of making speeches, in order to dazzle the 
audience by our acc]uaintance with what is, 
anyway, a rather original composition, which 
may be of use to produce a certain effect— all 
to serve the purpose! But what Christ com- 
mands us is something very different: He bids 
us beware of doing this, because the wicked 
world docs this, but we ought to forgive and to 
turn the other check, and not to measure to 
our persecutors as they measure to us. This is 
what our God has taught us and not that to 
forbid childrcti to murder their fathers is a 
prejudice. And we will not from the tribune 
of truth and good sense correct the Gospel of 
our Lord, Whom the counsel for the defence 
deigns to call only 'the crucified lover of hu- 
manity,’ in opposition to all orthodox Russia, 
which calls to Him, ‘For Thou art our God!’ ” 
At this the President intervened and checked 
the over-zealous speaker, begging him not to 
exaggerate, not to overstep the bounds, and 
so on, as presidents always do in such cases. 
'The audience, too, was uneasy. The public 
was restless; there were even exclamations ot 
indignation. Fetyukovitch did not so much as 
rejily; he only mounted the tribune to lay his 
hand on his heart and, with an offended voice, 
utter a few words lull ol dignity. He only 
touched again, lightly and ironically, on "ro- 
mancing’’ and "psychology,’’ and in an ap- 
propriate place quoted, "Jupiter, you are an- 
gry, therefore you are wrong,’’ which pro\oked 
a burst of apj)roving laughter in the audience, 
for Ippolit Kirillovitch was by no means like 
Jupiter, riien. a propos of the accusation that 
he was teaching the young generation to mur- 
der their fathers, Fetyukovitch observed, with 
great dignity, that he would not even answer. 
As for the prosecutor’s charge of uttering un- 
orthodox opinions, Fetyukovitch hinted that 
it was a personal insinuation ancl that he had 
expectecl in this court to be secure Irom at 
cu-sations "damaging to my reputation as a 
citizen and a loyal subject." But at these words 
the President pulled him ytp, too, and Fetyu- 
kovitch concluded his speech with a bow, amid 
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a hum of approbation in the court. And Ippo- 
lit Kirillovitch was, in the opinion of our la- 
dies, “crushed for good.” 

Then the prisoner was allowed to speak. 
Mitya stood up, but said very little. He was 
fearfully exhausted, physically and mentally. 
The look of strength and independence with 
which he had entered in the morning had al- 
most disappeared. He seemed as though he 
had passed through an experience that day, 
which had taught him for the rest of his life 
something very important he had not under- 
stood till then. His voice was weak, he did not 
shout as before. In his words there was a new 
note of humility, defeat and submission. 

“What am I to say, gentlemen of the jury? 
The hour of judgment has come lor me, I feel 
the hand of God upon mel The end has come 
to an erring manl But, before God, I repeat to 
you, I am innocent of my father’s blood! For 
the last time I repeat, it wasn’t I killed him! I 
was erring, but I loved what is good. Every in- 
stant I strove to reform, but I lived like a wild 
beast. 1 thank the prosecutor, he told me many 
things about myself that I did not know; but 
it’s not true that 1 killed my father, the prose- 
cutor is mistaken. I thank my counsel, too. I 
cried listening to him; but it’s not true that I 
killed my father, and he needn’t have sup- 
posed it. And don’t believe the doctors. I am 
perfectly sane, only my heart is heavy. If you 
spare me, if you let me go, I will pray for you. 
I will be a better man. I give you my word be- 
fore God I will! And if you will condemn me. 
I’ll break my sword over my head myself and 
kiss the pieces. But spare me, do not rob me of 
my God! I know' myself, I shall rebel! My heart 
is heavy, gentlemen . . . spare me!” 

He almost fell back in his place: his voice 
broke: he could hardly articulate the last 
phrase. Then the judges proceeded to put the 
questions and began to ask both sides to for- 
mulate their conclusions. But I will not describe 
the details. At last the jury rose to retire for 
consultation. The President was very tired, 
and so his last charge to the jury was rather 
feeble. “Be impartial, don't be ifihucnced by 
the eloquence of the defence, but yet weigh 
the arguments. Remember that there is a great 
responsibility laid upon you,” and so on and 
so on. 

The jury withdrew and the court adjourned. 
People could get up, move about, exchange 
their accumulated impressions, refresh them- 
selves at the buffet. It was very late, almost one 
o’clock in the night, but nobody went away: 


the strain was so great that no one could think 
of repose. All waited with sinking hearts; 
though that is, perhaps, too much to say, for the 
ladies were only in a state of hysterical im- 
patience and their hearts were untroubled. An 
acquittal, they thought, was inevitable. They 
all prepared themselves for a dramatic mo- 
ment of general enthusiasm. I must own there 
were many among the men, too, who were con- 
vinced that an acquittal was inevitable. Some 
w^ere pleased, others frowned, while some were 
simply dejected, not wanting him to be ac- 
quitted. Fetyukovitch himself was confident 
of his success. He was surrounded by people 
congratulating him and fawning upon him. 

**There are,” he said to one group, as I was 
told afterwards, “there are invisible threads 
binding the counsel for the defence with the 
jury. One feels during one’s speech if they arc 
being formed. I was aware of them. They exist. 
Our cause is won. Set your mind at rest.” 

“What will our peasants say now?” said one 
stout, cross-looking, pock-marked gentleman, a 
landowner of the neighbourhood, approach- 
ing a group of gentlemen engaged in conversa- 
tion. 

“But they are not all peasants. There are 
four government clerks among them.” 

“Yes, there are clerks,” said a member of the 
district council, joining the group. 

“.\nd do you know that Na/ar^ev, the mer- 
chant with the medal, a jurym^?” 

“What of him?” 

“He is a man with brains.” 

“But he never speaks.” 

“He is no great talker, but so much the 
better. I'here’sno need for the Petersburg m:m 
to teach him: he could teach all Petersburg 
himself. He’s the father of twelve children. 
Think of that!” 

“Upon my word, you don’t suppose they 
won’t acquit him?” one of our young officials 
exclaimed in another group. 

“They’ll acquit him for certain,” said a reso- 
lute voice. 

“It would be shameful, disgraceful, not to 
acquit him!” cried the official. “Suppose he did 
murder him— there arc fathers and fathers! 
And, besides, he was in such a frenzy. ... He 
really may have done nothing but swing the 
pestle in the air, and so knock^ the old man 
down. But it was a pity they dragged the valet 
in. That was simply an absurd theory! If I’d 
been in Fetyukovitch’s place, I should simply 
have said straight out: ‘He murdered him; but 
he is not guilty, hang it all!’ ” 
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"That's what he did, only without saying, 
•Hang it all I' ” 

"No, Mihail Semyonovitch, he almost said 
that, too," put in a third voice. 

"Why, gentlemen, in Lent an actress was 
acquitted in our town who had cut the throat 
of her lover's lawful wife." 

"Oh, but she did not finish cutting it." 

"That makes no difference. She began cut- 
ting it." 

"What did you think of what he said about 
children? Splendid, wasn't it?" 

"Splendid!" 

"And about mysticism, tool" 

"Oh, drop mysticism, do!" cried someone 
else; "think of Ippolit and his fate from this 
day forth. His wife will scratch his eyes out 
to-morrow for Mitya’s sake." 

"Is she here?" 

"What an ideal If she'd been here she'd 
have scratched them out in court. She is at 
home with toothache. He he hcl” 

"He he hel" 

In a third group: 

"I dare say they will acquit Mitenka, after 
all." 

"I should not be surprised if he turns the 
Metropolis upside down to-morrow. He will 
be drinking for ten daysl" 

"Oh, the dcvill" 

"The devil's bound to have a hand in it. 
Where should he be if not here?" 

"Well, genrlemen, 1 admit it was elo(|uent. 
But still it's not the thing to break your father's 
head with a pestlel Or what are we coming to?” 

"The chariot! Do you remember the char- 
iot?” 

"Yes: he turned a cart into a chariotl” 

"And to-morrow he will turn a chariot into 
a cart, just to suit his purpose." 

"What cunning chaps there are nowadaysl 
Is there any justice to be had in Russia?" 

But the bell rang. The jury deliberated for 
exactly an hour, neither more nor less. A pro- 
found silence reigned in the court as soon as 
the public had taken their seats. I remember 
how the jurymen walked into the court. At 
lastl I won’t repeat the questions in order, and, 
indeed, I have forgotten them. I remember 
only the answer to the President's first and 
chief question: "Did the prisoner commit the 
murder for the sake of robbery and with pre- 
meditation?" (I don't remember the exact 


401 

words.) There was a complete hush. The fore- 
man of the jury, the youngest of the clerks, 
pronounced, in a clear, loud voice, amidst the 
deathlike stillness of the court: 

"Yes, guiltyl” 

And the same answer was repeated to every 
question: "Yes, guiltyl” and without the slight- 
est extenuating comment. This no one had ex- 
pected; almost everyone had reckoned upon a 
recommendation to mercy, at least. The death- 
like silence in the court was not broken— all 
seemed petrified: those who desired his con- 
viction as well as those who had been eager for 
his acquittal. But that was only for the first in- 
stant, and it was followed by a fearful hubbub. 
Many of themcnin the audience were pleased. 
Some were rubbing their hands with no at- 
tempt to conceal their joy. Those who dis- 
agreed with the verdict seemed crushed, 
shrugged their shoulders, whispered, but still 
seemed unable to realise this. But how shall 1 
describe the sta^e the ladies were in? I thought 
they would create a riot. At first they could 
scarcely believe their cars. Then suddenly the 
whole court rang with cxclamaiions: "What’s 
the meaning of it? What next?" They leapt up 
from their places. They seemed to lancy that it 
might be at once reconsidered and reversed. 
At that Instant Mitya suddenly stood up and 
cried in a heart-rending voice, stretching his 
hands out before him: 

"1 swear by God and the dreadful Day of 
Judgment I am not guilty of my father's blood! 
Katya, I forgive you! Brothers, friends, have 
pity on the other woman I” 

He could not go on, and broke into a ter- 
rible sobbing wail that was heard all over the 
court in a strange, unnatural voice unlike his 
own. From the farthest corner at the back of 
the gallery came a piercing shriek— it was Cru- 
sh enka. She had succeeded in begging admit- 
tance to the court again before the beginning 
of the lawyers' speeches. Mitya was taken away. 
The passing of the sentence was deterred till 
next day. The whole court w^as in a hubbub 
but 1 did not wait to hear. I only remember a 
few exclamations I heard on the steps as I went 
out. 

“He'll have a twenty years' trip to the 
mines!" 

"Not less.” 

“Well, our peasants have stood firm.” 

"And have done for our Mitya." 
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Chapter /. Plans for Mitya’s Escape 

Very early, at nine o’clock in the morning, 
five clays after the trial, Alyosha went to Kate- 
rina Ivanovna’s to talk over a matter of great 
importance to both of them, and to give her a 
message. She sat and talked to him in the very 
room in which she had once received Grii- 
shenka. In the next room Ivan I’yodorovitch 
lay unconscious in a high fever. Katerina Iva- 
novna had immediately aftt^r the scene at the 
trial ordered the sick and unconscious man to 
be carried to her house, disregarding the in- 
evitable gossip and general disapproval of the 
public. One of the two relations who lived with 
her had departed to Moscow immediately after 
the scene in court, the other remained. But if 
both had gone away, Katerina Ivanovna would 
have adhered to her resolution, and would 
have gone on nursing the sick man and silting 
by him day and night. Varvinsky and ller/cri- 
stube were attending him. The famous doctor 
had gone back to Moscow, refusing to give an 
opinion as to the probable end of the illness. 
Though the doctors encouraged Katerina Ivan- 
ovna and Alyosha, it was evident that they 
could not yet give them positive hopes of fc- 
covery. 

Alyosha came to sec his sick brother twice a 
diiy. But this time he hadspecially urgent busi- 
ness, and he foresaw how difiicult it would be 
to approach the subject, yet he was in great 
haste. He had another engagement that could 
not be put off for that same morning, and 
there was need of haste. 

They had been talking for a quarter of an 
hour. Katerina Ivanovna was pale and terribly 
fatigued, yet at the same lime in a state of 
hysterical excitement. She had a presentiment 
of the reason why Alyosha had come to her. 

“Don’t worry about his decision,’’ she said, 
with confident emphasis to Alyosha. “One way 
or another he is bound to tome to it. He must 
escape. That unhappy man, that hero of hon- 
our and principle— not he, not Dmitri Fyodo- 
rovitch, but the man lying theothersideofthat 
door, who has sacrificed himself for his broth- 
er,” Katya added, with flashing eyes— “told 


me the whole plan of escape long ago. You 
know he has already entered into negotiations. 
. . . I’ve told you something already. . . . You 
see, it will probably come off at the third t^tnpe 
from here, when the party of prisoners is being 
taken to Siberia. Oh, it’s a long way off yet. 
Ivan Fyodorovitch has already visited the 
superintendent of the third etape. But we 
don’t know yet who will be in charge of the 
party, and it’s impossible to find that out so 
long beforehantl. To-morrow, perhaps, I will 
show you in detail the whole plan which Ivan 
Fyodorovitch left me on the eve of the trial in 
case of need. . . . Fhat was when— do you re- 
member?— you found us quarrelling. He had 
just gone downstaiis, but seeing you I made 
him come back; do you remember? Do you 
know what we were (juarrelling about then?’’ 

“No, 1 don’t,” said Alyosha. 

“Of course he did not tell you. It was about 
that plan of escape. He had told me the main 
idea three days beiore, and we began (juarrel- 
ling about it at once and quatrelled for three 
days. We quarrelled because, when he told me 
that if Dmitri Fyodorovitch were tonvicted he 
would escape abroad with that creature, I felt 
furious at once— I can’t tell you why, I df)n’t 
know myself why. . . . Oh, of course, I was furi- 
ous then about that creature, and that she, too, 
should go abroad with Dmitril” Katerina Iva- 
novna exclaimed suddenly, her lips quivering 
with anger. “As soon as Ivan Fyodorovitch saw 
that I was furious about that woman, he in- 
stantly imagined I was jealous of Dmitri and 
that I still loved Dmitri. That is how our first 
cjuarrel began. I would not give an explana- 
tion, I could not ask forgiveness. I could not 
bear to think that such a man could suspect 
me ol still loving that . . . and when 1 myself 
had told him long before that I did not h)ve 
Dmitri, that I loved no one but him! It was 
only resell tmen t aga i nst that creature t hat made 
me angry with him. I'hree days later, on the 
evening you came, he brought me a sealed en- 
velope, which 1 was to open at once, if any- 
thing happened to him. Oh, he foresaw his 
illness! He told me that theenvelopccontained 
the details of the esc ape, and that if he died or 
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was lakcn dangerously ill, I was to save Mitya 
alone. Then he left me money, nearly ten tliou- 
sand— those notes to which the prosecutor re- 
ferred in his speech, having learnt from srmic- 
onc that he had sent them to be changed. I 
was tremendously impressed to find that Ivan 
Fyodorovitch had not given up his idea of 
saving his brother, and was confiding this plan 
of escape to me, though he was still jealous of 
me and still convinced that I loved Mitya. Oh, 
that was a sacrifice! No, you cannot understand 
the greatness of such self-sacrifice, Alexey Fyo- 
dorovitch. I wanted to fall at his feet in rever- 
ence, but I thought at once that he would take 
it only for niy joy at the thought of Mitya's 
being saved (and he certainly would have im- 
agined that!), and 1 was so exasperated at the 
mere possibility of such an unjust thought on 
his [>art that 1 lost my temper again, and in- 
stead of kissing his feet, flew into a fury againi 
Oh, 1 am unhappy! It's my character, my aw- 
lul, unhappy character! Oh, you will sec, 1 
shall end by driving him, too, to abandon me 
lor another with whom he can get on better, 
like Dmitri. But no, 1 could not bear it. 1 
should kill myself. And when you came in 
then, and when I called to you and told him 
to come back, 1 was so enraged by the look of 
contempt and hatred he turnc'd on me that— 
do you remember?— I cried out to you that it 
was ho, he alone who had pcrsuad<»d me that 
his brother Dmitri was a murderer! 1 said that 
malicious thing on purpose to wound him 
again. He had never, never persuaded me that 
his brother was a murderer. On the contrary, 
it was I who persuaded liim! Oh, my vile tem- 
per was the cause ot everything! I paved the 
way to that hideous scene at the trial. He 
w'anted to show me that he was an honourable 
man, and that, even if 1 loved his bi other, he 
would not ruin him for levengc or jealousy. So 
he came to the court ... I am the cause of it all, 
I alone am to blame!" 

Ratya never had made such confessions to 
Alyosha before, and he Iclt that she was now 
at that stageof unbearablesuffering when even 
the prouclcst heart painfully crushes its pride 
and falls vanejuished by grief. Oh, Alyosha 
knew another terrible reason of her present 
misery, tlmugh she had carefully concealed 
it from him during those days since the trial; 
but it would have been, for some reason, too 
painful to him if she had been brought so low 
as to speak to him now about that. She was suf- 
fering for her "treachery" at the trial, and 
Alyoslia felt that her conscience was inipclling 


her to confess it to him, to him, Alyosha, with 
tears and cries and hysterical writhings on the 
floor. But he dreaded that moment and longed 
to spare her. It made the commission on which 
he had come even more difficult. He spoke of 
Mitya again. 

"It’s all right, it’s all right, don’t be anxious 
about him!" she began again, sharply and stub- 
bornly. "All that is only momentary, I know 
him, I know his heart only too well. You may 
be sure he will consent to escape. It’s not as 
though it would be immediately; he will have 
time to make up his mind to it. Ivan Fyodoro- 
vitch will be well by thattimeand will manage 
it all himself, so that I shall have nothing to 
do with it. Don’t be anxious; he will consent 
to run away. He has agreed already: do you 
suppose he would give up that creature? And 
they won’t let her go to him, .so he is bound 
to escape. It's you he’s most afr.iid of, he 
is afraid you won’t approve of his escape 
on moral grounds. But you must generously 
allow it, it your sanction is so necessary," 
Katya addecl viciously. She paused and 
smiled. 

"He talks about some hymn." she went on 
again, "some cross he has to bear, some duty; I 
remember I\an Fyodorovitch told me a great 
deal about it, and if you knew how he talked!" 
Kalya cried suddenly, with feeling she could 
not repress, “If you knew how he loved that 
wretched man at the moment he told me, and 
how he hated him, perhaps, at the same mo- 
ment. And I heard his story and his tears with 
sneering disdain. Brute! Yes, 1 am a brute. 1 
am responsible lor his fe\cr. But that man in 
prison is incapable f)f suffering," Katya con- 
cluded irritably. "Can such a man suffer? Men 
like him never suffer!" 

riierc was a note of hatred and contemptu- 
ous lepulsion in her wwds. And yet it was she 
who had betrayed him. “Perhaps because she 
feels how she’s wronged him she hates him at 
moments," Alyosha thought to himself. He 
hoped that itwasonly"almoiuents."In Katya’s 
last words he detei ted a challenging note, but 
he did not take it up. 

"1 sent for you this morning to make you 
promise to persuade him yourself. Or do you, 
too, consider that to escape would be dishon- 
ourable, cowardly, or something . . . unchris- 
tian, perhaps?" Katya added, even more de- 
fiantly. 

"Oh, no. I’ll tell him everything," muttered 
Alyosha. "He asks you to come and see him to- 
day,” he blurted out suddenly, looking her 



404 The Brothers Karamazov 


steadily in the face. She started, and drew back 
a little from him on the sofa. 

“Me? Can that be?“ She faltered, turning 
pale. 

“It can and ought to bel“ Alyosha began 
emphatically, growing more animated. “He 
needs you particularly just now. I would not 
have opened the subject and worried you, if 
it were not necessary. He is ill, he is beside 
himself, he keeps asking for you. It is not to be 
reconciled with you that he wants you, but 
only that you would go and show yourself at 
his door. So much has happened to him since 
that day. He realises that he has injured you 
beyond all reckoning. He does not ask your 
forgiveness— ‘It's impossible to forgive me,’ he 
says himself— but only that you would show 
yourself in his doorway.” 

“It’s so sudden . . .” faltered Katya. “I’ve 
had a presentiment all these days that you 
would come with that message. I knew he 
would ask me to come. It's impossible!” 

“Let it be impossible, but do it. Only think, 
he realises for the first time how he has 
wounded you, the first time in his life; he had 
never grasped it before so fully. He said, ‘If 
she refuses to come I shall be unhappy all my 
life.' Do you hear? though he is condemned to 
penal servitude for twenty years, he is still 
planning to be happy— is not that piteous? 
Think— you must visit him; though he is 
ruined, he is innocent,” broke like a challenge 
from Alyosha. “His hands are clean, there is 
no blood on them! For the sake of his infinite 
sufferings in the future visit him now. Go, greet 
him on his way into the darkness— stand at his 
door, that is all. . . . You ought to do it, you 
ought to!” Alyosha concluded, laying immense 
stress on the word “ought.” 

“I ought to . . . but I cannot . . .” Katya 
moaned. “He will look at me. ... I can't.” 

“Your eyes ought to meet. How will you live 
all your life, if you don’t make up your mind 
to do it now?” 

“Better suffer all my life.” 

“You ought to go, you ought to go,” Alyosha 
repeated with merciless emphasis. 

“But why to-day, why at once? ... I can't 
leave our patient ” 

“You can for a moment. It will only be a 
moment. If you don’t come, he will be in de- 
lirium by to-night. I would not tell you a lie; 
have pity on him!” 

“Have pity on me!” Katya said, with bitter 
reproach, and she burst into tears. 

“Then you will come,” said Alyosha firmly. 


seeing her tears. “I'll go and tell him you will 
come directly.” 

“No, don't tell him so on any account,” 
cried Katya in alarm. “I will come, but don’t 
tell him beforehand, for perhaps 1 may go, 
but not go in ... I don't know yet ” 

Her voice failed her. She gasped for breath. 
Alyosha got up to go. 

“And what if I meet anyone?” she said sud- 
denly, in a low voice, turning white again. 

“That's just why you must go now, to avoid 
meeting anyone. There will be no one there, 
I can tell you that for certain. We will expect 
you,” he concluded emphatically, and went 
out of the room. 

Chapter 2. For a Moment the Lie 
Becomes Truth 

He hurried to the hospital where Mitya was 
lying now. The day alter his fate was deter- 
mined, Mitya had fallen ill with nervous fever, 
and was sent to the prison division of the town 
hospital. But at the request of several persons 
(Alyosha, Madame Hohlakov, Lise, etc.), Doc- 
tor Varvinsky had put Mitya not with other 
prisoners, but in a separate little room, the one 
where Smerdyakov had been. It is true that 
there was a sentinel at the other end of the cor- 
ridor, and there was a grating over the win- 
dow, so that Varvinsky could be at ease about 
the indulgence he had shown, which was not 
quite legal, indeed; but he was a kind-hearted 
and compassionate young man. He knew how 
hard it would be for a man like Mitya to pass at 
once so suddenly into the society of robbers 
and murderers, and that he must get used to it 
by degrees. The visits of relations and friends 
were informally sanctioned by the doctor and 
overseer, and even by the police captain. But 
only Alyosha and Grushenka had visited Mitya. 
Rakitin had tried to force his way in twice, 
but Mitya persistently begged Varvinsky not 
to admit him. 

Alyosha found him sitting on his bed in a 
hospital dressing gown, rather feverish, with a 
towel, soaked in vinegar and water, on his 
head. He looked at Alyosha as he came in with 
an undefined expression, but there was a shade 
of something like dread disceraible in it. He 
had become terribly preoccupied since the 
trial; sometimes he would be silent for half an 
hour together, and seemed to be pondering 
something heavily and painfully, oblivious of 
everything about him. If he roused himself 
from his brooding and began to talk, he always 
spoke with a kind of abruptness and never of 
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what he really wanted to say. He looked some- 
times with a face of suffering at his brother. 
He seemed to be more at ease with Grushenka 
than with Alyosha. It is true, he scarcely spoke 
to her at all. but as soon as she came in, his 
whole face lighted up with joy. 

Alyosha sat down beside him on the bed in 
silence. I'his time Mitya was wailing for Alyo- 
sha in suspense, but he did not dare ask him 
a question. He felt it almost unthinkable that 
Katya would consent to come, and at the same 
time he felt that if shedid not come, something 
inconceivable would happen. Alyosha under- 
stood his feelings. 

“Trifon Borissovitch,** Mitya began nerv- 
ously, “has pulled his whole inn to pieces, I 
am told. He*s taken up the flooring, pulled 
apart the planks, split up all the gallery, 1 am 
told. He is seeking treasure all the time— the 
fifteen hundred roubles which the prosecutor 
said I'd hidden there. He began playing these 
tricks, they say, as soon as he got home. Serve 
him right, the swindlerl The guard here told 
me yesterday; he comes from there.** 

“listen,** bega.'i Alyosha, **She will come, 
but I don’t know when. Perhaps to-day, per- 
haps in a few days, that I can’t tell. But she 
will tome, she will, that’s certain.*' 

Mitya started, would have said something, 
but was silent. The news had a tremendous 
effect on him. It was evident that he would 
have liked terribly to know what had been 
said, but he w.is again afraid to ask. Something 
cruel and conteniptiions from Kalya would 
have cut him like a knilc at that moment. 

“This was what she said among other things: 
that 1 must be sure to set your conscience at 
rest about escaping. If Ivan is not well by then 
she wnll see to it all herself.’’ 

“You’ve spoken ol that already,’* Mitya ob- 
served musingly. 

“And you have repealed it to Grusha,** ob- 
served Alyosha. 

“Yes,” Mitya admitted. “Shewoirtcome this 
morning.” He looked timidly at his brother. 
“She won't come till the evening. When I told 
her yesterday that Katya was taking measures, 
she was silent, but she set her mouth. She only 
whispered, *Lct her!* She understood that it 
was important. 1 did not dare to tryhcrlurther. 
She understands now, I think, that Katya no 
loiiger cares for me, but loves Ivan.” 

“Does she?” broke from Alyosha. 

“Perhaps she docs not. Only she is not com- 
ing this morning,” Nlitya hastened to explain 
again; “1 asked her to do something for me. 


You know, Ivan is superior to all of us. He 
ought to live, not us. He will recover.** 

*‘Would you believe it, though Katya is 
alarmed about him, she scarcely doubts of his 
recovery,” said Alyosha. 

“That means that she is convinced he will 
die. It's because she is frightened she’s so sure 
he will get well.” 

“Ivan has a strong constitution, and I, too, 
believe there's every hope that he will get 
well,” Alyosha observed anxiously. 

“Yes, he will get well. But she is convinced 
that he will die. She has a great deal of sorrow 
to bear ...” A silence followed. A grave anxiety 
was fretting Mitya. 

“Alyosha, I love Grusha terribly,” he said 
suddenly in a shaking voice, full of tears. 

**Thcy won't let her go out there to you,” 
Alyosha put in at once. 

“And there is somcthingclse I wanted to tell 
you,” Mitya went on, with a sudden ring in his 
voke. “If they l^atme on the way or out there, 
1 w^on't submit to it. I shall kill someone, and 
shall be shot for it. And this will be going on 
for twenty years! They speak to me rudely as 
it is. I’ve been lying here all night, passing 
judgment on myself. 1 am not ready! I am not 
able to resign myself. I wanted losing a 'hymn*; 
but if a guard speaks rudely to me, 1 have not 
the strength to bear it. For Grusha I would 
bear anything . . . anything except blows. . . . 
But she WMin't be allowed to come there.” 

Alyosha smiled gently. 

“Listen, brother, once for all,” he said. “This 
is what I think about it. And you know that I 
would not tell you a lie. Listen: you are not 
ready, and such a cross is not for you. What’s 
more, you don't need such a martyr's cross 
when you are not ready for it. If you had mur- 
dered our father, it would grieve me that you 
should reject your punishment. But you are 
innocent, and such a cross is too much for you. 
You wanted tc^ make yourself another man by 
sulfcring. 1 say, only remember that other man 
always, all your life and wherever you go; and 
that will be enough lor you. Your relusal of 
that great cross will only serve to make you feel 
all your life an even greater duly, and that con- 
stant feeling will do more to make you a new 
man, perhaps, than if you went there. For 
there you wtmid not endure it and would re- 
pine, and perhaps at last would say: 'I am 
quits.' I'he lawyer was right about that. Sudi 
heavy burdens are not for all men. For some 
they are inqmssiblc. Thc^ are my thoughts 
about it, if you want them so much. If other 
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men would have to answer for your escape, 
officers or soldiers, then 1 would not have ‘al- 
lowed’ you,” smiled Alyosha. “But they de- 
clare— the superintendent of that told 

Ivan himself— that if it’s well manajj;ed there 
will be no great iiujiiiry. and that they can get 
off easily. Of course, bribing is dishonest even 
in such a case, but I can’t iiiulerlake to judge 
about it, because if Ivan and Katva corntnis- 
sioned me to act for you, I know I should go 
and give bril)cs. I must tell you the truth. And 
so I can’t judge of your own action. But let 
me assure you that I sliall never condemn you. 
And it would be a strange thing if 1 could 
judge you in this. Now I think I’ve gone into 
everything.” 

“But I do condemn myself!” ciicd Mitya. “I 
shall escape, that was settled apart from you; 
could Mitya Karamazov do anything but run 
away? But 1 shall condemn myself, and 1 will 
pray for my sin for ever. That’s how the 
Jesuits talk, isn’t it? Just as w'e arc doing?” 

“Yes.” Alyosha smiled gently. 

“I love you for always telling the whole 
truth and neverhidinganything.” cried Mitya, 
with a joyful laugh. “So I’ve caught my Alyo- 
sha being Jesuitical. 1 must kiss you lor that. 
Now listen to the rest; I’ll open the other side 
of my heart to you. 'Fhis is what 1 planned and 
decided. If I run away, even with money and 
a passport, and even to America, I should be 
cheered up by the thought that I am not run- 
ning away lor pleasure, not lor happiness, but 
to another exile as bad, perhaps, as Siberia. It 
is as bad, Alyosha, it is! 1 hate that Ameiica, 
damn it, already. H\en thougji Grusha will be 
with me. Just look at her; is she an American? 
She is Russian, Russian to the marrow ol hci 
bones; she will be homesick for the mother 
country, and I shall sec every hour that she is 
suffering for my sake, that she has taken up 
that cross for me. And what harm has she done? 
And liow' shall I, too, put up with the rabble 
out there, though they may be better than I, 
every one of them? I hate that America al- 
ready! And though they may be wonderful at 
machinery, c\ery one ol them, damn them, 
they are not of my soul. I love Russia, Alyosha, 
1 love the Russian God, though T am a scoun- 
drel myself. I shall choke there!” he exclaimed, 
his eyes suddenly flashing. His voice was trem- 
bling w'ith tears. “So this is what I’ve decided, 
Alyosha, listen,” he began again, mastering his 
emotion. “As soon as I arrive there with Gru- 
sha, we will set to work at once on the land, in 
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solitude, somewhere very remote, with wild 
bc'ars. 'I'here must be some remote parts even 
there. T am told there are still Redskins there, 
somcwdierc, on the edge of the horizon. So to 
the country of the Last of the Mohicous. and 
there we’ll tackle the grammar at once, Grusha 
and I. Work and grammar— that’s how we’ll 
spend three years. And by that time we shall 
spc'ak Knglish like any Englishman. And as 
soon as we’ve learnt it— good-bye to America! 
Wc'’ll run here to Russia as American citizens. 
Don’t be uneasy— we would not come to this 
little town. We’d hide somewhere, a long way 
off. in the north or in the south. 1 shall be 
changed by that time, and she will, too, in 
America. The doctors shall make me some sort 
of wart on my face— what’s tlie use ol their be- 
ing so mechanical!- or else I’ll putoui one eye, 
let my beard grow a yard, and I shall turn grey, 
fretting for Russia. I dare say they won’t recog- 
nise us. And if they do, let them send us to Si- 
beria— I don’t care. It will show it’s our fate. 
We’ll wmk on the land here, too, somewhere 
in the wilds, and I’ll make up as an American 
all my life. But we shall die on our own soil. 
That’s my plan, and it shan’t be altered. Do 
you approve?” 

“Yc*s,” said Alyosha, not wanting to contra- 
dict him. Mitya paused lor a minute and said 
suddenly: 

“And how they worked it up at the trial! 
Didn’t they work it up!” 

“If they had not, you would have been con- 
victed just the saiiKN” said Alyoslia, with a sigh. 

“Yes, people are sick ol me here! (iod bless 
them, but it’s hard.” Mitya moaned miserably. 
Again there was silence for a minute. 

“Alyosha, put me out ol my misery at once!” 
he exclaimed suddenly. “Tell me, is site com- 
ing now, or not? rell me? What did she say? 
How did she say it?” 

“She said she would come, but 1 don't know 
whether she will come to-day. It’s hard lor her, 
you know,” Alyosha looked timidly at his 
brother. 

“I should think it is hard for her! Alyosha, it 
will drive me out of my mind. Grusha keeps 
looking at me. She understands. My God, calm 
my heart: what is it I want? I want Katya! 
Do 1 understand what 1 want? It’s fhe head- 
strong, evil Karamazov spirit! No, 1 am not fit 
for sulfering. I am a scoundrel, that’s all one 
can say.” 

“Here she is!” cried Alyosha. 

At that instant Katya appeared in the door- 
way. For a moment she stood still, gazing at 
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Mitya with a dazed expression. He leapt im- 
pulsively to his feet, and a scared look came 
into his face. He turned pale, but a timid, 
plcadiri)^ smile appeared on his lips at once, 
and with an irresistible impulse he held out 
both hands to Katya. Seeing it, she flew im- 
petuously to him. She seized him by the hands, 
and almost by force made him sit down on the 
bed. She sat down beside him. and still keep- 
ing his hands pressed them violently. Several 
time's they both strove to speak, but stopped 
short andagain ga/cd speechless with a strange 
smile, their eyes fastened on one another. So 
passed two minutes. 

“Have you forgiven me?** Mitya faltered at 
last, and at the same moment turning to Alyo- 
sha, his face working with joy, he cried, “Do 
you hear what I am asking, do you hear?'* 

“That’s what I loved you for, that you are 
generous at heart!** broke from Katya. “My 
forgiveness is no good to you, nor yours to me; 
whether you forgive me or not, you will always 
be a sore place in my heart, and I in yours— so 
it must be. . . .’* She stopped to take bre.-ith. 
“What have I come for?’* she began again with 
nervous haste: “to embrace y<mi leet, to press 
your hands like this, till it hurts— you remember 
how' in Moscow I used 10 squeeze them— to tell 
you again that you arc my god, my joy, to tell 
you that 1 love you madly,” she moaned in an- 
guish, and sudclenly pressed his hand greedily 
to her lips. Tears streamed from her eyes. Alyo- 
sha stood speechless ai d confounded: he had 
never expected what he was seeing. 

“Love is c^ver, Milya!” Katya began again, 
“But the past is painfully dear to me. Know 
that you will always be so. But now let what 
might have been come true for one ininute,** 
she faltered, with a dr.awn smile, Icxjking into 
his face joyfully again. “You love another 
woman, and I love another man, and yet I 
shall love you for ever, and you will love me; 
do you know that? Do you hear? l.ove me, love 
me all your life!” she tried, with a cjuiver al- 
most of menace in her voice. 

*‘I shall love you, and . . . cio you know, 
Katya,’* Mitya began, drawing a deep breath 
at each word, “do you know, five days ago, 
that same evening, 1 loved you. . . . When you 
fell down and were carried out ... All my life! 
So it will be, so it will always be *' 

So they murmured to one another frantic 
v^ords, almost meaningless, perhaps not even 
true, but at that moment it was all true, and 
they both believed what they said implicitly. 

“Katya,** cried Mitya suddenly, “do you be- 


lieve I murdered him? I know you don *t believe 
it now, but then . . . when you gave evidence. 

. . . Surely, surely you did not believe it!” 

“I did not believe it even then. Tve never 
believed it. I hated you, and for a moment I 
persuaded myself. While 1 wasgiving evidence 
I pcirsuadecl myself and believed it, but when 
I'd finished speaking 1 left off believing it at 
once. Don’t doubt that! T have forgotten that 
I came here to punish myself,” she said, with a 
new expression in her voice, cjuite unlike the 
loving tones of a moment before. 

“Woman, yours is a heavy burden,” broke, 
as it were, involuntarily from Mitya. 

“Let me go,” she whispered. “I’ll come 
again. It’s more than I can bear now.” 

She was getting up from her place, but sud- 
denly uttered a loud scream and staggered back. 
Griislienka walked suddenly and noiselessly 
into the room. No one had expected her. Katya 
moved swiftly to the door, but when she 
reached Grushenka, she stopped suddenly, 
turned as white as chalk and moaned softly, 
almost in a whisper: 

“Fc^rgive me!” 

Grushenka stared at her and, pausing for an 
instant, in a vindictive, venomous voice, an- 
swered: 

“We arc full of hatred, my girl, you and I! 
We arc both lull of hatred! As though we could 
forgive one another! Save him, and I’ll wor- 
ship you all my life.” 

“You won’t forgive her!” cried Mitya, with 
frantic reproach. 

“Don’t be anxious. I’ll save him for you!” 
Katya whispered rapidly, and she ran out of 
the loom. 

*‘And you could refuse to forgive her when 
she begged your forgiveness herself?’ Mitya 
exclaimed bitterly again. 

“Mitya, don’t dare to blame her; you have 
no right to!” Alyosha cried hotly. 

“Her proud lips spoke, not her heart,” Gru- 
shenka brought out in a tone of disgust. “If 
she saves you I’ll forgive her everything *’ 

She stopped speaking, as though suppressing 
something. She could not yet recover herself. 
She had come in, as appeared afterwards, acci- 
dentally, with no suspicion of what she would 
meet. 

‘‘Alyosha, run after her!” Mitya cried to his 
brother; “tell her ... I don’t know . . . don’t 
let her go away like this!” 

“I'll come to you again at nightfall,” said 
Alyosha, and he ran after K^tya. He overtook 
her outside the hospital grounds. She was walk- 
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ing fast, but as soon as Alyosha caught her up 
she said quickly; 

“No, before that woman I can’t punish my- 
self! I asked her forgiveness because I wanted 
to punish myself to the bitter end. She would 
not forgive me. ... I like her for that!** she 
added, in an unnatural voice, and her eyes 
flashed with fierce resentment. 

“My brother did not expect this in the least,*’ 
muttered Alyosha. “He was sure she would not 
come '* 

**No doubt. Let us leave that,** she snapped. 
“Listen: I can’t go with you to the funeral 
now. I’ve sent them flowers. I think they still 
have money. If necessary, tell them I’ll never 
abandon them. . . . Now leave me, leave me, 
please. You are late as it is— the bells are ring- 
ing for the service. . . . Leave me, please!” 

Chapter Ilusha's Funeral. 

The Speech at the Stone 
He really was late. They had waited for him 
and had already decided to bear the pretty 
flower-decked little coffin to the church with- 
out him. It was the coffin of poor little Ilusha. 
He had died two days after Mitya was sen- 
tenced. At the gate of the house Alyosha was 
met by the shouts of the boys, Ilusha’s school- 
fellows. They had all been impatiently expect- 
ing him and were glad that he had come at 
last. There were about twelve of them, they all 
had their school-bags or satchels on their 
shoulders. “Father will cry, be with father,” 
Ilusha had told them as he lay dying, and the 
boys remembered it. Kolya Krassotkin was Che 
foremost of them. 

“How glad I am you’ve come, Karamazov!” 
he cried, holding out his hand to Alyosha. “It’s 
awful here. It’s really horrible to see it. Sne- 
giryov is not drunk, we know for a fact he’s had 
nothing to drink to-day, but he seems as if he 
were drunk ... I am always manly, but this is 
awful. Karamazov, if I am not keeping you, 
one question before you go in?” 

“What is it, Kolya?” said Alyosha. 

“Is your brother innocent or guilty? Was it 
he killed your father or was it the valet? As 
you say, so it will be. I haven’t slept for the last 
four nights for thinking of it.” 

“The valet killed him, my brother is inno- 
cent,” answered Alyosha. 

“That’s what I said,” cried Smurov. 

“So he will perish an innocent victim!” ex- 
claimed Kolya; “though he is ruined he is 
happy! J could envy him!” 

“What do you mean? How can you? Why?” 


cried Alyosha surprised. 

“Oh, if I, too, could sacrifice myself some 
day for truth!” said Kolya with enthusiasm. 

“But not in such a cause, not with such dis- 
grace and such horror!” said Alyosha. 

“Of course ... I should like to die for all 
humanity, and as for disgrace, I don’t care 
about that— our names may perish. I respect 
your brother!” 

**And so do I!” the boy, who had once de- 
clared that he knew who had founded Troy, 
cried suddenly and unexpectedly, and he 
blushed up to his ears like a peony as he had 
done on that occasion. 

Alyosha went into the room. Ilusha lay with 
his hands folded and his eyes closed in a blue 
coffin with a white frill round it. His thin face 
was hardly changed at all, and strange to say 
there was no smell of decay from the corpse. 
The expression of his face was serious and, as it 
were, thoughtful. His hands, crossed over his 
breast, looked particularly beautiful, as though 
chiselled in marble. There were flowers in his 
hands and the coffin, inside and out, was decked 
with flowers, which had been sent early in the 
morning by Lise Hohlakov. But there were 
flowers too from Katerina Ivanovna, and when 
Alyosha opened the door, the captain had a 
bunch in his trembling hands and was strewing 
them again over his dear boy. He scarcely 
glanced at Alyosha when he came in, and he 
would not look at anyone, even at his cra/y 
weeping wife, ‘’mamma,” wh^ kept trying to 
stand on her crippled legs to get a nearer look 
at her dead boy. Nina had been puslied in her 
chair by the boys close up to the coffin. She sat 
with her head pressed to it and she too was no 
doubt quietly weeping. Snegiryov’s face looked 
eager, yet bewildered and exasperated. There 
was something cra/y about his gestures and the 
words that broke from him. “Old man, dear 
old man!” he exclaimed every minute, gazing 
at Ilusha. It was his habit to call Ilusha “old 
man,” as a term of affection when he was alive. 

“Father, give me a flower, too: take that 
white one out of his hand and give it me,” the 
crazy mother begged, whimpermg. Kither be- 
cause the little white rose in Ilusha’s hand had 
caught her fancy or that she wknted one from 
his hand to keep in memory of him, she moved 
restlessly, stretching out her hands for the 
flower. 

“I won’t give it to anyone, I won’t give you 
anything,” Snegiryov cried callously. “They 
are his flowers, not yours! Everything is his, 
nothing is yours!” 
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“Father, give mother a flower I “ said Nina, 
lifting her face wet with tears. 

“I won’t give away anything and to her less 
than anyonel She didn’t love llusha. She took 
away his little caiinr>n and he gave it to her,” 
the captain broke into loud sobs at the thought 
of how llusha had given up his cannon to his 
mother. The poor, cra/y creature was bathed 
in noiseless tears, hiding her face in her hands. 

The boys, seeing that the father would not 
leave the coffin and that it was time to carry it 
out, stood round it in a close circle and began 
to lift it up. 

“I don’t want him to be buried in the 
churchyard,’’ Snegiryov wailed suddenly; “I’ll 
bury him by the stone, by our stone! llusha 
told rnc to. I won’t let him be carried out!’’ 

He had been saying for the last three days 
that he w'ould bury him by the stone, but 
Alyosha, Krassotkin, the landlady, her sister 
and all the boys interfered. 

“What an idea, bury him by an unholystone, 
as though he had hanged himself!” the old 
landlady said sternly, “ riicrc in the church- 
yard the ground has been crossed. He’ll be 
prayed for there. One can hear the singing in 
cliurcli and the deacon reads so plainly and 
verbally that it will reach him every time just 
as though it were read over his grave.” 

At last the captain made a gesture of despair 
as though to say, “ Take him where you w^ill.” 
I'he boys raised the coffin, but as they passed 
the mother, they stopped for a moment and 
lowered it that she might say good-bye to llu- 
sha. But on seeing that precious little face, 
which for the last three days she had only 
looked at from a distance, she trembled all 
over and her grey head began twitching spas- 
modically over the coffin. 

“Mother, make the sign of the cross over 
him, give him your blessing, kiss him,” Nina 
cried to her. But her head still twitched like 
an automaton and with a face contorted with 
bitter grief she began, without a word, beating 
her breast tvith her fist. They carried the coffin 
past her. Nina pressed her lips to her brother’s 
for the last time as they bore the coffin by her. 
As Alyosha went out of the house he begged 
the landlady to Iciok after those who were lelt 
behind, but she interrupted him before he had 
finished. 

“'lb be sure. I’ll stay with them, we arc 
Christians, too.” The old woman wept as she 
said it. 

They had not far to carry the coffin to the 
church, not more than three hundred paces. It 


was a still, clear day, with a slight frost. The 
church bells were still ringing. Snegiryov ran 
fussing and distracted after the coffin, in his 
short old summer overcoat, with his head bare 
and his soft, old. wide-brimmed hat in his 
hand. He seemed in a state of bewildered anx- 
iety. At one minute he stretched out his hand 
to support the head of the coffin and only 
hindered the bearers, at another he ran along- 
side and tried to find a place for himself there. 
A flower fell on the snow and he rushed to 
pick it up as though everything in the world 
depended on the loss of that flower. 

“And the crust of bread, we’ve forgotten the 
crust!” he cried suddenly in dismay. But the 
boys reminded him at once that he had taken 
the crust of bread already and that it was in 
his pocket. He instantly pulled it out and was 
reassured. 

“llusha told me to. llusha,” he explained at 
once to Alyosha. “I was sitting by him one 
night and he si^denly told me: ‘Father, when 
my grave is filled up crumble a piece of bread 
on it so that the sparrows may fly clown; I shall 
hear and it will cheer me up not to be lying 
alone.’ ” 

“I'hat’s a good thing,” said Alyosha, “we 
must often take some.” 

“Kvery day, every day!” said the captain 
quickly, seeming cheered at the thought. 

They reached the church at last and set the 
collm in the middle of it. The boys surrounded 
it and remained reverently standing so, all 
through the service. It was an old and rather 
poor church; many of the ikons were without 
settings; but such churches arc the best for 
praying in. During the mass Snegiryov became 
somewhat calmer, though at times he had out- 
bursts of the same unconscious and, as it were, 
incoherent anxiety. At one moment he went 
up to the cofhn to set straight the cover or the 
wreath, when a candle fell out of the candle- 
stick he rushed to replace it and was a fearful 
time fumbling over it, then he subsided and 
stood quietly by the coffin with a look of blank 
uneasiness ancl perplexity. After the Epistle 
he suddenly whispered to Alyosha, who was 
standing beside him, that the Epistle had not 
been read properly but did not explain what 
he meant. During the prayer, “Like the Cheru- 
bim,” he joined in the singing but did not go 
on to the end. Falling on his knees, he pressed 
his forehead to the stone fl(x>r and lay so for a 
long while. 

At last came the funeral /Service itself and 
candles were distributed. The distracted father 
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began fussing about again, but the touching and 
impressive funeral prayers moved and roused 
his soul.Hesccmcdsiiddenly toshrink together 
and broke into rapid, short sobs, which he tried 
at first to smother, but at last he sobbed aloud. 
When they began taking leave of the dead and 
closing the coiFin, he flung his arms about, as 
though he would not allow them to cover Ilu- 
sha, and began greedily and persistently kiss- 
ing his dead boy on the lips. At last they suc- 
ceeded in persuading him to tome away 
from the step, but suddenly he impulsively 
stretched out his hand and snatched a few 
flowers from the coffin. He looked at them and 
a new idea seemed to dawn upon him, so that 
he apparently forgot his grief for a minute. 
Gradually he seemed to sink into brooding 
and did not resist when the coflin was lifted up 
and carried to the grave. It was an expensive 
one in the churchyard close to the church, 
Katerina Ivanovna had paid for it. After the 
customary rites the grave-diggers lowered the 
coffin. Snegiryov with his flowers in his hands 
bent down so Ic^w over the open grave that the 
boys caught hold of his coat in alarm and 
pulled him back. He did not seem to under- 
stand fully what was happening. When they 
began fillingup the grave, he suddenly pointed 
anxiously at the falling earth and began trying 
to say something, but no one could make out 
what he meant, and he stopped suddenly. 
I’hen he was reminded that he must crumble 
the bread and he wasawfully excited, snatched 
up the bread and began pulling it to pieces 
and flinging the morsels on the grave. 

“Come, fly down, birds, fly down, sparrows!’* 
he muttered anxiously. 

One of the boys observed that it was awk- 
ward for him to crumble the bre^ad with the 
flowers in his hands and suggested he should 
give them to someone to hold for a time. Hut 
he would not do this and secerned indeed sud- 
denly alarmed for his flowers, as though they 
wanted to take them from him altogethcT. And 
after looking at the grave, and as it were, satis- 
fying himself that everything had been done 
and thebreadhad been crumbled, he suddenly, 
to the surprise cjf everyone, turned, cjuite com- 
posedly even, and made his way homewards. 
But his steps became more and more hurried, 
he almost ran. 'Fhe boys and Alyosha kept up 
with him. 

“ riie flowers are for mamma, the flowers are 
for mamma! I was unkind to mamma,** he be- 
gan exclaiming suddenly. 

Someone called to him to put on his hat as 


it was cold. Hut he flung the hat in the snow as 
though he were angry and kept repeating, “I 
won’t have the hat, I won’t have the hat.** 
Smurov picked it up and carried it after him. 
All the boys were crying, and Kolya and the 
boy who discovered about Troy most of all. 
'rhough Smurov, with the captain's Jiat in Itis 
hand, was crying bitterly too, he managed, as 
he ran. to snatch up a piece of red brick that 
lay on the snow of the path, to fling it at the 
flock of sparrows that was flying by. He missed 
thc‘m, of course, and went on crying as he ran. 
Half-way, Sn(!giryov suddenly stopped, stood 
still for half a minute, as though struck by 
.something, and suddenly turning back to the 
church, ran towards the deserted grave. Hut 
the boys instantly overtook him and caught 
hold of him on all sides. Then he fcdl helpless 
on the snow as though he had been knocked 
down, and struggling, sobbing, and wailing, 
he began crying out, “Ilusha, old man, clear 
old man!” Alyosha and Kolya tried to make 
him get up, soothing and persuading him. 

“Captain, give over, a brave man must show 
fortitude,** muttered Kolya. 

“You’ll spoil the flowers,” said Alyosha, “and 
mamma is expc'cting tliern, she is sitting cry- 
ing because you would not give her any before. 
Ilusha’s little bed is still there ” 

“Yes, yc‘s, m.imma!” Snegiryov suddenly rec- 
ollected, “they’ll lake away the bed, thev’ll 
take it away,” he added as though alarmed lliat 
they really would. He jumped up and ran 
homewards again. Hut it was not far off and 
they all arrived together. Snegiryov opened the 
door hurriedly and called to his wife with 
whom he had so cruelly quarrelled just before: 

“Mamma, poor crippled darling, Ilusha has 
sent you these flowers,” he cried, holding out 
to her a little bunch of flowers that had been 
frozen and broken while he was struggling in 
the .snow. Hut at that instant he saw in the 
corner, by the little bed, Ilusha’s little boots, 
which the landlady had put tidily side by side. 
Seeing the old, patched, rusty-looking, stiff 
boots he flungup hisliandsandrushed to them, 
fell on his knees, snatched up one boot and, 
pressing his lips to it, began kissing it greedily, 
crying, “Ilusha, old man, dear old man, where 
are your little feet?” 

“Where have you taken him away? Where 
have you taken him?” the lunatic cried in a 
heart-rending voice. Nina, too, broke into 
sobs. Kolya ran out of the room, the boys fol- 
lowed him. At last Alyosha too went out. 

“Let them weep,” he said to Kolya, “it’s no 
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use trying to comfort them just now. Let us 
wait a minute and then go back." 

"No, it’s no use, it’s awful," Kolya assented. 
"Do you know, Karamazov," he dropped his 
voice so that no one could hear them, "I feel 
dreadfully sad, and if it were only possible to 
bring him back, I’d give anything in the world 
to do it.” 

“Ah, so would T,” said Alyosha. 

“What do you think, Karamazov? Had we 
better comeback here to-night? He’ll be drunk, 
you know." 

"Perhaps he will. Let us come together, you 
and T, that will be enough, to spend an hour 
with them, with the mother and Nina. If we 
all come together we .shall remind them of 
everything again," Alyosha suggested. 

"'i’he landlady is laying the table for them 
now— there’ll he a luneral dinner or some- 
thing, the priest is coming; shall we go back 
to it, Karaiiia/ov?" 

"Of course," said Alyosha. 

“It’s all so strange, Karamazov, such sorrow 
and then pancakes alter it, it all .seems so un- 
natural in our religion." 

"They are going to lia\e salmon, too," the 
boy who had discovered about 'Proy observed 
in a loud voice. 

"J beg you most earnestly, Kartashov, not to 
interrupt again with your idiotic remarks, 
cs[)ecially when one is not talking to you and 
doesn’t care to know whether yoiiexistornotl" 
Kolya snapped out irrii.dily. The boy flashed 
crimson but did not dare to reply. 

Meantime they were strolling slowly along 
the path and suddenly Smurov exclaimed: 

"There’s Ikisha’s stone, under w'hich they 
wanted to bury him." 

They all stood still by the big stone. Alyosha 
looked and the whole picture of what .Snegir- 
yov had descrilied to him that day, how Ilusha, 
weeping and hugging his father, had cried, 
"Father, father, how he insulted you," rose at 
once before his imagination. A sudden impulse 
seemed to come into his soul. With a serious 
and earnest expression he looked from one to 
another of the bright, pleasant faces of llu- 
sha’s schoolfellows, and suddenlysaid to them: 

' "Boys, 1 should like to say one word to you, 
here at this place." 

The boys stood round him and at once bent 
attentive and expectant eyes upon him. 

"Boys, we shall soon part. 1 shall be for some 
time with my two brothers, of wliom one is 
going to Siberia and the other is lying at 
death's door. But soon I shall leave this town. 


perhaps for a long time, so we shall part. Let 
us make a compact here, at llusha’s stone, that 
we will never forget Ilusha and one another. 
And whatever happens to us later in life, if 
we don’t meet for twenty years afterwards, let 
us always remcnibcT how wc buried the poor 
boy at whom we once threw stones, do you re- 
member, by the bridge? and afterwards wc all 
grew .so fond of him. He was a fine boy, a kind- 
hearted. brave boy, he felt for his father’s hon- 
our and resented the cruel insult to him and 
stood up for him. And so in the first place, we 
will remember him, boys, all our lives. And 
even if we arc occupied with most important 
things, if we attain to honour or fall into great 
misloi tunc— still let us remember how good it 
was once here, when wc were all together, 
united by a good and kind feeling which made 
us, tor the time we were loving that poor boy, 
belter perhaps than we are. My little doves— 
let me call you so, for you are very like them, 
those pretty blue birds, at this minute as I look 
at your good dear faces. My dear children, per- 
haps you won’t understand what I am saying 
to you, because I often speak very unintel- 
ligibly, but you’ll remembcTit all the same and 
will agree with my words some time. You must 
know that there is nothing higher and stronger 
and more wholesome and good for life in the 
fill lire than some good memory, especially a 
memory of childhood, of home. People talk to 
you a great deal about your education, but 
some good, sacred memory, preserved from 
childhood, is perhaps the best education. If a 
man carries many such memories with him into 
life, he is safe to the end of his days, and if one 
has only one good memory left in one’s heart, 
even that may sometime be the means of saving 
us. Perliaps we may even grow wicked later on, 
may be unable to refrain from a bad action, 
may laugh at men’s tears and at those people 
who say as Kolya did just now, ’I want to suffer 
for all men,’ and may even jeer spitefully at 
such people. But however bad wc may become 
—which Cod forbid— yet, when we recall how 
wc buried Ilusha, how we loved him in his 
last days, and how wc have been talking like 
friends all together, at this stone, the cruellest 
and most mocking of us— if we do bectime so— 
Will not dare to laugh inwardly at having been 
kind and good at this moment! What’s more, 
perhaps, that one memory may keep him from 
great evil and he will reflect and say, ‘Yes, 1 was 
good and brave and honest then!’ Let him 
laugh to him.self, that’s no matter, a man often 
laughs at what’s good and kind. That’s only 



412 The Brothers Karamazov 


from thoughtlessness. But I assure you, boys, 
that as he laughs he will say at once in his 
heart, ‘No, I do wrong to laugh, for that’s not 
a thing to laugh at.’ ” 

“That will be so, I understand you, Karama- 
zov!’’ cried Kolya, with flashing eyes. 

The boys were excited and they, too, wanted 
to say something, but they restrained them- 
selves, looking with intentness and emotion at 
the speaker. 

“I say this in case we become bad,*’ Alyosha 
went on, “but there’s no reason why we should 
become bad, is there, boys? Let us he, first and 
above all, kind, then honest and then let us 
never forget each other! I say that again. I give 
you my word for my part that I’ll never forget 
one of you. Every face looking at me now I 
shall remember even for thirty years. Just now 
Kolya said to Kartashov that we did not care 
to know whether he exists or not. But I can- 
not forget that Kartashov exists and that he is 
not blushing now as he did when he discovered 
the founders of Troy, but is looking at me 
with his jolly, kind, dear little eyes. Boys, my 
dear boys, let us all be generous and brave like 
llusha, clever, brave and generous like Kolya 
(though he will be ever so much cleverer when 
he is grown up), and let us all be as modest, as 
clever and sweet as Kartashov. But why am I 
talking about those two? You are all dear to 
me, boys; from this day forth, I have a place in 
my heart for you all, and 1 beg you to keep a 
place in your hearts for me! Well, and who 
has united us in this kind, good feeling which 
we shall remember and intend to remember 
all our lives? Who, if not llusha, the good boy, 
the dear boy, precious to us for ever! Let us 
never forget him. May his memory live for 
ever in our hearts from this time forth!’’ 

“Yes, yes, for ever, for ever!’’ the boys cried 
in their ringing voices, with softened laces. 

“Let us remember his face and his clothes 


and his poor little boots, his coffin and his un- 
happy, sinful father, and how boldly he stood 
up for him alone against the whole school.’’ 

“We will remember, we will remember,*’ 
cried the boys. “He was brave, he was good!’’ 

“Ah, how I loved him!’* exclaimed Kolya. 

“Ah, children, ah, dear friends, don’t be 
afraid of life! How good life is when one docs 
something good and just!’’ 

“Yes, yes,’’ the boys repeated enthusiastically. 

“Karamazov, we love you!’’ a voice, probably 
Kartashov’s, cried impulsively. 

“We love you, we love you!’’ they all caught 
it up. There were tears in the eyes of many 
of them. 

“Hurrah for Karamazov!’’ Kolya shouted 
ecstatically. 

“And may the dead boy’s memory live for 
ever!’’ Alyosha added again with feeling. 

“For ever!’* the boys chimed in again. 

“Karamazov,” cried Kolya, “can it be true 
what’s taught us in religion, that we shall all 
rise again from the dead and shall live and see 
each other again, all, llusha too?” 

“Certainly we shall all rise again, certainly 
we shall see each other and shall tell each other 
with joy and gladness all that has happened!” 
Alyosha answered, half laughing, half enthu- 
siastic. 

“Ah, how splendid it will be!” broke from 
Kolya. 

“Well, now we will finish talking and go to 
his funeral dinner. Don’t bcTpui out at our 
eating pancakes— it’s a very old custom and 
there’s something nice in that!” laughed Alyo- 
sha. “Well, let us go! And now we go hand in 
hand.” 

“And always so, all our lives hand in hand! 
Hurrah for Karamazov!” Kolya cried once 
more rapturously, a ndonce more the boys took 
up his exclamation: 

“Hurrah for Karamazov!” 
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